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INTRODUCTORY. 

The  present  number  commences  the  twentieth  year  and  the 
twentieth  volume  of  the  American  Obskkver.  When  we  began 
its  publication  in  January,  1844,  we  neither  had  a  subscriber  or  the 
promise  of  pecuniary  support  from  any  source.  We  printed  three 
thousand  copies  at  our  own  expense,  and  sent  them  to  as  many  of 
our  physicians,  with  the  simple  request  that  if  they  thought  the 
enterprise  worthy  of  support  to  send  their  subscriptions.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  we  entered  the  names  of  all  who  paid  on  a  sub- 
scription book  and  dropped  the  names  of  the  rest,  not  asking  any 
pay  from  them,  and  since  that  time  we  have  offered  to  give  10  cents 
each  for  the  return  of  those  numbers  thus  sent  out  by  us  gratui- 
tously. We  then  commenced  our* second  volume  (1865)  with  an 
actual  subscription  of  two  thousand  copies,  increasing  the  size  of 
the  Journal  and  making  several  improvements.  The  third  volume 
(1866)  was  still  further  enlarged. 

The  division  of  editorial  labor,  into  separate  departments,  was 
then  introduced  by  this  Journal  and  has  been  adopted  since  by 
many  other  publications. 

We  came  to  Michigan  in  1858.  During  these  twenty-four 
years  there  has  been  about  as  many  different  medical  Journals,  of 
both  schools,  published  iii  this  State  ;  many  of  these  had  a  mere 
ephemeral  existence,  and  not  one-third  of  them  now  survive.  Some 
will  ask  why  has  the  Obseever  maintained  its  position  since  the 
issue  of  the  first  volume?  It  cannot  be  because  Detroit  was  the 
best  place  for  such  a  Journal.  Other  homojopathic  Journals  have 
been  printed  there  which  did  not  pay  expenses,  and  had  but  a  brief 
career.  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  other  large  cities  furnish 
medical  Journals  published  at  these  places  with  advertising  suffi- 
citnt  to  pay  the  printing  bills,  and  the  hundreds  of  homoeopathic 
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physicians  in  the  large  cities  are  ready  to  support  their  local  Jour- 
nals, but  Detroit  has  never  given  us  any  amount  of  valuable  ad- 
vertising, and  it  has  not  had  during  the  past  nineteen  years  more 
than  an  average  of  about  a  dozen  homoeopathic  physicians.  We 
think  the  long  career  of  the  Ohserver  is  mainly  due  to  the  fact 
that  its  platform  has  been  broad,  and  there  has  been  an  honest  and 
persistent  effort  to  publish  a  medical  monthly  adapted  to  the  wants 
of  the  whole  profession.  In  this  work  we  have  had  efficient 
help,  and  for  the  twentieth  volume  our  exertions  will  be,  we  trusts 
as  active  as  ever,  and  the  aid  of  our  co-editors  as  valuable  and 
acceptable. 

We  has^e  pursued  the  tenor  of  our  wa}'  during  the  past  nine' 
teen  years  with  good  aims,  but  often  regretting  that  the  perform- 
ance did  not  equal  our  designs.  Its  success  is  mainly  due  to  the 
efficient  corps  of  collaborators  who  have  stood  by  us  with  such  fi- 
delity. We  feel  very  grateful  to  them  for  their  kind  and  efficient 
assistance.  Then  to  our  subscribers,  old  and  new,  who  pay  us  so 
promptly,  some  special  acknowledgement  is  due.  That  so  many 
are  ready  to  sustain  us  with  cash  supscriptions,  is  proof  sufficient 
that  our  labors  are  fully  appreciated. 

We  will  not  be  lavish  in   promises  for  the  twentieth  volum^.^ 
We  will  simply  say  that  the  present  number  may- be  taken  as  an 
earnest  of  the  good  things  to  come.   If  any  one,  after  reading  it,  does 
not  think  that  such  a  Journal  is  worthy  of  his  encouragement,  he 
will  oblige  us  by  folding  up  tl^  number,  writing  upon  it  "Refused*' 
with  his  name^  stamping  with  a  2c  stamp  and  then  returning  by 
mail,  when  his  name  will  be  promptly  taken  oflF  our  list.     We 
italicize  with  his  name  because  occasionallv  w^e  receive  a  number 
mark  "  Declined  "  without  any  name,  and  in  such  cases  it  is  im- 
possible to  tell  who  the  declining  party  is. 

MANUSCRIPTS    returned. 

We  use  the  larger  part  of  the  Mss.  that  we  receive.  When  we 
are  obliged  to  refuse  because  the  articles  though  valuable  and  well 
written,  are  unsuitable  for  our  pages,  we  never  throw  the  rejected 
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Mss.  into  our  waste  basket,  but  keep  them  to  be  returned  to  au- 
thors upon  request. 

PRICE  OF  THE  OBSERVER 

is  $2.50  per  annum.  Fifty  cents  will  be  cheerfully  deducted  to  all 
who  pay  in  advance.  Tf^e  prefer  $2.00  in  advance  to  $2.50  at  the 
end  of  the  year^  as  the  expense  of/  postage,  collection  of  drafts,  etc., 
amounts  to  more  than  the  additional  fifty  cents  charged  to  those 
who  defer  payment  to  the  end  of  the  year.  And  we  will  take 
pleasure  in  sending 

COMPLIMENTARY  COPIES 

of  any  one  of  the  following  nMnographs  prepaid  to  any  of  our  subscribers,  who  remit 
In  advance  for  Vol.  20  before  the  end  of  April:— Doctor  Woman.— Charge  on  Typhoid 
Fever.— Mitchell  on  Urine.— Richardson  on  Cholera  Infantum,  Diarrhoea  and  Dysen- 
tery.—Mey  hotter  on  (Consumption.- Ruddock  on  Consumption.— Lodge  on  Asiatic  Chol- 
era.—Hoyne  on  Fevers  —Homeopathic  Tract-*  assortment— Gilchrist  on  Tumors- 
Moore  on  Scarlatina.— Payne  on  Lilium  Tigrinum.— Present  State  Practice  of  Physic. 
Hempei's  RclI*  to  Palmer. 

AU  rcmithineen  to  tpe  nuule  by  Pitatal  money  orders,  hank  hills  in  registered  letters, 
hanhei's  drafts  on  New  York,  or  Ainerican Expre^ss  money  orders. 

CLUB  RATES  AND  AQEKT's  PRICE 

^vill  be  f$1.50.  Medical  students  can  have  the  advantage  of  this 
rate.  When  another  Journal  is  taken  in  connection  with  the  Ob- 
server, and  both  are  paid  for  in  advance  at  this  office,  only  $1.50 
will  be  charged  for  the  Observer  ;  when  several  are  taken  twenty 
per  cent,  will  be  deducted  from  the  aggregate  amount. 

VOLS.    NINETEEN    AND  TWENTY. 

The  volume  for  last  year  (19th)  and  for  the  new  year — Vol.  20 
— (April,  1883,  to  April,  1884,)  will  be  sent  for  three  dollars  postage 
prepaid. 

BTEN's    THSRAPECTICS. — CHEPMELL's    hints. — HART  ON  THE  EYE. 

A  eop3^  of  either  of  these  works  will  be  sent  (postage  prepaid) 
<iomplinieiitar3%  to  any  subscriber  who  remits  $5.00  for  Vols.  20 
and  21. 

Richardson's  obstetrics. 
Until  the  present  stock  is  exhausted  we  will  send  leather  bound 
Ci)}>i^;s,  prepaid,  at  '$1.00   and  the  Observer,  Vol.  20  (1883),  com- 
J>l•/llentar3^ 

American  Observed  Pub.  Co., 
E.  A.  Lodge,  Sen.,  General  Editor,  &c. 
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H.  W.    TAYLOR,  M.  D.,  TERRE  HAUTE,  IND.,  EDITOR. 


A  PRELIMINARY  LECTURE 


THAT  SHOULD  BE  DELIVERED  TO  EVERY  GRIDUATING  CLASS,  AND  OC- 
CASIONALLY REPEATED  TO  PRACTITIONERS. 

Gentlemen  and  Ladies:  —  Beyond  a  doubt  you  have  often 
stood  in  wondering  admiration  of  the  astuteness  of  some  cunning 
old  practitioner  who  had  been  called  to  assist  some  very  young  and 
timid  medical  gentleman  in  a  difficult  delivery  of  a  placenta  which 
had  obstinately  located  in  the  vagina  and  refused  to  make  its  debuf^ 
upon  a  cold,  unfeeling  world  in  answer  to  a  few  feeble  pulls  upon 
the  cord.  Or,  perhaps,  it  was  a  case  where  a  little  learnjing  of  the. 
profuse  physical  diagnosis  of  the  present  day  had  proved'  a  danger- 
ous thing,  aod  the  young  man,  or  young  woman,  as  the  case  might, 
be.  had  suddenl}'^  lost  faith  in  himself  while  listening  to  the  appal-^ 
ling  sounds  produced  by  a  concealed  hydraulic  ram  where  the 
heart  had  been  supposed  to  throb  gently — the  ram  continuiajj:  to 
send  his  ponderous  blows  along  the  cona pound  and  comminuted 
arras  of  an  improved  stethoscope  which  the  suffering  young  doctor 
had  bought  under  the  delusion  that  it  would  benefit  him  immedi- 
ately. Listening  to  the  horrible  sounds  conveyed  by  this  fiendish 
mechanism,  the  young  doctor  has  turned  pale,  and  in  trembling; 
tones  asks  that  old  Dr.  Blowhard  be  called  immediately. 

And  how,  when  old  Dr.  Blowhard  has  come,  he  looks  so  com- 
posed and  calm  in  contrast  to  the  haggard  anxiety  of  the  young 
man.  He  is  ten  minutes  pulling  off  his  coit  and  his  rubbers. 
Then  he  is  half  an  hour  warming  his  hands  at  the  tire,  if  it  be  cold 
weather.  Or,  if  it  be  boiling  summer  time,  he  asks  for  a  glass  of 
fresh  cool  water,  after  which  he  asks  a  few  questions  about  the  pa- 
tient ;  saunters  leisurely  to  the  bed,  feels  the  pulse,  which,  of  course. 
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18  beating  calmly  and  gently  enough.  Then,  in  the  firsb  instance 
of  the  retained  placenta,  he  asks  for  a  little  lard,  and  in  a  moment 
the  obstinate  growth  is  extruded  and  safely  deposited  out  of  harm^s 
way,  and  all  is  lovely.  Or,  in  the  second  instance,  the  old  Doctor 
takes  the  two  horns  of  the  stethoscope  above  his  ears,  and  after  a 
few  moments,  observes  that  he  can't  see  as  well  with  "  them 
things  "  as  he  can  with  "  specs,  ''assures  the  patient  that  there's 
nothing  serious  the  matter,  and  that  the  case  is  one  of  bad  scare — 
of  the  young  doctor — prescribes  or  doesn't  as  the  whim  takes  him,, 
and  departs  under  a  perfect  shower  of  admiring  exclamations  from 
the  assembled  populace. 

Then  you  have  resolved  that  if  ever  you  become  a  doctor  you 
will  be  a  Dr.  Blowhard  or  perish  in  the  attempt. 

We  don't  follow  you  through  college,  for  in  nine  times  out  of 
ten  you  are  not  worth  following.  But  we  come  upon  \^ou  suddenly 
in  the  beginning  of  your  life  work.  We  see  you  listening  to  the 
complex  and  interminable  tale  of  some  plagued  female,  and  lis- 
tening  with  the  Blowhard  smile  about  the  corners  of  your  mouth. 
We  hear  her  say  : 

*^  Doctor,  I  am  so  weak  that  I  can  hardly  raise  uiy  hand  to 
my  head,  and  I  can  feel  ray  stomach  just  sink  right  down,  and  then 
I  get  perfectly  blind.     Now,  what  can  be  the  matter?'* 

'*  You  are  only  a  little  nervous  and  debilitated,  that's  all! 
that's  all!  Nothing  serious  about  your  case.  A  great  many  of 
your  symptoms  are  purely  imaginary.  My  predecessor.  Dr.  Blow- 
hard,  used  to  declare  that  all  these  cjises  were  imaginary  ailments.'^ 
And  the  Blowhard  laugh  ripples  lightly  and  musically  from  hi» 
lips. 

'^  But,  Doctor,  why  do  these  imaginar}^  ailments  persist  month 
after  month  in  spite  of  all  1  can  do?'' 

"  Simply  because  you  persist  in  thinking  about  them.''  Thi* 
time  the  Blowhard  front  teeth  gleam  very  pleasantl}'^  indeed. 

*' But  I'm  sure  I  never  thought  about  these  symptoms  until 
they  began  to  annoy  me."  The  patient  expostulates,  and  with 
logic  too. 
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'*  But  you  did  and  do  think  about  them,"  says  the  Doctor,  tri- 
umphantly. 

I  can  no  longer  restrain  myself.  I  am  older  than  this  young 
Doctor  Blowhard  and  I  take  the  privilege  of  seniority  and  mildly 
suggest  that  he  examine  this  patient. 

"'  How  examine  her?"  asks  Dr.  B.,  in  blank  astonishment. 

'^  You  have  your  stethoscope,  try  her  lungs,"  I  suggest  with  a 
significant  nod. 

^'  Why,  she  hasn't  said  a  word  about  her  lungs,"  expostulates 
Dr.  B.,  while  he  fumbles  for  his  stethoscope. 

"  Well,"  I  say  sarcastically,  '*  you  didn't  seem  deeply  impressed 
with  what  she  did  say.  She  is  ailing  or  she  wouldn't  come  to  you^ 
you  may  be  sure.  You  are  certain  that  she  is  all  wrong  as  to  her 
ailments.     Now,  won't  it  be  philosophical  to  try  to  hunt  it  out?" 

Dr.  B.  looks  a  little  serious — a  little  thoughtful.  For  after 
all,  he  isn't  a  bad  fellow;  he  has  been  too  rapidly  educated;  he  has 
been  drilled  that  the  Blowhard  style  is  the  popular  style,  and  he 
hasn't  taken  time  to  think  whether  there  is  anything  else  in  med- 
icine. He  adjusts  the  stethoscope  and  I  watch  the  look  of  puzzled 
anxiety  that  gradually  comes  over  his  face. 

''  What  do  you  find?"  I  ask  with  a  look  of  pleased  interest  on 
mv  face. 

"•  Well,  upon  my  word  I  believe  there  must  be  a  patch  of  con- 
solidated lung  tissue  there  in  the  upper  part  of  the  left  lung  just 
under  the  point  of  junction  of  the  middle  and  outer  thirds  of  the 
clavicle.     Try  the  instrument  yourself." 

''  No,  no,"  I  say  with  a  wave  of  my  hand,  '*  you  are  not  nearly 
done  yet.  You  must  take  the  temperature  and  count  the  pulse  and 
ascertain  the  breath-rate  in  repose." 

Dr.  B.  gets  out  his  thermometer,  and  while  the  patient  is 
holding  it  awkwardly  enough  under  the  tip  of  her  tongue,  he  sets 
about  counting  the  pulse.     I  watch  him  carefully. 

*' Pulse  84,  temperature  99  degrees.  But  my  thermometer 
registers  half  a  degree  too  high." 

"'  Are  you  in  the  habit  ot  allowing  your  thermometer  to  re- 
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main  but  two  minutes?,'*  I  say  somewhat  severely.    "  Suppose  you 
try  it  six!" 

"  Why,  in  a  ease  of  pneumonia  last  week,  it  would  register  in 
two  minutes,"  he  says  quite  positively. 

But  I  have  given  it  six  minutes  this  time.  It  comes  up  half  a 
degree  higher.     Dr.  B.  looks  a  little  chagrined. 

**  Her  breath-rate  is  about  24  to  the  minute,''  he  says,  looking 
up  at  me  inquiringly. 

*•  A  temperature  at  99  degrees  may  mean  nothing.  A  pulse  at 
M  and  a  breath-rate  of  24  may  mean  no  more  than  the  tempera- 
ture.    Bat  what  about  that  tubular  breathing?" 

**  There  is  the  S]Dot  ;  listen  foi  yourself."  Dr.  B.  has  lost  all 
his  smiling  non  chalance.  And  as  yet  no  lesion  has  been  demon- 
strated. But  I  have  placed  all  things  in  doubt.  All  things  on 
trial.  We  are  cross-questioning  the  tongueless  human  tissues  and 
watching  for  answers  in  mute  signal.  W^e  have  no  time  for  smiles 
and  repartee.    This  is  indeed  a  serious  business — a  grim  calling. 

'*  I  move  the  stethoscope  about  over  the  chest  at  long  intervals. 
Dr.  'B.  fidgets  about  in  his  chair.  Has  he  caught  his  patient's  dis- 
order?     Is  he  nervous? 

I  return  him  the  stethoscope  and  bid  him  try  it  again.  He 
does  so,  and  is  not  so  positive  about   the  spot  of  tubular  breathing. 

''  It  is  there  as  you  found  it,  "I  say;  "  but  I  am  free  to  say  that  I 
cannot  tell  positively  its  significance.  You  know  that  the  left  lung 
has  normally  a  much  larger  proportion  of  sound-conduction  in  its 
upper  portion,  probably  due  to  the  presence  of  the  comparatively 
solid  arch  of  the  aorta,  and  the  great  vessels  of  the  arch.  At  all 
events,  there  is  a  notable  difference  in  the  sounds  of  the  two  lungs 
in  this  region.  In  this  case  the  sound  appears  to  be  more  than 
usually  loud,  and  I  am  hardlv  able  to  determine  the  precise  value. 
A  number  of  comparative  examinations  should  be  made  and  accu- 
rate notes  kept  of  the  results.  You  have,  however,  hardly  begun 
to  examine  this  patient.  The  lateral  surfaces  of  the  chest  must  be 
♦^-xamined  carefully  ;  then  you  try  some  of  the  abdominal  viscera 
by  testing  the  urine  for  albumen  and  sugar;  after  which,  the  pel- 
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TIC  organs  should  be  examined  by  palpation  from  the  abdominal 
wall  and  by  inspection  and  touch,  so  far  as  these  are  practicable. 
K  yon  follow  out  each  examination  as  carefully  and  faithfully  as 
you  have  this  one,  you  will  find  the  practice  not  so  much  a  matter 
of  social  tact  as  you  have  been  led  to  believe  it  is." 

"And  if  I  happen  to  find  that  it  becomes  so  much  more  of  a 
real  business,  I  think  it  will  not  lose  in  interest,"  said  young  Doc- 
tor Blowhard,  still  thoughtfully.  "Not  lose  in  interest,"  he  con- 
tinned,  as  if  speaking  to  his  own  thought.  ''  Not  lone  in  interest  ! 
Why,  it  will  gain  infinitely-unspeakably." 

"  Gain  !  That  is  the  gain  for  you,  that  you  are  now  consider- 
ing. You  mean  to  say  that  you  will  not  feel  yourself  a  miserable 
impostor.     Y^u  will  feel  that  you  are  actually  giving  your  patient 

his  money's  worth  when  you  are  treating  him.  But  you  have  not 
yet  thought  what  the  patient  will .  gain  by  actually  having  what 
he  imagines  he  has  had  all  the  time — a  skillful  examination  and  an 
intelligent  perception  of  his  case  in  all  its  bearings.  That  is  a  gain^ 
that  is  worth  the  other,  and  more  too." 

*'  But  must  I  examine  every  patient  who  comes  with  a  head- 
ache or  finger  scratch,  thus?"  said  the  young  man  wrinkling  his 
brows  into  a  frown  of  remonstrance. 

•^  Remember,  Dr.  Blowhard,"  I  say  slowly  and  majestically, 
"  that  every  human  being  who  approaches  you  is  but  a  whited  sep- 
ulchre full  of  rottenness  and  dead  mens'  hones.  A  headactie!  That 
may  be  a  beginning  cerebritis,  for  all  you  know.  Though  I  con- 
fess it  is  a  thousand  times  more  likely  to  be  the  result  of  glutton- 
ous eating  and  drinking.  A  finger  scratch!  That  may  be  the  in- 
vading point  of  a  deadly  er3'sipelas.  No  matter  ;  look  upon  every 
patient  as  a  great  and  fearful  mystery  to  be  unravelled.  Remem- 
ber that  his  own  story  is  simply  the  relation  of  subjective  facts  up- 
on which  he  has  merely  stumbled,  and  of  which  he  has  not  the 
clearest  perception,  since  he  is  likely  to  diminish  great  things  and 
magnify  small  things,  according  to  his  whim.  Has  he  got  the 
ague,  and  does  he  know  it  as  well  as  you?  Why,  let  him.  But 
do  you  go  on  with  your  stethoscope,  and  your  microscope,  and  make 
the  intimate  acquaintance  of  all  his  viscera?  You  may  have  your 
labor  for  your  pains  many  times.  But  many  other  times  you  will 
find  mines  of  pathological  treasure  where  none  were  deemed  to  bf*, 
and  you  will  feel  the  prideful  glow  of  the  discoverer  of  hidden 
things.  And  now,  Doctor  Blowhard,  I  invite  you  to  go  with  me 
next  week  to  see  an  old  man  who  has  twenty  distinct  diseases — at 
least  his  doctors  so  report  him. 
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CON VALL ARIA  MAJALIS:  NOTES  ON  ITS  USE.* 

BY  BBTERLBY    ROBINSON,  M.  D., 
PROF.  OF  CLINICAL    MEDICINE    IN  BELLEVUE  HOSP.  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

During  the  past  three  months  I  have  made  use  of  the  fluid  ex- 
tract of  Convallaria  majalis  in  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  chronic 
cardiac  diseases.  In  it  1  recognize  a  new  cardiac  tonic  of  consider- 
abie  value.  It  should  be  approximated  in  its  therapeutic  effects 
with  those  of  caflfeine  and  digitalis.  Not  that  it  resembles  closely 
in  all  its  properties  these  well-known  drugs,  but  becaiise  it  is  ajial- 
ogous  to  them  in  having  an  appreciable  stimulating  effect  upon 
cardiac  power.  When  the  fluid  extract  of  the  root  of  convallaria 
has  been  given  in  suitable  doses  (five  to  ten  drops  every  two  or 
three  hours)  to  patients  in  whom  cardiac  incompetency  is  already 
apparent,  in  view  of  the  rational  symptoms  of  dyspnoea,  oppres- 
sion, localized  pain  over  the  praecordia,  and  palpitations,  it  will  aid 
in  diminishing  these  phenomena  in  a  notable  degree.  When  we 
have,  in^  addition  to  these  functional  symptoms,  the  ordinary  physi- 
cal signs  of  cardiac  disorder,  such  as  weak,  rapid,  and  irregular 
pulse ;  tumultuous,  unequal  heart-beats,  with  a  blowing  murmur 
at  one  or  other  orifice  ;  oedema  of  the  lower  extremities,  with  more 
or  less  serous  efi'usion  into  the  large  cavities  of  the  body — we  shall 
also  be  able  to  remark  a  certain  amount  of  benefit  arising  from  its 
use.  Thus,  the  pulse  becomes  stronger  and  more  regular,  the 
heart-sounds  acquire  additional  force,  and  the  painful  palpitations 
disappear.  Dyspnoea  is  often  favorably  modified,  and  the  respira- 
tion becomes  slower  and  deeper.  Anasarca  is  not  usually  much  in- 
fluenced by  the  exhibition  of  this  drug,  and  the  uriue  is  scarcely  if 
at  all  increased  in  quantity,  nor  are  its  solid  constituents  mani- 
festly modified  in  their  eliminated  quantities.  Usually  the  stom- 
ach accommodates  itself  well  to  the  use  of  this  drug,  and  in  those 
cases  where  I  have  observed  intolerance  following  its  exhibition  I 
have  attributed  the  nausea,  or  rejection,  to  beginning  uraemic  con- 
dition. 

While  I  believe  that  this  drug  has  some  power  in  controlling 
cardiac  action,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  is  exercised  mainly 
through  the  pneuraogastric  nerves,  and  not  upon  the  muscular  fi- 
bers directly  in  any  considerable  degree.  This  view  appears  to  me 
to  be  sustained  by  its  obvious  eifects  in  diminishing  the  intense 
dyspnoea  of  asthma,  and  in  quieting  palpitations  in  a  remarkable 
manner.  I  have  not  found  that  Convallaria  restored  rhythmic  action 
to  the  crippled  heart  in  a  degree suflScient  to  make  it  in  this  regard 
a  co*equa!  substitute  of  digitalis,  nor  am  I  convinced  that  it  is  the 
peer  of  digitalis  in  adding  to  cardiac  contractility.  Over  digitalis, 
however,  it  has  apparently  one  very  great  advautage,viz.,  it  does  not 
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in  man,  at  least,  and  in  the  doses  mentioned  above,  take  on  cumula- 
tive effects  or  produce  any  poisonous  symptoms,  which  have  been 
feared  on  account  of  its  well-known  pernicious  action,  even  in  rel- 
atively small  doses,  upon  the  lower  animals.  As  compared  with  the 
use  of  caffeine,  I  would  say  that  it  is  greatly  the  inferior  of  this  lat- 
ter drug,  when  we  desire  to  obtain  considerable  diuretic  effects.  As 
to  the  comparative  power  of  these  two  drugs  in  their  action  upon 
the  heart,  it  is  as  yet  impossible  to  assign  their  precise  place.  Still, 
I  am  disposed  to  think  that  convallaria  is  somewhat  more  of  an  in- 
vigorator  of  cardiac  power  than  caffeine.  At  all  events,  in  man  its  ac- 
tion is  a  less  variable  quantity,  for  while  caffeine,  in  even  small  doses 
of  two  or  three  grains,  will  (>ccasionally  produce  congestive  phenom- 
ena of  distressing  character,  and,  again,  in  similar  or  much  larger 
doses,  will  prove  inert,  convallaria  appears  to  produce  about  simi- 
lar effects  in  persons  of  different  temperament.  Thus  far,  in  my 
own  experience,  Convallaria  has  been  more  readily  accepted  by  a 
sensitive  stomach  than  either  caffeine  or  digitalis. 


Carbolized  Soap-Sheets  [JV,  Y.  Med.  J.\  —  The  New 
York  agent  of  Messrs.  Reithotfer  &  Neffe,  of  Vienna,  has  favored 
us  with  a  specimen  of  Buczkowski's  patented  carbolized  soap- 
sheets.  They  are  arranged  in  the  form  of  a  little  book,  easily 
carried  in  the  waistcoat  pocket.  The  leaves  consist  of  very  thin 
paper  coated  on  both  sides  with  a  thick  layer  of  carbolized  soap. 
We  have  kept  the  specimen  about  two  months,  and  are  unable 
to  perceive  that  during  that  time  the  perr*.entage  of  carbolic  acid 
has  diminished  notably,  although  the  book  has  remained  open  in 
a  warm  room.  We  therefore  regard  the  enduring  properties  of 
the  sheets,  as  regards  their  disinfectant  action,  as  all  that  could 
reasonably  be  expected.  We  understand,  however,  that  the 
makers  })rcpare  like  books  with  tlie  leaves  impregnated  with 
other  medicinal  substances,  also  those  that  are  not  medicated, 
but  simply  perfumed. 

The  method  of  using  tliis  device  is,  to  tear  a  leaf  out  and 
rub  it  in  the  wet  hands.  The  saponaceous  coating  dissolves  at 
once,  leaving  a  mere  pellet  of  paper.  The  convenience  to  phy- 
sicians of  earrvinnr  one  of  these  little  books  in  the  Docket,  rather 
than  any  li([nid  disinfectant  preparation,  need  scarcely  be  men- 
tioned. They  will  doubtless  commend  themselves  also  to  trav- 
elers, since  they  can  thus  avoid  the  conventional  cake  of  soap 
that  has  been  used  by  they  know  not  how  many  persons  before 
them. 
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The  Alcohol  Question  {New  York  Medical  Journal), — The 
public  medicine  aspects  of  the  alcohol  question  were  lately  discuss- 
ed by  Dr.  N.  S.  Kerr  ("  Brit.  Med.  Jour.,']  Sept.  23, 1882,*)  in  a  pa- 
per read  before  the  British  Medical  Association.  The  influen-ce  of 
alcohol  on  the  public  health  is  a  vexed  question,  one  party  main- 
taining: that  all  indulgence  in  alcohol  during  health  is  injurious  ; 
the  other,  that  its  use  in  moderation  favors  physical  well-being  and 
robustness  of  morals.  Alcohol  may  induce  disease  directly  or  indi- 
rectly. Examples  of  the  former  are  ^een  in  delirium  tremens, 
acute  and  chronic  alcoholic  poisoning.  Examples  of  the  latter  are 
seen  in  the  diminished  resisting  power  to  disease  shown  by  people 
of  drinking  habits.  The  government  return  of  the  sickness  and  mor- 
tality of  European  troops  in  the  Madras  army  for  1849  showed  11.1 
per  cent,  ol  deaths  among  the  total  abstainers,  23.1  per  cent,  among 
the  temperate,  and  44.5  per  cent,  among  the  intemperate.  The 
vital  statistics  of  several  life  insurance  associations,  orders  of  Sons 
of  Temperance  and  friendly  societies,  show  figures  equally  favora- 
ble to  the  total  abstainers.  In  some  of  the  life  insurance  societies 
the  total  abstainers  receive  a  larger  proportionate  share  of  the 
profits  than  the  non  abstainers,  being  considered  much  more  favor- 
able risks.  From  investigations  made  by  the  author,  the  conclu- 
sion is  reached  that  the  annual  mortality  from  "  personal  intemp- 
erance," in  the  United  Kingdom,  is  not  far  from  40,500.  About 
twice  that  number  die  from  disease,  violence,  accident,  orstarvation 
caused  by  the  intemperance  of  others.  Noble,  of  Manchester,  at- 
tribute^  one  third  of  the  disease  in  England  to  intemperance.  In 
the  various  work-houses  the  allowances  for  stimulants  has  been 
gradually  reduced,  with  no  bad  eifect  upon  the  health  of  the  pau- 
pers. How  to  deal  with  the  habitual  drunkard  is  an  important 
and  perplexing  question.  Drunkenness  is  the  product  of  a  physi- 
cal agent,  and  produces  a  diseased  condition  of  the  whole  system. 
The  chief  predisposing  cause  is  heredity.  There  is  but  one  means 
of  cure — complete  life-long  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  drinks. 
Ah  interesting  discussion  followed  the  reading  of  the  paper.  Drys- 
dale,  of  London,  remarked  that  his  observation  led  him  to  the  con- 
clusion that  alcohol  was  one  of  the  very  commonest  causes  of 
death.  He  thought  it  would  rank  next  to  phthisis.  In  France, 
the  most  common  cause  of  death  is  alcohol.  Carter,  of  Liverpool, 
observed  that  the  fact  that  total  abstainers  lived  longer  than  the 
so-called  moderate  drinkers  was  as  well  established  as  any  undem- 
instrable  fact  could  be.  Seatliff,  of  London,  remarked  that  the 
statistics  of  life  insurance,  as  evidence  of  the  beneficial  results  of  ab- 
stinence from  alcohol,  harmonized  with  his  own  experience.  The 
habitual  use  of  alcohol  as  an  ordinary  article  of  diet  is  unnecessary 
for  healthy  persons.  Medical  men  should  have  the  courage  of 
their  convictions,  and  advise  against  intemperance. 
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LYCOPUS   VIRGINICUS. 

(Bugle    Weed). 

Nat.  ord.  Labkitce. 

Description, — An  .indigenous  herb  with  a  perennial  creeping 
root  which  sends  up  an  erect,  nearly  simple  obtusely  quadrangular 
stem  from  twelve  to  eighteen  inches  high,  and  furnished  with  op- 
posite, sessile  leaves.  These  are  broad,  lanceolate,  alternate,  and  en- 
tire at  both  extremities,  remotely  serrate  in  the  middle,  somewhat 
rough,  purplish,  and  beset  with  glandular  spots  on  their  under  sur- 
face. The  flowers  are  minute  in  small  axillary  whirls,  with  two  small 
subulate  bracts  to  each  flower  and  a  white  corolla.  Calyx  tubular 
four  cleft ;  corolla  subangular,  four  cleft,  the  tube  as  long  as  the 
calyx  ;  upper  segment  broadest,  emarginate.  Stamens  two,  distant, 
divergiug,  simple.  Styles  straight  as  long  as  the  stamens  ;  achenia 
four  obliquely  truncate  at  apex.  The  whole  plant  often  changes 
to  purple.  It  often  sends  out  long  slender  runners  from  the  base.  (26) 

LocaliUf. — Found  in  wet  phices,  from  Canada  to  Virginia. 
Flowery  in  July  and  August. 

Medical  Properties  —It  has  a  peculiar  balsamic  terebinthinate 
odor,and  a  disagreeable,slightly  bitter  taste.  It  has  not  been  accurate- 
ly analyzed.  It  imparts  its  virtues  to  water  and  alcohol.  The  exact 
medicinal  virtues  of  this  plant  are  not  well  ascertained.  It  appears 
to  possess  sedative,  tonic,  astringent  and  narcotic  properties,  and 
has  been  successfully  used  in  incipient  phthisis,  hemoptysis  and 
other  hemorrhages  ;  it  soothes  irritation,  reduces  the  frequency  of 
the  pulse,  and  lessens  cough.  It  acts  somewhat  like  digitalis  in 
reducing  the  velocit}'^  of  the  pulse,  but  is  devoid  of  the  dangerous 
effects  resulting  from  the  use  of  that  drug.  It  is  decidedly  benefi- 
cial in  the  treatment  of  diabetes,  having  cured  when  all  other 
means  were  useless.  It  has  been  of  service  in  chronic  diarrhcea  and 
dysentery,  inflammatory  diseases  of  drunkards,  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  intermittents  (8).  This  drug  has  been  proved  by  Dr.  Chan- 
dler. Ten  drops  of  the  tincture  three  times  each  day  produced  a 
distinct  blowing  sound  of  the  heart  which  continued  during  the 
whole  proving.  The  concomitant  symptoms  experienced  pointed 
to  its  direct  action  upon  the  heart.  Further  provings  arc  given  in 
Hale's  New  Remedies. 

HoMCEOPATHic  PREPARATION. — The  entire  plant  is  used,  gath- 
ered when  first  in  flower.  An  expressed  and  digested  tincture  is 
prepared  in  the  usual  manner. 

.   Forms  for  Dispensing. — Tincture,  Tincture-trituration,  Dilu- 
tions, Pilules,  Globules. 
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HYDRANGEA  ARBORESCENS. 

(Set^en  Barks). 

Nat.  ord.  Saxifmgocecp. 

Description. — An  elegant  shrub  attaining  the  height  of  five 
or  six  feet.  Bark  rough  and  peeling  off,  each4ayer  leaving  a  dif- 
ferent color. 

Leaves.— Ov^ie^  obtuse  or  cordate  at  biise  acuminate,  serrate- 
dentate,  paler  beneath,  nearly  smooth. 

Flowers. — In  fastigiate  cymes,  small,  white,  becoming  roseate, 
very  numerous,  the  sterile  flowers  are  often  reduced  or  wanting. 
The  cultivated  flowers  have  either  the  marginal  flowers  radiate  or 
all  sterile  and  radiate. 

Calyx  tube  hemispherical,  adherent  to  the  ovary,  limb  4  to  5 
toothed,  persistent,  petals  ovate  sessile,  stamens  twice  as  many  as 
the  petals. 

Capsule — Two  beaked  opening  by  a  foramen  between  the 
beaks,  seeds  numerous.     (8) 


Locality. — Common  in  the  middle  and  western  states;  quite 
abundant  in  the  Susquehanna  and  Schuylkill  valleys.    . 


Preparation. — The  root  is  the  officinal  portion  of  the  plant. 
It  is  formed  of  numerous  radiates  sometimes  not  longer  than  a 
goose  quill,  and  again  half  an  inch  or  more  in  diameter  and  of  con- 
siderable length.  These  proceed  from  a  caudex  which  sends  up- 
wards numerous  diverging  branches.  When  fresh  the  root  and 
stalks  are  very  succulent  containing  much  water  and  can  easily  l>e 
cut  but  when  dried  it  becomes  tough  and  resistant,  and  exceeding- 
ly difficult  to  bruise  or  cut. 


Homoeopathic  Preparation. — We  obtain  the  roots  in  the  au- 
tumn, slice  them  transversly  into  thin  pieces  and  digest  them  with 
twice  their  weight  of  alcohol  for  twenty  days;  complete  the  opera- 
tion by  expession  and  filtering.  No  provings  have  been  raaJie  of 
this  drug,  but  to  its  powers,  as  above  quoted,  we  would  ask  the  at-' 
teation  of  our  school.  Its  analysis  reveals  the  presence  of  gum, 
albumen,  starch,  resin,  soda,  lime,  potassa,  magnesia,  sulphuric  and 
phosphoric  acids,  and  a  protosalt  of  iron,  ft  is  certainly  rich  in 
composition.     For  gravel  Dr.  Butler  recommends  the  syrup. 
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PROF.  S.    LILIENTHAL,  NEW   YORK  CITY,  EDITOR. 


DEMENTIA  PARALYTICA  IN  THE  FEMALE  SEX, 

According  to  Dr.  Regis,  dementia  paralytica  attacks  more 
men  tlian  women  in  the  pro|)ortion  of  1.13  in  private  asylums;  and 
even  in  charitable  institutions  it  is  three  times  njore  frequent  in 
men  than  in  women.  In  women  the  disease  lias  been  observed  at 
any  age  from  30  to  60.  It  begins  mostly  very  slyly  and  its  course  i& 
slower.  The  state  of  excitation  in  men,  which  Legrand  de  Saulle 
so  characteristiclly  calls  the  medico-legal  one,  is  often  absent,  A 
woman  may  commit  a  theft  in  that  prodromal  stag(^  or  be  con- 
victed of  an  immoral  action.  The  mental  functions,  especially 
the  memory,  show  a  slight  failure,  they  become  indifferent,  do 
not  act  any  more  with  the  same  precision,  or  their  speech  is  re- 
tarded. From  such  slow  beginning  the  dementia  steadily  pro- 
gresses. There  is  hardly  an}'  deliria,  and  absurd  ideas  are  con- 
stantly changing.  Grandeur  and  hypochondriasis  chanore  rapidly 
one  with  another,  or  we  may  find  them  together.  The  whole 
character  of  the  disease  in  women  is  more  torpid.  The  somatic 
paralytic  symptoms  are  the  same  as  in  men,  even  they  may  pre- 
vail over  the  mental  ones.  The  disturbance  of  speech  is  peculiar. 
In  women  it  is  more  slow  and  monotonous,  whereas  the  man 
stammers  and  makes  mistakes.  The  motions  of  tasting  or  chewing 
and  the  relaxed  expressionless  features  prevail  in  women.  Man- 
iacal and  congestive  intervals,  hastening  the  process  in  man,  are 
rare,  and  the  disease  lasts,  therefore,  longer  in  women,  three  to 
four  yeare.  Its  etiology  is  not  well  understood.  Climaxi* 
has  been  overrated  ;  ^jxcesses  in  Baccho  and  Ventre  have  also 
been  accused.  Regis  agrees  with  the  hypothesis  of  Korafeld, 
that  man's  life  is  more  a  cerebral  one,  a  woman's  a  nervous  one. 
From  over-exertion  of  mental  power,  as  it  is  so  often  the  ca.^e  ii» 
higher  spheres  of  life,  inflammatory  degenerative  processes  take 
])lace  in  man ;  a  woman,  exposed  to  the  same  nuxa,  becomes 
exceedingly    nervous.       Individual    disposition,     heredity,    and 
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other  causes  must  be  studied  in  every   ease,   though  it  is  well 
known  that  paralysis  prevails  more  in  males  ;  hysteria  in  females. 

Med.  Nenigh  51,  1882. 

ON  THE  HYGIENIC  TREATMENT  OF  ALBUMINURIA. 


BY  PROFESSOR  H.  SENATOR,    (BEBLIN). 

x\lbuminuria  always  deserves  our  especial  consideration, '[as 
it  gives  us  a  hint  how  much  the  kidneys  are  affected.     The  ex- 
cretion   of  albumen  itself  is  an   irritant  to  the  kidneys.     More 
may  be  expected  from  hygienic  measures  than    from  all  drugs. 
In  relation    to  the  question,    how  such  patients  must  be  fed,  we 
must  consider  two  points :  (1)  the  influence  which  digestion  per  se^ 
and  (2)  which  the  different  articles  of  food  may  have  on  the  albu- 
minuria.    During  digestion  we  And  the  amount  of  albumen  in- 
creased in  persons  suffering:  from  albuminuria  and  even  in  healthy 
persons  albumen  has  been  detected  in  the  urine  after  a  full  meal. 
We  must  give,  therefore,  to  our  patients  food  frequently,  but  al- 
ways in  small  quantities.     In  the  selection  of  food,  eggs  ought  to 
be  strictly  forbidden,  and  the  use  of  all  animal   food  ;  also  cheese 
greatly  restricted  ;  veal,  young  poultry,  the  so-called  white  meat 
is  preferable,  and  only  those  fishes  whose  meat  does  not  contain 
much  albumen.     Of  veg3tables,   salads  and  fruits,  green   side- 
dishes,  but  no  leguminosse.      Persons  used  to  alcoholic  stimulants 
may  use  small  quantities  of  brandy  with  their  appollinaris  and 
vichy  at  meals.     Beer  acts  injuriously,  and  even  wines  cannot  be 
recommended.     Smoked  dishes,  spices  and  spiced  food  must  be 
strictly  forbidden.     Milk  is  the  best  thing  for  such  patients,  and 
they  ought  to  live  on  it,  which  is  easily  possible,  as  many  kinds 
of  nourishing   dishes    can  be  made  with   milk.     Sojournings   at 
springs  aid  tissue-change,  but  it  has  also  a  purely  local  action  on 
the  skin.     Close  attention  to  the  function  of  the  skin  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  in  the  treatment   of  renal  affections,   as  in 
bathing  the  skin  becomes  more  turgescent,  and   the  kidneys  are 
partially  relieved  of  their  work.     Woolen  underclothing  is  nec- 
essary, so  that  our  patients  do  not  expose  themselves  and  catch 
cold.     Perspiration  is  also  greatly  aided  when  such  persons  keep 
to  their  beds,  even  for  weeks  and  months.     Thus  also  most  of  the 
muscular  action  is  prevented,  for  it  is  well  known  that  excessive 
muscular  action  increases  albuminuria.     Mental  and  bodily,  rest 
can  do  much  in  albuminuria  for  the  restoration  of  our  patients. 
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They  ought  to  abstain  from  their  usual  avocations.  During 
menstruation  we  are  apt  to  meet  an  increase  of  the  disease,  and 
women  during  this  period  ouorht  to  be  strictly  enjoined  to  keep 
their  beds.— ^.  M.  C.  Z.,  50,  1882. 

ON  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  SPINAL  CORD  IN  DEMENTIA 
PARALYTICA  AND  THEIR  RELATIONS  TO  THE 

KNEE-PHENOMENEN    AND   SIMILAR  MANIFESTATIONS. 


BY    DR.    CLAUS    (SACHSENBERO). 


From  nineteen  recorded  cases  of  dementia  paralytica  with  their 
autopsies,  Glaus  studied  the  relations  in  which  the  patellar  reflex  in 
paralytics  stands  to  afiFections  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  he  coincides 
with  Westphal  that  the  patellar  reflex  is  absent  in  all  cases  of  ex- 
quisite tabes,  where  the  diseased  state  of  the  posterior  columns  ex- 
tends to  the  lumbar  region  ;  but  he  found  also  the  same  state  in 
patients  suffering  from  dementia  paralytica.  In  three  cases  the 
microscope  revealed  decided  sclerosis  of  the  posterior  columns  with 
scanty  remnants  of  nerve-fibres.  In  one  case  there  was  also  a  more 
or  less  high-graded  sclerosis  of  the  lateral  columns  in  the  cervical 
and  upper  part  of  the  dorsal  cord. 

In  four  other  cases  was  with  the  affection  of  the  posteriod 
columns  of  the  cervical  and  dorsal  portion,  also  the  lumbar  cord 
diseased  ;  but  in  most  cases  only  the  internal  part  close  to  the  lon- 
gitudinal fissure  was  affected  and  it  could  histoloically  be  consid- 
ered .far  less  a  sclerosis  with  atrophy  of  the  nerve-fibres,  but  rather 
as  an  extension  of  the  neuroglia,  with  numerous,  well  preserved 
nerve-fibres.    In  such  cases   the  patellar  refiex  was  also  preserved. 

In  five  cases  he  observed  the  simultaneous  appearance  of 
pathological  processes  in  the  posterior  lateral,  and  partly  in  the 
anterior  columns.  The  lateral  columns  were  affected  in  the  pos- 
terior part  from  the  cervical  to  the  lumbar  cord  (Flachsig's  crossed 
pyr^m.idal  tract).  In  some  cases  the  posterior  columns  were  only 
affected  in  the  postero-median  columns  (column  ofGoll).  In  all 
oth^i*'feases  there  were  stria  of  degeneration  in  different  portions  and 
of  different  forms  partly  down  to  the  lumbar  region.   The  knee-phe- 
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nomenon  was  liere  present — ^in  two  cases  in  the  form  of  clonus. 

In  seven  cases  the  posteviop:  vpart  of  the  lateral  columns  were 
especially  affected  from  the  cervical  to  the  lum^r  region;;,  the 
anterior  columns  were  mostly  free,  afiS  in  the  posterior  columns 
only  once  a  peculiar  restiform  deg^^heratio^  could  be  dtnonstrated, 
forming  a  cone  with  its  base  directed  downwards,  which  still  in- 
closed inwardly  a  portion  of  more  or  less  normal  medullary  sub- 
stance. The  knee-phenomenen  was  in  all  cases  present ;  in  some 
even  contractions  of  the  quadriceps  appeared  in  the  form  of  clonus. 

The  plantar  reflex  was  absent  in  the  first  division,  in  one  of 
the  second  and  in  two  of  the  third  group.  In  most  cases  it  was 
weaker  than  the  patellar  reflex. 

Let  us  consider  the  manifestations  of  the  tendon-reflexes  dur- 

» 

ing  the  paralytic  attack.  Where  the  patellar  reflex  was  only  pres- 
ent in  a  moderate  degree,  it  appeared  stronger  and  more  decidedly 
during  the  attack.  This  was  especially  the  case  with  the  plantar 
reflex,  which  could  be  produced  even  where  it  is  usually  slight  or 
entirely  wanting.  In  hemiparetic  or  hemiepileptic  paroxysms  the 
tendon-reflexes  were  found  stronger  on  the  affected  side.  An  the 
seat  of  the  paralytic  attacks  is  the  cortical  substance  of  the  brain, 
we  may  suppose  that  the  inhibition  of  reflexes  lies  there  and  i$  sup- 
pressed during  the  attack.  The  reflex  inhibitory  tracts  in  the  spi- 
nal cord  may  be  looked  for  in  the  lateral  columns,  hence  an  increase 
of  tendon-reflexes  in  morbid  affections  of  the  lateral  columns, 
analogous  t'^  the  manifestations  found  by  Erb  in  the  spastic  spinal 
paralysis.  In  general,  Claus  is  inclined  to  blame  a  co-affection  of 
the  lateral  columns,  for  many  symptoms  found  in  his  patients,  as 
the  stiff  gait,  the  tension  of  the  muscles  during  passive  movements, 
the  increase  of  the  patellar  reflex,  etc.,  though  he  failed  to  observe 
contractures,  as  mentioned  by  Erb.  That  disturbances  of  sensibil- 
ity, incontinentia  urinae  and  mental  affections,  which,  according  to 
Erb,  do  not  belong  in  the   picture  of  affections  of  the  lateral  cci^l^; 

umns,  were  here  present,  is  easily  explained  from  the  concomitant 
dementia  paralytica.    The  manifestations  of  cutaneous  reflexes  and  : 
of  the  pupils  showed  no  constant  relations  to  that  of  the  tencjon- 
reflex, — Centralblf.  Neroenheilk, 
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ON  AMYLOID  DEGENERATION  OF  THE   KIDNEYS  IN 

ALBUMINURIA. 


Strauss  comes  to  the  following  conclusions:  1.  In  certain  cases  of 
amyloid  kidney  the  albuminuria  may  be  absent  from  begining  to  end. 
2.  The  absence  of  albuminuria  depends  partly  on  the  absence  of  an 
interstitial  or  parenchymatous  affection  of  the  kidneys,  partly  on  the 
special  localization  of  the  amyloid  degeneration,  which  in  such 
cases  attacks  more  the  vasa  recta  of  the  medullary  substance,  than 
the  vessels  of  the  glomeruli.  3.  When  we  find  in  a  phthis- 
ical, or  old  syphilitic  patient,  or  in  a  person  suffering  from  chronic 
suppurative  ostitis,  enlargement  of  the  spleen  and  liver  without  al- 
buminuria we  may  think  on  an  amyloid  degeneration  of  these  or- 
gans and  of  the  kidneys.  4.  We  make  a  mistake  if  we  rate  the 
begining  of  amyloid  degeration  in  the'body  from  the  first  appear- 
ance of  albuminuria,  because  amyloid  degeneration  attacks  more  fre- 
quently priorily  the  spleen  and  liver  than  the  kidneys,  and  because 
amyloid  kidney  may  be  present  without  albuminuria. — Allg.  Med* 
Cenir,  Zeit,  101,  1881, 

NERVE  STRETCHING. 


Prof.  E.  C.  Seguin  reports  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Archives 
of  Medicine  three  cases  of  chronic  trigeminal  neuralgia  where  after 
the  failure  of  the  usual  remedies,  (Duquersers  crystallized  Aconitia, 
extr.  Gelsem.,  Sol.  Phosph.  Thompson;  injections  of  chloroform  in 
cheek,*  galvanism,  stabile,  25  cells)  resection  of  right  infra-orbital 
nerve  was  performed,  but  the  pain  returned  gradually,  till  the  pa- 
tient was  as  bad  as  before.  The  second  case  was  relieved  by  Aconitia, 
Iron  and  Fowler's  solution.  Finally,  the  learned  professor  considers 
Aconitia  the  chief  agent  to  be  relied  on  for  the  alleviation  of  this 
neuralgia  and  for  its  cure,  and  (2)  Grelsem.,  and  Arsenic,  from  galvan- 
ism, the  actual  cautery,  injections  of  chloroform,  no  benefit  is  de- 
rived; morphia  and  chloral  afford  only  temporary  relief. 

Dr.  A.  Claude  {Bulletin  de  la  Societe  Med,  Horn,  de  France, 
Juin,  1881\  publishes  two  cases  of  facial  neuralgia  treated  with 


22  AMERICAN  OBSERTER.  [AfpHl 

Atropine,  after  the  failure  of  Belladonna  and  other  remedies,  of  which 
one  was  entirely  cured,  the  other  only  relieved.  (Kafka  taught  u» 
long  ago  that  in  many  cases  where  the  original  drug  fails,  we  ought 
instead  of  changing  the  remedy,  to  try  its  alkaloid.  Further  prov- 
ings  of  many  of  the  alkaloids  are  still  necessary). 

Though  tic-doloreux  has  been  cured  by  internal  remedies,  still 
the  science  of  anatomy  has  made  such  rapid  strides  that  every  phy- 
sician ought  be  able  to  perform  the  operation  of  nerve-stretching, 
even  when  it  is  rather  more  difficult  than  ordinary;  and  resection  of 
the  nerve  ought  to  be  abandoned,  or  be  considered  only  as  an  ulti-- 
matum  when  nerve-stretching  fails. 

Langenbuch  {Berlin  Med.  Wochenschrift  21^  1881\  has  now 
performed  stretching  of  the  ischiaticus  with  lasting  benefit  in  more 
than  thirty  cases;  and  found  it  of  especial  benefit  in  those  compli- 
cated functions  of  the  nervous  system,  generally  considered  as  sym- 
pathetic and  vasomotory.  Thus  a  case  of  pruritis  senilis  and  an- 
other one  of  chronic  pemphigus  were  greatly  relieved.  He  also  ope- 
rated in  two  cases  of  sclerosis  of  the  lateral  column,  and  it  may  be 
worth  while  to  relate  the  case:  A  laborer,  44  years  old,  entered  the 
Lazarus  hospital,  April  21st,  1881.  A  year  ago  he  was  taken  with 
muscular  tension  in  the  right  leg,  combined  to  muscular  debility 
and  spasmodic  tension  ot  the  muscles;  off  and  on.  especially  at 
night,  he  suffered  from  painful  twitchings,  and  sensitiveness  waa 
diminished  in  the  instep,  in  the  skin  of  the  leg  and  partly  in  the 
sole  of  the  foot.  The  knee-phenomenon  on  the  right  leg  somewhat 
increased.  The  gait  of  the  patient  was  remarkable;  the  unaffect- 
ed leg  was  inhibited  by  the  right  one  from  progressing,  as  the  latter 
flew  at  every  step  forwards  about  a  foot  and  always  only  to. the 
height  of  the  left  standing  foot,  the  motion  was  spasmodic,  jerky 
and  clearly  atactic.  He  affirmed  of  bavins:  lost  all  power  over  the 
foot  and  that  he  could  not  reach  the  point  intended  tor  putting 
down  the  foot,  though  he  controlled  every  step  with  his  eyes- 
April  22nd  the  right  ischiaticus  was  stretched  and  a  few  days  after- 
wards the  gait  was  perfectly  normal. 

In  two  cases  of  multiple  selerosis,  combinations  of  the  medul- 
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lary  bulbar  and  cerebral  form,  the  operation  produced  decided  amel- 
ioration. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  any  more  that  nerve-stretching  has  an 
important  influence  on  the  nervous  system,  be  it  peripheral  or  cen- 
tral, and  frequently  we  are  thus  enabled  to  remove  disturbances  lo- 
cated in  the  spinal  cord.  We  studied  them  at  first  successfully  in 
tabes;  but  in  many  other  spinaLafiFections,  hitherto  considered  near- 
ly incurable,  the  regulating  action  is  equally  manifest,  and  though 
the  perfect  cure  does  not  alway  follow,  a  decided  amelioration  can  in 
most  cases  be  expected,  and  it  is  cuiious  that  the  cases  of  bad  prog- 
nosis were  more  benefited  than  cases  not  so  far  advanced.  In  some 
cases  the  symptoms  disappeared  suddenly,  in  others  it  took  longer. 
Sometimes  when  the  patient  first  gets  up,  there  is  muscular  weak- 
ness of  the  legs  which  can  be  removed  by  massage,  electricity  and 
methodical  exercises  in  walking.  In  relation  to  the  technic  of  the 
operation  Langensbuch  mentions  that  he  stretched  over  120  large 
nerve-trunks,  and  considers  it  of  great  importance.  Where  and  how 
the  stretching  is  performed,  he  promises  an  essay  on  that  point.  In 
every  case  so  much  can  be  promised  to  the  sufferer,  that  he  has 
nothing  to  lose  by  the  operation,  but  only  to  gain,  even  if  it  were 
only  temporary. 

(We  refer  the  reader  to  an  excellent  article  by  Drs.  Frazer 
and  Lee  in  the  Journal  of  Nervous  and  Mental  Diseases,  April  1881^ 
and  to  a  short  article  by  Dr.  Hammond  in  the  Medical  Record^ 
August  13,  1881). 

ANTIMONIUM   TARTARISATUM  IN    ORCHITIS. 

Imbert-Gourbevre  considers  this  dru^:  one  of  our  best  reme- 
dies  in  cutting  short  an  attack  of  orchitis,  even  in  the  small  dose 
of  1-5  of  a  grain  in  a  small  pitcher  lull  of  water,  a  dessertspoonful 
of  it  every  hour  or  two.  Tiie  pain  ceases  quickly  and  resolution 
follows  soon.  It  does  not  need  the  dose  of  an  emetic,  and  the 
vomiting,  considered  formerly  necessary,  nor  the  application 
of  leeches  and  poultices.  Milder  treatment  begins  to  prevail. — 
VArt  Medicale, 
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The  Albuminuria  of  Fevers  {Medical  Record), — Dr.  Eckstein 
distinguishes  three  varieties  of  albuminuria  accompanying  the 
febrile  state  {Deutsche  Medizimsche  Wochenschrift):  First,  albumin- 
uria caused  by  acute  nephritis;  second,  the  so-called  febrile  albu- 
minuria; and  third,  albuminuria  caused  by  venous  hyperaemia. 
The  last  form,  in  which  the  urine  is  small  in  quantity  and  of  high 
specific  gravity,  occasionally  containing  casts  and  renal  epithelium, 
is  diagnosed  mainly  by  the  presence  of  other  symptoms  pointing  to 
venous  hyperaemia,  such  as  cyanosis,  enlargement  of  the  liver,  and 
dyspnoea.  The  author  opposes  the  belief  that  venous  hyper- 
aemia is  the  sole  cause  oi  albuminuria  in  febrile  disease.  He  be- 
lieves that  it  is  responsible  for  the  albuminuria  occurring  in  acute 
croupous  pneumonia,  and  in  rapidly  formed  pleuritic  effusion,  the 
local  affection  acting  mechanically,  first  on  the  right  side  of  the 
heart,  then  on  the  venous  system  generally.  Acute  nephritis  Dr. 
lilckstein  believes  to  be  a  metastatic  inflammation,  an  infective  pro- 
cess, in  which  the  micro-organism,  although  it  has  not  yet  been 
demonstrated,  as  in  kidney  affection  from  diphtheria  or  pyaemia, 
will  at  no  distant  date  be  isolated.  The  result  oi  acute  nephritis 
is  either  complete  recovery  or  death,  very  rarely  chronic  nephritis. 

In  the  so-called  febrile  albuminuria,  which  Dr.  Eckstein  main- 
ly considers,  the  amount  of  urine  is  butslio:htly  diminished,  accord- 
ing to  the  severity  of  the  fever  itself;  the  amount  of  albumen  is 
ino<lerate,  and  the  normal  excretory  constituents  of  the  urine  are 
not  diminished.  That  the  albuminuria  in  such  cases  is  caused  by 
hyperaemia  of  the  kidney,  either  active  or  passive,  seems  to  Dr. 
Eckstein  improbable.  P^or  the  first  result  of  a  congestive  hyperae- 
mia would  be  an  increased  amount  of  urine  which  is  not  present; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  a  passive 
hyperaemia,  except  in  such  cases  as  have  already  been  classed  under 
albuminuria  from  direct  venous  congestion.  Runeberg  has  lately 
explained  the  diminished  secretion  and  albuminuria  in  febrile  dis- 
eases by  the  degeneration  of  the  heart-muscle  and  consequent  fall 
of  arterial  tension.  But,  as  Dr.  Eckstein  points  out,  in  many  dis- 
eases where  the  arterial  tension  is  reduced  to  a  very  low  point,  there 
may  be  absolutely  no  albumen  in  the  urine.  That  albuminuria  is 
caused  simply  by  the  abnormal  temperature,  or  by  an  alteration  of 
the  albumen  of  the  blood,  is  not,  Dr.  Eckstein  believes  supported  by 
fact-  For  the  albuminuria  is  frequently  in  no  relation  whatever  to 
the  temperature,  and  the  albumen  in  the  great  majority  of  instances 
in  no  way  differs  from  the  serum  albumen  of  the  blood. 

Dr.  Eckstein  sums  up  his  views  as  follows:  Febrile  albumin- 
uria depends  on  a  local  process  in  the  kidneys  of  an  inflammatory 
nature,  or  at  least  closelv  related  to  inflammation,  and  having  its 
fiite  mainly  in  the  epithelium  of  the  kidney,  cloudy  swelling,  albu- 
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rainouB  infiltration,  or  parenchymatous  inflammation.  This  process 
is  probably  caused  by  an  infection  of  the  kidneys,  either  from  the 
passaf^e  throuh  them  of  low  parasitic  organisms,  or  from  the  inflam- 
matory action  of  soluble  toxic  substances  passing  through  them. 
The  same  infection  acting  in  a  stronger  degree  can  produce  acute 
nephritis.  Acute  infective  nephritis,  therefore,  and  febrile  renal 
affection,  are  only  different  degrees  of  the  same  process,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  febrile  renal  affection  is  an  aborted  acute  infective  neph- 
ritis. 

Successful  Transplantation  of  Muscle  (Beilage  z.  Central. 
f.  Chir.,  1882,  No.  29,  D.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal). — Oluck 
(Berlin)  has  shown,  by  experiments  upon  animals,  that  muscular 
tissoecan  be  successfully  transplanted.  In  February  last,  Hel- 
ferich  (Munich)  removed  a  tumor  from  the  upper  part  of  a  man's 
arm,  and  in  doing  so  had  to  remove  nearly  the  whole  thickness  of 
the  biceps  muscle,  to  the  extent  of  four  and  a  half  inches.  To 
remedy  this  defect,  he  transplanted  a  slightly  longer  and  thicker 
portion  of  the  biceps  fenwr is  of  a  dog,  securing  it  by  catgut  sutures 
at  both  ends.  The  operation  was  performed  with  strict  antiseptic 
precautions,  minus  the  spray.  At  the  first  dressing,  ten  days  after 
the  operation,  it  was  found  that  a  portion  of  the  transplanted  mus- 
cle, the  full  length  of  the  original  portion,  but  not  an  eighth  part 
of  its  thickness,  was  "necrosed."  After  that  the  wound  healed 
rapidly. 

The  subsequent  application  of  electricity  restored  the  func- 
tion ot  the  arm,  and  it  appeared  to  those  who  observed  the  case 
that  the  transplanted  muscle  contracted  under  its  application.  This 
case  was  reported  at  the  German  Surgical  Congress  in  June  last, 
and,  in  the  discussion  which  followed,  Lange  (New  York)  stated 
that  he  also  had  transplanted  a  piece  of  dog's  muscle  to  fill  a  defect 
caused  by  an  operation,  and  that  the  graft  had  united,  but  showed 
no  signs  of  functional  activity. 

Intermittent  Mania  (Eimsta  de  Medicina  y  Cimrgia  Praticas^ 
No.  152,  1882). — Dr.  Kibas  relates  the  case  of  a  man  who  suffered 
from  maniacal  attacks  occurring  with  great  regularity  every  second 
day. 

The  delirium  was  sometimes  quiet,  at  other  times  violent. 
In  the  lucid  intervals,  beyond  a  slight  confusion  of  ideas  in  the 
morning,  which  disappeared  in  a  few  hours,  the  patient  was  appar- 
ently rational.  On  his  sane  days  he  was  accustomed  to  go  about 
without  any  restraint,  and  no  one  seeing  him  at  such  times  would 
imagine  that  he  had  been  a  raving  maniac  the  day  before,  and  would 
become  one  again  the  following  day.  Quinine  in  every  form  was 
employed,  with  no  effect  beyond  modifying  slightly  the  intensity 
of  the  paroxysms. 
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Sa^Wvta^z^u  Sciei^^ce. 


BU8HR0D  W.  JAMES,   A.  M.,  M.  D.,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.,  EDITOR. 


SANITARY  NOTES. 

Dr.  C.  A.  LIndsley,  of  Yale  College,  wishes  toeflFect  the  proscrip- 
tion of  all  "proprietary  medicines."  He  would  ostracize,  as  unsafe- 
not  only  "quack  medicines,"  but  also  all  the  food  preparations,  and 
elixirs  of  druggists. 

The  Stabe  Sanitary  Convention  of  New  Jersey  met  at  Trenton^ 
N.  J.,  on  the  14th  and  15th  of  December. 

A  course  of  lectures  was  delivered  in  Philadelphia,  in  Decem- 
ber, by  Miss  Mary  Hobart,  of  Boston,  on  Sanitary  matters  of  im- 
portance. The  first  lecture  had  for  its  subject  "How  to  wash  and 
dress  a  baby;"  and  the  secoad,  was  on  "Cooting  for  the  sick."  The 
lectures  were  delivered  under  the  auspices  of  the  Franklin  lasti- 
tute  of  Philadelphia. 

The  preparation  of  tea  has  been  condemned  as  an  unhealthy 
occupation.  The  charcoal  fires  used  in  the  process  generate  quan- 
tities of  carbonic  acid,  the  evil  effect  of  which  has  at  last  caused  the 
authorities  to  proclaim  its  condemnation. 

Sometimes  religous  usage  and  sanitary  common  sense  clash,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  Sacred  Springs  at  Mecca,  which  the  Mahom<^tans 
jealously  guard  as  sacred,  and  which  Dr.  Frankland  has  lately  auai- 
yzed,  and  found  to  be  a  sewer  water  of  the  most  deadly  kind,  con- 
taining not  less  than  579  grains  of  solid  matter  per  gallon.  This 
water  is  sent  all  over  the  East,  generating  disease,  and  propagating 
epidemics. 

The  Revm  d' Hygiene  notes  a  poison  case  caused  by  eating  green 
colored  tablets,  consisting  of  sulphate  or  carbonate  of  calcium  ^and 
an  arsenical  composition.  These  paint  tablets  are  sold  at  low  prices^ 
and  parents  should  be  careful  to  guard  against  possible  poisoning. 
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Careful  invesfcigation  of  the  ruined  Berlin  Hygienic  Exhibi- 
tion has  resulted  in  the  unfortunate  conclusion  that  nearly  a  year 
must  elapse  before  the  building  and  collections  will  be  sufficiently 
restored  to  open  the  exhibition.  It  would  seem  that  the  prepara- 
tions to  meet  emergencies,  particularly  the  supply  of  water  in  case 
of  fire,  were  totally  inadequate,  and  also  that,  to  save  monej',  the 
directors  had  purchased  the  well-dried  materials  from  the  commit- 
tee of  last  year's  Industrial  Exhibition  in  Halle. — Medical  and 
Surgical  Reporter^ 

Mr.  Charles  G.  Francklyn  has  founded  and  endowed  a  sanitar- 
ium for  poor  children  at  Elberon,  New  Jersey. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

Medical  authorities  insist  that  the  sanitar^^  inspection  of  our 
cities  should  be  intrusted  to  a  corps  of  police  surgeons,  and  should 
be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  politicians,  who,  through  carelesness 
or  ignoraiice,  are  quite  unfitted  for  that  work. 

NEW  SANITARY  SOCIETY. 

A  new  Sanitary  Association  has  been  established  in  Liverpool, 
the  object  of  which  is  to  provide  the  best  practical  advice  on  san- 
itary matters,  and  to  advance  the  knowledge  of  the  science. 

POOR  EYESIGHT  IN  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Hoppel,  in  an  address  read  before  the  West  Tennes- 
see Normal  Institute,  on  School  Hygiene,  speaking  of  the  poor 
(eyesight  of  many  of  the  pupils,  says:  **How  can  you  as  teachers, 
parents,  or  friends,  remedy  this  evil?  Much  depends  upon 
the  faulty  way  in  which  the  school  rooms  are  lighted;  and  of 
course  then,  much  can  be  done  by  way  of  relief,  by  knowing  the 
evil,  and  as  far  as  is  in  your  power  removing  it.  An  insufficient  light 
is  a  great  evil,  but  an  improper  light  may  prove  a  worse  one.  A 
careful  stuHy  of  the  subject  has  shown  that  school  rooms  should  be 
lighted  from  the  pupils'  side,  preferably  the  left  if  possible,  and 
that  the  windows  should  occupy  an  area  in  the  wall  equal  to,  at 
leasts  one-fifth  of  the  fioor  spac*e.    By  no  means  admit  light  from 
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the  front,  or,  unless  compelled  to  do  so,  from  the  rear.  If  from  the 
front,  the  glare  of  the  light  is  so  great  as  to  damage  the  eye;  if 
from  behind,  many  of  the  rays  are  cut  off  by  the  child^s  head;  if 
from  the  right  side,  a  few  of  the  rays  are^Iost,  in  right-handed  child- 
ren, by  the  way  in  which  they  ordinarily  hold  their  books;  or  to 
express  the  idea  a  little  differently,  the  eye  should  always  receive 
the  reflected  rays,  not  the  direct  ones.  To  favor  the  eye  still  fur- 
ther, windows  should  be  curtained,  and  those  school  books  should 
be  selected  in  which  the  paper  is  smooth,  and  white,  and  the  type 
large  and  distinct.  The  study  of  the  pupil  should  be  carried  on,  as 
much  as  possible,  by  daylight;  the  use  of  artificial  light  should  be 
avoided." — Medical  arid  Surgtcal  Reporter, 

DRAIN  TEST. 

Mr.  Macleod,  the  sanitary  officer  of  Glasgow,  has  suggested  a 

very  simple  and  accurate  drain  test.     The  smoke  of  ignited  cotton 

waste  is  blown  by  a  machine  into  the  whole  drainage  system  of  a 

building,  and  by  issuing  from  the  mischievous  holes  and  crannies 

"discloses  the  po-ition  of  a  leakage  with  perfect  accuracy.''  When 
no  smoke  appears  it  may  be  concluded  with  perfect  confidence,  that 
the  pipeage  is  sound  and  safe.  The  defect  detective  is  an  improve- 
ment on  the  ether-vapor  system  which  has  been  proposed  for  the 
same  purpose. — Medical  Times  and  Gazette, 

PHILADELPHIA  DRINKING  WATER. 

The  Schuylkill  drinking  water  has  been  an  abomination,  this  winter* 
and  much  of  the  enteric  disorders  in  Philadelphia  has  bt^en  mainly  due 
to  this  cause.  How  can  it  be  other w^ise  when  the  river  receives  all  vari- 
eties of  vile  deposits,  in  the  upper  portion  of  its  course,  and,  a  few  miles 
fuijther  down,  is  turned  into  the  pipes  which  supply  the  city?  The 
MedicaJ  Reporter  advises  its  readers  to  boil  and  then  filter  their  drinkinflr 
water  and  so  render  themselves  impervious  to  disease.  The  Legislature 
of  the  state  has  taken  the  matter  up  and  proposes  to  keep  all  the  drink- 
ing water  streams  pure. 

SWEET  MILK    FOR  CHILDREN. 

To  secure  sweet  milk  for  the  infants  of  the  poor  is  a  difficult 
matter.  It  has  taxed  the  authorities  to  check  the  sieUe  of  skimnmilk, 
and  even  if  this  was  accomplished,  and  sweet,  wholesome  milk  is 
lioutcht  by  the  poor,  it  turns  sour  in  the  heated,  impure  atinosphere  of 
the  tenement  house.  To  reach  this  evil,  the  N.  T.  State  Charities  Aid 
Association,  in  their  last  annual  report,  advocated  the  maintenance  of 
places  in  those  quarters  of  the  city  of  New  York,  where  most  needed, 
at  which  pure  milk  in  small  quantities  can  be  bought  during  the  entire 
dav.  They  ask  for  private  benevolence  to  start  the  places,  and  express 
a  belief  that  such  places,  carefully  managed  would  pay  expenses. 
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PTOMAINS  IN  FORENSIC  MEDICINE. 

BY  CLIFFORD  MITCHELL,  M.  D. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  editor  of  this  department  to  present  to  the 
profession  all  the  information  possible  in  re^^ard  to  the  cadaveric  alka- 
loids, called  ptoi»at7i«.  Gautier,  of  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine, 
claims  to  have  been  the  tirst/  to  notice  the  presence  of  these  alkaloids 
in  the  decaying  dead  body.  Subsequently  a  paper  on  the  subject  was 
read  by  him  at  the  International  Congress  of  Hygiene  in  1878;  Che  arti- 
cle on  Putrefaction,  in  the  second  volume  of  Wurtz's  Chemical  Diction- 
ary (Diet,  de  Chimie),  was  also  written  by  him;  and  later,  articles  on 
these  substances  appeared  from  his  pen  in  the  Journal  d'  Anatomic  et 
de  Phvsiologie  (Sept.,  1881,)  and  in  the  Annales  d'hygiene  (1881,  Vol.  5,  p. 
546). 

Professor  Selrai,  of  Bologna,  Italy,  who  became  widely  known  on 
account  of  his  articles  on  ptomains,  published  three  papers  in  1872, 1878, 
and  1879  respectively :  the  first  was  entitled  '*  Natural  alkaloid  princi- 
ples lound  in  the  cadaver  and  liable  to  give  rise  to  suspicions  of  poison- 
ing flt>in' the  toxie  alkaloids:"  the  second  was  called  simply  **  Cadaveric 
alkaloids,"  and  the  third  **  Toxic  alkaloids  from  amyloid  substances." 
In  1880  Gianettl  and  Corona  read  a  paper  before  the  Academy  of  Sas- 
sari  on  '*  Cadaveric  alkaloids,  or  the  ptomains  of  Selmi." 

In  the  same  year  the  French  expert  Boutmy,  in  connection  with  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Brouardel,  investigated  the  subject  and  published  the  re- 
sults of  their  labors  in  three  papers,  all  of  which  have  appeared  in  the 
Annales  (Thygiene:  the  first  was  entitled  **  Physiological  experimenta- 
tion as  proof  of  poisoning  from  organic  alkaloids,"  and  was  written  by 
Boutmy;  the  second  **  Development  of  cadaveric  alkaloids,"  written  by 
both  men  together;  the  ttiird,  *'  lieactions  of  ptomains  and  of  vetretable 
alkaloids,"  also  written  by  both  of  them.  The  second  of  these  papers 
was  translated  from  the  French  and  appeared  entire  in  the  American 
Otmrver  for  Dec.,  1880. 

A  valuable  article  on  the  same  subject^  was  written  in  1880  by  Rob- 
ert entitled  **  Contribution  to  the  history  of  ptomains,"  in  wliich  a  re- 
view ©f  Uusemann's  work  entitled  "  Ptomains;  their  significance  in  le- 
gal chemistry  and  in  toxicology,"  was  made.  This  article  of  Robert's 
appeaiM  In  the  Annales  (Thygiene,  Nov.,  1880.  The  biblography  of  this 
subject  may  tben  be  arranged  as  follows: 

•  Gantief.  €omptes  re^idns  du  Oonyris  International  d^  hygiene  de 
Paris,  1878.  Diet,  de  Chemie  de  Wurtz  art  Putrefaction,  Les  Alaaloids 
derivis  des  matieris  proteiques  sous  V  infhience  de  la  vie  des  ferments  et 
des  tissus  {Joum.  d'  anat  et  cfe  phpsioto^ie  Sept.  1881).  Ptnt-on  distin- 
gvbtH  a^mjoHffd  '^imi  les  aloaloides  cadMriques  d^  antres  atcaloides  natur- 
els  on  antifleiels.    (Ann,  d^  hygiene,  1881,  tome  v  p.  546.) 

Selml.  Des  nrimfipes  alaaloideqne  naturels  trouves  dans  les  visceres 
pomant  donrter  lieu  a  des  soupcons  d*  emjn  is  miument  par  Its  alcaloides 
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toxiqtt^,  lS12.—Alnaloid€S  cadaveriqv£S,  Bologne,  1878,    Alcaloides  toxv- 
gues  de  substances  1879. 

Husemann.    Ptomaine.    (Schmidt's  JahrhucTier,  June,  1880. 

Robert.     Contribution  de  V  etude  des  ptomains  (Annals  d^  hygiene, 

Nov,,  1880). 

Gianetti  e  Corona.  Sugli  alcaloidi  cadaverici  o  ptomaine  del  Selmi, 
Memoria  letta  all  Acadenda  di  Sassari  JCIJl.  Adunanza,  1880, 

Boutmy .  De  C  experimentation  physwlogigue  comme  pi^euve  de  V  emr 
poisonnement  par  les  alcaloides  organiques  (Ann,  <f  hyg.  1880,  tome  IV. 

p,  193. 

Brouardel  et  Boutmy.  Bemloppement  des  alcaloides  cadavenquss 
(Ptomaines)  (Ann,  d*  hyg.  188o,  tome  IV. p.  SU).—Reactidni  desptommns 
et  des  alcaloides  vegetatix.    (Ann.  d*  hyg.  1881,  tome  VI.  p.  9. 

Gamier.  Les  ptomains  decant  les  tribunaux.  (Ann.  d*  hygiene  Jan., 
1883.) 

Besides  the  works  quoted,  various  experiments  have  been  mfAe  and 
the  results  chronicled  in  articles  appearing  chiefly  in  German  journals 
by  Panum,  Henmer  and  Schweninger,  Bergmann,  Sonnenschein  and 
Zulzer,  Alby  and  Schwazembache,  Ranke  and  others. 

Those  not  reading  German,  French  or  Italian  with  facility  will  find 
articles  in  English  on  this  subject  written  by  the  editor  of  this  depart- 
ment, which  have  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  the  Observer;  and  in 
addition  to  the  present  article  will  give  a  tolerably  fair  idea  of  the 
whole  subject.    The  list  is  as  follows: 

Mitchell.  Clifford.  Eocpert  testimony  by  Chemists.  (Paper  read  at 
Illinois  State  Society  (Homosop.)  May,  1879).  Contribution  to  the  history 
of  ptomuins  (American  Observer,  Juiy,  1881).  Ptomains  (American  06- 
server,  Dec.,  1860). 

The  paper  read  at  the  Illinois  State  Society  appeared  subsequently 
in  the  United  States  Medical  Investigator  of  July  Ist,  1879$  and  was  con- 
cluded in  the  number  of  July  15th. 

One  of  the  latest  contributions  to  the  subject  is  an  article  by  L.  Gar- 
nier  entitled  Les  Ptomaines  decant  les  tribunaux.  ["  Ptomains  in  Med- 
ico-Legal Cases,"*  of  which  we  subjoin  a  translation. — C.  M.] 

HISTORY    AND    PROPERTIES. 

June  23rd,  1882,  Edward  Martine  was  brought  before  the  Court  of 
Assizes  at  Epinal  charged  with  the  murder  of  his  niece,  a  woman  of  24 
years.  Analysis  of  the  viscera  by  Gamier  and  Schlagdenhauffen  result- 
ed in  the  isolation  of  a  considerable  amount  (0  gr.  85)  of  a  perfectly 
crystallized  substance  presenting  all  the  physical,  chemical  and  physio- 
logical properties  of  strychnine;  and  inasmuch  as  absorption  of  the 
poison  was  proved  by  its  presence  in  the  brain,  the  two  experts  were 
forced  to  conclude  that  it  was  a  case  of  poisoning  by  that  alkaloid.* 

About  ten  years  ago  Gautier  and  Selmi  discovered  simultaneously 
tbat  the  putrefaction  of  dead  bodies  gives  rise  to  a  small  quantity. of 
special  alkaloids,  cadaveric  alkaloids,  ptomains  of  Selmi.  Ttiis  being 
so,  we  can  conceive  that  the  presence  of  these  poisons  of  animal  ojrigin 
in  a  medico-legal  case  is  likely  to  complicate  medical  researches..  In  the 
case  mention^  above— that  of  Martine— the  defen$e  using  it^^n^t^t, 
brought  in  an  expiBrt  to  turn  against  Gautier  and  his  colleague  the^ 
points  on  ptomains  whicli  they  were  able  to  extract  in  evidence  from' 
the  latter  chemist.    The  question  of  ptomaias  being  the  .order  9!  tjxe 

♦Literally, "  before  the  tribunals." 
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day,  and  sure  to  be  brought  up  in  every  case  where  a  vegetable  poison  is 
administered,  a  general  sketch  of  the  entire  subject  will  be  given  here, 
the  possible  arguments  discussed,  and  the  difficulty  of  saving  the  crimi- 
nal by  means  of  such  arguments,  shown. 

Ptomains  are  substances  generally  amorphous,  oxygenated  or  non- 
oxygenated,  fixed  or  volatile,  alkaline  in  nature,  forming  crystallizable 
salts  with  acids,  and  behaving  in  their  general  properties  like  vegetable 
alkaloids;  like  the  latter  they  precipitate  certain  special  reagents;  like 

the  latter  they  exercise,  especially  when  free,  a  general  toxic  action  upon 
the  animal  economy  with  manifestation  of  certain  symptoms,  among 
which  the  following  predominate:  dilatation  of  the  pupil  followed  by 
contraction^  sometimes  conmdsions  often  followed  by  muscular  flaccid- 
ness,  slowing  of  the  heart's  action^  loss  of  cutaneous  sensibility  and 
mtufcular  contractility  even  under  electric  excitation,  which  is  produced 
by  no  vegetable  poison  except  muscarine.  They  differ  from  vegetable 
alkaloids  and  certain  natural  toxic  substances  by  instantaneous  reduction 
of  red  prussiate,  with  production  ot  Prussian  blue  after  addition  of  ferric 
chloride;  but  this  reaction  is  not  absolutely  peculiar  to  them  since  cer- 
tain alkaloids,  namely  morphine,  veratrine,  apomorphine,  hyoscyamine, 
and  muscarine  give  the  same  result;  however,  in  the  absence  of  the 
abx>ve  mentioned  poisons,  the  preceding  reaction  studied  by  Brouardel 
and  Boutmy  retains  its  practical  value. 

The  name  of  ptomain  which  has  been  given  to  these  substances  by 
Selmi  has  its  origin  in  the  fact  that  most  of  tbem  are  volatile  or  of  great 
alterability,  especially  in  contact  with  the  air  which  disengages  f roM 
them  various  odors  in  character  urinous,  cadaveric  or  virulent,  but 
more  especially  under  the  influence  of  acid  reagents  which  develop  on 
the  other  hand  very  agreeable  odors  in  them,  suggesting  orange  flower 
musk  and  white  thorn. 

These  ptomains  are  produced  in  the  putrefaction  of  organic  nitro- 
genous matters,  and  should,  in  consequence,  appear  in  dead  bodies  more 
or  less  rapidly  after  death,  according  to  external  influences.  These  al- 
kaloids were  flrst  discovered  in  dead  bodies,  but  Pouchet,  Gautier  and 
Etard  have  shown  that  they  exist  in  small  amounts  in  the  various  fluids 
and  humors  of  the  normal  economy,  as  in  the  urine,  blood,  bile,  saliva, 
juice  of  the  muscles,  etc.,  and  Gautier  believes  that  their  presence  is  due 
either  to  insufficient  elimination  ot  those  principles  considered  neces- 
sary waste  products  of  the  living  cellules  or  to  an  exaggeration  in  their 
formation,  becoming  at  times  pathological,  the  appearance  of  certain 
functional  troubles,  as  for  example  the  eclampsiform  symptoms  of  ursB- 
mla.  He  has  also  had  a  glimpse  at  the  very  intimate  ties  of  relation- 
ship between  these  poisons  and  the  toxic  principles  of  poisons  secreted 
by  several  species  of  animals,  serpents  and  others,  or  those  of  poisonous 
mushrooms,  especially  muscarine,  which,  among  other  ways,  has  been 
obtained  by  the  oxydation  of  the  neurine  of  the  yelk  of  an  egg,  isomeric 
with  the  neurine  of  nervous  tissue  and  with  the  choline  of  the  bile.  In 
the  numerous  works  relative  to  ptomains,  no  mention  is  made  of  the  quan- 
tity of  animal  poison  produced  by  a  known  amount  of  putrefying  animal 
matter;  as  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  however,  this  amount  is  infinitesimal 
relatively.  From  various  experiments  it  would  appear  that  there  are 
several  ptomains;  Garnier  holds  that  they  have  not  been  sufficiently 
studied  to  enable  us  to  differentiate  with  certainty  between  a  particular 
ptomain  and  another  product  found  under  different  circumstances. 
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STARTLING  POSSIBILITIES! 

There  is  one  fact  which  is  constantly  rerified  in  practice  and  wbieh 
may  prove  a  serious  m«tterto  the  expert  entrusted  with ^medico-Iefal 
examinations,  and  that  is  the  EXTREME  DIFFICULTY  OF  SEPAR- 
ATING TRUE  ALKALOIDS  FROM  THE  PTOMAIXS  WITH 
WHICH  THEY  MAY  BE  MIXED,  in  case  the  analysis  has  not  been 
made  immediately,  say  within  from  24  to  48  hours  after  death.  In  spite  of 
the  series  of  proaesses  recommended  by  Dragendorff,  the  vegetable  alka- 
loids extracted  from  the  viscera,  etc.,  will  ALWAYS  be  more  or  less  mixed 
with  ptomains,  and  give  the  Prussian  blue  reaction.  Inasmuch  also  as 
there  are  other  characteristics  common  to  ptomains  with  the  vegetable 
alkaloids,  the  chemist  is  likely  to  be  seriously  embarrassed  if  he  doe» 
not  take  the  care  to  determine  ALL  the  properties  of  the  isolated  poison 
WITHOUT  EXCEPTION,  and  to  compare  the  results  obtained  with 

the  reactions  laid  down  of  the  substance  which  he  believes  he  has  be- 
fore his  eyes. 

IT  IS  OXLY  WHEX  THE  WORK  IS  CARRIED  OX  WITH 
MOST  SCRUPULOUS  CARE  that  mistakes  can  POSSIBLY  l>e  avoided. 

To  show  now  great  a  chance  there  is  for  error,  we  will  quote  the 
cases  cited  by  Boutmyand  Brouardel:    These  cliemists  extracte<l  from 
the  body  of  a  drowned  man,  which  had  been  18  months  under  water,  a 
fixed  jllkaloid  of  animal  origin  presenting  all  the  chemical  and  physlo- 
ogieal  attributes    of  veratrine,  uotablv   the  Prussian  blue  reaction. 
SUPPOSE  THE  MAX  HAD  BEEX  POISOXED  BY  VERATRINE; 
HOW  COULD  THE  LATTER  BE  DISTINGUISHED  FROM  THE 
PTOMAIN  with  which  the  veratrine  must  necessarily  be  mixed?    Two 
answers  may  be  given  to  this  question:    tirst,  the  base  must  be  crystal- 
lized and  an  exact  determination  made  of  its  crystalline  form*;  second, 
the  isolated  poison  must  be  injected  hypodermically  into  an  animal  and 
the  persistence  of  muscular  excitability  by  the  induced  electric  current 
ascertained;  but  it  the  proportion  of  veratrine  were  very  much  less 
than  that  of  the  ptomain.  the  value  of  this  test  WOULD  BE  CORRES- 
PlWDINGLY  DIMINISHED. 

CAN  WE  TELL  PTOMAINS  FKOM  MORPHINE? 

It  would  appear  to  be  equally  diflicult  to  distinguish  morphine  from 
a  ptomain;  both  reduce  red  prussiate  and  occasion  physiological 
changes  among  which  those  peculiar  to  narcoto-acrid  substances  pre- 
dominate; luckily,  however,  Troehde*s  reagent*  and  ferric  thloride  en- 
able us  to  recognize  morphine;  moreover,  physiological  experimentation 
shows  that  morphine  kills  slowly  and  a  o^pairativelv  large  dl^WNis-re- 
qnired,  stupefying  the  animal  and  leaving  the  muscles  susceptiole  to 
electric  agitation;  but  to  the  latter  t«st  the  same  objection  may  be 
made  as  in  the  case  of  veratrine,  namely:  if  the  amount  of  the  ptomain 
were  largely  in  eorcess  in  the  mixture  thii»  electric  excitability  wdiildl^e 
masked.  Fortunately,  the  amount  of  ptomains  is  always  so  smatl^  that 
it  cannot  influence  beyond  a  certain  point  the  special  reactions  of  the 
vegetable  poison. 

♦How  often  Is  tlilt  done?— €,  M. 
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WORST    OF  all! 

There  is  one  case  where  it  is  indeed  exceedingly  difficult  to  avoid  er- 
ror. Suppose  that  side  by  side  with  a  well-recognized  quantity  of  pto- 
main  tliere  is  found  only  a  trace  of  the  alkaloid  catmng  death!  For  ex- 
ample, suppose  a  person  to  be  poisoned  with  the  minimum  fatal  dose  of 
strychnine,  and  the  analysis  of  the  viscera,  etc.,  be  made  several  months 
after  death.  During  this  time  the  strychnine  is  gradually  disappearing* 
and  the  ptomains  graduallv  increasing  in  amount.  It  is  easy  to  see  that 
THE  TRACE  OF  STRYCHNINE  WILL  BE  COMPLETELY  MASK- 
ED in  its  characteristics  by  those  of  the  predominant  ptomain.  The 
well-known  violent  blue  coloration  which  strychnine  yields  with  the 
mixture  of  potassium  bichromate  and  sulphuric  acid  will  be  drowned  in 
the  brown  then  green  coloration  which  the  ptomain  and  its  impurities 
yield  with  the  same  reagents. 

WHAT    TO    DO    ABOUT    IT. 

It  results  from  what  has  been  said  that  the  following  must  be  done: 

1.  The  viscera,  etc.,  of  the  poisoned  person  must  be  examined  as 
soon  as  possible  after  death. 

2.  If  a  definite  amount  of  a  free  crystallized  alkaloid  be  found  ac- 
cording perfectly  in  physical,  chemical  and  j^hysiological  characteristics 
with  a  known  vegetable  poison,  we  may  conclude  that  it  is  indeed  this 
vegetable  alkaloid  and  not  a  ptomain,  especially  if  we  remember  that 
PERSISTENCE  OF  MUSCULAR  SUSCEPTIBILITY"  to  the  induced 
current  ELIMINATES  ptomains*. 

8.  Inasmuch  as  usually  the  amount  of  poison  administered  is  large, 
there  is  no  danger  of  confusion  from  the  necessarily  small  amount  of 
ptomains. 

[The  above  article  of  Garnier  is  in  some  respects  consoling,  as  it 
assures  us  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  amount  of  poison  adminis- 
tered is  so  large  that  even  a  bungler  would  not  fail  to  detect  it  in  spite 
ef  the  ptomain  which  might  be  "on  hand  "to  make  the  reaction.  In 
such  cases,  then,  there  is  but  little  fear  that  the  murderer  will  go  un- 
punished, as  far  as  chemical  testimony  is  concerned.  Moreover,  cadav- 
eric alkaloids  differ  from  all  vegetable  poisons,  save  morphine,  veratrine, 
apomorphine,  hyoscyamine,  and  muscarine,  in  that  they  reduce  ferro- 
cyanide  of  potassium — a  fact  testified  to  by  Dr.  Stevenson  in  the  cele- 
brated Lamson  case;  hence  the  ptomains  had  no  bearing  on  that  case, 
as  Aconitine  was  the  poison  found.  Garnier  differs  from  Stevenson, 
however,  in  including.apomorphine,  hyoscyamine  and  muscarine-— the 
latter  physician  mentioning  morphine  and  veratrine  only.  If,  then,  the 
murderer  uses  (i)  large  doses  of  either  morphine,  veratrine,  apomorphine, 
hyoscyamine  or  muscarine;  or  (ii)  large  or  moderate  dosee  of  any  vege- 
table poison  other  than  the  five  above  mentioned,  he  will  be  beyond  all 
help  from  ptomains;  and  provided  the  chemists  be  of  ordinary  intelli- 
gence and  skill,  the  poison  will  be  detected.  If  the  body  be  examined 
soon  after  death  it  matters  little  what  poison  is  used,  as  ptomains  do 
not  figure  to  any  extent  until  after  putrefaction  has  set  in,  and  the 
poison  is  sure  to  be  detected. 

*Thi8  has  been  deaied  according  to  Gamier  by  a  certain  well-known  lawyer. 

♦This  Is  asHeried  by  Garnier.— C.  M. 

*GamIer  and  Draggcndorff  doubt,  however,  that  strychnine  disappears  In  this  man- 
Ber.— O.  M. . 
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There  remains,  however,  one  possible  case  for  astute  lawyers  to 
make  the  most  of,  namely:  that  where,  through  a  combination  of  cir- 
cumstances, an  exceedingly  small  amount  of  poison— to  the  action  of 
which  the  victim  has  been  peculiarly  susceptible — has  been  cunningly 
administered  by  a  murderer  having  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  where,  also,  it  happens  that  the  body  has 
not  been  exhumed  and  examined  until  an  advanced  stage  of  putrefao- 
tion  has  set  in.  In  such  a  case,  no  matter  what  be  the  vegetable  poison, 
a  trace  of  it  is  liable  to  be  masked  in  its  reactions  by  the  reactions  of 
the  ptomain  or  ptomains  necessarily  commingled  with  it.  The  prose- 
cution has  here  only  the  very  cold  consolation  of  knowing  that  pto- 
mains mask  vegetable  alkaloid  reactions;  hence  there  may  be  a  poison 
there  after  all,  for  all  the  chemists  know  about  it  I  Yet  the  presence  of 
4iuek  a  poison  cannot  as  yet  bej)romd.  This  is  a  case,  then,  where  chemi- 
cal testimony  is  likely  to  be  of  little  value  in  convicting  the  murderer. 
There  is,  however,  another  and  more  serious  possibility,  and  one  which 
doubtless  has  happened,  and  may  at  any  time  happen,  which  is  not  al- 
luded to  by  Gamier,  but  unfortunately^  for  the  credit  of  the  profession 
must  be  considered. 

ptomains   have  undoubtedly   been    mistaken   for   vegetable 

poisons! 

When  we  reflect  that  the  history  of  ptomains  covers  a  period  of  only 
ten  years,  and  that  the  history  of  forensic  medicine  goes  back  consider- 
ably beyond  that,  we  can  of  a  surety  advise  Mark  Twain  to  cease  weep- 
ing over  the  tomb  of  Adam  (who  died,  as  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  a  mat- 
ural  death,  **  unswung"  by  chemical  testimony)  and  to  shed  a  few  tears, 
instead,  over  the  gibbeted  dead  who  may  have  owed  their  sudden  de- 
mise to  the  fact  that  a  chemist  strained  at  strychnine  and  swallowed  a 
ptomain— metaphorically  speaking.  For  the  benefit  of  believers  in 
chemical  experts  we  once  published  in  this  department  a  list  of  errors* 
made  by  ** experts"  in  visceral  analyses.  These  were  all  in  cases  of 
poisoning  by  mineral  substances  where  the  chance  for  error  is  exceed- 
ingly slight  compared  with  that  possible  in  investigations  of  the  alka- 
loids. 

*•  Experts  "  have  reported  arsenic  where  more  expert  "  experts  '* 
could  not  find  the  least  trace;  "  experts  "  have  found  arsenic  where  more 
skillful  workmen  found  only  traces  of  antimony  due  wholly  to  the  fact 
that  antimony  had  been  used  by  the  **  experts"  in  their  operations  which 
had  been  stumbled  upon  and  mistaken  for  arsenic\a.ter  in  the  game;  *•  ex- 
perts '*  have  found  no  arsenic  where  later  investigations  showed  enough 
to  kill  a  stage-horse,  so  to  speak. 

When,  therefore,  it  is  borne  in  mind  thit  in  this  nineteenth  (soon  to 
be  twentieth)  century  of  our  boasted  civilization,  antimony  has  been 
mistaken  for  arsenic,  is  it  out  of  the  question  to  suppose  that  a  ptomain 
has  ever  been  mistaken  for  strychnine?  It  follows,  then,  that  in  cases 
where  a  putrefying  dead  body  is  examined,  it  is  imperative  that  the 
chemical  examinations  be  made  with  almost  superhuman  care  by  a 
number  of  chemists  acting  in  concert.  Let  the  prosecution  select  three 
men  of  well-known  ability  and  honesty  to  carry  on  one  set  of  opera 
tions  and  the  defense  also  three.  The  millennium,  however,  it  is  need- 
less to  remark,  has  not  yet  given  such  signs  of  its  appearance  that  Wig- 
gins or  Yennor  can  retrieve  their  fallen  fortunes  by  truthfully  predict- 
ing its  arrival  on  next  fourth  of  July.— C.  M.] 

*Ainerican  Observer,  April,  1880. 
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Su^«^ct^i^. 


J.  a.  GILCHRIST,  M.  D.,   DETROIT,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 


SALUTATORY. 

In  assuming  editorial  control  of  the  surgical  department  of 
this  journal,  the  writer  has  mingled  feelings  of  satisfaction  and  em- 
barrassment. The  former  from  the  opportunity  afforded  to  aid  in 
the  development  of  a  branch  of  medical  practice  to  which  his  life 
is  devoted  ;  the  latter  from  the  conciousness  of  the  utter  impossi- 
bility of  realizing  any  thing  approaching  his  ideal.  This  impossi- 
bility is  due  to  the  necessarily  fragmentary  character  of  the  work, 
and  the  pressure  of  professional  engagements  interfering  with  a 
systematic  and-regular  use  of  the  somewhat  slender  resources  at 
command.  Nevertheless,  an  honest  effort  will  be  made  to  add 
somewhat  to  our  sum  of  knowledge,  and  the  aid  of  all  who  desire 
to  develop  surgical  science  and  art,  is  invoked. 

THE  RELATION  OF  THE  SURGICAL  TO  GENERAL 

PRACTITIONERS. 

During  a  reasonably  prolonged  experience  as  a  surgical  prac- 
titioner— recently  exclusively  such — the  fact  has  often  been  ob- 
served that  therris  a  somewhat  general  misunderstanding  of  the 
relation  the  specialist  does  or  should  sustain  to  the  profession  ;  a 
misunderstanding  that  often  works  to  the  injury  of  both  classes. 
Many  suppose  that  the  specialist  asks  the  entire  surrender  to  him- 
self of  all  cases  falling  under  his  specialty,  to  the  exclusion  of  his 
non-specialist  colleague  entirely.  This  is  one  question  for  discus- 
sion at  the  present  writing.  Another  is,  whatjglaim  has  the  spec- 
ialist on  his  colleagues  for  assistance  in  the  performance  of  opera- 
tions? We  will  very  briefly  consider  these  two  important  topics  in 
the  present  number. 
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Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  wonderful  development  of 
medical  science,  ai'e.  impressed  with  the  utter  impossibility  of  one 
mind  containing  all  that  should  be  known  to  constitute  even  a 
fairly  informed  student  in.all  the  departments  of  study  entering 
into  the  composition  of  the  stupendous  whole.  With  all  physical 
sciences  under  contribution  to  medicine,  it  is  only  a  natural  out.- 
come  that  there  should  be  distinct  fields  of  study,  specialism,  and 
none  but  the  ignorant,  it  would  seem,  could  presume  to  deny  this 
necessity.  It  is  true  there  are  many  who  call  themselves  "  sur- 
geons "  who  are  utterly  innocent  of  histology,  and  have  the  most 
nebulous  ideas,  if  any  at  all,  of  the  use  of  the  microscope  in  surgi- 
cal practice  ;  who  have  not  the  faintest  conception  of  the  physiol- 
ogy of  urinary  calculus  ;  and  have  never  sought  for  the  source  of 
heat  in  inflammation.  Many  such  there  are  who  still  linger  on  the 
stage  of  action,  but  time  is  rapidly  removing  them  out  of  the  way,, 
and  the  modern  theories  of  education,  it  is  fondly  hoped,  will  pre- 
vent many  accessions  to  their  number  from  the  rising  generation. 
To  these  I  do  not  speak  ;  their  ears  are  deaf  to  anything  that  ap- 
peals to  a  professional  rather  than  a  selfish  personal  interest. 

The  sum  of  knowledge  in  any  department  of  purely  human 
learning,  is  usually  in  direct  proportion  to  the  number  engaged  in 
its  study  and  development.  Among  a  thousand  practitioners,  for 
instance,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  that  a  thousand  cases  of 
gun-shot  injury  should  be  brought  for  treatment  in  a  single  year. 
Suppose,  however,  that  each  one  did  see  one  case  in  that  time,  and 
all  sources  of  information,  apart  from  what  could  be  derived  from 
that  single  case,  were  denied.  How  much  would  the  thousand 
know  about  gun-shot  wounds  at  the  end  of  the  year?  Nay,  how 
much  would  the  whole  world  know  from  such  an  experience?  Now 
suppose  one  hundred  of  these  thousands  should  select  one  of  their 
number,  and  when  his  case  came  around  he  should  call  his  selected 
colleague  to  assist  him  with  his  advice  and  counsel — not  hand  his 
case  over  to  him — this  colleague  having  seen  one  hundred  gun-shot 
injuries  in  the  year,  would  know  more  about  the  subject  than  any 
one  of  his  hundred  colleagues,  and  his  experience  would  be  a  direct 
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gain  of  knowledge  by  .  the  whole  mass  of  the  profession.  This  is 
the  statement  of  the  relation  the  specialist  sustains  to  the  non- 
specialist.  He  does  not  ask  the  other  to  give  him  control  of 
his  cases  ;  he  asks  to  have  the  privilege  of  counsel,  a  privilege  that 
costs  his  colleague  nothing,  in  money,  time  or  reputation,  and  in 
return  he  adds  to  the  knowledge  of  the  whole  profession.  As  a 
matter  of  course,  there  are  many  cases  that  require  operative  treat- 
ment that  the  specialist  is  best  qualified  to  perform  from  greater 
experience,  and  such  qualifications  the  honest  physician  is  under 
implied  contract  to  furnish  to  his  patients-  Even  here  the  family 
physician  does  not  lose  any  right  in  his  case  ;  he  is  always  at  least 
a88i>ciated  in  the  treatment,  and  often  has  sole  charge  of  it. 

As  to  the  second  question  :  it  may  be  stated  briefly,  the  spec- 
ialist has  no  right  to  ask  the  assistance  of  a  professional  brother, 
except  under  three  conditions,  without  offering  him  compeftsation 
for  time  spent  and  knowledge  supplied.     The  fact  that  professional 

assistance  is  requested,  is  a  tacit  acknowledgement  that  professional 
qualities  are  needed,  and  it  is  a  gross  imposition  to  ask  such  assis- 
tance gratuitously.  The  assistant  being  the  family  physician,  it  is 
supposed  that  he  will  look  after  his  own  interests  ;  the  assistant 
eing  a  student,  it  is  supposed  as  much,  or  more,  is  given  than  is  re- 
ceived ;  a  physician  requesting  the  privilege  of  being  present, 
causes  the  granting  of  the  request  to  be  a  favor  conferred.  Apart 
from  these  three  circumstances,  a  surgeon  or  other  specialist  re- 
quiring professional  assistance  must  in  .honor  provide  for  the  com- 
pensation of  tliose  rendering  him  the  service.  This  is  put  in  a 
dogmatic  manner,  somewhat  ex  cathedra,  for  two  reasons  :  First, 
that  it  is  a  well-established  principle  in  all  settled  communities  ; 
second,  if  any  dissent  from  what  I  conceive  to  be  well-established 
principles,  I  should  be  happy  to  debate  the  question  iu  these  pages, 
as  a  matter  of  general  professional  interest. 


1 
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Any  books  twticed  in  these  pages  will  be  supplied  from  this  office  at  10 
per  cent,  discotmt,  and  postage  prepaid. 

SOGERS'    WORLD  RENOWNED  MANIFOLD  WRITER, 

Published  by  the  American  Manifold    Writing  Paper  Compa- 
ny^ 75  Maiden  Lane^  N,  Y, 

This  is  accompanied  by  Patent  Clean  Edge  Carbon  paper,  and 
other  improvements  on  the  old  style  of  Manifold  writers,  which 
makes  it  in  some  respects  more  convenient  than  the  ordinary  mode 
of  copying  letters  with  a  press.  We  have  used  this  book  with 
much  satisfaction  and  can  recommend  it  cordially. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  QUARTERLY  REVIEW,  Edited  by  E. 
W.  Herndan^  A.  M,^  M,  C,  Columbia^  Mo;  $2  per  year. 

The  second  volume  commenced  in  January  of  this  year.  The 
first  volume  presented  a  most  excellent  series  of  papers  by  good  au- 
thors, on  themes  ot  the  highest  interest.  The  second  volume  giv^ 
promise  of  equal  value  in  the  style  of  the  contributions  and  very 
great  improvement  in  the  mechanical  execution  of  the  work.  The 
paper  is  of  the  finest  quality  and  print  clear. 

We  have  read  with  much  pleasure  a  paper  in  the  number  be- 
fore us  by  G.  T.  Carpenter,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  Creation  and 
Evolution.     It  is  pointed  and  practical. 

We  can  heartily  recommend  the  Review  to  all  our  readers. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  OHIO.  Eigh- 
teenth Annual  Session  Jield  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  May  9  &  10, 1882  ," 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich,,  1882. 

When  cloth  covers  are  so  cheap  it  is  a  pity  to  put  a  book  of  287  pp. 
in  a  paper  and  pasteboard  cover  that  will  come  badly  torn  from  mail 
carriage  of  a  few  miles. 

The  papers  in  this  volume  are  quite  readable,  and  some  of  special 
value.  We  notice  some  fine  articles  by  Drs.  M.  M.  Eaton,  W.  Webster^ 
W.  Owens,  G.  C.  McDermott  and  others. 

The  printers  of  Ann  Arbor  (are  they  the  printers  of  the  University  ^ 
should  have  better  proof  readers.  The  first  pages  opened  gave  us  hygenic 
for  hygienic,  Lebannon  for  Lebanon,  Ownes  for  Owens. 
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PHYSICIANS'  VISITING  LIST  and  Diary,  ISSS;  Lofiispille,  Ky.; 
Geo,  H.  IHet2  &  Co.;  $1, 

This  was  arranged  for  the  publishers  by  a  physician  of  F^uisville, 
and  will  be  found  compact  and  convenient. 

PHYSICIANS'  POCKET  DAY  BOOK  designed  by  C\  Henri  Leowxrd, 
M.  A,,  M,  D.,  Detroit;  $1. 

This  is  good  for  thirteen  months.  Size  7x4^.  Flexible.  One  of 
the  most  convenient  pocket  books  yet  arranged.  Accpmmodates  daily 
charges  for  20  or  40  families  weekly,  obstetrical  record,  and  monthly 
memoranda  for  Dr.  and  Cr.  cash  account. 

THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES  with  Commentary  by  tJie  Reo,  E, 
H.  Plumtre,  D.  Z).  Caswell  Petter  &  Galpin,  London,  Paris  and 
New  York. 

The  Commentaries  of  Matthew  Henry,  Whitby,  Lowth,  Poole, 
Luther  and  others,  in  missive  folios,  are  so  cam^)er3ome  that  they  are 
unpleasant  to  handle;  here  we  have  in  this  volume  of  the  *"  Handy  Com- 
mentary "  series  edited  by  Bishop  EUicott,  a  beautifully  printed  vol- 
ume 7x  43^x  1  in  clear  type,  pleasant  to  read  and  really  handy  for  use. 

The  expositions  of  Dr.  Plumtre  are  brief,  clear,  pointed  and  practi- 
cal. 

TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.    Eiyhteemth  Annual 
^       Session,  18^2;  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  1882. 

The  Committee  of  Publication,  Drs.  Z.  T.  Miller,  R.  E.  Caruthers,  J* 
F.  Cooper  and  T.  M.  Strong  have  done  their  work  very  acceptably.  This 
is  the  best  printed  volume  of  Transactions  thai  has  come  to  our  table  the 
past  year.  It  is  an  octavo  of  355  pp.,  cloth  covers,  good  paper  and  print- 
ed with  new  type. 

We  notice  several  good  papers  in  this  volume  by  our  respected  col 
league  Dr.  Marsden.  A  very  valuable  contribution  by  Pemberton  Dud- 
ley, M.D.,  •*  The  Relation  of  Modern  Civilization  to  Infantile  Mortality," 
should  be  more  generally  circulated.  The  regular  increase  in  infantile 
moriality  in  all  our  large  cities  is  an  alarming  fact.  Dr.  D.  treats  the 
subject  at  length,  and  closes  by  directing  attention  to  one  potent  cause: 
•Verily,  if  we  would  save  the  children,  we  must  crush  the  serpent  of 
alcoholic  intoxication.** 
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THE  HOMCEOPATHW  TREATMENT  OF  COOSTIPATION  bp  H, 
Bemanl  M.  D.  Translated  by  T,  M,  Strong,  M.  A  W.  A.  Chal- 
tertoHj  Chicago;  A.  L.  Cliatterton  Pub.  Co.,  New  York,  1882. 

Dr.  Bernard's  work  &s  he  wrote  it  was  valuable,  but  Dr,  Strong's 

large  additions,  and  clinical  cases,  and  change  of  form  of  the  book  so  as 

to  correspond  in  style  to  the  well  known  and  much  valued  work  of  Dr. 

Bell,  on  Diarrhoea,  has  made  it  much  more  valuable  to  the  practitioner. 

SMITirs  NEW  LABEL  jrOLDEH,  (containing  5250  labels,  Geo.  W. 
Smith,  Cinf!innati,Ohio. 

Tliis  is  the  most  convenient  label  book  that  has  been  published. 

Tlie  labels  are  cut  ready  for  use  and  strongly  adhesive. 

HAHNEMANN,  t/ie  Fonmler  of  SCIENTIFIC  THERAPEUTICS, 
by  R.  E.  Dudgeon,  M,  />.,  London :  E.  (iotdd  &  Son. 

This  is  tlM  third  Ilahnemannian  Lecture,  1882,  printed  uniformly 
with  the  others  of  the  series,  Irt  mo.  4  x  (S}i  x  %  in  scarlet  cloth  binding. 

Dr.  Dudgeon  is  a  good  lecturer  and  a  very  pleasing  writer.  As  a 
fair  sample  of  his  style  we  reprint  the  last  paragraph  of  the  lecture, 
which  will  awaken  a  desire  to  read  the  wliole. 

**  When  tlie  experience  and  observation  of  intelligent  and  impartial 

enciuirers  shall  have  purged  his  system  of  the  adventitious  and  repul« 
sive  excresences  that  have  gathered  about  it,  the  great  truths  he  taught 
will  come  out  more  conspicupusly  and  clearly,  and  the  united  vbice  of 
the  profession  will  acknowledge  tnat  the  merit  of  having  indicated  a 
general  rule  for  the  curative  employment  of  medicine  in  disease,  and  of 
having  rendered  the  application  of  this  rule  possible  by  ascertaining 
the  true  powers  and  qualities  of  medicine,  is  II''ihnem:inn's  and  Hahne- 
mann's only.    Hahnemann  told  us  that  the  true  rule  of  therapeutics  is 
Him  ilia  similihus  cnrentur— let  likes  be  treated  by  likes.    When  Hah- 
nemann shall  have  obtained  his  true  place  in  medicine,  the  actual  prac- 
tice of  the  medical  world  will  be  expressed  by  the  words  simllia  simtlibus 
cvrantur—WkeR  are  treated  by  likes. 

*»* J  number  of  other  notir^is  are  nwessirllg  deferred  until  oar  next 
number. 
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CHOREA. 

BY    C.    RANSFORD,  M.  1>.  F.  R.  C.  P.,  L.  R.  C.  S.* 

At  length  we  have  a  monograph  upon  this  troublesome  afiFec- 
tion,^  which  is  more  common  than  is  generally  supposed.  Dr. 
Sturge,  the  author,  has  given  a  valuable  epitome,  and  his  experi- 
ence has  }>een  large  and  varied — there  is  no  need  of  a  description, 
ior  it  describes  itself.  That  it  is  essentially  a  functional,  not  an 
organic,  disease  is  pretty  generally  conceded. 

CoaiplicatioQs  with  atfcictioris  of  the  heart  and  rheumatism 
render  it  a  formidable  affection,  although,  like  its  closely-allied 
relative,  hysteria,  it  is  not  necessarily  fatal  when  uncomplicated. 
To  discuss  the  pathology  of  chorea  is  not  ray  object.  Neither  your 
space  nor  the  patience  of  your  readers  would  admit  of  it.  Happily, 
fatal  cases  of  chorea  are  rare.  I  have  never  had  one,  but  the  fear  of 
cerebral  disorder  and  attendant  mental  weakness  is  great,  and  nat- 
urally causes  solicitude.  My  first  case  after  I  had  begun  t«  prac- 
tice homojopathically  was  a  girl,  ten  years  of  age,  who  attended  at 
the  disi>ensary  at  York.  She  was  of  a  very  delicate  constitution, 
and  had  been  affected  with  St.  Vitus'  dance  for  six  months.  The 
disease  came  on  after  an  attack  ot  small  pox.  Her  legs  and  arms 
were  in  perpetual  motion,  with  constant -twitching  of  the  muscles 
of  the  face.  Cuprum  Metnllicum  6,  in  doses  of  three  globules  night 
and  mornilig,   cured  her  in  three  mouths. 

A  severe  case  was  undf»r  my  care  in  1872  ;  this  was  likewise  a 

firl  who  had  been  the  subject  of  acute  rheumatism,  treated  by  a 
Velsh  allopathic  surgeon,  fehe  suffered  so  much  from  chorea  and 
also  palpitation,  attended  with  great  debility,  that  the  surgeon, 
having  done  his  best,  proposed  to  take  her  to  town  for  further  ad- 
vice. Her  grandfather  saw  her,  invited  her  with  her  parents  to  his 
house  at  Wood  Green,  and  sent  for  me.  She  was  by  no  means  a 
promising  patient,  but  her  grandfather,  being:  an  intelligent  hom- 
<»opathist  and  a  friend,  I  undertook  the  case  willingly  and  with 
confidence.  Her  condition  was  this  : — tall  for  her  age,  thin,  com- 
plexion white,  face  puffed,  (edematous,  pulse  quick  and  irregular, 
could  not  go  upstnirs  slowly  without  losing  breath,  appetite  nil — 
Bhe  \\\\A  had,  of  course,  plenty  of  purgatives  and  />/(///f///,s-- beating 
of  heart  tumultuous,  pulse  feeble  but  accelerated  and  irregular, 
slight  cough,  mitral  murmur,  jectitations  such  Jis  are  usually  seen 

♦Homoeopathic  World. 

1  On  Chorea  and  other   Allied   Movement    Disorders  of   Early    Life.    By  OotaTliu 
Sturge,  M.  O.,  ^hy^ician  to  Westminster  Hospital. 
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in  chorea.  The  child's  state  clearly  indicated  Arsenicum^  which  I. 
ordered  and  continued  with  alterations  of  Pulsatilla^  which  the 
state  of  her  digestive  organs  likewise  indicated.  Absolute  rest  and 
abstinence  from  all  stimulants,  which  the  Welsh  surgeon  warmly 
advocated,  and  which  1  as  earnestly  forbade.  A  manifest  improve- 
ment took  place  in  three  months,  and  her  health  was  restored  in 
six  months.  The  symptoms  of  chorea  disappeared  along  with  the 
heart  symptoms.  I  cannot  help  believing  that  the  use  of  stimulants 
in  this  case  was  most  improper.  What  other  delicacies  besides  these 
the  surgeon  had  administered  1  know  not.  Cuprum  was  not  re- 
quired in  this  case,  but  the  last  case  which  I  shall  narrate  affords 
unmistakable  evidence  of  its  value.  A  boy,  about  seven  years  of 
age  (his  parents,  being  low,  ignorant  Irish  people,  did  not  know)^ 
was  brought  in  a  wheelbarrow  to  my  dispensary  ;  he  could  not 
stand  ;  his  face  was  large,  puffy,  with  an  idiotic  look  ;  unable  to 
walk  on  account  of  the  constant  jactitation  of  his  limbs,  the  only 
way  in  which  his  keepers  could  bring  him  to  me  was  by  wheeling 
him  in  the  barrow.  Persons  who  saw  him  thought  him  possessed 
with  an  evil  spirit,  so  fearful  was  his  appearance.  Not  only  were 
his  arms,  hands  and  legs  in  constant  motion,  but  his  head  and  eyes 
rolled  about,  he  not  trying  to  control  the  jactitation.  His  keepers 
told  me  that  they  could  not  remain  long  in  York,  and  wished 
me  to  give  a  medical  certificate  of  his  condition.  Without  due  re- 
flection I  did  so,  and  from  that  moment  saw  no  more  of  him.  I 
was  vexed,  because  under  Cuprum  he  had  in  a  week  shown  symp- 
toms of  improvement.  Some  months  afterwards  I  learned  that  he 
was  seen,  under  the  care  of  his  guardians  (?),  levying  contributions* 
from  the  charitable,  his  sad  appearance,  together  with  my  medical 
certificate,  proving  their  reason  for  having  withdrawn  him  from 
medical  treatment  was  the  fear  lest  a  profitable  source  of  income 
might  be  stopped  by  his  cure.  Let  this  be  a  warning  about  giving 
certificates  to  Irish  paupers,  by  whom  I  acknowledge  myself  out- 
witted. Dr.  Sturge  s  treatise  on  chorea  is  worth  studying  as  a 
scientific  medical  production  ;  it  is  one  which  will  command  atten- 
tion and  respect  from  the  large  number  of  cases,  from  the  collec- 
tion ot  authenticated  examples  in  the  practice  of  others,  but  the 
cure  (!).  Dr.  Sturge  has  a  very  slight  belief,  if  any,  in  the  influ- 
ence of  drugs  upon  the  disease.  We  think  that  in  the  cases  which 
we  have  narrated  in  this  brief  communication,  there  exists  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  efficacy  or  Cuprum  MetaUicum^  the  pathogenesis  of 
which  we  recommend  to  him  and  other  sceptics  of  Homoeopathy • 
It  is  worth  while  to  read  the  doctor's  observations  and  opinions  re- 
specting the  irregular  action  of  the  heart  and  the  complications  of 
disturbed  intellect,  also  the  question  of  the  association  of  rheuma- 
tism with  chorea. 
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PARALYSIS  OF  PORTIO  DURA. 

Dr.  Harmar  Smith  reports  in  the  Ifornoeopathic  World  the 
following  rapid  cure :  On  July  9th,  1880,  I  visited  Mrs.  V.,  a 
lady  of  aboat  forty  years  of  age,  of  nervous  temperament,  and 
found  her  suffering  from  the  following  symptoms :  Five  days 
ago  she  sat  out  of  doors  in  the  evening:,  lind  on  the  next  day  be- 
gan to  suflTer  from  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  the  left  sida  of  the 
face ;  complete  paralysis  of  the  left  eyelid,  so  that  the  eye  re- 
mains uncovered  unless  the  lid  is  pulled  down  with  the  fingers. 
Is  able  to  masticate  on  the  affected  side,  but  cannot  get  rid  ot  the 
food  from  between  the  cheek  and  teeth  and  jaws,  except  by  the 
aid  of  the  tongue  and  fingers,  proving  that  it  is  the  hard  or  motor 
portion  of  the  seventh  nerve  that  is  affected,  and  that  the  motor 
portion  of  the  fitth  nerve,  supplying  the  masseter  and  temporal 
muscles,  retains  its  power.  Left  side  of  face  motionless  and 
without  expression,  as  if  it  were  that  of  a  dead  person.  Month 
drawn  to  right  side  on  smiling  or  blowing.  In  the  latter  move- 
ment the  breath  issues  from  the  left  corner  of  the  mouth. 

Left  side  of  face  a  little  swollen,  as  well  as  posterior  seg- 
ment of  the  parotid  gland.  General  health  pretty  good.  Has 
had  singing  in  the  ears  and  vertigo  more  or  less  for  weeks. 

To  take  one  drop  of  Bdiadonna  Ix  every  two  hours. 

July  13th — No  improvement. 

Omit  the  Belladonna  and  take  tincture  of  Ignatia,  one  drop 
every  two  or  three  hours  for  two  or  three  days,  and  then  if  no 
improvement  (Jausticum  3  instead. 

16th. — Decided  improvement.  Less  distortion  of  features  on 
speaking  or  smiling,  has   recovered   some  power  over  left  eyelid. 

Omitted  to  mention  that  she  has  suffered  from  neuralgia  on 
left  side  of  face.  This  still  continues.  Has  taken  the  Cans- 
ticum  since  yesterday,  but  as  the  improvement  had  taken  place 
under  the  Ignatia^  requested  her  to  discontinue  the  Caiisticuin 
and  to  return  to  the  Ignatia, 

July  20th. — The  palsy  quite  gone,  can  close  the  left  eye, 
and  no  distortion  of  cheek  on  blowing. 

Continue  the  Ignatia  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

27th. — No  return  of  the  paralytic  symptoms,  still  occasional 
neuralgic  pains  on  left  side  and  feeling  of  weakness  in  left  eyelid. 

Discharged  cured.  I  have  frequently  seen  this  lady  since 
the  above,  but  she  has  not  had  any  return  of  this  or  any  other 
disease. 
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THE    AMEIUCAN   INSTITUTE  OF  HOM(EOPATHY. 

As  already  announced  the  thirty-sixth  session  of  the  Institute 
will  be  held  at  Niagara  Falls  on  June  19th.        ^ 

To  prepare  in  season  the  annual  announcement  and  aroid 
changing  the  matter  after  it  is  set  up,  thus  involving  additional  and 
unnecessary  expense,  all  reports  from  the  chairmen  of  the  bureaus 
and  other  matter  properly  belonging  to  the  circular  as  nsudlly  is- 
sued, must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  not  later  than  May  1st. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Institute  will  be  at  the  Intemational 
Hotel. 

Full  particulars  will  be  s:iveii  at  a  later  dnte. 

J.  C.  Burgher,  M.  D., 

General  Secretary. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.^  February  10. 

SUMMONS. 

The  American  Institute  of  Hotnwopathy,  ss, — 

To  the  members  of  the  histiUite  of  Homoeopathy.  Greeting: — 
You  are  hereby  severally  and  collectively  enjoined  to  set  aside  all 
professional  engagements  and  every  manner  of  business  excuses 
and  delays  whatsoever  and  to  appear  in  propria  persona  at  the  an- 
nual assembling  of  the  Institute  at  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  June  19, 
1883,  and  take  part  in  the  transactions,  discussions,  and  business 
mapped  out^br  the  rapidly  approaching  session,  or  show  cause  why 
you  should  not.  Whereof  fail  not,  at  the  peril  of  missing  a  memor- 
able social  event  and  much  valuable  information  which  will  make 
your  future  professional  labors  joj'ful  and  your  patients  ever  grate- 
ful. 

Given  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  General  Secretary  this 
14th  day  of  January,  1883.  • 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  J.  C.  BURGHER,  [l.  s.J 

BUREAU  OF    MATERIA    MEDICA    AND  PROVIKGS. 

Jabez  p.  Dake,  M.  IX,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Chainnaa. 

(V)nrad  WevSselhoeft,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Timothy  Y.  Allen,  M.  D..  New  York,  N.  Y. 

E.  A.  Farrington,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  1% 

A.  C.  Cowperthwaite,  M.  D.  Iowa  City,  Iowa. 

William  Owens,  M.  I).,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

A.  W,  Woodward,  M.  1).,  Chicago,  III. 

Lewis  Sherman,  M.  D.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

J.  W.  Ilay ward,  M.  D.,  Liverpool,  England. 

P.  Jousset,  M.  D.,  Paris,  France. 

Toraasso  Cigliano,  M.  D.,  Naples,  Italy. 

H.  11.  Arndt,  M.  D.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
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Our  special  subject  for  presentation  at  Niagara  Falls,  June, 
1883,  is, 

"  A  MODEL  FOR  MATERIA  MEDIOA." 

Each  member  of  the  Bureau  i«  expected  to  prepare  such  an 
exhibit  of  the  two  drugs  named  below,  as  in  his  judgment,  the 
present  provings  and  clinical  records  will  allow,  and  in  such  forms 
as  may  best  suit  the  purpose  of  the  homoeopathic  student  and 
practitioner  (the  exhibit  of  each  drug  not  making  more  than  five 
pages  octavo y  brevier  type^  leaded). 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Bureau  to  arrive  at  the  best  method  of 
abbreviating,  or  condensing  into  one  volume,  say,  a  manual  of  eight 
hundred  pages,  the  useful  knowledge  we  have  of  the  leading*  arti- 
cles of  Materia  Medica. 

Each  member  is  to  report  his  work  to  the  Chairman^  Dr. 
Dakb,  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  before  May,  1883. 

The  reports  may  be  written  in  English,  French,  German  or 
Italian. 

DRUGS   TO   BE  CONSIDERED  : 

NUX   VOMICA  AND  KALI  BICHROMICUM. 


Prof.  Palmer. — The  New  York  Medical  Times  s&ys  that  Prof 
P.  of  the  University  of  Mich,  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  North  American 
Review^  gave  his  ideas  of  homieopaihy  with  the  result  of  raising  a 
laugh  among  even  his  own  confreres  at  his  excessive  stupidity  and 
ignorance.  After  this,  abortion  he  gathered  up  all  his  strength  for 
another  mighty  effort.  The  result  was  a  book  on  the  theory  and 
practice  of  medicine  in  two  ponderous  volumes,  of  which  the  New 
York  Medical  Journal^  in  a  very  jirst  review,  says:  "By  what 
process  of  reasoning  the  author  of  these  volumes  convinced  him- 
self that  it  was  his  duty  to  write  them,  is  a  subject  of  inquiry 
from  which  those  interested  in  psychological  subjects  might,  with 
a  little  trouble,  obtain  botk  instruction  and  amusement.  Possibly 
it  was  merely  in  the  assertion  of  the  right  of  every  free  born  Amer- 
ican citizen  to  make  a  book  on  any  subject  he  please.  He  thus  in- 
flicted on  us  two  ponderous  volumes,  which,  so  far  as  we  can  per- 
ceive from  a  very  thorough  examination,  do  not  enumerate  a  sin- 
gle original  idea,  and  do  not  contain  a  tithe  of  the  ideas  of  other 
writers  which  they  should  contain  in  order  to  be  regarded  as  useful 
agents  in  conveyance  of  medical  truth.  There  are  very  few  subjects 
considered  by  him  in  which  he  does  not  show  that  he  has  failed  to 
keep  up  with  the  progress  of  medical  science.  The  work  contains 
a  great  deal  of  crude  and  elementary  material  badly  arranged  and 
commented  on  with  indecision  and  incompleteness."  Prof  Palmer 
is  most  decidedly  sat  upon. 
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Errata.  P.  29,  lOth  line  from  bottom,  for  biblography  read  bibli- 
ography. 

8tli  line,  for  congris  read  congres. 

«th  line,  for  derivis  read  derives. 

6th  line,  for  Peat  on  distingnes,  read  Pent  on  distinguer. 

4l5h  line,  for  cadaviriques  read  cadaveriques. 

4th  line,  for  antres  read  autres. 

2nd  line,  for  alcaloidcque  read  alcaloiduque. 

Page  30, 12th  line,  for  Reaction i  read  reactions. 

19th  line,  for  Alby  read  Aeby. 

L^st  line  for  chemist  read  chemists. 

Page  31, 15th  line  from  bottom,  after  pathological  insert  **  causing.'^ 

13th  line  from  bottom,  for  glimpse  at  read  glimpse  of. 

Page  32,  lOth  line  from  bottom,  for  Troehde's  read  Froehde's. 

Hahnemann  Medical  Association  of  Louisiana. — The  annual 
meeting  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Association  of  Louisiana  was  held 
Friday  evening,  February  9,  at  the  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy,  No.  129 
Canal  street,  and  the  following  officers  were  duly  elected  to  serve  for 
ensuing  year:  J.  G.  Belden,  M.  D.,  President;  Walter  Bailey,  M.  D., 
Vice  President;  Mrs.  Harriet  Keatinge,  M.  D.,  Recording  Secretary; 
Charles  J.  Lopez,  M.  D.,  Corresponding  Secretary;  Christian  Sanders, 
Treasurer. 

REMOVALS. 

Baldwin.— Dr.  H.  D.,  from  Montrose,  Pa.,  to  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Bean.— Drss.  E.  P.,  from  Marionville,  Mo.,  to  Purdy,  Mo. 
Bermbt— Drs.  G.  P.  and  A.  S.,  from  Le  Mars,  la.,  to  Sioux  Falls,  Dakota. 
BuMPUS.— Dr.  P.,  from  Cheyenn^,  Wyoming,  to  West  Albion,  Mich. 
Clark.— Dr.  G.  B.,  from  Windsor,  Vt.,  to  124  W.  126  St.,  New  York. 
Carpenter.— Dr.  E.  A.,  from  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  to  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Coffin.- Dr.  F.  G.,  from  Rochester,  X.  H.,  to  Great  Falls,  N.  H, 
Carpenter— Dr.  E.  A.,  from  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  to  Cambridge,  Mass. 
DiOYSNius.— Dr.  Henry  J.,  from  St.  Louis  to  Price,  Mo. 
Evans.— Dr.  H.  J.,  Tyrone,*Pa.,  to  Altoona,  Va. 
Ely— Dr.  W.  A.,  from  San  Francisoo,  Cal ,  to  St.  Helena,  Cal. 
FiSKE.- Drss.  Kate  C,  from  Medina,  N.  Y.,  to  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 
French. — Dr.  B.  F.  French,  from  Indianapolis.  Ind.,  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Graham.— Dr.  D.  M.,  from  Altoona,  Pa.,  to  Chicago,  111. 
Hageman— Dr.  S.  A.,  from  Augusta,  Ky.,  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
HoLDEN— Dr.  C.  P.,  from  Woodstock,  V  t,  to  Windsor,  Tt. 
Monroe. — Dr.  A.  L.,  from  Danville,  Ky.,  to  Birmingham,  Ala. 
Moss.— Dr.  O.  B.,  from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  Topeka,  Ks. 
Rogers.— Dr,  Charles  R.,  from  Westboro,  Mass.,  to  Boston,  Mass. 
Rogers — Dr.  Chas.  R.,  from  Westborn,  Mass.,  to  Boston.  Mass, 
ScHLiCK.— Dr.  C.  P.,  from  New  York  City,  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Shirley.— Dr.  E.  K.,  from  Whitehall,  Ills,  to  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Stonex— H.  A.,  from  Allen,  Mich.,  to  Rochester,  Mich. 
Trotter.— Dr.  R.  R.  Trotter  from  Berne  to  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 
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Barrows.— Ira  Barrows,  M.  D.,  an  eminent  physician  of  Providence, 

R.  I.,  left  the  scenes  of  his  earthly  labors  to  enter  upon  the  realities  of 

the  life  of  glory  on  the  14th  of  October,  1882.    He  was  born  at  Attle- 

borough,  Mass.,  on  Nov.  18, 1804,  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1824 

and  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  Harvard  College  in  1827.  One 
who  knew  him  well.  Dr.  E.  U.  Jones,  of  Taunton,  Mass ,  says:  "  He  was 
an  exceedingly  careful  practitioner,  a  most  diligent  student,  yet  always 
seeking  the  advice  of  others.  Genial  and  kindly,  his  faults  were  only 
those  of  a  broad  love  of  humanity." 

Dow.— D.  M.  Dow,  of  Hermon,  N.  Y.,  died  recently  of  diphtheria. 

Jones.— On  the  lOth  of  January  last  Prof.  S.  A.  Jones  was  called 
upon  to  part  with  his  son  Paul,  a  sweet  boy  of  less  than  four  and  a  half 
years.  Four  years,  five  months  and  four  days,  he  brightened  the  earthly 
home  of  his  parents  and  then  he  prissei  to  the  care  of  the  Great  Shep- 
herd, and  the  culture  of  the  loving  angels. 

Malin.— George  W.  Malin,  M.  D.,  of  Germantown,  Philadelphia, 
died  Jan.  1883,  at  the  ripe  age  of  four  score  years. 

McCLATcnEY.- Robert  J.  McClatchey,  M.  D.,  died  at  Philadelphia 
on  January  15, 1883,  of  apoplexy  after  an  illness  of  only  fourteen  hours 
duration.  Born  in  Philadelphia  in  1836  he  had  only  reached  the  forty- 
seventh  year  of  his  life,  but  twenty-seven  of  these  years  were  given  to 
very  active  practice.  At  the  time  of  his  demise  he  was  President  of  the 
Hahnemann  Club.  He  had  held  the  positions  of  Secretary  to  the  Amer- 
ican Institute  of  Homojopathy,  Secretary  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society 
of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Homoeopathic  Society,  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Hahne- 
mann Medical  College,  editor  of  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly,  and  other 
offices  of  honor  and  trust,  in^  all  of  which  his  earnestness  and  mental 
vigor  were  well  shown.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  an  elder  of  the  Moravian 
church,  of  which  society  he  had  been  a  member  from  boyhood.  "  His 
keen  wit,  his  acute  sense  of  humor,  his  incisive  manner  in  debate,  his 
geniality,  and  his  firmness  in  friendship  will  make  his  name  a  pleasant 
memory  to  those  who  knew  him  well  in  life,  until  they  join  him  on  the 
Qther  side." 

Ring. — Dr.  Pedro  Rino,  of  Hurtado,  an  eminent  reformer  in  medi- 
cine, departed  this  life  on  Dec.  16,  1882.  At  an  age  (71)  when  men  gen- 
erally abandon  active  labor  he  began  editing  the  second  series  of  the 
Archives  homoeopathic  journal.    Dr.  Nogue  Roca  succeeds  him. 

KoRciioss.— Dr.  George  E.  Norcross  died  on  Xov.  6th,  1882,  at  Jam- 
aica Plain,  Mass.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the  Boston  University  School 
of  Medicine  of  1880, 

Watson.— Sir  Thomas  Watson,  author  of  the  most  readable  Prao- 
tiee  of  Medicine  that  has  been  written,  died  recently  at  London,  Eng- 
land, at  the  age  of  ninety-one  ^^ears. 
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Bowie.— We  are  glad  to  leara  that  Dr.  A.  P.  Bowie,  of  Uiiioatowa 
Pa.,  has  recovered  from  the  blood  poisoning  witli  wliich  he  was  recently 
attacked. 

Grant. — U.  S.  Grant  is  not  in  favor  of  granting  any  justice  to  hom- 
oeopathy. Instead  of  signing  the  petition  to  make  all  physicians  equal 
before  the  law  in  government  service  he  declined,  sayino:  he  would  "give 
no  encouragement  directly  or  directly."  A  most  unworthy  determination 
for  a  Republican  General. 

GiLCiiursT.— Prof.  J.  G.  Gilchrist  has  been  delivering  a  course  of 
lectures  upon  Surgery  in  the  Medical  College  of  the  University  of  Iowa. 
Prof.  G.  appears  to  have  had  a  very  successful  year  (1882)— one  hundred 
and  eighteen  capital  operations.  He  assumes  editorial  charge  of  the 
Surgical  Department  of  thi«  Journal,  and  we  feel  assured  that  he  will 
make  it  in  the  highest  degree  interesting  and  instructive. 

-  IIaqgart.- Dr.  David  llaggart  has  received  the  appointment  of  Su- 
preme Medical  Director  of  the  United  Order  of  Honor. 

Hickman.- Dr.  S.  W.  Hickman  has  been  given  charge  of  the  Almrt- 
house  and  Insane  Asylum  of  Fayette  Co.,  Pa.  • 

HuFFAKER. — Dr.  J.  K.  Iluffiiker,  of  BrookQeld,  Ks.,  has  been  Health 
Officer  of  that  place  since  1880. 

MOHR. — Charles  Mohr,  M.  D.,  has  been  appjintel  professor  of  Clin- 
ical Medicine  and  Physical  Diagnosis  at  the  Hahneininu  CjUege  o  f 
Philadelphia,  in  place  of  Prof.  Korndoerfer,  who  retires. 

NiCHOL. — Our  worthy  colleague  Thomas  Nichol,  M.  D.,  has  been 
laid  up  with  erysipelas  of  the  face.  We  are  glad  to  hear  of  his  recovery^ 
and  to  be  able  to  announce  that  he  will  resume  his  articles  upon  Dia- 

easse  of  Children  in  our  next  issue. 

» 

Van  Scoyoc— L.  G.  Van  Scoyoc,  M.  I).,  of  Osborne  City,  Kansas, 
has  been  appointed  County  Physician  of  Osborne  Co.,  Kansas. 

MARITAL. 

WuiT>EY— Kendal.— L.  E.  Whitney,  of  Carthage,  Mo.,  to  Miss  Jen- 
nie Kendal,  of  Windsor,  Mo. 

Webb— Buck.— Lanphear  W.  Webb,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  to  Miss 
Jennie  V.  Buck,  of  the  same  city,  on  the  14th  of  December  last,  by  Rev. 
William  Greenough. 

Ambrose.— LowNSBURY.— Dr.  A.  L.  Ambrose,  of  Hanover,  Mich.» 
was  married  on  Oct.  2d,  to  Miss  G.  G.  Lowusbury. 
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POXTIAC.    MICUIOAM: 


FINE    PHARMACEUTICAL     PKODUOTa 

F'HOX  TaS  liABOBATORY  OF 

PARKE,  DAVIS   &    CO., 

detroit,  mich.,  u.  s.  a. 

New  York  :  60  Maiden  Lane  and  2 1  Liberty  St. 


Stnndard  pharmaceutical  preparations  of  the  United  Smtes  and  forei^  Phanr-iccpcwas  and 
non-officinal  pn  par::tions  of  larjfc  variety.  Of  tho  laitt^r  cass  we  make  a  specialty  of  Fluid  Ex- 
tracts prepared  trora  new  and  rare  drugs  from  variou*  parts  ol  the  world. 


FLUID  *  SOLID  EXTRACTS.  SUGAR  AND  GSLATINE  COATED  FILLS. 

RBSINOXSS  AND  CONCKNTR ITIONS.     KMPTY  GRLATIN£  CAPSULES. 


BXXXIRS,  WINKS,  SYHUFB. 
SOFT  FILUCD  CATSULBSi 


NEW  DRUGS. 


FLUID  EXTRACTS. 


Aceitillo  Bark, 
Adrue, 

ADantus  Glandulosa, 
Alligator  Pear  Seeds, 
Alstonia  Constricta,True. 
Anagallis  Arvensis, 
Acreca  Nuts, 
Bamboo  Briar  Root, 
Baycuru  Root, 
Bearsfuot, 

Berberis  Aquifolium, 
Black  Haw, 
Blood  Flower, 
Boldo  Leaves, 
California  Fever  Bush, 
California  Laurel, 
Carnauba  Root, 
Caroba  Leaves, 
Cascara  Amara, 
Cascara  Saerada, 
Cedron  Seea, 
Ccreus  Bonplandii, 
C&eMS  Grandiflorus, 


Cereus  McDonaldii, 
Cheken, 
Chewstick, 
Coca  Leaves, 
.Cockle  Bun, 
Cocolmecan, 
Corn  Silk, 
Coto  Bark, 
Damiana, 
Dita  Bark 
Dubosia  I..eave8, 
Elephant's  Foot, 


Iron  Wood,  Sabbatla  Campestri^ 

Jaborandi,  Sandal  Wood, 

Jamaica  Dogwood,  Sarracenia  FiaTa, 

Jamaica  PimentoLeaves,Sassy  Bark, 

glas  Tree,  Saw  Palmetto, 

iballi.  Shepherd's  Puraok 

mala.  Sierra  Salvia, 

Kava  Kava,  Stylosanthes, 

Kooso  Flowers,         [erSjSnndew, 
Lilv  of  the  Valley  Flo w-Thapsia  Garganicat 
Lily  of  the  Vj^Jley  Root,  Tomato, 


Manaca, 


Ephedra  Antisyphilitica,Mango  Bark, 

Eucalyptus  Globulus,      Mango  Fruit, 

Evening  Primrose, 

Ginger,'  Mexican. 

Grindelia  Robusta, 

Grindelia  Squarrosa, 

Guaco  Leaves, 

Guarana, 

Helianthella, 

Honduras  Bark, 

Horsemint, 


Bfanzanita  Leaves, 
Merctiry  Weed, 
Mi««tletoe, 
Musk  Root, 
Paraguay  Tea, 
Pulsatilla, 
Quebracho  Bark, 
Quinine  Flower, 
Rhus  Aromatica^ 


Tonga* 
Urechites  Subereda* 
UstilagoBiaidis 
Vaccinum  Crasdfoliai% 
Vervain,  White. 
Wild  Bergamot, 
Yerba  Buena, 
Yerba  Del  Manza« 
Yerba  Del  Polo^ 
Yerba  Reuma* 
Yerba  Saiita« 
Zoapade. 


SUGAR  COATED  PILLS. 


Our  list  of  Sugar  Coated  Pills  of  the  United  States  and  British  Pharmacopcria^  cuiuprliM 
most  of  the  officinal  and  popular  formulae  known  to  the  profession,  to  which  which  we  have  add* 
ed  several  new  and  valuable  combinations.  Our  pills  are  madf?  entirely  by  hand,  from  tiie  poreift 
materials,  and  are  sugar  and  gelatine  coated  by  the  latest  and  most  approved  processes.  For  iobi* 
biHty,  regularity  in  diape,  and  beauty  of  finish,  they  are  excelled  by  none. 


Lmportant. — Our  pills  being  coated  while  the  mass  is  yet  soft,  will  remain  so  for 
To  be  convinced  of  their  extraordinary  solubility,  it  is  only  necessary  to  open  a  few  of  them— te 
instance,  quinine,  chinchonidia,  or  blue  pills,  all  of  which  are  usually  found  in  the  market  luud 
and  insoluble.    Note  also  the  rapidity  with  which  the  coating  is  dissolved  in  the  saliya. 


the 


GELATINE  PHARMACEUTICALS. 

One  of  the  greatest  improvements  of  modem  pharmacy  is  the  use  of  Gelatine  In 
forms  to  render  medicines  more  sightly,  and  to  disguise  their  nauseous  taste.  This  has  gi' 
origin  to  the  Gelatine  Coated  Pill — a  mil  line  of  which,  of  similar  formulae  to  our  sugar 
pills,  will  be  found  on  our  list— and  also  tuthe  Hard,  and  the  Soft  Gelatine  Capsules.  We  axe  dit* 
pensing  Hard  Capsules,  empty  and  Ailed.  The  Soft  Elastic  Capsules,  however,  are  from  tiie  oa* 
ture  of  their  formation,  always  filled  before  leaving  our  laboratory.  These  C^psnles  are  so  soft 
and  elastic  that  their  walls  may  be  brought  inta  juxtafMsition,  and  yet  tiiey  will  regain  tiieir  ocif 
inal  shape  aud  size  when  the  pressure  is  removedf.    This  property  renders  them  very  easy  of  di* 

glutition,  and  tiiey  will  slip  down  like  an  oyster  or  the  yolk  of  an  ^^,  though  the  huqgesi  of  ' 
ave  a  capacity  of  half  a  nuidouoce. 


-SPECIALTIES.- 


Warburg»s  Tinctnre, 
Solution  of  Slerotic  Add, 
Nitrite  of  Amyl  Pearls, 
Sanguis  Bovinus  Bxsiccatns, 


Liquor  Brgotae  Purificatai^ 
Chior*  Anodyne, 
Tonga, 
Hoang-Nai^ 


Oca  Powder, 
Grade  Petroleum 
Chian  Turpentine, 
Concentrated  Sxt  Witdi 


vr. 
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§^j- 


^^'  vwcoto<^u. 


C.  8.     MORLBT,    M.  D.,   PONTIAO,  MICHIGAN^,  EDITOR. 


(^ip^^ccolo<xic<xt    ^2fCot<2y. 


Gynaecology  is  that  science  which  treats  of  the  diseases  peculiar 
to  women  and  their  medical  and  surgical  treatment.    The  diseases 
of  females  may  be  classed  under  two  divisions,  viz. :  functional  and 
ocgaDic.    A  functional  disease  is  a  deviation  from  a  natural  healthy 
action  of  the  organization.    The  proximate  cause  of  these  maladies 
has  excited  a  good  deal  of  controversj'   among  physiologists.    Till 
within  a  few  years  the  attention  of  physicians  was  not  specially 
directed  to  the  consideration  of  the  causes,  si^^ns  and  treatment  of 
thcMe  diseases  peculiar  to  the  female  sex  ;  and,   unfortunately  for 
the  medical  profession,  and  still  more  so  for  the  numerous  females 
suffering  from  uterine  symptoms,  the  greatest  diversity'  (rf  views 
exist  among  those  who  are  looked  up  to  as  authority,  and  who  oc- 
cupy high  and  honorable  positions  in  the  colleges  and  hospitals  of 
'  our  country.    Medical   men   of  all  ages  have  observed  an  intimate 
connection  between  the  train  of  symptoms  to  which  the  term  uter- 
ine is  given,  and  the  morbid  conditions  of  digestion,  nutrition  and 
innervation.     Yet,  however,  until  the   past  few  years,  the  connec- 
tion which  exists  between  those  general  morbid  states  and  an  irri- 
tation, or  an  inflammation  of.  the  generative  organs,  has  l>een  uui- 
Tersally  ignored  by  the  majority  of  the  profession. 

Previous  to  the  time  of  Recamier  and  Lisfranc,  of  Paris,  the 
knowledge  of  uterine  pathology  was  limited  to  more  or  less  ac- 
quaintance with  ovarian  and  fibrous  tumors,  polypi  cancers,  acute 
and  chrome  metritis,  and  displacements.    The  functional  derange- 
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ments,  such  as  amenorrhoea,  dysmenorrhoea,  menorrhagia,  chlorc^ia, 
hysteria  and  sterility,  were  attributed  to  vital  uterine  states,  or  to 
a  want  of  tone  in  the  uterus,  or  to  debility  and  disordered  state  of 
the  general  health,  which  so  frequently  accompanies  those  func- 
tional derangements. 

Such  was  the  Ariew  taught  in  the  medical  colleges,  and  bj 
the  most  esteemed  medical  authors  until  within  the  last  thirty-fire 
years.  About  forty  years  since  no  such  thing  as  special  diseases 
peculiar  to  the  females,  and  not  shared  by  the  male,  was  thought 
of.  It  was  known  that  women  had  tumors,  and  that  they  were 
sometimes  uterine  and  sometimes  ovarian,  yet  no  one  claimed  to 
diagnose  the  one  from  the  other,  or  from  inflammation  of  those 
organs. 

As  the  celebrated  Winslow  Lewis,  of  Boston,  truly  said  in  an 
address  in  1871,  that  when  he  commenced  practice  the  character  of 
the  menstrual  function,  and  its  wonderful  influence  upon  the  whole 
general  economy  of  woman  had  been  surmised^  but  so  far  as  a  cor- 
rect understanding  of  the  influence,  it  was  all  unknown.  The  uter- 
ine cavity  was  a  crypt^  whose  entrance  was  sealed,  and  so  was  the 
vagina  also.  Large  numbers  of  women,  old  and  young,  were  hope- 
lessly bed-ridden,  and  hundreds  of  others,  known  to  be  invalids, 
were  permitted  to  die  of  diseases  now  known  to  be  easily  cured, 
without  any  effort  being  made  to  save  them,  all  called  and  treated 
as  spinal  diseases,  the  physician  never  once  thinking  that  women 
bad  "  generative  organs"  that  would,  become  diseased,  and  produce 
all  those  spinal  symptoms.  It  has  been  discovered,  within  the  last 
few  years,  that  "  there  exists  a  sympathy  between  the  organs  of  the 
pelvis  and  alf  the  other  organs  of  the  body,"  by  which  a  thousand 
distinct  pains,  at  first  thought  to  be  idiopathic,  are  found  to  be 
wholly  secondary,  and  caused  by  some  uterine  trouble,  such  as 
neuralgia,  dyspepsia,'  etc.,  which  will  yield  like  wax  under  the  flame 
to  appropriate  treatment. 

The  fact  is  beginning  to  be  known  and  appreciated,  that  there 
is  no  more  mystery  about  the  "  cradle  of  mankind ''  than  there  is 
about  the  heart  or  the  lungs  ;  that  they  are  all  formed  on  the  same 
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■general  principles.  It  is  estimated  by  those  of  the  most  extended 
practice,  that  two  out  of  every  three  women  in  the  United  States 
suffer  more  or  less  from  diseases  peculiar  to  their  sex. 

Dr.  Hewitt  once  said  "  that  the  litems  has  a  life  of  its  own^^ 
while  it  so  strongly  controls,  both  mentally  and  physically^  the 
woman,  both  in  a  physiological  and  pathological  condition."  The 
irritation  of  the  uterine  organs  gives  a  peculiar  character  to  the 
symptoms,  which  is  of  importance  for  consideration.  They  are  ot 
«uch  a  nature  as  frequently  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  inexper- 
ienced physician  from  the  real  seat  of  the  disease.  How  often  do 
cases  come  under  the  observation  of  physicians  that  *have  gone 
through  the  long  r61e  of  tedious  medication  for  dyspepsia,  con- 
sumption, liver  or  kidney,  or  neuralgia,  when  no  such  actual  dis- 
eases ever  existed,  which  were  only  sympathetic,  or  caused  by  the 
reflex  action  of  some  local  irritation  of  the  uterine  nerves,  and 
when  the  true  cause  was  learned,  and  properly  treated,  were  very 
soon  cured?  Such  errors  have  frequently  occurred,  even  among 
those  whose  extensiye  learning  and  high  position  in  the  profession 
should  place  them  above  such  mistakes.  Yet  they  say,  **  such  er- 
rors should  be  covered  with  a  veil  of  charity!''^  The  organ  most  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  uterus  in  sympathy  is  the  stomach,  and 
consequently  the  stomach  is  the  first  to  manifest  the  symptom  of 
the  disease. 

Dr.  Colombart  says,  *'  it  has  happened  that  ulceration  or  en- 
jforjfemen^  of  the  uterus  has  been  treated  as  chronic  dyspepsia,  be- 
oaose  the  cases  presented  many  symptoms  of  that  disease.'^ 

All  the  distressing  symptoms  which  mark  dyspepsia  are  devel-  0 
oped  in  these  uterine  cases  ;  yet,  however  much  the  stomach  is 
Medicated  with  anti-dyspeptics,  they  are  all  more  than  useless,  and 
of  ten  aggravate  the  patient's  constant  distress.  The  sympathetic 
reflex  action  of  the  uterine  irritation  destroys  the  tone  of  the  stom- 
ach, and  the  digestive  power  is  thereby  suppressed  or  suspended  | 
impaired  nutrition  is  soon  to  follow,  and  a  pale,  debilitated  condi- 
tion of  the  whole  system  is  the  result. 
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Dr.  Byford  says,  *'  the  grade  of  functional  disturbance  may 
vary  from  the  slightest  inconvenience  to  that  of , complete  amwt^ of 
digestion."  If  there  is  any  case  that  should  more  than  another  en- 
list the  warmest  sympathies  of  the  true  physician,  it  is  one  of  those 
unfortunate  women  who  has  been  obliged  to  endure  all  those 
"sympathetic  pains  "and  severe  ''dyspeptic  symptoms"  month 
after  month,  and  a  large  amount  of  medicine. 

It  requires  learning:,  fidelity,  right  observation,  reasoning  and 
experience  to  enable  one  to  know  and  treat  uterine  disease  with 
success.  The  true  physician  is  not  the  mere  anatomist,  the  chem- 
ist er  the  physiologist,  but  the  one  who  gathers  knowledge  from 
every  source,  and  applies  that  knowledge  directly,  correctly  and 
properly  to  the  cure  of  the  real  disease. 

The  theories  of  the  "  great  or  learned,"  in  regard  to  this  or 
that,  is  of  very  little  value,  unless  it  is  based  upon  clinical  exper- 
ience and  known  facts.  Clinical  experience  is,  and  must  continue^ 
to  be,  the  foundation  of  all   permanent  progress  in  the  healing  art. 

The  histologist,  with  his  microscope,  may  ascertain  certain 
facts  in  physiology  or  pathology  ;  from  those  facts  the  physician 
may  receive  suggestions,  but  he  must  verify  or  disprove  them  in 
his  practice.  How  many  we  find  prescribing  this  or  that  medicine 
because  this  or  that  medical  author  has  said  it  wa<<  good  for  such 
and  such  a  case,  without  knowing  what  is  the  effect  the  medicine 
will  produce,  or  why  it  is  given. 

Let  us  for  one  moment  consider  a  case — perhaps  the  first  that 
may  consult  the  physician  when  he  commences  to  practice  —  a 
woman  in  whom  any  one  of  the  more  common  forms  of  uterine 
diseases  has  existed  for  a  long  time,  such  as  chlorosis,  attended 
with  amansio  mensium,  or  suppfrssh  mensium.  There  is  no 
structural  lesion  of  any  of  the  organs  of  the  body  ;  yet,  probably^ 
not  one  of  the  organs  of  the  whole  system  performs  its  healthy 
natural  functions,  and  some  of  the  functions  very  seriously  im- 
paired. There  is  no  patient  to  whom  the  term  **  invalid,"  in  its 
full  force,  may  be  more  pitoperly  applied  ;  and  it  may  be  truly  said 
of  her,  **  the  whole  head  is  sick  and  the  whole  heart  faint." 
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Restless  sensations,  sleepless  nights,  nervous  neuralgic  pains^ 
and  all  those  symptoms  called  dyspeptic,  mal-assimilation,  defec- 
tive nutrition,  and  the  consequent  changes  in  the  blood,  with  a  de- 
pressed condition  of  the  vital  organic  nerve  forces,  with  a  greenish- 
yellow  color  of  the  skin.  Such  a  patient  is  languid,  soon  fatigued 
and  inactive,  not  cheerful,  but  dull  and  listless,  prone  to  solitude, 
appetite  capricious ;  crayes  some  unwholesome  article  to  eat. 
Tongue  of  a  dirty  pale  white,  breath  offensive,  frequent  severe  ajnd 
peculiar  headache,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  pains  in  the  side. 
All  these  symptoms,  classed  and  compared  in  one  case,  is  called 
fmm  the  Greek,  chlorosis. 

Etiology, — We  find  a  delicate,  feeble,  undeveloped  constitution; 
an. inadequate  nervous  power  of  organic  life  ;  the  circulating  blood 
is  not  properly  vitalized  to  furnish  the  material  to  complete  the  de- 
velopment of  the  organization  of  the  body,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  evolution  of  the  ovaries  is  delayed,  and  their  peculiar 
influence  on  the  system  is  not  felt.  Now  it  is  not  the  retarded 
growth  of  the  generative  organs  that  create  all  these  symptoms, 
but  that  is  rather  the  result.  The  lack  of  vis  vitse  being  the  cause 
of  indigestion,  a  want  «f  proper  nutrition  and  innervation  of  the 
whole  body  and  blood. 

Treatment — We  must  in  these  cases,  as  we  shodld  in  all  oth- 
ers, appeal  to  the  ledentia  et  jiivantia^  to  observation  and  experi- 
ence. 

Stimulating  the  nervous   system  of  the   vis  vitae,  by  physical 

and  moral  emotions,  has  been  found  to  produce  an  improvement — 

a  more  natural  complexion,  a  more  vigorous   circulation,   a  better 

digestion  of  food,  better  nutrition,   and  an  increase  thereby  of  the 

red  corpuscles  in  the  blood,  upon  which  growth   and  life  depends. 

Certain  physical  and  mental   emotions   will   produce  that  straiige 

•change  in  the  vital  organic  force,  and  thereby   a  fresh  supply  of 

blood  is  e:enerated  in  the  system,  and   all   that  long  catalogue  of 

morbid  phenomena,  of  diflBcult  respiration,  constant  sensation  of 
uneasine^,  dyspeptic  symptoms,  gastralgia,  vomiting,  j^nd  all  those 
nervous  symptoms  subside  and  vanish. 

D.  D.  Bartholomew,  M.  D. 
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PROF.   8.     LILIENTHAL,  M.  D.,   NEW   YORK  CITY,   EDITOR. 


ON  PARALYSIS  IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  FRIGHT. 

BY    DR.    P.    K.     PELL. 


After  severe  mental  impressions,   morbid  affections,  especially 

of  the  nervous  system,  as  hysteria,  chorea,  epilepsy,  psychoses,  also 

diabetes,  are  frequently  observed.     Heine  described,  1865,  the  first 

case  of  myelitis  from  fright,  with  fatal  issue  after  nine  days.  Leyden 

&  Briegen  record  similar  cases,   whereas   paralysis  from   fright  is- 

oftener  observed.     Dr.  P.  K.  Pell  relates  :   A  gar^on  of  39  years,  in 

good  health,  living  in  Batavia,  washed  some  linen  in  the  bay,  when 

suddenly  a  shark  threatened  to  engulf  him.     He  saved  himself  and 

the  shark  got  the  linen.     Terribly  frightened  he  went  to  bed,  but 

could  not  speak  and  fell  in  to  a  restless  sleep.     Two  hours  after  the 

accident  speech  had  not  yet  returned,   he  could  not  leave  the  bed,. 

and  complained  of  numbness  of  both   legs.     In  'the  evening  the 

numbness  extended  to  the  navel  with  subjective  sensation  of  cold- 
ness, perfect  anaesthesia  and  analgesia.  Active  motion  oi  the  legs 
was  impossible,  urine  passed  involuntarily,  no  stool.  The  state  of 
the  patient  remained  the  same  for  several  days,  neither  fever  nor 
pain.  On  the  tenth  day  the  toes  of  the  right  foot  showed  some  re- 
action to'  the  electrical  current.  After  six  weeks  a  little  motion 
was  possible.  After  four  months  he  was  transported  to  Holland, 
where  Prof  Stokvis  saw  him  at  his  clinic,  eight  months  after  the 
accident,  and  found  a  healthy  person  with  normal  intelligence, 
without  a  trace  of  hectic  infection,  nothing  abnormal  on  mucoua 
membranes  or  skin,  pulse  about  80,  stool  retarded.  Involuntary 
movements  of  Hexion  in  lower  extremities  when  lying  quietly  in 
bed.  All  active  movements  can  be  executed,  but  weaker  than  in- 
normal  state.  Co-ordination  not  disturbed,  tendon-reflexes  greatlj 
increased.  Sensation  of  pain  is  totally  abolished,  and  deep  punc- 
lures  with  a  needle  are  not  felt  up  to  the  navel.  Electrical  sensi-^ 
tiveness  greatly  decreased.  Nothing  abnormal  can  be  detected  in 
the  spinal  column.  The  alkaline  urine  shows  a  mnco-purulenfe 
sidement     Frequent  inclination  to  pass  «rine,  and  if  not  immedi- 
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ktelj  attended  to,  involuntary  micturition.  No  improyement  fol- 
lowed treatment,  till  a  strong  magnet  (lifting  30  Kilo's)  was  ap- 
plied for  an  hour  on  the  external  side  of  the  leg,  when  the  sensar 
tion  of  pain  suddenly  returned  and  remained  normal.  As  long  as 
the  magnet  remained  in  position,  the  urine  was  clear,  but  was  sedi- 
mentous  again  afterwards.  Frequent  application  of  the  magnet 
produced  a  gradual  improvement. 

Pell  believes  that  the  lumbar  part  of  the  cord  was  aflfected  in  its 
grey  substance  (Analgesia  with  undisturbed  sensibility,  increased 
reflex  irritability).  At  first  the  entire  lumbar  portion  was  proba- 
bly aflfeeted  (diminished  muscular  power).  The  question  whether 
anatomical  changes  (Heyne  &  X3yden   observed   Myelitis)    were 

present  or  only  functional  disturbances  without  organic  altera- 
tions, is  doubtful,  but  Pell  accepts  the  latter  idea  on  account  of  the 
subacute  appearance  of  the  manifestations  after  a  few  hour-  and 
without  trophic  disturbances,  the  total  abolition  of  pain  and  the 
rapid  improvement  by  the  magnet.  Did  the  latter  cause  molecular 
changes,  which  restored  the  suspended  conduit?  Prognosis  in 
such  cases  is  rather  favorable.  In  relation  to  a  connection  between 
severe  emotions  followed  by  paralytic  symptoms,  the  vascular  sys- 
tem may  be  the  connecting  link.  Such  a  great  fright  causes  an 
irritation  of  the  vasomotory  centrum,  producing  a  g^Mieral  ana3raia, 
and  in  our  case  the  lumbar  portion  showed  the  least  resisting 
power,  being  perhaps  weakened  through  former  sexual  excesses. — 
Schmidt's  Jahrbucher,  11,  1S82. 

On  the  Diagnosis  of  Luxatio  Femoris  Obturatoria. — A 
farmer  fell  from  his  heavily-loaded  wagon  and  the  wheels  passed 
over  him.  The  symptoms  were  characteristic  :  tiexiou  in  the  hip- 
joint  to  120  ®,  slight  rotation  outwards  and  high-graded  abduction, 
the  axis  of  the  thigh  seceded  from  the  median  line,  the  trochanter 
region  was  drawn  in  and  the  trochanter  could  be  felt  in  the  deep 
portion.  The  adductor  region  jutted  out  greatly  and  the  muscles 
there  were  in  excessive  tension.  From  the  spina  anterior  superior 
to  the  external  malleolus  the  distance  was  on  the  left  side  three 
Cm.  less  than  on  the  right  side.  In  order  to  confirm  the  diagnosis 
palpation  of  the  reef um  offered  direct  proof  by  introducing  two 
nngers  anteriorily  in  the  rectum,  the  corpus-femoris,  pushed  to- 
wards the  musculus  obturatorius  intern us„ could  be  partially  grasp- 
joi^  and  in  rotations  of  the  thigh  the  rotating  motion  felt.  Treub 
finds  nowhere  thi^  rectal  examination  mentioned,  though  this  ena- 
bles us  to  give  a  precise  anatomical  diagnosis. — Med.  yeu?gkeiter^ 
9,J»83. 
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E.    A.    LODQE,  SEN'R,  M.  D.,   POKTIAC,   MICHIGAN,    EDITOR. 


IMPURE  HOMCEOPATHY:    NOSODES. 

The  Hahnemannian  of  January  gives  us  the  following  excel- 
lent article  : 

Some  of  our  allopathic  contemporaries  are  endeavoring  to 
make  capital  out  of  the  disgrace  to  which  our  school  is  subjected 
by  the  champions  of  isopathy  and  the  prescribers  of  "  Nosodes.** 
The  introduction  of  a  list  of  these  filthy  matters  in  the  Atnerican 
Pharmacopoeia^  notwithstanding  they  are  thrust  out  of  the  body  of 
of  the  work  and  into  an  appendix,  has  furnished  a  pretext  sufficient 
to  warrant  almost  any  editor  of  allopathic  proclivities,  in  charg- 
ing the  homoeopathic  profession  as  a  body,  with  their  more  or 
less  frequent  use  ;  and  thus  the  entire  profession  is  held  responsible 
for  the  acts  of  a  portion  of  its  members.  This,  indeed,  is  not  the 
worst  of  it.  Homoeopathy,  as  a  healing  art,  is  discredited  and  its 
advancement  seriously  hindered  by  the  statement,  whether  falge  or 
true,  that  its  practitioners  resort  to  means  of  questionable  delicacy 
in  their  efforts  to  cure  disease.  The  writer  of  this  article  has  re- 
cently learned  of  an  intelligent  and  influential  family  who,  discour- 
aged and  disgusted  with  allopathy,  were  about  to  try  homoeopathy, 
but  quickly  determined  not  to  do  so,  on  learning  that  a  certain 
houKeopathic  physician  had  admitted  curing  a  case  of  malarial 
fever  with  bed-bugs.  "  And,''  said  the  lady  who  gave  us  the  infor- 
mation,'"doctor,  if  I  thought  you  ever  prescribed  such  things  I 
would  never  take  another  dose  of  your  medicine."  Doubtless,  the 
lady  little  dreamed  of  a  far  higher,  or  lower,  degree  of  uastiness  to 
which  a  few  practitioners  have  attained,  or  she  might  have  consid- 
ered the  Acanthia  1.  the  very  essence  of  cleanliness  in  the  compar- 
ison. 

There  is  no  need,  in  this  connection,  to  argue  foi  or  against 
the  therapeutic  efficacy  of  these  disgusting  substances  ;  neither  is 
it  proposed  to  listen  lor  a  moment  to  the  hackneyed  argument 
about  their  chemical  quality,  nor^^to  draw  nice  distinctions  between 
varying  degrees  of  nastiness.  The  only  questions  at  all  worthy  of 
consideration  are,  whether  physicians  have  a  moral  right  to  impose 
these  foul  matters  upon  their  patients  without  their  knowledge 
and  consent,  and  whether  any  one  who  thus  befouls  the  fair  gar- 
ments of  homoeopathy,  and  hinders  her  beneficent  progress,  haa 
any  claim  to  be  accounted  her  real   friend.     The   very  suggestion, 
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from  which  the  use  of  "  nosodes  "  originated,  sprang  from  an  inad- 
equate and  erroneous  conception  of  the  homceopatliic  principle  of 
cure,  and  nothing  but  ultimate  disaster  to  the  homoeopathic  cause 
could  result  from  their  general  and  open-handed  adoption.  There 
is  little  occasion,  however,  to  tear  such  a  contingency,  but  it  seems 
well  to  remind  ourselves  and  each  other,  now  and  then,  of  the  dan- 
ger to  our  loved  cause  from  assaults  upon  her  immaculate  purity, 
even  by  those  who  would,  and  do,  gliidly  make  sacrifices  in  her 
behalf 

Th^  readers  of  this  journal  will  understand  that  there  is  a 
4striking  difference  between  those  who,  through  inadvertence,  allow 
themselves  to  resort  to  these  means  of  doubtful  delicacy  and  still 
more  doubtful  homceopathicity,  and  those  others  who  are  deliber- 
ately advocating  and  urging  their  use  with  a  full  knowledge  and 
consciousness  ot  the  humiliation  and  disgrace  they  are  thusf  bring- 
ing upon  our  school.  Thi^  journal  is  ''  set  for  the  defence "  of 
homoeopathy,  and,  next  to  those  enemies  who  would  retard  its 
progress  by  fettering-  medical  thought  or  restraining  freedom  of 
professional  action,  its  most  insidious  foes  will  be  found  among 
those  who,  whether  intenticnially  or  unintentionally,  are  holding 
up  our  system  to  the  scorn  apd   loathing  of  an  enlightened  public. 

One  of  our  allopathic  exchanges  very  honestly  admits  that  his 
own  school^is  by  no  means  clear  ot  a  similar  disgrace,  and  that 
homoeopathy  does  not  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the  use  of  disgusting 
medicines.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  these  allopathic  peri- 
odicals, one  and  all,  will  continue  to  excoriate  us  without  mercy, 
until  these  loathsome  medicaments  shall  be  relegated  to  their 
proper  place,  by  the  side  of  the  filthy  and  disgusting  mixtures  of 
old-time  allopathy.  D. 


BAPTISIA  TL\CTOR[A. 

Dr.  J.  Daily  contributes  to  the   U.  S,  Medical  Livedigator 
the  following  facts  in  relation  to  this  remedy  : 

I'hfe  reference  to   Baptisia  being  the  epidemic  remedy^  re- 
calls to  me  its  early  history.     I  renienil>er,    while  attending  lec- 
tures in  Cleveland,  in  1856,  that  Prof.   S.    II.    Beckwith  related 
to  us  the  medical  discovery  of  Ba[)ti8ia. 

There  lived  in  the  Ohio  bottom,  an  old  fellow  without  med- 
ical knowledge,  who  had  a  reputation  for  miles  around  of  curing 
cases  of  typhoid  fever,  after  the  physicians'had  given  them  up  to 
die.  Dr.  Beckwith,  hearing  ot  the  wonderful  success  of  the  old 
"Vnan,  visited  him  to  learn,  if  possible,  what  the  old  man's  treat- 
nkent  was.     After   spending  some  time  talking  with  him,  Dr.  B. 
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offered  to  bny  his  secret.  Flattered  bj^  the  visit,  the  old  raaa 
freely  informed  Dr.  B.  that  the  wondertal  remedy  was  wild  In- 
digo, which  he  nsed  in  decoction. 

Dr.  B.  received  a  i)ackaoje  of  the  root  of  the  plant  from  the 
old  man,  and  brought  it  to  Cleveland,  and  Dr.  Hall,  Pharmacist, 
made  a  tincture  of  it.  I  bought  the  first  tincture  of  Baptisia 
that  passed  through  Chicago.  Our  directions  for  the  use  of  the 
remedy,  differs}  from  the  cudtom  now  a  days. 

We  were  instructed  to  hold  this  remedy  in  reserve,  and 
when  the  patient  begin  to  sink,thtja  give  B  iptisia  tini^turo,  or  firsts 
in  drop  doses  every  few  minutes,  until  the  patient  began  to  rally. 

Now,  I  never  think  of  giving  Baptisia,  unless  the  pulse  is  com- 
pressible. When  full  and  wiry,  I  select  some  other  remedy. 
Baptisia  is  a  royal  remedy,  and  has  ab  >rted  many  a  case  of  ty- 
phoid fever  for  me. 


Perils  of  Mkdical   Practice  {Medical  Age), — Our  English 

exchanges  give  graphic  accounts  of  a  sad  case  whiijh   recently 

transpired  in  England,  and   which   illustrates  some  of  the  dangers 

to  which  the  medical   practitioners   are  subject.     A  Dr.  Edwardes, 

of  Hounslow,  was  accused  b}^  a  female  patient  of  an  assault  on  her 

chSstity,  and  a  demand  made  on  him  for  money  as  a  reticence  on 
the  part  of  the  woman.  In  his  hour  of  trial,  Dr.  E'lwardes  natur- 
ally consulted  his  partner,  who  instead  of  coming  to  his  support 
seized  upon  the  opportunity^  to  dissolve  their  busincvss  relations. 
Thus  attticked  and  suspected  by  the  one  who  should  have  stood  by 
him,  at  least  until  his  guilt  was  established,  poor  Edwardes,  doubt- 
less losing  all  hope  of  establishing  his  innocence  gave  up  theifight,^ 
and  by  means  of  a  dose  of  prussic  acid  pla(*ed  an  impjissable  barrier 
between  him  and  his  persecutors.  He  left  behind  him  a  note 
written  on  Che  very  brink  of  eternity,  asseverating  his  innocence 
of  the  charge  brought  against  him  by  ^  the  morbid  imagination  of 
a  licentious-minded,  hysterical  woman,"  and  praying  for  a  ^'  bless- 
ing on  his  wife,  his  little  boys,  and  his  mother."  The  woman 
struck  by  remorse  at  the  suicide  of  her  victim  made  a  written  re^ 
traction  of  the  charge,  with  every  expression  of  regret.  Popular 
sympathy  for  the  family  of  the  deceased  is  deep  and  everything 
has  been  done  to  mitigate  the  pain  of  their  misfortune,  while  fchc^ 
indignation  against  Dr.  Whitemarsh,  the  partner,  took  shape  in 
the  stoning  of  his  house  by  a  mob,  who  would  also  have  lynched 
him  but  for  the  protection  of  a  posse  of  forty  constables. 
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On  the  heels  of  the  above  case  comes  the  following :  The  pro- 
secntrix,  a  young  girl,  came  to  Dr.  Sparrow  complaining  of  mor- 
'  ning  sickness,  headache,  and  total  suppression  of  menses  for  the 
past  five  months.  Suspecting  from  her  general  appearance  that 
the  patient  was  pregnant.  Dr.  Sparrow  refused  to  give  any  em- 
menagogue  medicine  (which  she  urged  him  to  do)  until  satisfied 
that  she  was  not  e^iceinte.  To  ascertain  this,  he,  with  her  full 
consent,  made  an  examination  which  fully  confirmed  his  previous 
suspicions.  The  patient  then  left,  and  the  next  thing  the  doctor 
heard  of  the  matfcer  was  a  simmons  for  assault.  Fortunately,  he 
was  able  to  produce  the  evidence  of  three  visitors  and  three  ser- 
vants, who  were  all  within  ear-shot  at  the  time,  yet  heard  no  out- 
cry. '  ^ 

The  magistrates,  convinced  that  the  whole  affair  was  a  *'plot'\ 
at  once  .  dismissed  the  charge,  and  no  doubt  the  lapse  of  a  few 
months  will  confirm  Dr.  Sparrow's  diagnosis  and  his  perfect  in- 
nocence. We  are  well  pleased  to  observe  that  Dr.  Sparrow^s  med- 
ical brethren,  having  satisfied  themselv(?fe  of  his  freedom  from  guilt, 
stood  by  him  in  his  adversity.  In  provincial  practice  it  is  obvious- 
ly impossible  for  a  practitioner  to  have  at  all  times  tjie  safeguard 
of  witnesses  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  make  gynaelogical  coex- 
aminations,  and  it  is  daily  becoming  more  manifest  that  charges 
of  immorality  against  medical  men  ought  to  be  regarded  with  the 
utmost  suspicion.- 

These  sad  cases  have  their  lesson.  While  we  have  a  feeling 
akin  to  contempt  for  a  man  who  suicides  to  avoid  trial  aud  sorrow, 
particularly  when  he  has  within  him  the  consciousness  of  innoc- 
ence, our  sympathies  are  touched  by  the  salient  features  of  the 
case!  Physicians  are  constantly  liable  to  similar  charges  to 
thesaand  we  have  known  of  instances  in  which  in  spite  of  innoc- 
ence, they  have  paid  money  to  avoid  a  scandal.  The  only  safe- 
guard is  that  suggested  by  our  con  tern  pohiries,  viz.,  that  physical 
examinations  of  women  should  be  made  only  in  the  presence  of  a 
third  and  reliable  party.  The  woman  who  objects  to  this  should 
be  sent  elsewhere. 

Altftude. — In  studying  the  Geographical  and  Climatic  Re-  * 
]ation8  of  Pneumonia,  Dr.  E.  Banders  (J^7«^r.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.) 
has  Bnmmarized  the    following    conclusions.     His  studies  were 
liased  npen  statistics  obtained  Irom  many  towns  and  cities  in  the 
United  States  and  Europe : 

Ist  The  relations  of  pneumonia  to  altitude  are  definite 
^d  marked ;  with  increase  in  ^elevation  above  the  level  of  the 
8ea»  there  ia  a  ateady  diminution  in  the  death  rate  of  pneumonia. 
To  tbifl  role  0ome  exceptions  exist,  but  in  the  large  majority  of 
iBBtances  the  relation  holds  good.  -^ 
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2d.  The  mean  annual  rainfall  of  a  place  bears  no  positive 
relation  to  pneumonia;  in  some  instances  a  large  mortality 
from  the  disease  coincides  with  a  large  precipitation  of  rain,  in 
others  with  a  small  precipitation,  w^hile  in  many  others  the  con- 
trary conditions  are  found  to  prevail. 

3d.  The  higrher  the  death  rate  of  a  place  from  all  causes, 
the  greater  the  mortality  from  pneumonia.  This  rule  is  almost, 
if  not  actually,  absolute. 

4th.  The  larger  the  actual  population  of  a  locality,  the 
greater  its  relative  death  rate  from  pneumonia;  the  explanations 
lor  this  being  probably  found  in  the  following :  Density  of  popu- 
lation bears  an  undoubted  relation  to  the  pneumonia  rate,  in- 
crease in  the  former  being  followed  by  or  going  hand  in  band 
with  increase  in  the  latter. 

5th.  There  is  a  direct,  positive  and  unequivocal  relation 
l)etween  the  mean  annal  temperature  of  a  place  and  its  death  rate 
from  pneumonia  ;  the  rule  being  that  a  high  mortality  from  the 
disease  coincides  with  a  high  mean  temperature.  Exceptions  ex- 
ist, but  being  unusual  and  rather  rare,  their  existence  can  hardly 
be  considered  to  invalidate  this  rule. 

6th.  Proximit}'  to  large  bodies  of  water,  such  as  lakes,  is- 
lands, seas  or  the  ocean,  exerts  no  appreciable  influence  on  the 
pneumonia  rate. 

7th.  For  North  America  pneumonia  increases  in  frequency 
as  we  pass  from  East  to  West ;  tor  Europe  as  we  advance*from 
West  to  Eiist,  the  rate  of  increase  being  nearly  twice  as  great  in 
the  case  of  the  latter  as  in  that  of  the  former. 

8th.  Pneumonia,  all  other  things  being  equal,  increases  in 
frequency  the  farther  we  advance  from  the  polar  regions  towards 
the  tropics  ;  this,  however,  only  up  to  a  certain  parallel,  beyond 
which  it  seems  to  become  less  and  less  commonly  met  with,  un- 
til at  or  near  the  equator,  when  it  apparently  disappears.  As 
far  as  the  latter  part  of  this  statement  is  concerned,  such  would 
seem  to  be  the  truth,  judging  by  what  few  facts  are  at  hand. 

Statistics  for  the  equatorial  regions  are  rare,  and,  even  then, 
unreliable  ,  hence,  I  puiposely  omitted  to  present  tliem.  So  few, 
vague,  and  indetlriite  are  they  as  to  be  almost  valueless,  allowing 
ojily  of  problematic  deductions. 
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The  Influence  of  Altitude  on  Health  {fjzncet). — This 
BDbjoct  (which  was  one  of  special  local  interest)  was  treated  at 
some  length  at  the  Geneva  Congress  by  the  president,  Dr.  Lorn 
bard.  He  attached  particular  importance  to  the  hygienic  advan 
tag^  to  be  derived  from  moderate  altitudes  of,  say,  fifteen  hun 
dred  to  three  thousand  feet,  in  contradistinction  to  the  effects 
produced  by  the  more  lofty  portions  of  the  mountainous  regions 
of  Switzerland  and  other  countries.  He  dwelt  on  tlie  advantages 
of  the  Engadine  as  a  residence  for  persons  of  consumptive  ten- 
dencies, and  also  described  some  of  the  sanatoria  in  the  Himalaya 
HoaBtains.  M.  Paul  Bert,  while  agreeing  with  the  general 
principles  laid  down  by  Dr.  Lombard,  contributed  some  interest- 
ing details  as  to  experiments  he  had  made  in  his  own  person  (in 
conjunction  with  several  scientific  friends)  with  a  view  to  proving 
the  eflScacy  of  the  inhalation  of  oxygen  as  a  restorative  process 
in  eases  where  the  excessive  rarefaction  of  the  atmosphere  at  ex- 
treme altitudes^  produces  a  kind  of  asphyxia.  The  general  ten- 
dency of  M.B«i;V  theory  is  to  supply  the  oxygen  which  is  want- 
ing in  the  air  at  such  heights,  and  the  experiments  he  and  his 
friends  made  consisted  of  the .  production,  by  artificial  means,  of 
liiB  ^^  mountain  sicknesBv'  and  its  removal  by  the  inhalation  of  air 
with  a  full  proportion  of  oxygen.  The  subsequent  experiences  of 
aeronauts  tend  also  to  prove  that  the  inhalation  or  oxygen  is  an 
immediate  remedy  for  the  quickening  of  the  pulse  and  of  the  res- 
piration, the  headache,  somnolence,  and  partial  loss  of  reason , 
which  are  among  the  symptoms  of  the  injurious  effects  of  ex- 
treme altitudes. 

The  Active  Principles  of  Officinal  Podophyllin.  (/yo/i- 
dan  Medical  Record,) — Continuing  his  important  researches  on 
podophyllin.  Dr.  V.  Podvysotzky,  of  Dorpafc,  states  that  both  the 
root  of  the  Podophyllum  peUatiim  and  podophyllin  (that  is,  the  al- 
coholic extract  of  the  root)  contain  a  resinous,  amorphous,  bitter, 
and  very  active  substance,  which  the  author  named  podophyllot- 
oxin.  This  is  a  mixture  of  two  distinct  chemical  compounds,  called 
by  Df-'PoSvysbtzky,  "'picropodophyllin"  and  ''picropoJophyllinic 
acid".  Ab  experiments  on  animals  show,  both  emetic  and  drastic 
properti^  of  podophyllin  and  podophyllotoxin  depend  exclusively 
..upoitt^tEeireontaining  picropddopbyllin,'  large  doses  of  which  pro- 
duce vcrmitiug,  small  ones  only  purgation.  In  view  ofthehi&;h 
pric^  of  the  preparation  of  picropodophyllin  (which  represents  the 
essential  active  principle  of  Podo^htfllum  peltatum\  the  author  re- 
commends to  use    poaophyllotoxin,  best    of  all  in  form  of  an  alco- 
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holic  solution.  While  prescribing,  it  is  necessary  to  take  into  con- 
sideration that  this  substance  is  precipitated  by  an  excess  of  water 
and  by  alkalies.  When  used  internally/the  remedy  begins  to  act  at 
the  end  of  four  hours,  or  still  later;  hypodermically,  after  about  two 
hours.  The  careful  study  of  clinical  results  of  his  own  and  of  oth- 
er observers,  and  the  experiments  made  on  animals,  lead  the  author 

to  the  conclusion  that  podophyllotoxin  is  a  very  useful  remedy  for 
constipation,  is  very  comfortably  borne  by  patients,  and  does  not 
interff^re  with  digestion  even  when  used  for  a  long  period.  It  is 
indicated  especially  in  chronic  constipation  in  consequeuce  of  in- 
testinal atony  and  sluggishnass,  in  catarrhal  icterus,  and  similar 
cases.  The  doses  are  given  as  follows:  for  an  adult,  from  one- 
fourth  to  one-third  of  a  grain  at  a  time<  from  one-half  to  two- 
thirds  of  a  grain  daily  ;  for  a  child,  from  one-one-hundred-and- 
twentieth  to  one-twentieth  of  a  grain  in  each  dose  ;  the  second 
is. to  follow  not  sooner  than  eight  to  ten  hours  after  the  first.  The 
best  preparation  for  an  adult  is  made  by  dissolving  two  grains  of 
podophyllotoxin  in  two  hundred  grains  of  rectified  spirit.  The 
dose  is  thirty  drops  in  a  small  glass  of  wine.  Alkalies  should  be 
avoided  during  the  treatment. 

The  Physiology  of  Sugar  in  the  System  {N.  Y.  Med.  J.). 
— ^In  his  article  on  "A  New  Line  of  Research  bearing  on  the 
Physiology  of  Sugar  in  the  Animal  System  "  ("Proc.  of  the  Roy. 
Soc,"  xxxii,  214),  Dr.  F.  W.  Pavy  concludes  that  bernardin 
(glycogen)  does  not  undergo  any  significant  transformation  into 
sugar  in  contact  with  blood.  Bernardin  exists  to  a  distinctlj 
notable  extent  as  a  normal  constituent  of  blood.  The  evidence 
derivable  from  the  observations  recorded  on  the  addition  of  ber- 
nardin to  the  blood  and  its  subsequent  recovery,  and  on  its  ex- 
traction from  tlie  liver  by  boiling  water  on  successive  days,  and 
by  water  ot  300  ®-Fahr.,  tends  to  show  that  bernardin  enters 
into  feeble  combination  with  nitrogenous  matter.  Bernardin 
exists  in  notable  amount,  not  only  in  muscle,  as  has  been  pre- 
viously known,  but  also  in  the  spleen,  pancireas,  kidney  and 
brain.  (He  has  only  examined  these  structures.)  Italsoexista 
in  notable  amount  in  the  white  and  yolk  of  eggs.  These  several 
products  likewise  contain  a  cupric-oxide  reducing  substance, 
which  is  extracted  by  alcohol,  and  which,  in  most  instances,  pos- 
sesses the  character  of  glucose,  but  specially,  in  the  case  of  mus- 
cle, the  character  of  maltose.  Through  the  existence  of  glycogen 
throughout  the  system,  as  has  been  represented,  we  have  a  carbo- 
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hjdrate  occupying  a  parallel  position  to  albumin — viz.,  existing 
in  a  colloid  state,  and  thus  adapted  to  retention  in  the  body,  in- 
stead of  passing  off  as  a  diffusible  substance,  as  glucose  tends  to 
da 


Expert  Testimony  in  Lunacy  Cases  {Medical  Record), — The 
recent  trial  in  Chicago  of  a  prostitute  for  the  murder  of  her  *4over'^ 
has  forced  upon  public  attention  some  serious  defects  in  our  present 
medical  expert  system.  The  defence  took  refuge  in  the  well-tried 
and  old  reliable  plea  of  insanity — probably  with  some  justice,  since 
two  most  eminent  and  experienced  neuroloo^ists  affirmed  its  truth. 
*'Sane,^'  ''legally  sane  and  medically  insane,'  "legally  and  medically 
insane,"  were  some  of  the  opinions  offered  by  various  experts.  In 
a  recent  paper,  before  the  Chicago  Medical  Society,  Dr.  D.  R.  Brew- 
er presented  a  caustic  criticism  of  the  judicial  proceedings  whereby 
Mark  Gray  was  recently  released  from  an  insane  hospital.  Gray 
acquired  considerable  notoriety  some  years  ago  by  firing  several 
shots  at  Edwin  Booth  during  a  performance  at  McVicker's  Theatre. 
Gray  was  adjudged  insane  by  the  court,  and  after  two  years'  con- 
finement in  a  State  hospital  wias  released,  in  spite  of  the  opposition 
of  the  medical  officers  of  the  hospital,  by  a  judge  in  a  distant  part 
of  the  State.  Since  his  release,  G  ray  has  manifested  the  same  de- 
lusions as  before  and  during  his  confinement;  in  fact,  he  was  re- 
leased merely  because  he  affirmed  his  own  sanity. 

Boric  Acid  (Lancet.) — Neumann  has,  in  view  of  the  exten- 
MTe  use  of  boric  acid,  instituted  experiments  to  ascertain  more 
prfecisely  its  physiological  effects,  A  dog  of  the  weight  of  fifteen 
kilogrammes  presented  no  marked  symptoms  from  a  dose  of  five 
or  iix  grammes,  but  a  marked  fall  in  internal  temperature  was 
produced.  Larger  doses  caused  also  vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  A 
three  per  cent,  solution  injected  into  the  pleural  or  periloneal 
cavity  did  not  cause  inflammation  of  the  serous  memlwane  ;  but, 
whenever  the  quantity  injected  exceeded  certain  limits,  the  ani- 
mals died  from  paralysis  of  the  motor  nerves  and  muscles.  Re- 
Bultfl  of  identical  character  were  also  furnished  by  experiments  on 
rabbits  and  young  pigs.  Boric  acid  was  given  to  horses  affected 
with  glanders  up  to  forty-five  grammes  (?  a  dose),  anil  the  nasal 
ulcerations  were  treated  with  the  same  substance.  A  transient 
amelioration  in  the  condition  of  the  animals  was  the  result,  but, 
none  recovered.  Boric  acid  may  thus  be  regarde'fl  as  not  only 
an  antipntrescent,  but  also  aa  antipyretic,  comparable  to  car- 
bolic acid. 
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GRATITUDE  DURING  ILLNESS  AND  AFTER  RECOVERy. 

The  ensuing  lines   were  suspended,  framed  and  glazed,  in  the 

hall  of  Mr.  Beesly,  a  surgeon,  to  whom   Sir  W.   Blizzard  was  ap-- 

prenticed  : — 

The  surgeon's  like  a  god,. whom  men  adore 
When  death  about  the  sick  man's  bed  doth  soar  ; 
Then  hath  he  great  respect  and  high  regard. 
Fed  with  the  smoky  promise  of  reward  ; 
•  But  as  the  patient  doth  begin  to  mend, 
So  doth  the  surgeon's  godhead  straightway  end  ; 
Yet  such   attendance  on  him  still  is  given 
As  if  he  were  an  angel  come  from  heaven. 
When  health  with  strength  the  patient  doth  inspire, 
To  sleep,  eat,  walk,  and  sit  up  by  the  fire. 
Then  straight  the  surgeon's  state  angelical 
In  his  esteem  unto  a  man  doth  fall. 
Last,  when  the  sick  or  sore  is  healed  again. 
And  payment  seeks  the  surgeon  for  his  pain. 
Not  god  nor  angel  is  he  counted  then, 
He  is  not  even  entertained  as  man  ; 
But  through  ingratitude,  that  hellish  evil. 
They  bid  the  surgeon  welcome  as  the  devil  ;  - 
So,  when  thy  patient  ill  is,  ask  the  fee. 
For  if  he's  well,  then  patient  thou  must  be. 

— Students'  Journal. 

The  Results  of  Koch's  Discoveries,  writes  Dr.  Formand 
{Phila.  Med,  Tlmes)^  are  now  a  matter  of  important  consideration. 
In  Germany,  by  imperial  order,  in  military  hospitals  phthisical  pa- 
tients are  separated  from  other  cases  as  carefully  as  small  pox  pa- 
tients ;  so  a  gentleman  tells  me  who  has  just  come  from  Germany- 
Even  here  the  community  begins  to  regard  the  disease  as  eminent-* 
ly  contagious.  I  know  of  an  instance  of  a  young  woman  sufferings 
from  phthisis  being  locked  up  and  avoided,  perhaps  neglected,  by 
the  members  of  her  own  family,  for  fear  of  the  coutagium.  I  have 
learned  of  several  consumptives  who  have  become  worse  from  the , 
mortification  of  having  their  friends  avoid  them,  some  even  going 
8o  far  as  not  to  shake  hands  with  them.  The  moral  effects  must 
certainly  be  most  deleterious  to  these  unfortunate  creatures  and  ta 
those  who  surround  them. 

Rhus  Abomatica. — Dr.  McClanahan,  of  Tipton,  Mo.,  says  he 
has  nsed  this  remedy  with  g>^at  success,  since  1850,  in  enuresis, 
diabetes  and  hemorrhages.  This  species  of  Rhus  is  worthy  of  & 
thorough  proving. 
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^  A  BREATH  OF  FIRE. 

We  receive  the  following  from  Dr.  Price  : 

Baltimore,  Feb.  IstJ  1883. 
E.  A.  Lodge,  Sr.,  M.  D.: 

Dear  Sir: — On  page  509  of  the  November,  1882,  issue  of  the 
Observer  is  a  most  interesting,  and  as  the  prefatory  comment 
sa}  8,  "  incredible  "  case.  Can  you  in  any  way  obtain  any  further 
proof  of  the  truth  of  the  story?  If  the  Michigan  Medical  News 
can  prove  the  miraculous  power  of  the  young  man  to  be  a  fact, 
the  case  should  be  carefully  investigated  and  properly  recorded, 
with  the  necessary  proof  of  its  authenticity,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
scientific  world.  Respectfully  and  fraternally, 

^  Eldridge  C.  Price,  M.  D. 

* 

.  Dr.  John  E.  Clark,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  in  the  Michigan  Col- 
lege of  Medicine,  thinks  that  there  is  some  trick  about  it,  and  that 
some  chemicals  are  used  secretly;  but  he  is  probably  mistaken  as 
appears  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  A.  H.  Herron  of  Paw  Paw,  to  the  De- 
troit Post  &  Tribune.  He  writes  in  relation  to  this  very  remarka- 
ble phenomenon  as  follows : 

Having  never  witnessed  an  exhibition  of  this  wonderful  feat, 
besides  it  being  so  at  variance  with  all  of  the  well  recognized  the- 
ories of  the  human  functions,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the 
professor  should  endeavor  to^account  for  it  as  a  ''  trick  "  made  pos- 
sible by  "  having  chemical  knowledge  of  certain  ingredients,  etc." 
Now  as  a  matter  of  fact  this  man  can  barely  read  and  write,  and, 
though  27  years  old,  hasn't  the  faintest  idea  of  the  first  principles 
of  chemistry,  but  is  what  may  be  very  properly  termed  an  ignorant 
and  superstitious  young  mulatto.  It  is  not  a  new  thing  with  him. 
Ever  since  he  was  14  years  old  he  has  given  frequent  proofs  of  the 
possession  of  this  wonderful  power.  When  cold  and  wet  in  the 
woods  hunting  he  has  been  known  to  kindle  a  fire  by  simply  gath- 
ering together  a  quantity  of  dry  leaves  and  sticks  and  blowing  up- 
on them.  He  has  been  suddenly  awakened  from  a  sound  sleep  in 
the  night  and  asked  to  rinse  his  mouth  and  burn  a  handkerchief 
handed  to  him,  not  by  those  in  league  with  him  in  the  successful 
performance  of  some_*'  trick  "  of  legerdemain,  but  by  the  incredu- 
lous. He  has  been  repeatedly  called  from  the  billiard  room  of  the 
Dyckman  house  into  the  office  and  handed  paper  torn  from  posters 
hanging  upon  the  wall,  and,  to  the  wonder  and  absolute  astonish- 
ment of  spectators,  soon  set  it  ablaze.    In  fact,  though  tested  under 
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every  conceivable  condition  and  surroundings  he  has  never  been 
known  to  fail  in  showing  that  he  possessed  this  wonderful  power. 
He  recently,  by  special  request,  visited  Chicago  and  was  put  to  the 
severest  test  before  the  eminent  doctors  of  medicine  and  of  chemis- 
try at  Rush  medical  college.  He  offered  to  be  stripped,  but  while 
they  didn^t  ask  that,  they  took  the  precaution  to  wash  him  thor- 
oughly and  require  him  to  put  on  an  entirely  new  suit  of  clothes 
prepared  for  the  occasion,  and  then  after  eating  a  stew  and  rinsing 
out  his  mouth  in  just  one  minute  and  twenty  seconds,  he  set  on 
fire  a  handkerchief  furnished  him  by  one  of  the  members  ;  aud  this 
was  done  in  the  presence  of  more  than  50  of  the  ablest  medical  and 
scientific  gentlemen  of  Chicago,  not  one  of  whom  was  able  to  de- 
tect the  least  indication  of  its  being  a  "  trick."  On  the  contrary 
they  admitted  the  genuineness  of  the  performance,  but  confeissed, 
just  as  Prof.  Clark  will  do,  after  witnessing  it  as  they  did,  their  in- 
ability to  explain  the  mystery.    They  thought  they  might  possibly 

do  so  if  they  had  him  on  the  dissecting:  table.  On  this  occasion  the 
doctors  asked  him  to  produce  his  handkerchief,  but  he  told  them 
that  he  never  burned  his  own  handkerchief,  and  no  less  than  seven 
were  produced  by  the  professors  from  which  one  was  chosen.  Mr. 
Underwood  is  absolutely  ignorant  of  the  real  cause  or  secret  of  his 
wonderful  power,  but  is  ready  to  submit  himself  to  the  severest 
test  known  to  science  excepting  jbhat  suggested  by  the  Chicago 
doctors — "  the  dissecting  table.'.' 

The  time  usually  required  by  him  is  from  30  seconds  to  2 
minutes.  During  the  effort  his  pulse  always  goes  up  from  70  to 
125,  quickly  resuming  its  normal  condition  after  accomplishing 
the  feat.  The  effort  is  followed  by  a  brief  period  of  great  exhaus- 
tion. So  strong  is  the  belief  here  of  the  genuineness  of  his  won- 
derful power  that  parties  have  authorized  me  to  say  that  they  will 
wager  $1,000  that  Underwood  will  place  himself  under  the  severest 
test  that  Dr.  Clark  or  any  other  man  can  suggest,  and  blow  into  a 
flame  inside  of  three  minutes,  a  cotton  handkerchief  or  a  piece  of 
paper  which  has  never  been  "dipped  in  a  solution  of  bi-sulphide  of 
carbon,"  or  doctored  in  any  way,  shape  or  manner,  and  to  be  fur- 
nished by  them.  The  flame  has  no  bluish  tinge,  as  the  flame  pro- 
duced by  Dr.  Clark,  or  odor  of  phosphorus,  but  in  the  suddenness 
of  its  appearance  more  nearly  resembles  the  lighting  of  a  gas  jet 
than  anything  else.  There  are  many  things  not  yet  fully  explained 
by  the  scientific  world,  and  this  performance  of  Underwood's  is 
one  of  them.  A.  H.  Hsbbon. 
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THE  PHYSIOLOGY   OF  ALCOHOLICS. 

AN   ADDRESS  BY 

W.  B.  Carpenter,  m.d.,  llj>.,  f.rj9., 

Authorof  *" Principles  of  Human  Physiology,'*  f" Mental  Physiology^ 
•     **The  PhysiOiogy  of  Temperance  and  Total  Abstinence;"*  ""The 
Microscope  and  its  Pevelations,**  and  other  Works, 

PREFATORY   NOTE. 

The  foUowIng  address  was  dellrered  in  the  Tremont  Temple,  Boston,  on  the  after- 
noon of  December  3, 1882,  la  compliance  with  a  request  made  to  Dr.  Carpenter  (who  had 
been  giving  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Lowell  Institute),  by  his  Excellency  the  Gover- 
iMr,  the  Ck>Yemor-elect,  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonweatth  of  Massachusetts,  the 
-Mayor  of  Boston,  Judge  Pitman,  eight  clergymen  of  yartous  denominations,  and  ser- 
eral  other  diistnguished  i^rsons.   Gorernor  Long  presided. 

Having  been  requested  to  revise  the  report  of  his  address  for  publication.  Dr.  Car- 
penter has  added  some  passages  wlilch  necessary  restriction  of  time  obliged  him  to 
omit  in  the  delivery  of  it. 

Mr.  Chaekman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  :— The  request  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  receiye  a  week  since  to  deliver  an  address  upon  a  sub- 
ject which  has  occupied  my  attention  during  my  whole  scientific  life, 
was  one  which  I  did  not  f^l  at  liberty  to  decline;  for  the  issues  of  this 
question  are  so  momentous,  that  it  has  always  been  my  belief  that  when 
any  one  has  an  opportunity  to  speak  with  authority  upon  this  subject, 
he  should  avail  himself  of  that  opportunity  to  bear  his  testimony  in  re- 
gard to  it.  Having  been  myself  in  the  habit,  for  more  than  forty  years, 
of  giving  a  very  considerable  aii^ount  of  attention  to  this  question  in  all 
its  relations—In  its  relation  to  the  Physiology  of  the  Human  Body,  in  its 
relation  to  the  Physiology  of  the  Human  Mind,  and  also  in  its  relation 
to  the  science  of  Toxicology  (for  I  was  for  several  years  a  Professor  of 
that  sTcience),  I  can  believe  that  some  words  of  mine  may  not  be  without 
their  influence,  in  a  community  in  which  I  have  been  received  with  the 
most  cordial  greeting,  and  which  has  listened  to  my  teaching  on  other 
subjects  with  a  degree  of  attention  which  could  not  but  be  gratifying. 
Without  further  preface,  then,  I  will  proceed  at  once  to  the  question; 
and  the  first  point  that  I  wish  to  bring  before  you  is  this: 

Ko  one  who  is  familiar  with  the  action  of  poisons  upon  the  living 
animal  body,  and  has  made  the  nature  of  that  action  subject  of  specials 
study,  has  the  smallest  hesitation  in  saying  that  Alcohol  is  a  poison 
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There  are  any  number  of  well-attested  results  of  its  experimental  admin- 
istration to  animals,  by  which  it  is  shown  to  have  every  character  of  a 
poison.  Yet  it  may  be  thought  by  many  of  you,  that  if  it  be  a  poison 
its  action  is  very,  very  slow  when  taken  in  small,  continued,  repeated 
doses.  I  admit  that  freely.  It  is  a  very,  very  slow  poison  in  the  great 
majority  of  instances;  but  I  do  not  regard  its  action  as  any  less  sore 
because  it  is  slow.  The  very  large-  experience  of  our  life  insurance 
companies,  of  our  benefit  societies — I  think  you  have  similar  institutions 
in  this  country,  a  sort  of  mutual  insurance  of  working-men,  for  main- 
tenance during  sickness—the  experience  of  all  these  is  entirely  in  this 
direction,  that  life  is  shortened,  disease  induced,  and  the  power  of  re- 
sisting disease  very  seriously  impaired  by  habitual  indulgence  in  alco- 
holic  liquors. 

Now  the  next  point  I  would  endeavor  to  impress  upon  you  is  this: 
We  desire  to  grow  up  securing  what  the  Romans  called  m^ns  saha  in 
carpore  sano  **— a  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body.  Now  we  are  agreed 
that  it  is  the  mind  that  makes  the  man,  and  consequently,  as  your  own 
Emerson  says:  **  Thoughts  rule  the  world;"  and  the  soundness  of  the 
mind,  its  capability  of  governing  itself,  and  of  using  its  powers  to  the 
best  advantage,  is  shown  by  the  physiologists  to  be  most  intimately  jre- 
lated  to  soundness  of  body.  It  is  a  fundamental  principle  on  which  the 
physioloinst  rests  all  his  directions  as  to  the  securing  and  maintaining 
this  soundness  ef  action,  that  the  blood  shall  be  well  made  and  well 
aerated;  that  it  shall  be  able  to  convey  to  ^ery  tissue  in  the  body  its 
appropriate  nourishment;  and  that  it  shall  also  be  enabled  to  convey 
the  full  measure  of  oxygen  which  is  an  essential  condition  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  nervo-muscular  apparatus.  If  we  stop  the  supply  of  blood 
to  the  brain,  or  send  badly  oxygenated  blood  to  the  brain;  if  we  stop 
the  supply  of  blood  to  the  muscles,  or  send  unoxygenated  blood  to  the 
muscles,  they  fail  to  exert  their  power.  There  is  need  of  a  continual 
supply  of  pure  oxygen  and  a  continual  removal  of  the  products  of  its 
action.  Brain  and  muscle,  with  every  operation,  sustain  a  loss  or  waste 
of  material;  and  it  is  only  by  the  constant  removal  of  these  waste  pro- 
ducts, the  effete  matter  which  has  done  its  work,  the  ashes,  so  to  speak,, 
th^t  we  can  keep  up  this  soundness  of  mind  in  a  sound  body. 

Now,  what  is  the  great  vehicle  for  all  this  ?  Water  I  Tou  all  know- 
that  whatever  be  the  nature  of  the  food  that  we  take  into  the  stomach,, 
it  has  to  be  acted  on,  in  the  first  place,  by  a  watery  secretion  from  the 
coats  of  the  stomach— the  gastric  juice.  Several  pints  of  this  fluid  are 
used  every  day  in  the  act  of  digestion;  the  water  (furnished  by  the 
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blood)  beini;  combined  with  a  small  quantity  of  a  substance  called  pepsin 
wtiich  has  the  power  of  setting  up  a  kind  of  fermentation  in  the  mater-* 
ial  of  the  food,  and  witl\  a  small  quantity  of  muriatic  acid,  which  dis- 
solves the  material  thus  changed.  Many.of  you,  I  dare  say,  are  quite  well 
aware  that  we  can  make  an  artificial  gastric  juice  which  will  imitate 
the  action  of  that  secreted  by  the  stomach;  and  that  by  putting  this  in- 
to a  bottle  with  some  food-substance,  shaking  it  up  occasionally,  and 
keeping  it  at  the  temperature  of  the  body,  we  can  produce  a  solution 
which  is  comparable  with  the  solution  in  the  human  stomach  of  the 
food  when  digested.  Now,  it  is  certain  that  the  addition  of  alcohol  in 
any  appreciable  quantity,  diminishes  the  solvent  power  of  the  gastric 
fluid,  so  as  to  interfere  with  the  process  of  digestion,  instead  of  aiding 
it.  The  only  possible  way  iawhich  the  alcoholic  fluid  can  improve  diges- 
tion,  is  by  a  temporary  increflSe  in  the  quantity  of  fluid  secreted  by  the 
action  which  (as  I  shall  presently  describe  to  you)  alcohol  has  on  the 
circulation.  Any  increase  in  a  healthy  body  is  always,  I  believe,  fol- 
lowed by  a  subsequent  diminution;  and  so  we  do  not  gain  anything  in  the 
end.  Ent  that  alcohol  interferes  with  the  process  of  digestion,  may  be 
said  to  be  a  well-ascertained  fact.  The  fluid  which  passes  into  the  cir- 
culation is  that  which  makes  blood.  Blood  is  bein&:  made  during  the 
whole  process  of  circulation;  and  t^is  making  of  the  blood  lies  at  the 
basis  of  the  whole  of  the  nutritive  operation.  A  very  important  part  of 
this  making  of  the  blood  is  the:  production,  growth,  and  multiplication 
of  those  red  particles  of  the  blood  with  which  you  are  all,  no  doubt,  fa- 
miliar. Now  the  blood  may  be  considered  as  consisting  of  the  liquid  in 
which  the  red  particles  flow,  and  of  those  red  particles.  These  have 
distinct  functions.  The  white  liquid  consists  of  water  holding  in  solu- 
tion the  nutritive  materials  of  the  blood;  while  the  red  particles  minis- 
ter to  its  oocygenating  action,  serving  as  carriers  of  the  oxygen  from  the 
lungs  to  the  variAus  parts  where  it  is  needed,  and  as  carriers  of  carbonic 
acid  from  the  various  parts  to  the  lungs,  to  be  got  rid  of  there.  Thus 
the  blooi^stream  consists  of  two  separate  constitueflts,  each  of  which 
has  its  own  particular  function.  In  some  of  the  lower  marine  worms, 
there  are  two  distinct  systems  of  circulation— one  of  colorless  blood  for 
nutrition,  and  one  of  red  blood  for  respiration. 

The  great  mass  of  the  blood  consists  of  water;  and  any  other  fluid  in- 
troduced is  not  only  so  much  surplusage,  but  so  much  that  is  foreign, 
and  has  to  be  expelled.  The  introduction  of  alcohol  into  healthy  blood 
can  do  nothing  but  mischief.  It  alters  the  normal,  regular,  healthy 
condition  of  the  blood;  and  there  is  a  further  point  upon  which  my 
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friend.  Dr.  Bichardson,  of  London,  who  has  paid  great  attention  to  this 
subject,  has  specially  dwelt — namely,  that  it  alters  the  healthy  appear- 
ance of  the  red  corpuscles.  When  examined  under  the  microsco^  they 
are  seen  to  be  irregular  in  form^  and  to  have  ^n  unusual  tendency  to 
run  together;  both  changes  indicating  an  abnormal  condition.  If  they 
run  together,  the  surface  which  is  exposed  to  the  air  is  not  as  large;  and 
this  condition  interferes  with  the  rapidity  of  the  oxygenation;  for  the 
larger  the  surface,  the  greater  the  rapidity  of  the  change.  Anything 
which  makes  the  red  corpuscles  run  together,  instead  of  swimming  sep- 
arately as  we  see  them  in  the  capillary  vessels  of  the  frog's  foot,  checks 
the  rapidity  of  the  aeration.  Naturally  the  red  corpuscles  run  separ- 
ately and  freely.*  But  if  a  stream  of  carbonic  acid  be  sent  against  a 
f rog*s  foot  when  under  the  microscope,  it  will  cause  the  red  corpuscles 
to  run  together  in  such  a  way  as  to  Aake  them  join  together  and 
stop  the  circulation.  Alcohol  tends  to  do  the  same  thing  as  this  pois- 
onous acid;  so  that  evil  must  be  caused  by  the  introduction  of  even 
small  quantities  of  this  agent  into  the  blood;  for  it  interferes  with  that 
normal  process  of  blood-aeration  which  is  the  purpose  of  the  respiratory 
movement. 

The  circulation  of  the  blood  is  maintained  by  the  action  of  the 
heart;  and  nothing  is  more  admirable  than  the  way  in  which,  in  every 
healthy  person,  the  rates  of  the  heart's  pulsations,  and  of  the  respira- 
tory movements  regulate  themselves  in  accordance  with  the  demand  for 
blood  and  for  air  which  is  made  by  the  actions  of  the  different. parts  of 
the  body.  Both  these  rates  are  greatly  reduced,  during  the  night,  when 
the  nervo-muscular  apparatus  is  almost  entirely  at  rest;  whilst,  on  the 
other  hand,  when  we  take  active  exercise,  the  heart  beats  more  quickly, 
and  the  respiratory  movements  are  not  only  more  frequent,  but  fuller, 
so  that  any  restriction  to  the  complete  expansion  of  the  chest  is  more 
strongly  felt,  especially  in  going  up  hill. 

Now,  the  regulation,  not  only  of  the  rate  of  movement  of  the  heart 

and  respiratory  muscles,  but  also  of  the  distribution  of  the  blood  to  the 

different  organs  of  the  body,  is  mainly  effected  by  the  controlling  action 

of  a  system  of  nerves,  whose  function  we  have  only  of  late  been  coming 

to  understand— the  vaso-motor  system;  which,  being  distributed  on  the 

walls  of  the  blood-vessels,  regulates  their  calibre  by  calling  into  con- 
traction the  muscular  fibres  of  their  walls.  (Of  this  action  we  have  fa- 
miliar examples  in  the  blush  of  shame  or  modesty,  and  In  the  pallor  of 
fear;  the  first  being  due  to  a  relaxation  of  the  muscular  walls  of  the  ca- 
pillaries of  the  face  and  neck,  allowing  an  increased  quantity  of  blood 

*I  should  like  every  scholar  in  every  school  to  aec  this  wonderful  spectacle,  instead 
of  merely  hearing  about  it. 


1883]  PHYSIOLOGY  OF  ALCOHOLICS.  71 

to  be  jetted  into  them;  and  the  second  to  a  contraction  of  these  tubes, 
by  which  the  quantity  of  the  blood  they  receive  and  transm.t  is  corres- 
pondingly reduced).  The  enlargement  of  the  call  bre  of  the  blood-vessels 
usually  takes  place  in  accordance  with  the  activity  of  the  function  to 
which  each  part  ministers;  and  with  this  self-regulating  action  of  the*' va- 
so-motor**  system,  which  is  most  exact  in  a  healthy  man,  it  is  most  desira- 
ble that  there  should  be  no  interference.  Thus  the  blood  passes  through 
the  salivary  glands  in  very  small  quantity  during  the  periods  of  r^t;  but 
when  they  are  called  into  action*  the  vaso-motor  system  immediately 
relaxes  the  great  trunks  that  convey  blood  to  them,  and  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  blood  is  sent  in  consequence;  as  is  the  case  also  with  the 
milk-secreting  glands  of  the  nursing  mother.  It  is  so  in  the  case  of 
muscular  action.  When  a  muscle  is  at  rest,  the  blood  sent  to  it  is  small 
in  quantity,  and  returns  very  little  changed,  being  almost  arterial  in  its 
character.  But  put  the  muscle  into  action,  and  so  much  larger  quan- 
tity is  sent;  and  the  blood  comes  back  in  a  highly  venous  state,  showing 
that  it  has  lost  a  quantity  of  oxygen,  and  received  a  quantity  of  carbon- 
ic acid.  All  this  wonderful  adjustment  takes  place  of  itself  in  a  healtEy 
body;  and  anything  that  deranges  it  will  cause  harm.  Now,  it  is  the 
result  of  many  observations  that  the  intVoduction  of  alcohol  specially 
deranges  the  vaso-motor  system;  this  derangement  showing  itself  alike 
in  disturbance  of  the  heart's  action,  and  in  relaxation  of  the  capillary 
vessels,  which  become  filled  with  blood,  especially  in  the  nervous  sys- 
tem and  in  the  skin.  This  causes  one  to  feel  that  warmth  and  exhil- 
aration which  is  the  first  effect  of  the  introduction  of  these  disturbing 
agencies,  and  which  are  appealed  to  as  evidence  that  drink  does  us  good. 
Well,  what  are  the  facts  ?  The  fresh  glow  is  simply  the  result  of  relax- 
ation of  Ihe  capillary  vessels  or  the  skin,  allowing  a  larger  quantity  of 
blood  to  come  to  the  surface,  so  ^  to  give,  the  feeling  of  superficial 
warmth.  But  if  a  larger  amount  of  blood  eomes  to  the  surface,  it  robs 
the  parts  within;  and  the  feeling  of  genial  warmth  gives  way  to  a  gen- 
eral  depression,  especially  when  we  are  exposed  to  severe  cold.  The 
temporary  exhilaration  of  the  nervous  system,  too,  is  followed  by  a  cor- 
responding depression.  Hence  a  person  feels  "  sick  and  sorry  "  the  next 
morning,  after  taking  alcoholic  stimulant. 

That  the  taking   of   alcoholic  stimulants  is  in  any  way  useful  as 
keeping  up  the  heat  of  the  body,  ma>   now  be  considered  as  a  myth  al- 
together exploded.    I  ventured  many   years  ago  to  maintain  the  nega- 
tive, on  the  basis  of  testimony  of  the  best  kind  which  I  haa  obtained 
My  friend  Dr.~  Richardson  has  saM  that   I  was  in  advance  of  my  time. 
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We  had  then  no  scientific  basis  except  experience.  My  first  illustration 
was  obtained  through  Sir  Jehn  Richardson,  a  medical  officer  hiich  in 
our  naval  service,  who  was  early  associated  with  Sir  John  Franklin  in 
Arctic  exploration.  It  was  then  his  conclusion  that,  even  under  ex- 
treme privation,  the  use  of  alcoholics  did  much  more  harm  than  good. 

80  that  it  was  better  to  bum  the  alcohol  in  a  lamp,  and  to  heat  tea  or 
some  other  liquid  with  it,  and  by  drinking  this  to  get  a  real  heating  ef- 
fect, than  to  put  the  alcohol  into  the  stomach.  For  what  heat  they  got 
from  one  was  so  much^  gain;  while  the  other,  being  only  a  stimulant, 
was  followed  by  a  depression  which  made  the  cold  seem  only  more  se- 
vere. On  another  expedition  (the  first  sent  to  look  for  Franklin)  Sir 
John  Richardson  passed  the  winter  with  a  party  in  the  north  of  Amer- 
ica, as  near  the  borders  of  the  Icy  Sea  of  they  could  reach.  They  were 
well  supplied  with  food,  and  liv^  in  a  log-house  which  had  been  built 
for  them  by  our  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  Sir  John  had  made  it  a  strict 
condition  that  his  party  should  go  out  upon  strictly  total  abstinence 
principles;  he  would  not  have  any  spirit  at  all.  It  was  a  part  of  his 
work  through  the  winter  to  make  a  series  of  magnetic  observations;  and 
it  was  necessary  that  the  magnetic  observatory  should  be  at  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  house,  in  order  to  avoid  the  local  attraction  of  iron.  Sir 
John  told  me  that  he  was  accustomed  to  go  out  at  night  from  the  house  to 
the  magnetic  observatory— as  it  were,  to  go  across  the  street,  where  he 
would  make  his  observations,  and  return— without  even  putting  on  his 
great-coat.  I  asked  him  how  cold  was  the  temperature  to  which  he  ex- 
posed himself.  He  said  that  iRe  temperature  In  the  log-house  was  about 
50  degrees  above  zero,  and  that  outeide  it  would  sometimes  be  about  50 
below  zero.  There  was  a  change  of  a  hundred  degrees,  which  he  found 
he  was  able  to  endure  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  without  putting  on  his 
great-coat.  That  will  show  the  kind  of  evidenae  which  I  proceeded 
upon.  Many  of  our  Arctic  voyagers  have  given  me  the  same  experi- 
ence. Sir  Joseph  Hooker,  who  served  with  Captain  .James  Ross  in  his 
Antarctic  expedition  about  forty  years  ago,  has  given  me  evidence  of 
nearly  the  same  kind.  And  we  have  now  the  scientific  rationale  of  these 
facts,  in  the  proof  obtained  by  chemical  means,  that  the  alcohol  taken  into 
the  body  is  not  burned  at  all,  but  it  is  expelled  ^rom  it  as  a  substance 
foreign  to  its  constitution. 

The  increase  in  the  secretion  of  gastric  juice,  of  which  I  have  spoken 
as  an  effect  of  the  introduction  of  alcoholic  liquors  into  the  stomach,  is 
an  ABNORMAL  actlou,  dependent  upon  the  relaxation  of  the  capillaries 
of  the  gastric  glandulsB.  Why  should  a  healthy  man  desire  to  increase 
it?  His  stomach  secretes  enough  to  digest  the  food  he  needs;  why 
should  he  provoke  it  to  do  what  is  not  required  for  digestive  action? 
We  do  this  at  the  expense  of  subsequent  loss.  We  lose  afterward  all 
that  we  seem  to  gain. 

1  now  come  to  the  last  of  the  points  I  have— that  alcohol  interferes 
with  the  elimination,  with  the  getting  out  of  the  body  of  what  I  call 
the  asfi  and  smoke,  the  result  of  those  chemical  changes  which  are  the 
necessary  condition  of  the  activity  of  the  nervo-muscular  apparatus. 
There  can  be  no  question  that  the  presence  of  alcohol  in  the  blood  does 
interfere  with  this  process,  producing  a  tendency  to  the  accumulation 
of  waste  matter,  which  both  opposes  the  recovery  of  vigor  by  rest,  and, 
again,  is  most  injurious  in  this  important  particular, — that  while  this 
effete  matter  is  in  the  blood,  we  are  more  susceptible  to  any  morbid  in- 
fluence whatever. 
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I  shall  now  put  before  you  some  of  what  lawyets  call  **  leading 

cases,,'  which  seem  to  me  to  leave  iw  room  for  dispute  or  hesitation  as 

to  the  application  of  these  principles;  and  will  first  give  you  one  which 
early  made  a  strong  impression  upon  me.  When  I  was  a  youth,  I  vis- 
ited the- celebrated  factory  in  Birmingham  of  Boulton  &  Watt  (Boulton 
&  Watt's  pennies  are  now  regarded  with  much  interest  by  coin-colleo- 
tors),  from  which  the  first "  double-action "  steam  engines  were  sent 
forth.  This  factory  was  also  one  for  coinage;  having  produced  m  the 
last  century  our  own  copper  coinage;  and  being  at  the  time  I  speak  of 
— ^about  fifty  years  ago— much  employed  in  coining  for  a  number  of  for- 
eign governments.  I  was  taken  into  a  workshop,  where  there  was  a 
man  whom  I  remember  as  the  most  herculean  person,  not  so  much  in 
height  as  in  breadth  of  chest,  that  I  ever  saw.  He  was  engaged  in 
welding  steel  dies  into  the  Iron  blocks  which  served  as  their  **  beds  **  in 
the  striking  of  the  coin ;  and  for  tbis  work  were  needed  both  great  skill 
and  great  muscular  power.  This  man  was  celebrated  in  the  factory  as  the 
only  one  who  could  do  it  thoroughly  well.  The  hammer  was  very 
heavy,  and  he  wielded  it  with  masterly  power  and  precision.  If  the 
dies  and  blocks  were  not  thoroughly  welded,  they  would  be  liable  to 
separate  under  the  stroke  of  the  coining-pj'ess.  It  was  on  a  hot  sum- 
mer's day.  He  was  naked  to  the  waist,  and  wet  with  extreme  perspira- 
tion. .  When  he  came  to  a  pause  in  his  work,  I  asked  him  what  he 
drank.  He  pointed  to  a  row  of  ginger-beer  (or  "  pop  ")  bottles,  and  said: 
*  When  I  am  thirsty  I  pick  up  and  empty  one  of  those.  I  drink  about 
thirty  or  forty  bottles  in  a  day.*  This  brings  up  the  point  that  this  per- 
spiration which  we  think  requires  to  be  checked,  is  simply  tbe  water  of 
the  blood,  poured  forth  from  the  capillaries  of  the  glandulae  of  the  skin 
(which  are  relaxed  by  the  external  heat)  as  a  natural  action,  that  serves 
to  prevent  the  heating  of  man's  interior  by  keeping  his  surface  cool  by 
its  evaporation.  The  water  thus  drawn  off  from  the  blood  can  only  be 
restored  by  a  draught  of  the  same  liquid;  aud  to  substitute  any  alcohol- 
ic drink  is  quite  unphysiological.  There  is  nothing  **  exhausting  "  in  a 
healthy  perspiration;  it  is  Nature's  mode  of  keeping  the  body  cool,  so 
as  to  enable  a  man  to  continue  his  work,  with  a  draught  of  watery  liq- 
uid from  time  to  time,  to  supply  the  material  of  the  perspiration.  I 
have  made  inquiries  from  a  great  number  of  men  who  have  to  do  very 
laborious  work  under  a  high  temperature,  and  have  found  their  experi- 
ence uniformly  to  be  that  watery,  liquids  are  more  sustaining  than  alco- 
holics. No  labor  is  more  trying  than  that  of  the  stokers  in  steamships 
voyaging  in  tropical  climates;  and  I  have  learned  that  they  have  come 
to  prefer  water  in  which  a  little  oatmeal  has  been  stirred  about  24  hours 
previously,  so  as  to  give  it  (by  incipient  fermentation)  a  slightly  sourish 
taste.  That  the  freest  perspiration  is  not  itself  weakening,  is  shown  by 
the  beneficial  effect  of  the  Turkish  bath  as  a  remedial  measure.  I  have 
remained  in  such  a  bath  half  an  hour,  with  the  temperature  at  160  or 
180  degrees,  in  a  copious  perspiration,  and  drinking  a  glass  of  water  oc- 
casionally for  recruiting  the  supply.  The  strengtnening  and  invigor- 
ating effect  of  this  bath  is  admitted  by  every  medical  man  in  a  particu- 
lar class  of  cases— not  that  it  should  be  too  of  ten  taken.  Perspiration 
is  sometimes  thought  weakening,  because  persons  perspire  too  copiously 
in  disease.  But  in  this  case  it  is  not  the  perspiration  which  is  weaken- 
ing, but  it  is  a  sign  of  exhaustion  caused  by  the  disease. 

With  regard  to  the  sustaining  of  muscular  force,  all  physiologists 
agree  that  it  is/ood  that  enables  the  muscles  to  be  nourished,  and  that 
the  osoygen  enables  the  muscles  to  be  put  into  action.    I  will  give  you  a 
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leading  case.  A  captain  of  a  vessel  returning  from  Australia,  told  me 
that  she  sprank  a  leak  soon  after  leaving  Sydney,  and  t&at  as  the  wind 
did  not  allow  him  to  put  in^t  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  nothing  could  be 
done  but  to  endeavor  to  keep  the  ship  afloat  all  the  way  home.  At  first 
he  issued  to  the  men  their  regular  allowance  of  grog;  but  he  soon  found 
that  they  were  running  down  in  strength.  Labor  at  the  pumps  so  con- 
stantly, fatiflrued  them  so  greatly  that  at  the  end  of  the  watch  they 
would  drink  and  turn  in.  At  the  end  of  four  hours  they  would  awake 
unrefreshed.  He  saw  that  this  must  be  changed.  He  stopped  the  grog, 
and  ordered  that  at  the  end  of  the  watch  each  man  shonld  be  given  a 
mess  of  cocoa  and  sugar  with  his  meat.  This  changed  matters  very 
much.  They  took  this  food  before  they  turned  in,  and  this  sugared  co- 
coa renewed  the  material  of  their  muscles  and  put  them  into  a  condi- 
tion in  which  they  could  sleep  soundly  and  awake  refreshed.  He  as- 
sured me  that  he  brought  his  men  into  harbor,  after  all  that  severe 
work,  in  as  high  a  condition  as  ever  a  crew  came  home.  In  the  light  of 
modern  science,  the  rationale  of  this  case  becomes  quite  clear.  In  every 
act  of  muscular  contraction,  a  certain  amount  of  muscle-sugar  (a  pecul- 
iar form  of  sugar  that  is  deposited  in  the  muscular  tissue)  is  **  burned 
off,**  by  union  with  the  oxygen  furnished  by  the  blood;  and  it  has  been 
found  experimentally  that  the  amount  of  **  energy  *'  produced  by  that 
combustion  (as  measured  by  the  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  given  off)  is 
the  precise  equivalent  of  the  mechanical  force  exerted  pliis  the  amount 
of  heat  generated.  Neither  form  of  force  can  be  augmented,  without  a 
corresponding  expenditure  of  the  fuel  (muscle-sugar)  derived — through 
the  blood— from  the  food.  When  the  nerve-stimulus  that  calls  forth 
the  contraction  is  augmented,  a  larger  amount  of  muscle-sugar  is  burned 
off;  and  this  requires  a  larger  supply  of  food  to  make  it  good.  And  thus 
it  is  obvious  that  it  is  the  food  that  really  furnishes  the  **  energy'*  (or 
power  of  doing  work),  whilst  alcohol  can  only  furnish  an  increased 
stimulus,  the  effect  of  which  is  (like  that  of  the  spur  to  the  horse)  to  get 
more  exertion  put  forth  in  a  given  time,  but  at  the  expense  of  increased 
••  waste  "  of  muscle-substance,  and  of  increased  fatigue,  requiring  a  long- 
er interval  of  repose  for  the  restoration  of  the  power. 

What  is  true  of  the  muscular  system  is  undoubtedly  true  also  of  the 
nervous;  the  work  of  which  involves  a  like  **  waste,"  which  food  and 
rest  only  can  supply — any  increased  work  done  under  alcoholic  stimula- 
tion being  like  the  drawing  of  our  pay  before  it  is  due,  so  as  to  leave  a 
balance  against  us  to  be  made  up  by  subsequent  reparation. 

I  have  several  times  adverted  to  the  fact  that  all  the  work  of  our 
bodies  is  done  at  the  expense  of  the  combustion  or  oxygenation  of  the 
substance  of  our  tissues;  and  that  the  products  of  that  oxygenation 
partly  go  off  in  the  form  of  smoke  (carbonic  acid  and  watery  vapor), 
which  are  exhaled  by  the  lungs,  and  partly  as  asJies  (so  to  speak)  which 
are  got  rid  of  by  other  channels.  But  if  the  oxidation  is  imperfect  (as 
when  a  lamp  smokes),  and  accumulation  of  effete  matter  taKOs  place  in 
the  blood,  which  gives  rise  to  a  feeling  of  languor  and  discomfort,  and 
peculiarly  favors  attacks  of  fever,  or  any  other  form  of  *•  zymotic  **  dis- 
ease to  which  the  individual  may  be  exposed.  Now  the  habitual  use  of 
^coholics,  by  interfering  with  the  oxygenating  action  of  the  red  corpus- 
cles, has  exactly  the  same  effect  in  including  this  state  as  bad  ventila- 
tion; and  all  experience  shows  the  potency  of  these  agencies  in  con- 
docin^  to  attacks  of  this  class  of  disease  in  warm  climates.  It  happened 
to  me  in  early  life  to  be  in  company,  in  the  Island  of  St.  Vincent  (West 
Indies),  with  a  gentleman  from  Tobago,  an  island  which  had  an  evil  no- 
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toriety  for  uahealthiness.  I  learned  that  it  was  the  ordinary  habit  of 
the  young  men  who  constituted  its  principal  white  population,  to  begin 
with  drinking  sangaree  (maderia  and  water)  in  the  morning;  to  proceed 
to  maderia  at  lunch-time;  to  take  brandy  and  water  in  the  afternoon; 
and  to  finish  off  with  neat  brandy  at  night.  It  did  not  surprise  me  to 
learn  that  on  this  system  one  in  every  three  died  annually;  and  that  if  a 
party  met  to  dine  (sUid  drink)  together,  it  was  often  summoned  a  few 
days  afterward  to  meet  at  the  funeral  of  one  of  the  number.  On  the 
otner  hand,  my  late  friend,  Dr.  Edmund  Parkes—a  man  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  among  us  for  the  services  he  rendered  to  the  Hygiene  of 
our  Army— ilif ormed  me  that  having  served  in  early  life  as  Assistant 
Surgeon  in  India  in  a  European  regiment,  of  which  about  one-half  were 
total  abstainers  and  the  other  half  very  temperate  men,  this  regiment  en- 
joyed a  remarkable  immunity  from  cholera  and  fever  when  marching 
through  a  very  pestilential  country;  whilst  the  regiment  they  were  on 
their  way  to  replace,  while  marching  through  the  same  country  in  the 
opposite  direction^  had  a  large  number  of  men  struck  down.  I  was  so 
impressed  with  this  fact,  that  I  traced  l^ut  the  medical  reports  of  Dr. 
Parkes'  regiment  for  several  consecutive  years;  and  found  that  its  aver- 
age of  sickness  and  mortality  was  only  about  Tialf  of  that  of  the  other 
regiments  in  the  Madras  command,  which  at  that  time  was  the  lowest 
of  the  three  presidencies.  (A  great  reduction  has  since  been  made  in 
the  mortality  of  the  Bombay  and  Calcutta  European  troops,  by  the  abo- 
lition of  the  allowance  of  arrack.) 

The  mode  in  which  the  habitual  **  moderate  **  use  of  alcoholics  ex- 
erts its  injurious  effects,  I  believe  to  be  by  obstructing  the  removal  of 
the  effete  matter  of  the  tissues;  so  that  they  tend,  in  advancing  life,  to 
become  the  subjects  of  **  fatty  degeneration.'*  This  is  especially  the 
case  in  the  heart,  liver,  kidneys,  and  walls  of  the  arteries;  and  the  foun- 
dation is  thus  laid  of  a  variety  of  diseases  that  are  well  known  to  be  those 
particularly  pf  *•  advanced  life."  On  these,  however,  I  shall  not  dwell; 
as  I  am  specially  anxious  to  bring  bet  ore  you  what  I  regard  as  the  most 
pernicious  of  jili  the  effects  of  alcoholic  stimulation — its  enslavement  of 
the  mind.  That  alcohol  has  a  special  action  as  a  '*  nervine  stimulant,"  is 
unfortunately  too  well  established.  Its  iicst  effect,  when  taken  in  what 
is  commonly  termed  **  excess,"  is  to  weaken  that  volitional  control  over 
what  (in  the  lectures  I  nave  been  recently  giving  at  the  Lowell  Insti- 
tute) I  have  designated  as  the  automatism  of  our  moral  nature— those 
self-acting  tendencies  which,  in  the  well-balanced  mind,  are  kept  under 
the  reiculation  of  the  will.  It  is  the  immediate  tendency  of  alcoholic 
indulgence  to  weaken  and  at  last  destroy  that  control,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  quicken  and  excite  the  automatism.  It  is  in  this  state  that 
many  crimes  are  committed;  such  criminals  being  at  the  time  incapa- 
ble of  controlling  themselves,  but  .being  held  responsible  for  having 
brought  themselves  into  that  condition. 

>tow  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  habitual  use  of  alcoholics  tends 
so  to  modify  the  niUrition  of  the  nervous  substance,  as  to  shape  it  (so  to 
speak)  into  an  accordance  with  itself;  and  this  will  be  especially  the  case 
aurln^that  earlier  period  of  life  in  which  the  bodily  constitution  (and 
with  it,  in  great  degree,  the  mental)  is  being  fixed  and  rendered  perma- 
nent.   A  habit  of  dependence  upon  alcoholic  stimulants  thus  grows  up. 
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which  may  rise  into  an  irrepressible  craving.  A  lamentable  case  was 
lately  brought  under  my  notice,  in  which  a  gentleman  of  high  educa- 
tion, excellent  social  position,  and  great  ability,  became  the  yictim  of 
this  craving.  He  had  been  placed  in  an  excellent  position— had  forfeit- 
ed it— had  obtained  another,  and  lost  that— and,  by  the  kindness  of  his 
friends,  had  obtained  a  third  opportunity  of  maintaining  himself,  his 
wife,  and  his  children;  but  the  temptation  was  too  strong  for  him.  He 
found  himself  in  a  foreign  town  without  a  farthing  of  money  in  his 
pocket;  he  had  tasted  no  food  for  three  days;  and  on  finding  &t  the 
post-office  no  reply  to  his  imploring  request  for  a  remittance,  he  was 
brought  down  to  utter^ despair.  He  then  bethought  himself  of  a  few 
postage  stamps  which  he  had  in  his  pocket,  and  ^et  forth  towards  a 
baker's  shop  with  the  intention  of  spending  the  value  of  them  (about 
five  cents)  in  bread.  But  unfortunately  a  wine-shop  lay  in  his  way;  and 
the  craving  for  alcoholics  proved  yet  stronger  than  his  bread  hunger,  so 
that  he  spent  the  whole  amoun]^  on  wine.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  this 
narrative  was  written  in  an  asylum  in  which  our  law  now  permits  in- 
ebriates, to  place  themselves  voluntarily  under  restraint,  for  a  time  suf- 
ficient to  procure  that  rt7iovati(m  of  the  nervous  substance,  by  which 
aloue  the  permanence  of  any  cure  can  be  looked  for  in ,  cases  of  this 
kind. 

Any  one  of  the  young  persons  I  now  address  may  say,  **  I  am  in  no 
danger  of  becoming  the  victim  of  such  a  propensity."  But  I  can  assure 
you,  as  one  who  has  looked  upon  this  matter  both  scientifically  and 
practically  for  something  like  half  a  c^ntnry,  that  no  one  who  has  not 
had  the  like  experience  can  have  an  idea  of  the  enslaving  power  which 
this  habit  may  acquire,  in  virtue  of  its  physical  effect  upon  the  nutri- 
tion of  tiie  nervous  system,  no  less  than  on  its  specific  power  of  weaken- 
ing the  will  and  exciting  the  passions.  Every  time  the  temptation  is 
yielded  to  is  so  much  "to  the  Dad"  in  both  these  ways;  so  that  tne  recov- 
ery of  health^il  self-control  becomes  more  and  more  difficult.  There  is 
no  rule  in  regard  to  alcoholic  indulgence  that  it  is  so  safe  to  observe,  as 
the  old  one,  Obsta  principiis— oppose  the  beginnings;  for  there  is  no 
saying  what  the  ending  may  be. 

And  there  is  one  more  consideration  which  I  would  specially  urge 
upon  you.  The  physical  deterioration  produced  by  alcoholic  indulgence 
in  the  nervous  system  is  one  which  has  a  peculiar  tendency  to  heredi- 
tary transmission;  insanity,  idiocy,  instability  of  mind,  weakness  of 
will,  and  especially  the  craving  for  alcoholics,  presenting  themselves  so 
much  more  frequently  in  the  offspring  of  the  habitually  intemperate 
than  in  those  of  habitual  water-drinkers,  that  there  cannot  be  any  reas- 
onable doubt  that  the  sins  of  the  fathers  (or  mothers)  are  here  most 
fearfully  visited  on  the  children. 

Most  of  those  I  am  addressing  may  hav^  long  since  made  up  their 
minds  upon  this  subject,  and  may  be  consistently  acting  upon  their  con- 
victions. To  such  I  can  only  hope  that  I  may  have  given  some  new 
reasons  for  the  faith  that  is  in  them.  But  perhaps  there  may  be  some 
whom  my  advice  may  help  to  a  wise  decision;  and  to  such  I  would 
earnestly  say,  *'Tunj  to  the  right,  and  keep  straighten." 
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Mr.  Rogers  Field,  M.  I.  C.  E.,  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  London,  read  a  paper  on  *'  Cer- 
tain less  recognized  but  highly  important  points  in  the  drainage 
and  ventilation  of  houses.''  He  speaks  of  three  sanitary  principles 
which  fifovern  house  drainage  :  (1)  All  refuse  must  be  completely 
and  rapidly  removed  from  the  house.  (2)  There  must  never  be  any 
passage  of  air  from  the  drains  or  water  pipes  into  the  house.  (3) 
There  must  be  no  connection  between  the  drains  and  the  domestic 
supply.  If  these  rules  are  complied  with,  the  sanitation  will  be 
perfect ;  for  they  strike  at  the  very  root  of  the  science. 

Newport  is  becoming  more  and  more  every  year  a  sanitary 
resort  for  consumptives.  These  patients  used  to  be  sent  to  Florida, 
Madeira,  and  Jamaica  ;  then  the  other  extreme  was  tried,  and  the 
eoldest  regions  of  America,  Switzierland,  were  resorted  to.  "  In 
medio  tutissimus  ibis.  The  advantages  of  Netvport,  Mr.  Storer,  of 
the  Newport  Sanitary  Protection  Association,  shows  are  briefly 
the^:  there  are  absent  the  two  great  causes  of  the  disease,  ^^  col- 
lective in-door  occupation  "  and  soil-moisture."  Again  there  is  no 
cold  moisture  nor  great  sudden  variableness  of  climate.  The  aver- 
age mean  temperature  is  50  ^ ,  the  winter  mean  being  35  ^  and  the 
summer  68  ^ .  In  regard  to  moisture,  the  total  rainfall  in  New- 
port, in  1880,  was  47.76  inches,  the  climate  being  not  only  compar- 
atively moist,  but  ^'  decidedly  marine,  insular  and  oceanic."  The 
prevailing  direction  of  the  wiud  must  also  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion as  affecting  the  climate,  which  is  here  mainly  from  the  north- 
west and  comparatively  warm.  At  Newport,  there  is  felt  a  certain 
modifying  influence  upon  the  climate  from  the  warmth  of  the  Gulf 
Stream.  Then,  at  this  resort,  the  water  is  much  more  salty  than 
at  most  other  sea-side  resorts, — Providence  and   Boston  for  in- 
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stance.    Atlantic  City,  Asbury  Park  and  Cape  May  offer  equally 
good  influences  as  winter  resorts. 

A  move  in  the  right  direction  has  been  made  in  Chicago  by 
the  Master  Plumbers^  Association.  A  course  of  lectures,  which  are 
open  to  the  general  public,  are  being  delivered  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Association.  The  course  was  opened  with  a  lecture  by  Dr. 
S.  R.  Jackson,  President  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons. 

Tenement  Houses. — We  clip  the  following  ftom  the  Saniiary 
New8^  which  paper,  though  still  in  its  infantile  days,  has  done 
much  good  service  in  maintaining  the  laws  of  Hygiene  against 
quackery  and  rascality:  "In  the  Fourteenth  ward  of  this  city 
(Chicago)  there  are  about  twelve  hundred  tenements,  each  of  which 
is  the  '  home '  for  three  to  twelve  families.  There  are  said  to  be  at 
least  one  hundred  houses  in  which  there  is  a  family  to  each  room. 
In  the  Sixth  ward  there  are  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven  tene- 
ments with  an  average  of  sixteen  persons  to  each  house.  Over* 
crowdins:  finds  its  climax  in  so-called  '  Cheyenne  ' — south  Clark, 
street,  where  an  Inspector  found  sixteen  persons  living  in  a  single 
room.  All  of  these  people  WQre  adults  except  one.  In  the  Seventh 
ward  there  are  six  hundred  and  two  tenements  with  an  average  of 
sixteen  and  one-fourth  persons  to  each  house.  The  average  falls 
to  thirteen  and  a-half  in  the  adjoining,  Eighth  ward,  in  which 
there  are  thirty-six  tenements.  The  fewest  tenement  houses  are 
found  in  the  Third  ward  ;  but  there  is  not  a  ward  in  the  city  in 
which  overcrowding  does  not  occur,  and  considering  the  inconven- 
ience and  unhealthy  character  of  the  premises,  this  has  now  become 
a  very  serious  question.  If  the  city  was  not  favored  with  an  un- 
usually salubrious  climate  and  surroundings  and  pure  water,  epi- 
demics would  make  frequent  and  terrible  devastations  among  poor 
people." 
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Patekt  Medicines. — According  to  Prof.  A.  B.  Prescott,  the 
unwise  and  poisonous  use  of  patent  medicines  may  do  harm  for  the 
fbllowing  reasons  :  (1)  They  sometimes  contain  unsuspected  pois- 
onous articles.  (2)  They  often  are  inert,  and  become  a  false  reli- 
ance to  the  neglect  oi  other  and  due  measures  in  the  case  of  health. 

(3)  They  are  liable  to  be  changed  in  composition  ;  so  that  what  are 
bought  at  two  different  times  for  one  and  the  same  thing,  may  in 
fact  be  two  different  things.  (4)  It  is  submitting  health  to  the 
treatment  of  a  distant  and  irresponsible  stranger,  and  learning  to 
hazard  health  in  an  apparent  gause  of  chance.  (5)  They  are  trust- 
ed to  act  as  antidotes  to  disease  in  the  sense  in  which  no  medicine 
can  antidote  disease.  (6)  They  favor  excessive  recourse  to  medica- 
tion and  thei^by  increase  the  resort  to  physicians. 

Schools. — The  press  in  all  large  cities  is  awakening  to  the  be- 
lief that  the  children  in  our  schools — especially  our  public  schools 
f-are  being  injudiciously  taught.  The  school  rooms  are  badly  ven- 
tilated and  oyercrowded  ;  the  means  for  obtaining  light,  both  nat- 
ural and  artificial,  are  deficient ;  and  most  harmful  of  all,  the 
growing  minds  of  the  young  learner^  are  hurt  b^  the  system  of 
ci:amming  in  vogue.  Too  many  things  are  taught,  too  many  use- 
less-things, too  many  fancy  things.  We  have  seen  young  girls 
stumbling  over  lessons  in  chemistry  and  botany — lessons  whifh 
they  have  learnt,  parrot-like,  and  which,  parrot-like  also,  they  have 
forgotten  as  soon  as  learnt.  No  laboratory,  or  excursion  into  the 
fields,  supplemented  the  instruction  of  the  text  books  ;  it  was 
merely  so  much  mere  memorizing;  and  was  about  as  interesting  as 
*'  Patagonian  gibberish."  A  small  amount  of  work,  well  done,  a 
thorough  course  in  the  most  necessary  branches,  is  worth  more 
than  the  usual  superfluous,  and  merely  cursory  work  of  the  present 
system.  (These  remarks  refer,  of  course,  to  schools  merely.  In 
colleges  where  specialties  are  taught,  there*  are,  necessarily,  differ- 
ent standards.)  The  press  is  doing  good  work  in  shaking  the  var- 
ious Boards  of  Education  all  over  the  country  out  of  their  forty 
years*  slumbers  into  active  and  intelligent  life. ' 
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Union  by  First  Intention  in  Scalp  Wounds. — Dr.  Robert 
T.  Morris,  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  gives  the  following  direc- 
tions in  the  Medical  Record  for  securing  primary  union  in  scalp 
wounds : 

Let  us  take  for  example  a  typical  case. 

A  man  in  gfood  health  is  struck  upon  the  head  by  a  falling 
beam,  and  receives  a  lacerated  and  moderately  contused  wound. 
The  wound  is  a  couple  of  inches  bng,  extending  entirely  through 
the  skin,  and  gaping  perhaps  to  the  extent  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch. 
The  bleeding  is  so  profuse  that  the  patient  comes  to  you  promptly, 
thereby  giving  you  a  great  advantage. 

Of  course  the  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make  sufficient  pres- 
sure to  control  the  hemorrhage,  and  then  the  hair  is  carefully 
trimmed  away  from  the  edges  and  vicinity  of  the  wound.  A  pa- 
tient who  is  bald  here  finds  for  the  first  time  a  redeeming  feature 
to  his  condition. 

After  sufficient  hair  has  been  removed  a  thorough  syringing  of 
the  wound  with  carbolized  water  (1-30)  should  follow,  and  then  a 
most  thorough  search  must  be  made  for  any  foreign  body,  a  single 
hair  left  in  the  cut  being  sufficient  to  prevent  union  by  first  inten- 
tion in  its  vicinity. 

Twist  together  two  or  three  horse  hairs  which  have  been  kept 
in  carbolized  oil  and  lay  them  in  the  wound,  allowing  the  ends  to 
project  from  either  extremity,  and  then,  with  a  medium-sized 
curved  needle^  put  in  enough  silk  sutures  to  bring  the  edges  of 
the  skin  closely  in  apposition,  taking  care  that  the  needle  pene- 
trates the  entire  thickness  of  the  skin  each  time   that  it  is  inserted. 

After  all  the  sutures  have  been  tied,  the  horse  hairs  should  be 
pulled  back  and  forth  a  little  by  means  of  their  projecting  ends,  in 
order  that  the  canal  for  deep  drainage  may  be  free. 

Superficial  drainage  is  next  to  be  looked  after,  and  this  end 
may  be  gained  very  nicely  by  wringing  out  six  or  seven  thickness^ 
of  cheese  cloth  in  carbolized  water  (1-30),  and  applying  as  a  com- 
press on  the  wound,  first  rubbing  a  little  iodoform  well  into  the 
portion  which  is  to  come  next  the  skin.  Gutta-percha  tissue,  or 
any  other  waterproof  material,  should  then  be  placed  over  the 
cheese  cloth,  andf  the  edges  allowed  to  project  far  enough  over  so 
that  everything  beneath  will  remain  moist  and  warm.  A  bandage 
appl  ei  not  too  tightly  completes  the  dressing. 
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In  twenty-four  hours  the  horse  hair  may  be  removed,  and  the 
dressings  replaced.  In  forty-eight  hours  or  later,  the  stitches 
should  be  removed,  and  a  warm  and  dry  dressing  placed  over  the 
site  of  the  wound.  If  the  pbtient  is  asked  to  return  for  examina- 
tion in  a  day  or  two,  the  wound  will  almost  always  be  found  to 
have  united  beautifully  by  first  intention,  and  a  long  period  of  sup- 
puration, with  numerous  complications,  to  have  been  avoided. 

When  failure  occurs  in  a  case  like  the  one  described,  the 
causes  are  usually  due  to  lack  of  care  in  the  application  of  the  deep 
or  superficial  drainage. 

The  sutures  may  have  been  tied  more  tightly  than  necessary, 
or  some  foreign  material  may  have  been  left  in  the  wound. 

A  Mabvel  of  Surgery  (British  Medical  Journal), — Dr.  Ros- 
well  Park  writes  from  Prague  :  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  a  rather 
extended  interview  with  a  patient  whose  larynx  and  epiglottis 
Prof.  Gussenbauer  removed  over  two  years  ago.  Six  weeks  after 
the  operation  he  began  to  wear  part  of  the  artificial  larynx,  and 
after  accustoming  himself  to  this,  he  gradually  learned  how  to  in- 
troduce and  use  the  reed  which  takes  the  place  of  the  vocal  cords. 
The  patient  is  a  riding  teacher,  is  busy  from  morning  till  night, 
talking  all  day,  and  suffers  not  the  slightest  inconvenience  or  pain. 
His  voice,  of  course,  is  very  monotonous,  but  his  enunciation  is  ex- 
cellent, his  speech  perfectly  intelligible,  and  he  eats  and  drinks 
with,  perfect  facility.  This  case  is  said  to  be  the  best  living  exam- 
ple of  what  the  art  of  the  surgeon  and  the  mechanician  can  accom- 
plish for  such  a  terrible  disease  as  cancer  of  the  larynx. 

Inebriety  and  the  Teeth  {Medical  Record), — The  pastor  of  a 

large  mission  chapel  in  this  city  (New  York)  is  in  the  habit  of 
using  moral  compulsion  with  his  people  to  have  them  keep  their 
teeth  in  good  condition.  If  an^  one  has  bad  teeth  he  is  sent  to  a 
dentist,  who  fills  or  extracts  them,  as  may  be  needed.  A  dentist  is 
supplied  who  does  the  work  for  nothing,  if  the  patient  cannot  af- 
ford to  pay.  The  clergyman  in  question  states  that  he  has  had 
much  less  trouble  from  drunkenness  since  he  adopted  this  plan. 
We  commend  it  to  th^  attention  of  our  inebriate  specialists. 

Medical  Missionaries. — The  Rev.  Dr.  J.  M.  Scudder,  of  Vel- 
lore,  India,  wishes  that  every  missionary  in  that  land  were  a  medi- 
cal man,  and  urges  the  home  societies  not  to  send  out  any  workers 
who  have  not,  at  least,  a  slight  knowledge  of  medicine.  He  visited 
two  towns  for  several  years  in  succession  without  gaining  the  least 
hold,  apparently,  upon  the  people,  when  a  slight  surgical  service 
Oil  his  part  opened  both  their  hearts  and  homes.  It  also  opened 
his  eyes  to  the  value  of  medical  knowledge, 
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CLINICAL  CASE. 


Wra.,  W.,  set.,  30,  slender,  dark.  Come  from  his  office  with  a 
pronounced  chill  after  a  week  of  malaise,  headache,  backache  and 
indigestion.*  The  pulse  is  104;  temperature  at  10  a.m.,  102®. 
There  is  a  dry,  troublesome  cough  with  some  pain  in  the  right 
chest  ;  hut  the  stethoscope  shows  normal  jespiratory  murmur. 
The  face  is  flushed  and  the  patient  has  that  lack  of  mental  quick- 
ness that  is  so  often  seen  in  the  beginning  of  the  malarial  fevers  of 
this  region. 

Small-pox  being  in  the  city  and  neighboring  towns  it  is  sus- 
pected that  the  extremely  severe  headache  and  backache  with 
which  the  patient  suffers  continually,  are  symptoms  of  an  attack  of 
that  disease.  Diagnosis  reserved.  Treatment,  Baptisin  2d  decimal 
trituration,  a  powder  every  two  hours. 

Next  morning  pulse  106,  temperature  102f.  Had  been  quite 
restless  all  night.  No  diminution  in  occipital  and  lumbar  achings. 
The  patient  displays  marked  stupor.  He  mutters  and  picks  at  the 
bed-clothes  but  is  recalled  to  a  sense  of  his  surroundings  momen- 
tarily, when  spoken  to  somewhat  sharply.  A  careful  survey  of  the 
fauces  and  skin  discovers  no  evidence  of  an  eruption.  The  forty- 
eight  hours  are  out  and  small-pox  is  eliminated  from  the  probabili- 
ties.   Suspect  typhoid  fever. .  Treatment  continued. 

In  the  evening  the  temperature  has  gone  steadily  up  to  105®  . 
There  is  no  change  in  the  condition  except  that  the  pulse  is 
smaller  and  is  at  110  to  the  minute. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  attack  I  find  the  ab- 
domen distended  and  tympanitic.  The  patient  has  had  two  diarr- 
hoeic  discharges  and  they  have  the  unmistakable  ochre-color  and 
papescent  consistence  of  the  typhoid  fever  stool.    Pressure  over 
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the  left  iliac  region  gives  distinct  gurgling,  and  there  are  upon 
the  abdominal  surface  a  few  rose-colored  spots.  The  temperature 
now  marks  105  ^  and  the  pulse  is  not  slower  than  116  to  the  min- 
ute. 

The  patient  has  a  somewhat  unusual  combination,  viz.,  all  the 
pathognomonic  symptoms  of  typhoid  fever.  I  announce  that  fact, 
and  in  answer  to  inquiries,  give  my  opinion  in  favor  of  a  long  and 
severe  illness. 

In  the  evening  there  has  been  seven  copious  evacuations  from 
the  rectum,  all  having  the  ochre-color,  the  foul  smell  and  the  pap- 
escence  of  the  first  discharges.  The  room  is  so  permeated  with  the 
stench  that  I  have  some  turpentine  poured  upon  water  in  an  open 
dish  and  placed  in  the  room.  This  I  find  the  most  efficient  and 
rapid  of  all  deodorizers.  The  temperature  is  now  at  105.5  *^ ,  the 
pulse  at  about  120.  The  latter  symptom  fills  me  with  alarm  for 
my  patient.  Such  rapid  heart-weakening  augurs  badly.  There 
has  been  a  deepening  of  the  stupor.  The  patient  lies  upon  his 
back  and  slips  toward  the  foot  of  the  bed.  The  muscles'of  the 
lower  jaw  relax  and  he  breathes  wholly  through  his  mouth.  The 
tongue  is  dry,  dark,  and  lips  and  teeth  are  covered  with  sordes. 

I  have  given  Baptisin  steadily  without  good  results.  I  argue 
that  here  is  a  case  of  rapid  blood  poisoning — an  auto-septicaemia, 
or  an  auto-pyaemia,  if  there  be  a  real  difference  between  the  two 
conditions.  For,  after  all,  are  not  our  fevers  in  the  totality  of  their 
long  list  simply  modifications  of  what  we  know  as  pyaemia?  Even 
the  simplest  Remittent  has  in  its  rigor,  its  heat  and  its  sweat,  and 
even  in  its  enlargement  of  some  of  the  great  glands  of  the  body  a 
very  correct  picture  of  pyaemia.     The  unity  of  the  fevers  is  not 

proven.    But  the  near  kinship  must  be  inferred  from  the  strong 

family  resemblance. 

Thus  I  am  led  to  think  of  some  powerful  "  antiseptic"  in  the 
case  before  me.  I  do  not  think  the  evidence  in  favor  of  Declat's 
^*  cure  "  strong  enough  to  warrant  a  trial  of  it  here,  especially  since 
I  have  in  th«  potassic  chlorate  a  tried  antiseptic  of  great  power.  I 
resolve  that  at  my  next  visit  I  will  give  my  patient  Kali  chlor.,  as 
1  have  given  it  in  double  pneumonia,  diphtheria,  scarlatina  and 
variola  before  now. 


\ 
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But  at  my  next  visit;  behold  the  patient  with  a  normal  temp- 
erature, a  pulse  at  68,  no  headache,  no  backache,  the  tongue  clean- 
ing, the  appetite  returning  ;  the  diarrhoea  ceasing  some  hours  ago. 
He  had  slept  almost  the  whole  night  and  declared  himself  well,  but 
weak ! 

Do  I  claim  that  Baptisin  has  cut  off  an  attack  of  typhoid  fe- 
ver ?  No  !  I  am  now  too  old  in  the  practice  of  medicine  to  claim 
very  much  foi>  medicine.  But  I  am  strongly  reminded  of  two 
things  that  may  be  worth  noting  : 

Every  individual  is  a  thiug  by  himself.  Hahnemann  said  this. 
Many  others  have  said  it  before  and  since.  This  patien^  was  born 
vrith  an  organism  that  would  have  typhoid  fever  but  five  days  in- 
stead of  thirty  or  fifty.  It  is  well  to  remember  these  inborn  pecul- 
iarities when  we  are  carrying  the  heavy  cross  of  a  djing  patient  up 
a  barren  calvary  of  stony  therapeutics.  The  very  vitellus  that  en- 
wraps our  quickened  ova  carries  within  it  down  the  Fallopian  tube 
the  ^ame  vegetative  possibilities  and  powers  that  carries  us  through 
the  whole  campaign  of  diseases  or  makes  us  to  fall  upon  the  very 
skirmish  line  of  life  in  the  attempt  to  put  on  the  light  armor  of  a 
milk-tooth. 

And  again  :  Is  not  Bretonnean  right  when  he  declares  diph- 
theria at  first  a  local  disease?  Are  not  all  diseases  at  first  local?  Is 
not  typhoid  fever  a  pyaemia  or  a  septicaemia,  having  its  source  in 
the  flexures  of  the  alimentary  canal?  Was  not  the  diarrhoea  in 
this  case  simply  a  sudden  and  complete  drainage  of  the  pocket  of 
infection,  resulting  as  all  such  drainage  must  do  in#  stopping  ab- 
sorption of  the  poison  ? 

In  this  connection  I  may  well  mention  that  in  ^  case  of  vas- 
cular growths  upon  the  inner  surface  of  t\k6  uterus,  and  which  I 
have  been  cutting  away  with  a  sharp  curette,  I  have  made  use  of  a 
leaden  drainage  tube  because  the  patient  has  had  several  sharp  at- 
tacks of  septic  fever  after  operation.  I  have  also  used  this  intra-uter- 
ine  drainage  tube  after  abortion,  and  after  parturition  at  full  time 
with  the  apparent  effect  of  at  once  arresting  the  fever  that  subse- 
quently follows  the  extrusion  of  the  foetus. 

This  may  prove  to  be  a  good  proceeding  ;  but  it  will  require 
time  and  many  trials  to  demonstrate  its  true   wortR. 
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THT5    REVOLUTION. 


The  New  York  Medical  Times  says  : 

The  reader  of  the  current  literature  of  the  period  can  but  be 
impressed  with  the  fact  that  a  great  revolution  is  going  on  in  that 
branch  of  medical  practice  in  which  therapeutic  means  are  th^ 
agents  concerned.  ^ 

The  revolution  of  which  we  write  is  manifested  on  the  one  hand 
in  a  tendency  to  the  minimum  dose  with  specific  indications  tor 
administration,  and  on  the  other  hand,  a  growingv.indication  for 
tangible,  rather  than  for  transcendental  means. 

Mauy  leading  therapeutists,  with  heroic '  antecedents,  have 
found  that,  under  certain  circumstances,  a  minute  dose  is  prefera- 
ble to  the  old  massive  one,  which  on  some  occasions  has  proved  so 
shattering  to  the  organism  which  it  was  intended  to  benefit,  and 
another  class  of  therapeutists,  who  had  sometimes  gone  beyond  the 
limit  to  which  physical  and  other  means  would  demonstrate,  have 
become  convinced  that  it  is  better  to  hold  themselves  within  the 
^rofcaftfe  rather  than  to  resort  to  the  possible,  nid  hence  we  see  the 
extremes  coming  .together,  with  no  disreputable  compromise  on  the 
part  of  the  other. 

We  need  not  say  that  we  hail  with  delight  the  prospect,  and 
our  reasons  for  this  satisfaction  is  that  we  recognize  in  the  condi- 
tion stated,  an  advance  of  the  therapeutic  lines  of  the  contesting 
parties  approaching  the  goal  to  which  all  aim. 

W<?  are  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  absolute  necessity  for 
the  individualization  of  drug-action  in  accordance  with  its  dual 
power.  From  our  experience  with  students  and  with  recent  grad- 
uates, we  are  satisfied  that  little  or  no  attention  is  paid  to  this  sub- 
ject on  the  part  of  the  great  majority*  of  teachers  of  materia  med- 
ica,  and  a  change  is  absolutely  demanded  before  we  can  expect  the 
complete  understanding  of  drug  possibilities!  The  merest  tyro 
knows  that  to  obtain  the  emetic  qualities  of  Ipecac^  for  instance, 
requires  that  the  drug  be  administered  in  more  or  less  ponderable 
doses,  while  such  Jis  have  trie«i  it  are  equally  sure  that  in  appropri- 
ate cases  it  will  relieve  nausea  and  vomiting  when  exhibited  in 
doses  short  of  its  physiological  manifestation. 

The  therapeutics  of  the  future  must  de.il  with  dA*ug  power  in 
accordance  with,  this  double  action,  under  the  variation  of  the 
dose,  and  other  circumstances  must  also  enter  the  consideration. 
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To  be  certain  in  the  selection  of  a  drug  for  either  5f  the  results 
desired,  we  must  be  able  to  classify  our  remedies  upon  grounds 
which  have  for  their  support  more  than  a  single  indication,  how- 
ever characteristic  and  reliable  that  may  be> 

With  such  a  plan  of  teaching  materia  raedica,  we  should  not 
find  stupid  correspondents  writing  to  medical  journals  to  know  *'  a 
remedy  for  suppression  of  the  menses  in  case  ol  cold,"  without 
other  detail.  How  an  intelligent  prescription  could  be  based  upon 
such  data  we  utterly  fail  to  see. 

There  is  a  reaction  going  on  in  respect  to  massive  dosage,  and 
therapeutists  really  have  the  courage  to  write  about  the-**  reckless 
use  ot  quinine!"  One  essayist  even  goes  so  far  as  to  ask  "  why  he 
should  continue  to  give  quinine  after  the  physiological  efiects  are 
established?"  and  suggests  that  it  may  be  because  it  is  fashiona- 
ble! That  view  of  the  case  is  quite  in  contrast  with  that  condition 
whTch  has  no  limit  beyond  which  the  dose  of  the  drug  should  not 
be  carried. 

• 

The  study  of  materia  medica^  upon  the  plan  indicated  furnishes 
the  only  solution  of  the  problem  as  to  how  we  shall  apply  drugs 
scientifically  and  in  accordance  with  an  art  that  does  not  change 
with  the  fashions. 

The  absurd  talk  about  '^  practicing  both  ways  "  is  not  much 
agitated  at  present.  How  any  practitioner  who  is,  in  the  fullest 
sense,  a  physician,  can  consider  such  a  proposition,  we  cannot  con- 
ceive, and  the  study  of  drugs  from  the  standpoint  of  their  dual  ac- 
tion, will  effectually  put  an  end  to  any  such  consideration. 

We  may,  therefore,  say  that  the  revolution  is  well  under  way, 
and  he  who  does  not  heed  its  warain<y  will  find  himself  left  beached 
on  the  sands  of  time. 


Had  the  Gout  {Chamber  s  Journal).— Inciients  of  a  highly 
ludicrous  nature  frequently  pccur  in  the  examination  of  patients 
both  by  doctors  and  by  students  A  professor  on  one  occasion  was 
lecturing  to  his  class  on  the  means  of  diagnosing  disease  by  the  ex- 
ternal appearance,  face,  and  other  details  of  the  patient.  Expresw- 
ing  his  belief  that  a  patient  before  the  class  afibrded  an  example  of 
the  practice  in  question,  the  professor  said  to  the  individual  :  '^  Ah! 
you  are  troubled  with  gout!"  '*  No,  sir,''  said  the  man;  "  I've  never 
had  any  such  complaint!"  "  But,"  said  the  professor,  *'  your  father 
must  have  had  the  gout!"  ''No.  sir,"  was  the  reply;  "nor  my 
mother,  either!"  ''  Ah,  very  strange,"  said  the  professor  to  his 
class.  '*  Fm  still  convinced  that  this  man  is  a  gouty  subject.  I  see 
that  his  front  teeth  show  all  the  characters  which   we  are  accus- 
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tomed  to  note  in  gout!"  ''Front  teeth!''  ejaculated  the  patient. 
"  Yes,"  retorted  the  professor,  "  I'm  convinced  my  diagnosis  is  cor- 
rect. You  have  gout,  sir!"  "  Well,  that  beats,  everything,  re- 
plied the  man  ;  "  it's  the  first  time,  sir,  I've  ever  heard  of  false 
teeth  having  tlie  gout!  I've  -had  this  set  tor  the  lavst  ten  years!" 
The  effects  of  this  sally  on  the  part  of  the  patieut  upon  the  inquis- 
itorial professor  and  his  students  mav  be  better  imagined  thau  de- 
scribed. 

Wanted — A  New  Health  Resort  {Medical  Record). — Com- 
menting on  the  fact  that  the  West  Indies  has  been  forbidden  Mr. 
Vanderbilt,  as  being  too  warm,  the  Broadway  Lounger  says:  *'We 
much  need  a  Northern  watering-place  in  the  South  less  flabby  than 
Florida,  with  better -hotels  than  San  Antonio,  with  less  visible  dis- 
ease than  Hot  Springs,  with  more  security  thaa  New  Orleans,  and 
more  outlet  than  Fortress  Monroe."  Plainly,  the  writer  can  never 
have  seen  the  Atlantic  City  newspapers,  in  which  two  or  three 
hundred  Philadelphia  physicians,  in  good  ethical  standing,  have 
endorsed  that  resort. 

A  Caution  for  Plumbers.  {Mo,  Horn,  Review). — On  the  8th 
Jan,  in  the  Croydon  County  Court,  an  important  action  was 
brought  by  a  plumber  named  De^  against  a  civil  engineer  named 
Dalgairns,  for  upwards  of  £30  for  the  erection  of  a  lavatory. 
Defendant  made  a  counter  claim  of  £120,  on  the  ground  that 
the  work,  bt^in^  improperly  done,  sewer  air  escaped  in  the  house, 
and  caused  the  illness  of  six  members  of  the  household,  and  the 
death  of  his  son.  He  therefore  claimed  the  doctor's  bill  and  other 
expenses.  The  Judge  struck  out  the  plaintiff's  claim  and  gave 
judgment  to  the  defendant. 

Dkserters. — The  Hahnemannian  Monthly  says  :  "An  opin- 
ion of  deserters,  what  we  commend  to  any  other  physicians  who 
propose  to  turn  back  into  allopathy,  may  be  found  in  II  Peter  2:22. 
It  imt'our  language  ;  it  was  written  by  an  inspired  apostle  :"  The' 
only  desertions  from  homoeopathy  to  allopathy,  that  we  have  heard 
of  for  some  years,  are  those  of  Dr.  Liliencninz  of  California,  and 
Dr.  S.  0.  L.  Potter,  formerly  of  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Urethrine  {Medical  Age). — The  — ines  are  now  in  their  hey- 
diy.  The  rompounds  which,  with  utter  dis  egard  of  the  rules  of 
either  chemistry  or  pharmacy,  are  being  forme<l  with  this  termina- 
tion are  exceeding  numerous  and  brilliant.  The  latest  wliicli  we 
have  seen  is  -urethrine.  No,  gentle  reader,  this  is  not  the  active 
principle  of  the  urethra.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  compound  de- 
signed to  relieve  the  specific  inflammation  of  the  urethral  lining 
membrane  to  which  erring  youth  is  so  prone.  Of  course  the  name 
is  copyrighted. 
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CoxvALLARiA  MuLTiFLOBA. — Dr.  John  M.  Scudder  says : 
With  further  experieace  I  like  the  action  of  this  remedy  better. 
As  heretofore  noticed  its  action  is  very  similar  to  that  of  Digitalis, 
but  it  is  not  cumulative,  and  does  not  give  the  unpleasant  effect 
frequently  noticed  when  that  remedy  is  continued. 

It  is  especially  to  be  recommended  when  the  heart  has  been 
enfeebled  by  rheumatism,  or  the  circulation  impaired  by  recent 
valvular  disease.  I  think  it  can  be  recommended  in  many  cases  of 
rheumatism  after  the  acute  stage,  puffiness  of  tissue  or  commenc- 
ing anasarca  being  the  only  evidence  of  cardiac  trouble. 

It  must  also  serve  an  important  purpose  in  those  cases  of  asth- 
ma with  enfeebled  heart,  and  consequent  impairment  of  the  pul- 
monary circulation.  Thei^e  cases  will  frequently  be  announced  by 
swelling  of  the  feet  I  have  used  it  in  two  such  cases  with  marked 
benefit. 

Thus  far  I  have  employed  it  in  doses  of  from  two  to  five  drops 
every  three  hours,  and  I  thiuk  this  will  give  us  the  full  action  of 
the  r<*raedy. 

I  would  suggest  its  trial  in  congestive  pneumonia,  in  pneu- 
monia with  feeble  circulation,  and  in  some  cases  of  phthisis.  The 
remedy  may  be  called  a  cardiac  tonic,  but  its  influence  extends  to 
the  entire  arterial  system. 

TuE  Stimulating  Properties  of  Oats  (Medical  Record). — 
We  have  heard  much  lately  about  the  remarkable  therapeutical 
power  of  Avena  sativa.  which  powers  have  been  generally  discred- 
ited. M.  Bouley  recently  presented  to  the  Academic  des  Sciences 
the  results  of  investigations  by  M.  A.  Sansora  upon  the  subject. 
Experiments  were  carried  on  at  the  Ecole  de  Grignon.  With  the 
aid  of  I)n  Hois  Reyraond's  apparatus,  the  neuro-muscular  excita- 
bility in  horses  was  tested  before  and  after  the  ingestion  of  oats. 
Numerous  and  repeated  experiments  have  established,  says  M.  San- 
son!, the  following  facts  : 

1.  The  pericarp  of  the  oat  contains  a  substance,  soluble  in 
alcohol,  which  hasjbhe  property  of  stimulating  the. motor  cells  ot 
the  nervous  system. 

2.  This  substance  is  nitrogenous,  and  probably  belongs  to  the 
group  of  alkaloids.  It  is  uncrystaliizable,  brownish,  finely  granu- 
lar. Its  formula  (subject  to  verification)  is  C50  H21  NOis.  It  is 
called  Avenine,  ^ 

3.  All  varieties  of  oats  contain  some  of  this  alkaloid,  but  not 
to  an  equal  (*xtent.  The  differences  depend  upon  soil  as  well  as 
var  t'ty.     The  ntriete  noire  generally  contains  the  most. 

4.  If  the  auiount  of  avenine  is  below  0.9  per  cent,  of  dried 
oats,  it  is  insufficient  to  cause  excitation. 

Xo  facits  are  iJ:ivea  regarding  the  effect  of  the  avenine  upon 
the  human  organism. 
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GEL8EMIUM  SEMPER  VIREN8.  A  Monoaraph  of  the  Hughes  Club 
of  Massachusetts^  1883;  Boston  and  Providence;  Otis  Clapp  d-  8on 
1883. 

The  members  of  the  Hughes  Club  recognizing  the  need  of  a  thor- 
ough revision  and  reconstruction  of  the  Homoeopathic  Materia  Medica 
instead  of  merely  declaiming  acrainst  its  deficiences  and  redundancies 
set  themselves  to  work  to  show  what  they  can  do  in  the  treatment  of 
one  remedy.  Their  work  is  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  the  Hahne- 
mann Publishing  Society  of  England,  and  the  arrangement  of  Dr. 
Hughes  in  his  treatment  of  Belladonna  has  been  ad^ted.  Labors  such 
as  these  are  highly  commendable,  and  should  be  warmly  encouraged. 

THE  HOMCEOPATHIC  DOMESTIC  PHYSICIAN  by  Constantine 
Hering,  M.  D.  Seventh  American  Edition;  Philadelphia;  F.  E. 
BoericJce,   Hahnemann  Publishing  House,  1883. 

We.compare  this  seventh  edition  with  the  first,  which  is  now  before 
US.  •*  The  HomoRopathic  or  Domestic  Physician,  by  ^C.  Hering,  M.  D. 
Professor  in  th  e  College  of  Homoeopathic  Medicine  at  AUentovm,  Pa. 
Sold  by  J.  G.  Wesselhoeft  Philadelphia,  &c,  Allentown,  Pa.,  Academical 
Book  Store,  1835.  Price  dl.  Si.'*  This  first  edition  is  a  little  book  of  467 
pp.,  16  mo.,  4x5  inches.  The  seventh  edition  just  published  is  a  royal 
octavo  with  a  number  of  valuable  improvements  on  the  old  editions, 
having  a  table  of  contents  and  complete  index  which  has  been  added  to 
I>r.  L.  J.  Knerr . 

The  other  editions  were  valued  for  their  plainness  and  simplicity, 
and  the  additions  now  made  will  make  the  manual  still  more  acceptable 
to  thousands  of  homoeopathic  households. 

FAMILY  PRACTICE  or  Simple  Directions  in  Homoeopathic  Domestic 
Medicine;  London;  E,  Oould  d-  Son, 

This  is  a  companion  yolume  to  "The  principal  uses  of  the  sixteen 
most  important  homoeopathic  medicines,"  compiled  from  the  standard 
medical  works  of  Jahr,  Hull,  Ileiupel,  Bryant,  Hale,  etc.,  and  the  recog- 
nition of  its  value  is  certainly  shown  by  the  fact  that  it  has  reached  its 

fourteenth  thousand.    It  is  a  very    neatly    printed    little  volume  of  264 
pp.,  16mo. 
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THE  OPIUM  HABIT  and  its  Sxiccessful  treatment  by  the  Avena 
8ativa,by  E.  H.  M.  Sell,  A.  if.,  M.  D.,  Jersey  City,  N,  J,;  Evening 
Journal  Print;  1883. 

There  are  many  who  have  regarded  the  commendations  which  haye 
been  published  in  relation  to  the  Avena  Sativa  as  unworthy  of  credit 
but  Dr.  Sell  presents  an   array  of  testimony  in  its  fayor  which  certainly 
demands  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  medical  profession. 

SUPRAPUBIC  LITHOTOMY,  The  high  operation  for  stone— Epi- 
cystotomy. — Hypogastric  lithotomy  (The  High  Apparatus)  by  Wm, 
Tocl  Helmuth,  M,  Z>.,  Prof,  of  Surgery,  etc, ;  Boericke  &  Tafel,  New 
Yi  rk  and  Philadelphia;  1883. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  elegantly  printed  books  that  has  come  to 
our  table.  A  quarto  of  93  pp.,  illustrated  with  eight  lithographic  plates, 
and  numerous  engravings  on  wood,  printed  upon  extra  thick  paper,  and 
bound  in  cream  cloth  with  scarlet  lettering.  And  this  dress  is  very  tit- 
ting  as  it  presents  some  of  the  cream  of  surgical  literature.  The  greater 
portion  of  this  monograph  was  written  in  1878-9  and  presented  as  the  au- 
thor's thesis  for  admission  to  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society  of  New 
York.  The  article  upon  this  subject  which  Prof.  Helmuth  published  in 
this  Journal  Xovember,  1880,  attracted  marked  attention,  but  the  vol- 
ume before  us,  being  one  of  the  most  carefully  elaborated  treatises 
that  has  been  given  the  medical  profession,  will  be  considered  as  not 
only  highly  creditable  to  the  worthy  author  but  an  honor  to  the  school 
to  which  he  is  attached. 

NORTH  AMERICAN  REVIEW  for  Mav  contains  nine  articles, 
nearly  every  one  of  which  discusses  some  topic  or  problem  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  prominent  in  the  public  mind.  Senator  John  T.  Mor- 
gan writes  of  "  Mexico."  The  Rev.  William  Kirkus,  taking  occasion  from 
Bishop  McQuaid's  recent  vaticinations  regarding  the  decay  of  Protestan- 
ism,  makes  a*  vigorous  counter  charge  upon  the  papal  system  in  an  arti- 
cle entitled  "  The  Disintegration  of  Romanism."  In  "EtTersonand 
Carlyle,"  Elwin  P.  Whipple  discourses  upon  the  strangely  diverse  men- 
tal and  moral  characteristics  of  those  two  great  thinkers.  Prof.  Felix 
Alder  offers  **  A  Secular  View  of  Moral  Trainint?."  "  Communism  in 
America,"  by  Prof.  Alexander  Winchell.  The  other  articles  are  "  A  Can- 
ities of  Buddhism  and  Christianity,"  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  Freedman 
Clarke;  **  Woman  as  an  Inventor,"  by  Matilda  Joslyn  Gage;  "  College 
Endowments,"  by  Rossiter  Johnson;  and  "Extradition,"  by  A.  G.  Sedg- 
wick. Published  at  80  Lafayette  Place,  New  York,  and  for  sale  by 
booksellers  generally. 
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ALBERT  LODGE,  M.  D.,  DETROIT,    MICHIGAN,   EDITOR. 


HOMCEOPATHIC  HOSPITAL  COLLEGE    CLEVELAND,  0. 

The  closing  exercises  of  the  thirty-third  annual  session  of  this 
institution  occurred  on-  the  28th  of  February.  The  following  is 
the  list  of  those  upon  whom  the  degree  of  M.  D.  was  conferred  :  ji 

Adams,  C.  B.,  Baughman,  I.  J^  Beardsley,  U.  V.,  Beaeb,  Mrs.  R.  B., 
Beach,  C.  A.,  Bond,  G.  W.,  Brewer,  C.  Y.,  Criswell,  E.  B.  R.,  Cleveland, 
C.  L.,  Covert,  E.  D.,  Dukson,  0.  B.,  Ellis,  C.  D.,  Finch,  L.  R.,  Gault,  Mrs. 
M.  A.,  Gerriguer,  Dr.  H.  B.,  Graves,  R.  S.,  Gangloff,  Ch  ,  Harrison,  G.  E., 
Hains,  C.  W.,  Horner,  J.  R.,  Kingsley,M.,  Kelsey,  Miss  K.  L,  King.  J., 
Miller,  B.  E.,  Martin,  J.  S.,  Mitchell,  A.  L.,  Morrow,  E*  H.,  McBride, 
M.  G.,  Maxwell,  L.  K.,  Olmsted,  L.  J.,  Ostrauder,  P.  M.,  Phillips,J.  R., 
Phillips,  A.  B.,  Pelton,  L.  A.,  Phillips,  W.  O.,  Quay,  G.  H.,  Reeker,  A.  P., 
Reddish,  A.  W.,  Robinson,  E.  J.,  Rousseau,  L.  G.,  Schumacker,  C, 
Stepfield,  A.  E.,  Starr,  Miss  P.,  Shay,  E.  A.,  StillinRs,  B.  W.,  St.  John,  C. 
W.,  Smith,  Anna  C,  Steele,  W.,  Thorpe,  Mrs.  L.,  Toler,  Miss  L.,  Ward, 
C.  E.,  Waltz,  A.  L.,  Wilson,  C.  A..  White,  E.  T.,  Wilcox,  T.  A. 

The  class  valedict9ry  was  delivered  in  a  very  creditable  manner 
by  Dr.  C.  B.  Dickson,  A.  B.,  Westerville,  Ohio.  The  Dean's  annu- 
al report  showed  that  the  institution  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
The  improvements  in  the  College  building  have  added  greatly  to 
the  convenience  and  comfort  of  both  the  teachers  and  students. 
The  Matriculation  examination  has  been  the  means  of  noticeably 
Improving  the  educational  quality  of  the  classes,  as  especially  shown 
by  the  high  general  average  sustained  in  the  quizzes  and  final  ex- 
aminations. The  average  per  cent,  of  the  fifty-five  graduates^is 
879.10. 

PRIZES. 

The  diploma  of  honor  awarded  to  the  graduate  attaining  the 
highest  general  average  in  all  the  branches  in  the  final  examina- 
tion, was  taken  by  Dr.  C.  A.  Wilson,  of  Warren.  Ohio. 

The  first  Clinical  Prize,  $20  in  goFd,  was  captured  by  Dr.  H. 
B.  Garriguer,  Massilon,  Ohio. 

The  second  Clinical  Prize,  $10  in  gold,  by  Miss  Pearl  Starr, 
Robella,  Pa. 

The  Sanders  Prize^  a  case  of  obstetrical  instruments,  was 
awarded  to  L.  J.  Olmsted,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
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The  Jones  Prize^  $25,  was  taken  by  Dr.  A.  L.  Mitchell,  Wil- 
link,  N.  y. 

A  special  prize,  $25,  oflfered  by  Prof.  Biggar,  was  awarded  to 
Dr.  C.  L.  Cleveland,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Floral  oflFerings  were  presented  in  profusion  by  the  friends  of. 
the  graduates,  and  after  the  close  of  the  exercises  at  the  church, 
the  class  was  tendered  a  complimentary  banquet  at  the  Forest  City 
House. 

The  Hahnemann  Society,  of  the  H.  H.  College  held  its  annual 
exercises  the  previous  evening  and  was  an  entertainment  of  merit. 
Dr.  H.  V.  Beardsley,  Findlay,  Ohio,  delived  the. salutatory  address, 
and  Dr.  C.  D.  Ellis,  Hopkinsville,  Ky.,  the  valedictory,  both  of 
which  was  well  rendered. 

General  Ed.  S.  Meyer,  Esq.,  was  the  orator  of  the  evening,  and 
as  the  General  sustains  a  reputation  as  an  eloquent  speaker,  as  ex- 
pected, the  audience  was  presented  with  a  thoughtful,  able  and  in- 
teresting discourse. 


Dr.  L.  J.  Olmsted  received  the  appointment  of  House  Surgeon 
to  the  Huron  Street  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  Cleveland^  Ohio,  for 
the  ensuing  year. 


The  New  York  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  held  its 
annual  commencement  exercises  at  Chickering  Hall,  on  Thursday 
evening,  March  15th,  before  an  immense  audience,  which  crowded 
every  part  of  the  auditorium. 

There  were  present  upon  the  sta2:e,  besides  the  faculty,  many 
prominent  physicians  of  New  York  and  the  adjoining  States. 

The  introductory  address  was  made  by  the  Dean  of  the  College, 
Prof.  Timothy  F.  Allen,  M.  D.;  and  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medi- 
cine was  conferred  by  Edmund  Dwight,  Esq.,  Vice-President  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  upon  the  following  gentlemen  : 

L.  Allen.  Mass.;  R.  Asher,  N.  ;  J.  S.  Avers,  N.  J.;  F.  M.  Bennet,N. 
Y.;  A.  J.  Bond,  N.  H.;  0.  S.  Bray,  Conn.;  E.  F.  Briggs,  Penn.;  D.  W. 
Burnett,  N.  Y.;  C.  H.  Forbes,  Miiss.;  A.  D.  Getman,  N,  Y.;  D,  B.  Grove, 
Penn.;  E.  C.  M.  Hall,  Conn.;  W.  J.  Hanford,  N.  Y.;  P.  S.  Hann,  N.  J.; 
G.  S.  Hermance,  N.  Y,;  J.  R.  Hoffman,  N.  J,;  W.  C.  Holiister,  N.  Y.;  C. 
P.  Hopper,  N.  Y.;  C.  Infield,  X.  Y.;  .J.  H.  Keeney,  N.  Y.;  C.  E.  Lane,  N. 
Y.;  I.  J.  Lane,  N.  Y.;  .J.  Z.  Lawshe,  Ga.;  A.  Luscomb,  Massk;  A.  R.  Mc- 
Michael,  M.D.,  N.  Y.;  N.  Nuttingr,  N.  Y.;  A.  W.  Palmer.  N.  Y.;  F.  N. 
Pampinella,  N.  Y.;  W.  Pierson,  N.  Y.;  H.  J.  Pulver,  Conn.;  F.  E.  Rabe, 
Conn.;  P.  J.  Rand,  Mass.;  H.  E.  Rice,  Mass.;  T.  C.  Roval,  Conn.;  G.  S. 
Shelton,  N.  Y.;  C.  8.  Shimer,  N.  Y.;  L.  K.  Shipman,  R.  L;  W.  C.  Skiff, 
Conn.;  C.  B.  Small,  N.  Y.;  T.  J.  Thurber,  N.  Y.;  A.  M.  Tracv,  Jr.,  X.  Y.; 
J.  W.  Ward,  Cal.;  A.  G.  Warner.  N.  Y.;  G.  H.  Wilkins,  Conn.;  F.  F. 
Williams,  N.  Y.;  J.  E.  Wilson,  Mass.;  A.  Zoller,  X.  Y.  Ad  Eundem— 
George  P.  Booth,  Muskegon,  Mich. 
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Prof.  F.  S.  Bradford,  M.D.,  the  Secretary  of  the  Faculty,  pre- 
sented the  first  prize,  for  the  highest  standing  in  all  departments, 
consisting  of  a  beautiful  office  case  of  medicines  (to  J.  W.  Ward,  of 
San  Jose,  Cal. 

The  second  prize,  another  office  case  of  remedies,  was  awarded 
to  A.  G.  Warner,  of  Watkins,  N.  Y. 

The  Wales  prize,  for  the  highest  proficiency  in  all  the  junior 
studies  (a  Helmuth  pocket  case  of  instruments),  was  presented  to 
F.  S.  Fulton,  of  Norwich,  N.  Y. 

Honorable  mention  was  made  of  Alvaro  ZoUer,  of  Ogdens- 
burgh,  N.  Y.;  E.  C.  M.  Hall,  of  Woburn,  Mass.;  Arthur  Luscomb, 
of  Salem,  Mass.;  and  John  Z.  Lawshe,  of  Atlanta,  6a. 

The  Rev.  Thos.  S.  Hastings,   D.D.,  delivered  the  charge  to  the 

graduating  class,  and  the  exercises  were  closed  by  a  valedictory  by 
eorge  S.  Shelton,  M.D. 

Sixty-six  juniors  were  reported  as  having  passed  satisfactorily 
the  studies  in  that  department,  the  following  being  deemed  worthy 
of  honorable  mention:  0.  N.  Payne,  of  Waverl},  N.  Y.;  L.  A. 
Opdyke,  of  Newark,  N.  J.;  NathU  Robinson,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.; 
F,  If.  Sage,  of  Cromwell,  Ct.;  C.  W.  Moody,  of  Plain vill6,  Ct. 

Later  in  the  evening  the  Alumni,  to  the  number  of  300,  sat 
down  to  an  elegant  supper  at  the  Brunswick  ;  Dr.  Pratt,  the  oldest 
graduate  present,  acted  as  President,  and  Dr.  Talcott  as  toast-mas- 
ter. 
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bureau  of  histology  and  microscopy. 

345  Superior  Street,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  ) 

April  12,  1883.  j 
Dear  Doctor: — Agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  General  Secre- 
tary, the  undersigned.  Chairman  of  the  above-named  Bureau,  re- 
spectfully and  urgently  desires  that  members  forward,  on  or  about 
the  1st  of  May,  to  the  above  address,  trhe  titles  -  of  papers  which 
they  expect  to  present  at  the  coming  session  of  the  Institute. 

Papers  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Chairman  at  least  one  week 
in  advance  of  the  session  of  the  Institute. 

Hoping  that  the  coming  report  of  the  Bureau  may  prove  of 
more  than  usual  interest,  the  Chairman*  confidently  expects  that 
each  and  every  member  will  assist  by  furnishing  a  suitable  contri- 
bution in  behalf  of  the  interests  of  the  Institute. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  Edwards  Smith,  M.  D., 

Chairman  Bur.  of  Hist'y  and  Mic'y. 
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American  Homceopathic  Ophthalmological  and  Otological 
Society. — The  seventh  annual  meeting  will  be  held  at  Niagara  Falls, 
in  June.  The  President  of  the  Society  is  especially  desirous  that  the 
meeting  be  an  interesting  and  profitable  one."  To  that  end  he  hopes 
that  a  large  number  of  brief  but  practical  papers  be  presented,  embody- 
ing as  far  as  may  be  the  clinical  experience  of  members.  The  meeting 
will  be  held  on  the  day  previous  to  that  appointed  for  the  opening  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  so  that  there  may  be  no  con- 
flicts of  interests.  Will  you  not  send  to  the  Secretary  the  topics  upon 
which  you  will  write,"  so  that  the  programme  may  be  arranged  at  as 
early  a  date  as  possible  ? 

F.  Park  Lewis,  M.  D.,  Seeretary,  — 

C.  H.  YiLAS,  M.  D.,  President 

Western  Ac-A DEMY  OF  Homceopathy.— The  9bh  annual  conven- 
tion will  be  held  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  June  12, 13  and  14.  By  order 
of  the  Ex.  Com. 

C.  H.  Goodman,  M,  D., 

General  SeG7*etary, 

2619  Fi7ie  street,  St  Louis,  Mo, 

American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  meets  at  Niagara  June  19, 
20,  21,  and  22.  It  will  probably  be  one  of  the  best  sessions  of  the  Insti- 
tute, and  we  hope  there  will  be  a  full  representation  of  the  West  and 
South  as  well  as  of  the  East. 

Nebraska  State  Homceopathic  Society  and  North  Western 
Academy  of  Medicine  have  their  joint  meeting  at  Lincoln  Nebraska, 
on  May  23d  and  24th,  1883. 

Michigan  State  Homceopathic  Society  meets  at  Lansing,  Mich- 
igan, on  May  15. 

Wisconsin  State  Homoeopathic  Society  meets  at  Madison,  Wis., 

June  12bh,  13  and  14th,  in  joint  session  with  the  Western  Academy  of 
Homoeopathy.    Trains  from  Chicago  reach  Madison  at  2:30  p.  m. 

Jos.  Lewis,  Secretary. 

The  Indiana  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  will  meet  at  Indianapolis 
on  May  8th  and  9th.  * 

Homceopathic  Medico  Society  of  Ohio  will  meet  May  8  and  9> 
in  the  city  of  Columbus.  All  railways  centering  at  that  city  will  carry 
delegates  at  two  cents  a  mile  each  way.  Your  presence  is  earnestly  de- 
sired, and  hope  you  will  arrange  your  business  accordingly,  as  an  inter- 
esting meeting  is  expected.  Fraternally, 

H.  E.  Beebe,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

C.  C.  White,  M.  D.,  Presicfent 
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America:n^  Institute  of.Homosopathy  holds  its  next  session  at 

Niagara  Falls,  June  19,  20,  21st,  and  22d.  Headquarters  will  be 
at  the  luternational  Hotel.  One  of  the  best  places  for  the  gather- 
ing, and  at  one  of  the  best  seasons  of  the  year. 

Medical  Education  of  Women. — Dr.  C.  A.  Lee  Reed,  Pro- 
fessor in  the  Cincinuati  College  of  Medicinfi  and  Surgery,  says  that 
from  the  recent  experience  of  that  institution  the  co-education  of 
sexes  in  medical  schools  is  altogether  practicable.  During  the 
session  of  1882-3  a  lady  student  occupied  a  place  regularly  in  the 
lecture-room.  During  the^entire  course  she  was  tfot  treated  to  an 
indignity  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  attitude  of  the  male  students  was 
not  only  respectful  but  deferential.  The  rowdyism  that  is  so  com- 
mon in  medical  classes  did  not  crop  out  upon  a  single  occasion 
during  the  entire  session.  It  thus  appeared  that  the  presence  of 
the  lady  student  exercised  a  salutary^  repressive  influence  upon  the 
gentlemen  of  the  class.  The  faculty  did  not  experience  the  least 
difficulty  in  point  of  delicacy  in  discussing  any  of  the  subjects 
usually  brought  forth  in  d  course  of  lectures.  In  such  matters  ev- 
erybody appeared  to  act  upon  the  tacit  principle — *'  Evil  to  him 
who  evil  thinks." 

Women  are  to  be  denied  admission  to  the  Chicago  Homoeo- 
pathic College  hereafter. 

NECROLOGICAL. 

AsHTON. — Adolphus  H.  Ashton^  an  old  and  much  esteemed  physi- 
cian of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  1860  a  Professor  of  Obstetrics  in 
the  Homoeopathic  College  of  that  city,  died  of  Bright'a  disease  on  Lord's 
day  the  17th  of  February,  1883.  The  Homoeapathic  Society  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Directors  and  Managers  of  the  Childrens* 
Homoeopathic  Hospital  of  Philadelphia  have  passed  resolutions  of  re- 
spect for  his  sterling  worth,  fidelity  and  courtesy. 

Beaumont. — John  H.  Beaumont.  M.  D.,  a  successful  and  much  re- 
spected practitioner  of  homoeopathy  of  Freeport,  111.,  died  there  on  the 
24th  of  February  last. 

Capps.— Mrs.  Bessie  A.  Capps,  wife  of  Dr.  Wm.  Capps,  died  at  Co- 
lumbus, W.  T.,  on  March  13. 

CuMMiNGS. — Dr.  O.  S.  Cummings,  who  represented  homoeopathy 
with  honor  at  Honolulu,  Sandwich  Islands,  for  some  nine  years,  died  re- 
cently in  New  Hampshire,  his  native  State. 

Peer.— George  W.  Peer,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  valued 
members  of  the  Monroe  county,  New  York,  Homoeopathy  Society  hav- 
ing departed  this  life,  the  Society  have  placed  upon  their  records  a  suit- 
able testimony  of  their  esteem  for  his  talents  and  good  qualities. 

Starritt.— Simon  P.  Starritt,  M.  D ,  a  graduate  of  the  Hahnemann 
College  of  Philadelphia,  died  recently  in  the  88th  year  of  his  age. 
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Bailey.— Prof .  E.  S.  Bailey  has  been  elected  Registrar  of  Hahne- 
mann College  of  Chicago,  in  place  of  Prof.  T.  S.  Hoyne,  who  resigns. 

DowLiNG.— We  are  particularly  pleased  to  be  able  to  announce  that 
Prof.  J.  W.  Dowling,  of  the  New  York  HonaoBopathic  College,  will  take 
charge  of  the  department  of  "  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Lungs'*  in  this 
Journal.  Our  readers  may  expect  that  this  will  become  one  of  the  most 
interesting  and  profitable  divisions  of  our  editorial  pages.  Contribu- 
tions to  this  department  may  be  sent  to  Prof^  D.  direct,  No.  313  Madison 
Ave.,  New  York. 

Worcester. — Our  printers  will  be  pleased  to  fi:et  the  Mss.  of  Sam- 
uel Worcester,  M.  D.,  which  is  as  easy  to  read  as  copper  plate,  and  our 
readers  will  welcome  him  as  the  editor *of  an  important  department, 
that  of  "  Diseases  of  the  Mind,  Brain  and  General  Nermus  System/* 


^ta/Utal. 


Streeter— Hudson.— George  D.  Streeter,  M.  D.,  of  Waco,  Texas, 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Mollie  Hudson,  daughter  of  Dr.  S.  M. 
Work,  of  Hot  Springs,  at  the  Second  Presbyterian  church  at  Hot 
Springs,  Arkansas,  on  the  1st  February,  1883,  Rev.  J.  L.  McKeehan  of- 
ficiating. 

NiCKERSON— Stone.— Dr.  W.  H.  Nickerson,  of  Adams,  N.  Y.,  was 
married  on  the  first  of  February,  to  Miss  Lizzie  B.  Stone. 

Dodge— LANDis.—Dr;  J.  B.  Dodge  was  married  to  Miss  Lillie  J. 
Landis  on  February  27, 1882. 

REMOVALS. 

Burrows.    Dr.  H.  Burrows  from  Oberlin,  Ohio,  to  Topeka,  Kansas. 
Calderwood,  Dr,  Samuel,  from  So.  Waldoboro,  Me.,  to  Roxbury,  Mass. 
Elliott,  Dr.  I.  W..  from  Chicago,  III.,  to  Los  Angelos,  Cal. 
Fowler,  Dr.  S.  M.,  from  Dubuque,  Iowa,  to  Delaud,  Florida. 
Harrison,  Dr.  W.  H.,  from  Port  Hudson  to  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
Lincoln,  Dr.,  from  Clean,  N.  Y.,  to  Morganton,  N.  C. 
Lukens,  Dr.  J.  Paul,  from  Newport  to  Wilmington,  Delaware. 
Murdock,  Dr.  E.  A,  from  Watertown,  Mass.,  to  Spencer,  Mass. 
Shannon,  Dr.  S.  F.,  from  Alleghany,  to  Sewickley,  Pa. 
Tower,  Dr.  G.  A.,  from  Wilton,  N.  H.,  to  Watertown,  Mass. 
WiNSLow,  Dr.  J.  M.,  from  Lowell  to  North  Adams,  Mass. 
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*—*,*-     i'MAKMACEtJTIOAL     FRODVUTa 

^HOX  TBE  LABORATORT  OF 

PARKE,  DAV^IS   &    CO., 

detroit,  mich.,  u.  s.  a. 
New  York  :  60  Maiden  Lane  and  2 1  Liberty  St. 


Standard  pharmaceutical   preparations  of  the  United  States  and  foreign  Pham-icopoeias  and 
non-oflScinnl  prpamtions  of  larq^  variety.    Of  th-^  latter  c  ass  \vu  make  a  specuilty  of  Fluid  Ex- 
,trac:s  prepared  trom  new  and  rare  drui^^s  from  variou«  parts  ol  the  world. 


FLUID  4r  SOLID  mCTRACTS.  SUGAR  AND  GB(.ATINB  CoATED  PILLS. 

RBSINOIDS  AND  CONCKNTR4TXONS.     EMPTY  GELATINE  CAPSULES. 


EXXXIRS,  WINKS,  SYRUFS. 
SOFT  FILLED  CAFSULBS. 


NEW  DRUGS. 


FLUID  EXTRACTS. 


Aceitillo  BarK, 
Adrue, 

Ailantus  Glandulosa, 
Alligator  Pear  Seeds, 
Alstonia  Constricta,True 
Anagallis  Arvensis, 
Acreca  Nuts, 
Bamboo  Briar  Root, 
Baycuru  Root, 
Bearsfoot, 

Berberis  Aquifolium, 
Black  Haw, 
Blood  Flower, 
Boldo  Leaves, 
California  Fever  Bush, 
California  LajxfcU 
Garnauha  Root, 
Caroba  Leaves, 
Cascara  Amara, 
Cascara  Saerada, 
Cedron  Seed, 
Ccreus  Bonplandii, 
C&reus  Graadiflorus, 


Cereiis  McDonaldii, 
Cheken, 
Chewstick, 
Coca  Leaves, 
i.Cockle  BuTkf 
Gocolmecan, 
Com  Silk, 
Coto  Bark, 
Damiana^ 
TMta  Bark. 
Dubosia  leaves. 
Elephant's  Foo^ 


Iron  Wood,  Sabbatia  Campestri% 

Jaborandi,  Sandal  Wood, 

Jamaica  Dogwood,  Sarracenia  Flava, 

Jamaica  PimentoLeaves,Sassy  Bark, 
Judas  Tree,  Saw  Palmetto, 

Juriballi,  Shepherd's  Purso, 

Kamala,  Sierra  Salvia, 

Kava  Kava,  Stylosanthee, 

Kooso  Flowers.         [ers.Simdew, 
Lilv  of  the  Valley  Fiow-Thapsia  Garganioa, 
LilV  of  the  Valley  Root,  Tomato, 


Manaca, 


Ephedra  Antisyphilitica,Mango  Bark, 

Eucalyptus  Globulus,      Mango  Frui^ 

Evening  Primrose, 

Ginger,  Mexican. 

Grindelia  Robusta, 

Grindelia  Squarrosa, 

Guaco  Leaves, 

Guarana, 

Helianthella, 

Honduras  Bark, 

Uorsemint, 


Manzanita  Leaves, 
Mercury  Weed, 
Mistletoe, 
Musk  Root, 
Paraguay  Tea, 
Pulsatilla, 
Quebracho  Bark, 
Quinine  Flower, 
Rlius  Aromaticat 


Tonga, 
Urechites  Subereda. 
Ustilago  Maidis 
Vaccinum  Crassifalfaii% 
Vervain,  White. 
Wild  Bergamot, 
Yerba  Buena, 
Yerba  Del  Manza, 
Yerba  Del  Polo^ 
Yerba  Reuma, 
Yerba  Santa, 
Zoapatie. 


SUGAR  COATED  PILLS. 


Our  list  of  Sugar  Coated  Pills  of  the  Umted  States  and  British  Pharmacopoeias  compriaas 
most  of  the  officinal  and  popular  formulae  known  to  the  profession,  to  wMch  which  we  have  add- 
ed several  new  and  valuable  combinations.  Our  pills  are  made  entirely  by  hand,  from  the  poreit 
materials,  and  are  sugar  and  gelatine  coated  by  the  latest  and  most  approved  processes.  For  aola- 
bility,  regularity  in  shape,  and  beauty  of  finish,  they  are  excelled  by  none. 


Important. — Our  pills  being  coated  while  the  mass  is  yet  soft,  will  remain  so  for 
To  be  convinced  of  their  extraordinary  solubility,  it  is  only  necessary  to  open  a  few  of  them — Cat 
instance,  quinine,  chinchonidia,  or  blue  pills,  all  of  which  are  usually  found  in  fht  market  haid 
and  insoluble.    Note  also  the  rapidity  with  which  the  coating  is  dissolved  in  the  saliva. 


GELATINE  PHARMACEUTICALS. 

One  of  the  greatest  improvements  of  modem  pharmacy  is  tiie  use  of  Geladne  In  Tariooi 
forms  to  render  medicines  mare  sightly,  and  to  disgfuise  their  nauseous  taste.  This  has  given  die 
ori^n  to  the  Gelatine  Coated  Pill — a  full  line  of  which,  of  similar  formulae  to  our  sus^  coated 
pills,  will  be  found  on  our  list— and  also  tuthe  Hard,  and  the  Soft  Gelatine  Capsules.  We  are  dia- 
pensing  Hard  Capsules,  empty  and  filled.  The  Soft  Elastic  Capsules,  however,  are  from  the  na- 
ture of  their  formation,  always  filled  before  leaving  our  laboratory.  These  Capsnles  are  so  soft 
and  elastic  that  their  walls  may  be  brought  into- juxtaposition,  and  yet  they  will  regain  thdr  origp- 
inal  shape  aud  size  when  the  pressure  is  removed.    This  property  renders  them  very  easy  of  de- 

flutition,  and  they  will  slip  down  like  an  oyster  or  the  yoUc  ot  an  egg,  though  the  largest  of  thaot 
ave  a  capacity  of  half  a  nuidounce. 


•SPECIALTIES." 


Warburg's  Tinctcre, 
Solution  of  Slerotic  Add, 
Nitrite  of  Amyl  Pearls, 
Sanguis  Bo>nnus  Bxsiccatus, 
Liquor  Addi  Phosphorid, 


Liauor  Brgotae  Purificatns, 

Chior-An^yne, 

Tonga, 

Hoai^'Nan, 

Menthol, 


"       ««         ••        Compound,    Chaulmoogra  Oilf 
Soluble  Elastic  Oapsoles,  Ooxjun  Balsam. 


Goa  Powder, 
Crude  Petroleum  lCafla» 
Chian  Turpentine, 
Concentrated  Bxt  Witch 
Morure  or  Mercuria  Vegetal, 
Sugar  Test  Flasks, 
Empty  Gelatine  Oapcidet. 
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SURGICAL  CLINIC. 
CHICAGO  HOM(EOPATHIC  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

Service  of  Professor  A.  G.  Beebe  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

REPORTED  BY  WILLIAM  B.  CLARKE. 


Atheroma. — Our  first  case  to-day,  a  youth  of  fifteen,  com- 
plains of  a  painless  swelling  over  left  temple  near  the  outer  canthus 
of  the  eye,  about  the  size  of  an  English  walnut.  It  is  rather 
firm  under  pressure  but  doughy  and  semi-fluctuating.  When  six 
months  old,  his  mother  says  he  fell,  striking  this  spot.  A  small 
lump  formed  immediately  and  had  continued  unchanged  until 
about  a  year  ago  when  it  commenced  growing  larger.  This  is 
probably  a  cystic  growth  and  owes  ^ts  origin  to  the  injury  men- 
tioned. In  some  cases  these  cysts  are  filled  with  sebaceous  matter, 
in  which  case  they  are  called  Atheromata,  and  in  others  they  con- 
tain a  more  serous  or  mucoid  fluid. 

There  are  two  prominent  methods  for  operating  upon  such 
growths.  The  more  common  and  best  established,  consists  in 
enucleating  or  excising  the  tumor. 

This  is  only  objectionable  in  such  cases  as  this,  on  account  of 
the  cicatrix  which  would,  of  course,  result. 

The  other  consists  in  evacuating  the  contents  through  a  small 
aspirating  needle,  or  a  small  puncture  and  so  injecting  the  sac  as 
to  secure  adhesive  inflammation  and  obliteration  of  the  sac. 

Without  such  obliteration  the  sac  would,  of  course,  soon  re- 
fill, and  no  progress  would  be  made. 

We  will  undertake  to  cure  this  by  the  latter  method  ;  and  as 
the  contents  seem  very  thick,  will  make  an  opening  with  the  bis- 
tourie.  This  incision  will  of  course  be  much  smaller  than  would 
be  required  in  enucleating  the  tumor  ;  and  if  it  is  made  in  the  di- 

7  . 
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rection  of  the  natural  folds  of  the  skin  will  leave  no  scar  which  will 

• 

be  noticeable.  There  is  one  form  of  tumor  which  might  possibly 
occur  at  this  point  which  it  would  be  important  to  recognize  be- 
fore attempting  any  operation.  I  refer  to  meningocele  or  enceph- 
alocele.  It  is  true  this  is  an  unusual  site  for  such  herniae,  but  not 
impossible.  The  early  origin  and  the  abrupt  margins  which  can 
be  felt  about  this  growth,  as  if  there  were  an  opening  in  the  skull 
make  us  think  of  such  a  possibility. 

If  this  were  the  case  presistent  pressure  would  reduce  the  size 
of  the  tumor  and  would  produce  pain  or  vertigo,  from  cerebral 
compression.  No  such  symptoms  are  developed,  however,  nor  does 
he  observe  that  the  size  of  the  growth  is  subject  to  any  fluctuations 
from  any  cause  whatever. 

We  now  puncture  the  sac  and  force  out  about  a  half  oui^ce 
of  matter  which  has  precisely  the  appearance  of  softened 
brain  tissue  ;  but  having  carefully  established  our  diagnosis  we  are 
not  to  be  disturbed  by  this.  Having  thoroughly  evacuated  the 
sac  and  washed  it  out,  we  now  inject  about  ten  minims  of  ninety- 
five  per  cent,  carbolic  acid  and  let  it  remain.  The  wound  is  dressed 
with  a  compress  of  absorbent  cotton  kept  in  place  by  a  roller  band- 
age, and  the  patient  directed  to  report  in  three  days  to  the  House 
Physician.  

Case  17,171. — This  man,  thirty-four  years  of  age,  has  an  ulcer 
on  the  uper  lip,  at  the  median  line,  about  half  an  inch  in  diameter^ 
This,  he  says,  is  of  about  six  years'  duration,  and  started  from  a 
blow  received  from  a  lunatic.  An  ulcer  of  this  size  and  of  this 
duration  and  in  this  place^  could  be  but  one  of  two  things,  viz., 
Lupus  or  Epithelioma.  This,  if  it  were  Epithelioma  would  be  thick 
and  protuberant,  involving  the  tissue  pretty  deeply  and  would 
probably  have  reached  a  much  larger  growth  .by  this  time.  Besides 
it  is  very  unusual  to  find  Epithelioma  upon  the  upper  lip.  This 
ulcer  is  flat  and  not  deep  or  much  indurated.  The  scab  being  re- 
moved shows  a  cicatricial  centre  but  the  margins  elevated  some- 
what and  inverted.  This,  then,  we  pronounce  a  case  of  Lupus. 
But  there  are  several  varieties  of  Lupus,  and  you  naturally  enquire 
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to  which  of  these  varieties  does  this  belong.  You  will  find,  if  you 
attempt  to  examine  the  authorities  on  this  subject,  a  great  deal  of 
confusion  as  to  the  definition  and  classification  of  these  forms  of  dis- 
ease; but  for  our  present  purpose,  it  is  sufficient  to  remember  there 
are  two  or  three  prominent  types.  First,  Lupus  exedens^  or  exul- 
cerans  (vorax),  which  is  characterized  by  infiltration  and  subse- 
quent ulceration  and  progressive  destruction  of  tissue.  Second 
Lupus  vulgaris  or  non-exedens^  which  does  not  ulcerate,  but  re- 
mains comparatively  quiescent,  but  gradually  obliterates  the  ele- 
ments of  the  derma,  excepting  the  connective  tissue.  Olosely  allied 
to  this  is  the  Lupus  erythematodes,  a  more  rapidly  progressive  form 
of  the  same.  And  third.  Rodent  Ulcer,  which  has  by  some  been 
classed  among  the  true  cancers,  and  by  others  as  one  form  of  Lupus. 
The  case  before  us  corresponds  more  closely  with  this  latter  than 
with  either  of  the  others,  but  is  exceptional  in  the  slowness  of  the 

growth. 

As  to  the  prognosis,  this  diseas  is  always  progressive,  and  nev- 
er disappears  spontaneously;  but  results  in  death,  ultimately,  un- 
less controlled  by  surgical  means. 

As  to  the  treatment; — while  many  methods  have   been  tried, 

none  have  been  found  more  successful  than  the  one  known  as  He- 
bra's  method.  This  consists  in  thoroughly  plowing  out  all  the  dis- 
ease infiltration  in  the  borders  of  the  ulcer  with  a  pointed  crayon  of 
pure  nitrate  of  silver.  Wherever  the  disease  exists  the  tissue 
breaks  down  readily  before  the  caustic,  and  in  consequence,  all  the 
alveoli  containing  the  morbid  exudate  may  be  searched  out  and  de- 
stroyed. We  will  proceed,  to  apply  this  method  to  the  present  case. 
The  pain  following  this  operation  is  severe,  and  lasts  three  or  four 
hours  and  is  the  only  objectionable  feature  of  this  method.  This 
may,  however,  be  greatly  mitigated  by  a  free  use  of  glycerine  and 
carbolic  acid,  in  the  proportion  otsix  to  one^  as  a  dressins;  for  the 
first  day.  As  soon  as  the  eschar  produced  clears  away,  the  opera- 
tion should  be  repeated,  so  long  as  any  evidence  of  disease  is  to  be 

discovered.  Even  after  complete  recovery  has  taken  place,  the  part 
should  be  carefully  watched  for  a  long  time  to  guard  against  re- 
currence. 
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There  are  some  forms  or  localities  in  which  excision  would  be 
the  preferable  operation.  In  Lupus  erythematodes,  I  have  had 
very  good  results'from  the  local  application  of  a  saturated  solution 
of  Iodine  crystals  in  boiling  carbolic  acid.  The  same  is  true  of  Lu- 
pus vulgaris — (non-exedens.) 


Case  17,182. — This  boy,  eight  years  of  age,  you  will  remember, 
was  operated  upon  two  w6eks  ago  for  congenital  phimosis  and  ad- 
hesion of  the  prepuce  to  the  glans.  He  is  brought  back  now  for  the 
removal  of  the  suture.  This  you  recollect,  was  a  continuous  suture 
of  fine  silk-worm  gut.  The  incision  has  entirely  healed,  but  con- 
siderable oedema  still  remains.  This  will  soon  disappear  after  the 
removal  of  the  suture.  The  adherent  surfaces  have  been  prevented 
from  re-adhering,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  no  cicatrix 
will  be  observable. 

Taking  hold  of  the  long  end  of  the  suture  the  knot  is  lifted  into 
sight  and  the  loop  clipped  on  the  opposite  side,  when  the  stitch  slips 
out  without  the  slightest  trouble.  The  operation  of  removing  the 
the  sutures,  especially  in  a  young  child,  and  where  several  (the  in- 
terrupted) are  employed,  is  sometimes  as  difficult  (or  more  so)  than 
the  original  operation,  on  account  of  the  struggling  of  the  little 
patient,  who  naturally  has  an  uncontrollable  fear  oi  being  hurt. 
This  has  led  me  to  the  use  of  the  continuous  suture,  by  iVhich 
this  part  of  the  treatment  is  greatly  simplified. 


Case  16,891. — This  young  man  whom  you  have  seen  several 
times  before,  comes  to  show  us  the  result  of  our  treatment  of  his 
bursa  patellce.  You  will  remember  that  the  treatment  consisted  in 
evacuating  as  much  of  the  contents  of  the  bursa  as  possible  through 
a  No.  1  aspirator  needle  and  injecting  ten  minims  of  carbolic  acid» 
ninety-five  per  cent.  This  was  done  the  third  time  before  the 
cure  was  complete,  and  all  swelling  and  sensitiveness  disappeared. 
There  is  now,  as  you  see,  no  trace  of  the  trouble,  and  the  case  is 
dismissed,  cured,  having  escaped  much  more  easily  than  if  he  had 
been  subjected  to  the  ordinary  treatment  in  such  cases. 
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SANITARY  NOTES. 

A  VALUABLE  DISIKFECTAKT  FOR  SEWERS. 

It  has  been  discovered  that  the  best  disinfectant  for  sewer  gas- 
es is  the  washings  from  gas  works.  This  serves  a  double  purpose, 
that  of  annulling  the  poisonous  effect  of  the  sewer  gas,  and  at  the 
same  time  enabling  persons  having  defective  traps  to  detect  it  by 
the  strong,  pungent  odor  arising  therefrom,  nor^  while  sewer  gas, 
*lone;  almost  odorless,  permeates  the  building,  carrying  sickness  and 
death  with  it.  The  washings  from  water  gas  works,  at  least,  will 
not  clog  or  obstruct  even  the  smallest  of  sewers,  while  their  pres- 
ence, as  above  stated,  might  save  valuable  life.  ( Water  Gas  Jour- 
nal.) 

DEADLY  WELL  WATER. 

A  novel  suit,  which  will  test  the  responsibility  of  the  Brooklyn 
city  authorities  to  allow  water  in  a  pump  well  to  become  "stagnant, 
impure,  poisonous,  unclean,  and  dangerous  to  human  life  and 
health,"  is  pending  trial  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  city.  The 
plaintiff  is  John  Danaher,  a  resident  of  De  Kalb  avenue,  who  sues 
to  recover  $10,000  for  the  loss  of  his  sons,  Charles  M.,  aged  six 
years,  aud  Thomas  P.  Danaher,  eleven  years,  whose  deaths  were,  it 
is  alleged,  caused  by  drinking  impure  water  from  a  well  near  the 
plaintiff's  residence.  The  complainant  alleges  that  the  city  has 
charge  of  the  wells,  aud  therefore  should  prohibit  nuisances  in  them 
and  preserve  the  public  health.  Health  Commissioner  Raymond 
has  within  the  last  year  and  a  half  condemned  as  dangerous  the 
water  of  fifty  wells  of  which  thirty  have  been  closed  by  order  of 
the  Common  Council.  {Sanitarian.) 
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A   SANITARY  PRIMER.         * 

The  Sanitary  Engineer  says  that  the  government  of  India 
causes  a  sanitary  primer  to  be  used  in  the  schools.  One  hundred 
thousand  copies  of  the  publication  have  been  circulated  in  fourteen 
different  vernaculars. 

THE  SIPHONAGE  OF  SOIL  PIPE  TRAPS. 

A  series  of  experiments  have  been  made  by  Col.  Waring,  to 
test  the  comparative  advantages  of  the  various  traps  in  use,  and 
the  conclusion  arrived  at,  as  noted  in  the  Sanitary  News^  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  The  flow  of  drainage  through  a  four-inch  vertical  soil  pipe^ 
not  ventilated  at  the  top,  produces  a  very  strong  suction  on  branch 
pipes,  the  mouths  of  which  it  passes. 

2.  The  opening  of  the  four-inch  soil  pipe  at  the  top  practically 
prevents  such  suction,  even  when  the  upper  part  of  the  pipe  is 
seventy  feet  in  length,  and  circuit  uous  in  its  course. 

3.  If  each  bath-tub,  wash-basin,  sink,  etc,  wastes  by  an  inde- 
pendent outlet  to  a  branch  of  a  four  -inch  soil  pipe,  open  at  the  top, 
the  siphoning  of  even  ordinary  S  traps,  having  more  than  one  inch 
of  seal,  is  not  to  be  apprehended. 

4.  If  one  vessel  discharges  into  a  branch  leading  from  another 
vessel,  the  discharge  of  the  latter  may  produce  a  suction  on  the  S 
trap  of  the  former,  sufficient  nearly,  or  quite,  to  break  its  seal,  un- 
less of  unusual  depth. 

5.  When  the  conditions  are  the  same,  as  in  the  last  instance^ 
the  suction  is  not  sufficient  to  cause  the  ball  of  Bower's  trap  to 
drop  away  from  its  bearing,  nor  is  it  sufficient  entirely  to  remove 
the  water  from  traps  which,  like  Garland's  and  Cudell's  are  closed 
by  a  valve  bearing  vertically  downward  upon  its  seal. 

6.  Brandeis'  paragon  trap  showed  no  material  superiority  over 
the  S  trap.  The  wat^r,  under  strong  suction,  was  entirely  re- 
moved from  Nicholson's  trap,  but  its  mercury  was  not,  and  evi- 
dently could  not  be  disturbed. 

7.  Mott's  "anti  siphoning"  T  branch  of  the  soil  pipe  possesses 
no  material  advantage  over  the  ordinary  T  branch. 
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SANITARY  LEGISLATION  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Scientific  plumbers,  physicians,  and 
gentlemen  of  note,  has  been  appointed  to  prepare  a  plumbing  bill, 
similar  in  all  essential  points  to  those  of  New  York  and  Boston. 
A  Jobbing  ordinance  was  prepared  by  some  of  the  local  politicians 
which  if  it  had  been  passed  would  have  turned  over  the  control  ot 
legislation  into  the  hands  of  "the  ring."  Happily  this  was  defeat- 
ed, and  probably  before  this  gets  into  print  the  bill  prepared  by 
the  physicians  and  their  allies  will  have  become  a  law. 

VENTILATION  IN  SCHOOLS. 

Dr.  D.  F.  Lincoln,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Social  Science 
Association  of  Philadelphia,  on  "School  Hygiene,"  said  that  the 
best  system  of  ventilation  would  be  by  a  steam  fan.  "A  good  de- 
vice is  the  shaft  or  draught  chimney,  which  is  kept  'drawing'  by 
the  iron  smoke  flue  from  the  heater  which  passes  up  through  it. 
But  this  system  is  unreliable  in  mild  weather.  For  small  rooms 
with  stoves  it  is  feasible  to  have  each  stove  boxed  around  with  an 
iron  screen,  with  an  inlet  to  throw  fresh  air  iuto  this  box,  which 
passes  through  holes  into  the  room  when  warmed,  as  the  hot  air 
does  from  a  furnace.  A  large  amount  of  air  for  each  pupil  does  not 
necessarily  imply  good  air  in  the  absence  of  proper  means  for  re- 
plenishing the  supply.  Early  habits  of  reading  and  writing  should 
be  formed  very  carefully.  Seats  ought  to  be  chosen  so  as  to  avoid 
uncomfortable  and  awkward  positions.  Excessively  fine  maps  and 
fine  map  drawings  are  prejudicial,  and  the  position  of  windows  aud 
quantity  of  light  supplied  are  of  the  greatest  importance  to  pre- 
vent injury' to  the  eyesight  of  the  pupils."  {Sanitary  Engineer,) 

THE  MISSOURI  BOARD   OF  HEALTH. 

There  is  now  a  State  Board  of  Health  in  Missouri.  Of  the 
seven  persons  who  constitute  the  Board,  five  must  be  physicians 
and  graduates  of  respectable  medical  colleges.  There  is  no  discrini' 
ination  between  different  schools  of  medicine. 

SANITARY  TREATMENT  OF  TYPHOID  FEVER. 

The  Boston  Board  oflHealth  has  given  some  warnings  on  this 
subject.    It  advises  that  the  patient  be  placed  in  a  room  apart  from 
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the  other  inmates  of  the  house,  and  nursed  as  far  as  possible  by  one 
person  only.  All  window  and  table  drapei^  should  be*  removed, 
and  the  furniture  should  be  such  as  would  permit  of  cleansing  with- 
out injury.  All  vessels  used  for  receiving  the  discharges  of  the  pa- 
tient should  constantly  contain  some  disinfecting  fluid.  A  five  per 
cent,  solution  of  chloride  of  zinc  is  recommended  as  being  without 
odor  or  stain.  Closets  etc.,  should  be  disinfected  daily  with  a  solu- 
tion of  copperas  (2  lbs  to  the  gallon  of  water).  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  best  sanitarians  that  the  ejecta  of  typhoid  patients  should  be 
not  only  disinfected,  but  buried  ;  and  that  it  is  not  safe  to 
empty  them  into  the  common  closet  or  cesspool. 

THE  FRENCH  DECREE    CONCERNING     THE     WORK     OF     CHILDREN     IN 

FACTORIES. 

The  Sanitarian^  quoting  from  the  Journal  de  Medicine  de 
Paris^  says:  "Children  are  prohibited  from  work  in  the  following 
kinds  of  factories  in  France  by  special  decree,  1882:  In  the  manu- 
facture of  salicylic  acid  from  carbolic  acid,  {Vacide  phenique\  on  ac- 
count of  the  corrosive  vapors,  the  manufacture  of  celluloids  and  sim- 
ilar  products  on  account  of  hurtful  vapors,  and  the  danger  of  ex- 
plosions, and  of  being  burned  ;  in  shops  for  the  manufacture  of  ar- 
ticles from  celluloid  and  from  similar  substances,  on  account  of  the 
danger  oi  explosions  and  of  being  burned  ;  the  manufacture  of  the 
chloride  of  sulphur,  on  account  of  the  noxious  vapors. 

THE  HEALTH    DEPARTMENT    OF  CHICAGO. 

lu  his  annual  message  to  the  city  council  of  Chicago,  Mayor 
Harrison  pays  a  justly  deserved  compliment  to  the  Health  Depart- 
ment of  Chicago.  In  speaking  of  the  movement  of  immigration  to 
and  through  Chicago,  in  connectian  with  the  small-pox  outbreak, 
he  says:  ''It  should  be  remembered  to  the  credit  of  Chicago  that 
no  case  was  ever  pa-sed  along,  but  was  immediately  removed  and 
cared  for.  Three  thousand  six  huBclred  and  eleven  cases  have  been 
reported  during  the  year,  of  which  number  one  thousand  and  fif- 
ty-fi.ve  were  treated  in  hospital.  The  labor  imposed  upon  the 
Department  of  Health  in   this   work  alone  has  been   great  and  of 
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a  peculiarly  trying  nature,  but  has  been  so  efficiently  and  quietly 
performed*  that  our  laige  commercial  interests  have  not  been  im- 
periled, our  schools  have  not  been  interrupted,  nor  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  our  citizens  disturbed.  There  have  been  one  hundred 
and  sixteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  vaccinations  made  by 
the  department  during  the  year,  and  this  work  also  has  oftentimes 
been  surrounded  by  peculiar  difficulties."  {Sanitary  News.) 

NEGLIGENCE  IN  CINCINNATI. 

Cincinnati  is  the  only  large  city  east  of  the  Mississippi  that 
either  has  not  or  does  not  contemplate  having  a  set  of  rules  regu- 
lating plumbers'  work.  This  being  the  case,  the  plumbers  have  it 
all  their  own  way,  and  the  majority  of  the  work  done  is  said  to  be 
Vretched  in  the  extreme.  The  present  Board  of  Health  has  been 
used  for  political  purposes  to  such  an  extent  that  a  bill  has  been 
presented  to  the  State  Legislature  aiming  at  its  abolishment.  A 
city  without  plumbing  regulations  and  without  a  health  depart- 
ment is  fortunately  an  anomaly  in  these  days  of  progressive  sani- 
tary reform. 

CREMATION  IN  CHICAGO. 

A  company  has  been  organized  with  a  capital  of  $100,000, 
kn<^n  as  the  ^'Cremation  Society  of  the  Northwest."  The  object 
of  this  corporation,  as  may  be  imagined,  is  the  prosecution  of  cre- 
mation as  the  only  sanitary  method  of  disposing  of  the  dead  ;  and 
a  crematory  will  probably  soon  Ije  erected  near  Chicago  to  serve  the 
purposes  of  the  society.  There  are  no  national  laws  to  hamper  the 
movements  of  such  an  organization,  as  there  are  in  Great  Britain  ; 
and  crematian  is  gradually  coming  into  use  in  our  midst. 

SANITARY  EXHIBITION  IN  BERLIN. 

The  Sanitary  Exhibition  of  Berlin  was  held  in  the  new  build- 
ings on  May  1st,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Emperor  ,the  Empress, 
and  the  Crown  Prince. 

A  KANSAS  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

A  special  committee  has  charge  of  a  proposed   bill  to  create  a 
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State  Board  of  Health.    This  committee  is  composed  exclusively  of 
physicians.  ^ 

PRIZE  FOR  THE  SOLUTION  OF  THE  QUESTION   AS  TO  THE  PREVENTION 

OF  POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS. 

The  King  of  Saxony  offers  a  prize  of  a  silver  ''jardiniere,"  with 
Nine  hundred  marks,  to  be  awarded  by  the  German  Fishery  Conir 
mission  for  the  best  essay  on  the  ''Pollution  of  Water  Courses,  and 
its  prevention,  with  special  reference  to  the  maintainance  of  the 
life  and  health  of  fish." 

Essays  are  to  be  sent  to  Dr.  P.  Boerner,  8,  Burgrafen  Strasse, 
Berlin  W.,  before  December  31st,  1884,  from  whom  further  infor- 
mation may  be  obtained.  {Surgical  Reporter,) 

Cremation  in  Japan. — Cremation  is  becoming  very  general' 
in  Japan,  and  at  the  present  time  the  number  oi  bodies  disposed  of 
in  this  way  is  about  9,000  every  year.  The  cremation  chamber  is 
built  of  stone,  and  has  a  very  tall  chimney  which  makes  it  look  like 
a  factory.  In  the  vestibule  are  a  number  of  red  earthenware  urna 
and  small  shovels,  which  the  relatives  of  the  deceased  purchase  to 
collect  the  ashes  of  the  defunct.  Behind  this  vestibule  are  four 
chambers,  the  largest  of  which  is  decorated  with   granite  columns. 

The  bodies  are  burned  in  this  chamber  at  the  rate  of  one^en 
(about  38.  6d.)  each,  but  the  families  that  wi^h  to  have  a  private 
cremation  have  to  pay  five  yens.  After  the  funeral  ceremony  has 
been  held  at  the  house  of  the  defunct,  the  body  is  moved  to  the 
place  of  cremation,  and  watched  over  by  a  priest  until  eight  in  the 
evening  when  the  fire  is  lighted,  and  burns  all  night.  At  six  in 
the  morning  the  ashes  are  collected  and  placed  in  an  urn,  which  is 
interred  often  with  much  pomp  at  the  crematory.  No  unpleasant 
odor  is  emitted,  either  during  or  after  the  operation  and  this  is  at- 
tributed to  the  high  chimney.  The  simplicity  of  the  process  is  re- 
markable, and  it  answers  the  purpose  as  well  as  the  more  complicat- 
ed and  expensive  methods  resorted  to  in  Europe.  The  building -it- 
self is  hedged  in  by  fences  of  bamboo-canes  and  red  camellias. — 
(Sanitary  Record.) 


1883J  SANITARY  NOTES.  107 

German  Law  against  Poisonous  Colors. — The  following  is  an 
abstract  from  the  6erni|n  law  which  went  into  operation  on  April 
1: — (The  use  of  poisonous  colors  for  the  manufacture  of  food  pro- 
ducts or  articles  of  food  intended  for  sale  is  prohibited.  The  fol- 
lowing substances  by  this  law  are  excluded:  antimony,  (oxide  of 
antimony),  arsenic,  barium,  (except  sulphate  of  baryta),  lead,  chro- 
mium, (except  pure  chromic  oxide),  cadmium,  copper,  mercury, 
(except  cinnabar),  zinc,  tin,  gumboge,  picric  acid.  2;  The  preserv- 
ing and  packing  of  food  stuffs  or  food  products  intended  for  sale  in 
wrappers  colored  with  the  colors  already  cited,  or  in  barrels  in 
which  the  poisonous  color  is  so  employed  that  the  poisonous  color- 
ing matter  can  pass  into  the  contents  of  the  barrel,  is  prohibited. 
3; — The  employment  of  these  poisonous  colors  in  the  manufacture^ 
of  playthings,  (with  the  exception  of  varnish  and  oil-paints  made  of 
zinc-white  and  chrome-yellow)  is  prohibited.^  4; — The  use  of  colors 
prepared  with  arsenic  for  the  manufacture  of  paper  hangings,  as 
well  as  that  of  pigments  containing  copper  prepared  with  arsenic, 
and  of  matters  containing  similar  colors  for  the  manufacture  of  ma- 
terials for  deers,  is  prohibited. 

The  Bath,  and  its  Neglect. — The  Sanitary  News  calls  the 
attention  of  its  readers  to  this  most  important  subject.  '*The 
bath,"  it  says,  "was  so  highly  appreciated  in  ancient  Rome  that  the 
great  halls  of  the  public  bath  houses  generally  contained  statues  of 
the  gods  representing  mental  and  physical  vigor;  as  Hercules,  the 
emblem  of  strength,  HygeiA,  of  health,  and  Esculapius  of  medicine. 
So  universal  was  the  use  of  the  bath  and  skin  manipulations,  that, 
as  Pliny  declares,  for  six  hundred  years  Rome  had  no  physicians." 
This  state  of  affairs  should  be  contrasted  with  the  present,  when 
notwithstanding  our  vaunted  enlightenment  upon  hygienic  science, 
the  very  rudiments  of  health  are  grossly  neglected.  Public  baths 
now  are  few.  "If  people  would  bathe  oftener,  indeed  every  day,  the 
aggregate  happiness  of  the  world  would  undoubtedly  be  increased 
as  well  as  mental  and  physical  strength."  The  News  now  turns 
from  this  general  to  a  more  special  admonition,  and  condemns  the 
practice  of  bathing  in    a    room  associated  with    a    water-closet. 
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"When  we  bathe  and  the  skin  is  exposed,  poisonous  gases  are  cer- 
tainly absorbed  as  readily  as  they  would  be.  taken  into  the  lungs 
with  the  breath.  The  best  place  for  the  bath-tub  is  in  the  bed 
chamber,  and  so  conveniently  placed  that  it  can  be  used  on  rising 
from  bed  in  the  morning.  The  bath-tub  filled  with  clear  fresh 
water  every  night  would  aid  in  absorbing  poisonous  gases." 

Meters  as  a  Prevention  of  Waste  of  Water. — The  author" 
ities  of  New  York  have  been  discussing  for  some  time  the  best 
means  to  prevent  the  great  waste  of  water.  The  Croton  aque- 
ducts cannot  supply  the  city  with  sufficient  regularity,  and  new 
reservoirs,  as  well  as  an  increased  number  of  pipes,  are  in  course  of 
erection.  But,  so  long  as  there  is  a  waste  of  water,  even  these  en- 
larged accommodations  will  not  suffice^  and  o  radical  means  of 
checking  the  waste  must  be  discovered  to  remedy  the  annual  drouth 
which  visits  the  deniisens  of  the  metropolis.  Cincinnati  has  its 
water-phone  system.  Providence,  Worcester  and  other  New  Eng- 
land towns  have  the  water-meter  system  in  full  working  order;  and 
it  is  to  this  system  that  the  authorities  are.  turning  for  enlighten- 
ment. The  only  valid  objection  that  could  be  raised  against  this 
system  is  that  by  charging  for  water  a  premium  might  be  placed 
on  uncleanliness.  This,  however,  is  met  by  a  correspondent  of  the 
Sanitary  Engineer^  who  says  :  '^As  to  the  danger  that  a  metered 
service  would  tend  to  prevent  any  considerable  number  of  people 
from  bathing,  etc.,  the  allowance  of  any  ample  quantity  of  water 
per  capita  for  all  legitimate  uses,  for  which  a  certain  specified  rate 
would  be  charged  whether  that  quantity  is  used  or  not,  but  what- 
ever quantity  would  be  used  in  addition  thereto,  to  be  paid  for  by 
measurement,  would  obviate  any  trouble  that  might  arise,  from  a 
sanitary  point  of  view,  consequent  upon  a  too  stringent  economy  in 
its  use.  *****  The  Providence  plan,  by  which  a  charge 
is  made  for  every  tap  and  fixture  unless  the  house  owner  elects  to 
accept  and  pay  for  a  meter,  it  being  understood  that  a  specified  tax 
shall  be  paid  whether  water  is  used  or  not,  but  only  the  excess  of 
this  specified  amount  to  be  charged  for  by  measurement,  is  an  ad- 
mirable one,  and  cannot  very  well,  in  my  opinion,  be  improved  up- 
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on-"    This  is  the  system  which,  it  is  highly  probable,  will  be  final- 
ly adopted  by  the  city  of  New  York. 

Cigarettes  and  Minors. — An  act  has  been  passed  by  the 
New  Jersey  Legislature  prohibiting  the  sale  of  cigarettes  to  minors 
under  sixteen  years  of  age.  The  penalty  for  violating  this  law  has 
been  fixed  at  $20. 

Injudicious  Study. — Dr.  Richard  McSherry,  in  an  eminently 
sensible  paper  in  the  Sanitarian  on  "Suicide  and  Homicide  under 
insidious  forms,"  says,  in  regard  to  what  he  calls  the  "educational 
craze":  Not  understanding  what  education  properly  is,  foolish  par- 
ents are  immolating  their  children  by  hundreds  and  thousands  an- 
nually  by  a  false  system  of  education.  Supposing  that  this  is  sole- 
ly a  matter  of  books  and  school  rooms.  Under  such  delusion  they 
exhaust  the  children's  brains  and  nervous  systems  with  complex 
and  multiple  studies,  and  ruin  their  bodies  by  protracted  imprison- 
ment. 'I  have  so  much  to  study  that  I  have  no  time  to  under, 
stand  f  was  the  plaintive  and  just  reply  of  a  little  girl  to  a  sharp  ad- 
monition from  her  teacher.  Thus  it  is,  that  boys  and  girls  grow 
up  with  a  smattering  of  everything  and  a  knowledge  of  nothing. 
*****  The  system  of  cramming,  now  nearly  universal, 
does  not  fit  the  young  man  for  a  useful  career  m  life,  nor  th«  young 
woman  .to  be  a  good  staunch  helpmeet.  *  *  *  The  evils 
are  noticed  in  all  quarters.  Some  of  the  prize  girls  soon  find  their 
way  to  insane  asylums.  *  *  *  Insanity  is  increasing  in 
Italy  somewhat  pari  passu  with  education ;  and  the  Scotch  school- 
masters announce  officially,  that  education,  as  directed  in  Scotland, 
is  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  children.  *  *  *  Parents 
who  do  not  wish  to  immolate  their  children,  daughters  especially, 
should  not  allow  them  to  devote  more  than  from  four  to  six  hours 
daily  to  brain  work.  *  *  *  When  a  person  studies  a 
little  and  well,  the  mind  is  better  nourished  than  when  hurried 
and  crammed. 

Pood  Adulteration. — In  a  paper  on  "Food  Adulteration," 
Prof.  A.  B.  Prescott  brushes  awav  a  current  soohism  that  as  many 
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adulterations  of  food  are  harmless  tricks  of  trade,  health  authorities 
need  not  meddle  with  them.  He  shows  that  the  English  law 
against  adulterations  has  been  much  more  effective  since  it  ceased 
to  excuse  adulterations  on  the  grouad  of  harmlessness,  and  urges 
that  to  permit  even  harmless  adulterations,  by  taking  away  firora 
consumers  the  right  or  power  of  choosing  their  food,  breaks  down 
one  of  the  great  safeguards  of  health." — Sanitarian. 

Supervision  of  Brothels. — It  is  proposed  to  place  the  wo- 
men  of  these  establishments  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  under  medical 
inspection.  Much  discussion  is  being  provoked  by  this  proposal, 
and  its  final  settlement  is  doubtful.  Much  might  be  said  for  and 
against  such  an  inspection,  and  the  question  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  to  settle  on  sccount  of  the  moral  and  social  interests  at 
stake. 

Water  and  Gas  Pipes  in  Alleys. — The  Nashville  Ameri- 
can suggests  that  in  extension  of  water  and  gas  pipes,  they  should 
be  laid  in  the  alleys  through  blocks  instead  of  in  the  streets,  and 
thus  avoid  the  annoyance  of  digging  up,  by  the  street-car  com- 
panies, the  gas  company,  and  the  water  works  department,  of  the 
middle  and  both  sides  of  the  street  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  /Sanitary  Engineer^  commenting  upon  this,  says:  **The 
plan  is  well  worth  considering  in  towns  which  are  laid  out  with 
alleys  in  the  rear  of  the  houses  in  every  block,  as  so  many  south- 
ern and  western  towns  are." 


Acceptable  Testimony. — Dr.  L.  A.  Bassett  writes  us  from 
Swanton,  Ohio,  April  20,  1883,  as  follows :  "Twenty  years  ago 
last  August  I  visited  you  at  Detroit,  and  upon  inquiry  by  me, 
you  told  me  that  you  thought  of  publishing  a  journal  in  the  in- 
terest of  Homoeopathy,  commencing  about  the  new  year.  I  gave 
you  my  name  as  a  subscriber. 

The  Observer  has  never  failed  to  reach  me  since  the  first 
number  printed,  and  I  think  that  I  can  show  every  number  for 
the  past  long  nineteen  years.   .  Who  can  say  as  much  V^ 
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ALLOPATHIC  MEDICINE.     WHAT  IS  IT  ? 

• 

The  allopathic  school  of  medicine  is  the  most  heroic,  con- 
fased  and  nnreliable  of  all  the  schools. 

Its  instrnments  are  of  every  degree  of  savagery,  its  drugs 
dangerous,  its  doses  enormous,  its  results  deadly.  It  hates  every 
other  system  of  practice.  Vain,  heartless  and  prejudiced,  it 
would  rather  kill  patients  secundum  artem^  than  save  one  life  by 
practical  common  sense. 

Its  disciples  wander  bewildered  in  medical  darkness,  and  can 
not  agree  among  themselves  in  their  views  of  disease  or  its  treat- 
ment.    Look  at  the  ridiculous  farce  of  a  medical  consultation! 

Could  the  people  see  it  as  the  initiated  do,  they  would  admit 
that  Garrick's  picture  of  the  laughable  "Consultation  of  Doctors" 
in  the  play  of  **Drearas  of  Delusions"  was  not  overdrawn. 

Alter  denouncing  Paracelsus  as  a  quacks  it  stole  his  ''quack- 
silver"  (Mercury) ;  after  calling  Jcnner  an  impostor,  it  adopted 
his  discovery  of  vaccination ;  after  calling  Harvey  a  ''humbug," 
and  dubbed  him  "circulator,"  it  was  forced  to  swallow  his  theory 
of  the  circulation  of  the  blood  ;  after  prosecuting  those  who  in- 
troduced lobelia,  allopaths  are  now  using  it  by  the  gallon,  ajid 
have  admitted  it  into  their  pharmacopoeia ;  while  deriding  Hah- 
nemann, they  are  quietly  pirating  his  best  principles. 

Thus  we  might  multiply  its  shameless  acts  ad  injiniturru 

"  The  great  success  of  quacks  u  owhig  to  the  real  q^iackei'y  oj' 
self  styled  regular  physicians^  The  man  who  deliberately  put 
that  on  paper  was  no  less  than  the  learned,  keen-sighted  author 
of  the  "Wealth  of  Nations,"  Dr.  Adam  Snith. 

The  beauty  of  girlhood,  the  flower  of  womanhood,  and  the 
glory  of  manhood,  under  the  influence  of  the  fatal  allopathic  dose 
have  passed  from  light  into  darkness.  How  many  would  to-day 
be  living  to  cheer  beloved  friends,  had  not  the  poison  armed  allo- 
path darkened  the  doorway ! 

"Slaughtered  in  the  quiet  sick-room,"  as  Dr.  Frank  said  of 
those  who  died  under  allopathy,  would  be  an  appropriate  inscrip- 
tion on  many  of  the  tombstones  in  our  church-yards. 
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To  show  that  allopathy  is  shaking  on  its  legs,  within  the 
past  three  years,  in  the  United  States,  nearly  live  thousand  allo- 
pathic physicians  have  become  homoeopaths,  and  many  have 
abandoned  the  profession  altogether. 

Dr.  D.  Dunlap  says  of  the  allopaths,  in  his  celebrated  work 
on  the  "Philosophy  of  the  Bath,  (p.  34),  It  would  seem,  however, 
as  if  it  were  their  peculiar  province  to  discourage  inquiry,  to  per- 
petuate mere  dogma  secure  a  reign  of  contented  mediocrity,  and 
punish  by  persecution  in  one  form  or  other,  any  one  who  would 
seek  to  disturb  their  dreary  dullness,  just  as  in  Gray's  elegy — 

'The  moping  owl  doth  to  the  moon  complain. 
Of  such  as,  wandering  near  her  secret  bower. 
Molest  her  ancient,  solitary  reign.' 

Hence  the  egotistical,  self-complacency  of  their  teachers,  and 
the  approbation  won  by  those  who  plod  patiently  along  the  sanc- 
tified highways  of  authority,  no  matter  how  barren  the  road  and 
comfortless  the  prospects  ;  and  the  intolerance  with  which  any 
turning  aside  from  established  sterility  is  regarded,  though  the 
richest  passures  of  science  lie  invitingly  open.  Hence,  too,  the 
fatal  ascendency  which  school  dogmatism  is  enabled  to  maintain, 
burthening  and  repressing  intellect  like  a  nightmare,  cramping 
its  energies  and  perverting  its  impulses.  Free  thought  becomes 
impossible,  mind  is  compelled  to  weary  itself  on  an  intellectual 
tread-mill — there  is  motion  to  be  sure  but  no  progress — nothing 
but  a  perpetual  revolution  ot  hazy  expositions,  and  pretentious 
elaboration  of  frivolous  verbiage,  while  great  principles  are  scorn- 
ed, nature  slighted  and  truth  anathematised.  For  the  last  ten 
centuries  at  least,  professors  have  been  doing  little  else  than 
splitting  straws,  blowing  bubbles,  and  giving  a  mighty  great  de- 
gree of  gravity  to  feathers  : 

"In  the  same  dull  room  we  see  them  creep. 
Profoundly  trifling — prolitlessly  deep, 
.  Treading  the  paths  their  sires  before  them  trod  — 
The  past  their  heaven — antiquity  their  god  I" 

That  we  are  not  alone  in  our  estimate  of  the  gross  imposture 
yclepedy  the  "Regular"  or  Allopathic  school,  we  append  a  few  of 
the  opinions  expressed  by  its  once  prominent  leaders,  to  show  : 

J.  Mason  Good,  author  of  a  "System  of  Nature"  writes,  "Al- 
lopathic medicine  is  a  barbarous  jargon,  and  its  reinediesh^Lwe  de- 
stroved  more  lives  than  war,  pestilence,  and  famine  combined." 
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Says  Dr.  Frank:  ''The  Government  looks  far  less  into  the 
dangerous  profession  of  medicine,  and  the  murders  committed  in  it, 
than  aflerihe  lowest  trades." 

Professor  Barker  testifies:  "There  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  as 
much  quackery  inside  the  allopathic  medical  profession  as  there  is 
outside  of  it." 

Dr.  Hosack  writes:  "Prussic  acid  has  destroyed  thousands." 

Professor  Patterson,  in  a  lecture,  declared  "He  shuddered  at 
the  murders  committed  by  ignorant  and  inexperienced  physicians." 

And  this  is  the  pseudo-regular  or  allopathic  practice  of  medi- 
cine!   A  lovely  system  truly! 

Condemned  by  its  own  followers  as  a  system  of  deception,  con- 
tradiction and  murder;  what  sane  person  can  believe  in  it?  Some 
lines  written  by  the  poet  Burns,  would  be  applicable  indeed  to 
future  allopathy,  viz: 

"I  am  a  bending,  aged  tree. 
That  long  has  stood  the  wind  and  rain; 
But  now  has  come  a  cruel  blast. 
And  my  last  hold  of  earth  is  gone; 
No  leaf  of  mine  shall  greet  the  spring. 
No  summer  sun  exalt  my  bloom ; 
But  I  must  lie  before  the  storm, 
And  others  plant  them  in  my  room. 

D.  D.  Bartholomew,  M.  D. 


The  Story  of  a  Stolen  Diploma  {Medical  Record.) — A 
Btadent  in  the  Medical  School  ot  Maine  a  year  ago  was  plucked 
at  his  final  examination.  His  diploma,  however,  had  been  made 
out  and  he  managed  to  get  posession  of  it.  The  party  then 
came  to  New  York  and  put  out  his  sign.  It  was  discovered  that 
things  were  not  as  they  should  be,  and  a  requisition  for  the  young 
doctor  was  served  on  th©<Governor  of  New  York.  It  was  not 
BQCcessfal,  however,  and  he  continued  to  practice.  A  short  time 
a^  he  returned  to  Bowdoin,  thinking  that  matters  were  settled. 
He  was  arrested  on  the  charge  of  larceny  and  placed  under  $100 
bonds  (which  raises  the  query  whether  this  is  the  legal  market 
Talne  of  a  diploma.)  He  declined  to  contend  and  was  ordered  to 
appear  later  and  receive  sentence. 

8 
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THE  CARE  OF  INFANTS. 

THE  SIXTEEN  DIRECTIO¥fl  OF  THE   PARIS  ACADEMY    OF  MEDICINE.      * 

The  Academy  of  Medicine  in  Paris  has  condensed  into  the  fol- 
lowing sixteen  propositions  the  most  important  hygienic  rules  for 
the  care  and  management  of  infants.  We  reproduce  them  here 
with  the  sincere  hope  that  all  mothers  and  nurses  will  commit 
them  to  memory. 

I.  During  the  first  year  the  only  suitable  nourishment  for  an 
infant  is  its  own  mother^s  milk,  or  that  of  a  healthy  wet  nurse. 
Suckling  should  be  repeated  every  two  hours — less  frequently  at 
night. 

II.  When  it  is  impossible  to  give  breast  milk,  either  from  the 
mother  or  a  wet  nurse,  cow's  or  goat's  milk,  given  tepid,  reduced 
at  first  one-half  by  the  addition  of  water  slightly  sweetened — and 
after  a  few  weeks  one-fourth  only,  is  the  next  best  substitute. 

III.  In  giving  milk  to  an  infant  always  use  glass  or  earthen- 
ware vessels,  not  metallic  ones,  and  always  observe  the  most  scrup- 
ulous cleanliness  in  their  management,  rinsing  used.  Always 
avoid  the  use  of  teats  of  cloth  or  sponge  so  frequently  einployed 
to  appease  hunger  or  quiet  crying. 

IV.  Avoid  carefully  all  those  nostrums  and  compounds  so  lib- 
erally advertised  as  superior  to  natural  food. 

V .  Never  forget  that  artificial  nourishment,  whether  by  nurS' 
ing  bottle  or  spoon  (without  the  breast),  increases,  to  an  alarming 
degree,  the  chances  of  producing  sickness  and  death. 

VI.  It  is  always  dangerous  to  give  an  infant,  especially  during 
the  first  two  months  of  its  life,  solid  food  of  any  kind — such  as 
bread,  cakes,  meats,  vegetables  or  fruit. 

VII.  Only  after  the  seventh  month,  and  when  the  mother's 
milk  is  not  sufficient  to  nourish  the  child,  should  broths  be  allowed. 
After  the  first  year  is  ended,  then  it  is  appropriate  to  give  light 
broths-  of  paps,  made  with  milk  and  bread,  dried  flour,  rice  and  the 
farinaceous  articles,  to  prepare  for  weaning.  A  child  ought  not  to 
weaned  until  it  has  cut  its  first  12  or  13  teeth^  and  then  only  when 
it  is  in  perfect  health. 

VIII.  A  child  shtuld  be  washed  and  dressed  every  morningi 
before  being  nursed  or  fed.  In  bathing  a  child  temper  the  wat^ 
to  the  weather,  carefully  cleanse  the  body,  and  especially  the  geni- 
tal organs,  which  require  great  cleanliness  and  care;  and  the  nead 
should  be  carefully  freed  from  all  scabs lind  crusts  which  may  form. 
Where  the  belly-band  is  used,  it  should  be  kept  up  at  least  one 
month. 

IX.  An  infant's  clothing  should  always  be  so  arranged  as  to 
leave  the  limbs  freedom  of  motion,  and  not  to  compress  any  part  of 
the  body. 

*   Translation  of  D.  G.  Holliday,  M.  D.,  in  Kew  OrUfma  Medieal  Journal^ 
Sanitarian,) 
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X.  An  infantas  clothiag  should  be  studiously  adapted  to  the 
weather ;  avoiding  at  all  times  exposure  to  the  injurious  effects  of 
sudden  changes  in  the  temperature  without  proper  covering  ;  but 
nurseries  and  sleeping  apartments  should  invariably  be  well  venti- 
lated. 

ft 

XI.  An  infant  should  not  be  taken  into  the  open  air  before  the 
15th  day  after  birth,  and  then  only  in  mild,  fair  weaf her. 

XII.  It  is  objectionable  to  have  an  infant  sleep  in  the  same 
bed  either  with  its  mother  or  nurse. 

XIII.  No  mother  should  be  in  too  great  a  hurrv  to  have  a 
child  walk  ;  let  it  crawl  and  accustom  itself  to  rising  on  its  feet  by 
^limbing  on  articles  of  furniture,  or  assisted  by  the  arms  of  a  care- 
ful attendant.  Great  care  should  be  taken  in  the  too  early  use  of 
baby-wagons,  etc. 

Xiy.  No  trifling  ailments  in  infants,  such  as  colics,  frequent 
Tomitiag,  diarrhoea,  coughs,  etc.,  should  be  neglected — a  physician's 
advice  should  be  at  once  obtained. 

XV.  In  cases  of  suspected  pregnancy,  either  of  mother  or 
nurse,  the  child  should  be  weaned  at  once. 

XVI.  A  child  ought  to  be  vaccinated  after  the  fifth  month,  or 
earlier,  should  small-pox  be  prevalent. 


A  CoNPiDBKT  CoBRESPONDENT  {Medicol  Record.) — Dr.  J.  0. 
Davy,  of  Springfield,  O.,  is  safe  in  prophesying  the  following : 
**In  one  of  the  February  numbers  of  the  Medical  Age  is  an 
article  on  typhoid  fever,  in  which  the  writer  gave  expression  to 
the  following  sentiment :  ^Typhoid  fever  is  a  disease  which  is 
uncontrolled  and  uncontrollable,  and  any  one  who  says  he  can 
abort  an  attack  or  cut  short  the  disease  after  it  has  passed  the 
forming  stage  is  either  a  knave  or  aJ^ooV 

*'Has  not  the  doctor  placed  himself  in  similar  situation  to 
the  animal  that  attempted  to  make  a  sky-rocket  of  a  locomotive  ? 
Well  I  the  result  was  in  no  way  commendable  to  the  animal  for 
his  judgment.  It  is  very  true  the  medical  profession  of  the 
world  of  to-day  regard  the  sentiment  quite  correct  and  endorse 
moet  heartily  bis  strong  diction,  but  all  that  will  not  prove  the 
trnthfalness  of  his  assertion  any  more  than  the  maledictions 
which  were  hurled  at  Galileo  proved  that  the  world  was  flat.  A 
thing  may  be  regarded  impossible  to-day  and  next  year  quite 
jNractical.  Within  the  next  flve  years  typhoid  fever  will  be  con- 
trolled almost  as  easily  as  remittent  or  marsh  fever  of  to-day. 
A  patient  can  be  gotten  into   a  convalescent  condition  in  from 
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four  to  six  days  after  the  following  symptoms  are  fully  developed : 
temperature,  105  ® ;  pulse,  100  or  120  per  minute ;  the  nervous 
symptoms  with  delirium  well  marked ;  tongue,  dry,  cracked ; 
articulation,  quite  indistinct;  bowels,  tympanitic,  tender,  and 
gurgling ;  diarrhoea  of  oclire-colored  stools,  etc.  Ninety  per 
cent,  of  such  cases  can  be  gotten  up  and  about  their  rooms  in 
from  twelve  to  eighteen  days  by  proper  medication.  Fully 
ninety  per  cent,  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  can  be  aborted  if  med- 
ication is  properly  commenced  before  the  patients  take  to  their 
beds.  True,  this  sounds  like  the  prattle  of  one  suffering  from 
mental  hallucifTations,  hut  time  will  tell  toko  are  in  the  fog^ 

Granulated  Milk  is  made  by  subjecting  milk  to  a  temper- 
ature of  130  ^  until  the  watery  part  has  been  evaporated.  It  is 
then  granulated  and  sugar  is  added,  when  it  looks  like  corn  meal. 
The  evaporated  milk  is  not  as  solid  as  condensed  milk,  and  when 
water  is  added  it  cannot  be  distinguished  from  natural  milk. 

Interesting  Sanitary  Experiment  (Medical  Record.) — ^An 
interesting  debate  took  place  in  the  Italian  Parliament  recently 
on  the  employment  of  convicts  in  agricultural  operations,  which 
have  been  going  on  for  some  years  at  the  Abbey  of  the  Tre  Foa- 
tane  in  the  Roman  Campagna,"  under  the  direction  of  the  Trap- 
pists.  The  object  with  which  these  works  were  started  was  to 
ascertain  if  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  would  result  in  purifying 
the  air  of  the  campagna,  the  general  opinion  being  that  the  ma-^ 
laria  is  caused  by  atmospheric  influences  unsusceptible  of  modi- 
fication. The  results  so  far  have  been  most  satisfactory.  At 
first  the  monks  were  obliged  to  live  within  the  city  walls  daring 
the  bad  season,  but  since  the  ground  has  come  under  cultivation^ 
and,  above  all.  since  the  Eucalyptus  globulus  has  been  planted 
on  a  large  scale  in  the  neighborhood,  the  Abbey  has  been  inhabi- 
ted all  the  vear  round,  and  the  fevers  from  which  its  inmates  - 
still  sometimes  suffer,  are  of  a  mild  character,  and  rarely  fatal; 
whereas  at  the  outset  somethinoj  like  a  fourth  of  the  little  com- 
munity  succumbed  every  year.  The  debate  proved  that  the 
health  of  the  two  hundred  and  eighty  convicts  employed  on  the 
works  was  satisfactory,  the  average  annual  deaths  from  malaria 
not  exceeding  three.  The  government  has  lately  made  a  verjl 
large  grant  of  land  in  perpetuity  to  the  Trappists,  who  hai 
already  planted  on  it  no  fewer  than  one  hundred  thonsaiid  Ew 
lyptus  trees,  which  are  all  doing  well. 
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A  Prospect  of  Cholera  in  the  Southwest  this  Summer 
fedical  Hecord.)— -Dr.  Lndeking,  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Health 
St.  Louis,  has  fonnd  that  cholera  ravaged  that  city  in  1849 
d  in  1866,  and  was  each  time  preceded  by  very  high  water  in 
8  Mississippi.  As  another  seventeen  years  has  passed,  and  the 
emonitory  high  water  is  at  hand,  he  will  not  be  astonished  if 
e  disease  becomes  epidemic  again  next  siunmer.  It  must  be 
ded,  he  says,  that  before  the  cholera  made  its  appearance  in 
e  West,  it  each  time  visited  Asia,  and  thus  far  Asia  is  uncom- 
only  free  from  it.  The  latter  statement,  sad  to  say,  is  not  true, 
dging  from  recent  accounts. 

Treatment  of  Whooping  Cough  with  Eucalyptus  (MeTnor- 

iUen,  November  15,   1882.     Medical  Record). — Dr.  Witthauer  re- 

rts  four  cases  of  pertussis,  treated  with  tincture  of  Eucalyptus 

obulus,  which  recovered  in  a  little  over  three  weeks.    The  dose 

r  children  from  two  to  four  years  of  age  was  5-8  drops.    One  of 

e  patients,  eighteen  months  old,  suffered  from  well-marked  ric-. 

ts.      After  taking  the  Eucalyptus  for  four  weeks,  not  only  was 

e  whooping  cough  cured,  but  the  enlarged  epiphyses  were  reduced^ 

.d  the  child,  who  had  never  before  attempted  to  stand  on  its  feet, 

imed  to  walk. 

Tasteless  Medicines. — An  old  colored  man  saw  a  sign  in 
drug  store  which  read  ^'Tasteless  Medicines."  Looking  in  at 
8  **pizenmixer,"  as  he  called  him,  he  said  :  "Dat  am  de  bes' 
vice  I  ever  got — taste  less  medicines,"  and  hurried  away,  just 
time  to  dodge  a  package  which  was  thrown  after  him. 

A  Medical  Epigbam  (Medical  Record,) — It  was  Garrick  who 
•ote  the  epigram  on  Sir  John  Hill,  viz. : 

"For  physic  and  farces 

His  equal  there  scarce  is  ;^ 
His  farces  are  physic, 
His  physic  a  farce  is." 
Reading  Biographies  {Medical  Record.) — Dr.  B.  W.  Rich- 
ison,  in  recommending  to  students  the  reading  of  biographies, 
fs:  **A  man  who  will  begin  as  a  student  to   learn  the  lives  of 
sat  men  of  the  past,  and  will    pass  from   one  life   to  another 
jnlarly  until  he  has   made  as   many  of  the   great  ones  of  the 
3t  his  bosom  friends  as  he  can,  will  at  all  times  be  miles  in  ad- 
nce  of  other  men  who  have  made  no  such  friendships." 
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PBOF.  S.    LILIPNTHAL,  M.  D.,  KFW  YORK  CITY,  FDITOS. 


SUCCESSFUL  APPLICATION  OP  MASSAGE  IN  PHLEGMA- 
SIA ALBA  DOLENS. 

BY  Dr.   KoCHlffANN. 


Mrs.  L.  recoDvalescent  from  puerperal  fever,  took  suddenly 
sick  Jan.  30,  ^83,  with  fever  and  pain  in  left  leg,  which  incireased 
towards  morning.  At  my  visit  I  found  temp.  38.5,  pulse  96,  pain- 
ful OMlema  of  the  entire  left  lower  extremity,  and  below  the  liga- 
mentum  Ppuparti,  in  the  fovea  ovalis  a  tense  tumor  of  the  size  of 
a  pigeon^s  e^g.  Diagnosis:  Phlegmasia  alba  dolens,  in coQseqaence 
of  thrombosis  of  the  crural  vein.  After  giving  the  indicaied  puigft- 
tive,  massage  was  applied.  I  raised  the  leg  on  a  plane  so  that  tha 
toes  were  higher  than  the  head  of  the  patient.  Then  from  the  toet 
upward,  at  first  with  slight,  but  gradually  increasing  pressure  ( 
massaged  the  leg,  especially  the  lower  muscles  of  the  thigh,  the  ad- 
ductors, which  were  most  voluminous  and  painful  and  by  their 
weight  pulled  on  the  tumor.  Massage  from  below  and  inside  up- 
wards and  outwards,  after  that  a  bag  of  sand  was  kept  under  fli* 
foot,  so  that  circulation  improved  and  pain  decreased.  The 
procedure  was  repeated  in  the  evening,  followed  by  a  wet  pidlj 
around  the  affected  extremity,  a  wet  bandage  being  first 
applied  from  below  upwards,  covere<l  with  oiled  silk,  and  the  whi 
with  batting.  Next  morning  I  found  the  bandage  and  bed 
oedema  greatly  decreased,  only  the  adductors  were  still  somewl 
swollen,  though  not  painful.  Temp,  normal.  Careful  massage  il 
very  mild  strokes  was  now  attempted,  as  I  still  feared  emi 
In  the  evening  the  same  procedure  was  repeated  and  infosam  it 
randi  (5  grm)  given.  On  the  fourth  day  of  this  treatment  patieM^ 
was  out  of  bed  and  the  tumor  reduced  to  one-third  its  fonner  ■"* 


I 
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To-day,  after  12  days,  the  tumor  has  disappeared  and  the  patient 
makes  attempt  to  walk,  supported  by  canes. — Allg.  Med.  Cent. 
Zeit  16. 1883.       

ON  ARTIFICIAL  ABORTUS. 

BT  DR.  BEKIGEE,  BBBLIN. 


Mrs.  N.,  mother  of  two  children,  suffered  1880  during  her 
pregnancy  with  excruciating  headache,  which  was  only  cured  after  a 
spontaneous  abortion.  1881  again  pregnant,  and  again  the  same 
headache  with  insomnia*  All  treament  failed,  and  the  woman  is 
mentally  depressed  and  worn  out.  Artificial  abortus  by  bougies. 
And  the  accoucheur  justifies  thetreatment,  though  life  was  not  yet 
threatened,  as  he  feared  a  continuation  of  the  pregnancy  might  lead 
to  mental  alienation.  Obstinate  vomiting  of  pregnancy  commonly 
yields  to  perfect  rest  in  a  horizontal  position,  and  especially  meals 
ought  never  to  be  taken  at  the  table.  In  rare  cases  cases  he  kept 
the  pregnant  woman  for  several  months  in  her  bed.  In  nephritis 
gravidarum  he  prefers  to  interrupt  pregnancy  to  prevent  disorgani- 
zation of  the  kidneys.  He  cites  two  observations,  lately  seen,  where 
towards  the  end  of  gravidity  high-graded  nephritis  had  existed  for 
a  long  time.  In  one  case  death  from  cardiac  paralysis  set  in  two 
hoars  after  labor  and  in  the  second  case,  though  the  first  three  days 
showed  some  improvement  death  came  on  the  eighth  day  with  all 
the  manifestations  of  nephritis.  Chorea  gravidarum  hardly  ever 
indicates  abortus,  as  the  disease  generally  ceases  with  the  cessation 
of  pregnancy.  We  have  here  nothing  to  do  with  pelvic  malforma- 
tions, otherwise  artificial  abortus  is  indicated  in  diseases  of  the 
mother,  endangering  life  immediately  or  during  the  course  of  preg- 
naney;  in  cases,  though  not  endangering  life  where  every  means 
fidled  to  alleviate  or  to  remove  continual  pains  and  sufferings;  in 
high  fever  in  consequence  of  septic  infection  through  the  foetus. — 
B.  M.  W.  15, 1883. 

m 

On  the  Action  of  Santonine. — Santonine  is  insoluble  in  wa- 
ter or  diluted  acids,  and  its  absorption  mostly  takes  place  through 
the  gastric  juice  by  lactic  acid,  and  none  of  it  comes  in  the  intestinal 
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canal  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  that  the  drug  comes  in 
immediate  contact  with  the  worms.  If  thus  applied  it  acts  with 
full  force  on  the  ascarides  and  when  applied  per  anum  the  oxyuris 
vermicularis  is  rapidly  destroyed.  Santonine  must  be  always  pre- 
scribed in  an  oily  emulsion,  as  thus  the  absorption  is  slower  and  its 
action  surer.  Not  a  trace  is  absorbed  by  the  stomach,  the  whole 
mass  enters  the  intestines  and  by  their  peristaltic  motions  spread 
over  a  larger  surface.  IJ  Santonine  0.2,  01.  Oliv.  60.0.  Ds.  One- 
fourth  at  a  dose,  to  which  may  be  added  one  drop  01.  Cinae  aetheie- 
um.  Where  purging  is  indicated,  Ol.Ricini  may  be  substituted  in 
part  for  the  olive  oil.  Starke  uses  part  of  olive  oil  and  part  pulver- 
zed  sugar  to  make  a  pasta  mollis,  which  can  be  given  in  capsules. — 
Med.  Neuigkeiten^  17^  1883. 


ON  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  MENSTRUAL  EXHALATIONS 
ON  THE  COURSE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

BY  DR.   THEODORE  CLEMENS,  FRANKFORT. 


The  injurious  influence  of  menstruating  women  and  girls  in 
all  manipulations  where  the  formation  of  mould  and  putrid  fermen- 
tation must  be  prevented,  is  well  known.    In  preserving  fruit,  in 
cellars  where  fermentation  is  going  on;  even  in  filling  bottles  with 
sensitive  wine  (Bordeaux)  the  presence  or  the  touch  of  a  menstra- 
ating  woman  is  positively  injurious.    The  Mosaic  laws,  rational 
eveii  in  our  days,  have  recognized  this  maxim,  and  among  Jews  and 
Orientals  a  woman  is  considered  useless  during  her  menses.    Itii  ■ 
therefore  astonishing  that  with  the  progress  of  hygienic  science  and 
of  the  dogma  of  disinfecting  the  sick  room,  nobody  ever  thought  of 
removing  menstruating  women  from  the  sick-room.  For  many  years 
I  gave  full  attention  to  this  point  and  found  that  in  infectious,  diseas- .' 
es,  and  in  affections  inclined  to  decomposition  of  the  blood  the  at- 
tendance of  a  menstruating  woman  at  the  sick-bed  is  decidedly  in-  ' 
jurious.     There  certainly  are  individual  differences,  and  blondes  ars  ; 
less  dangerous  than   brunettes.     In  croup,  scarlatina,  diphtheria,  '■• 
variola  and  typhoids,  I  am  very  particular  to  remove  menstruating  ^ 
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women,  whose  presence  is  especially  dangerous  in  affections  of  the 
throat  and  fauces.  In  tenement  houses  their  presence  is  sure  to 
aggravate  such  cases.  Physicians  whose  specialty  is  diseases  of 
children,  are  requested  to  lend  their  attention  to  this  point. — A.  M. 
C.  F.  29, 83. 

Condylomata  of  the  Pekis. — Prof.  Nussbaum  washes  small, 
flat  condylomata  of  the  penis  twicb  a  day  with  salt-water  and  dusts 
them  over  with  Calomel;  by  chemical  decomposition  corrosive 
Mercury  is  thus  formed  and  the  condylomata  disappear  without 
pain.  The  reason  that  an  ointment  of  Collodium  and  Corrosive 
Mercury  is' not  immediately  used,  may  be  found  in  the  painfulness 
of  such  application,  so  that  the  patient -is  obliged  to  keep  quiet, 
whereas  in  the  former  treatment  he  can  be  about. — B,  Med.  Blatter 
9. 1883. 

Ebosions  of  the  mamma  a  place  for  puerperal  infection. 
Spiegelberg  demonstrated  clearly  that  in  mastitis  the  morbific 
germs  are  carried  into  the  mamma  by  the  lacteal  ducts.  Kalten- 
bach  favors  the  idea  that  every  mastitis  is  caused  by  infection,  hence 
it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  mouth  of  the  babe,  the 
nipple  and  the  hands  of  the  nurse  must  be  kept  in  a  perfectly  clean 
'  state. — CentralbL  f,  Gt/ncec  5,  1883. 

Scabies  and  naphtol. — Kaposi  prescribes:    5  Naphtoli  puri 
*  15.0;  Ungu.  simpl.  100;  8apo.  vir.  50;  Creta  pulv.  5.0.    As  soon  as 
ibe  patient  enters  the  hospital,  the  ointment  is  rubbed  in  over  the 
whole  body  with  the  exception  of  the  head  and  neck,  and  especial- 
ly with  force  in  those  regions  preferred  by  the  acari  in  the  evening, 
and  left  in  his  blanket  during  the  night;  next  morning  a  hot  bath 
'  is  taken  and  after  being  dried   the  eczematous  skin  dusted  with 
^  rice  powder.    The  itching,  which  still  exists  may  be  ascribed  to  the 
exzema  far  more  than  to  the  scabies.    The  itch  needs  a  salve  of  10- 
15  per  cent.  Naphtol,  whereas  for  an  eczema  1-3  per  cent,  suffices: 
l^and  a  stronger  ointment  may  cause  a  severe  dermatitis.    We  must . 
therefore  strictly  difiFerentiate  between  scabies  and  eczema. — Allge. 
Med.  Centr.  Zeit.  16,  83. 
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'Differential  diagnosis  between  hysterical  paralysis  and 
POUO-HYELiTis  ANTERIOR. — Haghes  Bennet  (Lancefc  II,  20,  1882] 
comes  in  his  essay  to  the  following  conclusions:  1st.  In  most  cases 
etiology  ,  symptomatology  and  the  coarse  of  the  disease  give  iu 
hardly  any  hints  for  such  differentiation,  and  (2.)  still  in  relatioh  to 
therapeutics  such  a  differentiation  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 
(3.)  Physical  examination  alone  gives  us  light,  as  (4.)reflex  actions 
are  totally  absent  in  polio-myelitis,  sometimes  increased  in  hysteria, 
though  there  are  rare  exceptions  to  such  ruling.  (5.)  Reaction  tb 
the  electrical  current  is  in  polio-myelitis  lost  10  or  12  days 
after  setting  in  of  the  paralysis.  In  hysterical  paralysis  electrical 
reaction  remains  normal  or  may  even  be  increased. 

Dipsomania  and  alcoholism,  by  dr.  ch.  lasigue. — Dipsomi^ 
nia  and  chronic  alcoholism  are  quite  different  diseases.  It  is  tme 
that  in  both  diseases  we  find  abuse  of  alcohol,  but  they  totally  dif- 
fer in  etiology,  symptoms  and  course.  We  may  truly  affirm  thai 
a  dipsomaniac  will  never  suffer  from  chronic  alcoholism  nor  a  hab- 
itual drunkard  from  dipsomania. 

Dipsomania  does  not  develop  itself  on  a  basis  of  a  general  dis- 
position, but  connects  itself  with  a  grave  disturbance  in  a  peTSoii 
who  so  far  enjoyed  good  health.  It  develops  itself  rapidly  like  aaj 
other  bodily  disease.  The  highest  moral  qualities  fail  to  prevent  its 
coming.  The  characteristic  deliria  or  subdeliria  of  chronic  alco- 
holism are  never  observed  in  dipsomaniacs.  Sleep  is  excellent*  not 
disturbed  by  dreams  or  night-mare,  as  we  see  it  in  deliriam-tre- 
mens.  Hallucinations  are  never  observed  in  dipsomaniacs.  In  Ids^ 
mental  affection  he  may  be  classed  among  the  ^^Baisonnanti^^  witk 
paroxysmal  deliria.      Dipsomania  runs  its   course    in    irregolir 

attacks  without  any  particular  cause  needed  to  produce  it,  anlj 

ends  in  a  cachexia  peculiar  to  it  and  differing  from  that  of  chronio 

alcoholism.    A  cure  may  be  possible,  but  it  is  a  rare  event,   ft 

finds  its  victims  among  the  better  classes,  whereas  alcoholinot  k 

too  often  found  among  the  lower  class. 


i 
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PROF.  CLIFFORD  HITOHELL^  M.  D.,  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  EDITOR. 


PICOLINE. 

COUFFORD  MITCHELL,  M.  D.,  PROFESSOR  OF  CHEMISTRY,  CHICAGO   HOM- 

(EOPATHIC    COLLEGE. 


The  attention  of  the  profession  has  of  late  been  directeji  toward 
Picoline^  (a  substance  found  in  coal  tar)  whose  physiological  action 
has  been  investigated  by  0.  de  Goninck  and  Pinet. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  tar  which  condenses  in  the 
hydraulic  mains,  during  the  manufacture  of  coal-gas,  is  a  very  com- 
plex mixture  composed  chiefly  of  certain  acids^  alkalies  and  neutral 
stlbstances — the  latter  being  hydrocarbons,  both  solid  and  liquid. 
Among  the  alkalies  we  find  ammonia,  aniline,  and  picoline,  as 
well  as  several  others.  The  different  substances  contained  in 
coal-tar  have  different  boiling  points,  advantage  of  which  is  tak- 
en in  their  separation  by  the  process  known  ss  fractional  distilla- 
tion. Picoline  boils  at  about  270^  F.  and  has  a  specific  gravity  of 
0.96.  It  has  precisely  tiie  same  formula  as  aniline, — which  is  also 
found  in  coal  tar — namely  Ge  H7  N  but  differs  from  aniline  in 
that  its  salts  are  by  no  means  easily  crystallizable,  and  it  furnishes 
no  violet  color  with  oxidizing  agents,  such  as  the  chloride  of  lime. 

The  magnificent  colors  furnished  by  aniline  are  seen  in  the 
stockings  of  nations,  but  picoline  is  in  comparison  with  its  noted 
isomer*  as  the  pea  hen  to  the  pea  cock.  Picoline  occurs  moreover, 
as  a  product  in  the  distillation  of  bones. 

As  has  been  mentioned  before,  picoline  is  an  alkaline  substance,  and 
like  ammonia  and  aniline  is  often  called  a  base.  It  is  well  in  study- 
ing a  substance  comparatively  unfamiliar  to  keep  it  constantly  as- 
sociated in  the  mind  with  its  nearest  ^^relatives'^ — chemically  speak- 

*Sabstances  haying  the  aame  fonniila  are  called  Insomerlc. 
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ing;  thiis,  if  the  name  picoline  is  brought  to  our  notice  the  first 
thing  to  think  of  is  ammonia — as  a  type  of  the  alkalies  and  so 
calleiJxises^ — secondly,  aniline  a.n  alkaline  liquid,  which  bears  con- 
siderable resemblance  to  ammonia  differing  from  it  by  its  charac- 
teristic production  of  a  violet  color  with  chloride  of  lime;  then  we 
are  prepared  for  picoline  which  as  has  been  stated  has  the  same  for- 
mula as  aniline,  but  does  not  yield  the  gorgeous  colors  with  the 
various  oxidizing  agents  and  is  moreover  a  product  in  the  distilla- 
tion of  bones. 

O  de  Coninck  and  Pinet  have  experimented  with  this  sub- 
stance injecting  under  the  skin  of  a  frog  ^weighing  30  grammes, 
0  gr.  .04  of  picoline. 

It  produces  first  local  irritation;  next,  after  an  interval  vary- 
ing from  10  to  15  minutes,  the  animal  grows  stupid  and  in  from 
15  to  20  minutes  lies  motionless  fiat  on  its  back.  Take  now  the 
sciatic  nerve  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  body  to  where  the  in- 
jection was  made,  excite  electrically  the  central  end  of  the  cut 
nerve  and  nothing  is  perceived ;  excil^^ow  the  peripheral  end 
and  very  slight  movements  are  noticed  in  the  corresponding 
member.  On  the  side  where  the  femoral  artery  has  been  tied 
excitation  gives  rise  to  energetic  movements  in  the  member;  res- 
piration is  slowed  and  modified  in  rhythm ;  the  heart  beats  11 
to  13  times  to  the  quarter.  The  animal  comes  to  in  abottt^ 
twenty-four  hours  thereafter.  A  dose  of  0  gr.  15  of  picoline 
causes  death  in  a  frog  weighing  30  grammes. 

Picoline  then  abolishes  the  excito-motor  power  of  the  nerv- 
ous centres  and  diininishes  that  of  the  peripheral  nervous  system; 
it  resembles,  then,  cicutine.  Submit  a  frog  to  the  vapors  of  pic- 
oline and  in  10  minutes  it  becomes  entirely  sluggish.  The  cen-  . 
tral  and  peripheral  nervous  systems  no  longer  react  under  the 
infiuence  of  electricity.  The  action  in  this  case,  however,  is 
greatly  due  to  cutaneous  absorption. 
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A  dog  of  a  mean  weight  of  11   kilogrammes  was  also  experi- 
mented upon. 

Intravenous  injection  of  10  grammes  of  a  solution  of  pico- 
line  (4  in  100)  produced  rapidly  salivation  which  became  very 
abundant  if  the  injection  was  continued;  50  grammes  of  the 
solution  produced  transitory  stupor,  but  100  brought  about 
marked  torpor  and  the  animal  died  the  following  night.  Autopsy 
revealed  great  congestion  of  the  nervous  centres.  Picoline,  how- 
ever, is  not  a  sialagogue ;  the  salivation  brought  about  is  due  to 
an  action  upon  the  central  nervous  system  and  not  to  a  special 
action  on  the  salivary  glands. 

Summary. — Picoline  is  an  alkaline  liquid  obtained  from  coal 
tar  and  also  as  a  product  in  the  distillation  of  bones.  Its 
boiling  point  is  271  ®  F.  its  specific  gravity  0.96,  its  formula  Cq 
H,  N.  Physiologically  it  abolishes  the  excito-motor  power  of 
the  nervous  centres,  diminishing  also  that  of  the  peripheral  ner- 
vous system.  Chemically  it  may  be  likened  to  aniline  ;  physiol- 
ogically to  cicuiine. 


A  GYPSUM  TEST  FOR  MILK. 

Mr.  Bertham  Ohm  gives  in  the  Monthly  Magazine^  the  following 
ready  means  for  testing  the  purity  and  richness  of  milk: 

Calcine  gypsum  or  plaster  of  Paris  is  used.  An  ounce  is  enough 
for  a  single  test.  The  value  of  the  test  depends  upon  the  fact  that  cream 
retards  the  hardening  of  the  plaster  of  Paris.  The  more  cream  in  the 
milky  the  longer  time  will  be  required  for  the  plaster  to  harden. 

If  the  sample  of  milk  be  an  honest  one,  of  1030  specific  gravity,  at 
an  ordinary  temperature,  and  is  used  to  wet  up  the  plaster  to  a  paste,  ten 
hours  will  be  required  for  hardening. 

If  this  sample  has  25  per  cent,  of  water  added,  the  plaster  will  hard- 
en in  two  hours;  with  50  per  cent  of  water  added,  the  hardening  will  be 
complQt^  in  30  minutes;  with  75  per  cent  of  water,  the  plaster  paste  will 
become  hard  in  20  minutes. 

Skimmed  milk,  having  a  specific  gravity  of  1038,  will  delay  the 
hardening  to  four.hours.  If  to  the  skimmed  milk  be  added  50  per  cent. 
of  water,  the  paste  will  hardQu  in  one  hour. 

Since  plaster  of  Paris  is  very  cheap  and  accessible  to  all,  it  is  very 
easy  for  milk  consumers  to  test  the  milk  they  buy  every  week,  or  often 
enough  to  satisfy  themselves  of  the  character  of  their  milkman.^i^.  Y 
-Medical  Times, 
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THE  MICHIGAN  STATE  HOMffiOPATHIC  SOCIETY. 

How  long  will  men  attempt  the  impossible?  History  repeats 
its  lessons  again,  and  again,  and  the  biped  without  feathers  cannoi 
discern  it.  By  eyer-recurring  misfortune  he  stays  untaught 
Inevitable  consequences  fatefully  follow,  inexorable  penalties  £b1I, 
judgement  is  neyer  delayed,  and  the  featherlesd  biped  will  not  leanu. 

Of  all  lessons  History  chiefly  repeats,  with  eveir-increasing 
emphasis,  that  never  was  the  wrong  made  the  right  by  any  parlia- 
mentary legerdemain  however  deft.  Majorities  may  vote,  and 
count  of  hands  compel  assent,  and  then  the  wrong  is  not  made 
the  Right.  Indeed,  the  Wrong  is  only  made  the  more  wrong,  and 
the  end  hastened,  for  mass  insures  momentum,  and  momentum, 
accelerates  the  end. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Michigan  State  Homoeopathic  Soci- 
ety charges  were  preferred,  in  due  torm,  against  a  person  who  has 
held  some  of  the  highest  positions  in  the  gifb  of  the  homoeopathic 
profession,  and  who  was  then  the  President  elect  of  the  Society, 
and  a  Professor  in  a  Homoeopathic  College.  The  ground  of  these 
charges  had  been  circulated  through  the  civilized  world  by  new»* 
papers,  and  through  many  of  the  States  by  glaring  circulars.  The 
charges  conveyed  nothing  new  to  any  inember  of  the  State  Hom- 
oeopathic Society;  they  were  patent  to  all,  and. had  been  for  many, 
a  long  month.  Of  their  truth  there  was  no  doubt,  and  both  the 
laity  and  the  profession  waited  for  the  action  of  the  State  HomcMH 
pathic  Society. 

Proof,  however,  was  submitted,  showing  that  the  preoidaiil:' 

elect,  while  president,  had  solicited  the  very  position  by  the  asBOiih. 

ing  of  which  he  placed  an  impassable  gulf  between  himself  and  tha' 

whole  medical  profession;  and  that  for  a  certain  pecuniary  conflid- 

eration  he  had  offered  to  become  a  partner  and  a  stockholder  in  fs^ 

concern  which  is  not  recognized  by  thd  code  of  any  body  of  ph]M[ 
cians. 
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This  proof  established  the  charges /or  the  action  of  the  society 

was  the  duty  of  the  judiciary  committee  to  have  indicted  the 

resident  on  this  proof,  and  it  could  legally  perform  no  other  func- 

On  the  first  opening  of  the  session  the  President  read  a  written 
knowledgment  of  his  guilt  and  an  abject  and  humiliating  apolo- 
r  for  his  offence.  Haying  thus  plead  g:uilty,  he  was  allowed  to 
"eside,  and  this  bargain  was  made  by  those  presenting  and  sus- 
ining  the  charges  and  the  judiciary  committee.  This  bargain 
IS  not  understood  as  a  withdrawing'of  the  charges,  and  it  remains 
be  shown  why  they  were  not  submitted  for  the  action  or  the 
ciety. 

Before  the  close  of  the  session  a  motion  was  made  that  the  so- 
»ty  should  go  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  this  matter.  The 
otion  was  voted  down.  Then  the  first  Vice-President  arose  to 
nder  his  resignation,  and  while  he  was  reading  it  the  President 
immarily  declared  the  society  adjourned^^a  veritable  tour  de 
aitre! 

Many  a  session  of  this  society  has  been  phenomenal,  but  on 
lis  last  occasion  it  outdid  itself,  and  it  has  now  gone  on  record  as 
jfbsing  to  take  cognizance  of  the  most  flagrant  wrong  upon  the 
rofession  which  a  physician  can  perpetrate. 

If  majorities  were  wholly  senseless  such  a  course  could  thereby 
)  explained,  but  a  majority  is  not  acephalous,  this  particular  one 
as  polycephalous,  and  the  carcase  is  ruled  by  such  a  head  as  as- 
tres  to  rule.  On  this  particular  occasion  Drs*.  A.  I.  Sawyer  and 
N.  Eldridge  gave  their  influence,  and  Drs\  R.  B.  House  and  H, 
1.  Amdt  made  their  utmost  exertions^n  behalf  of  an  official  whose 
fence  was  undeniable  and  whose  guilt  was  self-confessed;  on  these 
entlemen  must  test  the  onus. 

Surely  the  situation  is  an  unenviable  one  for  every  homoeo- 
lihic  physician  in  Michiaan. 

The  last  correction  for  all  this,  in  Michigan,  is  the  Board  of 
egents,  aud  unless  they  are  guided  by  the  code  of  all  physicians, 
lere  is  little  to  expect.    Failing  to  honor  the  code,  the  Board  of 
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Regents  will  doubtless  be  iufluenced  by  the  action  of  the  State 
Homoeopathic  Society  and  by  the  non-action  of  the  homoeopathic 
faculty.    This  body  has  made  no  presentment  to  the  Board  of 
Regents;    it  has  retained  in  its  fellowship  without  one  word  of 
protest,  a  practitioner  who  has  defied  every  medical  association  in 
the  world  by  wilfully  disqualifying  himself  for  membership  and  by 
incurring  expulsion.    Indeed,  so  far  from  having  the  condemnation 
of  Drs.  Wilson  and  Allen  their  guilty  colleague  has  had  their  com- 
mendation certified  by  their  appointment  of  him  as  surgical  editor 
of  the  Advance.    The  faculty  has  failed  in  its  duty  to  the  profes- 
sion.   The  State  Homoeopathic  Society  has  violated  its  duty  to  the 
profession;  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Regents  remains  to  be  seen. 
If  it  recognizes  a  precedent  established  by  the  department  of  med- 
icine and  surgery  on  a  recent  less  flagrant  occasion,  it  will  reprove 
both  the  Faculty  and  the  State  Homoeopathic  Society;    if  it  con- 
siders homoeopathy  as  having  in  the  action  of  the  faculty  and  the 
state  society,  established  its  code  of  professional  morality,  even 
then  it  can  leave  the  oflFense  and  its  condoriement  unreproved  only 
to  the  dishonor  of  the  University  of  Michigan. 

Poor,  long-suffering  Regents!  not  long  since  they  were  assured 
that  "Peace  and  Harmony"  was  the  one  desideratum.  "Peace  and 
Harmony"  were  had  and  this  is  only  one  outcome  thereof. 

"Ye  Board  Supreme,  great  'peace  and  harmony' 
And  soon  a  gentle  sucking  dove  you'll  see," 
In  smiling  peace  two  years  they  set — alack  !  . 
The  thing  that  hatched  at  once  began  to  quack. 

Neither  peace  nor  harmony,  nor  votes  of  majorities,  nor  any 
other  thaumaturgy  will  suflBce;  the  demand  is  inexorably:  "Four 
gills  for  a  pint,  sixteen  ounces  for  a  pound,  one  hundred  cents  f(ff 
a  dollar,  and" — 0  my,  much  wondering  homoeopath — "unsullied 
professional  honor  to  crown  all!" 

Whether  you  realize  it  or  not,  your  homoeopathy  is  on  trial 
and  whether  it  be  fish,  flesh,  or  fowl  is  not  yet  definitely  declaied. 
Somewhat /oe^/  it  is  looking  of  late,  and  it  behooves  you  speedily 
to  alter  its  aspect.  As  an  experiment  it  is  becoming  costly  and  j 
also  dubious.  More  students  from  Michigan  are  going  elsewhan  i 
for  a  medical  education  than  are  coming  ^r  that  which  is  paid  ftr 
by  Michigan,  demonstrably  on  the  increase  too! 
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[Four  words  were  omitted  Arom  last  line  on  previous  page  by  mistake.    It  should  read  as 
written  by  author: 

Student  departure  from  Michigan  demonstrably  on  the  in- 
crease too.] 

Just  here  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  very  men  who  managed 
the  State  Homoeopathic  Society  at  its  last  session,  are  also  the  men 
who  manage  the  Homoeopathic  College;  and  it  is  also  noteworthy 
that  the  vote  of  the  majority  is  as  void  of  good  in  the  one  as  in  the 
other.  It  is  still  fftrther  noteworthy  that  the  vote  of  the  majority 
can  bring  but  one  result  anywhere. 

To-day  the  State  Homoeopathic  Society  of  Michigan  stands 
before  the  profession  self-convicted  of  violating  its  trust;  it  stands 
self-con  vie  t«d  of  retaining  in  its  college  an  offender  who  has  for- 
feited professional  fellowship.  It  relies  on  the  vote  of  the  majority. 
Alas,  it  has  forgotten  where  the  majority  is.  Beyond  the  confines 
of  Michigan  are  physicians  to  whom  professional  honor  is  first  and 
last  in  their  demands,  and  their  vote  will  condemn  the  profession, 
the  society  and  the  college  in  Michigan.  S.  A.  Jones. 

Ann  Arbor,  May  16th,  1883. 

The  Pontiac  Gazette  in  referring  to  the  above  matter  says: 
"A  right  lively  tilt  was  had  by  the  members  of  the  Homoeo- 
pathic State  Medical  S>ciety  at  a  meeting  convened  at  Lansing 
on  the  15th  inst.  It  grew  out  of  the  alleged  usurpation  of  the 
Preside'nt  Prof.  E.  C.  Franklin,  who  stands  high  in  the  profes- 
sion and  who  has  been  honored  by  many  marks  of  distinction, 
including  that  of  Pi'ufessor  of  surgery  in  the  Michigan  University. 
Some  eight  months  ago  he  engaged  himself  to  Drs.  K.  &  K.,  of 
Detroit,  as  surgeon  in  chief.  For  this  unprofessional  act  which 
was  alike  contrary  to  the  code  of  ethics  and  to  the  constitution 
and  by-laws  of  the  society,  he  must  needs  be  punished ;  the  dig- 
nity of  the  pi'ofesssion  could  only  be  maintained  by  his  ex-pulsion 
fronr\  the  society.  The  attempt  was  made  by  Di*.  Morley,  of  this 
city,  who  introduced  a  I'esolution  that  the  society  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole — for  that  purpose — but  the  motion  was  lost; 
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whereupon  Dr.  A.  B.  Avery,  of  Farmington,  vice-president,  rose 
to  offer  his  resignation,  when  President  Franklin  declared  the 
session  adjourned.  Avery  kept  the  floor,  however,  and  read 
his  resignation  which  was  indorsed  by  Dr.  Morley.  A  new  soci- 
ety will  undoubtedly  be  organized.  We  are  glad  there  are  some 
physicians  who  are  such  from  a  high  and  laudable  ambition, — a 
love  of  the  profession  and  for  humanity, — and  not  for  the  dollars 
merely  that  are  to  be  made  out  of  it. 


AMERICAN  INSTITUTE  OF  HOMOEOPATHY. 

Niagara  Falls,  Session  of  1883. 

The  members  and  their  friends  attending  the  coming  session 
of  the  Institute  are  entitled  to  tickets  good  until  23d  instant,  as 
follows,  viz: 

To  Groat  Island  for  the  week,  50  cents;  Prospect  Park,  includ- 
ing Electric  Light  Exhibition,  50  cents;  Inclined  Railway  and 
Ferry,  for  each  trip  over  and  return,  25  cents;  Suspension  Bridge, 
(upper,)  for  each  trip  over  and  return,  25  cents;  Suspension  Bridge, 
(lower,)  for  each  trip  over  and  return;  15  cents;  Inclined  Railway 
to  Whirlpool  .Rapids,  each  visit,  25  cents. 

Tickets  as  above,  (which  are  one-half  the  usual  rates,)  will  be 
given  by  the  committee  of  arrangements.  On  presentation  of  the 
committee  card  at  the  respective  gates,  members  will  be  admitted 
on  payment  as  above.  Carriages  can  be  procured  at  the  hotel,  as 
follows^  viz: 

One  carriage,  holding  five  persons,  per  hour,  $1.00;  One  car- 
riage, holding  five  persons,  per  day,  $5.00. 

As  the  meeting  is  likely  to  be  a  large  one,  members  should 
send  word  for  their  rooms  early.  Any  further  information  can  be 
had  by  addressing        A.  R.  Wright,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 
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AMERICAN  HOMOEOPATHIC  OPHTHALMOLOGICAL  AND 

OTOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Session  will  be  held  in  the  parlors  of  the 
International  Hotel,  Niagara  Falls,  beginning  Thursday,  June  21st, 
at  9  a.  m. 

As  the  request  of  %  nember  of  the  members  of  the  society,  the 
executive  committee  have  deemed  it  best  to  change  the  date  of 
meeting  from  Monday,  June  18th,  to  Thursday,  June  21st,  at  9 
o'clock  a.  m.    The  place  of  meeting  to  be  advertised. 

T.  P.  Lewis,  Secrctaiy. 

The  American  PiEi>OLOGiCAL  Society  announces,  as  the 
special  subject  for  discussion  at  its  meeting  next  June,  the  dis- 
eases incident  to  the  "  Second  Summer,"  as  follows . 

Ist.     Difficult  dentition,  its  cause,  prevention,  and  treatment. 

2d.     Alimentary  complications. 

3d.     Special  hygeine  of  the  "  second  summer,  diet,  etc. 

4th.     Reflex  cerebral  disturbances. 

6th.     Complications  of  the  respiratory  system.   * 

6th.     Comparative  mortuary  statistics,  under   different  sys- 
tems of  treatment  and  management. 

The  Reason  Why  {Hahnemannian). — The  New  York  liberals 
say  that  ostracism  of  homceopathists  was  all  well  enough  in  former 
times,  wheii  men,  pretending  to  be  homoeopathic  doctors,  were 
often  ignorant  and  uneducated,  but  the  same  custom  should  not 
prevail  to-day,  when  the  homoeopathic  physicians  are  supposed  to 
nave  hj^d  a  scientific  education." — New  York  Herald.  We  feel  verv 
much  flattered.  The  homoeopathic  doctors  of  "former  times^' 
must  have  acquired  their  "ignorant  and  uneducated"  character  from 
the  allopathic  colleges,  in  which  nearly  all  of  them  graduated, 
while  the  "scientific  education,''  ascribed  by  these  liberals  to  the 
homoeopathic  physicians  of  to-day,  was,  of  course,  obtained  at 
the  homoeopathic  colleges  in  which  the  large  majority  of  them  re- 
ceived their  instruction.  No  wonder. Belle vue  Hospital  College  is 
intensely  disgusted  with  the  liberals. 

HOMCEOPATHIC  COLLEGE  UNIVERSITY    OF  MICHIGAN. — There  is 

to  be  a  professorship  of  gynaecology  and  paedology,  with  a  salary  of 
$2,200. 
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LEONURUS   CARDIACA. 

{Motherwort,    Lion  tail.) 

Nat.  ord.  Labiatce, 

Description. — Stem  three  to  five  feet  high,  square,  purplish, 
bearing  itb  leaves  in  four  verticle  rows. 

Leaves. — Lower  stem  leaves  are  palmate,  lobed,  and  broadest 
The  upper  stem  leaves  acutely  three  lobed,  those  about  the  summit 
lanceolate  and  undivided,  all  of  them  toothed,  cuneiform  at  base. 

Flowers. — Purplish  or  whitish  red,  and  are  disposed  in  nu- 
merous axillary  whorls,  calyx  rigid  and  bristly.  Corolla  purplish, 
the  upper  lip  clothed  with  dense,  white,  shaggy,  upright  hairs,  the 
lower  deeply  colored  varigated,  smooth  in  three  nearly  equal  entire 
lobes,  the  middle  lobe  obcordate.  Stamens  didynamous.  Anthers 
approximated  in  pairs  with  parallel  transverse  cells  and  naked 
valves,  and  sprinkled  with  shining  dots.  Achenia  oblong,  ribbed, 
and  roughened  on  the  ribs,  the  apex  prolonged  into  a  very  slender 
thread-like  beak,  bearing:  the  pappus  of  copious  soft  and  white  ca- 
pillary bristles.    Blossoms  in  June. 

Locality, — It  is  supposed  to  be  a  native  of  Tartary,  whence  it 
was  introduced  into  Europe,  and  is  now  indigenous  to  the  northern 
sections  of  this  country. 

Medical  Properties. — The  whole  plant  has  been  used.  It 
possesses  a  peculiar  aromatic  nokr  disagreeable  odor,  and  a  slightly 
aromatic  bitter  taste,  and  yields  its  properties  to  water  and  alco- 
hol. Leonu)us  is  emmenagogue,  nervine,  antispasmodic  and 
laxative.  It  is  usually  given  in  warm  infusion  in  amenorrhoea  from 
colds,  and  in  suppressed  lochia,  we  have  found  it  superior  to  any 
other  remedy  ;  likewise  useful  in  hysteria.  The  extract  is  recom- 
mended in  nervous  complaints,  pains  peculiar  to  females,  in  irrita- 
ble habits,  delirium  tremens,  typhoid  stages,  with  morbid  nervous 
excitement. 

HoMCEOPATHic  PREPARATION. — We  use  the  leaves  and  flowers 
collected  when  the  latter  have  reached  maturity.  A  digested  and 
expressed  tincture  is  prepared  in  the  usual  manner. 
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HEPATICA  TRILOBA. 

(Liverwort.) 

Nat.  Ord.  Ranunculacece. 

Description. — A  perennial  plant,  the  root  of  which  consists 
of  numerous  strong  fibres.  The  leaves  are  all  radical,  on  long 
haipy  petioles  with  three  above  obtuse  or  rounded  entire  lobes, 
smooth,  evergreen,  coricaceous,  cordate  at  base,  the  new  ones  ap- 
pearing later  than  the  flowers.  The  flowers  appear  almost  as  soon 
as  the  snow  leaves  the  ground  in  the  spring.  They  are  single, 
generally  blue,  sometimes  white  and  flesh  colored  ;  nodding  at 
first,  then  erect,  and  on  hairy  scapes  three  or  four  inches  long  ;  by 
cultivation  they  become  double.  Involucre  simple,  composed  of 
three  entire  ovate  obtuse  bracts,  resembling  a  calyx  situated  a  little 
below  the  flower.  Calyx  of  two  or  three  rows  of  petaloid  sepals  : 
stamens  awl  shaped.  Anthers  elliptic,  achenia  ovate  acute,  awn- 
less.  (8) 

Locality, — Common  throughout  the  United  States,  growing 
in  open  woods  and  elevated  places. 

Preparation. — The  entire  plant  is^  employed  ;  it  is  odorless, 
and  has  a  subastringent  taste,  yielding  its  virtues  to  water  and  al- 
cohol (8). 

Medical  Properties. — It  i:?  a  very  slight  demulcent  tonic 
and  astringent,  and  is  at  present  a  popular  remedy  in  hemoptysis, 
and  other  affections  of  the  lungs. 


INFLUENCE    OF    ELECTRICITY     ON     HOMCEOPATHIC 
\  MEDICINES. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Farns worth,  of  East  Saginaw,  Mich.,  enquires: 
''Can  you  or  any  of  the  many  readers  of  the  Observer  tell  me 
whether  electricity  has  any  influence  on  Homoeopathic  remedies 
potentized?  A  severe  thunder  storm  visited  tliis  place  about  a 
month  ago  and  the  atmosphere  was  charged  with  electricity.  A 
case  of  medicines  of  the  80x  attenuation  was  exposed  and  since 
then  I  am  convinced  they  are  inert.  They  had  always  given  me 
good  results  previously." 
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JUMPING  SEEDS  AND  GALLS-"DEVIL'S  BEANS."    * 

Prof.  C.  V.  Riley  furnishes  to  the  Scientific  American  an  inter- 
esting account  of  these  seeds,  which  have  been  well  known  for 
many  years  to  scientists  and  others  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  They  are 
somewhat  larger  than  grains  of  coffee,  tr4ana:ular  in  form,  .and 
nearly  black.  When  laid  on  a  table  or  any  smooth  surface,  at  the 
proper  season,  they  roll  from  side  to  side  and  sometimes  actually 
jump  up  entirely  clear  of  the  table.  The  movements  are  not  con- 
stant, a  number  of  seconds  intervening.  No  one  can  see  the  phe- 
nomenon for  the  first  time  without  extreme  wonder,  especially  if 
he  had  no  previous  idea  of  the  cause  of  the  motion.  It  is  produced 
by  a  whitish  lepidopterous  larva,  which  is  described  by  Prof.  Riley 
as  occupying  about  one-fifth  of  the  interior  of  the  seed,  its  cham- 
ber being  lined  with  silk  spun  by  the  insect.  ''It  looks  very  much 
like  the  common  apple  worm,  and  'in  fact  belongs  to  the  same 
genus.  It  resembles  that  species  further  in  remaining  a  long  time 
in  the  full  grown  larva  state  before  transforming,  so  that  the  seeds 
will  keep  up  their  motions  through  most  of  the  winter  months." 
When  about  to  transform,  usually  in  January  or  February,  it  cuts 
a  neat  hole  in  the  convex  side  of  its  house,  plugs  it  up  with  silk, 
and  in  due  time  throws  off  its  old  garments  and  steps  forth  in  the 

form  of  a  butterfly.  Its  generic  name  is  carpocapsa,  and  it  has 
two  specific  names,  saltitans  and  depaisiana,  the  former  taking 
precedence. 

The  plant  which  produces  the  seed  is  a  shrub  of  the  Euphor- 
bia family.  G.  W.  Barues,  President  of  the  San  Diego  Natural 
History  Society,  gave  this  description  of  it:  "Arrow-weed  {Yerba 
deflecha) — This  is  the  name  the  shrub  bears  that  produces  the  tri- 
angular seeds  that  during  six  or  eight  months  have  a  continual 
lumping  movement.  The  shrub  is  small,  from  four  to  six  feet  in 
height,  branchy,  and  in  the  months  of  June  and  July  yield  the  seeds, 
a  pod  containing  three  to  five  seeds.  These  seeds  have  each  a  little 
worm  inside.  The  leaf  is  half  an  inch  in  length  and  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  in  width,  a  little  more  or  less.  The  bark  of  the  shrub  is 
ash  colored,  and  the  leaf  is  perfectly  green  during  all  the  seasons. 
By  merely  stirring  coffee  or  any  drink  with  a  branch  of  it,  it  acts 
as  an  active  cathartic.  Taken  in  large  doses  it  is  an  active  poison, 
speedily  causing  death  unless  counteracted  by  an  antidote/      It  is 

*Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
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found  in  Sonora,  Mexico,  in  the  region  of  Mamos.  The  seeds  are 
said  to  be  most  lively  on  the  approach  of  a  stoim.  There  can  be 
but  little  doubt  of  the  cathartic  property  of  the  tree  in  small  quan- 
tities, nor  of  its  poisonous  character.  Possibly  useful  medicinal 
properties  might  be  developed  on  trial. 

Prof.  Riley's  article  concludes  with  the  following  paragraph. 
The  members  of  the  California  Academy  will  recall  with  affection- 
ate regard  the  memory  of  Henry  Edwards,  the  accomplished  entom- 
ologist and  the  industrious  contributor  to  the  interest  of  the 
meetings: 

''The  jumping  power  exhibited  in  this  seed  is,  however,  trifling 
compared  with  that  possessed  in  a  little  gall,  and  also  caused  by  an 
insect.  This  gall,  about  the  size  of  a  mustard  seed,  and  looking 
very  much  like  a  miniature  acorn,  is  found  in  large  numbers  on 
the  underside  of  leaves  of  various  oaks  of  the  white  oak  group, 
and  has  been  reported  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  Missouri  and  California. 
It  falls  from  a  cavity  in  the  leaves,  very  much  as  an*  acorn  falls 
from  its  cup,  and  is  sometimes  so  abundant  that  the  ground  beneath 
an  infested  tree  is  literally  covered.  It  is  produced  by  a  little  black 
cynips,  which  is  described  as  Cynips  saltatorius  by  Mr.  Henry  Ed- 
wards.    The  bounding   motion   is  doubtless  caused   by   the  larva 

which  lies  curved  within  the  gall,  and  very  much  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple that  the  common  cheese  skipper  (Piophila  casei)  is  known  to 
spring  or  skip.  Dr.  W.  H.  Mussey,  of  Cincinnati,  in  a  communi- 
cation to  the  Natural  History  Society  of  that  city,  December,  1875, 
states  the  fact  that  such  is  the  case,  though  members  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Academy  who  have  written  on  the  subject  assert  that  the 
motion  is  made  by  the  pupa,  which  I  think  very  improbable.  At 
all  events,  the  Bounding  motion  is  great,  as  the  little  gall  may  be 
thrown  two  or  thr^e  inches  from  the  earth ;  and  there  are  few 
things  mofe  curious  to  witness,  as  1  have  done,  a  large  number  of 
these  tiny  galls  in  constant  motion  under  a  tree.  They  cause  a 
noise  upon  the  fallen  leaves  that  may  be  likened  to  the  pattering 
of  rain." 


Preserving  Fluid. — According  to  Mr.  Alcock,  a  solution  of 
one  part  of  glycerine  with  ten  of  water,  is  as  good  as  spirit  for 
preserving  animal  substances,  the  mixture  being  less  volatile,  less 
inflammable  and  less  expensive  than  alcohol. 
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TEREBINTHINA  IN  TYPHOID. 

In  report  of  "Dr.  H.  W.  Taylor's  Clinical  case,"  in  May  num- 
ber of  Observer,  the  Dr.  gives  no  credit  to  the  effect  of  the  in- 
halation of  Turpentine  vapor,  than  which  hardly  a  single  drug  in 
the  Materia  Medica  covers  more  of  the  symptoms  of  genuine  ty- 
phoid or.is  more  surely  curative.  Given  in  froni  1  to  10  drops  of 
the  Ix  every  hour  or  two  according  to  seventy  of  cases  under 
treatment.  It  is  best  given  in  a  little  mucilage  of  Acacia,  or  Slip- 
pery Elm  tea,  in  alternation  with  Rhus  tox.,  or  Baptisia,  according 
to  indications.  I  think  well  of  the  idea  of  giving  it  by  inhalation 
suggested  by  the  Dr's.  using  it  as  a  deodoriser,  and  shall  try  it  in  my 
next  case. 

In  all  typhoid  cases,  if  possible  on  my  first  visit,  the  patient 
is  washed  from  head  to  feet,  and  clean  clothing  put  on — and  then 
moved  into  another  room  and  bed  Irom  the  one  occupied  at  time 
of  seizure.  The  use  of  Turpentine  in^his  way  was  suggested  to 
me  by  Dr.  H.  Parry,  U.  S.  A.  some  years  since,  and  it  has  been  so 
beneficial  in  several  cases  I  am  led  to  suggest  its  internal  use  to 
Dr.  Taylor  through  your  valuable  journal.  Dr.  P's  indication  for 
its  use  was  the  appearance  of  the  "rose  colored  spots"  on  the  abdo- 
men.  S.  E.  Swift. 


♦    Why  Some  Subjects  are  Studied  so  Much. — Dr.  Da  Costa 
has  said: 

**It*  one  hfis  not  too  much  to  do  he  writes  a  short  paper 
on  phthisis ;  if  one  has  little  to  do  ho  writes  a  long  paper  on 
phtiiidis ;  if  one  has  nothinij  to  do  he  writes  a  book  on  phthisis." 
The  same  writer  says:   '^Gynseeologists,  as  a  rule,  part  their  hair 

and  their  natnes  iu  the  middle,  and  never  die  until  they  have  in- 
vented pessaries  and  speculuins  innumerable." 
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HYDRANGEA  ARBORESCENS. 

An  account  of  this  medicine  will  be  found  on  page  16  of  the 
current  volume. 

The  United  States  Dispensatory  states  that  it  was  introduced 
to  the  profession  by  Dr.  S.  W.  Butler,  as  a  remedy  for  the 
removal  of  calculous  or  gravelly  deposits  in  the  bladder,  and 
for  relieving  the  excruciating  pain  attendant  on  the  passage  of  a 
calculus  through  the  ureter,  and  from  the  reports  made  it  certain- 
ly deserves  a  full  and  thorough  investigation.  The  power  of  cru- 
ins:  stone  in  the  bladder  is  hot  claimed  for  it;  it  is  only  while  the 
deposits  are  small,  when  in  that  form  of  the  disease  known  as  gra- 
vel that  it  is  an  efficient  remedy;  then,  by  removing  the  nucleus, 
which  if  allowed  to  remain  in  the  organ,  would  increase  in  size  and 
form  stone,  the  disease  is  averted,  and  when  employed  at  this  stage, 
it  is  said  to  have  proved  ben«'ficial  in  eyery  instance,  and  as  many 
as  120  calculi  have  been  known  to  come  from  one  person  under  the 
use  of  this  remedy.  The  effect  of  the  plant,  Dr.  Butler  states;  is 
to  remove  by  its  own  specific  action  on  the  bladder,  such  deposits 
as  may  be  contained  in  that  viscus,  provided  they  are  small  enough 
to  pass  through  the  urethra.  The  mode  of  using  it  is  to  prepare  a 
concentrated  syrup  of  it  with  sugar  or  hone}'^  and  give  a  teaspoon- 
full  three  times  each  day  as  a  simple  decoction  of  the  root  may  be 
taken  freely.  If  taken  in  over  doses  it  will  produce  some  unpleas- 
ant symptoms,  as  dizziness  of  the  head,  oppression  of  the  chest, 
etc.  The  fluid  extract  is  principally  used  in  the  earthy  deposits  as 
phosphate  of  lime,  ammonia  and  magnesia  in  alkaline  urine,  and  in 
chronic  gleet  and  mucous  irritation  of  the  bladder  in  aged  per- 
sons. 

This  "drug  is  certainly  worthy  of   a  thorough  proving. 


Beef  Peptostoids. — We  hear  good  reports  of  this  preparation 
from  our  physicians  who  have  used  it,  and  we  have  had  good 
results  from  it  in  every  case  where  we  have  prescribed  it  ourselves. 


138  THERAPEUTICS.  [June 

AsARUM  Canadense. — This  plant  was  proved  upon  some  wo- 
men students  several  years  ago  by  Dr.  Winterburn.  Though 
fragmentary,  they  reveal  something  of  the  general  character  of  the 
drug.  The  tincture,  administered  in  doses  varying  from  a  scruple 
to  a  half-ounce  per  day,  caused  smarting,  burning  in  the  mouth; 
then  a  cold  sensation  produced  by  mucous  secretion;  nausea,  in- 
clination to  vomit;  in  one  case,  vomiting  of  a  sour  fluid.  Flatus  in 
the  stomach  and  the  bowels,  followed  by  loose,  light-colored  stools. 
Frequent  urging  to  urinate;  urine  unchanged.  Menses  too  early, 
too  liee,  and  of  a  rather  dark  color,  with  pain  (uterine  colic). 

The  provers  were  excessively  nervous,  with  a  dull,  stupid  feelii^ 
during  the  day,  and  restless  sleep  at  night. 

Chilly,  as  if -insufficiently  clothed;  no  fever.  Muscular  twitch- 
ings  here  and  there,  as  if  cramps  would  set  in. 

It  is  recommended  in  nasal  catarrh,  with  headache  from  sup- 
pressed discharge:  labor- pains  excessive,  with  much  erethism,  im- 
pending abortion.  Menorrhagia  or  metrorrhagia  in  nervous  wo- 
men. In  a  case  of  recto  vaginal  fistula,  guided  by  the  chilliness 
of  the  drug,  Asarum  was  used  as  an  injection,  and  also  internally 
and  ultimately  cured.  Other  remedies  had  been  given  in  vain. — 
The  Ainerican  Homoeopathy  April  1883. 

Tnese  symptoms  do  not  differ  very  materially  from  the  known 
effects  of  Asarum  Europaeum.  The  uterine  symptoms,  however, 
are  more  definite  than  the  single  observation  of  Ray  that  Asarum  e. 
is  abortifacient. — See  Materia  Medlca  Para. — Hahnemannian 
Monthly. 

Inebriety  and  the  Teeth  {Medical  Record), — The  pastor 
of  a  large  mission  chapel  in  this  city  (New  York)  is  in  the  habit 
of  utiin^  moral  compulsion  wjth  his  people  to  have  them  keep  their 
teeth  in  good  condition.  If  any  one  has  had  teeth  he  is  sent  to 
a  dentist,  who  tills  or  extracts  them,  as  may  be  needed.  A  den- 
tist is  supplied  who  does  the  work  for  nothing,  if  the  patient 
cannot  afford  to  pay.  The  clergyman  in  question  states  that  he 
has  had  much  less  trouble  from  drunkenness  since  he  adopted 
this  plan.  We  commend  it  to  the  attention  of  our  inebriate 
specialists. 

Baptisia. — Dr.  Tessier  prescribed  Baptisia,  Ist  decimal,  in  a 
case  of  typhoid,  and  afterwards  abandoned  it  as  useless.  Per- 
haps a  good  tincture  would  have  been  efficacious. 
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J.  H.  MABSDBN,  A.  M.  M.  D.,  YORK  SPRINGS,  PA.,  EDITOR. 


We  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  announce  to  our  readers  that 
the  failing  health  of  our  friend  Dr.  J.  H.  Marsden  compels  him  to 
retire  from  the  editorship  of  this  department. 

We  have  received  the  following  letter  from  him: 

York  Sulphur  Springs,  Pa.,  June  7, 1883. 

Dr.  Edwik  a.  Lodge, 

Dear  Doctor: — I  intended  a  good  while  ago  to  send  you  another 
article  for  the  department  of  your  Journal,  of  which  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  appoint  me  editor.  Early  in  the  winter  however  my 
health  broke  down  in  such  a  manndt  as  to  render  me  incapable  of 
writing.  I  still  hoped  by  the  return  of  spring  I  might  possibly 
rally  and  be  able  to  accomplish  my  purpose.  I  find,  however,  that 
from  week  to  week  I  am  growing  weaker,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
exclude  the  hope  of  regaining  health.  I  am  now  pretty  well  ad- 
vanced in  my  eightieth  year,  an  age,  to  which  few  attain — my  limbs 
with  great  difficulty  sustain  my  weight,  and  my  hands  are  often  so 
cramped  as  to  refuse  to  hold  my  pen. 

As  I  never  wish  to  occupy  a  position  the  duties  of  which  I  am 
unable  to  discharge,  and  to  the  exclusion  of  another  better  fitted 
for  the  place,  I  am  obliged  to  request  you  to  remove  my  name  from 
the  list  of  co-editors  of  your  Journal.  I  regret  this  step,  especially 
as  your  late  arrangements  seem  to  promise  efficiency  in  conduct- 
ing the  paper.  It  becomes  us,  however,  to  bow  in  humble  submis- 
sion to  the  Divine  will,  which  I  trust  I  do.  Wishing  you  the  ut- 
most success  and  prolonged  life  to  labor  in  one  of  the  best  of 
causes,  I  think  I  can  confidently  say  in  dissolving  relations  with 
with  my  professional  brothers,  "I  die,  but  God  shall  visit  you." 

I  am  truly  yours, 

J.  H.  Marsden. 
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C.  S.  MORLEY,  M.  D.,  PONTIAC,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 


A  CLINIQUE  FOR  (iYNiECOLOGY. 

In  the  clinique,  science  and  art  unite  in  demonstrating  the 
success  and  utility  of  the  treatment,  and  this  foundation  cannot  be 
false  if  there  is  pure  observation;  but,  nosology  may  mislead  and 
statistics  make  a  false  report. 

It  is  for  the  clinique  to  establish  the  differential  diagnoses  of 
the  remedy  for  the  case  and  the  case  for  the  remedy:  "key-notes" 
and  "guiding  symptoms''  may  stick  in  the  mind  for  extemporane- 
ous use,  but  they  should  not  be  the  ultima  if  indeed  ^^multum  in 
parvoy 

Every  physician  makes  homoepathic  cures  without  the  slight- 
est notice  of  how  he  came  to  select  the  remedy  and  perhaps  many 
times  unwittingly! 

In  this  day  of  exact  physical  observation  we  hope  for  more 
exact  data  upon  which  may  be  built  the  thrapeutics  of  women. 

The  physical  diagnosis  will  keep  us  from  prescribing  for  symp- 
toms, without  fully  testing  their  value  and  their  dependance. 

We  have  an  hast  of  remedies  of  no  uncertain  value,  in  the 
special  therapeutics  of  women,  and  in  their  proper  sphere  they 
have  done  such  brilliant  work,  that  it  seems  beyond  all  doubt,  that 
this  branch  of  therapeutics  must  be  susceptible  to  a  broad  develop^ 
ment  and  quickly  takes  its  place  along  with  the  general  therapeu- 
tics of  our  school.  To  this  end  we  urge  upon  our  readers  the 
necessity  of  clinical  reports;  we  ask  the  thinking  man  to  send  us 
his  observations  for  these  columns. 

Remember  a  case  c/«re$  by  Chamomilla,  is  just  as  important 
for  us  to  know  as  one  cured  (of  the  same  importance,)  by  a  "sur- 
gical" operation. 

We  have  consented  to  resume  work  in  this  journal,  upon 
conditicm  of  exclusive  control  of  this  department,  and  we  ask  the 
profession  to  sustain  our  endeavor  by  reports  looking"  especiallv  to 
therapeutics.  C.  S.  M. 
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Bbitish  Columbia. — Dr.  S.  Clark,  one  of  our  qld  subscribers, 
who  has  recently  removed  from  Canada  to  British  Columbia,  800 
miles  up  the  Pacific  coast,  above  San  Francisco,  writes  us  May  23d, 
1883: 

We  are  having  glorious  weather  now,  and  the  country  looks 
magnificent.  Pears  an  inch  long^  cherries  as  large  as  the  end  of 
my  finger,  currants  as  large  as  common  peas;  vegetation  luxuriant, 
and  the  air  heavy  with  odorous  sweets  from  bud  and  blossom.  I 
think  I  shall  like  the  country  when  I  get  somewhat  acclimatized, 
espedally  as  the  business  outlook  is  s^ood,  but  the  damp  sea  air  is 
rather  hard  on  new-comers,  it  makes  them  shiver,  and  irritates 
the  lungs.  True,  I  catne  at  the  worst  time  of  the  year,  January, 
and  it  rained  nearly  all  the  time  till  spring  fairly  opened.  Ther- 
mometer never  gets  down  to  zero  here,  8  ®  above  being  the  coldest, 
and  88®  above  being  the  warmest.  No  hot  nights  in  summer; 
one  pair  or  two  pairs  even,  of  blankets,  are  always  needed.  People 
go  into  raptures  when  describing  the  summers,  and  I  am  hoping 
the  warm  weather  will  repair  damages  and  put  me  in  good  shape 
for  next  winter.  Fm  pretty,  tough  and  don't  think  the  climate 
would  have  hurt  me  much  but  for  being  in  a  new  brick  building, 
which  was  very  damp. 

Wanted  {Medical  Record). — Commenting  on  the  fact  that  the 
West  Indies  has  been  forbidden  Mr.  Vanderbilt,  as  being  too 
warm,  the  "  Broadway  Lounger"  says  :  '*  We  much  need  a  Norih- 
ern  watering-place  in  the  l^outh  less  flabby  than  Florida,  with  bet- 
ter hotels  than  San  Antonio,  with  less  visible  disease  than  Hot 
Springs,  with  more  security  than  New  Orleans,  and  more  outlet 
than  Fortress  Monroe."  Plainly,  the  writer  can  never  have  seen 
the  Atlantic  City  newspapers,  in  which  two  or  three  hundred 
Philadelphia  physicians,  in  good  ethical  standing,  have  endorsed 
that  resort. 

Bermudas. — Dr.  Otto  Sasse,  of  Mt.  Clemens,  who  has  been 
sojourning  at  these  Islands  is  quite  enthusiastic  in  their  praise. 
He  thinks  that  this  little  paradise  on  earth  ought  to  be  crowded  with 
visitgrs.  We  hope  to  receive  a  full  account  of  the  Bermudas  from 
the  doctor  for  publication  in  this  Journal. 
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AMERICAK  PSYCHOLOGICAL  JOURNAL.  Quarterly. 
Edited  by  Joseph  Parrish^  M.  D.,  P.  Blakiston^  Son  dk  Co.^ 
Philadelphia^  1883. 

This  is  a  new  jou/nal,  issued  by  the  National  Association  for 
the  protection  of  the  insane  and  the  prevention  of  insanity.  Quar- 
terly, commencing  April,  1883,  at  $2.00  per  year.  When  we  know 
that  there  are  nine  hundred  thousand  insane  persons  in  the  union^ 
and  that  medical  men  generally  are  not  conversant  with  diseases  of 
the  mind,  we  hail  such  a  publication  as  this  with  great  pleasure, 
and  trust  that  it  will  be  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it 
of  marked  service  to  the  medical  profession. 

Cottage  Plans. — Messrs.  Palliser,  Palliser  &  Co.,  of  Bridge- 
port, Ct.,  the  well  known  Architects  and  Publishers  of  standard 
works  on  architecture,  have  lately  issued  a  sheet  containing  plans 
and  specifications  of  a  very  tasteful  modern  eight-room  cottage 
with  tower,  and  also  with  the  necessary  modifications  for  building 
it  without  the  tower,  and  with  but  six  rooms  if  desired.  Jn  its 
most  costly  form,  the  outlay  is  estimated  at  $3,000;  without  the 
tower  it  has  been  built  for  $2,500;  and  if  only  six  rooms  are  in- 
cluded, the  cost  may  be  reduced  to  $1,700  or  $2,000.  Details  are 
given  of  mantles,  atairs,  doors  and  casings,  cornices,  etc.  The  pub- 
lishers have  found  it  the  most  popular  plan  they  have  ever  issued, 
and  state  that  it  has  been  adopted  in  more  than  five  b^ndred  in- 
stances within  their  knowledge.  The  same  firm  issue  specifications 
in  blank  adapted  for  frame  or  brick  buildings  of  any  cost;  also 
forms  of  building  contracts,  and  several  books  on  modern  inexpen- 
sive, artistic  Cottage  plans  which  are  of  great  practical  value  and 
convenience  to  everyone  interested. 

Millspaugh's  American  Medicinal  Plants. — We  s^re  very 
glad  to  hear  that  two-thirds  of  the  required  number  of  subscribers 
for  this  admirable  work,  have  been  obtained.  The  other  one-third 
should  be  made  up  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Institute. 


Defered. — A  large  number  of  book  notices  for  next  issue. 
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A  MEBEY  HEART  DOETH  GOOD  LIKE  A  MEDICINE. — SOLOMON. 

Medicine  for  Costliness  {Hahnemannian). — A  "French" 
nurse,  possessing  some  such  name  as  Bridget,  which  of  course,  as 
Mark  Twain  says,  is*  pronounced   Bri-jaj,  came  into  our  oflBce  the 

other  day  and  requested  some  medicine  for  Mrs.   — 's   baby. 

"What's  the  matter  with  it?"  "Shure,  its  very  costly /\i  is,  and 
my  mistress  wants  something  to  cure  its  costliness^  As  the  baby 
was  six  months  old  and  our  attendance  fee  had  not  yet  been  paid, 
we  concluded  a  bill  would  be  the  nearest  to  the  similimum.  But, 
upon  second  thought,  we  subdued  our  parsimony  and  sent  a  bot- 
tle of  Alumina.  The  costiveness  is  cured,  but  the  costliness  still  re- 
mains, and  as  it  is  becoming  chronic  we  fear  there  is  but  little 
chance  of  recovery. 

Kindred  Di&eases  {Medical  ^jf^).— ''Father,"  said  Jonny, 
"  this  paper  says  '  that  many  prominent  citizens  are  now  ill  with 
•  pneumonia  and  kindred  diseases.'  What  is  kindred  diseases,  fath- 
er?" **Why,  my  son,  a  kindred  disease  is — is — whjr,  yes,  yes!  a 
kindred  disease  is  one  that  runs  through  an  entiae  family,  kindred, 
relatives,  you  know.     Surprised  you  don't  know  that,  Johnny." 

The  Difference. — It  makes  a  diflference  whose  ox  is  gored  : 
"  What  did  the  doctor  say  of  me?"  nervously  inquired  the  sick 
man.  "  Oh,  he  didn't  say  anything,"  replied  his  triend,  encoura- 
gingly ;  "  but  there  is  no  occasion  for  any  alarm — he  seems  quite 
easy  and  well  satisfied."  "  Yes,"  retorts  the  sufferer,  "  so  would  I 
if  i  were  in  his  place." 

Time — Thyme  {Medical  Age). — "  Time  is  an  herb  that  cures 
all  diseases,"  said  the  late  B.  Franklin.  The  "  Imp  "  thinks  Ben- 
jamin was  no  better  posted  on '"yerbs"  than  he  was  in  orthogra- 
phy. Thyme  is  an  herb,  but  not  being  a  patent  medicine,  it  will 
not' cure  all  diseases. 

Not  any  more  Ocean  for  Me!''  exclaims  Mr.  Beecher. 
"  Never!  I  agree  with  Dr.  Thompson,  who  said  that  when  he 
came  on  deck  the  ocean  looked  like  one  vast  dose  of  ipecac.  One 
of  the  attractions  of  heaven  to  me  is  that '  there  shall  be  no  more 
sea.'  I  will  visit  Europe  again  when  I  can  walk  there  or  go  on 
wheels." 
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^n'i^ovKxi  S^ol^ice^  n^tc. 


Barnes.— Our  old  friend  and  correspondent,  Geo.  W.  Barnes.  M.  D., 
is  President  of  the  San  Diego  Natural  History  Society.  We  are  very 
glad  indeed  to  see  our  physicians  interests  in  this  scienca 

BoWers. — Josiah  Bowers,  M.  D.,  one  of  our  oldest  practitioners* 
now  relinquishing  practice,  offers  a  fine  lot  of  books  and  surgical  instru- 
ments at  half  price.    See  advertisement. 

Gilchrist.— It  will  be  noticed  tnat  Prof.  A.  G.  Beebe,  M.  D.,  of  Chi- 
cago, has  assumed  charge  of  the  Surgical  Department  of  this  Journal, 
in  place  of  Prof.  Gilchrist,  whose  engagements  will  prevent  his  writing 
for  the  Observer  this  year.  We  are  glad  to  know  that  he  has  not  lost 
interest  in  the  Journal,  and  we  shall  all  be  glad  to  hear  from  him  again. 

James.— Our  esteemed  colleague,  Bushrod  W.  James,  M.  D.,  has 
been  elected  President  of  the  Children's  Homoeopatic  Hospital,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, and  also  of  the  Hahnemann  Club  of  same  city. 

Leonard.— We  are  much  gratified  to  learn  that  W.  H.  Leonard,  M. 
D.,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  has  been  elected  professor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Gynaecology,  in  the  Medical  College  of  the  University  of  Minnesota. 

Strong.— T.  Morris  Strong,  M.  D.,  removes  from  Alleghany,  Pa.,  to . 
Ward's  Island,  New  York,  where  he  has  been  appointed  chief  of  staff 
of  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital.  We  shall  expect  to  hear  of  his  giving 
good  satisfaction  to  all  the  friends  of  this  institution.  He  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  N.  Y.  Homeopathic  College  of  1871.  Always  an  earnest 
worker  and  a  good  writer. 

Williamson.— Alonzo  P.  Williamson,  M.  D.,  son  of  the  late  Walter 
Williamson,  M.  D.,  resigns  his  position  at  the  Ward  Island  Homoeopathic 
Hospital,  to  accept  the  office  of  Assistant  Physician  to  the  New  York 
Homoeopathic  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  at  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  for  which 
place  he  has  eminent  qualifications. 


XECROLOGICAL. 

Holt.— Daniel  Holt,  M.  D.,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  departed  this  life  ou 
the  11th  of  April,  1883,  at  the  age  of  72  years.  He  had  been  an  active 
member  of  the  American  Institute  since  the  second  year  ot  its  org^ani- 
zation.    He  died  from  paralysis. 

Lewis.— Rev.  Richard  Lewis,  M.  D.,  of  Frankford,  Philadelphia^ 
died  suddenly  on  the  13th  of  April  last,  in  the  6ath  year  of  his  age.  He 
was  first  an  allopathic,  then  a  homoeopathic  graduate,  and  after  leavinjc 
the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  church,  became  a  successful  practitioner  of 
medicine. 

REMOVALS. 

Beebe,  Prof.  A.  G.,  from  90  Washington  St.  to  81  Park  Ave^  Chicago, 111. 
BoDLE,  Dr.  A  J.,  from  Bellaire,  Mich.,  to  Traverse  City,  Mich. 
CoLBORN,  Dr.  S.  H.,  from  Athol  to  Worcester,  Mass. 
DoY,  Dr.  W.  C ,  from  Allston  Station  to  Boston,  Mass. 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  C,  from  Champaign,  III.  to  Chicago,  III. 
Roberts,  Dr.  C.  H..  from  Jackson,  Mo.  to  Effingham,  III. 
RoRABACHER,  Dr.  Miles,  from  Litchfield,  Mich.,  to  Battle  Creek,  Mich. 


A.  G.  BKEHK,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,CblciiBi>.  111.,  SurMri/. 

.L,  H.  U.  330  West  TweaTy-nrUi  Utraet.  New  York  city,  TramlaUoni>,  Etc. 

)0  WLINU.  M.  D..  New  Yurk  City,  Uiteaeea  uf  Heart  and  LangK. 


PKOF.  H.  LLLTENTHAL, 

— wr.ivij.  M.  11.  Wpw  Viirlt  lllty,Dii(ea«eauf  i .  . 

Braia  and  Baitral  Semnv/  Syiltm. 
in  Aruiir,  Mluli,  Jfnterin  3fcd{ca. 

.  _£.  U..  A.llHnta.  Ua.,  CUmaXalnirir. 

H,  W.  TAVLOK,  H,  U..  Terra  Haute,  led.,  PTaeOee  uf  MeSietne. 

C.  a.  MOKLKV,  M.  D  ,  PontlBC,  Mloi,,  Uunacnbiffy. 

J.  B.  MABHUHN,  A.U.M.D.,  York8]irlDtci,  Pu..    Olutetriea. 

H.C.HOCGHT0!i.M,D.,&UK(J.  8.  NORTON,  M.O.,  New  York.  Ululogu  and  Oulithalmaloay. 

PBOK.  CLIFFOKI)  MTTCHELL,  A.B.,  M.D..  ClilcaEO,  lUlnnls.  Pltu^ulngical  ChanUtru. 

ALBEHX  lAiUtiE.  M.  U..  Detrdt,  Hluti..  Ciilltuea  nnd  S'icIffiM. 
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F'HOX  TBJB  LABORATORY  OF 

PARKE,  DAV^IS  &   CO., 

detroit,  mich.,  u.  s.  a. 
New  York  :  60  Maiden  Lane  ani3  2 1  Liberty  St. 


Standard  pharmaceutical  preparations  of  the  United  Slates  and  foreign  Phanracoporias  and 
non-officinal  pr<  parsttions  of  larsjt;  variety.  Of  tho  latter  c  ass  we  make  a  specialty  of  Fluid  Kx- 
tracis  prepared  trora  now  and  rare  dru^s  from  various  parts  of  the  world. 


FLUID  *  aOLID  EXTRACTS.  SUOAR  AND  GSLATINE  COATED  PILLS. 

RESINOIDS  AJO)  CO.VCXNTRITIONS.     EMPTY  GELATINE  CAPSULES. 


EXIXIRS,  WDVSS,  SYRUPti 
SOFT  FILLED  CAPSULES. 


NEW  DRUGS. 


FLUID  EXTRACTS. 


Aceitillo  Bark, 
Adrue, 

Ailantus  Glandulosa, 
Alligator  Pear  Seeds, 
Alstwiia  Constricta,True 
Anagallis  Arvensis, 
Acreca  Nuts, 
Bamboo  Briar  Root, 
Baycuru  Root, 
Bearsfoot, 

Berberis  Atjuifolium, 
Black  Haw, 
Blood  Flower, 
Boido  Leaves, 
California  Fever  Bush, 
California  Laurel, 
Carnauba  Root, 
Caroba  Leaves, 
Cascara  Amara, 
Cascara  Sagrada, 
Cedron  Seed, 
Ccreus  Bonplandii, 
CSreus  Grandiflorus, 


Cereus  McDooaldii, 
Cheken, 
Chewstick, 
Coca  Leaves, 
.Cockle  Burr, 
Cocolmecan, 
Com  Silk, 
Coto  Bark, 
Dnmiana, 
I>ita  Bark. 
Dubosia  I.<eaves, 
Elephant's  Foot, 


Iron  Wood,  Sabbatia  Campestri% 

Jaborandi,  Sandal  Wood, 

Jamaica  Dogwood,  Sarracenia  Plata, 

Jamaica  PimentoLeaves,Sassy  Bark, 
Judas  Tree,  Saw  Palmetto^ 

Jnriballi,  Shepherd's  Pune^ 

Kamala,  Sierra  Salvia, 

Kava  Kava,  Stylosanthes, 

Kooso  Flowers,        [erSjSundew, 
Lilv  of  the  Valley  Flow-Thapsia  Garganloa* 
Lilv  of  the  Valley  Root,  TomatD^ 


Matiaca, 


Ephedra  AntisypMlit!ca,Mango  Bark, 

Eucalyptus  Globulus,      Mango  Frui^ 

Evening  Primrose, 

Ginger,'  Mexican. 

Grindelia  Robusta, 

Grindelia  Squarrosa, 

Guaco  Leaves, 

Guarana, 

Helianthella, 

Honduras  Bark, 

Horsemint, 


Manzanita  Leaves, 
Mercury  Weed, 
Mistletoe, 
Musk  Root, 
Paraguay  Tea, 
Pulsatilla, 
Qiiebracho  Bark, 
Quinine  Flower, 
Rhus  Aromaticat 


Tonga, 
Urecnites  Subereda. 
UstilagoMaidis 
Vacdnum  Crassifofimi^ 
Vervain,  White. 
Wild  Bergamo^ 
Yef  ba  Buena, 
Yerba  Del  Mania, 
Yerba  Del  PolOb 
Yerba  Reuma, 
Yerba  Santa, 
Zoapatle. 


SUGA^B  COATED  PILLS. 


Our  list  of  Sugar  Coated  Pills  of  the  United  States  and  British  Pharmacopoeias  eompriaaa 
most  of  the  officinal  and  popular  formulae  known  to  the  profession,  to  which  which  we  have  add- 
ed  several  new  and  valuable  combinations.  Our  pills  are  made  entirely  by  hand,  from  tiie  poreal 
materials,  and  are  sugar  and  gelatine  coated  by  the  latest  and  most  approved  processes.  For  aolo- 
bllity,  regularity  in  s£ape,  and  beauty  of  iiidsh,  they  are  excelled  by  none. 

Important.— Our  pills  being  coated  while  the  mass  is  yet  soft,  will  remain  so  for  yer 
To  be  convinced  of  their  extraordinary  solubility,  it  is  only  necessary  to  open  a  few  of  them- 
instance,  quinine,  chinchonidia,  or  blue  pills,  all  of  which  are  usually  found  in  tilie  market  i 
and  insoluble.    Note  also  the  rapidity  with  which  the  coating  is  dissolved  in  the  aaliTa. 


GELATINE  PHARMACEUTICALS. 

One  of  the  greatest  improvements  of  modem  pharmacy  is  tiie  use  of  G^tine  In  var 
forms  to  render  medicines  more  sightiy,  and  to  disguise  their  nauseous  taste.    This  has  given  . 
ori^n  to  the  Gelatine  Coated  Pill— a  full  line  of  which,  of  similar  formulae  to  oar  sus^  coa. 
pills,  will  be  found  on  our  list— and  also  to  the  Hard,  and  the  Soft  Gelatine  Capsules.  We  are  di' 
pen»ng  Hard  Capsules,  empty  and  filled.    The  Soft  Elastic  Capsules,  however,  are  from  the  r- 
ttire  ortheir  formation,  always  filled  before  leaving  our  laboratory.    These  Gapsnles  are  so  ■• 
and  elastic  that  their  walls  may  be  brought  into- Juxtaix>^tion,  and  yet  they  will  regain  thdr  o 
inal  shape  aud  size  when  the  pressure  is  removed.    This  property  renders  them  very  easy  of 

flutition,  and  they  will  slip  down  like  an  oyster  or  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  though  the  largest  of  1 
ave  a  capacitjr  of  half  a  fluidounce. 


-SFECIALTIES.- 


Liquor  Brgptas  Parificatm^ 
Chloi 


Warburg's  TlnclBre,  ^ 

Solution  of  Slerotic  Add,  Chlor- Anodyne, 

Nitrite  of  Amyl  Pearls,  Tonga, 

Sanguis  Bovinus  Bxsiccatas,  Hoang-Naa, 

Liquor  Addi  Phosphorid,  Menthol, 

*f      «*        u       Cbmpoond,  Chaolmoogra  OU, 

JSoluble  Slasdc  Capsule^  Gurjirn  Balaam. 


Goa  Powder, 
Crude  Petroleum 
Chian  Turpentine, 
Concentrated  Ext  Witch  > 
Morure  or  Mercuria  VegaL 
Sugar  Test  Flasks, 
Empty  Gelatine  Oapaulas. 
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ALBERT  LODGE,  M.  D.,  DETROIT,  MICHIGAN,   EDITOR. 

THE  ELEMENTS  OF  A  MEDICAL  EDUCATION, 

CLIFFORD  MITCHELL,  A.  B.,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Chemistry^  Chicago  Homoeopathic  College. 

To  those  interested  in  the  progress  of  medical  education  the  Jun- 
ior or  first  year  course  in  our  Medical  Colleges  has  become  an  ob- 
ject of  especial  attention.  The  reception  which  a  student  has  on 
first  entering  an  institution,  the  didactic  treatment  which  he  en- 
counters and  the  personal  attitude  of  the  professors  toward  him 
make  the  strongest  kind  of  an  impression.  The  successful  profes- 
sional career  of  many  a  physician  dates  from  his  first  week  in  the 
medical  school.  This  is  particularly  the  case  with  those  who,  from 
no  fault  of  their  own,  have  lacked  the  previous  training  of  a  litera- 
ry college,  and  whose  knock  on  the  door  of  the  professional  school 
is  hesitating  and  timid.  If  such  are  greeted  kindly,  are  shown  that 
the  race  is  not  for  the  swift  alone,  that  the  professors  are  zealous 
in  the  cause  of  education,  and  systematic  in  presenting  the  essen- 
tials of  the  diflferent  subjects,  the  young  aspirant  takes  heart  and 
writes  home  that  he  "is  going  to  be  a  doctor"!  While  it  is  useless 
to  attempt  to  be  suecebsful  in  any  pursuit  without  close  application 
and  ceasless  industry,  the  manner  in  which  the  profession  is  enter- 
ed has  all  to  do  with  the  development  of  that  enthusiastic  interest 
which  alone  rouses  the  man  to  put  forth  all  his  efforts. 

In  copsidering  the  elements  which  go  to  make  up  a  satisfactory 
Junior  course  there  are  four  which  particularly  suggest  themselves. 

I.  The  manner  in  which  the  subjects   are  presented  to  the 
student. 

II.  The  willingness  of  the  various  professors  to  teach. 

III.  The  removal  of  that  morbid  dread  of  examinations  so  com- 
mon to  even  the  best  students. 

.  IV.    Equipment. 

10 
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I. 

The  first  duty  of  the  occupant  of  a  Junior  chair  is  to  con- 
dense his  subject  in  such  a  way  that  the  attention  and  memory  of 
the  student  be  not  fatigued  in  acquiring  a  mass  of  useless  details. 
Many  teachers,  over-conscientious,  insist  on  requiring  a  knowledge 
of  quibbles  and  subtleties  as  well  as  of  the  broad  undisputed  facts. 

It  may  be  said,  however,  in  regard  to  Anatomy,  that  the  more 
the  student  knows  the  better.  This  subject  being  the  foundation  of 
all  medical  learning  can  not  be  hurried  over  with  profit.  The  lecturer 
then  makes  a  serious  error  who,  after  teaching  the  geoecraphy  of  the 
trunk,  omits  that  of  the  feet  and  hands  as  being  of  no  importance! 
The  writer  has  often  thought  that  if  there  was  any  one  thing  alone 
that  would  influence  him  for  or  against  one  Medical  College  more 
than  another  it  would  be  its  professor  of  anatomy.  It  is  useless  to 
expect  any  interest  or  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  a  class  unless  they 
like  the  incumbent  of  that  chair  ;  conversely,  the  fame  of  a  cbllege 
which  has  a  successful  teacher  of  anatomy  is  spread  abroad  over 
the  land.  If  the  students  find  a  man  interested,  first",  in  his  sub- 
ject and  second,  in  them  with  a  genial,  kindly,  helping  nature  they 
will  take  hold  of  the  work  and  work  with  a  will ;  otherwise  the 
subject  is  a  sealed  book.  Imagine  a  dry,  sarcastic,  ill-natured  being 
creating  any  interest  in  the  cranial  bones  with  their  intricacies  and 
articulations.  On  the  other  hand,  the  writer  has  seen  classes  who 
never  found  out  that  the  sphenoid  was  difficult  until  they  met  stu- 
dents of  other  colleges. 

Many  think  the  time  devoted  to  dissection  as  wasted  but  waiv- 
ing considerations  of  utility  there  is  certainly  nothing  in  the  J.un- 
ior  course  which  can  compete  with  the  dissecting  table  as  a  means 
of  exciting  thfe  interest  of  the  student  and  abolishing  the  tedium  of 
acquirement. 

Physiology  is  a  subject  which  in  the  hands  of  a  skilled  worker 
can  be  presented  in  the  most  fascinating  manner.  Even  the  prox- 
imate principles  which  usually  hang  as  so  many  leaden  weights  to 
the  neck  of  the  student,  if  illustrated  chemically,  microscopically 
and  with  a  plentiful  amount  of  charts  can  be  rendered  attractive. 
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Vivisections  are  a  dangerous  rival  to  the  outstretched  cadaver  and 
will  arouse  interest  in  many  who  are  indifferent  to  the  charms  of 
dissections.  The  use  of  electricity  also  in  connection  with  vivisec- 
tions locates  definately  the  seat  of  the  senses  and  functions  in  many 
instances  and  the  power  exerted  by  the  latter  over  the  organs  of 
the  body  can  be  accurately  shown.  I  know  of  no  subject  so  charm- 
ing as  physiology  when  entered  into  with  enthusiasm  by  a  brilliant 
scientific  man  acquainted  with  the  most  recent  discoveries%nd 
fond  of  individual  research. 

If  there  is  any  subject  more  than  another  in  which  the  stu- 
dent^s  nose  is  usualiy  held  to  the  grindstone  it  is  that  of  Chemistry. 
As  a  rule  this  branch  is  simply  odious  to  the  learner.  In  a  paper 
published  in  the  Medical  Counselor  some  years  ago  there  were  dis- 
cussed at  length  the  causes  which  tend  to  bring  Chemistry  into  dis- 
repute and  showed  how  it  may  be  rescued  from  the  slough  into 
which  it  -has  fallen.  In  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  this  subject 
is  to  be  presented  to  the  medical  student.  The  writer  holds  that 
the  good  old-fashioned  theory  of  making  an  analytical  chemist  out 
of  the  embryo  physician  is  arrant  nonsense.  It  can  be  done  with 
some  show  of  success  Jn  a  few  endowed  colleges  where  three  and 
four  year  courses  are  required,  but  in  the  rank  and  file  of  our  col- 
leges if  it  be  attempted  the  student  spends  his  entire  time  trying 
to  learn  the  different  tests  for  nickel  and  cobalt  (which,  by  the 
way,  he  never  learns)  without  learning  how  to  tell  albumin  in  the 
urine  from  the  .phosphates.  He  should  be  taught  analysis  very  care- 
fully to  a  certain  extent,  namely,  to  such  as  will  enable  him  to  rec- 
ognize the  most  frequent  and  flagrant  adultrations  of  food  and 
drugs  ;  more  complex  work  if  he  encounters  any  in  his  practice  let 
him  hand  over  to  the  specialist.  Imagine  a  country  practitioner 
with  an  office  hour  in  three  different  counties  fitting  up  a  laboratory 
and  making  a  quantitative  analysis  of  an  iron  ore!  He  should  be 
able  to  judge  approximately  however  whether  the  wells  of  his  pa- 
tients are  contaminated,  whether  his  chloroform  and  ether  are  reas- 
onably pure,  and  whether  his  quinine  be  salicylic  acid  or  not,  be- 
sides other  things  of  practical  use.    Throw  chemical  physics  to  the 
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dogs  if  unmuzzled,  but  teach    chemical  physic,  pure,  simple  and 
unadulterated. 

11. 

Having  condensed  the  subjects  and  clipped  them  of  defacing 
excrescences,  next  teach  them.  It  is  an  old  saw  that,  which  pities 
the  drudgery  of  teachers.  The  writer  will  take  this  opportunity 
to  say  that  if  a  teacher  finds  his  work  to  be  drudgery  we  do  not 
want  him  in  our  Junior  Course. 

The  only  theory  of  successful  teaching  is  to  have  constant  re- 
gard for  the  drudgery  of  the  taught  and  not  to  be  troubled  by  that 
of  the  teacher. 

The  remote  cause  then  of  fondness  for  teaching  is  an  innate 
desire  to  help.  A  teacher  should  be  willing  to  work,  knowing  well 
that  no  matter  how  hard  he  works  the  student  must  necessarily 
work  harder  and  will  be  grateful  for  all  efforts  of  his  preceptor  to 
lighten  the  load.  The  writer  claims,  moreover,  that  there  is  no 
one  of  ordinary  health  and  intellect  who  can  not  be  taught  any- 
thing in  our  Junior  courses,  so  as  to  be  able  to  pass  his  examina- 
tion with  the  others  if  the  incumbent  of  the  chair  is  willing  to  de- 
vote the  time  and  energy  in  preparing,  condensing  and  simplifying 
his  subject. 

III. 

The  one  really  absurd  characteristic  of  Junior  students  is  their 
morbid  dread  of  examinations.  Many  (who  have  never  before  been 
in  a  large  institution  where  the  work  of  a  year  depends  wholly  on 
a  week  of  examinations  at  the  end  of  it)  in  ay  possibly  be  forgiven 
for  being  afraid  they  will  not  "pass".  It  is  a  subject  more  for,  the 
neurologist  than  for  the  Junior  teacher,  as  it  is  most  acute  often  in 
the  best  students  ;  so  much  so  that  it  has  become  early  in  the  year 
with  the  writer  almost  a  means  of  predicting  which  of  our  studemts 
will  stand  highest.  In  an  institution  where  the  teachers  are  graS^ 
brusque  in  delivery,  impatient  of  explanation  and  sarcastic  in  re- 
partee, the  writer  has  seen  many  really  good,  conscientious,  hard- 
working students  almost  nervously  prostrated  before  examinations. 
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The  fear  of  not  passing  often  disturbs  the  student,  neverthe- 
less, where  everything  is  being  done  to  help  him  ;  this  results  whol- 
ly from  ignorance  of  the  requirements  and  from  inexperience.  The 
writer  has  taught  chemistry  and  other  subjects  for  half  a  dozen 
years  and  never  yet  failed  to  see  a  student  pass  an  examination 
who  attended  regularly  the  lectures  and  laboratory  exercises,  and 
did  the  average  amount  of  study.  In  fact  the  total  per-centage  of 
those  who  from  any  or  all  causes  fail  to  pass  is  remarkably  small 
being  limited  generally  to  two  or  three  who  are  practically  out  of 
any  "race''  and  below  the  average  intelligence  in  all  respects.  De- 
spite the  knowledge  of  these  particulars  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to 
persuade  many  students  who  are  certain  of  getting  90  per  cent  or 
more,  that  they  will  have  any  chance  of  "passing".  In  such  cases 
of  "examinophobia"  it  is  well  to  have  a  few  "mock"  examinations 
during  the  term,  where  set  questions  are  given  the  student,  the  an- 
swers written  out  by  him  and  handed  to  the  professor  and  marked 
by  the  latter.  A  few  experiences  of  this  kind  will  generally  satisfy 
the  most  morbid  that  he  is  in  greater  danger  of  "100"  than  failure. 

IV. 

The  last  element  and  one  of  the  most  important  for  success  in 
giving  a  Junior  course  is  equipment.  Older  colleges  would  seem 
to  have  an  advantage  over  their  younger  rivals  in  this  respect ;  yet 
some  of  the  oldest  colleges  in  the  country  are  fche  most  lacking  in  ap- 
pointments and  are  droning  along  in  the  same  antediluvian,  pre- 
historic, fossilized  methods  which  were  nursery  legends  to  Methu- 
selah. 

Given  in  anatomy  a  fine  museum,  with  plenty  of  skeletons, 
bones,  charts,  models  and  manikins;  in  physiology  and  histology; 
numerous  charts,  maps,  microscopes  and  specimens;  in  chemistry  a 
finely  equipped  laboratory  for  the  student  to  work  in; with  this  equip- 
ment and  with  observance  of  the  other  elements  I,  II,  III,  already 
discussed  the  student  can  have  the  subject  tauorlit  to  him  in  such  a 
way  that  the  labor  and  drudgery  of  the  course  is  reduced  to  a  min- 
imum,    he   will   find    no    difficulty    in    keeping    up    with    the 
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class,  is  in  good  spirits,  attentive,  industrious  and  interestecT — and» 
what  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  him,  stands  a  better  chance  of 
passing  his  examination,  and  knows  that  he  does,  than  in  institu- 
tions where  all  the  burden  is  on  the  students  shoulders,  and  the 
lectures  merely  lessons  in  faulty  elocution. 

PROGRAMME  FOR  A  JUNIOR  COtJRSE. 

AN^ATOMY. 

The  course  in  Anatomy  should  begin  with  a  lecture  outlining 
the  entire  work  of  the  session  after  which  every  part  of  the  work 
the  body  should  be  taken  up  in  detail,  beginning  with  the  bones. 
The  subject  to  be  lectured  upon  should  be  announced  the  day  pre- 
uious  and  the  student  should  be  expected  to  be  familiar  with  it  on 
entering  the  room.  The  method  of  teaching:  should  be  a  skilfully 
conducted  system  of  quizzing  by  which  the  student  is  not  only 
trained  in  memorizing  and  thoroughly  mastering  the  subject  but 
also  in  the  expression  of  his  knowledge.  There  is  much  history, 
philosophy,  science  and  art  connected  with  the  study  of  anatomy: 
in  it  the  student's  taste  for  thorough  and  exhaustive  investigation 
and  accuracy  and  memory  is  trained  to  the  utmost  degree.  All 
embarrassment  on  the  part  of  the  learaer  vanishes  remarkably  soon 
under  this  method  of  teaching  by  quizzing,  the  hour  never  drags 
but  passes  even  too  quickly  both  for  student  and  teacher.  After  a 
thorough  and  comprehensive  study  of  the  bones  and  the  joints 
which  connect  them  the  cadaver  should  be  introduced  to  the  class. 
The  tissues  are  now  described  in  order  of  their  appearance,  beginning 
with  the  skin.  Most  of  the  teacher's  dissection  being  done  before 
the  class,  muscle  after  muscle,  nerve  after  nerve,  and  blood  vessel 
after  blood  vessel  is  studied  in  accurate  detail  under  the  scalpel. 
The  study  of  the  soft  parts  then  partakes  more  of  their  relation  to 
each  other-regional  or  surgical  anatomy-than  of  a  separate  and  dis- 
connected description.  The  brain  is  first  studied  as  a  whole,  the 
wonderful  arrangement  of  its  circulation,  membranous  supports 
and  the  water  bed  upon  which  it  rests  being  specially  dwelt  upon. 
Th^  important  convolutions  are  named  and  faculties  Ideated  so  far 
as  known.    The  cranial  nerves  are  traced  with  great  accuracy  from 
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origin  to  distribution.  The  impprtant  ganglia  of  the  brain  and 
their  relation  to  the  ventricular  cavity  are  also  carefully  studied; 
in  following  the  nerves  special  attention  is  directed  to  the  singular 
fact  noticed  by  Hilton  and  Ranny,  that  where  one  branch  of  a 
nerve  supplies  a  joint,  another  branch  of  the  same  nerve  is  distrib- 
uted to  the  muscles  that  move  the  joint  and  a  third  to  the  skin  cov- 
ering the  surface  of  the  muscles  and  joint  in  question. 

This  makes  the  study  of  the  anatomy  of  the  nerves  very  prac- 
tical and  intensely  interesting,  from  the  surgical  cases  cited  as  il- 
lustrations. 

Before  the  thora^  is  opened  the  actual  situation  of  the  viscera 
is  carefully  outlined  with  pins  or  chalk.  The  walls  of  the  chest  are 
then  described,  the  anterior  wall  carefully  removed  and  everything 
studied  in  situ  before  the  removal  of  the  various  organs.  Aside 
from  the  usual  description  of  the  heart  and  lungs,  special  attention 
is  called  to  the  peculiar  action  of  the  diaphragm  upon  the  pericar- 
dium and  areolar  framework  of  the  chest  explaining  the  physiolog- 
ical necessity  for  abdominal  respiration  in  speaking,  singing  and 
healthful  living. 

The  abdominal  viscera  are  studied  in  the  same  manner,  the 
nine  regions  mapped  out  upon  the  distended  abdomen  of  the  cada- 
ver, the  walls  within  are  carefully  studied  and  as  the  abdominal 
cavity  is  entered,  the  various  organs  are  searched  for  and  examined 
in  their  places  before  entering  upon  the  detailed  study  of  each. 
One  by  one  they  are  then  taken  from  their  resting  places,  in  the 
presence  of  the  class,  and  studied  iu  all  their  essential  details.  The 
odor  of  the  cadaver  is  overcome  by  embalming  and  the  vivid  de- 
scription of  the  organs  whose  action  is  essential  to  our  very  life 
throws  an  intense  interest  upon  the  mortal  remains  used  for  illus- 
tration. But  the  lecture  room  is  not  the  best  place  to  master  the 
study  of  anatomy.  This  can  be  done  only  by  the  critical  dissection 
of  every  part.  To  accomplish  this  each  student  should  be  required 
to  dissect  the  head,  neck,  arm,  chest,  leg  and  abdominal  cavity.  It 
is  surprising  how  dull  students,  careless  students  and  students  of 
all  descriptions,  including  of  course  as  well  the  bright  ones,  will  by 
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defipnees  have  their  interest  in  the  study  of  anatomy  aroused  to  the 
extent  of  positive  enthusiasm  before  the  first  month  of  college  has 
slipped  away.  The  most  appropriate  place  for  flowers  is  on  graves 
and  the  interest  and  attention  which  the  teacher  seems  to  command 
and  engage  in  his  department  proves  that  the  subject  must  be  ap- 
propriately decorated. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

The  courses  in  physiology  should  be  elaborate,  comprehensive 
and  practical. 

After  giving  a  general  outline  of  the  whole  science  each  sub- 
ject is  taken  up  in  systematic  order,  discussing  it  as  a  scientific  ques-- 
tion,  then  giving  its  relation  and  importance  in  practical  medicine. 

Each  subject  is  prefaced  by  the  general  and  special  anatomy  of 
the  organ  and  its  special  histological  structure. 

The  numerous  physiological  and  histological  charts  and  maps 
belonging  to  this  department  should  enable  the  student  in  a  short 
time  to  learn  the  topography  of  the  human  body  and  the  peculiar 
histological  structures  of  the  several  organs. 

The  proximate  principles  which  usually  hang  as  so  many 
leaden  weights  to  the  neck  of  the  student  are  illustrated  chemically, 
microscopically,  or  by  the  use  of  charts,  and  their  office  in  the  ani- 
mal economy,  as  substances  of  assimilation  or  disassimilation,  point-* 
ed  out  clearly  and  distinctly. 

Digestion  is  thoroughly  elaborated   by  Vivi  sections    which 
show  the  stomach,  intestines  and   lacteals  in   the   performance  of 
'  their  natural  functions.     The  gastric  juice,   pancreatic  juice  and 
hile  are  removed  from  the  body   and  their  power  to  digest  the  dif- 
ferent elements  of  food  carefully  observed. 

The  changes  of  air  during  respiration:  the  effect  of  such 
ii?han«:es  upon  the  blood:  the  mechanical  movements  of  the  lungs 
and  the  respiratory  sense  are  all  clearly  brought  out  by  class  dem- 
onstration under  the  head  of  respiration. 

In  discussing  circulation  the  chief  aim  is  to  give  the  student  a 

<».orrect  idea  of  the  causes  of  circulation,  the  elements  which  form 
the  pulse,  the  character  and  movement  of  the  circulatory  organs 
and  the  parts  in  which  the  changes  occur  in  the  vital  fluid. 
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Ry  the  mechanical  appliances  and  vivisections  the  subject  is 
made  one  of  the  most  interesting  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  valua- 
ble of  the  course. 

The  recent  theories  of  the  origin  of  the  blood  and  the  glands 
which  produce  it  are  discussed  at  some  length  and  carefully  compar- 
ed with  the  older  views. 

Under  the  head  of  "excretions"  the  chief  attention  is  directed 
to  the  urine  and  urinary  organs.  The  minute  histology  of  the  kid- 
neys, the  parts  performed  by  the  Malpighian  corpuscles  and  convi- 
lated  tu|>es  in  separating  the  organic  and  inorganic  constituents  of 
the  urine  are  examined  with  every  degree  of  care. .  At  the  same 
time  the  seat  of  the  lesions  in  the  kidneys,  when  certain  physiolog- 
ical structures  are  found  in  the  urine  are  distinctly  pointed  out. 

The  special  senses  are  taught  by  experiments  upon  animals, 
diagrams  and  models.  By  means  of  electricity  in  connection  with 
viva  sections  the  mode  of  action  of  the  nervous  system  is  made  sec- 
ond to  none  in  interest  and  simplicity.  The  seat  of  senses  and 
functions  in  most  instances  can  be  definately  located  and  the  pow- 
er they  exert  over  the  organs  of  the  body  accurately  studied. 

Embryologv  and  reproduction  are  taught  according  to  the 
most  recent  views  and  elaborated  sufficiently  to  give  the  student  a 
full  understanding  of  the  subject.  Each  chapter  is  closed  with  a 
brief  and  concise  discourse  upon  the  pathological  conditions  which 
act  as  inevitable  causes  in  preserving  the  functions  of  the  organs. 
The  aim  is  to  ever  keep  before  the  mind  Of  the  student  the  ideal 
hgalthful  man,  as  a  standard,  by  which  he  can  measure  the  degree 
of  disease  in  his  patient  and  arrive  at  a  reasonable  conclusion  of  its 
causes. 

The  histological  department  should  be  complete  in  every  re- 
spect.  The  material  and  instruments  should  be  numerous  and  ad- 
equate, and  the  laboratory  one  of  the  finest.  The  course  is  prefac- 
ed by  a  series  of  lectures  upon  the  construction  of  the  microscope, 
microscopical  accessories,  its  mamp illation  and  the  powers  required 
for  the  examination  of  different  tisscros.  Also  the  modes  of  obtain- 
ing histological  specimens,   the  different   processes   of  hardening. 
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stainiDg  and  mounting  for  immediate  and  permanent  use.  Ani- 
mals and  separate  organs  are  injected  before  the  class  and  the  val- 
ue of  the  different  fluids  and  modes  fully  discussed.  The  lectures 
cover  all  the  normal  tissues  of  the  body  and  as  many  of  the  patho- 
logical tissues  as  are  of  practical  value  to  the  physician. 

The  student  after  receiving  full  instruction  is  required  to  pre- 
pare and  mount  specimens  and  preserve  them,  as  a  part  of  the 
course  and  as  a  memento  of  his  college  work.  The  department 
should  secure  the  services  of  a  skilled  artist  and  microscopist  who 
can  rapidly  and  correctly  illustrate  upon  the  board  the  structure  of 
the  tissue  under  examination.  By  this  process  the  student  be- 
comes easily  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  appearance  of 
normal  and  abnormal  tissues  and  learns  the  value  of  the  micro- 
scope as  an  aid  in  medicine  and  diagnosis. 

CHEMISTRY. 

t 

The  course  in  chemistry  should  consist  largely  of  laboratory 
work  superintended  by  the  professor  in  person.  Lectures  and  quiz- 
zes  should  also  be  given  by  him;  the  order  of  the  work  being  lec- 
ture, laboratory  exercise,  quiz.  The  Professor  will  lecture  on  a 
substance  illustrating  his  remarks  by  a  few  well  chlsen,  instructive 
experiments;  the  next  day  the  class  will  repair  to  the  finely  equip- 
ped laboratory  and  there  under  his  guidance,  themselves  experiment 
with  the  substances  lectured  upon  the  day  before.  On  the  third 
day  the  professor  will  hold  a  quiz  for  those  wishing  it  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  lecture  and  laboratory  exercise.  While  this  is  the  regular 
order  of  work  done  by  the  professor  himself  arrangements  should  be 
made  by  which  those  of  the  class  desiring  it  can  have  daily  labora- 
tory work  and  a  competent  and  experienced  assistant  should  repeat 
»uch  exercises  given  by  the  professor  as  give  more  than  usual  diffi- 
culty.   The  advantages  of  this  system  of  instruction  are  as  follows: 

1.  A  systematic,  uninterrupted  course  of  lectures  throughout  the 
term. 

2.  Familiarity,  on  the  part,  of  the  student  with  the  substances 
lectured  upon,  through  personal  handling  and  experiment  in  the 
laboratory.  . 
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3.  By  means  of  quizzes  all  the  advantages  of  a  private  class  with 
none  of  the  cost,  all  quizzes  being  without  charge. 

4.  Unusual  help  and  instruction  for  those  naturally  backward 
in  chemistry  by  means  of  the  constant  repetition. 

The  order  in  which  th^^  different  subjects  should  be  taken  up 
is  as  follows: 

A  few  lectures  on  the  theory  are  given,  (this  part  of  the  work 
being  wonderfully  condensed  and  abbreviated)  after  which  the  com- 
pounds of  such  metals  as  are  used  in  medicine  are  described  with 
well  performed,  instructive  experiments  for  each,  varying  the  num- 
ber according  to  the  importance  of  the  salt.  The  compounds  of 
Mercury,  Lead,  Copper,  Arsenic,  Antimony,  the  mineral  acids  and 
the  alkalies  receive  special  attention.  It  should  not  be  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Professor  to  spend  half  the  term  on  the  tnetals  alone 
and  rush  hastily  through  animal  chemistry  and  toxicology.  On 
the  contrary,  an  effort  should  be  made  to  make  animal  chemistry 
the  attraction.  After  a  rapid  course  in  the  chemistry  of  organic  sub- 
stances used  as  drugs,  the  chemistry  of  the  structure  of  the  body  is 
discussed,  followed  by  that  of  digestion,  absorption,  respiration, 
nutrition,  the  urine,  secretions  and  excretions,  the  flesh  and  differ- 
ent tissues,  and  exudations.  In  studying  these  subjects  the  student 
will  learn  in  particular  the  latest  facts  and  discoveries  concerning 
albuminous  substances,  the  gastric  juice,  the  bile  and  intestinal  fluids, 
the  constitution  of  the  blood,  of  the  urine  and  urinary  calculi,  and 
of  the  milk.  Last  of  all  Toxicology  should  be  taken  up;  exhaust- 
ive lectures  on  arsenic,  morphine  and  strychnine  are  delivered  and 
the  study  of  the  class  in  general  directed  to  the  most  important 
poisons.  In  the  laboratory  each  student  should  have  a  desk  of  his 
own  to  work  at,  and  well  examine  personally  the  most  important 
substances  used  in  medicine,  become  familiar  with  their  solubilities, 
incompatibilities,  etc.,  from  actual  observation  and  experiment.  He 
should  also  be  taught  the  simplest  methods  of  detecting  them  and 
their  adultrants.  A  course  in  detecting  adulterations  of  foods 
should  be  given  and  the  contamination  of  water  studied.  The  lab- 
oratory, course  in  analysis  should  be  made  made  the  teature  of  the 
term.  The  class  should  also  *  be  drilled  in  the  examination  of  tis- 
sues, blood  stains  and  other  work  pertaining  to  animal  chemistry. 
Large  sums  should  be  expended  upon  the  equipment  of  the  labora- 
tory and  everything  arranged  for  accomplishins:  the  work  in  a  grad- 
ual progressive  and  thorough  manner.  The  student  should  not  be 
crowded  through  a  multitude  of  isolated  facts  but  should  progress 
slowly,  carefully  and  thoroughly  with  reference  (1,)  to  quality  of 
work  rather  than  quantity;  and  (2.)  to  preparing  him  for  his  exam- 
anation  in  such  a  way  that  he  can  hardly  fail  to  pass. 
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S.  A.  JONES,  M.  D.,  ANN  ARBOR,  EDITOR. 

HYPERICUM  PERFORATUM.    * 
We  lately  studied  Arnica  and  published  our  study  in  the  Feb- 
ruary number  of  North  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,    Let 
us  now  perform  the  same  duty  to  other  drugs,  and  let  us  be- 
gin with  Hyper,  per/. 

Stills  and  Maisch  (National  Dispensatory,  p.  735),  after  de- 
scribing the  .plant,  acknowledge  that  the  ancients  attributed  to  it 
stimulating,  drying,  cleansing  arid  cicatrizing  virtues;  held  it  to  be 
diuretic  and  emmenagogue,  and  a  specific  remedy  for  wounds,  ulcers 
and  burns.     In  the  middle  ages,  analagous  virtues  were  ascribed  to 

it  as  well  as  curative  powers  in  calculous  affections,  intestinal 
worms  and  mental  disorders.  In  more  recent  times  it  was  ^iven 
for  the  relief  of  chronic  catarrhs  of  the  lungs,  bowels  and  unnary 
passages,  and  was  especially  esteemed  in  the  last.  It  was  also  used 
in  hot  infusion  to  bring  on  retarded  menses.  Externally,  it  was 
applied  in  the  fresh  state,  bruised,  as  a  discutient  for  recent  contu- 
sions and  for  the  relief  of  local  pains.  .  The  flowers  of  St.  John's 
wort,  immersed  in  oil  in  a  bottle  and  hung  in  the  sun  for  a  month 
or  two,  give  to  the  oil  a  dark  red  color  (red  oil),  forming  one  of  the 
most  popular  applications  made  to  excoriations,  wounds  and  bruises, 
both  in  Europe  and  in  this  country.  Modern  science  substitutes 
for  it  medicines,  whose  remedial  effects  are  conceived  to  be  more 
intelligible,  therefore,  requiescat  in  pace  among  old  lumber,  and  no 
recent  authority  in  allopathic  Materia  Medica  considers  it  worthy 
to  resuscitate  it  from  this  oblivion. 

Though  a  remedy  of  the  ancients,  Hahnemann  does  not  men- 
tion it.  (j.  F.  Muller. published  his  provings  in  the  fifth  and  sixth 
volume  of  the  Hygea  (1837-38),  but  found  it  only  serviceable  in  some 
reflex  headaches.  Arndt  fails  to  mention  it  in  Hempel's  Materia 
Medica,  2d  edition.  Burt,  always  so  valuable  by  his  desire  to  give 
a  physiological  explanation  to  the  action  of  each  drug,  thinks  that 
it  produces  congestion  through  capillary  paralysis  and  a  kind  of  a 
rheumatoid  inflammation,  evincing  itself  by  a  bruised  sensation  in 
the  joints.     He  also  asserts  that  it  has  proved  itself  as   much  a 

•Prof.  S.  Lilienthal  in  May  numl)er  North  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy. 
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specific  in  injuries  of  tUe  nervous  system^  as  Arnica  has  in  injuries  of 
the  muscular  system;  and  that  it  shows  a  special  adaptation  to  me- 
chanical injuries  of  the  spinal  cord  and  the  nerves  at  their  peri- 
pheral extremities,  also  in  mechanical  injuries,  wounds  by  nails  or 
splinters  in  the  feet,  needles  under  the  nails,  squeezing  or  hammer- 
ing of  the  toes  and  fingers,  especially  the  tips  of  the  fingers,  when 
the  nerves  have  been  lacerated  or  torn,  with  excruciating  pains. 
It  prevents  lockjaw  from  wounds  in  the  soles  of  the  feet,  or  of  the 
fingers  and  palms  of  the  hands  (Prof.  Franklin,  Ann  Arbor.) 

Taking  Bryant's  Manual  of  Surgery  as  our  text  book,  we  learn 
that  tetanus  is  a  spasmodic  affection,  produced  by  reflected  irrita- 
tion set  up  by  a  local  disease,  is  rarely  associated  with  any  consti- 
tutional disturbance',  and  is,  ifbr  the  most  part,  cured  on  the  removal 
of  its  cause.  The  earliest  indications  of  its  approach  are  generally 
a  difficulty  in  opening  the  mouth,  with  stiffness  in  the  muscles  of 
the  lower  jaw,  a  tetanic  grin  or  risus  sardonicus;  difficulty  of  swal- 
lowing (any  attempt  to  drink  fluids  exciting  spasms  of  the  muscles 
of  deglutition  and  often  of  respiration),  with  pain,  due  to  spasm  of 
the  diaphragm,  shooting  through  the  body  from  the  scrobiculus 
cordis.  As  the  disease  progresses,  we  may  have  opisthotonos,  pleu- 
rosthotonos  or  emprosthotonos.  When  the  jaw  is  unlocked  by  a 
spasm  of  the  depressor  muscles,  the  tongue  is  sometimes  suddenly 
snot  out  from  between  the  teeth  and  often  wounded.  With  declin- 
ing strength  the  pulse  becomes  rapid  and  feeble,  the  expression  of 
the  countenance  betokens  agony  of  the  body  and  despair  of  tne 
mind. 

Aocording  to  Allen's  Encyclopaedia,  Vol.  V.,  Art.  Hypericum, 
we  find  the  mental  symptoms  of  tetanus  fully  covered  by  the  drug: 
80,  feeling  of  tension  in  cheeks;  85,  dull  jerking  pain  in  cheeks; 
194,  tightness  in  chest,  oppression  in  chest;  216,  tension  in  the 
nape  of  neck,  motion  of  head  is  painful;  tension  in  the  nape  of 
neck,  with  jjressure  and  sticking  in  the  middle  of  the  chest;  298, 
twitchings  of  muscles  in  the  back;  232,  feeling  of  stiffness  in  the 
limbs;  painfulness  in  all  the  joints;  337,  trembling  and  cramp  in 
left  arm  and  fingers;  255,  crawling  and  drawing  along  the  course 
of  the  sciatic  nerve:  264,  painful  tension  like  a  cramp  in  the  soles 
*of  the  feet;  272,  frequent  starting  up  as  from  affright,  always  with 
rising  of  great  heat  into  the  neck;  273,  lameness  and  stiffness  with 
spasmodic  restlessness  in  the  muscles  and  tendons,  often  waking 
from  sleep.  Hints  enough  to  make  it  a  worthy  addition  to  our 
armamentarium  in  this  treacherous  disease,  though  neither  Frank- 
lin, Gilchrist  nor  Helmuth  mention  it  in  th^ir  works  on  surgery, 
but  instead  of  it  give  us  others,  whose  similarity  with  the  symptom- 
complex  of  tetanus  or  trismus  we  could  not  decipher. 

In  concussion  of  the  brain  or  of  the  spinal  cord,  the  indications 
hint  strongly  to  Hypericum,  if  we  read  between  the  lines. 
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Bryant  (1.  c.  162)  considers  concussion  and  contusion  ^bruise) 
of  the  brain  synonymous;  loss  of  consciousness  more  orlesseom- 
pleie,  loss  of  all  power  of  motion,  skin  cold,  features  more  or  less 
contracted,  pulse  slow  and  intermittent,  pupils  variable,  respiration 
at  first  slow  and  labored  becomes,  after  reaction  took  place,  irregu- 
lar and  perhaps  sighing,  the  skin-  will  then  become  warmer  and 
more  natural,  the  shrunken  features  return  to  their  normal  condi- 
tion, the  pulse  more  regular  and  rapid,  and  with  returning  con- 
sciousness the  paretic  symptoms  gradually  disappear  or — compres- 
sion, coma,  death.  The  same  train  of  symptoms,  mutatis  mutandis, 
takes  place  in  concussion  of  the  cord.  A  simple  concussion  may 
produce  a  partial  or  complete  suspension  of  tne  functions  of  the 
cord;  a  more  severe  one  may  give  rise  to  some  injury  of  the  nervous 
structure,  more  complete  and  persistent  paralysis  and  anaBsthesia 
of  that  portion  of  the  body  supplied  with  nerves  from  the  injured 
centre.' 

Erichsen  (Railway  spine,  p.  16)  includes  four  distinct  patholo- 
gical conditions  under  this  one  term,  concussion  of  the  spine:  1.  A 
jar  or  shake  of  the  cord,  disordering  more  or  less  its  functions,  with- 
out any  lesions  perceptible  to  the  unaided  eye.  2.  Compression 
of  the  cord  slowly  produced  by  the  extravasation  of  blood.  3.  Com- 
pression of  the  cord  by  inflammatory  exudations,  serum,  lymph,  or 
pus  within  the  spinal  canal.  4.  Chronic  alterations  of  the  struc- 
ture of  the  cord  itself  as  the  result  of  impaired  nutrition. 

It  is  self-evident  that  Hypericum  can  only  be  indicated  in 
the  functional  disorders;  and  that  Arnica,  the  absorbens  par  ex- 
cellence, suits  better  cases  under  No.  2  or  perhaps  No.  3,  though 
mercurials  and  the  silicates  may  have  to  finish  up  the  case.  Cases 
under  No.  4  are  mostly  incurable,  and  we  may  be  satisfied  if  we 
can  produce  a  satisfactory  amelioration. 

Dr.  A.  Pick  (Eiileuburg's  Encyclopaedia,  XL,  p.  545)  gives 
us  the  following  symptoms  of  the  so-called  ''Railway  spine:" 
Progressive  states  of  debility  in  the  sjHiere  of  intelligence  as  well 
as  of  feelings,  a  liability  or  changeableness,  often  characteristic 
as  the  first  symptom  presenting  itself;  vertigo,  headache,  rest- 
less sleep,  anxious  dreams,  insomnia,  hyperaesthesia  to  sensory 
impressions,  a  sensation  of  pressure  along  the  spine,  a  feeling  d( 
constriction ;  spastic  manifestations,  stiffness  of  the  vertebral 
column ;  at  a  later  period  palsies,  contractures,  ansesthesia ;  gen- 
eral nutiition  suffers  and  the  patient  may  succumb  after  a  long 
sickness. 

All  these  symptoms  are  clearly  found  under  Hypericum. 
We  read  in  Allen ;  11,  remarkable  weakness  of  memory  for  some 
time  after  the  provings ;    12,  confusion  of  head ;    constant  ver- 
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tigo ;  heaviness  of  hea<l»  the  brain  feels  compressed  ;  56,  weari- 
ness in  the  eyes ;  194,  tightness  in  chest,  dyspnoea  ;  220,  dnll 
drawing  and  pressure  in  the  back,  especially  in  the  lumbar  re- 
gion ;  sticking  and  barning  pain  in  the  back  and  loins,  with  feel- 
ing of  coldness  in  the  back,  shoulders  and  arms ;  paralytic  pres- 
sive  pains  in  small  of  back ;  228,  numbness  of  the  limbs  ;  weak- 
ness when  walking,  was  obliged  to  walk  slowly  ;  312,  sleepless- 
ness ;  exhausting  dreams. 

After  severe  operations,  as  lithotomy,  amputations,  etc.. 
Professor  Franklin  heartily  recommends  a  Hypericum  dressing 
(see  Minor  Surgery,  p.  234.)  Is  it  the  quieting,  benumbing 
power  of  the  plant  which  thus  aids  cicatrization  by  working  off 
the  irritation  from  the  injured  nerves  ?  May  it  not  also  be  ad- 
visable in  the  nervous  pains  in  the  stump,  when  Cepa  fails  to 
give  relief? 

Heinigke  (Outlines  of  Drugs,  p.  258)  recommends  its  em- 
ployment in  congestive  conditions  of  the  brain,  lungs  and  heart; 
in  cplic,  cystospasmus  (the  bladder  always  needs  careful  attention 
in  concussions,^  inflammatory  affections  of  the  uterus  and  vaginal 
mucosa.  Guernsey  also  recommends  it  in  dysmenorrhoea,  where 
the  menses  delay,  with  tension  in  the  region  of  the  uterus  as  of 
a  tight  bandage,  aud  in  leucorrhoea  with  delayed  menses,  palpita- 
tion of  the  heart,  pressure  in  the  small  of  back  and  heaviness  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  bowels. 

Gilchrist  (U.  S.  Med.  Investigator,  March,  1881)  beautifully 
calls  Hypericum  the  homoeopathic  Morphine,  as  there  are  very 
few  remedies  in  our  Materia  Medica  which  assuage  pain  more 
promptly  when  indicated. 

Hering  (Condensed  Mat.  Med.,  455)  sums  up  the  action  of 
this  drug  in  relation  to  surgery.:  Injury  to  parts  rich  in  sentient 
nerves,  especially  fingers,  toes ;  matrices  of  nails ;  lacerations  ; 
when  the  intolerable  pain  shows  nerves  are  severely  involved. 
Local  congestions ;  nervous  erethism,  with  or  without  hemorr- 
hage ;  great  nervous  depression  following  wounds.  Always  mod- 
ifies and  sometimes  arrests  ulceration  and  sloughing  (hence,  the 
benefit  of  Hypericum  dressings.)  Painful  wounds  before  sup- 
puration— which  it  may  prevent.  Rheumatism  (articular,)  bun- 
ions, corns,  etc.,  when  the  pains  are  so  disproportionally  severe 
as  to  show  nerves  are  attacked.  It  cures  where  formerly  Aeon, 
and  Arn.  were  given  in  alternation  in  wounds. 
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Women  and  Maternity. — {HaAnemannian  Monthly.)  Dr. 
Morgan  Dix  recently  preached  a  sermon  in  which  he  inveighed 
against  the  common  practice  among  married  women  of  prevent- 
ing conception. 

The  Cormnercial  Gazette^  of  Cincinnati,  abasing  its  privi- 
leges, denounces  the  reverend  doctor  and  upholds  women  in 
their  nefarious  custom. 

"To  come  down  to  the  marrow-bones  of  the  matter,"  writes 
the  Gazette^  ''is  childbearing  a  duty?  In  this  Dr.  Dix  seems  to 
be  like  those  told  of  in  Scripture,  who  lay  on  others  burdens 
grievous  to  be  borne,  while  themselves  will  not* touch  them  even 
with  their  little  fingers."  [Isn't  it*  Shakespeare  who  says  that 
even  the  devil  can  quote  Scripture  for  his  purpose?]  ^'People 
are  too  many.  Reckless  propagation  is  the  obstacle  to  all  the 
plans  of  humane  philosophers  for  irnTproving  the  condition  of 
mankind .  What  can  be  so  immoral  and  so  lacking  in  con- 
science as  to  fetch  (?)  children  into  these  tremenduous  liabilities 
for  a  momentary  gratification? ..  Numbers  are  of  no  account  in 
mankind[!].  It  is  elevation  that  count?.  She  who  resigns  her- 
self to  the  function  of  maternity,  during  all  the  natural  period, 
cannot  have  that  mental  exercise  which  is  necessary  to  keep  up 
with  the  minds  of  her  grown-up  children.  Besides,  the  mother, 
at  each  birth,  becomes  herself  like  a  child,  and  her  speech  and 
mind  come  down  to  the  germs  and  slow  development  of  the  in- 
fant understanding.  This  repeated  going  back  to  the  beginning 
of  mind  and  speech  keeps  her  from  intellectual  development." 

I^  it  possible  to  conceive  of  more  lamentable  ignorance  of 
womankind,  or  to  proffer  more  damnable  advice,,  than  is  contain- 
ed in  these  sinister  lines?  They  outrage  marriage,  they  foster 
murder,  and  they  teem  with  blasphemy  against  God. 

But  the  Gazette  is  well  answered  by  one  of  the  women  it  so 
degrades.  In  the  Sunday  Morning  N'ews,  of  Cincinnati,  appears 
a  letter,  from  which  we  cull  the  following :  "I  do  not  hesitate  to 
declare  that,  with  the  notable  exception  of  Jewish  and  Catholic 
women,  full}^  one-half  of  my  American  sisters  resort  to  mechani- 
cal and   medicinal   agents   to   prevent  conception. In  five 
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minnf^  I  have  counted  fifteen  in  my  immediate  neighborhood 
who  make  no  secret  of  these  monstrous  practices."  That  this 
lady  is  not  one  of  the  infamous  fifteen  is  proved  by  her  closing 
words :  **I  am  blessed  with  health,  moderate  fortune,  children  who 
have  have  never  suffered  illness  or  accident,  a  husband  who  is  de- 
votion itself,  and  continent  to  a  degree  almost  incredible ;  and 
yet,  counting  downward  from  the  nine-year-old  boy  to  the  tiny 
little  fellow  of  three  months,  I  find  myselt  the  mothdfr  of  seven." 
All  this  would  be  out  of  place  here  were  it  mere  newspaper 
talk  ;  but  every  physician  knows  that  the  desecration  of  marital 
duties  is  so  widespread  that  marriage  is  fast  degenerating  into 
legalized  concubinage.  Women  are  becoming,  in  consequence, 
more  and  more  diseased,  and  society  is  suffering  numerically, 
morally  and  spiritually.  Even  at  physicians'  meetings  have  we 
heard  woman  defended  in  her  child-murder  by  doctors,  whose 
only  excuse  is  that  wives  should  have  some  protection  against  the 
selfish  demands  of  their  husbands. 


CoNVALLARiA  Majalir.— (PAanw.  Jour,  and  Trans.^  Aug.  19j 
1882)  From  facts  stated  by  A.  Langlebert,  in  a  note  on  this  new 
remedy  it  would  appear  that  each  part  of  the  plant  employed  pro- 
duces a  slightly  varied  effect.  Ater  several  trials  made  with  the 
flowers,  stalks,  leaves,  and  roots,  the  best  results  were  obtained 
with  an  aqueous  extracts  prepared  from  the  flower  and  stalks  of 
the  convallaria  majalis^  with  the  addition  of  a  third  of  their 
weight  of  roots  and  leaves. 

Spirjba  UtMARiA. — {Canada  Lancet^)  Dr.  J.  Baugh,  of  Hamil- 
ton, Canada,  reports  that  the  use  of  this  drug  (commonly  called 
queen  of  the  tneadow)  in  the  treatment  of  senile  enlargement  of  the 
prostate  gland  has  in  three  cases  given  him  wonderful  results. 
The  most  obstinate  retention  of  urine  was  promptly  and  complete- 
ly relieved  in  fifteen  minutes  by  a  simple  infusion  of  the  herb.  Its 
anti-spasmodic  properties  are  very  marked  at   the  sphincter  vesicae. 

The  doctor  asks  for  this  agent  srfair  trial  by  the  profession. 
11 
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FORTIETH  ANNIVERSARY. 


FIRST    DAY. 

The  4dth  anniversary  and  36th  session  opened  at  Niagara  Falls. 
There  were  about  160  delegates  in  attendance,  and  the  interest  high. 
The  Pfedological  Society,  which  acts  in  connection  with  with  the  Insti- 
tute convened,  and  after  listening  to  reports  and  addresses  adjourned. 
The  sessions  were  held  in  one  of  the  large  parlors  of  the  International 
Hotel,  where  all  members  who  could  find  accommodations  stopped,  the 
overflow  g6ing  to  the  Cataract  House.  The  large  number  of  ladies  pres- 
ent— delegates,  and  wives  and  daughters  of  members— lent  animation 
and  tone  to  the  gathering. 

All  the  officers  were  found  to  be  in  attendance. 

President— Bushrod  W.  James,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

Vice-President— O.  S.  Runnnels,  M.  D.,Indianapolis,  Ind. 

General  Secretary— J.  C.  Burgher,  M.  D,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Provisional  Secretary— T.  M.  Strong,  M.  D., Ward's.  Island  Homoeopa- 
thic Hospital,  X.  Y. 

Treasurer— E.  M.  Kellogg,  M.  D.,  New  York,X.  Y. 

Censors — F.  E.  McManus,  M.  D.,  Baltimore,  Md.;  Millie  J.  Chapman, 
M.  D.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  R.  B.  Rush,  M.  D.,  Salem,  Ohio;  D.  S.  Smith,  M. 
D.,  Chicago,  III.;  F.  H.  Orme,  M.  D.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Executive  and  Publication  Committee — Bushrod  W.  James,  M.  J). 
Philadelpha,  Pa.;  J.  C.  Burgher,  M.  D.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  T.  M.  Strong,  M. 
D.,  Ward's  Island,  X.  Y,;  O.  S.  Runnels,  M.  D.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  E.  M. 
Kellogg,  M.  D„  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Necrologist— Henry  I).  Paine,  M.  D.,  New  York,N.  Y. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Rosenmuller,  rector  of  St.  Peter's  Church, 
Niagara  Falls,  work  was  at  once  plunged  into  and  steadily  pushed  along 
so  that  when  the  Institute  adjourned  for  the  first  day  it  was  fully  up 
with  its  programme  and  had  secured  a  good  start  for  the  second  day. 
The  gathering  was  a  thoroughly  representative  one,  taking  in  all  shades 
of  thought  in  homoeopathy,  though  the  young  professional  element  was 
rather  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  Dr.  A.  R.  Wright  of  Buffalo,  the 
chairman  of  the  local  committee  of  arrangements,  was  on  hand  and  hard 
at  work,  but  the  attendance  of  professional  men  of  that  city  was  light. 
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The  first  and  most  Interesting  feature  of  the  morning  meeting  was 
the  address  of  President  Bushrod  W.  James,  who  is  a  prominent  practi- 
tioner of  Philadelphia.  Dr.  James  is  a  very  pleasant  and  forcible  speak- 
er and  his  effort  was  well  worthy  of  the  occasion  and  the  audience. 
The  speach  of  an  hour's  duration  was  replete  with  bright  and  sensible 
things. 

THE   president's   ADDRESS. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  members  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy:  A  greatful  heart  swells  with  emotion  at  this  hour, 
and  reciprocates  in  its  feelings  the  highest  honor  that  the  largest 
and  oldest  national  organization  of  our  school  of  medicine  can  con- 
fer, as  this  feeble  tongue  utters  its  words  of  unmeasured  thank- 
fulness to  you  its  membership.  It  is  my  duty  in  now  addressing 
y3u  to  follow  the  standing  resolution  of  the  society,  adopted  in 
1878,  viz.:  ''He  jhall  deliver  an  address  at  the  opening  of  each  ses- 
ion  on  the  progress  of  homoeopathy  during  the  year  past  and  make 
such  suggestions  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  institute  to  take 
action  on  during  the  se^sion."  I  must  therefore  forego  all  com- 
ment upon  the  glorious  work  that  our  system  has  accomplished  in 
the  way  of  medical  reform,  since  Hahnemann  issued  his  "Organon  of 
rational  medicine"  in  1810  up  to  the  time  of  the  last  session  of  this 
body,  and  not  even  allude  to  the  wonderful  spread  of  our  literature, 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  our  colleges  and  our  societies,  or  the 
long  list  of  eleemosynary  institutions  that  have  been  constantly 
coming"  under  the  control  of  members  of  our  branch  of  the  medical 
profession.  Nor  am  I  to  refer  to  the  vast  amount  of  good  and 
noble  work  that  this  one  society  hcd  done  in  the  distant  past;  for 
your  bureau  of  organization,  registration,  and  statistics  will  shortly 
give  you  a  summary  of  these  matters.  The  intervening  year  alone 
then  will  engage  our  attention  for  a  few  moments. 

In  ofiFering  these  remarks  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to  con- 
sider these  three  questions:  First,  what  have  we  to  unfold  in  the 
annual  budfiret,  and  what  to  suggest?  Second,  What  is  our  present 
status  before  the  world  and  What  our  prospective  future  as  a  school 
of  reform  and  progress?  Third,  What  are  our  duties  to-day,  in 
the  light  of  passing  events? 
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As  a  sign  of  the  progress  of  the  year  in  the  literature  ef  our 
school,  there  has  been  issued  independent  of  thequarteily,  monthly 
and  weekly  medical  journals,  a  total  of  thirty-one  publications, 
two  English  and  twenty-nine  American — seventeen  oi  the  latter 
being  western  and  twelve  eastern  works. 

There  have  lately  been  introduced  three  new  homoeopathic 
periodicals,  one  in  India,  one  Uruguay,  one  in  this  country. 

Quite  a  number  of  new  remedies  have  been  considered  under 
constant  proving  during  the  year,  while  some  of  the  older  ones 
have  been  undergoing  re-proving.  Others  are  in  the  hands  of  in-* 
vestigators  who  have  their  provers  at  work,  and  as  you  know  it  is 
an  arduous  task  to  sum  up,  collect  and  verify  the  symptoms  re- 
ceived from  the  hands  of  several  provers,  especially  as  all  the 
symptoms  that  have  been  experienced  during  the  proving  have  to 
be  accurately  noted  down;  some  of  these  provings  and  remedies 
therefore  will  not  be  received  for  one  or  more  years  to  come.  And 
this  will  be  the  case  likewise  with  the  researches  of  our  microscop- 
ists  and  our  pharmaceutical  observers.  I  look  to  the  west  and  the 
east  and  the  south  and  I  find  the  capacities  of  our  hospitals  and 
colleges  increasing,  and  the  standard  of  education  is  being  annually 
elevated,  the  list  of  matriculates  and  graduates  lengthening;  there 
is  a  greater  tendency  to  clinical  teaching  in  all  of  the  institutions, 
a  larger  number  of  old  school  asylums  and  other  such  strongholds 
yielding  to  appointments  of  homoeopathic  practitioners,  and  more 
than  ever  have  we  been  complimented  in  various  other  ways  by 
legislative  enactments  upon  state  and  local  boards  of  health,  and 
even  by  preferment  in  political  elections  in  various  parts  of  the 
country. 

women's  medical  SOCIETIES. 

A  most  noteworthy  event  is  the  initiative  taken  in  the  forma- 
tion of  women's  medical  societies.  The  Chicago  Woman's  Homoeo- 
pathic medical  society,  holds  monthly  meetings,  and  has  identified 
itself  with  the  movement  favoring  the  co-education  of  male  and 
female  students  in  our  medical  schools,  it  likewise  disapproves  of 
methods  looking  towards  the  separate  or  exclusive  education  of 
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women,  and  recommends  to  all  its  members  the  necessity  of  iu- 
flaencing  their  students  towar^such  colleges  as  are  permanently 
and  distinctly  open  to  both  men  and  women. 

The  plan,  as  far  as  I  can  discover,  seems  to  have  worked  satis- 
factorily in  Boston  and  Chicago,  although  in  some  cities  the  exclu- 
sive plan  seems  to  be  favored  by  the  majority.  In  Cleveland  and 
New  York  homoeopathic  colleges  for  the  medical  education  of  wo- 
men exclusively  are  in  successful  operation.  In  Philadelphia  an 
effort  is  being  made  to  found  a  woman's  homoeopathic  hospital,  a 
movement  which  should  certainly  meet  with  success,  and  to  which 
our  generous  laity  should  give  their  strong  support.  It  has  been 
thought  best  to  adopt  the  separate  system  in  this  instance,  the 
flourishing  condition  of  an  old  school  medical  hospital  and  college 
which  follows  this*  plan  in  the  same  city  being  an  example  for  its 
success.  I  remember  the  day  when  female  physicians  knocked  ar- 
dently and  persistently  at  the  doors  of  this  institute  without  ad- 
mission and  although  the  rapping  of  scores  of  men  was  constantly 
being  heard  and  answered,  the  timid  signals  of  the  medical  sister- 
hood were  smothered  and  a  deaf,  dull  ear  was  turned  thereto. 
When  the  doors  were  annually  opened  they  were  still  kept  far  in 
the  background  and  pushed  away,  though  within  hearing  of  the 
clatter  and  the  jollity  of  their  successful  male  rivals.  To-day  I 
have  the  privilege  and  good  fortune  of  greeting  our  lady  members 
by  the  score;  and  the  good  work  of  equal  rights  to  all  who  are 
worthy  is  bearing  rich  and  ripe  fruits  for  the  present  and  the  fu- 
ture. 

GENEBAL  MEDICAL  PROGRESS. 

There  are  some  questions  of  deep  interest  to  every  physician  to 
whatever  school  he  may  adhere,  subjects  which  have  a  universal 
medical  importance.  Lessons  are  to  be  learned  from  these,  not  on- 
ly by  the  observers  engaged  in  the  work  of  investigation,  but  by 
every  student — ^for  every  medical  man  should  be  a  life-long  stu- 
dent. I  refer,  for  example  to  the  researches  of  Koch  and  Pasteur 
and  Ehrlich  and  others  in  regard  to  the  baccilli  of  consumption 
and  other  diseases;  to  the  investigations  of  Formad  and  Wood,  up- 
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on  the  producing  germs  and  causes  of  diphtheria;  to  the  claims  of 
Norris  of  London,  in  regard  to  the  discovery  of  a  third  corpuscle 
in  the  blood  which  takes  to  be  identical  with  tho  haematoblasts  of 
Hayem  and  the  small  blood  plates  of  Bizzozero;  or  to  the  latter 
view  of  some  physiologists  that  hold  that  the  blood  is  a  living 
fluid  tissue  imbued  with  vital  activity  and  attended  with  the  pow- 
er of  being  nourished  and  of  suffering  waste  and  death;  or  to  the 
researches  of  Prof.  Frankestein  and  his  belief  in  the  discovery  of 
the  cause  of  pernicious  anaemia.  The  origin  of  this,  he  holds,  is 
in  the  decaying  teeth.  He  found  in  the  blood  of  pregnant  women 
suffering  from  pernicious  anaemia  minute  active  bodies,  some  in  a 
state  ol  transaction  into  double-celled  bodies.  Unpon  investiga- 
ting the  liver  cells  he  found  in  several  cases  a  great  number  of 
multi-celled  filaments.  From  these  cells  these  filaments  had  traced 
their  way  into  the  capillaries  in  numbers  sufficient  to  seriously  af- 
fect the  circulation.  The  investigator  claims  that  these  organisms 
find  their  origin  in  a  fungus  growing  in  carious  teeth.  Fatty 
heart  may,  it  is  also  claimed,  depend  upon  the  same  conditions. 
This  may  open  a  wide  field  of  enquiry;  and  the  dentist  may  be  able 
by  scientific  procedures  to  prevent  incalculable  misery,  for  where 
can  so  much  danger  lurk  as  where  is  constantly  our  every  meal 
comes  into  contact  with  such  a  disease-producing  cause  as  caries 
in  the  teeth. 

I  also  refer  to  the  researches  of  Prof.  Salisbury  of  New  York 
where  in  1,000  cases  of  infusorial  catarrh  in  the  past  sixteen  years, 
he  discovered  a  '*flaggelate  infusorium  with  body  and  legs,  which 
he  denominates  the  '*asthraatos  ciliaris"  and  found  in  great  abun- 
dance in  the  nasal  passages  and  on  the  conjunctivae  in  cases  of  ep- 
idemic infusorial  catarrh.  Even  microscopic  observers  become  af- 
fected by  inhalation,  and  contagious  cases  of  pneumonia  are  as- 
cribed to  this  rapidly  propagating  cause.  Dr.  E.  Cutter  asserts 
that  if  the  case  is  mild  no  serious  injury  may  result:  but  if  a  "ropy, 
sticky  condition  of  the  blood  prevails,  with  exposure  to  cold,  fol- 
lowed by  pneumonia,  it  becomes  very  serious  and  is  often  fatal. 

All  these  and  similar  investigations  show  that  medicine  at  large 
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is  widening  its  field  of  study.  We  must  follow  up  these  investi- 
gations and  wherever  we  can  aid  them  by  direct  or  indirect  pesonal 

# 

encouragement  as  well  as  continue  those  begun  in  our  own  school, 
and  when  opportunity  presents  inaugurate  new  themes  for  study 
and  help  on  medical  progress  as  well  as  medical  reform  in  all 
times  and  in  all  places. 

Need  I  urge  upon  you  all  not  to  be  weary  in  well  doing,  while 
you  have  life,health,  and  vigor  and  strength  to  fulfil  your  mission? 
Perform  your  duties  well  that  your  worldly  reward  may  be  abun- 
dant in  intellectual,  moral,  and  social  riches,  and  your  life  beyond 
be  one  of  transcendent  bliss.  Noble  workers  are  failing  all  around 
you,  a  John  F.  Gray,  an  Eliphalet  Clark,  a  Russell,  a  Barrows,  a 
Gallupe,  a  Hait,  a  Cator,  a  Keep,  ripe  in  years,aud  sprinkled  deeply 
over  by  the  hand  of  time;  as  well  as  those  in  the  prime  of  life  such 
as  AsTiton,  Rosseau,  Sumner,  and  Richardson,  or  like  the  lamented 
and  honored  Robert  J.  McClatchey,  the  lover  of  this  institute,  the 
willing  worker,  the  self  sacrificing  devotee  of  our  science  and  its 
representative  society.  While  such  valuable  lives  are  leaving  the 
earth  for  their  rewards,  let  the  thought  of  their  departure  stimu- 
late us  to  tarry  not  on  the  way,  but  to  ever  labor  and  speed  on, 
upwards  and  onwards. 

SUGGESTIONS.      I.      SECTIONAL  MEETINGS. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  1881,  at  the  meeting  held  at 
Brighton  beach,  the  Institute  tried  the  plan  of  having  sectional 
meetings,  a  novelty  which  the  society  was  hardly  ready  for  at  that 
time;  and  especially  was  it  discouraged  on  account  of  the  lack  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  meeting  rooms,  and  suitable  ones  for  all  the 
sections,  as  they  had  planned  for  holding  their  various  sessions.  Thu 
crowding  of  the  sectional  meetings,  two  or  three  being  in  one  room 
at  the  same  time,  greatly  annoyed  the  mnmbers,  and  induced  the 
members  to  change  the  plan  to  the  old  system  of  having  the  papers 
the  read  and  general  discussions  held  during  the  regular  m^^etings  ot 
body.  Unless  the  plan  I  offered  to  the  executive  committee  for  this 
year  works  well,  of  giving  each  bureau  a  specified  time,  (say  an  hour 
and  a  half)  in  which  to  oflPer  synopses  and  discuss  the  same  as  spec- 
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ial  orders  of  business  at  the  named  hours,  there  will  be  great  need 
for  a  change  from  our  present  method;  for  the  bureaus  as  at  pres- 
ent constructed,  as  to  their  amount  of  work,  and  the  importance 
and  value  of  the  reports  which  they  offer  to  the  institute,  are  debar- 
red from  presenting  much  valuable  matter  in  the  way  of  papers  and 
debates  thereon,  which  it  is  our  duty  to  husband  for  the  member- 
ship at  large.  Should  the  method  of  this  year  prove  successful,  L 
would  urge  its  acceptance  for  the  future,  but  if  not  satisfactory,  I 
would  ask  that  the  bureaus  make  their  annual  reports,  with  a  sum- 
mary of  papers,  the  titles,  and  the  general  subject  for  discussion,  as 
at  present;  and  that  these  be  presented  to  the  Institute  at  definite- 
ly fixed  hours,  during  our  general  proceedings;  and  that  for  further 
elaboration  of  the  subject  and  its  papers  in  synopses  each  bureau 
hold  a  sectional  meeting  or  meetings  in  rooms  previously  arranged  for 
them  by  the  com  mittee  of  arrangements.  I  would  further  offer  that 
the  stated  periods,and  probably  the  length  of  time  also,  when  these  dif- 
ferent sections  shall  occupy  these  rooms,  be  printed  either  on  the 
annual  programme,  or  on  special  cards  posted  in  a  conspicuous 
place,  both  at  the  hall  and  at  the  head  quarters  of  the  Institute,  ev- 
ery year  during  the  entire  time  of  the  annual  gathering.  The  sec- 
tional meeting  system,  or  a  modification  thereof,  I  am  quite  sure 
will  prove  itself  to  be  in  time  the  proper  one  for  the  Institute  to 
adopt;  and  then  the  details  in  reference  to  these  and  the  other 
meetings  should  be  carried  out  with  more  explicitness  by  the  exec- 
utive committee  and  the  Committee  of  arrangements,  and  be  prop- 
erly and  fully  announced.  Then  the  institute  as  a  whole,  as  well 
as  the  members  of  the  different  sections  or  bureaus,  will  have  am- 
ple opportunity  to  bring  out  all  that  is  new  and  original  in  their 
respective  departments,  as  now  constituted. 

To  accomplish  this  end  each  bureau  should,  according  to  art.  7 
sec.  7  of  the  by  laws,  have  a  secretary,  selected  from  its  own  body, 
to  report  to  the  best  of  his  ability  all  the  principal  discussions  and 
novel  points  presented  at  the  sectional  meeting  of  his  own  bureau, 
and  he  should  write  them  out  immediately  during  the  sessions  of 
the  institute,  and  present  these  ready  for  publication  to  the  gener- 
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al  secretary  for  embodiment  in  the  ^^volumeof  annual  transac-* 
tions."  He  should  summarize  these  points  also,  and  present  them  to 
the  institute  previously.  Each  secretary  of  each  bureau  should  be  se- 
lectedj»y  the  chairman  of  the  bureau,  as  soon  as  the  same  is  ap- 
pointed, at  each  annual  meeting,  and  in  his  absence  a  pro  tempcn^ 
one  should  always  promptly  be  selected.  It  might  also  be  the  du^ 
ty  of  said  secretary,  in  conjunction  with  the  chairman,  to  see  that 
a  bureau  meeting  is  held  to  lay  out  the  work  of  the  year  before  the 
annual  session  of  the  institute  is  closed,  and  to  be  answerable  then 
and  there  ot  the  subject  for  discussion  for  the  ensuing  year.  And 
further,  to  make  sure  that  the  names  of  the  members  and  as  far  as 
can  be  ascertained,  the  papers  on  which  they  will  write,  be  fixed 
upon  and  furnished  to  the  general  secretary  for  use  in  compiling 
the  transactions  for  that  year,  which  should  (jmbody  the  work 
which  these  bureaus  are  to  do  for  the  ensuing  year. 

When  the  funds  of  the  society  will  permit  I  hope  to  see  the  in- 
auguration of  a  periodical  to  be  called  the  "Annals  of  the  Insti- 
tute" and  issued  in  quarterly  numbers;  to  be  devoted  to  the  publi- 
cation of  papers  written  by  members  of  the  bureaus  and  by  other 
members  of  the  institate  and  snch  other  writers  as  are  approved  by 
the  committee  on  publication,  presented  for  such  a  magazine  from 
time  to  time  during  the  year.  Should  this  be  adopted  it  will  in- 
volve the  appointment  of  an  editor  to  edit  these  papers,  the  several 
bureau  works,  etc.,  and  make  the  "Transactions",  volumes,  models 
of  precision  and  literary  perfection,  such  as  a  society  with  the  influ- 
ence that  this  one  possesses  may  well  feel  pride  in  presenting  a 
copy  to  sister  national  societies,  to  public  libraries,  and  especially 
to  the  congressional  library  at  Washington.  This  raisjht  take  the 
place  of  our  annual  transactions,  and  likewise  do  good  by  keeping 
our  members  as  well  as  the  profession  at  large  informed  of  the 
progress  of  our  medical  work. 

THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BUREAUS. 

It  is  very  natural  for  each  chairman  to  wish  to  obtain  the  best 
writers  for  his  bureau.  I  have  observed  in  the  past  that  one  mem- 
ber has  been  sontfetimes  placed  on  several   bureaus,  the  same  year; 


170  AMERICAN  OBSERVER.  [Julj 

as  a  result  his  time  is  very  much  taxed  in  the  preparation  of  three 
or  four  papers  during  the  .year,  and  they  are  not  so  well  written  as 
if  he  were  more  completely  identified  with  pne  special  branch,  and 
with  one  particular  subject  as  he  should  be,  and  as  the  tendgpcy  of 
the  day  requires  for  the  greatest  perfection  of  the  work  of  every^ 
department  in  medicine  here  presented.  There  is  an  abundant 
membership,  and  ample  talent  among  the  members,  which,  if  it 
has  not  heretofore  been  utilized,  should  be  brought  out  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  previously  unselected  members,  especially  those  who 
have  shown  themselves  interested  in  the  department  of  selection. 
Each  member  should  feel  that  he  is  identified  with  one  bureau,  and 
with  one  subject;  and  then  for  the  time  throw  all  his  energy  in  his 
work  and  the  elaboration  of  his  theme.  One  committee  should  not 
encroach  upon  the  grounds  of  another  by  the  appointment  of  a 
member  who  has  been  previously  at  the  same  session,  appointed  on 
another,  ijence  I  would  be  pleased  if  always  in  the  future  **ach 
bureau  be  made  up  of  members  not  connected  with  any  other  bu- 
reau, standing  committee  or  office.  The  president  of  the  institute 
should  supervise  this  matter,  and  have  power  to  direct  the  chair- 
man of  bureaus  to  modify  their  membership,  in  the  event  of  the 
infringement  upon  this  rule.  In  case  of  difficulty,  the  bureau 
first  reporting  to  the  institute  should  have  the  privilege  of  selec- 
tion in  any  disputed  name  or  names.  Should  a  bureau  fail  to  re- 
port at  its  specified  time  it  should  lose  the  privilege  until  its  report 
IS  presented,  ended,  and  accepted  by  the  institute. 

A  DEPOSITORY    NEEDED. 

There  is  another  matter  1  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  so- 
ciety to.  We  should  have  a  permanently  designated  place  for  the 
deposit  of  our  archives  and  valuable  papers  not  needed  for  the  time 
by  the  secretaries.  This  should  be  a  place  where  the  papers  would 
be  cared  for  properly,  and  would  be  returned  to  the  society  when- 
ever it  might  desire  them,  and  where,  moreover,  they  might  be  con- 
sulted or  referred  to  in  case  any  of  the  officers  or  members  should 
require,  under  proper  authority,  to  have  access  to  them.  I  very 
much  doubt  if  a  complete  set  of  our  transactions- is  at    present  in 
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possession  of  the  institute.  If  not  this  organization,  who  should 
possess  so  valuable  a  library  set  as  all  the  back  volumes  complete? 
Who  if  not  you  should  possess- the  autograph  papers  and  letters  of 
the  fathers  and  pillars  of  homoeopathy?  If  you  hid  such  a  deposi- 
ting place  in  some  library  it  would  not  be  many  years  before  it 
would  be  the  center  of  interest  to  all  the  literati  of  the  school. 
Nay,  further  than  this,  the  library  of  many  a  veteran  would  fall 
into  the  care  of  such  an  organization,  as  a  parting  gift  from  the 
aged  physician  as  he  crossed  the  border  line  of  earthly  life;  and 
then  as  years  roll  on  these  mementos  will  increase  in  value  and  be 
amply  appreciated,  as  are  the  Hering  a!id  McClatchey  collections, 
which  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  chartered  and  jftourishing 
society  known  as  the  ''Homoeopathic  Library  and  Reading  Room 
of  Philadelphia."  I  would  even  suggest  this  model  library  as  a 
good  place  for  such  a  deposit. 

HAHNEMANN'S  BIRTHDAY. 

I  am  glad  to  refer  to  the  increasing  interest  taken  by  many  of 
the  world  in  commemorating  the  birthday  of  Hahnemann.  The 
homoeopathic  society  of  France,  of  which  M.  Le  Dr.  Conriard,  is 
the  presiding  officer,  set  an  excellent  example  to  the  various  na- 
tional and  state  societies  in  this  matter.  On  the  10th  of  last  April 
this  society  held  its  annual  banquet,  on  which  occasion  probably 
the  best  talent  of  the  school  in  France,  including  several  of  the 
Nestors  of  homoeopathy  in  that  country  and  elsewhere,  were  pres- 
ent. The  president  made  a  happy  address  and  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent  by  all  present.  In  this  country  a  number  of 
homoeopathic  societies  are  in  the  habit  of  annually  celebrafting  our 
great  founder's  birthday  in  some  appropriate  manner.  The  Hah- 
nemann club  of  Philadelphia,  for  example,  has  its  annual  meeting 
fixed  definitely  on  that  day,  and  celebrates  it.  I  would  suggest  that 
this  parent  society  encourage  this  measure  and  recommend  to  all 
our  organizations  this  date  for  their  annual  celebrations,  and  ex- 
press the  advantage  of  thus  fostering  the  custom.  1  even  favor  ask- 
ing all  the  national  or  state  homceopathic  societies  of  other  coun- 
tries to  consider  the  same  subject,  and  to  offer  a  similar  recommen- 
dation to  their  various  local  organizations. 
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A  JOIirr  COMMITTEE  OK  THE  BEYISIOK  OF  THE  MATERIA  MEDIOA. 

Daring  the  year  past  the  British  Homoeopathic  society  has  had 
in  working  order  a  special  committee  on  materia  medica,  of  which 
Dr.  Alfred  C.  Pope  is  chairman  and  Dr.  Richard  Hughes,  secretary. 
The  committee  has  already  published  some  specimen  work,  but 
without  meeting  with  the  full  approval  of  the  society.  Its  work 
is  good,  and  its  opportunities  favorable  for  the  accomplishment  of 
its  object,  and  I  desire  to  express  the  hope  thai  a  joint  action  may 
be  had  on  the  part  of  our  bureau  of  materia  medica  and  the  special 
committee  of  the  British  society  in  the  prosecution  of  the  great 
undertaking.  I  favor  such  a  co-operation,  and  trust  a  suitable  res- 
olution to  that  end  will  be  adopted  at  the  proper  time. 

THE  MEMBERSHIP  IN  THE  INSTITUTE. 

There  are  many  active,  talented  members  of  our  profession 
who  are  not  connected  with  this  body,  but  who  probably  would 
unite  with  it  if  the  advantages  thereof  were  proberly  presented  to 
them  by  those  who  are  now  enjoying  the  honor  and  privileges-of 
membership.  A  blank  form  should  always  be  printed  with  or  on 
the  annual  circular,  giving  the  requirements  in  full  to  those  seeking 
admission;  and  better  efiPorts  made  to  secure  uew  names  of  the  in- 
telligent, talented  and  worthy  members  of  our  homoeopathic 
profession. 

PROVISIONAL  SECRETARY  AND  STENOGRAPHIC  REPORTS. 

It  is  advisable  to  enlarge  the  duties  of  the  provisional  secre- 
tary, from  the  position  of  a  mere  assistant  with  no  powers  of  the 
more  responsible  requirements  of  making  full  stenographic  reports, 
and  of  writing  out  the  same  for  suitable  use  in  the  transactions. 
Hence  it  should  be  the  aim  of  the  society,  if  these  duties  are  laid 
upon  that  official,  to  always  select  a  competent  member  of  this 
body  for  that  position,  with  salary  attached,  to  compensate  in  some 
degree  for  the  arduous  duties  attending  thereupon.  In  conclusion, 
I  would  ask  the  members  to  read  carefully  over  our  most  excellent 
by-laws  and  standing  resolutions,  and  stand  by  them  fully  to  the 
letter. 
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OUB  STATUS. 

That  our  materia  medica  workers,  onr  microscopists,  our  oph- 
thalmic and  aural  and  general  surgeons,  our  laryngologists,  our 
gyneecologists,  paedologists,  sanitarians,  obstetricians,  physiolo- 
gists, clinical  investigators,  pathologists,  anatomists,  and  a  host  of 
others  in  the  various  lines  of  medical  thought  in  our  school,  are  as- 
siduously and  patiently  at  careful  work,  is  a  source  of  great  en- 
couragement and  pleasure;  and  the  labors  of  all  8uch  men  are  de- 
serving of  our  highest  commendation  and  congratulations  for 
what  they  have  already  done,  and  what  they  are  annually  accom- 
plishing. God  speed  your  efforts  and  give  you  long  life  and  great 
powers  of  endurance  for  the  continuance  of  your  tedious  research- 
es. 

With  our  specialties  rapidly  developing,  our  careful  thinkers 
and  workers  obtaining  honorable  positions,  and  the  worthy  mem- 
bers of  our  branch  of  the  profession  being  admitted  into  the  scien- 
tific associations  of  the  country  and  into  the  choicest  social  circles 
all  over  the  world,  I  can  but  congratulate  the  science  of  homoeop- 
athy, to  which  I  am  an  humble  adherent,  and  this  institute,  upon 
its  present  status. 

OUB  FUTURE. 

• 

The  future  of  homoeopathy  may  then  be  easily  predicted.  All 
great  reforms  go  onwards,  not  backwards,  and  most  of  them  re- 
quire long  persevering  effort,  and  consume  years  and  decades  and 
centuries  before  they  become  universally  established  in  their  results. 
The  religious  reformations  in  the  past  have  been  worked  out  slowly 
but  surely.  The  history  of  political  and  social  reforms  show  that 
they  generally  take  a  lifetime  before  their  successful  termination 
is  gained.  And  so  it  is  with  genuine  medical  reformation,  which 
began  with  Hahnemann's  issuance  of  the  "Organon"  in  1810, 
and  is  now  progressing  steadily  and  farvorably  even  with  the 
most  bitter  animosity  prevailing  against  it.  It  is  quietly  bat- 
tling on  against  old  beliefs  that  along  the  advancing 
eras  of  time  have  for  thre)B  thousand  years  or  more  been  attach- 
ing   themselves  to    the  laity  like   barnacles   to  a  mighty  ship. 
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Now  the  owners  have  decided  upon  harboring  the  ship,  and  have 
wisely  begun  to  cleanse  her  hull.  A  generation  or  two  more  may 
yet  be  needed  to  completely  finish  the  work  and  fit  it  for  better 
speed  and  a  better  voyage  upon  the  sea  of  time.  And  then,  when 
reform  will  have  become  universal,  the  banner  name  of  homoeo- 
pathy will  be  folded  with  the  ensign;  the  law  of  cure  will  be  written 
on  the  minds  of  all  throughout  the  medical  world,  and  professional 
isms  and  pathies  will  have  faded  away  into  oblivion.  The  icebergs 
of  jealousy,  hatred,  malice,  slander  and  misrepresentation  will  also 
slowly  have  melted  away.  Battlegrounds  will  be  obliterated.  The 
battles  with  the  lancet  are  already  quite  unknown  to  the  younger 
portion  of  the  present  medical  oflFspring;  the  torrents  of  the  crim- 
son streams  have  long  since  ceased  to  flow.  The  surgical  instru- 
ment maker  who  would  now  risk  the  manufacture  of  a  case  full  of 
lancets  would  be  regarded  by  these  young  practitioners  a  fit  sub- 
ject for  an  insane  asylum. 

The  senna  and  manna  craze  is  over,  and  the  victims  and  vic- 
tors are  beneath  the  sod.  The  ^'bilious"  mania  is  waning,  and  the 
innumerable  tons  of  mercury  of  its  more  recent  days  are  no  longer 
annually  sweeping  down  so  many  human  millions.  The  multiplex 
prescriptions,  with  a  group  of  remedies  like  great  columns  for  ad- 
dition or  multiplication,  are  gradually  fading  away  and  simpler 
modes  are  following  often   with  single  remedies;  while  palatable 

sugar-coated   granules,    parvules  and  pilules,    etc.,    are  now  the 

* 

rage  in  old-school  ''medical  fashions,  and  remedies  scientifically 
proved  long  ago  upon  the  healthy  by  many  provers  of  the 
homeopathic  school  are  fast  finding  their  way  into  the  "reg- 
ular" drug  stores,  aild  are  constantly  prescribed  by  the  "reg- 
ular" physicians,  whom  they  most  gladly  delight  to  honor  and 
obey.  Crab-like  in  its  details,  the  old-school  is  moving  backwards. 
It  will  reach,  ere  long,  common  sense  ethics — the  single  remedy, 
.comminuted  and  ininimum  doses,  and  non-frequency  of  repetition — 
long  before  it  will  approach  the  practical  law  of  cure,  which  it  is 
destined  to  arrive  at  in  the  end,  and  acknowledge. 

We  aim  at  reform,  beginning  from  the  opposite  standpoint,  in 
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prescribing,  the  law  of  cure — similia  similibi(S  curantHr — beiug 
first  aad  always  accepted;  then  the  other  points  in  our  medical  re- 
form may  be  supplemented  by  rules.  The  single  remedy,  the  non- 
frequency  of  repetition  while  a  case  is  with  certainty  improving, 
the  minimum  dose  of  real  medicine,  and  others  which  Hahnemann 
hinted  at,  such  as  this:  '"The  characteristic  of  the  drug,  taking  the 
totality  of  the  symtoms;"  or  this:  "In  chronic  cases  which  pro- 
gress from  the  periphery,  external,  or  less  essential  parts  of  the 
body,  towards  the  internal  or  more  central  and  vital  part  give  by 
preference  remedies  that  are  opposite  to  this  direction  in  produc- 
ing their  proving  eJBFects  upon  the  body/'  Or  still  another:  "Symp- 
toms recently  developed  are  the  first  to  yield;  old  symptoms  dis- 
appear last."  This  gives,  along  with  the  totality,  the  last  appear- 
ing symptoms  the  claim  or  decision  in  selecting  the  remedy.  The 
revered  Bering,  that  most  scrupulous  and  accurate  observer,  add- 
ed still  another  rule  as  follows:  "Every  affection  going  from  one 
side  of  the  body  to  the  other  is  more  effectually  overcome  by  such 
medicines  as  will  cause  or  produce  a  similar  affection,  but  in  the 
opposite  direction."  Others  may  be^forraulated  in  .  the  future  as 
the  system  of  the  homoeopathic  healing  art  continues  to  develope. 
They  should  be  looked  upon  with  calmness,  and  no  censorious  or 
vindictrve  spirit  should  arise  in  discussing  any  one  or  all  of   them. 

THE  EXTREMISTS. 

Much  wandering  and  fanciful  thinking  and  wild  enthusiastic 
writing  have  of  recent  years  been  freely  and  probably  unwisely  in, 
dulged  in  by  both  ends  of  the  line  of  dose  and  upon  other  subjects. 
Are  they  likely  to  continue?  I  am  inclined  to  think  not.  It  is 
hardly  possible  to  have  such  extremists  in  the  school  in  the  next 
generation;  time  sifts  from  all  new  and  old  things  the  unseemly 
growths,  the  rank  tares  and  weeds  that  are  bold  in  their  alluring 
shape,  and  undomesticated  appearance  in  the  literary  fields  of 
grain;  and  these  they  wither  in  the  sunbeams  of  truth.  So  will  it 
be  with  these  gaudy  thoughts,  these  weird  mental  wanderings, 
these  tinsel  words  of  theoretic  reasoning,  and  all  this  gay  cerebral 
work,  colored  with  may  hues  of  fancy's  touch,  with   its  crusty  and 
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curt  verbal  pungency,  will  fade  away  and  be  forgotten.  Fear  them 
not.  Harmless  are  they  as  the  babbling  mountain  brook,  that 
serves  to  charm  the  traveler,  while  the  crystal  glacier,  which  scives 
support  and  existence  to  the  gurgling  stream,  remains  solid,  beau- 
tiful and  strong  in  the  sunlight,  immovable  through  years  and 
ages.  And  so  the  grand  system  of  medicine  now  known  as  homeo- 
pathy will  endure,  and  will  ever  shine  gloriously  illuminated  through 
its  beams  of  truth.  It  will  be  efiPulgent  with  future  beneficence, 
when  the  rushing  torrents  of  over-enthusiastic  i  bought  have 
evanesced.  The  angular  rocks,  the  projections,  the  pebbles  and 
the  sands,  that  caused  the  murmurs  and  brooklet-like  babblings, 
may  remain;  but  the  dark  currents  that  rushed  over  them  will  be 
gone  and  forgotten. 

ETHICS. 

Looking  across  the  medical  chasm  we  see  a  great  stir  in  the 
camp.  A  strange  fli(g  is  unfurled.  A  motto  is  discerned.  It  reads: 
"The  New  Code."  ^'CodeT  Methought  that  was  the  remams  of  an 
old  shell  fish,  that  dear  old  fossil,  "the  code.^^  It  has  become  a  tri- 
turated mass,  and  been  turned  into  a  "bolus,^^yea,  a  choking  bolus. 
It  has  choked  many  an  intimate  friendship,  and  is  now  strang- 
ling many  more.  Its  ethics  are  like  a  whirligig,  affected  by  every 
breeze,  now  calm  as  a  sleeping  beauty,  now  flying  with  fury,  turn- 
ing first  this  and  then  another  way;  one  moment  quiet,  and  the 
next  humming  and  buzzing  like  a  nest  of  hornets,  and  in  its  work 
of  mischief  quite  as  hungry  for  evil. 

"No  consultation  ethics"  is  on  the  other  great  medical   banner 

that  we  see  flying;  and  this  is  the  lofty  war  ensign  of  the  day  in  the 

opposing  school  of  medicine.    Happily  we  are  not  the  antagonists 

in  the  fray;  it  is  a  home  rebellion  in  the  venerable   "old    school" 

ranks.    The  great  test  battles  have  twice  been  fought  on  the  soil  of 

this  state,  and  code  reform  has  been  victorious;  and    this    state    in 

the  van  of  others  will  surely  follow.     A  trickling  drop    of    water 

wearing  even  at  a  granite  foundation    will  eventually    crumble  it 

away;  and  so  the  constant  efforts  of  brave,  consistent  hearts  of 
ethical  reformers  will  wear  a  crevice  in  the  obdurate  heart  of  old 
school  prejudice. 
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A  FUNNT  CHARGE    '^SECTARIANS" 


Towards  our  school  the  weapons  are  changing.  At  first  we 
were  classed  as  "quacks;"  then  as  "irregulars:"  now  simply  as 
"sectarians."  It  has  taken  the  "old"  eyes  a  long  time  to  penetrate 
far  enough  into  their  own  definition  of  the  term  '*quack"  and 
charlatan  to  see  that  our  system  is  infinitely  more  free  from  charla- 
tan practice  and  irregularity  than  their  own,  for  ours  is  based  upon 
a  scientific  law;  and,  further,  all  the  teachings  and  writings  and 
remedies  of  the  school  have  always  been  free  and  open  to  every- 
body; and  no  quackery  or  secret  drug  or  proprietary  or  patent  rem- 
edy is  allowed  in  the  school  under  any  form ;  and  a  liberality  exists 
in  our  ranks  far  surpassing  theirs  in  matters  of  medical  education, 
and  of  certainty  of  therapeutic  application  aud  success. 

READINESS  TO  TEST  THE  NEW  PRACTICE.       LAYMEN  AWAKE. 

To  prove  the  assertion  of  success,  there  is  not  a  city  in  this 
country  to-day  where  homoeopathic  practitioners  are  found  but  in 
which  the  members  of  our  branch  will  willingly  test  the  system 
side  by  side  in  every  and  any  hospital,  if  a  fair,  impartial  trial  be 
accorded.  But,  fearing  the  comparison,  whenever  the  two  systems 
are  placed  in  such  contrasts  by  the  laity,  the  noble  old  school  phy- 
sicians, like  a  retreating  foe,  withdraw  under  their  mottoed  banner. 
Under  the  garb  of  "the  code"  they  hide  their  dread  and  fear  for 
homoeopathic  practice.  Ye  laymen  of  the  land,  why  do  you  not 
awake  and  compel  the  trial?  In  all  your  almshouses,  your  hospitals, 
and  all  your  free  or  remunerative  institutions,  wherever  the  sick 
are  found,  we  stand  ever  ready,  even  waiting,  for  the  trial  and  the 
work.  You  are  interested;  and  if  the  "regulars"  decline  this  fair 
examination  of  the  merits  of  our  system  give  us  the  institutions  as 
a  whole,  by  right  and  justice,  and  by  reason  of  their  ignominious 
retreat  when  asked  to  make  the  trial.  Why  should  the  American 
Medical  Association  prattle  about  a  consulting  rule  of  ethics,  when 
consultations,  many  and  often,  have  been  held  between  prominent 
members  of  the  two  rival  schools?  The  garments  of  a  Beaconsfield 
or  a  Gai'field  were  of  such  official  importance  and  luring  beauty 

12 
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that  the  old  profession  permitted  bedside  consultations  between 
members  of  both  schools  over  these  honored  and  valued  men,  and 
an  interested  and  afflicted  public  encouraged  and  upheld  the  action. 
The  medical  codes  of  the  two  greatest  English  speaking  and  the 
most  influential  nations  of  the  world  were  thrust  aside  as  though 
they  had  no  existence,  and  "sectarian"  brothers  "met"  by  choice 
and  not  by  chance.  The  more  homespun  garb  of  the  lesser  official 
and  unofficial  laity  seems  too  humble  to  afford  a  repetition  of  the 
courtesy  then  demanded  and  granted.  Are  we  to  believe  that  it 
was  compulsory  magnanimity  on  the   part  of  the  old  codists? 

"regulars"  taking  a  simillimum  dose. 
The  assumed  ''regulars,'^  to  cure  the  ugly  little  pet  born  to  med- 
icine in  Germany,  prescribed  "social  and  professional  ostracism" 
This  was  their  remedy.  It  fell  into  their  own  cup  and  now  they 
.are  drinking  it  themselves.  They  have  tried  to  force  it  down  that 
giant,  the  laity,  but  here  they  struck  a  solid,  immovable,  impene- 
trable barrier,  and  the  dose  returns  like  an  unexpected,  recoil,  and 
10,000,000  out  of  the  great' American  laity  population  in  this  coun- 
try are  masters  and  victors.  To  the  75,000  professional  men  ar- 
rayed with  the  haughty  ancient  plume  and  holding  the  pestle  as 
the  *'i!Esculapian  shelalah"  over  the  heads  of  the  little  band  of 
eight  thousand  faithful  medical  reformers  these  ten  million  are 
saying:  "These  are  my  little  ones.  I  have  adopted  them  into  my 
family;  harm  them  not,  for  they  shall  grow  to  be  rulers  and  prin- 
ces and  kings  among  you." 

A  CHICAGO  PROVING. 

Chicago,  the  astounding  youthful  Hercules,  has  proved  it  by 
actual  computation  and  figures;  for  there,  the  patrons  of  homce- 
pathy  I  am  informed,  own  three-fourths  of  the  taxable  property  of 
the  city.  In  Boston  and  St.  Louis,  in  Cleveland  and  New  York, 
in  San  Francisco  and  Cincinnati,  in  Atlanta  and  Nashville,  in 
New  Orleans  and  Washington,  in  Baltimore,  in  Toledo,  in  Mobile 
and  Savannah,  in  Denver  and  Detroit,  in  St.  Paul  and  Minneapo- 
lis, in  Buffalo  and  Albany,  in  the  cities  with  the  big  P's — Portland, 
Providence,  Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia,  and  a  multitude  of  others, 
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it  is  aeeurately  safe  to  say  that  in  the  aggregate  at  the  lowest  cal- 
eulation,  fullj  one-third  of  the  taxable  property  is  held  by  people 
who  employ  homoeopathic  treatment. 

A  TEST  PBOVIKG  BY  THE  LAITY. 

That  remedy,  the  "social  ostracism,"  the  reformed  portion  of 
the  laity  is  going  to  "prove,"  in  more  ways  than  one  before  it  is  ad- 
mitted to  a  position  in  the  material  medica;  and  when  the  symp- 
toms are  all  recorded  and  the  "provings"  ended,  then  will  it — the 
remedy — ^be  ready  forlhe  laity  to  administer;  and,  my  word  for  it 
they  are  going  to  prescribe  it  on  the  grand  scientific  law  of  similia 
similibus  curantur  to  the  sick  man  of  to-day.  "Codists"  or  no 
*'codists,"  the-antiqnated  invalid  will  have  to  submit,  when  the 
time  arrives,  to  his  own  powerful  prescriber  and  his  ailment  will  be 
cured  by  one  of  his  own  discoveries. 

OUR  DUTY. 

In  regard  to  our  duty  as  members  of  the  homoeopathic  profes- 
sion in  the  passing  events  of  the  day,  and  especially  in  this  contest 
going  on  in  the  self-denominated  "regular^  school  about  the  recog- 
nition of  members  of  our  school  professionally  as  medical  brethren 
and  as  consulting  physicians,  let  me  say  that  while  we  have  now 
as  a  body  nothing  fco  do  with  the  triangular  struggle  as  to  whether 
the  "new  code,"  or  the  "old  code,"  or  the  "no  code"  party  wins, 
yet  when  their  contentions  are  over  and  the  matter  has  been  settled 
in  our  favor,  as  it  most  assuredly  will  be  in  time — then  we  may 
have  to  act  as  an  organization;  but  we  may  have  to  remain  specta- 
tors for  years  ere  public  opinion  moulds  the  professional  mind  to 
accept  its  coming  destiny.  ^ 

A  few  years  ago  female  physicians  were  excluded  from  their 
rights  as  a  professional  class,  but  justice  eventually  placed  them  in 
their  proper  position  and  estimation  in  professional  favor,  and  now 
they  are  recognized  over  this  country  and  in  some  foreign  nations. 

The  laity  in  the  honors  they  are  placing  upon  the  members  of 
oar  school,  and  the  recognition  we  are  receiving  in  national,  state, 
and  loeal  circles,  such  as  appointments  upon  boards  of  health,  in 
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hospitals  and  other  institutions,  are  fast  solving  the  pffoblem  thai 
the  old  school  dreads,  and  has  not  true  manliness  enough  to  meet 
and  work  out  in  a  just  and  honest  way. 

A  CHIMERICAL  POLICY. 

Exclusion  by  ethical  resolutions  and  unfair  technicalities  i^  a 
chimerical  and  unsound  policy,  and  a  tinsel  measure  that  a  little 
time  and  patience  will  rust  away.  In  so  doing  it  will  expose  the 
darkened  soot  that  has  been  lurking  beneath  the  great  controversy 
of  the  giant  body  of  the  profession.  Ostracism  socially!  Why» 
we  are  and  have  been  at  all  times  well  received  by  the  laity  in  every 
metropolitan  centre.  The  laity  are  the  foundation  support  of  both 
schools.  This  element  neither  ome  as  a  school  can  command,  and 
if  the  laity  find  the  elements  of  true  manhood  and  true  medical 
science,  progress  and  reform  in  the  homoeopathic  portion  of  the 
profession  they  will  undoubtedly  sooner  or  later  universally  support 
it,  and  compel  social- unity  and  professional  courtesy  from  both 
^hools  towards  one  another. 

THE  TRUE  EDUCATION. 

This  triangular  contest  I  have  referred  to,  which  is  now  going 
on  in  this,  the  Empire  state  of  the  Union,  between  (1)  the  modified 
code,  (2)  the  American  Medical  Association  code  and  (3)  the  no  code 
parties,  is  one  to  us  then  simply  of  interest  as  an  outgrowth  of  the 
reform  instituted  by  the  noble  Hahnemann.  When  the  members 
of  either  of  these  three  parties  show  sufficient  respect  for  them- 
selves and  the  rest  of  the  legitimate  medical  profession  to  entitle 
them  to  the  true  and  honorable  cognomen  of  honest-hearted  men 
and  well-meaning  gentlemen  and  live  up  to  the  "golden  rule" 
among  themselves — that  rule  which  is  the  basis  of  all  genuine  pro- 
fessional and  social  ethics — then  can  we  shake  hands  with  them  on 
the  ground  of  codeless  manliness,  and  not  till  then.  What  is  a 
code  worth  to  any  man  of  any  school  if  it  does  not  teach  and  imbue 
in  every  adherent  the  true  instincts  of  manliness  and  honor?  If  a 
magnanimous  spirit  be  in  the  individual,  if  he  has  a  proper  respect 
for  his  medical  brethren  everywhere,  if  he  has  charity  and  brotherly 
love  towards  the  fellow  members  of  his  profession,  if  he  regards  his 
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own  comeliness  of  demeanor,  and  respects  himself  and  others,  will 
it  not  show  itself  in  deportment  and  language  becoming  a  correct 
gentleman,  on  all  occasions,  even  under  the  most  trying  circum- 
stances, even  when  summoned  to  consulting  duties  in  the  chamber 
of  the  suffering  or  the  dying? 

If  a  man,  on  the  other  hand,  has  a  rascally  heart,  a  rancorous, 
bitter,  deceitful  spirit,  a  dishonest  moral  training,  it  will  come  well- 
ing up  like  a  blackened  poisoning  spring,  and  its  effects  will  tell 
the  baneful  origin  ;  and  no  codal  words  will  ever  correct  his  meth- 
ods of  life  and  action.  You  must  go  to  the  fountain,  and  let  none 
but  pure  water  into  the  well.  Let  no  dishonest  person  enter  the 
profession,  or  dare  to  ask  our  preceptorship,  or  even  matriculate  at 
any  of  our  colleges. 

A  MAXIM — ^A  NOBLE  CODE. 

Write  down  as  a  maxim  this :  Have  honest  youth  only  as 
your  pupils  for  an  honest  and  self-sacrificing  profession  ;  and  let 
strict  morality,  integrity,  intelligence,  and  thorough  education  be 
the  standard  in  the  collefi:es  of  our  schools,  at  least.  Then  you  will 
have  no  code  to  write.  Every  heart  and  head  and  hand  and  life, 
properly  admitted  into  the  profession,  will  have  the  moral  and  pro- 
fessional code  stamped  thereon;  every  sentence  and  action  of  such 
a  man  towards  you,  towards  the  fellow  members  of  the  profession 
of  all  schools,  towards  mankind  at  large,  will  be  that  of  upright- 
ness. From  him  no  Janus-faced  hypocrisy  will  ever  frown  at  you. 
The  most  noble  code  I  can  pen  or  imagine  may  be  written  in  a  line  : 
Be  upright  everywhere. 

CLOSIKTG  WORDS. 

^The  harmonious  session  of  the  institute  last  year,  the  free- 
dom from  the  discussion  of  technicalities  and  minor  issues,  the 
unanimous  election  of  all  the  officers,  the  freedom  from  unkindly 
filings  in  the  debates,  the  subjection  of  the  knotty  questions  of 
medical  dispute  to  the  more  important  departmental  work  and  topics 
of  true  scientific  reform,  are  all  causes  for  unfeigned  and  profound 
gratitude  from  your  presiding  officer.  Fully  appreciating  all  the 
favors  and  the  responsibilities  conferred  and  the  high  professional 
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deportment  which  has  been  maintained  towards  me  in  the  past,  and 
especially  during  the  period  of  my  official  relations,  I  can  but  trust 
for  a  continuance  of  kindly  feelings  and  support  in  the  conduct  of 
affairs  at  this  meeting;  and  so,  with  mutual  good  will  and  con- 
fidence; let  us  proceed  to  the  performance  of  the  various  duties  now 
placed  upon  us.    In  the  words  of  the  old  song: 

"  Too  much  rest  is  nist, 
There's  eyer  cheer  in  changing; 

We  tyne  by  too  much  trust, 
So  we'll  be  up  and  ranging." 

The  thanks  of  the  institute  were  tendered  the  president  for  his  able 
address,  and  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  J.  P.  Dake,  Nashville;  I.  H. 
Talbot,  Boston,  and  J.  S.  Mitchell,  Chicago,  was  appointed  to  consider 
and  report  on  the  questions  and  suggestions  set  forth  by  the  president* 
Dr.  J.  C.  Burgher,  chairman  of  the  publication  committee,  reported  that 
5,000  copies  of  the  president's  address  of  last  year  had  been  purchased 
and  distributed.  Report  accepted.  Dr.  H.  D.  Payne  gave  a  summary  of 
the  death  roll,  stating  that  twelve  deaths  had  occurred,  -seven  of  them 
being  of  seniors,  which  was  a  large  proportion.  Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot,  chair- 
man of  the  bureau  of  registration,  organization  and  statistics,  reported 
that  in  1844  there  were  no  general  hospitals,  no  medical  colleges^  while 
to-day  there  is  a  representation  of  27  state  societies,  21  of  which  are 
chartered,  about  80  general  hospitals  which  cost  $2,000,000, 47  dispens. 
aries,  11  medical  colleges,  6,000  Alumni  graduates,  10  medical  journals, 
20  other  miscellaneous  institutions  associated  with  homoeopathy  and 
7,400  regular  homoeopathic  physicians.  He  reported  the  hospital  as  be- 
ing in  a  flourishing  condition  and  also  gave  a  summary  of  statistics  col- 
lected. 

AFTERNOON  MEETING. 

When  the  members  came  together  after  dinner,  the  work  of  the 
"Bureau  of  Materia  Medica  and  Provings"  was  at  once  taken  up.  The 
special  topic  for  discussion  was  "A  Model  for  Materia  Medica."  This 
bureau  is  composed  of  the  most  eminent  authorities  on  the  subject  in 
the  school.  The  majority  of  the  members  have  published  works  or 
dissertations  on  Materia  Medica.  They  were  instructed  at  the  last  meet- 
ing to  suggest  an  ideal  materia,  and  to  this  end  had  prepared  exhaustive 
papers,  synopses  of  which  were  read  by  the  Chairman. 

The  members — corresponding  and  regular — who  contributed  to 
make  up  the  report  were  :  J.  P.  Dake,  Chairman,  Nashville,  Tenn. ; 
Conrad  Wesselhoeft,  Boston,  Mass.;  John  W.  Hay  ward,  M.  D.,  Liverpool, 
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England  ;  Tomasso  Cigliano,  Naples,  Italy ;  Lewis  Sherman,  Milwaukee^ 
Wis. ;  E.  A.  Farrington,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  H.  E.  Arndt,  Grand  Kapids, 
Mich. ;  A.  C.  Cowperthwaite,  Iowa  City,  Iowa ;  Wm.  Owens,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio  ;  A.  W.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  Ills. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Jousett,  of  Paris,  France,  was  unable  to  respond,  as  he  is 
writing  a  large  work.  T.  F.  Allen,  M.  D.,  of  New  York  City,  the  author 
of  the  Standard  Encyclopedia  (in  12  volumes)  of  Materia  Medica,  which  v 
bears  his  name,  read  his  own  contribution,  and  presented  printed  copies 
of  a  pamphlet  of  some  twenty-five  pages  as  a  sample  of  the  revision 
which  he  is  making  of  his  work.  Asa  S.  Couch,  of  Fredonia,  N.  Y. ;  A* 
W.  Woodward,  of  Chicago;  H.  C.  Allen,  Ann  Arbor  ;  Wm.  Owens,  Cin- 
cinnati ;  S.  Lilienthal,  New  York,  and  N.  W.  Butler,  of  Montclair,  N.  J., 
discussed  the  report.  It  was  referred  to  the  Publication  Committee. 
Dr.  Dake  was  re-appointed  Chairman  of  the  Bureau. 

MALARIAL  DISEASES. 

A  series  of  interesting  papers  were  offered  at  the  evening  session  by 
the  Bureau  of  Clinical  Medicine— J.  Sidney  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  of  Chicago, 
Chairman— on  "Malarial  Fevers." 

Prof.  J.  W.  Dowling,  of  New  York  City,  discussed  the  causes  relat- 
ing to  place  and,  instanced  many  new  facts  and  theories. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Dake,  of  Nashville,  read  an  able  paper,  taking  the  ground 
that  new  settlers  and  those  whose  systems  were  unused  to  the  poison 
would  be  sooner  attacked  and  more  violently. 

E.  A.  Farrington,  of  Philadelphia,  gave  a  comprehensive  resume  of 
the  remote  effect  of  malaria  on  the  system. 

Chairman  J.  Sidney  Mitchell  discussed  the  relation  of  malaria  to 
consumption  and  pneumonia,  and  gave  his  opinion  that  there  was  no 
specific  effect  due  to  malaria  in  causing  those  diseases. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Allen,  of  Ann  Arbor,  gave  an  exhaustive  review  of  the 
treatment  of  intermittents. 

L.  A.  Falligant,  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  took  the  ground  that  quinine  in 
crude  doses  was  often  necessary,  especially  in  congestive  fevers. 

^Anna  Warren,  M.  D.,  of  Emporia,  Kan.,  gave  some  original  observ- 
ations upon  the  effect  of  malaria  upon  women,  stating  that  it  sometimes 
caused  uterine  and  bladder  troubles. 

Dr.  S.  Lilienthal,  of  New  York  City,  detailed  instances  of  diseases 
of  the  nervous  system  resulting  from  malaria. 

R.  B.  Johnson,  of  Ravenna,  O.,  gave  a  concise  account  of  the  treat- 
ment of  remittent  fever. 
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SECOND  DAY. 

The  second  day's  meeting  was  characterized  by  the  same  unflagging 
interest  and  unruffled  good-fellowship  which  gave  such  a  signal  Impetus 
to  the  initial  meeting  on  Tuesday.  The  convention  has  a  tremendous 
appetite  for  hard  work,  and  grinds  away  at  a  pace  really  astonishing  to 
those  experienced  in  the  ways  of  deliberative  bodies.  The  special 
report  by  the  eminent  microscopist  and  chemist,  Prof.  J.  Edwards  Smith, 
of  Cleveland,  was  the  most  note-worthy  feature  of  the  day's  work.  His 
effort,  which  was  brought  in  under  the  head  of  **  Eemarks  and  Sugges- 
tions concerning  certain  Homoeopathic  Ereparations,"  was  in  fact  a 
tremendous  exposure  of  alleged  frauds  practiced  by  some  pharmacists 
upon  the  medical  profession  and  the  general  public.  Prof.  Smith  has 
done  yeoman's  service  for  the  year  past,  and  was  authorized  to  continue 
the  good  work. 

Dr.  T.  M.  Strong,  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
reported  that  during  the  year  a  large  number  of  letters  of  inquiry  had 
been  addressed  to  prominent  physicians  of  the  school  of  Europe,  South 
America,  India,  Mexico,  etc.  The  answers  received  showed  an  advanc- 
ing prosperity  in  England,  South  America,  and  Portugal,  official  oppos- 
ition in  Russia  and  Sweden,  and  the  cause  at  a  standstill  in  Switzerland 
and  Belgium.  Italy  is  hopeful,  and  from  Austria  and  Germany  but  little 
has  been  heard.  The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publica- 
tion. Later  in  the  session  Dr.  Strong  was  re-appointed  chairman  of  the 
committee. 

The  President  announced  that  he  had  received  letters  from  Dr.  A. 
Claude,  of  Paris,  France ;  Dr.  A.  Gerstel,  of  Vienna,  Austria ;  Dr.  T. 
Cigliano,  of  Naples,  Italy  ;  Dr.  Alfred  C.  Pope,  of  London,  England;  Dr. 
Eichard  Hughes,  of  Brighton,  England  ;  J.  W.  Hay  ward,  of  Liverpool, 
England,  and  other  foreign  members,  beside  handfuls  of  letters  and  tel- 
egrams from  meidbers  all  over  this  country,  expressing  regrets  at  not 
being  able  to  be  present,  and  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  session. 

The  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Obstetrics  was  taken  up.  The  chairman, 
Dr.  M.  M.  Walker,  of  GermantoVn,  Pa.,  led  off  in  the  discussion,  the 
special  subject  being  **  Complications  of  Gestation." 

The  Bureau  of  Microscopy  and  Histology  repotted.  The  treatise, 
on  the  "Solubility  of  Glass,"  by  Dr.  Conrad  Wesselhoeft,  of  Boston, 
which  had  been  prepared  under  the  direction  of  this  bureau,  was  read 
on  Tuesday  afternoon  to  fill  up  a  gap.  The  doctor,  however,  had  pre- 
pared, and,  on  request,  read  a  notable  contribution  on  "  Bacteria,"  from 
the  pen  of  the  distinguished  savant,  Dr.  Albert  Haupt,  of  Chemnitz, 
Saxony.  The  desertation  dealt  rather  rouarhly  with  Dr.  Gregg's  theory 
of  fibrillse.  There  was  a;  marked  diversity  of  sentiment  on  the  intrinsic 
originality  of  the  papers,  some  members  characterizing  it  as  elementary, 
and  thought  time  wasted  in  listening  to  its  reading,  while  other  delegates 
declared  it  to  be  of  great  pith  and  moment,  and  urged  the  reader  to  give 
it  in  full. 

Two  members  of  the  Bureau  had  been  assitrned  for  "Kemarks  and 
Suggestions  concerning  certain  Homoeopathic  Preparations."  Chairman 
J.  Edwards  Smith,  of  Cleveland,  read  the  contribution  from  Dr.  W.  A. 
Edwards,  of  St.  Louis,  and  then  submitted  a  report  of  his  own  year's 
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research  in  this  iascinating  field.  Dr.  Smith  is  an  enthusiast  in  chemical 
investigation,  and  apparently  possesses  to  the  full  that  belief  in  his  work 
which  conquers  the  world.  The  Doctor  read  extracts  from  his  report  of 
seventy-three  pages,  the  reading  calling  forth  frequent  requests  for  de- 
tails on  interesting  points.  The  interest  aroused  was  so  great  that  on 
the  expiration  of  Prof.  Smith's  allotted  time  it  was  unanimously  resolv- 
ed that  he  be  allowed  to  go  on,  and  the  session  was  extended  to  that  end. 
His  humorous  exposure  of  the  adulterations  practiced  by  certain  pharm- 
acists in  compounding  sugar  of  milk  brought  out  shouts  of  laughter  and 
prolonged  applause.  The  Doctor,  gave  a  list  of  pharmacists  and  the 
results  of  many  anal^s.  Despite  their  hearty  appreciation  of  the 
ludicrous  side  of  the  si!|t'ect,  the  doctors  present  evidently  regarded  the 
matter  as  a  very  serious  one  indeed,  and  astonishment  was,  after  all,  the 
predominant  feeling. 

A  paper  by  a  non-member  of  the  Institute— Prof.  M.  B.  Wood,  of 
Cleveland — on  the  same  subject,  was  airowed  to  go  to  the  Publication 
Committee  as  part  of  the  report. 

It  was  decided  that  the  disussion  on  Bacteria  be  re-opened.  Dr. 
Wesselhceft  resumed  the  reading  of,  and  at  the  same  time  enlarged  upon. 
Prof.  Haupt's  treatise.  When  he  closed,  Dr.  R.  R.  Gregg,  of  Buffalo, 
was  given  five  minutes  in  which  to  defend  some  of  his  tlieories  which 
had  been  assailed  by  the  paper.  The  Institute  did  not  relax* its  grip  on 
these  infinitesimal  parasites  until  the  wild  clang  of  the  dinner  gong 
echoed  through  the  hall. 

(Bemainder  of  Report  deferred.) 


AT  NIAGARA. 

Niagara  Falls,  June  22d,  1883. 
Dear  Observer  :  I  shall  begin  some  gossiping  remarks 
about  the  American  Institute  by  saying  that  there  is  a  growing 
impression  among  thoughtful  members,  that  watering  places  are 
not  the  best  places  for  the  concentration  of  a  body  of  scientific 
workers.  Thus  the  many  attractions  of  Niagara  have  seriously 
impeded  the  executive  labors  of  the  Institute.  I  am  infcrmed  that 
the  important  bureau  of  pharmacology  almost  failed  of  a  report 
because  the  chairman  rushed  off  from  the  train  straight  to  Goat 
Island  instead  of  making  his  first  halt  at  the  International  Hotel. 

Meeting  him  on  the  Goat  Island  bridge  I  asked  him  how  it 
came  that  he  was  libsent  when  his  bureau  was  called. 

"  I  was  delayed  one  day  in  starting  and  supposed  that  my 
bureau  had  been  called  and  passed  before  my  arrival.  Really  there 
are  no  very  important  papers  in  my  bureau  this  year.  All  the 
papers  in  the  bureau  of  microscopy  really,  generically  belong  to  my 
bureau.     My  members  could  not  work  under  the  head  of  pharma- 
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cology.  But  a  ^rose  by  any  other  name  doth  smell  as  sweet  ^ 
and  I  am  satisfied,  no  matter  under  what  bureau  these  pharmacol- 
ogical investigations  are  carried  on/' 

"You  regard  them  as  being  very  important?"  I  asked. 

"  Of  the  utmost  importance  in  many  directions.  First,  if  you 
heard  J.  Edwards  Smith's  paper  you  will  see  that  we  have  effectu- 
ally put  the  scientific  quietus  upon  dynamization.  It  the  sample 
of  sugar  of  milk  contain  enough  iron,  silid^  calcic  phosphate,  or 
alumina  for  the  sixth  trituration,  the  dynamizationists  are  driven 
to  the  strait  of  assuming  that  the  organism  can  select  a  dynamized 
drug  from  among  many  crude  medicines — the  very  position  for 
which  Humphrey  was  driven  out  of  the  Institute,  and  the  very 
grossest  excuse  for  the  most  disreputable  polypharmacy.  Again, 
if  the  party  known  as  "Regular'  and  'Scientific  Medicine,'  had 
been  so  di  eadfully  scientific  they  should  have  gotten  hold  of  these 
facts  with  regard  to  our  '  vehicles '  foi  preparing  drugs,  and  thereby 
have  given  homoeopathy  the  most  damaging  blow  in  the  eyes  of 
educated  people." 

"  You  are  credited  by  President  Pearson,  of  the  Internationals, 
with  having  led  in  the  onslaught  upon  •dynamization  and  which 
has  ended  in  disaster  to  the  high  potency  cause." 

^'  The  opposition  to  dynamization  began  long  before  my  time/' 
said  the  chairman,  thoughtfully.  "  There  had  perhaps  been  too 
little  of  united  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Low  Dilutionists — who  are, 
by  the  wa/,  the  accurate  followers  of  Hahnemann's  pharmacology 
and  therapeutics.  The  high  potency  element  had  been  allowed  to 
assume  everything — supernatural  powers  of  observation  and  appli- 
cation being  included  in  their  assumptions.  I  believe  I  had  the 
honor  of  beginning  in  the  Times,  the  Hahnemannian  and  the 
Observer,  the  series  of  articles  against  dynamization  which,  per- 

r 

haps,  culminated  in  the  present  reversal  of  position  of  the  parties 
in  their  relation  to  each  other.  But  such  tried  leaders  as  Dake, 
Payne,  Wesselhoeft,  Smith  and  others  had  been  prominent  in  the 
field  long  before  me." 

"  You  think  dynamization  about  dead,  then,  do  you  ?  " 
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'*  Not  dead  ;  bnt  snrely  moribnnd.  It  cannot  be  taught  in  our 
colleges.  Eyen  in  Ann  Arbor,  the  able  gentlemen  who  have 
thought  it  politic  to  espouse  djmamization  in  the  past,  now  find  it 
necessary^  to  make  numerous  denials  of  the  current  story  as  to  the 
teaching  of  dynamization  and  high  potency  in  the  University  of 
Michigan. 

"  Are  you  aware  that  Franklin  has  resigned  his  chair  in  the 
University,"  I  asked. 

"  I  j^ad  heard  it.  Franklin  is  an  eflFective  surgeon  and  lecturer. 
But  his  unfortunate  connection  with  the  so-called  Drs.  K.  &  K. 
could  not  be  tolerated.  However,  I  have  heard  that  he  contempla- 
ted resigning  some  time  ago" 

"Who  will  get  the  new  chair  of  gynaecology  in  the  U.  of  M.?" 
I  asked  of  another  prominent  gentleman  from  Indiana. 

"I  think  Cowperthwaite,  of  Iowa  University.  The  pay  is 
much  better  in  Michigan;  and  Cowperthwaite  is  just  as  good  a 
gynaecologist  as  he  is  a  therapeutist.  Besides,  he  is  in  harmony 
with  the  balance  of  the  faculty.  And  these  Michigan  gentlemen, 
put  great  stress  on  harmony, — muchgreater  stress  than  anybody 
else  puts  upon  it." 

"  How  did  Runnels  come  to  be  defeated  for  the  presidency,"  I 
asked  of  a  prominent  gentleman  from  the  Sucker  State. 

"  Simply  because  some  gentlemen  from  the  east  failed  to  keep 
futh.  At  Indianapolis,  last  year,  a  number  of  prominent  gentle- 
men from  the  east  were  loud  and  profuse  in  indirect  pledges  to 
Runnels.  I  heard  many  of  them  myself.  It  had  been  determined 
that  the  election  of  a  m^^mber  to  the  vice-presidency  should  consti- 
tute a  legal  notice  of  his  regular  ascent  to  the  presidency  of  the 
Institute.  Some  gentleman  who  had  tacitly  or  openly  pledged 
themselves  to  Runnels  found  it  within  the  limit  of  their  views  on 
consistency  to  break  off  and  support  Hall  or  Saunders,  and  thus 
Runnels  was  left  without  his  pledged  support  in  a  quarter  in  which 

he  was  justified  in  expecting  it  to  remain  firm  and  unshaken  to  the 
last.  Next  year  we  snull  claim  his  right  to  the  votes  of  the  Insti- 
tute on  account  of  Indiana — the  great  state  of  Hoosierdom  never 
having  had  the  honor  to  furnish  a  preside  it  to  the  Institute." 
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The  whole  Institute  is  just  now  imbued  with  the  earnest  con- 
viction that  the  working  methods  of  the  Institute  must  be  changed 
if  there  is  to  be  any  time  for  discussion  of  papers  at  all.  It  may 
be  fairly  said  that  discussion  was  practically  cut  off  by  the  great 
number  and  length  of  papers.  Meeting  the  affable  editor  of  the 
Clinical  Review,  I  asked. 

"  Why  don't  we  have  some  discussions  on  these  numerous  and 
important  papers?" 

"Because  we  have  no  time.  The  so-called  synopses  %re  prob- 
ably longer  than  the  original  papers.  The  reader  is  usually  cut  off 
in  the  climax  of  his  theme  and  all  discussion  is  prevented  for  lack 
of  time. 

"We  must  have  Bureau  meetings  hereafter,"  said  another 
working  member.  "  It  is  impossible  to  get  through  with  the  ac- 
cumulating work  of  the  Institute  in  any  but  a  slipshod  and  un- 
scientific fashion  so  long  as  we  attempt  it  in  general  session." 

"  We  should  have  one  general  session  per  day  in  which  matters 
of  universal  interest  could  be  discussed,"  said  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana.  "  Then  the  bureaus  should  have  one  long  session  each. 
There  are  twelve  bureaus.  A  three  days'  session  would  give  half  a 
day  to  each  bureau.  Then,  if  while  one  bureau  were  in  regular 
session  it  were  found  necessary  or  practical  to  call  other  bureaus 
together  for  discussion  or  reading  of  papers,  it  could  be  done  in  some 
other  room  and  without  hindrance  to  that  bureau  in  regular  session 
in  its  order.  Reports  of  committees,  censor's  reports,  election  of 
officers,  etc.,  should  be  the  work  of  the  general  session  in  the  eve- 
ning and  thus  would  prevent  that  vexatious  interruption  of  impor- 
tant proceedings,  which  is  common  in  the  present  order  of  things/^ 

"  Our  plan  miist  be  remodelled,"  said  another  observing  gen- 
tleman. The  present  plan  was  well  enough  when  our  papers  were 
not  as  numerous  and  important  as  they  now  are.  We  must  adopt 
the  sectional  plan  of  bureau  meetings  with  some  such  modification 
as  you  suggest  to  the  general  session.  We  now  have  the  appear- 
ance of  merely  desiring  to  pose  before  a  large,  intelligent  and 
dressy  audience.    That  is  a  very  pleasant  performance  for  the  poser 
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but  it  is  not  a  healthy  proceeding  so  far  as  actual  bureau  work  is 
concerned." 

"What  does  Dake  mean  by  his  resolution  shutting  off  other 
societies,"  I  asked  of  a  New  York  gentleman. 

"  He  means  very  properly  that  the  parasitical  body  known  as 
the  Internationals  must  take  warning  not  to  hold  their  meetings 
under  the  protecting  shadow  of  the  Institute." 

"  We  don't  want  any  side  shows  along  with  this  performance," 
said  the  humorous  gynaecologist  of  the  Hahnemanian  Hospital 
College  of  Chicago. 

"  These  outside  societies  must  be  converted  into  bureaus,"  said 
Taylor,  of  Indiana.  "  I  am  willing  that  the  Internationals  shall 
be  given  a  place  among  our  bureaus  and  have  a  time  for  their  ses- 
sions and  be  under  the  protection  of  the  Institute  as  they  should 
be,  so  long  as  they  shall  continue  to  hold  their  membership  in  the 
Institute." 

'*Put  them  in  as  the  bureau  of  psychological  medicine,"  I  sug- 
gested. 

"  No.  It  is  one  of  the  inexplicable  things  in  philosophy  that 
these  gentlemen  who  believe  in  such  immaterial  things  as  the 
'spirit'  of  a  drug,  will  repudiate  the  title  of  'psychological'  as  applied 
to  their  medicine.  Let  them  call  themselves  by  what  title  they 
please,  but  make  their  organization  a  bureau,  so  that  it  shMl  be 
under  the  censorship  of  the  American  Institute.  They  must  con- 
sent to  that  or  be  driven  to  select  some  other  time  or  place  of  meet- 
ing and  thus  cut  themselves  loose  from  all  practical  connection 
with  the  Institute." 

"  The  plan  of  separate  bureau  meetings  will  be  very  acceptable 
to  the  0.  &  0.,  said  Campbell,  the  genial  specialist  of  St.  Louis. 
"  Practically  our  bureau  meetings  are  deserted  except  by  specialists, 
and  all  parties  will  be  benefited  by  the  proposed  change." 

Speaking  of  the  0.  &  0.  reminds  me  of  a  funny  episode  that  I 
heard  on  the  train  for  home.  A  young  'eye  and  ear'  doctor,  in 
search  of  experimental  wisdom,  fell  in  with  a  noted  specialist  at 
one  of  the  state  meetings  not  long  since.    The  professor  was  dis- 
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cu88ing  the  operation  for  cataract  and  incidentally  mention^  that 

he  had  six  operations  for  cataract  set  for  the  following  Monday. 

The  heart  of  the  youn^  specialist  nearly  jumped  out  of  his  throat. 

^'  He  felt  just  as  I  did  probably  when  for  the  first  time  I  leveled  my 

rifle  at  a  full-grown  deer  with  horns,"  said  the  narrator.  As  soon 
as  the  lecturer  had  finished,  the  young  man  sprang  up  and  almost 
ran  over  to  the  seat  occupied  by  the  wonderful  eye  surgeon. 

"Going  to  take  out  all  those  cataracts-next  Monday?  '  he  gasped. 

"  0,  yes  !"  said  the  professor  languidly.  We  do  those  things 
every  day  or  two  at  my  place." 

"  Then  you  may  look  for  me  to  be  on  hand  without  fail,"  said 
the  seeker  after  knowledge. 

Well,  the  seeker  after  knowledge  went  on  the  next  Monday 
bright  and  early.  The  professor  was  not  in  his  office,  and  the 
assistant  who  was  in,  hadn^t  heard  of  any  cataract  except  Niagara 
for  a  year  past.  So  the^s.  a.  k.  took  a  buggy  and  drove  down  to 
the  college,  thinkingi,  maybe  that  these  operations  were  to  be  per- 
formed before  the  class  in  the  college.  But,  to  his  great  disappoint- 
ment, he  was  unable  to  hear  of  any  case  of  eye  disease  except  a 
gonorrhoea]  ophthalmia,  and  the  resident  physician  said  that  he 
should  object  to  any  operation  in  that  case,  and  was  quite  sure  that 
no  other  "  eye  cases "  had  materialized  in  that  vicinity  or  were 
likely  to  do  so. 

".What  was  the  probable  object  of  such  a  story?"  I  asked  the 
narrator. 

"  0,  the  average  college  professor  is  constantly  under  the  im- 
pression that  he  must  do  something  extraordinary  to  impress  the 
country  practitioner.    He  does  not  always  succeed,  however. 

"  By  the  way,  what  do  all  these  colleges  mean  by  shutting 
women  out  so  unceremoniously.     Is  it  a  corner  against  women? 
I  asked  a  prominent  woman  doctor  who  was  present. 

"  It  means  simply  one  of  two  things — either  that  the  professor 
of  obstetrics  finds  it  impracticable  to  rehash  his  "barrel"  of  nasty 
dirty  anecdotes  that  year  after  year  are  wont  to  set  the  lecture  room 
in  a  roar,  to  his  infinite  gratification,  or  it  means,  in  some  cases, 
that  the  lecturer  has  not  sufficient  moral  courage  to  summarily 
eject  from  the  room  and  the  class  some  grrinning  and  snickering 
male  ape  who  occupies  a  seat  in  the  class  for  the  purpose  of  insalt- 
ing  women,  with  his  jeers  and  lewd  demonstrations,  whenever  sub- 
lects  relating  in  any  way  to  sexuality  are  on  the  tapis.  It  is  a 
lasting  shame  and  reproach  to  our  colleges,  made  in  a  school  that 
has  been  struggling  for  very  existence  with  the  cry  of  "  Liberty 
and  Equality  "  on  their  lips.  They  falsify  the  very  argument  of 
their  existence  by  refusing  to  women  the  liberty  and  equality  of 
our  educational  institutions?* 
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^^  What  is  your  experience  as  to  the  mixed  classes/*  I  asked  a 
young  lady  who  attended  college  last  winter. 

'"  At  rulte  I  think  we  are  treated  with  respect  by  the  gentle- 
men in  the  chairs  and  in  the  classes.  I  never  saw  anything  that 
led  me  to  think  there  was  any  disposition  to  persecute  women  in 
Pulte.    Of  course  I  can't  speak  for  other  places. 

"  The  Chicago  Homoeopathic  College,"  said  another  lady  prac- 
titioner, /^is  just  now  putting:  np  the  baby  plea  that  women  can't 
go  to  the  Cook  County  Hospital  clinics  and  therefore  they  oughtn't 
&)  be  admitted  to  the  college.  Now,  I  attended  the  Cook  County 
Hospital  with  three  women  some  years  before  the  Chicago  Homoe- 
opatie  College  was  bom.  There  were  five  hundred  men  in  attend- 
ance and  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  they  would  raise  a  perfect 
storm  of  yellings  and  clappings  and  stampings.  They  had  no  bet- 
ter manners,  too,  than  to  laugh  and  leer  and  jeer  whenever  there 
was  a  case  of  venereal  disease  on  exhibition,  or  when  an  operation 
on  some  of  the  sexual  organs  was  made.  But  we  said  this  great 
crowd  of  howling  hoodlums  are  from  the  brush  and  knobs  of  the 
backwoods  and  we  vdll  pay  no  more  attention  to  them  than  to  a 
gang  of  monkeys.  Well,  before  the  end  of  the  session  they  got 
tired  of  that  kind  pf  fun  and  scarcely  noticed  us.    We  went  on  ; 

fot  our  medical  education  and  all  of  us  have  succeeded  in  life,  and 
ave  done  more  than  our  share  to  widen  the  field  of  homoeopathy." 

^*  It  embarrasses  me  and  outrages  my  sense  of  propriety  to  be 
compelled  to  lecture  to  men  and  women  at  the  same  time.  I  think 
we  snould  tender  to  women  a  final  examination  and  the  degree  of 
our  college  if  they  are  proficient,  but  I  cannot  believe  in  the  prac- 
tical good  of  mixed  classes,"  said  the  chivalric  editor  of  the  Clinical 
Review. 

It  seems  to  be  the  old  question  of  whether  women  should  be 
permitted  to  do  anything  but  look  pretty  and  keep  the  house  clean 
and  the  coflfee  pot  bright. 

In  this  connection  I  cannot  refrain  from  remarking  that  there 
were  njore  handsome  (some  really  pretty)  women  in  attendance 
upon  the  Institute  than  1  have  ever  seen  before  at  these  meetings. 
They  were  conspicuous  in  tasty  and  fine  dresses  at  the  banquet. 
As  usual,  the  toast-master  could  not  refrain  from  drawing  the 
banquet  out  to  an  unseasonable  length.  It  was  almost  one  o  clock 
in  the  morning  wh<>n  the  flood  of  sickly  sentimentality,  lugubrious 
fun,  and  essentially  doubtful  poetry  came  to  a  tardy  close.  The  quar- 
tette singing. made  some  amends  for  the  above-named  disasters  ; 
but  we  have  secured  a  pledge  from  the  new  President  that  the  next 
banquet  shall  terminate  promptly  at  10:30  p.  m. 

Akgeline  L.  Wilson, 

Highground,  Ind. 
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CoMSTOCK.— Prof.  T.  G.  Comstock,  M.  D.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  was 
given  an  honorary  degree  by  the  St.  Louis  University  on  the  27th  of 
June  last. 

Foster.— Prof.  R.  K.  Foster,  M.  D.,  has  been  elected  President  of 
the  Chicago  Homoeopathic  College  in  place  of  Prof.  J.  8.  Mitchell,  M. 
D.  who  resigned. 

Hedges  —Dr.  S.  P.  Hedges,  of  Chicago,  has  been  appointed  an 
attending  physician  on  the  homoeopathic  board  of  the  Cook  county 
hospital. 

HoLCOMBE.— The  many  friends  of  W,  H.  Holcombe,  M.  D.,  of  New 
Orleans,  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  he  is  much  better,  and  spending  the 
summer  at  Lake  Greneva,  Wis. 

Mitchell.— When  Prof.  J.  S.  Mitchell  retired  from  the  Presidency 
of  the  Chicago  Homoeopathic  College,  which  office,  he  had  held  since  its 
organization,  he  was  presented  with  a  series  of  complimentary  'resolu- 
tions by  the  faculty,  testifying  their  affection  and  respect. 

Pennoyer.— X.  A.  Pennoyer,  M.  D.,  of  Kenosha,  Wis.,  has  been 
elected  President  of  the  Homoeopathic  society  of  the  State  of  Wisconsiii. 


MARITAL. 

Laird— Taylor.— Frank  F.  Laird,  M.  D.,  was  married  to  Miss 
Annie  Taylor,  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  on  May  30, 1883. 

Armstrong— Williamson.— Thos.  Armstrong,  Esq.,  of  Baltimore, 
was  married  to  Letitia  R.  Williamson,  daughter  of  the  late  Walter 
Williamson,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  on  June  6, 1883. 

Shepherd— Richardson.— Dr.  A.  L.  Shepherd,  Glendale,  Ohio,  has 
been  married  to  Miss  Florence  Richardson. 

Markham- BoYCE.— Dr.  R.  C.  Markham  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
L.  Boyce,  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  on  Jnne  20th,  1883. 

Baldwin— Benedict.— Dr.  Arthur  H.  Baldwin  was  married  to  Miss 
Florine  Benedict,  at  South  Norwalk,  Conn.,  on  the  12th  of  June. 

Wolff— Eaton.— George  P.  Wolff,  Esq.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Alice  E.  Eaton,  daughter  of  M.  M.  Eaton,  M.  D.,  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Walden,  D.  D.,  on  May  25.  1883. 


NECROLOGICAL. 

Clark.— At  Portland,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  on  the  8th  of  Jane, 
1883,  Eliphalet  Clark,  M  D.,  departed  this  life.  He  was  one  of  the  old- 
est physicians  of  our  school  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  American  Institute.  He  had  reached  the  age  of  eighty-two 
and  fell  as  a  fully  ripened  ear  of  grain. 

DeGersdorff — Prof.  Ernst  Bruno  DeGersdorff,  M.  D..  died,  at 
Pleasantville,  N.  Y.,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1883.  He  filled  the  position  of 
Professor  of  Pathology  and  Therapeutics  in  the  Boston  University 
School  of  Medicine  for  ten  years  with  general  acceptanca  "  In  all  his 
work  he  bore  an  honor  unstained,  an  integrity  ever  abiding." 

Lane.— Dr.  Charles  J.  Lane,  a  graduate  of  the  Hahnemann  CollegB 
of  Philadelphia,  died  recently  of  consumption,  at  Concord,  N.  H. 
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FINE    PHARMACEUTICAL     PRODUCTo 

JPHOSr  THE  LAHORA.TOBY  OF 

PARKE,  DAV^IS   &    CO.. 

DETROIT,  MICH.,  U.  S.  A. 

New  York;  6o  Maiden  Lane  and  21  Liberty  bT. 


Standard  pharmacculical  preparations  of  the  United  States  and  forcijfn  Pharn  icopoeias  and 
nonofficinal  pr  panttiuns  of  largne  variety.  Of  tli.;  laitor  c  ass  we  make  a  specLilty  of  Fluid  Ex- 
tracts prepared  trora  new  and  rare  dru^s  from  various  parts  oi  the  world. 

rUJlD  A  SOLID  aXTRACTS.  SUGAR  AND  GI  LATINS  COATByD  PILLS.  KXXXIRS,  WINBS,  SYKUFS. 

RBSINOmS  AND  CONCINTRITIONS.     BMPTY  GBLATINK  CAPSULES.       SOFT  FILLED  CAFSULSai 


NEW  DRUGS. 


FLUID  EXTRACTS. 


Aceitillo  Bark, 
Adrue, 

Ailantus  Glandulosa, 
Alligator  Pear  Seeds, 
Alst(Miia  Constricta,True 
Anagfallis  Arvensis, 
Acreca  Nuts, 
Bamboo  Briar  Root, 
Baycuru  Root, 
Bearsfoot, 

Berberis  Aquifoliom, 
Black  Haw, 
Blood  Flower, 
Boldo  Leaves, 
•California  Fever  Bush, 
California  Laurel, 
Carnauba  Root, 
Caroba  Leaves, 
Cascara  Amara, 
Cascara  San-ada, 
Cedron  Seed, 
Ccreus  Bonplandti, 
Cfireus  Graodiflons, 


CA-eus  McDonaldii, 
Cheken^ 
Chewstick, 
Coca  Leaves, 
.Cockle  Burr, 
Cocolmecao, 
Com  Silk, 
CotoBark, 
Damiana^ 
Dita  Bark. 
Dubosia  I..eaves, 
Elephant's  Foot, 


Iron  Wood,  Sabbatia  Campestrl^ 

Jaborandi,  Sandal  Wood, 

Jamaica  Do^fwood,  Sarracenia  FlavA, 

Jamaica  PiraentoLeaves,Sassy  Bark, 
Judas  Tree,  Saw  Palmetto, 

Juriballi,  Shepherd's  PursOb 

Kamala,  Sierra  Salvia, 

Kava  Kava,  Stylosanthes, 

Kooso  Flowers,        rers,Simdew, 
Lilv  of  the  Valley  Flo w-Thapsia  GargoabM, 
Lilv  of  the  Valley  Root,  Tomato, 


Manaca, 


Ephedra  Antisyphilitica,Manj^  Bark, 

Eucalyptus  Globulus,      Mango  Frui^ 

Evening'  Primrose, 

Ginger,  Mexican. 

Grindelia  Robusta, 

Grindelia  Squarrosa, 

Guaco  Leaves, 

Guarana, 

Helianthella, 

Honduras  Bark, 

Horsemint, 


BCanzanita  Leaves, 
Mercury  Weed, 
Mistletoe, 
Musk  Root 
Paraguay  Tea, 
Pulsatilla, 
Quebracho  Bark, 
Quinine  Flower, 
Rhus  Aromatica« 


Tonga, 
Urecnites  SuberecCa. 
UstilagoMaidis 
Vacdnum  Cras8iloliai% 
Vervain,  White. 
Wild  Bergamo^ 
Yerba  Buena, 
Verbs  Del  Manstt 
Yerba  Del  PoUh 
Yerba  Reuma« 
Yerba  Santa* 
Zoapatle. 


SUGAR  COATED  PILLS. 


Our  list  of  Sugar  Coated  Pills  of  the  United  States  and  British  Pharmacopoeiat,  eom] 
most  of  the  officii^  and  popular  formulas  known  to  the  profession,  to  which  which  we  have  add* 
ed  several  new  and  valuable  combinatimis.  Our  pills  are  made  entirely  by  hand,  firom  tiie  purest 
materials,  and  are  siu^ar  and  gelatine  coated  by  the  latest  and  most  appnx>ved  processes.  For  aolii- 
biUty,  regularity  in  wape,  and  beauty  of  finish,  they  are  excelled  by  none. 


Important.— -Our  pills  bein^  coated  while  the  mass  is  yet  soft,  will  remidn  so  fbr  _ 
To  be  convinced  of  their  extraordinary  solubility,  it  is  only  necessary  to  open  a  few  of  feem   fcr 
faistance,  ouinine,  chinchonidia,  or  blue  pills,  all  of  which  are  usuaUy  found  in  ttie  markat 
and  insoliiole.    Note  also  the  rapidity  with  which  the  coating;  is  dissolved  in  the 


GELATINE  PHARMACEUTICALS. 

One  of  flie  greatest  improvements  of  modem  pharmacy  is  the  use  of  Oelatfae  fai 
forms  to  render  medidnes  more  sightly,  and  to  disguise  their  nauseous  tasts.  This  has  giTen  tiie 
cnrigin  to  the  Gelatine  Coated  Pill— a  full  line  of  which,  of  similar  formulas  to  our  sopur  coated 
pili^  will  be  found  on  our  list— and  also  to  the  Hard,  and  the  Soft  Gdatine  Oapsoles.  We  are  dis- 
pensing Hard  Capsules,  empty  and  filled.  The  Soft  Elastic  Capsules,  hovrever,  are  from  tiie  na- 
ture (n  their  formation,  always  filled  before  leaving  our  laboratory.  These  Capsnles  are  so  soil 
and  dastic  that  their  walls  may  be  brought  \n\o  juxtapodtion,  andT  yet  they  will  regain  thdr  ori^ 
ioal  shape  aud  size  when  the  pressure  is  removeo.    This  property  renders  them  very  easy  of  de- 

Shititioo,  and  they  will  dip  down  like  an  oyster  or  tlie  yolk  ot  an  egg,  though  the  laqpeal  of  " 
ave  a  capacity  of  half  a  flnidounce. 


-SPECIALTIES.- 


Warburg's  Tlnctore, 
Solution  of  Slerotic  Add, 
Nibite  of  Amyl  Pearls, 
San;;ruls  Bovinus  Bxdccatti% 
UquorAddi  Fhosphorid, 
tf      u        u       Cbmpoond, 


Liouor  Brgotas  Purificatna, 

Chlor- Anodyne, 

Tonga, 

Hoang'-Naii, 

Menthol, 

Chanlmoofcni  Oil, 


Ooa  Powder, 
Orude  Petroleum 
Cbian  Turpentine, 
Concentrated  Bxt  Witah 
Momre  or  Mercurfat  V^^oM^ 
Su;^  Teat  FUwka» 
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PROF.  S.  A.  JONES,  M.  D.,  ANN  ARBOR,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 


BAPTISIA  IN  TYPHOID  FEVER. 

There  appears  to  be  a  vast  amount  of  uncertainty  as  to  wbeth- 
cr  or  not  enteric  fever  can  be  aborted,  and  to  reach  a  decisiwi  i» 
worthy  our  most  careful  and  persistent  efforts.  Many  assert  that 
in  no  case  can  it  be,  while  other,  equally  as  good  students  and  prac- 
titioners, aver  that  it  can  be  cut  short  in  its  incipiency.  The  only 
way  to  form  an  intelligent  individual  opinion  is  by  extensive  read- 
ing and  careful  clinical  observation.  Some  authors  speak  of  an 
abortive  form  running  about  the  same  course  as  to  typhoid  thai 
varioloid  does  to  variola.  Even  in  the  event  of  a  number  of  sucfa 
cases  existing  they  must  necessarily  be  treated  by  the  "ex^ctanfc 
plan"  to  determine  positively  as  to  their  course  and  duration.  Very 
many  causes  and  influences  go  to  produce  these,  among  which  we 
think  proper  medical  treatment  hoMs  an  important  place. 

Doubtless  many  more  such  cases  occur  under  homoeopathic  than 
allopathic  treatment.  A  recent  prominent  allopathic  writer  say* 
concerning  the  treatment  of  enteric  fever: — ''The  expectant  or 
rational  treatment  is  that  generally  employed  at  the  present  time 
This  method  of  treatment  is  based  upon  the  knowledge  that  en- 
teric fever,  like  the  other  acute  infectious  diseases,  is  of  definite 
duration  and  cannot  be  cut  short,  that  is  to  say  cured,  by  therapeu- 
tic measures.  My  experience  has  impressed  me  with  the  firm  con- 
viction that  that  man  will  be  most  successful  in  treating  typhoid 
fever  who  watches  jts  progress  not  only  with  the  most  skilled  and 
intelligent  but  also  with  the  most  constant  care,  and  gives  unceas^ 
ing  attention  to  little  things^  and  who,  prescribing  an  active  remedy^ 
weighs  with  the  greatest  acuracy  the  good  intended  to  be  effected, 
against  the  evil  the  prescription  may  inflict,  and  then,  if  the  pos- 

13 
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tsible  evil  be  death,  and  the  probable  good  short  of  the  saving  of 
life,  holds  his  hand." 

No  wonder  they  call  the  expectant  treatment  the  rational 
treatment  when  the  possible  evil  the  prescription  may  inflict  may  be 
death  and  no  wonder  they  do  nothing  and  expect  their  patients  to 
get  well.  Thank  Qod,  that  the  light  of  homoeopathy  enables  us 
to  give  appropriate  medicine  without  having  to  shoulder  the 
terrible  responsibility  of  deciding  between  the  possibility  of  kill- 
ing against  the  probability  of  relieving  our  patients.  In  the  first 
stage  of  the  disease  we  have  hyperaemia  of  the  mucous  membrane 
together  with  infiltration  of  the  agminate  and  solitary  glands  of 
the  intestine,  and-it  is  highly  probable  that  in  abortive  cases  the  in- 
testinal lesions  undergo  resolution,  their  evolution  being  arrested 
short  of  unlceration  or  the  formation  of  sloughs.  In  that  case  we 
will  have  to  deal  with  a  primary  fever  due  to  the  action  of  the  con- 
tag  ium  vivmn,  and  not  with  the  secondary  or  septic  fever  due  to 
ulcers  resulting  from  necrosis  of  the  infiltrated  glands.  Many  of 
us  have  seen  instances  like  these  occurring  in  the  same  dwelling 
with  others  of  the  severest  type  running  the  definite  course. 

Now  the  question  arises,  are  these  aborted  or  abortive  cases — 
in  other  words  are  they  cut  shdtt  by  medication  or  merely  cases 
that  would  have  terminated  quite  as  early  and  favorably  with  no 
treatment  whatever?  If  they  have  had  appropriate  medicinal 
treatment^  are  we  not  justified  in  thinking  the  former  hypothesis  the 
true  one?  It  is  easy  to  see  how  difficult  it  is  to  arrive  at  a  decision 
even  from  bedside  experience  and  observation.  How  often  we  see 
in  journals  or  books  records  of  cases  cured  by  remedies  administered 
on  or  about  critical  days,  when  the  disease  would  normally  take 
either  a  favorable  or  an  unfavorable  turn;  while  we  all  know  the 
tendency  of  the  profession  to  publish  only  its  favorable  cases^  and 
thus  grave  errors  are  committed  and  entailed  upon  others  by  pub- 
lication. I  have  in  mind  a  case  in  which  Baptisia  was  admiiustered 
to  a  patient  (treated  allopathically  up  to  this  time)  on  the  31st  day 
and  it  is  asserted  that  the  fever  immediately  declined  and  from  that 
time  a  rapid  convalescence  followed.    In  most  cases  a  change  would 
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be  almost  certain  to  occur  at  about  that  period  and  it  renders  verj 
doubtful  indeed  the  efficacy  of  Baptisia  in  this  instance. 

Of  the  many  drugs  to  which  has  been  ascribed  the  power  to 
abort  typhoid,  most  perhaps  have  not  now  even  historical  interest 
while  some  are  still  claimed  to  possess  this  virtue.  Probably  Bap- 
tisia tinctoria  ranks  highest  in  our  own  school  in  some  forms  of 
enteric  fever  at  least. 

Hughes  in  his  ^'Manual  of  Pharmacodynamics^^  speaks  of 
numerous  cases  aborted  by  it  in  his  and  others  hands^  and  advances 
arguments  to  sustain  the  ground  he  takes,  but  in  his  later  ^'Manual 
of  Therapeutics"  relinquishes  all  and  says:  "As  regards  abortive 
power  I  must  relinquish  the  claims  I  have  hitherto  made  for  the 
remedy.  I  must  acknowledge  the  correctness  of  Dr.  KidcCs  and 
Dr.  JousseCs  objection  that  the  fever  I  had  broken  up  with  Baptisia 
was  not  typhoid  but  gastric.  When  the  real  disease  appears  either 
sporadically  or  epidemically  it  runs  its  typical  course  in  spite  of 
this  or  any  other  remedy."    Shall  this  be  our  ultimatum? 

What  of  the  numberless  abortive  cases  occurring  with  epi- 
demic or  endemic  typhoid?  Do  they  run  a  typical  course^  and  if 
cases  may  terminate  in  resolution  at  all,  why  may  not  the  appro- 
priate remedy,  the  true  similimum  of  the  disease,  materially  aid 
nature^s  efforts  in  that  direction,  and  thus  practically  abort  the 
fever;  for  in  most  cases  we  see  a  tendency  to  resolution,  a  usually 
ineffectual  effort  of  nature,  about  the  tenth  or  eleventh  day?  The 
pathological  process  in  simple  gastric  fever  or  acute  gastric  catarrh 
may  even  extend  to  the  intestines,  but  generally  presents 
prominent  symptoms  of  stomach  irritation^  as  nausea,  vomiting, 
etc.,  which  with  the  characteristic  features  of  typhoid  will  usually 
enable  us  to  differentiate,  but  in  an  epidemic  of  the  latter  it  would 
not  be  presumption  to  assume  the  mildest  case  to  be  true  enteric 
fever,  or  if  Baptisia  or  any  other  remedy  performed  apparent  cures 
in  repeated  instances,  that  that  was  the  agent  which  accomplished 
the  good  work  and  should  have  due  credit  for  the  same. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Wilson  (allop.)  in  his  recent  work  "The  Continued 
Fevers"  treats  typhoid,  gastric,  mucus  and  bilious  fevers  as  syno- 
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nymous  terms,  and  it  appears  to  me  the  onus  probandi  rests  with 
those  who  maintain  the  latter  to  be  distinct  from  typhoid. 

American  homoeopathic  contributors  mention  numerous  cases 
cured  by  Baptisia. 

Many  allopathic  journals  are  loud  in  its  praise,  if  not  in  aibort- 
ing  at  least  in  rendering  the  disease  comparatively  innocent,  and  as 
usual  claiming  its  discovery  as  their  own. 

Dr.  Laurence  Johnson  (allop.)  in   his  "Medical   Formulary" 

says:  "It  is  largely  employed  at  the  present  day,  by  homoeopaths^ 
in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever  and  careful  experiments  seem  to 
justify  their  use  of  it." 

Prof.S.  A.  Jones,  gives  the  following  among  other  symptoms 
of  the  drag  which  present  an  almost  perfect  picture  of  typhoid: — 
"Mind — Depressed,  dull  and  stupid.    Falls  asleep  in  the  midst  of 

talk — constant  delirium. 
Head — Dull  frontal  headache — vertigo. 
Eyes — Congested — vision  confused. 
Pace — Red,  besotted  look. 
Ears— Deafness. 
Mouth — Ulcers  and  viscid  saliva,  gums  sore  and  bleed  readily  on 

touch. 
Tongue — Dry,  swollen  and  rough,  yellowish  white  or  brown  coat 

vrith  red  tips  and  edges. 

Stomach — Taste  flat  and  bitter,  appetite  entirely  lost,  pain  in  epi- 
gastrium and  right  hypochondriac  region,  not  much  thirst. 

Throat — Constricted  and  full  feeling  with  oppressed  breathing,  dif- 
ficulty in  swallowing. 

Abdomen — Bloated  and  sore,  dull  aching  and  sharp  shooting  pains, 
rumbling  of  flatulence. 

Respiratory  organs — Constricted,  difficult  breathing,  muscles  of 
posterior  part  of  chest  and  neck  lame  and  stifif  on  moving. 

Diarrhoea — Stools  have  putrid  odor — dark  and  offensive  or  bloody, 
great  prostration  and  pain  in  limbs  and  small  of  back.    Primarily 
constipation,  secondarily  diarrhoea. 
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Sleep — Restless  and  tosses  about  (pain),  wakes  vrith  suffocated  feel- 
ing, frightful  dreams. 

Urine— Scanty  and  feverish,  bums  while  passing. 

Pulse — Accelerated  at  first,  soft  and  quick,  then  slow  and  feeble. 

Aggravation — Early  in  morning,  motion  and  heat  of  room  or  bed 
(marked  in  proving)." 

SYNOPSIS. 

Nervous  system.    A.  Ganglionic. 

1.  Tissue  affinity — Blood,  mucous  membrane,  skin,  and  non-striat- 
ed muscular  fibre. 

2.  Chief  anatomical  regions^Blood-disorganization,  mucous 
membrane — -jnouth,  lungs,  large  and  small  intestine  (ulcers). 
Skin — ^livid  spots  (parts  on  which  patient  lieb.)  Non-str.  muse, 
fibre — inner  coat  of  blood  vessels,  (blood  pressure). 

B.  Cerebro-8pinal-:-Torpidity  (a)  Brain;  gloomy,  depressed  and  stu- 
pid (delirium),  (b)  Cord — Left-sided  paralysis,  numbness  and 
pricking. 

Chief  Characteristic — Putridity  of  every thinfi:-^foetid  breath,  stool, 
urine  and  sweat. 

General  features — Prostration  over  whole  body  but  marked  in 
limbs.  Great  soreness  of  part8  lain  wpow,  (tendency  to  bed 
sores),:^omnolence  and  general  mental  weakness,  (falls  asleep 
in  the  midst  of  a  reply  to  a  question),  injected  face  and  dull 
besotted  look,  easily  compressible  pulse,  dark,  offensive,  thick 
liquid  stools. 

(Differs  from  Ars.  in  having  less  thirst  and  from  Rhus,  in  tendency 
to  bedsores)." 

Add  to  this  the  characteristic  coated  tongue,  bitter  flat  taste,  etc., 
and  the  picture  I  think  pretty  complete. 

After  such  a  proving,  would  not  we  as  homoeopaths  have  the 
right  to  expect  grand  work  from  the  drug  in  many  if  not  most 
cases  of  enteric  fever?  These  indications  have  been  verified  clin- 
ically, over  and  over  again,  by  many  observers  in  the  treatment 
of  typhoid  and  doubtless  "the  half  has  not  been  told." 

Dr.  Hoyt,  in  Vol.  6,  of  the   North  American  Journal  first 
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brought  the  drug  to  the  notice  of  the  profession,  and  mentions 
several  very  interesting  cases,  in  wl^ich  a  decoction  of  the  drug 
was  given  in  frequently  repeated  doses,  followed  by  profuse  pers- 
piration and  almost  immediate  decline  of  the  fever. 

Several  very  similar  instances  have  occuired  in  my  own  prac- 
tice, some  of  which  appeared  unmistakeable.  I  may  here  briefly 
speak  of  two  or  three. 

Case  I.  Mr.  M.  L.,  set.  40,  for  several  days  had  complained  of 
feeling  very  tired  and  ill,  then  had  slight  chill  followed  by  fever, 
having  the  usual  appearance  of  typhoid.  Feveir  gradually  increased 
in  intensity,  with  the  usual  morning  remission  and  evening  exacer- 
bation, until  about  the  third  or  fourth  day  (had  Ars.  up  to  this 
time),  when  Bapt.  ®  ,  drop  doses  hourly  were  given.  During  the 
night  he  awoke  in  perspiration,  and  at  my  visit  next  day  found  him 
without  fever,  which  did  not  return  and  patient  soon  regained  his 
former  health.  .    » 

(Note. — This  case  occurred  in  the  midst  of  5  others  of  severest 
type,  iu  the  same  family.  Two,  a  boy  and  a  young  lady  set.  18, 
the  first  to  contract  the  disease,  died  under  allop.  treatment  in  12 
and  14  days  respectively,  the  other  three  making  good  recoveries 
although  in  two  of  them  the  fever  ran  a  very  low  and  protracted 
course  (4  and  5  weeks),  with  involuntary  stools  and  urine,  and  more 
or  less  constant  delirium.  Had  not  the  same  opportunity  to  prove 
the  efficacy  of  Bapt.  in  these  cases  as  they  had  already  been  ill 
some  days  before  coming  under  my  care.  In  the  other  however,  a 
young  man  set.  22  years,  Bapt.  seemed  indicated  and  was  given, 
with  other  remedies  to  meet  special  indications,  with  the  eflFect  of 
modifying  very  much  the  intensity  of  the  fever  and  bringing  it  to 
a  favorable  termination  about  the  17th  day,  from  which  date  a 
steady  convalescence  set  in). 

Case  II.  Mr.  8.  A.  H.,  set.  35,  had  been  feeling  badly  for  a 
week  preceding  the  advent  of  the  fever,  which  began  with  a  succes- 
sion of  chills  followed  by  continued  fever.  Was  called  to  visit  him 
two  days  after.  Found  him  with  pulse  of  100,  full  and  soft,  temp. 
101  ^ ,  skin  hot  and  dry,  respiration  33,  face  red  and  injected,  tongue 
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heavy,  yellowish  white  coating  and  trembled  when  protruded,  ab- 
domen sensitive,  especially  in  ileo^aecal  region  where  pressure  elicit- 
ed loud  gurgling,  not  much  thirst,  appetite  entirely  gone,  all  food 
being  repugnant,  bowels  loose  (having  taken  cathartic  the  day  be- 
fore), severe  pain  in  back  and  limbs,  th^  latter  so  weak  he  could 
not  stand.  Patient  complained  most  of  a  terrible,  constant, 
frontal  headache,  which  nothing  relieved  in  the  least,  and  begged 
me  to  give  him  something  to  stop  it  as  he  could  not  longer  endure 
it. 

Prescribed  Bell.  ^  and  cool  wet  cloths  to  abdomen. 

Next  day — temp.  101.6  (in  axilla),  pulse  110,  headache  con- 
tinues. 

Prescribed  Bapt.  ®  ,  one  minim  hourly,  with  Bell,  once  in  four 
hours.  Wet  cloths  continued.  Following  day  patient  better, 
temp.  99,  pulse  95,  headache  almost  gone  and  respiration  nearly 
normal.  In  the  early  part  of  the  day  a  profuse  sweat  appeared  all 
over  patient  which  lasted  several  hours  and  temp,  had  declined  as 
above.  He  was  given  a  rapid  sponge  bath  with  whisky  and  water 
and  dried  thoroughly,  after  which  he  expressed  himself  as  quite 
well  only  terribly  weak.  The  remedy  was  continued  for  several 
days  longer  but  no  return  of  the  fever  was  noted. 

I  have  met  a  number  o{  cases  in  which  although  it  seemed  to 

modify  the  disease  greatly,  was  not  sufficient  to  dispose  of  it  quite, 

and  others  which,  while  apparently  aborted,  occurring  sporadically 

rendered  the  diagnosis  somewhat  uncertain,  so  shall  not  speak   of 

them  here. 

D.  A.  McLachlan,  M.  D. 
Holly ^  Mich. 

[  Some  editorial  notes  by  Dr.  Jones,  in  reference  to  this  article, 
will  be  found  in  the  latter  part  of  this  number. — E.  A.  L.] 
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0.   8.   MORLEY,  M.   D.,   PONTIAC,  MICH.,   EDITOR. 


TWO  CASES  ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  TREATMENT  OP 

FAULTS  OF  EVOLUTION  OF  THE  SEXUAL 

SPHERE,  IN  STRUMOUS  PATIENTS. 


BY  CHARLES  S.*  MORLEY. 


Case  I.  E.  F.  aet.  17  years.  Had  slight  "  show "  in  four- 
teenth and  again  in  fifteenth  year,  becoming  regular  "every  five  or 
tsix  weeks  in  her  sixteenth  year."  Last  year,  1875,  was  cured  of  a 
f^oitre  by  Merc.  Bin.  externally.  No  menstruation  since  then. 
There  is  expectoration  of  much  thick  yellowish  mucus,  and  a 
mmilar  discharge  from  the  nose  and  vagina.  Patient  will  not  enter 
into  a  free  conversation,  prefers  to  sit  in  her  damp,  shaded  chamber, 
i^rapped  in  blankets.  There  is  palpitation,  sighing,  and  pulsation 
through  the  entire  body  (chlorosis). 

She  had  from  her  regular  physician  iron  and  bitter  tonics,  cod 
liver  oil  and  the  malt  preparations  ;  and  from  a  (to  be)  1st  Vice- 
President  of  the  Michigan  Hom.  Med.  Society,  she  had  the  tincture 
of  "  Pulseetilly  "  to  "  bring  her  'round." 

The  following  are  the  notes  of  the  remedies^  viz  :  May  22, 
Sulph  c  c  one  dose.  May  30,  Developed  the  pathogenetic  action  to 
extent  of  producing  palmar  heat,  the  morning  diarrhoea — the  odor 
dinging  to  her  for  hours,  and  many  pustules  upon  chest  and  back 
with  itching  while  undressins:  and  after  getting  warm  in  bed. 

For  a  month  she  got  no  medicine,  when  the  improvement  in 
the  general  condition  seemed  to  fail.  July  4,  Sulph  ec*  one  dose, 
with  return  ot  most  of  the  above  symptoms  in  milder  form, 
except  the  itching  which  became  general  and  was  more  pronounced. 
July  17,  Sulph  c  c  three  times  a  day.     July  30,  patient  seems   to 
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have  lost  all  she  had  gained,  but  is  better  of  all  of  the  symptoms 
attributed  to  Sulphur. 

No  medicine.  »^ 

August  10.  Patient  has  haemorrhoids  and  itching  of  anus. 
Never  before.  Epistaxis  every  forenoon  for  the  last  week.  Frontal 
headache  and  vertigo.  Bry.  30,  August  20.  Patient  seems  brighter 
and  better  of  symptoms  last  complained  of.  Dry  cough  at  night, 
morning  profuse  yellow  thick  expectoration.  Her  abdomen  seems 
enlarged  ;  she  is  lax  of  fibre  and  "  the  pit  of  her  stomach  sticks 
out  after  eating."     Calcc.  c  c  every  night  and  morning. 

Being  absent  for  six  weeks  I  did  not  again  see  the  patient  until 
the  following  winter,  when  she  walked  into  my  oflSce  alone  to  con- 
sult me  about  her  large  neck  that  had  "come  back  on  her."  With 
some  hesitation  I  gave  Calcc  12  three  times  a  day. 

The  course  of  this  case  was  onward  to  complete  establishment 
of  health  from  the  date  of  my  first  prescription  of  Calc  c.  No 
other  medicines  were  used.  Menstruation  came  on  as  never  before, 
and  she  felt  the  mental  and  physical  detent  lifted. 

She  has  since  married  ;  has  borne  fine  healthv  children  and 
remains  well,  in  every  particular. 

Case  II,  Called  to  Lowell,  Mich.  (1878),  to  see  M.  A.  M.— 
aet.  13  years,  who  had  been  ill  several  months  with  palpitation, 
oppression  of  breathing,  profuse  expectoration  and  progressive 
emaciation.  For  nine  days  she  has  been  unable  to  sleep  or  lie  down. 
Wants  some  qne  to  clasp  their  hands  about  her  occiput  and  press 
firmly.  Found  the  limbs  bandaged  on  account  of  swelling.  Urine 
scanty.    Temp.  102-5.    Sweats  and  diarrhoea. 

The  pupils  are  widely  dilated.  The  occipital  pain  is  constant 
but  every  few  minutes  is  increased  to  such  a  pitch  that  it  s^ems  to 
the  patient  as  though  something  hard  was  pressed  into  the  occiput, 
(foramen  magnum)  Veratrum  alb.  3x  afforded  partial  relief  so  that 
two  hours  quiet  sleep  were  had. 

This  medicine  was  replaced  by  lodiae  c  c  after  few  a  days,  the 
head  symptoms  having  been  relieved.  Several  physicians  had 
diagnosed    some    endo-cardial   mischief   which   undoubtedly   was 
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present,  altfaough  the  extreme  anaemia  and  violent  palpitation,  made 
it  extremely  difficult  to  analyze  the  murmurs  heard.  The  heart 
trouble  seemed  to  date  back  to  inflammatory  rheumatism  treated 
by  external  applications  (in  bed  six  weeks).  From  the  first  week 
of  Iodine  treatment  she  entered  upon  a  course  of  improvement, 
and  with  it  developed  a  large  goitre.  The  patient  having  gained 
in  every  other  way  came  to  live  with  me.  After  waiting  three 
months  for  its  disappearance  under  Iodine  30, 1  put  her  upon 
Spongia  6x,  which  had  cured  her  brother  of  goitre,  I  having  stum- 
bled upon  a  cure  by  prescribing  it  for  a  cough  relieved  by  eating  or 
drinking  warm  things. 

After  two  months  there  being  no  change  I  found  the  case  pre- 
senting in  its  life  history  the  true  Galcarea  type.  Galcc.  200  was 
given  twice  daily.  Id  a  few  weeks  she  weighed  140  pounds,  being 
about  double  her  weight  ^of  the  year  before.  She  became  a  bloom- 
ing, healthy  girl  and  was  married  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and 
still  remains  well  and  free  from  her  goitre. 

I  have  omitted  to  mention  that  when  the  heart  steadied  down, 
there  was  a  systolic  murmur  heard  loudest  at  the  apex,  with  inter- 
mittent heart-pulse.  This  greatly  improved  under  Iodine  and  was 
almost  nil  the  last  time  I  examined  her. 

It  may  seem  remarkable  that  one  should  have  such  experiences 
repeating  themselves  to  the  number  of  a  score  or  more,  but  such  is 
the  ca^e  with  me,  and  as  I  have  full  notes  of  the  cases  and  can  fur- 
nish them  for  publication  if  they  should  prove  of  interest. 

Regarding  the  last  case  it  will  be  noted  that  she  was  13  years 
of  age.  She  had  menstruated,  or  attempted  it  several  times,  with 
great  pain.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  but  for  the  curative 
action  of  the  remedies,  she  must  have  lived  only  to  suffer  from  the 
dysmenorrhoea  incident  to  imperfect  evolution  of  the  sexual  sphere* 
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H.  TT.  TATLOB,  M.  D.-,  TEBBE  HAUTE,  IND.,  EDITOB. 


ACUTE  CYSTITIS.  * 

BY  CHARLES  L.  SWIFT,  M.  D. 

Symptoms  of  inflammation  of  the  bladder  are:  excessive  fre- 
quency in  passing  urine,  attended  with  much  pain;  also,  pain  about 
the  loins,  pelvis  and  perineum;  tenderness  to  pressure  over  the 
pubic  region,  and  in  the  rectum.  The  urine  may  contain  one,  or 
all  of  the  following:  mucus,  pus,  blood  and  lymph;  the  •blood 
incareasing  as  the  disease  advances.  There  is  considerable  fever, 
which  is  marked  by  frequent  rigors,  followed  by  heat  and  sweat. 

The  causes  of  cystitis  are  various,  such  as  cold,  strains,  in- 
juries, pfolonged  labors,  retention  of  urine,  gonorrhoea,  astringent 
injections,  and  extension  of  inflammation  from  the  kidneys,  ureters 
or  from  the  uterus. 

The  treatment  of  cystitis  is  of  two  kinds,  allopathic  or  pal- 
liative, and  homoeopathic  or  remedial,  "specific." 

Here  is  good  old  orthodox  treatment,  palliative:  First  exam- 
ine the  patient,  and  if  there  is  retention  of  urine  introduce  a  cat-, 
teter  and  draw  it  off;  if  this  does  not  relieve,  apply  hot  fomentar 
tions  to  the  supra-pubic  region  and  perineum,  hot  hip  baths,  must 
have  an  action  of  the  bowels,  must  give  delutent  drinks,  frequent 
small  doses  of  alkali,  full  doses  of  henbane  (Hyosciamus),  ten  to 
twenty  drops  of  the  fluid  extract,  small  doses  of  morphia  or  chlo- 
rodyne,  suppositories  of  morphia  or  opium,  when  the  pain  is  very 
severe.  In  mild  cases  the  patient  may  take  three  or  four  ounces  of 
tbe-infuBion'  of  btlchu  three  times  a  day,  or  a  pint  of  the  strong 
decoction  of  Triticum  ref^ns  daily.    If  these  fail  to  restore  health 

*  SMd  at  the  Cayuga  Coanty  Homoeopathic  Medical  Societj. 
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— what  then?    They  must  die  or  call  on  specific  treatment. 

Let  me  report  two  or  three  cases: 

Casel.  Mr.  S.,  aged  40,  light  complexion,  laborer.  Was 
taken  with  a  severe  chill,  followed  by  severe  pain  in  the  region  of 
the  bladder,  frequent  urination,  and  finally  retention.  Urine  was 
drawn  off  with  a  catheter,  and  was  very  dark  and  bloody,  after 
which  he  was  able  to  pass  it.  He  was  under  the  treatment  of  one 
of  our  allopathic  physicians  for  two  weeks.  He  grew  worse,  pass- 
ing nothing  but  blood,  and  so  weak  that  they  thought  he  would 
never  be  any  better.  His  son  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  send 
some  medicine  to  his  father.  He  gave  me  these  symptoms,  with 
,  those  already  given:  Great  burning  before,  during  and  after  mic- 
turition, with  great  urging,  passing  but  little  at  a  time;  great  thirst, 
but  drinking  made  him  worse,  increasing  the'  pain  in  the  bladder; 
he  felt  better  when  keeping  quiet.  Gave  him  Canth.  30,  to  be  put 
in  water  and  repeated  every  hour  until  he  began  to  be  better,  then 

not  so  often. 

The  next  day  the  blood  was  absent  from  the  urine,  less  burn- 
ing, and  on  the  third  day  was  able  to  walk  out  of  doors.  In  this  case 
morphine  and  opium  failed  to  relieve,  while  a  very  few  globules  of 
Cantharis  not  only  relieved,  but  cured  the  case. 

Case  II.  Mrs.  C,  aged  50.  Took  a  severe  cold,  followed  by  a 
chill  and  fever.  The  next  morning  after  the  chill  awoke  with 
severe  pains  through  the  bladder,  back,  hips  and  down  the  thighs. 
Frequent  urination,  passing  but  little  and  that  mostly  bood,  with  a 
great  deal  of  burning  and  straining.  This  condition  lasted  three 
days  before  seeking  medical  relief,  she  then  sending  for  some  medi- 
cine. Sent  her  Cantharis.  Next  day  was  called  to  see  her.  Found 
her  worse  instead  of  better.  Here  was  something  wrong.  This 
was  a  case  of  cystitis,  or  the  books  are  wrong.  Cantharis  cured 
one  case  of  cystitis;  should  it  not  cure ^11 — if  it  is  a  specific?  Must 
1  give  morphine  and  opium,  henbane  and  alkali  to  cure  it?  We 
will  examine  our  patient  better,  now  we  see  her.  She  has  all  the 
symptoms  given,  frequent  urination,  but  little  at  a  time^  with  burn- 
ing and  very  severe  pain,  but  the  pain  was  at  the  conclusion  of 
passing  urine,  and  then  it  was  almost  unbearable. 
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Gave  this  time  notCantharis,  but  Sarsaparilla  12,  which  cured 
as  promptly  as  Cantharis  30  in  the  first  case. 

It  is  not  the  name  of  the  disease  we  cure,  but  the  symptoms; 
and  if  we  cure  these  we  cure  the  patient. 

Case  TIL  Mrs.  0.,  aged  27,  had  the  following  symptoms: 
Pain  in  the  supra-pubic  region,  back  and  hips,  tenderness  all  over 
the  hypogastric  region  and  in  the  rectum,  constipation,  defecation 
painful,  passes  urine  every  few  minutes,  with  burning,  sensations 
as  if  she  had  held  her  water  too  long,  has  to  rise  at  night  to  urin- 
ate,  urine  smells  very  badly,  cannot  allow  it  to  remain  in  the  room, 
sediment  sticks  to  the  vessel  and  has  to  be  washed  off,  chilly  by 
spells,  icy  cold  feet,  nervous  and  fidgety.  Was  this  a  case  of  ante- 
version  of  the  uterus,  or  cystitis,  or  both,  or  neither?  Gave  Sepia 
30  and  cured  the  case. 

From  tiiese  and  other  cases  which  I  might  give,  I  ask  these 
questions: 

How  are  we  to  treat  this  disease  unless  we  treat  it  by  the 
symptoms;  is  it  necessary  to  diagnose  the  case  to  cure  it — is  it 
necessary  to  call  in  an  allopathic  doctor  to  help  you  tell  what  is 
the  matter — or  will  you  carefully  examine  the  patient,  and  get  a 
complete  history  of  the  case  and  all  of  its  symptoms,  and  give  the 
remedy  indicated  by  the  symptoms  and  cure  your  case?  Which 
will  you  do? 


Dangerous  Pulse  Symptoms. — (Archives  of  Medicine) — A 
pulse,  at  first  dicrotic,  which  gradually  loses  its  dicrotism  and  be- 
comes quick  and  monocrotic,  is  indicative  of  pathological  changes 
from  which  induced  or  spontaneous  recovery  is  extremely  doubtful. 
When  transferred,  by  the  sphygmograph,  to  paper  it  may  well  be 
called  the  lethal  trace.  In  its  development  there  is  more  than  a 
failure  of  arterial  tension,  there  is  a  failure  of  arterial  elasticity^ 
Such  a  pulse  is  not  inevitably  followed  by  death.  In  the  collapsed 
stage  which  follows  the  pyrexia  in  a  severe  malarial  paroxysm,  and 
in  some  cases  of  cerebral  concussion,  the  pulse  is  devoid  of  tension 
and  dicrotism.    But  generally  in  acute  diseases  such  a  pulse  is  fatal. 
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THE  AMERICAN  HOMCEOPATHIC  PHARMACOP(EIA. 

Second  Edition^  Thoroughly  Revised  and  Augmented^  by  Joseph  T. 
O'Connor^  M.  D.,  lately  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Tox- 
icology^ and  formerly  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Toxicology  in 
the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Medical  College.  Compiled  and 
published  bg  Boericke  dh  Tafel^  1883.    Royal  8vo.pp.  511. 

This  comely  volume  has  followed  quickly  its  predecessor — 
almost  treading  upon  its  heels. 

Where  did  the  Globe  Printing  House  get  its  cunning?  Here 
is  a  book  that  Aldus  or  Elzevir  might  look  upon  with  pride.  The 
paper  bears  artificial  light  well— is  mellow,  not  glaring — and  our 
eyes,  tried  by  nearly  half  a  century  of  reading,  are  grateful  for  the 
absence  of  the  glare  which  is  inseparable  from  too  white  a  paper. 
The  type  is  delightfully  legible  to  us  who,  among  other  miniatory 
premonitions,  have  had  to  put  a  pair  of  spectacles  in  the  pocket  so 
long  sacred  to  cigars.  The  proof-reader,  too,  has  done  his  duty  like 
an  adept.  Poor  proof-reader,  unhonored  and  unsung,  who  notices 
thee?  Who  gives  thy  work  the  praise  so  justly  due?  Who  real- 
izes what,  and  how  much,  and  how  needful  thine  unobtrusive  doing 
is?  Never  mind  the  neglect  of  to-day;  thou  shalt  yet  sit  amongst 
authors,  honored  of  them  when  thine  earthly  task  is  done.  They 
know  thy  work  and  thy  worth,  and  it  will  be  well  with  thee.  1 
more  than  half  suspect  that  there  is  a  special  heaven  fbr  pri/iters— 
there  surely  should  be,  and  I  opine  there  will  be — I  should  like  to 
get  into  that  department.  I  want  to  see  the  Venetian  Aldus  and 
his  worthy  sons.  I  want  to  meet  old  Gaxton  and  his  goodly  suc- 
cessor Wynkyn  de  Worde,  I  want  to  exchange  a  word  trith  the 
honest  ^^  compo  ^  who  set  up  Paradise  Lost,  and  gave  the  blind 
poet,  I  hope,  the  cleanest  of  proo&.  Filess  me,  their  names  are 
legion — I  cannot  recount  a  tithe  of  them;  but  I  love  them  all|  and 
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want  to  get  into  their  department.  Kings,  and  such  like,  I  shall 
never  miss — but  I  could  be  at  home  with  printers,  and  I  cannily 
bespeak  their  favor  now  while  it  is  time. 

From  a  close  comparison  of  this  edition  with  the  first  I  must 
testify  to  the  fidelity  of  Dr.  O'Connor's  revision.  He  has  given  us 
a  correct  nomenclature,  old-fashioned  though  it  be.  It  is  the  tongue 
of  early  Homoeopathy — may  it  never  be  forgottten  !  To  be  sure 
there  are  some  who  crave  a  place  in  the  belly  of  Old  Physic:  put 
no  obstacles  in  their  way — there  is  place  for  everything;  may  they 
find  their  place  quickly.  The  revising  is  succinct,  judicious  and 
intelligent ;  it  has  notedly  improved  the  work.  We  complained 
gently  of  the  evident  traces  of  indigestion  in  the  first  edition;  well, 
Dr.  O'Connor  has  thoroughly  chewed  his  material,  and  it  is  deliver- 
ed to  us  well  concocted — bavins:,  indeed,  every  evidence  of  good 
editorial  digestion.  This  edition  is  better  than  its  predecessor;  has 
had  errors  corrected,  verbose  descriptions  curtailed  ;  is  more  con- 
cise, really  more  precise;  has  been  augmented  in  nieedful  places,  and 
is  now  ready  to  perform  the  functions  of  a  Pharmacopoeia  fully  and 
faithfully.  It  should  therefore  take  rank  as  the  first  National 
Homoeopathic  Pharmacopoeia. 

Dr.  O'Connor  has  made  one  augmentation  to  which  he  refers 

as  follows : 

''  A  feature  in  the  book  which  may  call  for  criticism  is  the 

attempt  to  give  credit,  under  each  article,  to  the  first  prover  or 
introducer  of  the  remedy;  the  writer  has  used  as  references  the  list 
of  authorities  placed  at  the  beginning  of  each  remedy  in  Allen'' s 
EncyclopcRdia  of  Pure  Matria  Medica,  and  Kleinert's  QuellenNa- 
chweis  der  Physiologischen  Arzneiprufungen.  In  many  cases  it 
was  impossible  to  settle  satisfactory  to  the  writer's  mind  the  ques- 
tion of  priority ;  in  others  the  provings,  as  we  have  them,  are  from 
poisoning  cases,  and  here  no  mention  of  names  could  be  made  ;  in 
still  others  information  on  the  subject  was  not  at  hand.  In  no 
article,  however,  has  credit  been  given  or  omitted  without  what 

appeared  to  be  good  reason  for  such  action." 

This  ** feature"  may  be  open  to  correction;  it  certainly  is  not 
amenable  to  ^*  criticism.  ^ 


208  AMERICAN  OBSERVER.  [AugUSt 

It  is*  righteousness  itself  to  give  the  faithful  prover  due  honor, 
and  Dr.  O'Connor's  endeavor  is  creditable  alike  to  his  head  and  his 
heart.  He  has,  however,  fallen  into  errors,  which,  by  the  way,  was 
easy  to  be  done  in  this  case.  For  instance  he  credits  Apocynum  can^ 
to  '•  Dr.  Black,  of  England."  Now  the  first  proving  was  made  by 
Dr.  Freitag,  at  AUentown.  To  be  sure  Dr.  Black  preceeded  Dr. 
Freitag  in  his  use  of  Apocynum^  but  just  as  St^rck  preceeded 
Hahnemann  in  the  "  proving "  of  Pulsatilla.  However,  in  Dr. 
O'Connor's  case  we  readily  accept  the  will  for  the  deed,  and  shall 
look  for  strict  accuracy  to  a  future  edition;  and,  by  the  way,  that 
edition  should  include  a  good  bibliography  of  each  proven*  remedy. 
This  should  include  all  provers,  and  by  giving  correct  references, 
which  Allen's  Encyclopc&dia  does  not  always  do,  would  be  invalu- 
able to  every  real  student  of  our  Materia  Medica. 

It  is  the  writer's  purpose  to  do  his  utmost  to  this  end  and  he 
trusts  that  every  scholar  will  do  likewise.  The  publishers*  can  do 
a  timely  service  by  supplying  interleaved  copies  to  be  returned  to 
them  on  call.  "" 

This  Pharmacopoeia  as  it  now  is  places  every  American  homoe- 
opathic physician  under  obligations  to  Messrs.  Boericke  and  Tafel, 
and  we  should  all  do  our  best  towards  improving  a  subsequent 
edition. 

We  cannot  turn  away  from  this  comely  volume  without  a  few 
reflections.  It  catalogues  and  describes  some  3560  ''^Things  fit  for 
medicine^'  as  Dioscorides  called  his  famous  work — that  is  3060 
more  "things"  than  are  recorded  in  the  earliest  treatise  extant : 
that  of  Theophrastus.  Now,  apart  trom  Egyptian  records,  Botany, 
the  parent  of  Medicine,  has  a  history  of  3000  years.  Each  year, 
then,  has  contributed  one  remedy  to  our  Materia  Medica.  Verily, 
we  do  "make  haste  slowly!" 

There  are  some  "  two  hundred  thousand  plants  knowu  to  the 
botanist,  vastly  the  larger  part  of  which  are  known  as  weeds.  And 
what  is  a  weed?    A  plant  whose  virtues  are  not  yet  discovered." 


*  The  Hahnemannian  says  proven'  is  a  Scotticism.  One  hours'  study  of  an  Anglo  Saxon 
eranunar  will  show  that  'proven'  follows  the  same  rule  as  'gotten.'  The  'Scotticism'  being 
Better  thanHhe  Englished  'proved.' 
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Let  us  be  patient  and  trustful.  Emerson  says  :  "There  is  not 
a  property  in  nature  but  a  mind  is  born  to  seek  and  find  it."  The 
"weed"  is  waiting  for  the  Heaven-sent,  and  it  shall  surely  come  in 
Heaven's  time. 

Meanwhile,  my  reader,  is  there  no  "weed"  waiting  for  you  and 
for  me?  If  there  be,  are  you  and  I  doing  our  duty;  are  we  the 
Heaven-seat?    Not  if  a  duty  is  undone. 

It  is  the  fashion  to  deny  "provings."  We  have  "too  many'^ 
remedies  now.  Too  many  remedies!  Last  winter  a  boy  of  mine 
drooped,  and  I  went  from  remedy  to  remedy  as  the  crisis  drew  near, 
and  my  heart  ached,  and  my  boy  left  me.  "Weeds"  have  a  solemn 
meaning  to  me  now — hidden  among  them,  may  be,  is  that  which 
would  have  filled  a  mother's  heart  with  thankfulness. 

0  ye  who  have  kissed  the  cold  lips  of  your  child,  the  "weeds" 

cry  out  to  us — in  God's  name,  let  us  be  up  and  doing. 

S.  A.  J. 
Ann  Arbor,  July  19, 1S83. 


THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  REVIEW 

For  August  opens  with  a  very  spirited  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject of  *'  Moral  Instruction  in  the  Public  Schools,"  by  the  Rev, 
Dr.  R.  Heber  Newton,  who  oflfers  a  pracrtcal  scheme  for  convey- 
ing ethical  instruction  without  reference  to  religions  tenets,  and 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Francis  L.  Patton,  who  maintains  that  the  Bible 
must  be  made  the  basis  of  all  moral  teaching.  Henry  D.  Lloyd 
exposes  the  tricks  and  frauds  of  speculation  in  grain.  '^  Woman 
in  Politics,"  by  ex-Surgeon-GeneraJ  Wm.  A.  Hammond.  Hon. 
Francis  A.  Walker  reviews  ''Henry  George's  Social  Fallacies," 
criticising  in  particular  his  doctrines  regarding  land  tenure  and 
r^nt.  The  evils  resulting  from  '"Crude  Methods  of  Legislation," 
both  national  and  State,  are  pointed  out  by  Simon  Sterne. 
Charles  F.  Wingart  writes  of  ''The  Unsanitary  Homes  of  the 
Rich,"  and  there  is  a  joint  discussion  of  "Science  and  Prayer," 
by  President  Gaiusha  Anderson  and  Thaddeus  B.   Wakeman. 

The  September  issue  is  an  admirably  constituted  number, 
whether  we  regard  the  timeliness  and  importance  of  the  subjects 
presented,  or  the  eminent  competence  of  the  authors  chosen  for 
their  discussion.  ,4 
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BUSHROD  W.  JAMES,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  PHILDELPHIA,  EDITOR. 


SANITARY  NOTES. 


BY  BUSHROD  W.  JAMES,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  PHILADELPHIA. 


Decline  in  the  English  Death  Rate. — A  marked  decline  in 
the  English  death  rate  has  occurred  during  these  last  two  or  three 
years.  Mr.  Humphreys,  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Sanitary  Reo- 
ord^  contends  that  this  is  owing  to  the  improved  health  and  sani- 
tary condition  of  the  people.  This  change  has  been  especially 
marked  since  the  Public  Health  act  of  1872  became  a  law.  The 
death  rate  of  males  in  1876-80  showed  a  decline  at  each  age  period, 
except  the  four  decennial  groups  between  35  and  75.  The  death 
rat«  of  females  showed  a  decline  at  each  of  the  age  periods,  except 
the  two  between  55  and  75;  the  decline  among  females  was,  with- 
out exception,  considerably  larger,  while  the  increase  between  56-75 
was  much  smaller,  than  was  shown  at  the  corresponding  age  groups 
among  males.  *  ' 

A  Smokeless  Locomotive. — A  locomotive  is  being  built  for  the 
$rie  Railway  in  which  a  new  device  for  consuming  smoke  is  to  be 
tested.  There  will  be  no  chimney  whatever,  and  in  its  place  is  to 
be  a  inan-hole  merely.  The  air  used  to  condense  the  steam  is  eip- 
ployed  for  heating  and  ventilating  the  cars,  being  delivered  by  a 
conduit  which,  with  coupling  ends,  passes  along  beneath  the  cars. 
This  system  do^'S  away  with  coal  stoves  and  heater3,  and  supplies 
the  carriages  with  fresh  and  warm  air  without  danger  of  fire  in  case 
of  collision. — Sanitary  Record. 

Cremation  Amongst  the  Ancient  Germans. — In  the  course 
of  some  recent  excavations  in  Germany,  some  urns  with  tiie  re- 
mains of  cremated  bodies  were  discovered.    It  is  supposed  that  these 
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date  from  about  250  A.  D.,  or  during  the  period  of  the  Woden  wor- 
shippers. The  Academy  notes  that  the  Thuringians  burnt  their 
dead  as  late  as  the  seventh  century.  Charlemagne  made  a  special 
enactment  againstjcremation,  visiting  those  who  practiced  the  so- 
called  heathenish  custom  with  death.  Within  late  years  its  culti- 
vation has  been  strongly  urged  by  Sanitarians,  and  it  is  destined 
here,  as  elsewhere,  to  be  tiie  only  method  of  disposing  satisfactorily 
ot  the  dead. 

Sanitaey  Conflict  with  Malaria. — Prof.  Tommasi  Crudeli, 
the  author  of  the  bacillus  malarm  theory,  says:  "The  object  of 
sanitary  work,  as  regards  malaria,  is  to  modify  the  physical  condi- 
tions or  the  chemical  composition  of  the  soil  in  such  a  manner  that 
it  shall  no  longer  be  capable  of  producing  it.  If  all  malarial  soils 
were  alike,  we  might  be  certain,  or  nearly  certain,  that  we  could 
make  them  healthy  by  a  system  of  culture  or  drainage  which  has 
evidently  succeeded  in  some  instances.  Unfortunately,  malaria  may 
be  produced  in  the  most  diverse  soils,  and  that  which  perfectly  suc- 
ceeds in  abolishing  it  in  one  place  may  have  little  or  no  effect  in 
another.  Plantations  of  Eucalyptus  appear  to  have  had  a  good  ef- 
fect in  some  cases,  yet  Prof.  Liviesedge,  of  the  University  of  Sidney, 
states  that  h^  has  seen  malaria  very  prevalent  in  a  Eucalyptus  for- 
est. As  yet  we  are  working  blindly;  sometimes  we  obtain  good 
results,  sometimes  it  seems  as  if  we  made  matters  worse.  We  need 
careful  study  of  the  natural  history  of  malaria^  of  the  effect  upon  it 
of  change  of  character  or  condition  of  soils,  etc.,  etc.^' 

■  •     • 

Providential. — An  elegant  cottage  has  b^m  built  during  the 
past  winter  at  a  favorite  seaside  resort,  the  wat^r  for  which  is  to  be 
^en  irom  a  well  thirty  feet  deep,  close  ta  the  house.  Not  thirty 
feet  from  the  well,  and  close  to  the  house,  a  cessi^pool  yras  excavated 
ten,  feet  deep,  the  bottom  left  unpaved,  and  the  walls  laid  up  with 
brick,  dry,  and  then  arched  over,  with  no  ventilation.  The  con- 
tractor, a  plumber,  who  knew  better,  on  being  remonstrated  with 
by  an  outsider  who  saw  the  work,  said  that  he  had  followed  the 
architect's  express  instructions.  Thinking  over  it^  however,  he 
took  the  liberty,  on  his  own  responsibility,  of  plastering  the  walls 
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and  bottom,  leading  a  ventilating  pipe  to  the  roof,  and  providing 
an  overflow  into  a  pipe  leading  to  tide  water.  If  the  owner  of  that 
house  had  had  his  own  and  the  architect's,  way,  and  had  suflFered 
from  it,  he  would  doubtless  -have  deemed  his  affliction  an  "inscrut^ 
able  dispensation  of  Providence." — Sanitary  Engineer, 

A  Mischievous  Bill. — A  bill,  which  couDtenances  the  adul- 
teration of  food,  and  which,  many  believe,  was  proposed  by  the 
friends  of  those  engaged  in  that  illict  occupation,  has  been  passed 
by  the  lower  house  of  the  Massachusetts  legislature.  Strenuous 
efforts  are  being  made  to  defeat  the  bill  at  its  final  reading. 

The  Paris  Laboratory  for  Detection  of  Adulteration. — 
The  Medical  Press  and  Circular  has  a  sketch  of  the  operations  of 
the  Paris  Municipal  Laboratory,  from  which  the  following  is  taken : 
"  This  institution   was  founded  in   1881,   and  in  it  all. qualitative 
analyses  are  made  gratis,   the  reports  being  given  in  the  following 
words:     '  Good,  passable^  bad  (not  injurious),  bad  (injurious). '    A 
tradesman  whose  place  of  business  is  pointed  out  as  one  in  which 
adulterated  articles  are  sold,  is  visited  by  two  officers  (inspectors). 
They  request  to  be  allowed   to  examine  the  products  on  sale,  and 
do  so,  both  microscopically  and  chemically,  on  the  spot,  with  the 
means  they  carry  with  them.     If  articles  appear  to  be  fidulterated 
two  samples,  one  for  examination  at  the  laboratory,  the  other  to 
be  preserved  in  case  of  dispute,  are  taken  attested  by  the  signatures 
of  the  tradesman  and  both  officers.    Every  article  that  enters  the  lab- 
oratory is  analyzed  quantitatively^  the  results,  however^  being  made 
known  to  the  sender  on  payment  of  a  fee,  varying  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  substance,  from  five  to  thirty  francs.    It  is  upon  the 
figures  obtainad  in  the  analysis  that  the  chief  of  the  laboratory 
bases  his  opinion.     Photographic  apparatus   have  been   provided, 
affording  the  analysts  the  advantage  of  putting  beforejthe  eyes  of 
the  jury  and  the  judges  a  palpable  proof  of  the  detected  adulter- 
ation, or  showing  them   the  presence  of  trichini,  cystcerci,  etc. 
The  cost  of  the  laboratory  amounts  to  about  $12,000  per  annum. 
In  the  examination  of  butter,  last  year,  it  was  found  that  only 
eleven  samples  were  pure  out  of  the  sixty-two  examined.    Preserved 
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yegetables,  on  examination,  showed  the  presence  of  copper  in 
eleven  out  of  thirty-five  samples.  Milk  showed  oat  meal,  white  of 
eggy  dextrine,  sugar,  brain  matier,  oils  and  fat.  Wines  showed  ox- 
ide of  lead,  alum,  salt,  salicylic  acid,  and  sometimes  arsenic  in 
liquids  colored  with  fuchsin.  In  the  matter  of  wines,  M.  Cha/les 
Oirard  values  the  loss  annually  sustained  by  the  treasury  at  more 
than*  £140,000.  Beer  showed  gall,  aloes,  nux  vomica,  strichnine, 
etc.  The  report  even  mentions,  among  various  adulterating 
materials  in  diflferent  articles,  residue  of  fecula  manufactory.  It  is 
pleasant  to  find  that  the  endeavors  of  the  laboratory  have  brought 
on  a  notable  decrease  in  the  number  of  adulterated  articles  sold  in 
Paris  and  France  generally." 

Seizure  of  Teas. — The  New  York  inspector,  Mr.  Davies,  is 
doing  good  and  active  woik  in  the  prosecutiou  of  the  importers  of 
adulterated  tea.  Two  hundred  and  seventy  packages,  intended  for 
shipment  to  the  coal  regions  of  Pennsylvania,  have  been  seized  and 
were  found  to  be  tinctured  with  chulan  berry.  The  entire  amount 
was  immediately  shipped  back  to  London. 

The  Foot  Connections  of  the  Soil  Pipe. — At  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Master  Plumbers'  Association,  of  Chicago,  the  Sanitary 
Committee  called  attention  to  a  common  practice  in  the  foot  con- 
nections of  the  soil  pipe.  The  turning  up  of  the  tile  sewer  bend, 
or  knuckle,  to  or  above  the  center  of  the  ground  was  thought  to  be 
responsible  for  one-half  the  complaints  of  sewer  air,  or  gas,  in 
buildings,  this  kind  of  connection  being  easily  broken  by  the  set- 
tling of  the  building  by  frost,  etc.  The  remedy  was  to  continue 
the  soil  pipe  at  the  base  of  the  stack  with  a  cast  iron  elbow  and 
two  or  three  feet  o#  cast  iron  pipe  securely  calked  and  cemented 
into  the  horizontal  line  of  sewer  pipe.  A  connection  made  in  this 
manner,  resting  upon  solid  earth  and  covered  with  earth  or  con- 
crete, would  be  beyond  the  action  of  frost  and  other  destructive 
influences. — Sanitary  News, 

The  Fresh  Air  Inlet. — Mr.  D.  S.  Schureraan,  a  Cincinnati 
architect,  contributes  to  the  Sanitary  News  a  paper  on  this  subject. 
Although  many  will  disagree  with  his  deductions,  these  are  woith 
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stating;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  be  carefully  examined. 
"The  most  important  point  in  plumbing,"  he  maintains,  **is  to 
prevent  siphonage  and  the  return  of  gases;  ventilation  of  the  (tipes 
is  of  secondary  importance."  It  seems  absolutely  impossible  to 
prevent  the  siphonage  of  traps;  hence,  if  there  is  a  poisonous  gas 
in  the  drains  and  pipes  it  is  bound  to  find  its  way  into  the  rooms  of 
a  house  to  do  harm.  The  outlet  usually  made  from  the  sewer  to 
the  surface  ihside  of  the  running  trap,  to  supply  fresh  %ir  to  the 
pipes,  is  condemned,  for  the  air  in  its  passage  through  the  pipes 
would  be  made  foul,  and  would  be  so  much  more  material  for  the 
gases  to  feed  upon.  "To  keep  as  little  aiir  in  the  pipes  as  possible 
is  the  important  point."  He  takes  a  four-story  hou^e  for  illustra- 
tion. Suppose  a  running  trap  is  fixed  on  the  drain  between  the 
sewer  and  the  plumbing.  A  closet  is  dumped  in  the  third  story. 
"All  the  foul  air  between  the  closet  dumped  and  the  running  trap 
will  be  forced  through  the  pipe  you  speak  of  for  supplying  fresh 
air^  and  it  will  not  be  so  fresh  as  it  was  when  it  went  in.  Then 
take  the  number  of  closets,  sinks,  baths  and  wash  stands  usually 
found  in  such  a  building,  and  it  will  keep  the  little  pipe  busy  let- 
ting out  bad  air  instead  of  taking  in  good  air.  So  much  for  sup- 
plying fresh  air  to  the  pipes.  The  outlet  is  so  far  away  where  the 
soil  pipe  passes  through  the  roof  that  the  vacuum  made  by  dump- 
ing the  third-story  closet  would  draw  on  the  fourth-story  traps, 
which  are. much  nearer  than  the  outlet  above  the  roof.  By  the 
time  the  vacuum  had  reversed  the  current  the  traps  of  the  fourth 
story  would  be  open  in  all  the  closets,  baths,  sifiks,  etc.  Now  as 
soon  as  the  dump  from  the  third  story  passes  the  point  where  it 
consumes  all  the  room  in  the  pipe  a  reaction  takes  place;  the  air 
will  be  pressed  out  througli  the  cold  air  supply  in  the  cellar,  or 
or  yard,  or  it  will  be  releiised  when  the  dump  reaches  a  larger  pipe, 
and  return."  He  here  scores  an  important  point  by  showing  that 
this  ftir  will  not  go  through  the  roof  outlet,  as  is  generally  sup- 
posed; for  sewer  gas  differs  from  carbolic  acid  gas  in  that  it  doe 
not  rise  and  permeate  the  atmosphere  readily,  but  is  almost  as 
heavy  as  solid  air.    Now,  there  is  a  pressure  of  fourteen  pounds  to 
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the  square  inch  on  the  end  of  the  outlet  pipe,  which  will  prevent 
the  sewer  gas  from  rising  as  it  is  expected  to  rise.  Instead,  there- 
fore, of  rising,  it  discovers  the  traps  on  the  fourth  story  open,  and, 
as  there  is  comparatively  little  resistance  here,  it  will  make  for 
these  traps.  'This  is  a  subject  of  the  greatest  possible  interest,  und 
one  that  is  being  debated  with  great  fervor  by  the  upholders  and 
the  opponents  of  the  fresh-air  inlet. 

The  Cigarette  Crusade. — The  Philadelphia  Board  of  Educa- 
tion has  had  its  attention  called  to  the  evil  effects  upon  the  in- 
mates of  the  public  schools  of  the  excessive  use  of  tobacco,  es- 
pecially when  used  in  the' form  of  cigarettes.  In  one  of  the  schools 
a  plain  statement  concerning  these  bad  effects  has  been  posted  on 
the  cover  of  every  text  book.  An  energetic  campaign  has-been  in- 
stituted, which,  it  is  hoped,  will  result  satisfactorily. 

The  Ladies'  Sanitary  Association  of  London. — This  Asso- 
ciatipn,  since  1857,  has  printed  1,498,120  tracts,  on  subjects  pertain- 
ing to  the  general  health.  Something  of  the  sort  is  needed  in  this 
country.  When  will  our  ladies  take  up  the  cudgels  in  behalf  of 
sanitary  science  ? 

The  Detroit  Art  Loan  Exhibition. — In  view  of  the  fact  that 
excursions  at  reduced  rates  are  to  be  run  on  several  roads  to  Detroit, 
next  Kail,  for  the  accommodation  of  tho^e  desiring  to  attend  the 
Detroit  Art  Lo  vN  Exhibition,  an  outline  of  this  ambitious  enter- 
prise will  be  apropos.  Briefly  stated,  over  two  hundred  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  that  city  have  for  months  been  perfecting 
arrangements  for  the  holding  of  a  grand  art  exposition  during  the 
months  of  September  and  October  of  this  year. 

A  temporary  brick  building  (to  be  torn  down  as  soon  as  the  ex- 
hibition is  over)  containing  26  rooms  arid  costing  over  $15,000,  has 
been  erected.  The  structure  contains  over  2,400  running  feet  of 
wall  room  and  is  built  upon  the  plan  of  the  Centennial  art  annex. 
Each  room  has  its  own  sky-light  and  will  be  lighted  at  night  by 
electricity.  Over  a  thousand  paintings  ot*  the  highest  artistic 
merit,  together  with  an  unusually  large  collection  of  other  exhibits, 
selected  because  of  their  illustrating  the  artis'ic  principle,  will  be 
displayed.  Particulars  can  be  learned  by  addressing,  with  i^tamp, 
Detroit  Art  Loan  Association,  room  46,  Moffat  Block,  Detroit,  Mich. 
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PROF.  A.  G.  BBEBE,  M.  D.,  CHICAGO,  EDITOR. 

CHICAGO  HOMCEOPATHIC  COLLESE-SURGICAL  CLINIC. 


SERVICE  OF  PROF.  BEEBE — REPORTED  BY  WM.  B.  CLARKE. 


Case  17253.  This,  you  will  remember^  was  a  case  of  cyst  upon 
the  left  temple  treated  last  week  /by  injection.  This  has  closed 
down  and  is  evidently  being  obliterated  by  granulations,  but  as  a 
further  precaution  against  any  other  cyst  wall  remaining  to  cause 
future  trouble,  we  will  repeat  the  injection  through  the  small  open- 
ing still  remaining.  The  swelling  has  entirely  disappeared  and  by 
another  week  it  w^ill  be  fully  healed;  with  only  the  trouble  of  a 
slight  puncture  and  &  nearly  painless  injection,  once  repeated. 

Case  17307,  This  young  man  of  17  years  has  a  small  doughy, 
painless  tumor,  about  the- size  of  a  hazel  nut,  just  behind  and  be- 
low the  left  ear.  This  is  probably  another  case  of  atheroma,  or 
sebaceous  cyst.  These  usually  occur,  by  preference,  upon — or 
rather  beneath — the  scalp,  and  upon  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  trunk; 
though  they  are  not  infrequently  found  in  other  localities. 

In  these  localities  the  simplest  treatment  is  enucleation,  rather 
than  the  method  employed  upon  the  case  just  dismissed,  for  the 
sake  of  avoiding  a  scar  upon  the  face. 

We  incise  the  skin  freely  over  the  growth,  but  seek  to  avoid 
opening  the  cyst  itself,  for  the  reason  that  we  can  thus  turn  it  out 
more  easily  than  when  the  sack  is  collapsed.  This  one,  however,  is 
too  d»^licate  to  retain  its  integrity;  but  bursts  and  gives  vent  to  a 
quantity  of  whitish  granular  material.  Our  only  recourse  now  is 
to  tear  out  the  remnants  of  the  cyst  with  forceps  and  scissors  until 
we  are  sure  it  is  thoroughly  destro3'^ed.  The  wound  is  now  washed 
out  with  carbolic  lotion,  and  drawn  neatly  together  with  strip*  of 
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isinglass  plaster.  These  are  to  be  moistened  two  or  three  times  a 
^y  with  Prince's  lotion,  a  small  vial  of  which  the  patient  may 
carcy  in  his  pocket.  If  we  neglect  this  simple  precaution,  the  plas- 
ter will  dry  and  curl  up  so  as  to  irritate  the  skin,  or  perhaps  will 
peel  off  entirely,  exposing  the  wound  before  primary^union  can 
occur. 

In  connection  with  this  little  operation  I  was  reminded  of  a 
lesson  which  I  learned  early  in  my  student  life,  and  one  which  all 
assistants  in  surgical  operations  would  do  well  to  make  a  note  of. 
It  is  this.  When  sponging  a  wound  to  remove  blood,  press  the 
sponge  down  rather  firmly  and  but  once;  then  take  it  up  quickly 
4M  as  to  give  the  operator  a  view  of  the  surface  with  as  little  delay 
j»  may  be,  and  before  the  blood  has  had  time  to  again  obscure  his 
▼ision.  This  may  seem  a  small  matter,  but  is  of  great  importance; 
•  ms  a  great  deal  of  very  valuable  time  may  be  wasted,  and  often  at 
wery  critical  times,  by  unskillful  sponging. 

Indeed,  the  dexterous  cleansing  and  using  of  the  sponge  is  often 
one  ot  the  most  important  parts  of  a  surgical  operation. 

In  this  connection  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  quality  of  sponge  employed.  You  may  have  observed  that  I 
Am  not  in  the  habit  of  using  what  is  known  as  ''surgeon's"  sponge. 
This  is  very  fine  and  soft  and  beautiful,  bnt  is  so  fine  that  when 
once  saturated  with  blood  and  fibrin  it  becomes  practically  solid, 
And  is  not  readily  cleansed  so  as  to  be  fit  for  use.  I  have  for  some 
years  found  the  best  srrade  of  what  is  known  as  "sheep's  wool" 
sponge  much  more  convenient  and  satisfactory,  and  withal  (an 
item  not  to  be  forgotten),  less  expensive.  You  may  have  seme  lit- 
tle trouble  in  finding  pieces  of  a  suitable  size  and  shape,  and  suflB- 
eiently  free  from  foreign  substances;  but  you  will  be  paid  for  the 
'trouble  of  searching. 

Case  1731L  We  have  here  a  little  fellow  two  years  of  asfe  sufi'er- 
tB<?  from  phymosis,  and  probably  with  adhesion  between  the  pre- 
puce and  glans.  These  cases  seem  to  be  unusually  frequent  at  our 
clinic  lately.     It  is  probably  true  tnat  many   more  cases  exist  than 

known  or  recognized;   and  you   are  probably  aware  that  the 
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clinical  importance  and  even  the  existence  of  this  trouble  was  first 
recognized  but  a  few  years  since;  and  was  brought  prominently  to 
the  notice  of  the  profession  by  Sayre. 

There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  rite  of  circumcision  was 
incorporated  into  the  Mosaic  Code  for  sanitary  as  well  as  religious 
reasons.  Certainly  this  source  of  trouble  must  ^be  unknown  among 
the  Jews.  Undoubtedly,  if  this  operation  were  universally  prac- 
ticed the  result  would  }>e  every  way  advantageous;  Jirst^  in  reducing 
the  tendency  to  licentiousness,  and  second^  in  preventing  the  spread 
of  venereal  diseases.  It  may  be  questioned  whether  it  would  be 
desirable  to,  in  any  way,  abolish  the  penalties  of  illicit  indulgence. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  doubted  if  the  fear  of  such  con- 
sequences exercises  a  very  potent  restraining  influence.    These  ques- 
tions have,  however,  nothing  to  do   with  the  case  in  hand.    Here 
we  find  a  preputial  orifice  so  contracted  as  to  allow  the  discharge  of 
urine   with   the  greatest  difficulty.     Many  cases  of  troublesome 
vesical  derangements,  as  well  as  more  remote  sympathetic  and  ner- 
vous disorders,  may  be   traced  to  such  a  source;   now,  our  eyes 
have  been  opened  to  the  influence  which  a  continued  irritation  and 
excitement  of  this  organ  niay  produce.     It  is  not  necessary  to  care- 
fully determine  beforehand,  by  a  troublesome  examination,  whether 
or  not  adhesion  exists.     We  know  that  an  operation  is  necessary^ 
and  when  that  is  undertaken  we  shall  learn  in  due  time  what  ad- 
hesions exist.     I  have,  however,  never  failed  to  find  such  adhesions 
where  there  is  congenitel  phymosis.     When   the  little  patient  is 
anaesthetized,  we  draw  the  prepuce  gently  down  and  apply  a  narrow 
bladed  forceps  in  front  ot  the  glans;  then  with  sharp  scissors  we 
remove  the  redundant  tissue.     Removing  the  forceps,  the  cutaneous 
surface  retracts,  while  the  mucous  surface  closely  covers  the  glans. 
The  appearance  at  first  sight  is  as  if  we  had  snipped  off  the  end  of 
the  organ  itself.     Seizing  this  free  border  of  the  mucous  membrane 
with  the  forceps,  we  slide  the  blunt  blade  of  the  scissors  under  it 
up  to  the  reflexion  behind  the  corona,  and  upon  its  dorsal  surface, 
and  lay  it  open.    The  next  step  is  to  reflect  the  preputial  flaps  thus 
made;  but  this  is  by  no  means  easy,  and  we  find  them  closely  ad- 
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herent  throughoat.  When  this  is  accomplished  thoroughly,  the 
angles  of  these  flaps  are  rounded  off  and  the  mucous  and  cutaneous 
margins  carefully  approximated.  In  the  last  case  we  operated  on, 
you  remember,  we  introduced  a  fine  continuous  suture  to  keep  these 
edges  in  apposition.  In  this  case  we  will  undertake  to  dispense 
with  the  suture.  We  will  cover  the  surface  thickly  with^powderei 
tannin^  to  prevent  any  readhesion,  and  wrap  about  it  some  cotton 
saturated  with  carbolized  oil,  to  prevent  the  saturation  of  the  dress- 
ings with  urine.  The  diflBculty,  as  well  as  the  success,  of  this  oper- 
ation consists  largely  in  the  subsequent  dressing. 

,  The  mode  of  opersKting,  sometimes  practiced,  which  consists 
simply  in  slitting  up  the  prepuce,  is  only  to  be  condemned  in  such 
cases  as  this,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  unscientific  and  unworkman- 
like,  leaving  a  ragged  mass  of  redundant  tissue,  which  can  only  be 
an  offense  to  the  patient  so  long  as  he  lives. 

SijPTic  Effects  from  Sterilized  Septic  Matter. — {Philadel- 
phia Medical  Times.) — From. a  series  of  very  carefully  conducted  ob- 
servations, Rosenberger  found  that  the  injection  of  cooked  and 
absolutely  germ-free  septic  poison  of  malignant  oedema,  or  con- 
tagious septsemia,  caused  fatal  results.     Th&  blood  in   all  these 

experiments,  bjth  before  and  after  death,,  contained  the  same 
bacterial  forms  as  in  the  ordinary  cases  of  septic  poisoning  from 
bacteiial  fluids.  He  concludes  that  micrococci,  always  pre-ex- 
isting in  the  blood,  and  therefore  not  pathological,  becomes  trans- 
formed into  specitic  septaemic  bacterin.  "* 

To  Remove  Tar  from  the  Skin. — (Hahnemannian  Monthly.) — 

Rub  the  parts  to  be  cleansed  with  the  inside  of  orange  or  lemon 

peel  and  wipe  them  dry.     The  volatile  oils  dissolve  the  tar  (see 

Chemist  and  Druggist^  January,   1881).     This  method  may  not 

be  always  advisable,  however,  as,   fur  instance,  when  it  becomes 

necessary  to  femove  tar  from  a  bnrned  or  scalded  surface  to 
which  it  has  been  applied  by  some  thoughtless  nurse  or  nei^rhbor 
before  the  physician's  arrival.  In  such  a  case  the  free  use  of  lard 
or  olive  oil,  persevered  with,  will  effect  its  removal  without  seri- 
oosly  irritating  the  injured  part. 
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THE  HAHNEMANN    MEDICAL   COLLEGE    OF   PHILA- 

DELPHIA. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Philadelphia  College  have  purchased  a 
large  lot  of  ground  on  which  they  intend  to  erect,  new  college, 
dispensary  and  hospital  buildings.  The  ground  is  situated  two 
squares  north  of  the  new  public  buildings,  near  the  business  cen- 
ter of  the  city.  It  extends  fiiom  Broad  street  (north  of  Race 
street)  westward  to  Fifteenth  street,  having  a  frontage  of  one 
hundred  and  six  feet  on  Broad  street,  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
two  feet  six  inches  on  Fifteenth  street.  The  entire  length  of  the 
lot  is  three  hundred  and  ninety-six  feet.  The  cost  of  this  mag- 
nificent site  is  $104,500. 

It  is  the  intention  of  tlie  trustees,  as  soon  as  actual  posses- 
sion of  the  property  is  obtained,  to  commence  the  erection  of 
buildings  thorouglily  adapted  in  all  respects  to  the  needs  of  a 
first-class  medical  college.  It  is  proposed  to  erect  the  main  col- 
lege building  on  the  Broad  street  front  of  the  college  grounds. 
This  building  will  contain  the  lecture  rooms  tor  didactic  instruc- 
tion, the  museum,  practical  anatomy  rooms,  and  the  various  lab- 
oratories for  the  professors  and  for  practical  work  by  the  students 
in  the  departments  of  general  and  medical  chemistry,  physiologv* 
microscopy,  normal  and  pathological  histology,  etc.,  together 
with  suitable  rooms  for  practical  exercises  in  the  various  manip- 
ulations of  surg*ery,  obstetrics,  etc.  Commodious  apartments 
will  also  be  provided  for  library,  reading  and  recitation  rooms, 
and  for  all  the  conveniences  and  comforts  of  the  students  and 
teachers. . 

Contiguous  to  the  college  building,  and  between  it  and  the 
hospital,  will  be  the  aispensary  and  polyclinic.  This  building 
will,  of  course,  include  the  clinical  amphitiieatre,  so  arranged  as 
to  secure  ligiit  from  all  sides,  and  will  communicate  directly  with 
the  hospital,  as  well  as  with  the  di.>pensary.  Here  will  be  pro- 
vided receptior)  and  general  prescribing  rooms,  besides  rooms  for 
special  examinations  in  private  cases,  and  for  the  management  of 
all  cases  occurring  under  the   heads   ot   the  various  specialties. 
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There  will  also  be  convenient  apartments^  for  the  clinical  profes- 
sors, anaesthetic  and  recovery  rooms,  and  rooms  for  special  clin- 
ical instruction,  demonstration  and  practice  for  individual  stu- 
dents, or  for  small  classes,  especially  in  gynsecolog}',  ophthalmol- 
ogy, laryngology  and  in  general  physical  and  chemical  explora- 
tion. 

The  hospital  will  front  on  Fifteenth  Gtreet.  It  will  probably 
consist  of  a  central  building  and  two  parallel  pavilions.  Ample 
room  can  be  provided  on  the  grounds  for  a  hospital  to  accommo- 
date two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  patients.  The 
building  will  doubtless  be  erected  in  sections,  and  will  be  so  con- 
structed as  to  illustrate  the  highest  and  best  principles  of  modern 
sanitary  science,  and  provided  with  every  convenience  for  the 
highest  welfare  of  the  patients  and  the  greatest  educational  ad- 
vantages of  the  students. 

The  faculty  have  succeeded  in  enlistine:  in  behalf  of  the 
college  the  warm  interest  of  a  large  number  of  the  most  active, 
influential  and  wealthy  business  men  of  Philadelphia;  and  it  is 
to  the  public  and  humanitarian  spirit  and  the  business  sagacity 
of  these  gentlemen  that  the  college  owes  its  present  exceedingly 
flattering  prospects.  At  last  the  ahnnni  of  the  Philadelphia 
School,  from  the  class  of  '49  to  that  of  '83,  are  to  have  an  insti- 
tution in  which  they  can  feel  a  good  deal  of  pride.  For  it  is  the 
full  purpose  of  the  faculty  and  trustees  to  place  the  institution 
upon  such  a  basis  as  that,  in  point  of  efficiency,  it  shall  be,  in  no 
particular,  second  to  any  medical  school  in  America. 

CAYUGA   COUNTY,    N.    Y.,    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 
The  first  antiual  meeting  of  this  society  after  reorganization  was 
held  in  the  Court  House,  Auburii,  N.  Y.,  June  13th, 1883.    Present, 
Drs.  C.  E.  Swift,  W.  M.  Sprague,  M.  M.  Frye,  Frank  E.  Murphy   • 
and  Charles  L;  Swift,  of  Auburn,  W.  C.  Cook,  Moravia,  W.  M. 

•  

Gwynn,  Throopsville,  C.  S.  Albertson,  Port  Byron,  W.  H.  Curtis, 
Owasco,  and  George  A.  Taber,  Victory. 

After  reading  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  and  receiving 
reports  of  committees  the  society  proceeded  to  the  election  of  offi- 
cers for  the  ensuing  year  with  the  following  results  : 

Dr.  0.  W.  Smith,  Union  Springs,  President. 
Dr.  W.  C.  Cooke,  Moravia,  Vice-President. 
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Dr.  George  A.  Taber,  Victory,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Censors  :    Drs.  C.  E.  Swift,  M.  M.  Frye  and  Frank  E.  Murphy. 

Delegates  to  State  Society.  Drs.  Frank  E.  Murphy  saiA  W. 
H.  Curtis. 

Delegate  to  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  Pr.  0.  W. 
Smith. 

Treasurer's  report  read  and  accepted. 

Dr.  C%  E.  Swift  suggested  that  some  of  the  members  make  an 
effort  tD  attend  the  meeting  of  the  State  society  to  be  held  at  Ithaca. 

A  paper  by  Dr.  0.  W.  Smith  was^read  by  the  secretary  and 
accepted  with  thanks. 

Paper  read  by  Dr.  W.  C.  Cooke  on  Nephritis,  in  which  he 
related  a  case  of  gravel  cured  with  Lycopodium  3x. 

Dr.  F.  E.  Murphy  read  a  report  of  two  cases  of  chronic  Cystitis. 

Dr.  C.  E.  Swift  recommended  the  use  of  strong  flax  seed  tea  to 

be  drunk  in  large  quantities  for  relief  during  the  passage  of  renal 
calculi.  '         *  \ 

Dr.  C.  E.  Swift's  paper  on  acute  cystitis  was  read  and  accepted 
vrith  thanks. 

The  society  agreed  upon  Obstetrics  as  the  subject  for  papei:s  at 
the  next  meeting,  which  is  to  be  held  on  the  second  ^edjnesdsgr  in 
September,  at  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  in  the  Court  House,  Auburn. 

George  A.  Taber,  Secretary. 


THE  MEDICAL  SCIENCE  CLU?. 
A  new  homoeopathic  medical  society  has  been  oi^anized  in 
Chicago  for  the  purpose  gf  encouraging  study  and  research  in  spec- 
ial departments  of  medicine.  The  name  chosen  i^  that  of  "The 
Medical  Science  Club,'^  and  the  number  of  active  members  is  lim- 
ited  to  fifteen.  Each  member  during  the  year  reads  a  certain  defi- 
nite number  of  papers  on  some  specialty  in  which  he  is  interested. 
The  list  of  members,  with  their  specialties,  is  as  follows: 

■  .  *    ■    ■ 

Surgery — F.  H.  Newman,  M.  D. 
Gynaecology— Prof.  W.  F.  Knoll,  M.  D. 
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Ophthalmology  and  Otology— Drs.  C.  G.  Fuller  and  C.  F.  Bas- 
sett. 

Obstetrics — F.  A.  Churchill,  M.  D. 

Physical  Diagnosis — Clyde  E.  Ehinger,  M.  D. 

Anatomy — C.  M.  Beebe,  M.  D! 

Physiology — T.  C.  Schneider,  M.  D. 

Histology— F.  R.  Day,  M.  D. 

Chemistry— Prof.  Clifford  Mitchell,  M.  D. 

The  active  members  must  all  be  residents  of  Chicago,  but  any 
physician  non-resident  of  that  city  may  become  an  asssciate-mem- 
ber  provided  he  be  a  gra<|uate  of  a  reputable  medical  college  and  in 
good  standing.  The  club  proposes  to  do  vigorous  work  in  medical 
science  during  the  coming  winter.  Meetings  are  held  every  alter- 
nate Tuesday  evening,  at  the  Grand  Pacific  Hotel. 


HoM(EoPATHic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York — Meets  at  Ithaca,  September  11  and  12,  1883.  The 
Ithaca  Hotel  will  entertain  at  $2  per  day.  The  Delaware,  Lack- 
awanna <&  Western  Railroad  will  sell  tickets  (return)  at  Ithaca 
for  one-third  the  usual  rate.  This  road  connects  with  New  York 
and  Buffalo.  The  Utica,  Ithaca  <&  Elmira  Itailroad  will  carry 
from  Utica  and  Elmira  for  the  fare  one  way.  The  steamboat  on 
Cayuga  Lake  wilj  carry  from  Cayuga  Bridge,  on  the  New  York 
Central  &  Hudson  River  Railroad,  and  return  for  $1.  All  tick- 
ets  sold  on  certificate  pf  H.  !P.  Hollett,  Secretary,  Havana,  New 
York. 


Nebraska. — Twenty-live  good  locations  in  Nebraska  for 
homoeopathic  physicians.  Address,  with  stamp.  Dr.  George  E, 
Brown,  Albion,  Nebraska. 
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BAPTISIA  IN  TYPHOID    FEVER. 

I  Dr.  Jones  sent  us  some  editorial  remarks  upon  Dr.  McLach- 
lan's  paper,  printed  in  the  present  number,  page  193,  but  we  were 
not  able  to  publish  jbhem  immediataly  following  the  article  as  is 
our  usual  custom,  but  give  the  principal  part  of  Dr.  J's  remarks 
here.  J 

Surely,  a  ^'  retired  teacher  "  may  be  pardoned  for  some  gratn- 
lation  on  occasion.  Here  is  a  paper  from  on^  whom  we  well  re- 
member as  a  student,  and  who  is  most  evidently  one  yet;  aye,  and 
is  evidently  a  thinking  student ;  one  who  reads  authorities  anci 
then  has  an  opinion  of  his  own.  Such  a  phenomenon  is  to  be 
hailed  gladly  by  not  only  the  "  retired  teacher  "  species  ! 

Moreover,  if  the  ahna  mater  of  such  a  student  is  found  to  be 
going  down^  such  a  student,  it  is  believed,  is  indeed  a  proof  that 
at  so7ne  time^  even  such  an  alma  mater  did  verily  have  a  right  to 
exist. 

Much  was  said  there  once  about  the  need  for  tfiinking^  as  Dr^ 
McLachlan  can  testify,  and  his  paper  will  evidence  that  he  has 
learned  the  trick  of  it.  It  was  also  once  taught  there  that  typhoid 
fever  verily  is  abortable — this  conviction  having  been  burned  into 
our  "  retired  teacher  "  by  the  writings  of  Prof.  P.  P.  Wells,  M.  D.^ 

and  the  practice  of  Carroll  Dunham  : 

"  dead  he  Is  not. 
For  the  artist  never  dies." 

Said  aborting  needing  '*  Tools  and  a  man  to  use  'em,"  arid  an  early 

first-slifot  at  the  case.     "  Don't  prescribe,'^  says  Wells,  in  effect^ 

"  until  you  know  you  have  the  remedy  for  that  case,  and  then  stick 

to  that  remedy  like   a  mortgage  to  a  church."    [The  venerable 

professor  does  not  say  anything   about  the  '"  church,"  but  that  is 

just  the  kind  of  a  "stick-to  "  that  he  means. 

Another  teaching  in  the  above-mentioned  alm^  inater  was 
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that  '*  Scientific  Medicine  "  knows  no  more  of  the  far-reachingness 
of  the  similimum  than  does  the  blatant  and  much-flatulent  "  Bob 
Ingersoll  "  of  the  grace  ot  God.  "  We  can't  abort  typhoid  fever  ; 
ergo — it  can't  be  aborted."  A  syllogism  that  can  no  more  stand 
than  a  two-legged  stool — unless  you  get  a  fool  to  balance  it.  Yet, 
so-called  homoeopathic  physicians,  when  a  typhoid  fever  is  aborted, ' 
ajBFect  the  therapeutic  imbecility  of  Old  Physic,  and  say — "  Ah,  it 
wasn't '  typhoid  fever '  becattse  it  was  arrested."  Show  us  a  physi- 
cian who  whinea  for  a  "  reliable "  Materia  Medica,  and  we  will 
then  and  there  show  you  one  who  doesn't  believe  that  typhoid 
fever  can  be  "  aborted. "  With  his  "Materia  Medica  it  doubtless  is 
true. 

Just  here  the  "retired  teacher  "  begs  leave  to  say  a  word  con- 
cerning  such  Materia  Medica  notes  as  Dr.  McLachlan  has  quoted. 
Said  notes  were  jotted  down  currente  calamo  by  the  doctor,  and  are 
by  no  means  discreditable  to  his  industry — to  him  they  have  also  so 
much  of  luminosity  as  the  "  retired  teacher  "  could  afford  with  a 
stipend  of  tjventy-two  hundred  dollars  a  year,  seven  children  and 
"  room  for  one  more.'^ 

But,  really,  in  the  doctor's  notes  it  does  seem  like  Baptisia 
bewitched  ;  even  a  choreic  skelton.  The  reader,  then,  will  b6ar  in 
mind  that  the  "  synopsis  "  given*  by  Dr.  McL.  was  used  by  the  **re- 
tired  teacher"  avowedly  as  an  "artificial  aid  to  the  memory.'* 
[Aren't  those  the  words,  boys  ?]  The  doctor  can  also  testify  that 
such  a  "synopsis"  had  an  accompanying  phy biological  and  patho- 
logical commentary ;  and  also  that  the  special  symptomatology 

was  not  boiled  down  to  a  Liebig's  Beef  for  invalids  or  a  caput  mor- 
tuum  for  the  feeble-minded.  Amidst  all,  teacher  and  student 
sought  the  geist  of  a  remedy.  Whether  we  found  it,  0,  mv  boys^ 
your  practice  must  say — for  by  that  your  "  retired  teacher  '  must 
live  in  your  memory,  to  stand  or  fall. 

Of  his  own  "boys"  he  has  never  been  ashamed',  nor  will 
they  shame  him.    May  he  be  ever  kept  as  true  to  them  ! 

He  has  thus  far  "  kept  the  faith  "  through  obloquy,  through 
calumny,  through  sore  trials,  yea,  and  blessed  trial  ;  and  now  ne 
would  be  false  to  his  own  heart  if  he  did  not  declare  that  one  such 
paper  from  one  of  his  own  "  boys  "  is  more  than  a  balm  for  every 
wound. 
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IT  LOOKS  LIKE  PLAGIARISM. 

W.  W.  WALKER,  M.  D.,  MUIR,  MICH. 

The  result  of  the  issuing  of  Dr.  Cathell's  book,  "The  Physi- 
cian Himself,"  like  the  advertising  mediums  of  Wm.  R,  Warner 
&  Co.'s  Parvules,  has  had  a  good  effect  in  so  far  as  it  is  bringing 
out  some  of  the  most  caustic  criticisms,  and  some  telling  blows  in 
befense  of  the  law  of  Similars. 

It  would  appear  that  Dr.  Cathell  has  already  had  the  weak 
points  of  his  book  held  up  to  ridicule  by  writers  of  his,  as  well  as 
our  own  school,  but  I  believe  he  has  never  been  accused  of  plagiar- 
ism by  any.  Perhaps  he  is  not  guilty,  but  the  following  looks  very 
much  as  if  somewhere,  or  at  some  time,  he  had  read  in  Vol.  2,  Chap. 

5,  of  'Thy sic  and  Physicians"  (''How  to  Get  a  Practice;  or,Nthe 
Art  of  Rising  in  Physic,"  and  "RadclifF's  Advice  to  Mead"),  a  book 
containing  the  memoirs  of  physicians  of  former  days. 

Zimmerman  says  that  in  Chili  the  physicians  blow  around 
the  beds  of  their  patients  to  drive  away  diseases,  and  as  the  people 
of  that  country  believe  that  physic  consists  only  in  the  wind,  the 
doctors  would  take  it  very  ill  if  any  one  should  attempt  to, make 
the  method  of  cure  more  difficult.  They  think  they  know  enough 
when  they  know  how  to  blow;  which,  translated  into  common 
language,  means  raising  the  wind,  ''Query:"  We  know  that  Dr. 
Cathell  is  late  Professor,  ex  member,  etc.,  etc.,  and  we  wonder  if  his 
lateness  in  every  thing  else  was  the  incentive  to  his  writing  a  book 
to  raise  the  wind. 

On  page  191  of  his  book  he  says: 


Cathell :  Never  make  a  charge 
where  the  fee  would  come  from 
another  physician's  pocket. 
Every  physician  attends  his  pro- 
fessional brethren  and  their  fam- 
ilies gratis.  Many  also  attend 
clergymen  and  their  families 
without  charge. 

Cathell,  page  145:  The  nov- 
elty of  Globulism  and  attenua- 
tions, like  spiritualism  and  mes- 
merism, aims  at  one  of  the  strong- 
est qualities  of  the  human  mind, 
a  quality  that  we  should  utilize 
more  fully — the  love  of  the  won- 
derful. 


Physic  and  Physicians,  page 
87:  A  physician  should  never 
refuse  to  take  his  fee  unless  he 
refuses  to  take  the  fees  of  clergy- 
men; it  is  the  laudable  practice 
of  many  physicians  of  the  pres- 
ent day  to  refuse  fees  when  at- 
tending medical  men. 

P.  and  P.,  page  90:  Although 
mystery  is  the  essence  of  quack- 
ery, it  will  be  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  it  in  order  to  ingra- 
tiate yourself  in  public 'estima- 
tion. 
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Cathell,  page  122:  Novel 
remedies  often  assist  the  cure 
through  mental  influences,  many 
regular  physicians  give  valuable 
true  remedies  but  give  them  just 
as  they  could  administer  to  a 
horse  or  a  sheep  and  seen  to  dis- 
pise  the  aid  of  faith,  mystery,  ex- 
pectation and  hope,  they  must 
learn  to  depend  more  upon  the 
aid  of  hygiene  diet  and  mental 
influences  in  simple  cases  and 
less  on  large  crude  doses  of  med- 
icine. 

Cathell,  page  21:  You  should 
get  a  respectable  looking  horse 
and  carriage  as  soon  as  circum- 
stances will  possibly  justify,  a 
team  is  not  only  a  source  of 
health  and  enjoyment  in  the  be- 
ginning of  a  practice,  but  it 
shows  your  practice  is  growing 
and  auy  one  can  ride  into  s.  full 
practice  much  quicker  than  they 
can  walk  into  one,  besides,  the 
unknowing  public  infer  that  a 
doctor  w.ho  rides  must  have  an 
extensive  practice  or  he  could  not 
afford  it 


Cathell,  page  19:  You  never 
heard  of  a  bank  swindler,  or  a 
confidence  man,  or  a  gambler  or 
a  counterfeiter,  or  a  pseudo-gen- 
tleman who  dressed  shabbily  or 
appeared  coarse,  sucTi  people  are 
close  students  of  human  nature 
and  no  matter  how  abandoned 
they  are,  how  tarnished  their 
characters  or  how  blackened 
their  hearts  they  manage  to  hide 
their  deformities  as  with  a  veil 
from  all  bftt  the  few  that  know 
their  true  characters,  by  assum- 
ing the  dress  and  manners  of  a 


P.  and  P.,  page  92:  In  your 
instructions  to  your  patients  be 
particular  in  giving  minute  di- 
rections concerning  diet,  this  has 
a  great  effect  on  the  minds  of  old 
women  especially  if  there  male- 
dies  are  in  a  great  measure  im- 
maginary,  give  a  list  of  what  is 
to  be  eaten  at  breakfast,  dinner 
and  supper,  you  may  depend 
upon  often  being  made  the  sub- 
ject o>  conversation  and  you  will 
be  considered  a  very  clever  Doc- 
tor. 

P.  and  P.,  page  92:  A  phy- 
sician who  is  able  to  drive  his 
carriage  is  considered  extremely 
clever  in  his  profession  and  is 
patronized  accordingly  "A  Peer," 
laboring  under  a  severe  fit  of 
gout  had  a  surgeon  warmly  rec- 
commended  to  him.  On  the  med- 
ical man's  being  announced  his 
lordship  demanded  of  his  servant 
"Does  this  famous  doctor  come 
on  foot  or  in  his  carriage,"  "on 
foot,"  was  the  reply,  then  send 
the  scoundrel  about  his  busi- 
ness, did  he  posses j*  the  secret  he 
claims  he  would  ride  in  his  car- 
riage and  six. 

P.  and  P.,  page  96:  To  those 
hints  I  must  observe  to  you  that 
dancing  and  dressing  well  are  not 
such  slight  accomplishments  to 
introduce  a  young  physician  into 
practice  as  you  may  imagine,  be- 
cause it  makes  him  acquainted 
to  the  ladies  and  Beau  Monde: 
his  fasionable  gesture  and  gentle 
manner  of  feeling  a  pulse  Agree- 
ably is  half  the  business,  nay 
that  and  very  little  else  may  in 
time  tor  aught  I  know  go  a 
great  way  toward  a  hospital  or 
other  public  employ. 
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true  gentleman,  now  if  genteel 
dress  and  polished  manners  will 
do  so  much  for  such  fallen  spec- 
imens of  mankind  how  much 
greater  influence  must  they  exert 
for  those  who  are  truly  gentle- 
men and  members  of  a  lofty  pro- 
fession. 

Cathell,  page  183:  It  will  be 
a  trying  ordeal  when  you  jar 
against  an  old  lady  with  an  in- 
fallible salve,  good  for  any- 
thing from  a  mosquito  bite  up 
to  elephantiasis,  you  will  find  her 
so  full  of  faith  in  herself  and  her 
salve  that  neither  reason  nor  rid- 
icule can  shake  it,  be  very  fair 
and  urbane  with  her. 


P.  and  P.,  page  97:  The  last 
thing  I  advise  you  to  do  is  to  get 
acquainted  and  cheerfully  keep 
company  with  old  women  mid- 
wives  and  etc.,  since  these  will 
still  entertain  you  in  your,  bus- 
iness, and  as  the  old  ladies  are 
most  subject  to  ailings  so  they 
will  still  be  acquainting  you 
with  the  same,  and  consequently 
you  are  to  make  the  most  of  it 
and  never  to  make  slight  of  the 
least  complaint  and  thus  you 
will  gain  the  reputation  of  being 
both  careful  and  skillful  where 
as  otherwise  you  care  and  skill 
may  be  suspected  as  well  as  your 
_  aflfection. 

And  so  I  might  go  on,  showing  the  similarity  of  Radcliff 's  ad- 
vice to  Mead^  who  had  but  just  donned  the  ^sculapian  armor,  to 
Dr.  Cathell's  advice  to  the  young  aspirants  for  medical  fame  of  the 
present,  though  an  age  intervened  between  the  lives  and  practice 
of  these  men.  Yet  in  Radcliff 's  place,  coming  events  seemed  to 
cast  their  shadows  before,  for  we  see  an  almost  exact  counterpart 
of  Dr.  Radcliff  personified  in.  Dr.  Cathell  and  his  little  book. 
These  men,  both  fiying  the  colors  of  the  Regular^  both  eloquent  in 
their  advocacy  of  legalized  quackery,  both  pandering  to  the  snob- 
bery of  their  day,  both  willing  to  resort  to  any  subterfuge  to  re- 
tain within  their  ratnks  the  Hippocratic  autocracy.  Then  may  We 
ask,  "What  can  we  look  for  or  expect  in  their  progeny?" 

Cathell  says  it  (Homoeopathy)  has  lasted  much  longer  than  it 

would  have  done  had  not  the  regular  profession  been  so  slow  to 
give  up  crude  forms,  over-medication,  etc.  Were  any  one  to  orig- 
inate such  a  system  to-day  it  would  be  still  born. 
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How  does  this  agree  with  "Disseau's"  paper  read  before  the  New 
York  Medical  Journal  Association?  "Ringer,"  "Bartholow," 
*'Wood,"  "Peters,"  "Smith'^and  others,  wherein  they  advise  Ipecac  for 
vomiting,  Tartar  Emetic  in  bronchitis,  Arsenic  in  vomiting  of  drunk- 
ards, Corrosive  Sublimate  in  diarrhoea.  Copaiba  in  urticaria.  Aco- 
nite in  reducing  temperature.  Belladonna  in  sore  throat  and  ery- 
sipelas, Nux  vomica  in  gastralgia,  etc.,  all  to  be  given  in  the  mini- 
mum, and  all  of  them  in  more  infinitesimal  doses  than  many  of  our 
practical  Homoeopathic  physicians  prescribe  to-day. 

Ah!  Dr.  Cathell,  the  more  advanced  thinkers  of  your  Rational 
Therapeutics  are  trying  to  infuse  life  into  this  still  born  by  purloin- 
ing the  hard  earned  experience  of  our  advanced  line  of  Homoeopa- 
thic Therapeutists,  by^  feeding  it  with  the  Parvules  of  Wm.  R. 

Warner  &  Co. 

He  further  says  that  Homoeopathy  would  have  been  absorbed 

into  Rational  Scientific  Medicine  before  we  were  born,  if  there  had 

been  anything  in  it  worthy  of  absorption. 

What  holds  back  the  lancet  that  would  to-day  be  held  firmly 

in  the  clasp  of  old  medicine,  and  substitutes  Aconite  in  its  plac^^? 

Homoeopathy. 

What  casts  aside  the  slimy  reptiles  of  our  bogs  that  were 

wont  to  be  used  in  congestions  and  extravasations,  bringing  to 

their  place  Arnica  and  Belladonna? 

What  first  discountenanced  the  use  of  nauseous,  depleting  and 
heroic  quantitative  jargon  for  mild,  pleasant,  scientific  and  quali- 
tative dosage?     Homoeopathy. 

Ah !  Hahnemann,  we  know  that  you   were  driven  from  place 

to  place,  and  finally  from  the  land  of  your  birth  to  the  French  me- 
tropolis, by  the  bigots  of  old  medicine,  for  inaugurating  the  only 
satisfactory  system  of  applied  therapeutics — a  system  that  is  being 
absorbed  as  fast  as  the  old,  dry  scales  of  mythology  can  be  softened 
by  homoeopathic  medication,  which  is  being  applied  and  inculcated 
into  their  very  text  books  of  to-day. 

Yes,  Dr.  Cathell,  for  downright  absorption  1  will  place  the 
thieving  proclivities  of  your  school  against  all  the  leeches  of  super- 
annuated therapeutics. 


230  AMERICAN  OBSERVER.  [September 


aotice  o|  ^^^cbiciyi^< 


H.  W.  TAYLOR,  M.  D.,  TERRE  HAUTE,  IND.,  EDITOR. 


CLINICAL  REPORT.  * 


By  ORAN  W.  SMITH,  M.  D. 


URINARY  DIFFICULTY  AND   TEA. 

I.  Mrs.  K.;  married;  aged  38.  Complains  of  excessive  pain 
and  tenderness  through  vesical  region.  Frequent  desirc/to  urinate, 
with  scanty  discharge.  Biting  and  smarting  after  urinating.  Says 
such  attacks  occur  quite  frequently,  but  with  no  regularity,  and  she 
can  assign  no  cause  for  them.  Treatment  for  several  days  with 
Canth.  ^,  Canth.  ^°°,  Apis  s,  Fer-phos.^*  Eucalyptus**;  failed  to 
benefit  the  patient.  One  day  she  asked  me  if  I  thought  that  tea 
could  have  anything  to  do  with  her  urinary  trouble.  I  replied  I 
thought  not,  and  asked  her  why  she  spoke  of  tea.  She  said  she 
was  not  an  habitual  tea  drinker,  and  so  far  as  she  could  call  to 
mind  her  attacks  had  followed  tea  drinking.  On  abandoning  the 
tea  she  soon  found  relief,  and  has  had  no  return  while  abstaining. 

BENZOIC   ACID  IN  COUGH.  ^- 

Case  II.  Mr.  C;  aged  35;  single;  spare.  Has  had  a  hard, 
racking  cough  for  several  weeks.  Has  expectorated  blood  a  num- 
ber of  times.-  Pain  and  tenderness  through  right  side  of  chest. 
Pain  and  cough  worse  at  night  and  when  lying  on  right  side,  Oc- 
casional numbness  of  right  arm.  Urine  of  a  deep  red  color  and  of 
a  strong  urinous  odor  when  first  passed.  Sweats  profusely  when 
asleep  in  the  latter  part  of  the  night.  Respiration  quick  and  pant- 
ing on  exertion.  Pulse  about  95.  Emaciation;  consumption  her- 
editary in  family.  This  case  I  diagnosed  as  already,  or  soon  to  be- 
come, oncvof  phthisis.    Benzoic  acid  3d  was  prescribed,  with  prompt 


♦Read  at  the  Cayuga  County  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society. 
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and  continued  benefit,  so  that  two  years  afterward  he  was  reported 
in  good  health. 

Benzoic  acid  has  proven  a  potent  remedy  in  ray  hands  when- 
ever a  case  has  presented  those  two  urinary  symptoms — the  deep 
red  color  and  the  strong  urinous  odor  when  first  voided. 

PROSTRATlTIS. 

Case  III.  Mr.  T.;  aged  50.  For  years  has  been  a  good  liver 
and  a  pretty  free  drinker,  with  but  little  manual  labor.  Now 
(September,  1882)  complains  pf  great  pain  and  tenderness  in  the 
perineal  region,  with  an  aching  and  drawing  pain  in  the  testicles; 
contraction  of  the  right  spermatic  cord.  Tenderness  over  the  blad- 
der. Inability  to  sit  long  on  account  of  aggravation  of  pain  in  the 
perineum.  Gleety  discharge  after  urinating.  Seminal  emissions 
with  erections  at  night  in  his  sleep.  Urine  stronghj  acid,  leavina: 
a  dense  reddish  sediment  of  urates  on  standing.  Morning  diarrhoea, 
stools  consisting  of  wind  and  water,  and  they  hurry  him  to  the 
closet.  Here  we  have  a  typical  case,  just  as  we  might  expect  to 
find  in  a  man  of  his  habits — an  inflamed  prostate  gland,  with  a  su- 
perabundance of  uric  acid.  His  habits  and  diet  were  corrected, 
and  a  number  of  remedies  were  used  for  several  weeks  with  no  ap- 
parent benefit.  About  two  months  ago  I  gave  him  Carbonate  of 
Lithia  4^*  trit.  four  times  ddily.  Under  this  remedy  ana  his  cor- 
rected habits  he  has  remarkably  improved.  Since  seeing  the  good 
effect  of  the  Carb.  Lithia  in  this  case,  1  have  prescribed  it  with  sat- 
isfactory results  I  have  found  a  similar  condition  of  the  urine — 
strongly  acid  and  having  a  dense  reddish  or  pink  deposit  on  cooling. 

An  enlarged  and  inflamed  prostate  gland  is  often  an  exceeding- 
ly troublesome  thing.  A  few  years  ago  I  was  called  to  see  my 
father,  living  in  a  distant  county.  A  ride  upon  a  rough-stepping 
horse  had  produced  inflammation  of  an  already  enlarged  and  troub- 
lesome prostate.  All  efforts  to  introduce  a  catheter  were  unavail- 
ing, and  for  nine  days  the  bladder  was  emptied  by  aspiration  twice 
every  24  hours.  At  the  end  of  nine  days  we  were  able  to  pass  a 
catheter.  Patient  made  a  good  recovery,  but  does  not  ride  on 
horseback  since.  More  than  once  I  have  found  it  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  pass  a  catheter  while  the  patient  was  in  a  recumbent  posi- 
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tion,  when  it  would  pass  with  the  utmost  ease  if  I  could  get  him 
on  his  feet  for  a  few  minutes.  i 

We  are  sometimes  called  upon  to  prescribe  for  cases  of  irrita- 
tion or  inflammation  of  the  base  of  the  bladder.  Such  persons  find 
their  troubles  much  aggravated  when  lying  dotvn.  They  get  along 
much  better  while  on  their  feet.  So  far  1  have  found  two  remedies 
curative,  Ferrum-phos.  6?  and  Rhus-tox  2* . 

SPONGE  GRAFTING.^ 

Two  years  ago. Mrs.  —  came  to  me  complaining  of  a  peculiar 
swelling  just  beneath  the  patella  of  each  knee.  1  gave  a  guarded 
diagnosis  calling  it  house-maid's  knee,  ordered  a  poultice  and  to  call 
again.  Within  a  week  she  did  so.  I  found  both  ulcers  discharg- 
ing, and  diagnosed  syphilitic  bursitis.  Dissecting  away  the  over- 
lapping edges  of  the  ulcer  I  found  a  deep  syphilide,  with  its  floor 
upon  the  ligamentum  patella.  Prescribed  Mercurius  in  its  diflfer- 
ent  forms  for  nearly  a  year,  with  dressings  of  absorbent  cotton  sat- 
urated with  Calendula,  but  the  ulcers  assumed  a  serpigenous 
form,  spreading  from  the  knee  to  the  lower  third  of  the  tibia,  con- 
fining themselves  to  the  anterior  surface  of  the  leg.  1  now  put  on 
Acid  Nitric  2^  for  six  months,  using  several  diflferent  dressings.  For 
a  time  the  case  improved,  the  ulcers  healing  on  side  and  spreading 
on  the  other,  often  by  reopening  and  spreading  upon  the  old  cica- 
trices, until  I  became  almost  discouraged  of  ever  healing  them. 
Added  to  this  the  patient  began  to  talk  of  changing  doctors,  for 
which  I  could  not  blame  her.  I  finally  persuaded  her  to  let  me 
try  another  course  of  treatment,  as  follows:  I  cut  about  one-eighth 
of  an  inch  thick  several  pieces  of  sponge,  of  fine  texture,  fitting 
them  accurately  into  the  wounds,  dressing  with  a  10  per  cent,  so- 
lution of  carbolic  acid  as  a  disinfectant,  bandaging  firmly  and  even- 
ly from  the  ankle  to  the  knee.  Just  over  the  sponges  I  laid  small 
pieces  of  cloth  saturated  with  vasaline  to  prevent  adhesion  between 
the  sponge  and  bandages. 

I  was  much  pleas^ed  in  a  few  days  to  find  the-  spons^es  had  be- 
come adherent,  and  fine  healthy  o:ranulations  springing  up  through 
the  meshes.  1  still  continued  the  treatment,  only  using  the  car- 
bolic acid  occasionally  as  a  deodorizer,  but  had  her  dress  the  limbs 
twice  a  day,  wetting  the  sponges  each  time  with  a  solution  of 
Hepar  sulphur,  and  giving  the  remedy  by  ingestion  2  dec.  trit. 
I  think  I  never  saw  ulcers  of  any  nature  heal  as  speedily  as  did 
these,  absorbing  or  throwing  off  the  sponges  as  fast  as  the  new  in- 
tegument formed.  A  few  days  sii^ce  I  had  the  pleasure  of  remov- 
ing the  last  dressing  and  discharging  the  case  cured. 

Secondaiy  syphilis;  had  primary  sj'philis  six  years  ago. 

W.  W.  Walker. 
Mtiir^  Mich, 
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AECTIUM  LAPPA.   ^A  PARTIAL  PROVING.  * 


? 

BY  R.  P.  MERCER,  M.  B.,   CHESTER,  PA. 

A  strong  tincture  was  made  from  the  leaves,  stalks,  burs,  and 
root  of  Burdock,^  gathered  in  the  month  of  June.  Doses  were 
taken  morning  and  before  bedtime. 

Jvly  2dy  1860. — In  the  morning,  on  rising  from  bed,  took 
ten  drops  of  the  tincture  in  a  teaspoonful  of  water.  Felt  a 
slight  uneasiness  in  the  abdomen,  accompanied  by  a  rumbling 
and  rolling  about  in  the  bowels  during  a  greater  part  of  the  day. 
Sleep  not  disturbed;  ftlt  the  same  uneasiness  in  the  abdomen. 

July  Sd. — Took  twenty  drops  in  water  as  before.  During 
the  day  felt  a  slight  tingling  sensation  in  the  dorsum  of  the  left 
foot.     Sleep  not  disturbed  during  the  night. 

July  4t/i, — Took  thirty  drops  in  water.  Numbness  and 
tingling  in  the  dorsum  of  the  left  foot  continue.  Tioubled  with 
dreams  during  the  night,  which  is  very  uncommon.  Awoke  in 
the  morning  with  a  dull,  gna^ving  pain  in  the  left  hand,  extend- 
ing trom  the  wrist  to  the  end  of  the  fingers.  Also,  a  gnawing 
pain  in  the  knee-joint,  which  eased  up  at  times,  then,  in  a  short 
time  returned  again.  The  pains  seem  to  be  relieved  by  motion, 
but  come  on  again  during  rest. 

JiUy  hth. — Took  thirty  drops  as  before.  Ate  breakfast  with 
my  usual  great  appetite.  Pains  in  hand  and  knee  continued,* 
Also,  a  sharp,  sticking  pain  in  the  right  elbow-joint  at  times 
during  the  day.     Pain  in  the  right  haud.^similar  to  that   already 


*Read  before  the  IIomfleopatMc  Medical  Society  of  Chester,  Delaware  and  Montgomery 
Counties. 
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described  in  the  left.  A  sharp  shooting  or  lancinating  pain  in 
the  head,  over  tlie  left  eye,  and  sometimes  extended  over  the  top 
of  the  head.  Being  away  from  home,  the  dose  was  not  repeated 
in  the  evening.  Awoke  in  the  morning,  after  a  night  of  dream- 
ing, with  a  white-coated  tongue. 

July  6^/i. — Took  thirty  drops  in  water.  Pains  continoe; 
feel  a  similar  pain  at  times  in  both  feet  and  hip-joints.  Appetite^ 
as  usual,  good,  Stool  natural.  Pain  in  tlie  abdomen  still  felt 
slioTtly  after  taking  each  dose.  Also,  a  bearing-down  pain  in  the 
bowels  before  going  to  stool,  The  dose  was  not  repeated  in  the 
evening;  rest  as  last  night. 

July  lift. — Took  forty  drops.  Symptoms  continue  as  stated 
yesterday.     No  new  symptoms  worthy  of  note. 

July  ^th, — Discontinued  the  drug,  because  I  was  called 
away  from  home.  But  the  symptoms  continued  as  before,  those 
in  the  head  even  being  somewhat  aggravated.  At  times  through- 
out the  day  1  felt  a  sharp,  shooting,  stunning  pain,  as  if  strnck 
with  a  hammer,  at  the  base  of  the  occipital  bone  immediately 
behind  the  ear.  ^ 

After  ^  few  days,  these  pains  gradually  subsided;  those  in 
the  hands  and  lower  extremities  were  the  last  to  disappear. 

July  \Qth. — Again  took  ten  drops  in  water.  Shortly  after* 
ward  I  felt  the  uneastness  in  the  abdomen  directly  under  the  nna- 
bilicus.  Stool  was  natural,  and  at  the  usual  time.  Pains  in  the 
hands,  knees,  and  ankles,  which  had  not  entirely  left,  were 
slightly  aggravated  by  noon.  Repeated  the  dose  at  9  o^clock  p 
m.     Pains  aggravated,  but  sleep    undisturbed    during  the  nighty 

July  ITt/i. — Took  ten  drops  as  before.  Pains  in  the  hands 
and  knees,  extending  down  to  the  foot  and  ends  of  the  toes, 
quite  annoying,  A  pain  in  the  fore  part  of  the  head.  Soni%>- 
times  it  subsides,  and  then  comes  on  again  with  sharp,  shooting 
stitches,  and  gradually  settles  down  into  its  former   dull,    heavj 
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ache.     In  the   evening,  took  fifteen  drops.     Sleep,  undisturbed. 

July  18M. — At  6  o'clock  a.  m.  took  twenty  drops  in    water. 

Slight  pain  in  abdomen,  half  an  hour  after  taking.     Pain  in   the 

hands  and  feet  continues;  sharp,  shooting  pain   in   elbow-joints, 

extending  down  to  hands;  darting  pain  in  the  shoulder;  a   heavy 

laming  pain  in  the  right  groin.     Sharp,  shooting  pain  in  base  of 

occipital  bones,  extending  up  into  the  nead.     Ear-ache.     Pain  in 

hypogastric  region.     At  9  o'clock  p.  m.  took   twenty-five   drops, 

and  retired  for  the  night.     Pains  worse  for  a  time  after  going  to 

bed,  but  subsided  after  an  hour  or  two  and  sleep  not  disturbed 
until  morning.     Awoke  refreshed. 

Jvly  19M — At  6  o'clock  a.  m.  took  thirty  drops,  and  at  11 
o'clock  a.  m.  thirty-five  drops  more.  Nausea  and  pain  in  abdo- 
men after  taking  food.  Sharp,  sticking  pain  in  shoulder,  extend- 
ing along  the  clavicle  and  sterno-cleido-mastoid  muscle.  Sharp, 
constrictive  pain  in  and  above  the  elbow-joint.  Stool  natural, 
with  a  feeling  of  approaching  diarrhoea.  At  9  o'clock  p.  m.  took 
forty  drops.  Acute,  colicky'  pains  in  the  abdomen  and  in  the 
region  of  the  liver.     Sleep  not  disturbed. 

July  20^A. — At  5  o'clock  a.  m.  took  fifty  drops,  and,  at  2 
o'clock  p.  m.  fifty  dropSj  and  at  9  o'clock  p.  m.  fifty  drops  more. 
Symptoms  continue  as  yesterday,  with  the  addition  of  a  twitch- 
ing pain  in  the  muscles  of  chest   at  times.     Appetite,  increased. 

July  1\8t — No  medicine.  Symptoms  con  tin  ne  as  hereto- 
fore. 

July  22d. — No  medicine.  Symptoms  considerably  relieved. 
Diarrhoea,  altogether  subsided.  The  pain  in  joints  still  quite 
perceptible,  especially  those  in  the  hands  and  feet. 

Pains  in  hands  and  feet  were  the  last  to  leave.  They  con- 
tinued for  several  days. 

This  j)roving  was  commenced  in  July  1860,  during  my  college 
days,  with  the  intention  of  making  it  the  subject  of  my  Thesis 
the  following  winter,  but  the  symptoms  not  turning  out  thick  and 
fast  enough  for  my  then-anxious  mind,  it  was  after  this  short  trial 
on  myself,  alone,  abandoned  for  a  more  prolific  subject. 

1  have  frequently  used  Arctium  lappa  in  my  practice,  since 
that  time,  for  the  rheumatic  pains  herein  recorded,  with  good 
results,  but  have  never  attempted  to  prove  it  further,  as  I  have 
always  intended  to  do,  nor  made  any  empirical  use  of  it. 
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MICHIGAN,  A  STORE-HOUSE  FOR  THE  PHARMACISTS, 


BY  A.  R.  WHEELER,  M.  D. — (Medlcal  Advance.) 


Having  collected  quite  extensively  during  the  past  few  years 
in  Michigan,  I  have  been  much  impressed  with  the  extent  and 
richness  of  its  flora  in  medicinal  plants.  Many  things  combine 
to  favorably  influence  the  growth  of  vegetation  and  permit  many 
plants  whose  habitat  is  much  further  south  to  here  find  a  congen- 
ial home.  The  immense  inland  seas  found  on  three  sides  of  the 
State  (whose  temperature  seldom  falls  below  35  Fah.),  exert  a  great 
influence  in  modifying  and  equalizing  the  temperature.  Prof.  Ked- 
zie,  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society,  at  Lansing,  reports  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  mean  temperature  for  eighteen  years,  tri-daily  obser- 
vations: 

Mean  temperature,  46.71.  Per  centage  of  humidity,  79.  (Sat- 
uration, 100.)  Rainfall,  in  inches,  31.31,  which  is  quite  equally 
distributed  throughout  Che  season.  The  immense  forests  undoubt- 
edly account  largely  for  this  equable  rainfall,  preventing  the 
drouths  of  treeless  regions,  and  all  combining  to  furnish  the  most 
favorable  conditions  for  a  thrifty  vegetation.  "So  greatly  is  the 
climate  modified  that  the  semi-tropic  fig  has  been  grown  in  the 
open  air  in  the  State,  in  the  latitude  of  Boston."*  The  ''Michigan 
fruit  belt"  is  known  to  all.  Long  before  fruit  growers  discovered 
the  applicability  of  the  soil  and  climate  for  the  growth  of  fruits 
thought  to  thrive  only  in  a  more  southern  latitude,  the  Cornus  Hor- 
ida^  Asimina  triloba  and  many  others,  had  gradually  traveled 
northward  and  become  firmly  established.  With  these  came  many 
plants  of  prime  interest  and  importance  to  the  pharmacist  and  phy- 
sician.    The  great  diversity  of  soil   also  favors  the  growth  of  in- 

*G.  W.  Garfield,  Secretary  State  Agricultural  Society. 
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creased  number  of  species.  The  various  gradations  from  the  rich, 
dark  loam,  from  which  the  Juglans  nigra  has  been  removed  hav- 
ing a  diameter  of  eleven  feet,  to  the  pine  lands  and  sand  dunes  of 
the  north,  which  support  only  a  few  starvling  underbrush,  furnish 
the  required  food  and  most  favorable  surroundings  for  the  growth 
of  the  many  different  plants.  Its  5,000  inland  lakes  furnish  a  home 
for  a  host  of  aquatics.  From  them  and  their  borders  are  gathered 
large  quantities  of  Nuphar^  Nymphcea^  Caltha,  Drosera^  Iris  and 
many  others.    An  exploration  in  the  Upper  Peninsula  shows  the 

flora  to  be  such  as  belongs  to  parts  decidedly  northern,  acres  of  for- 

• 

ests  being  carpeted  by  Lycopodium  clavatum  and  miniature  groves 
farmed  by  its  relative,  L.  complanatum.  The  sight  will  dispel  any 
fears  that  we  will  ever  "run  short"  of  the  where-withal  to  manu- 
facture our  two-hundredth's,  or  our  neighbors',  suflScient  for  *'pill 
protecting."  The  flora  (Phanerogams  and  Vascular  Cryptogams) 
number  1^634  species.  As  that  of  the  most  northern  portions  has 
not  been  thoroughly  examined,  many  new  species  will  undaubted- 
ly  be  added.  Prof.  Asa  Gray  enumerates  130  orders  in  his  manual, 
which  comprise  the  pldnts  north  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi.   As  an  indication  of  the  richness  of  the  entire  region: 

Miss  E.  C.  Almendinger,  curator  of  the  Michigan  University 
Herbarium,  reports  101  orders  found  within  four  miles  of  Ann  Ar- 
bor.* Throughout  the  State  101  orders  are  found,  leaving  only 
seventeen  not  represented  within  the  territory.  One  htfndred  and 
twenty-nine  of  the  Phanerogams  and  Vascular  Cryptogams,  men- 
tioned in  Allen's  Encyclopaedia,  grow  here.  Several  of  the  fungi 
used  in  medicines  grow  here;  the  exact  number  not  known.  Our 
friends  of  the  old  school  have  placed  forty-five  of  our  indigenous 
species  in  the  primary  list  in  the  dispensatory,  and  the  same  num- 
ber in  the  secondary.  Some  of  the  species  of  interest  to  the  prac- 
titioner are  only  found  in  limited  quantities.  Virburnum  opulus 
is  distributed  throughout.  On  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan I  have  seen  acres  covered  by  it.  with  only  a  few  other  shrubs 
intersperced.    Lycopodium  clavatum  can  be  gathered  by  the  car 

♦Report  to  Ann  Arbor  Scientific  Society. 
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load  through  the  northern  portions.    Thuja  forms  small  forests  in 
the  Upper  Peninsula.    Drosera  disputes  possession  of  the  borders 
of  our  numerous  inland  lakes,  with  the  mosses  and  other  moisture- 
loving  species.    Sanguinaria  and  Podophyllum  are  collected  for 
shipment.    Several  old  school  pharmacies  draw  largely  from  or  get 
their  entire  supply  of  Caulojphyllum  from  Michigan.    Mentha  pip- 
erita has  furnished  75,000   pounds  of  the  oil  in  a  single  year. 
Official  reports  state:    "Two-fifths  of  the  world^s  supply  is  grown 
in  Michigan."    Sufficient  Gaultheria  can  be  collected  at  the  base 
of  Mt.  Maysnard  and  vicinity — Marquette  County — to  furnish  all 
the  "flavoring"  required  for  a  dozen  pharmacies.     It  is  everywhere 
present  in  this  region.    Eupatorium  borders  every  stream.    Hamr 
amelis  could  be  sold  by  the  cord  in  many  places.    Zanthoxylum 
is  shipped  to  very  many  manufacturers,  who  compound  the  various 
"bitters."     Nymphcea  is  an  inhabitant  of  and  beautifies  nearly  all 
our  lakes  and  slow  streams.    Bhus,\  Arum.^  Apocynum,  Hydrastis^ 
Phytollacca,  Iris^  each  are  found  in  abundance.     Some  of  our  indig* 
enous  species  which  thrive  only  in  deep,  rich  woods,  are  disappear- 
ing from  portions  of  the  State  long  settled.     They  are  all  found  in 
sufficient  quantities  for  the  use  of  the   botanist,  but  will  not  re- 
munerate the  collector  who  gathers  lor  manufacturing  purposes. 
The  mosses  are  all  at  home  here,  the  whole  number  found  fulrnish- 
ing  a  long  list.     This  class  of  plants  deserve  a  more  careful  study, 
to  determine  their  therapeutical  properties.    A  few  only  have  been 
examined.     If  the  lichens  below  this  group  are  efficient  as  reme- 
dial agents,  no  doubt  many  of  the  mosses  would  be  found  valuable 
additions  to  our  Materia  Medica.     The  old  school  have  begun  to 
cultivate  this  field  and  already  report  a  "find"  in  Polytrichum.    We 
have  by  no  means  exhausted  the  list  of  plants  which  can  be  profit- 
aply  gathered  by  the  manufacturing  pharmacist,  having  only  men- 
tioned a  few  of  the  most  common.    We  doubt  if  any  region  of  the 
same  area  in  this  latitude  has  a  flora  more  valuable  to  the  physi- 
cian.   Nature  has  most  lavishly  populated  our  forests,  lakes  and 
streams  with  the  useful  as  well  as  the  beautiful. 
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Rapid  Breathing  as  an  AisriBSTHETic. — Dr.  M.  T.  Yates,  in  a 
letter  published  in  the  Biblical  Recorder^  says  of  the  surgical  oppr- 
atioiie  to  which  he  has  recently  submitted:  "My  doctors  said  that 
they  had  seen  it  stated  by  an  American  doctor  that  if  a  person 
would  breathe  as  rapidly  as  possible  under  an  operation,  he  would 
not  feel  the  pain  of  cutting,  and  they  wished  to  try  it  on  m^,  to 
which  proposition  I  assented.  Dr.  Macleod  superintended  the 
breathing — which  was  like  that  of  a  dog  on  a  hot  summer  day — 
holdiug,  out  of  my  sights  a  handkerchief  in  his  hand  to  be  dropped 
as  a  signal — when  he  saw  the  color  come  to  my  face — for  Hender- 
son, the  operating  doctor,  to  go  ahead.  When  Macleod  told  me, 
*That  will  do,'  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  the  operation  had  been 
performed.  This  I  have  tried  three  times,  and  have  not,  at  either 
time,  feel  more  pain  than  is  usually  inflicted  in  the  case  of  vaccina- 
tion. I  heard  the  knife  rip  through  the  flesh,  like  the  sound  pro- 
duced in  cutting  leather,  but  did  not  feel  the  pain.  What  is  the 
philosophy  of  this  kind  of  aniaesthetic?  Is  it  simply  a  diversion  of 
the  mind?"  We  presume  the  rapid  breathing  acts  very  much  like 
the  inhalation  of  laughing  gas;  that  it  oxydizes  the  blood  more 
highly  and  makes  the  heart  beat  faster,  as  shown  by  the  color  in 
the  face,  and  this  exhilaration  proluces  insensibility  to  pain.  A 
man  slightly  wounded  in  battle  often  does  not  know  it  at  the  time, 
partly,  perhaps,  because  of  mental  preoccupation,  but  mainly,  we 
^appose,  because  he  is  toned  up  b}'  the  excitements  of  the  conflict. 
Dr.  Yates'  experience  is  an  instructive  instance  of  the  connection 
sni  interaction  of  bodily  estate  and  mental  sensibility. — Richmond 
{Va.)Her^d,  

NECROLOGICAL. 

GouLLON. — Dr.  Goullon,  a  veteran  homoeopath  of  Germany, 
has  passed  from  earthly  scenes  of  labor,  .the  place  of  effects,  to  the 
world  of  causes,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  83. 

HoYNB. — We  regret  to  learn  of  the  death,  by  railway  accident, 
of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Hoyne,  father  of  Prof.  T.  S.  Hoyne,  M.  D.,  of 
Chicago,  111. 

HuBER. — Dr.  Edward  Huber,  author  of  an  essay  upon  Mer- 
car7,  died  at  the  age  of  36. 

Irwin. — George  Irwin,  M.  D.,  of  the  1883  class  of  the  Chicago 
Homoeopathic  College,  died  recently  at  Belvidere,  III. 

SuiTz. — Harmon  Suitz,  M.  D.,  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  having 
departed  this  life,  the  Albany  Countv  Homoeopathic  Society  passed 
s  series  of  resolutions  testifying  totne  worth  of  the  deceased  and  of 
sympathy  with  his  family. 

Taft. — H.  W.  Tail;,  M.  D.,  a  graduate  of  the  Homoeopathic 
College  of  Missouri,  died  lately  at  Evansville,  Ind. 


240  AMERICAN  OBSERVER.  [September 


Caine.— W.  H.  Caine,  M.  D.,  has  received  the  appointment  of  sur- 
geon to  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  and  the  St.  Paul  &  Duluth 
Kailroads. 

FRANKLiN.—Prof.  E.  C.  Franklin  having  resigned  the  chair  of  Sur- 
gery in  the  Homoeopathic  College  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  has 
returned  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  practice  his  profession. 

James. — We  are  very  glad  to  learn  that  our  much-esteemed  col- 
league, Dr.  Bushrod  W.  James,  is  expected  to  be  present  at  the  Detroit 
meeting  of  the  American  Public  Health  Association,  November  13  to 
16,  next. 

Jomss.—We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  announce  that  we  expect  to 
publish  a  series  of  lectures  delivered  by  Prof.  Jones  before  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  Detroit,  on  the  following  topics: 

1.  The  Scientific  Value  of  Our  Materia  Medica. 

2.  An  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  the  Barytic  Salts. 

3.  Do  Medicines  Act  on  the  Morphological  Elements  of  the  Blood? 

4.  A  Preliminary  Lecture  on  Natrum  Muriaticum. 

LuDLAM. — Prof.  R.  Ludlam  will  deliver  a  special  series  of  lectures 
at  the  Hahnemann  College  of  Chicago  the  coming  winter. 

Obetz— Dr.  Henry  L.  Obetz,  of  Paris,  111.,  has  accepted  the  chair  of 
Surgery  in  the  Homoeopathic  College  of  the  University  of  Michigan. 

SwiNNEY.— Drss.  Ella  R.  Swinney,  of  Smyrna,  Del.,  has  been  appoint* 
ed  medical  missionary  to  Shanghai,  China,  by  the  Baptist  Board.  She 
is  the  first  Homoeopathic  medical  missionary  sent  out  by  the  missionary 
boards,  but  it  will  not  be  the  last.  We  hope  that  many  others  will  fol- 
low in  this  noble  work. 

Shotwell.— Drss.  Belle  Shotwell,  of  Peoria,  111.,  has  been  appoint- 
ed physician  to  the  Home  for  Aged  Women,  of  that  city. 

Walton.— Dr.  Charles  E.  Walton,  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  who  received 
the  appointment  of  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Homoeopathic  Coll^^ 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  has  declined  to  accept. 


MA.RITAL. 

Burg- Warren.— W.  E.  Burg,  of  Farmington,  la.,  was  married  to 
Miss  Abbie  Warren  on  July  12, 1883. 

Goodell-Graham.— Charles  G.  Goodell,   M.   D.,  was  married  at 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  15, 1883,  to  Miss  Ada  V.  Graham. 

Greenleaf-Child.— G.  T.  Greenleaf,  of  Normal,  111.,  was  married 
on  August  22, 1883,  to  Miss  E.  M.  Child,  of  Jefferson,  la. 
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S.  A.  JONES,  M.  D.,  AKN  ARBOR,  MKJH.,  EDITOR. 


•bromide  of  potassium. 

"It  must  be  admitted,  even  though  it  be  done  unwillingly, 
that  in  physic,  as  in  dress,  there  is  always  more  or  less  of  fashion." 

For  our  part,  we  have  witnessed  much  of  it  in  our  professional 
career.  One  article  extolled  to-day  as  a  certain  cure  for  every 
symptom  of  every  disease,  is  frequently  discarded  by  to-morrow,  to 
be  succeeded  by  another  novelty,  more  wonder  working  in  its  prop- 
erties; this  again  has  its  share  of  applause  in  many  journals,  runs 
the  rounds  of  fame,  and  survives  by  many  years  the  reputation  it 
had  acquired.  But  fashion  rules  the  world  in  everything,  and  why 
not  in  physic?  It  is  so,  and  ever  will  be  so,  as  long  as  man  is  man. 
Electricity,  galvanism,  tractors  and  stethoscopes;  steaming,  sham- 
pooing, rubbing  and  inhaling:  bleeding,  sweating  and  cathartic- 
ing;  animal,  vegetable  and  mineral  remedies,  all  have  been  the  rage 
at  difiFerent  periods,  and  even  diseases  themselves  are  subject  to  the 
same  visissitudes. 

Once  they  were  all  nervous,  next  they  became  sanguineous, 
then  gastric,  and  then  bilious;  and  we  now  only  wait  for  some 
fashionable  doctor — for,  of  a  verity,  there  is  a  fashion  in  doctors  as 
well  as  in  disorders  and  remedies — to  give  them  another  translation 
and  name,  and  we  shall,  one  and  all,  subscribe  to  his  views. 

"For  doctors,  now-a-days,  like  flocks  of  sheep. 
All  follow  where  the  first  has  made  the  leap." 

These  thoughts  lead  me  to  the  consideration  of  the  remedy 
known  as  the  Bromide  of  potassium. 

In  its  toxical  character  it  is  represented  as  an  acrid,  mineral 
poison,  and  when  taken  in  an  overdose  produces  nausea,  vomiting, 
quickened .  pulse  and  respiration,  great  prostration  of  strength, 
death.    The postinortem  appearances  are:    congested  state- of  the 
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mucous  membrane,  spots  of  ulceration  softenings.  This  remedy, 
which  of  late  has  become  so  popular,  is  largely  exhibited  by  prac- 
titioners in  general,  especially  by  those  of  the  old  school,  and  in 
their  various  medical  journals  of  the  day  it  has  attributed  to  it  cur- 
ative properties  of  the  most  wonderful  character. 

It  is  recommended  for  use  in  a  large  number  of  .diseases,  and 
lias  the  credit  of  having  performed,  and  still  performing,  no  incon- 
siderable number  of  cures. 

I  think  it  may  be  safely  laid  down  as  a  fact,  that  most,  if  not 
all,  remedies  exert  a  primary  and  a  secondary  effect,  and  when  we 
select  a  remedy  for  its  marked  primary  effects,  we  should  be  cau- 
tious to  select  one  whose  secondary  effects  will  not  prove  injurious 
to  the  constitution,  or  exert  a  deleterious  influence  upon  any  part 
of  the  human  organism.  Hobbies  in  medicine  should  certainly  be 
avoided,  for  they  render  those  who  adopt  them  one-idea  men,  and 
such  practice  retards  progress  in  medicine. 

That  the  agent  under  consideration  is  a  powerful  one  does  not 
admit  of  question;  and  that  it  is  used  at  present  very  extensively, 
the  prescription  files  of  our  druggists  will  afford  abundant  evi- 
dence.   It  is  not  a  new  remedy,  but  the  revival  of  an  old  one. 

It  was  used  by  Pouchy,  a  French  physician,  in  1828,  and  eight 
years  after  was  introduced  into  the  London  pharmacopoeias,  and 
became  officinal.  Although  it  is  officinal  in  the  pharmacopceiaa 
of  this  country,  it  has  not  been  very  generally  used  until  within  a 
few  years. 

From  various  medical  authors  and  occasional  writers,  we  glean 
a  very  good  account  of  its  action,  properties  and  effects. 

One  styles  it,  "that  powerful  brain  sedative."  Another  sajrs, 
^'it  will  positively  control  erectile  power."  One  says,  "it  diminish- 
es nervous  irritation  by  affecting  the  brain  and  spinal  cord  as  a 
sedative — sedation  of  the  nervous  system — sedation  of  every  organ 
in  the  body."  Another  says,  "against  abnormal  irritability  of  the 
genital  system  it  acts  with  efficacy,  but  its  continued  use  is  de- 
structive of  the  integrity  of  the  nervous  system." 

Says  another,  ^'it  is  an  anaphrodisiac;  it  produces  genital  de- 
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pression,  aad  this  is  due  to  the  contraction  of  the  afferent  yessels 
of  the  carpus  cavemosumy 

Parrish  says  of  it,  ^^recent  researches  upon  its  medicinal  prop- 
erties exhibit  remarkable  sedative  effects  in  this  salt  upon  the  urino- 
genital  organs,  and  an  especial  influence  over  the  muscular  part  of 
these  organs  and  their  secretory  functions." 

Another  writer  says,  ^4f  continued  for  a  long  time  it  will  cause 
absorption  of  the  testicles,  mammae,"  etc. 

It  was  intended  to  take  but  a  brief  review  of  this  agent,  sim- 
ply for  the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to  it,  and  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  at  present  administered.  It  is  given  in  large  and  long 
continued  doses,  aad  in  this,  I  think,  lies  the  danger.  That  it  is  a 
powerful  and  useful  agent  there  can  be  no  question,  but  at  the 
same  time  I  cannot  divest  my  mind  of  the  impression  that  it  is  a 
dangerous  one. 

It  should  be  the  object  and  desire  of  every  physician  to  cure 
disease,  but  wisdom  would  indicate  that  the  cure  should  be  effected 
at  the  least  possible  expense  to  the  constitution,  and  with  the  least 
possible  injury  to  the  human  organism: 

To  cure  a  disease,  and  at  the  same  time  to  entail  a  lasting  evil 
upon  the  patient,  is  a  result  which  all  should  study  to  avoid. 

From  the  evidence  before  me,  it  appears  that  this  agent  pro- 
duces permanent  effects,  directed  especially  to  the  virile  power  in 
man;  and  I  cannot  avoid  the  conviction  that  these  large  and  long 
continued  doses,  which  are  now  so  common,  will  ultimately  result 

in  impotence, 

D.  D.  Babtholomew,  M.  D. 


Shall  and  FREQUBin:  Doses. — The  Medical  and  Surgical 
Beporter  QSLjs:  Copaiba  produces  and  cures  urticaria;  ^.^ropta  a 
false  croup;  Ipecacuanha  Yomi^ng  from  ereat  nausea,  also  a  certain 
kind  of  diarrhoea  with  nausea;  Calomel  causes  and  cures  ni^ht 
headaches,  also  vomiting  and  diarrhoea;  Corrosive  sublimate  diar- 
rhoea, marked  b^  acute  mflammation;  Tartar  emetic  a  discharge 
from  the  bronchi;  Cantharides  acute  cystitis;  Castor  oil  diarrhoea 
and  jelly  like  passages.  In  every  candid  mind  the  question  cannot 
help  arising,  are  these  drugs  the  only  ones  subject  to  such  general- 
issatKHiB. 
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H.  W.  TAYLOR,  M.  D.,  TERRE  HAUTE,  IND.,  EDITOR. 


THE   PULSE   AND   TEMPERATURE   IN    PNEUMONIA.* 

BY  ELIAS  C.   PRICE,  M.   D. 


There  was  a  period  in  my  medical  career,  embracing  between 
25  and  30  years,  during  which  time  I  considered  the  pulse  a  sure 
indication  of  a  patient's  condition  in  pneumonia.  I  have  even 
gone  so  far  as  to  asserb  that  if  I  could  only  feel  a  patient's  pulse, 
though  the  patient  might  be  covered  so  that  I  could  not  see  him» 
if  I  knew  the  state  of  his  pulse  the  day  before^  I  could  tell  whether 
the  patient  had  improved  or  not.  If  the  patient  had  a  frequent 
pulse,  and  there  was  only  an  improvement  of  two  pulsations  in  the 
minute,  I  considered  that  encouraging.  I  have  recently  discovered 
that  we  sometimes  have  "to  unlearn  things  that  we  have  learned 
amiss."  That  the  temperature  is  a  much  surer  criterion  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  patient's  lungs,  than  the  pulse;  that  although  the 
pulses  may  remain  unchanged,  if  the  temperature  comes  down  to 
normal,  or  even  a  little  below  it,  you  may  be  sure  the  patient  is  better. 
About  a  year  ago  I  had  several  very  severe  cases  of  pneumonia.  I 
took  notes,  principally  of  the  pulse,  temperature  and  respiration. 
I  hope  a  synopsis  of  some  of  them  may  be  as  interesting  to  you  as 
they  were  to  me. 

Mrs.  H.;  set.  64.  Been  in  attendance  since  April  5, 1882.  On 
the  lOtk  symptoms  of  pneumonia  were  developed;  so  ill  on  the 
10th  that  I  make  her  three  visits;  gave  Bry.  2  ^;  on  the  11th,  one 
visit,  Lye.  2  ^;  l2th,  two  visits.  Did  not  record  the  symptoms  un- 
til my  second  visit.  The  record*6ays:  "Pneumonia  for  three  days. 
The  right  lung  was  hepatized  from  apex  to  base;  the  upper  half 
appears  to  be  clearing  up.    At  10  p.  m.,  pulse  107,  temp.  99^, 

*  Read  before  the  Marylandflnstitute  of  Homoeopathy,  May  9,  1883,  by  Elias  C.  Prioe,  M. 
P.,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 
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resp.  38.  Sputa,  white,  glairy  and  tenacious;  was  very  bloody; 
racks  her  very  much  to  cough,  which  is  tight;  some  time  betore  ex- 
pectoration comes  up;  R.  Bry.  2  *^  in  water,  teaspoonful  every  two 
hours. 

13th,  11:30  a.  m.— Pulse  110,  temp.  100,  resp.  33,  cough  less, 
some  blood  in  expectoration  again,  bronchophony  less  in  upper  half 
of  lung,  in  its  place  mucous  rales;  in  lower  half,  bronchophony  and 
crepitant  rales  both.    R.  Bry.  2  «,  as  above. 

8:30  p.  m.— Pulse  110,  temp.  99  1-5,  resp.  34;  lungs  about  the 
same.    R.  Bry.  30. 

April  14, 11:30  a.  m.— Pulse  110,  temp.  98i,  resp.  31,  very  little 
crepitation,  bronchophony  more  pronounced,  pain  in  side  and  shoul- 
der; a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  dropped  in  the  urine  throws 
down  a  white  precipitate  of  chloride  of  silver,  showing  that  the  in- 
flammation is  subsiding;  tongue  clearing;  sputa  slightly  stained,  a 
little  salty  to  the  taste.    R.  Phos.  30. 

April  15, 12:10  p.  m.— Pulse  110,  temp.  98i,  resp.  31;  bronchial 
breathing  from  apex  to  base,  behind  crepitation  at  base;  pain  under 
shoulder  blade  and  beneath  clavicle;  sputa  free  from  blood,  but 
very  tenacious;  coughs  when  moving;  the  least  movement  makes 
her  cough  and  gives  her  pain.    R.  Bry. 

On  the  16th  there  are  two  records;  one  at  noon  gives  the  pulse 
at  107,  resp.  32,  sputa  a  little  stained;  the  other,  hour  not  stated, 
pulse  110,  temp,  so  blurred  it  cannot  6e  made  out,  resp.  36.  Gave 
at  both  records.  Lye.  2®  every  two  hours. 

April  17, 12  m.— Pulse  107,  temp.  99,  resp.  33.    R.  Lye. 

April  18,  12:50  p.  m.— Pulse  86,  temp.  96^,  resp.  31.    Lye.  2  «. 

April  20,  2  p.  m. — Pulse  98,  temp.  97,  resp.  32;  lung  sounds 
better.  Lye.  2c,  The  record  here  ceases,  but  I  find  from  our  jour- 
nal that  I  continued  to  visit  her  for  ten  days  longer,  when  I  con- 
sidered her  entirely  well. 

Case  IL  April  28, 1882.— W.  F.  C;  »t.  38.  Taken  night  be- 
fore last  with  a  heavy  chill,  pain  in  the  side,  cough  and  a  little 
bloody  sputa.  Took  Bry.  20  yesterday.  This  morning  at  10:40, 
pulse  90,  temperature  lOOi,  resp.  29.    Pain  in  left  side  of  chest; 
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can^t  lie  on  it;  painful  breathing;  not  much  coryza  or  expectora- 
tion; it  is  dark,  blood  stained,  but  not  a  deep  red;  some  sputa  whit* 
ish  gray  or  yellow;  slightly  sweetish,  glutinous  taste  in  th^  mouth; 
slight  dullness  at  the  base  of  the  left  lung.  R.  Lye.  2^  every  hour 
at  first,  for  a  few  doses,  then  every  two  hours. 

April  29,  7:40  a.  m. — Pulse  96,  resp.  27,  temp,  cannot  be  made 
out  on  the  notes  as  they  were  written  in  pencil,  and  it  was  carried 
so  long  in  my  pocket  case  in  contact  with  a  bristol  board  card  that 
a  record  nearly  as  long  as  on  the  28th  was  rubbed  out.  I  remem- 
ber that  the  pain  in  the  side  was  so  intense  that  I  had  his  chest 
covered  with  an  oil-silk  jacket  made  to  fit  tight  to  the  skin;  this 
relieves  the  pain  more  permanently  than  either  poultices  or  mus- 
tard plasters;  rubber  cloth  will  answer  just  as  well.  It  relieved 
him  in  a  great  measure  in  a  short  time.  The  journal  shows  that 
he  took  Calc.  c.  to-day. 

April  30,  7:45  a.  m. — Pulse  98,  temp. -in  axilla,  100|,  in  the 
mouth,  lOlf,  resp.  36;  tongue  very  white  with  indented  edges;  pro- 
fuse sweat.  R.  Merc.  sol.  3^  trit.,  dry,  on  the  tongue,  about  three 
grains  every  two  hours. 

7:05  p.  m. — Pulse  101,  temp.  99^,  resp.  32;  not  much  cough; 
some  pain;  tongue  looks  cleaner;  sleepless  for  three  nights,  with- 
out being  sleepy.  R.  Merc.  sol.  till  bed  time,  then  CoflF.  30  in  water 
every  half  hour  till  asleep. 

May  1,  7:16,  a.  m. — Pulse  101,  temp.  100,  resp.  39  and  41; 
tongue  cleaning;  slept  better  last  night;  not  so  much  perspiration; 
very  little  cough;  still  some  pain  when  coughing  hard;  sputa  very 
slightly  tinged  with  blood;  urine  throws  down  a  white  precipitate 
with  nitrate  of  silver,  which  it  also  did  yesterday.    Continue  Merc» 

BOl.  3  \ 

2:35  p.  m. — ^Pulse  112,  temp.  102  3-5,  resp.  41.  Sputa  still 
stained;  expansion  of  alae  nasi.    R.  Lye.  2  ^ 

8:15  p.  m. — Pulse  102,  temp.  99,  resp.  38;  sputa  not  so  red; 
cough  and  pain  less.    R.  Lye.  2  ^. 

May  2,  7:10  a.  m.— Pulse  87,  temp.  96,  resp.  26;  slept  at  inter- 
vals all  night;  less  cough  and  pain;  sputa  a  little  yellowish  red. 
R.  Lye.  2  ^ 
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12:30  p.  m.— Pulse  78,  temp.  97,  resp.  23.    R.  Lye.  2  «. 

May  3, 10:45  a.  m. — Pulse  74,  temp.  95f-96,  in  mouth,  resp. 
28;  colic  last  night,  shooting  up  to  the  chest;  cutting  pain  after 
drinking.    R.  Coloc.  10,  then  Lye.  2  ^ 

May  4,  7:10  a.  m. — Pulse  96,  temp.  97,  resp.  24.  Lungs  sound 
nearly  normal;  pain  in  the  region  of  the  left  kidney,  shooting 
across  into  abdomen,  with  rumbling  of  pain  in  that  side,  unless  the 
pain  is  produced  by  drinking,  laughing  or  moving,  then  there  is  no 
rumbling;  tongue  still  coated.    R.  Ipec. 

May  5, 11:30  a.  m. — Pulse  72,  resp.  24;  pains  nearly  relieved;  not 
much  coufi:h;  sputa  tenacious,  but  not  rusty;  lower  part  of  left 
lung  still  dull.    R.  Ipec.  30  *,  Lye.  2c,  alternately  every  two  hours. 

May  6,  7:10  a.  m. — Pulse  68,  temp.  97,  resp.  23;  still  some  dull- 
ness at  base  of  left  lung;  pain  up  under  left  arm,  from  base  of 
lung,  when  laughing,  coughing,  belching  or  gaping.    R.  Phos.  2  ®. 

The  record  here  ceases;  our  journal  shows  that  he  continued 
the  same  remedy  to  the  10th,  when  he  took  Sacch.  lac  for  two  days; 
on  the  12th,  Phos.  2^,  one  dose.  Case  dismissed,  needed  no  fur- 
ther attendance. 

Case  in.    M.  S.;  aet.  16;  large,  strong,  healthy  German  girl. 

April  17, 1882. — Saw  her  yesterday;  gave  Bry.  11:40  a.m. 
(to-day),  pulse  116,  temp.  102^,  resp.  43;  pneumonia  in  lower  part 
of  left  lung;  dry  cough,  with  pain  in  the  left  side,  can  lie  only  on 
the  back;  thirst  for  cold  milk.    R.  Bry.  2  ^, 

April  18, 12:20  p.  m.— Pulse  130,  temp.  103i,  resp.  48-49;  one 
cheek  red  and  hot,  the  other  natural,  neither  pale  nor  cold;  cough 
dry  and  tight;  sputa  yellow;  pain  in  left  side;  bronchophony  ex- 
cept in  upper  part  of  left  lung.     R.  Phos.  30,  cent. 

10:15  p.  m. — They  all  thought  she  was  dying  this  aftt^moon. 
Pulse  120,  temp.  99  4-5,  resp.  52;  expansion  alae  nasi;  rattling  of 
mucus  when  breathing;  the  redness  and  heat  have  left  the  cheek. 
R.  Lye.  2  c. 

April  19, 11:20  a.  m.— Pulse  108,  temp.  96,  resp.  34.    Lye.  2  «. 

April  20, 11  a.  m. — Puke  78,  resp.  28;  did  not  have  time  to 
take  the  temperature.    R.  Lye.  2  ^ 
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April  20. — Continue  Lye.  2  <>,  and  dismissed  the  case  on  the 
21st  without  any  more  medicine,  after  only  six  days^  attendance. 

Case  IV.  May  3, 1882. — G.  A.;  aet.  26.  Pneumonia  on  right 
side,  at  base  of  lung,  pain  shooting  about  from  place  to  place. 
11:20  a.m. — Pulse  96,  temp.  99,  resp.  38;;  sputa  rusty  and  tena- 
cious; only  slept  one  hour  last  night  on  account  of  the  pain.  Pulse 
yesterday,  108.  Took  Bry  2  ^;  continue  the  same  in  water,  a  tea- 
spoonful  every  two  hours. 

May  4, 12:10  p.  m. — Pulse  72,  temp.  98,  resp.  22;  no  pain;  yery 
little  cough;  can  lie  on  the  right  side  to-day;  sputa  a  little  stained 
with  blood  and  smelling  like  offensive  catarrh;  crepitation  and 
bronchohpony  at  lower  third  of  lung.    R.  Bry.  2  c. 

May  5,  3:50  p.  m. — Pulse  79,  temp.  98,  resp.  24;  bronchophony 
in  lower  part  of  lung.    R.  Bry.  2^ . 

May  6,  4  p.  m. — Pulse  77,  temp.  98^,  resp.  24;  bronchophony 
extends  about  four  inches  up  from  base  of  right  lung.  R.  Lye.  2  ^. 
For  some  reason  I  did  not  see  him  again  until  the  8th,  when  I  took 
no  record;  gave  Sulph.  2  «,  and  dismissed  the  case  after  eight  days' 
attendance. 

Case  V.  E.  M.;  aet.  about  72.  Called  to  see  her  January  28, 
1883.  Pound  her  with  a  hard,  racking  cough  and  numbness  of 
hands  and  fingers,  which  was  very  annoying.  Took  Ars.,  Cocc, 
Bry.,  Lye.  and  Bell.  About  February  4  found  there  was  enlarge- 
ment of  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver,  and  some  dropsy  of  the  abdomen. 
Gave  Merc.  sol.  3x  trit.  for  three  or  four  days;  then  she  had  sleep- 
lessness, for  which  I  gave  Atroph.  sulph.,  then  Calc.  c.  For  loose 
bowels,  large  but  natural  stool  Pod;  she  had  twelve  or  thirteen 
stools  a  day;  temperature,  February  15,  96  degrees  Fahr. 

February  16. — Temp.  94^;  very  little  cough;  skin  cold.  Gave 
Carb.  v.,  then  Camphor. 

February  17. — Temp.  89,  pulse  78,  resp.  32.  R.  Ars.  and  verat. 
Temp,  at  night,  96.  12  m. — Temp.  88,  pulse  weak,  resp.  32.  R. 
Phosph.  9:16  p.  m. — Temp.  90,  resp.  40,  pulse  72;  sputa  brick  dust 
colored  this  morning;  lighter  now;  diarrhoea,  stools  very  offensive, 
and  rumbling  in  the  bowels;  pulse  weaker.    R.  Lye.  30x. 
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February  19, 11:30  a.  m.— Pulse  76,  temp.  88,  resp.  32;  would 
be  40  if  she  breathed  regularly;  sputa  still  rusty  at  times;  not  so 
much  cou&:h;  only  had  one  stool  since  last  night.  Continue  Lye 
8  p.  m. — Have  been  taking  the  temperature  in  mouth;  at  this  visit 
she  was  so  restless  that  we  could  not  take  the  temperature  in 
mouth;  on  taking  it  in  the  axilla  again  we  found  it  higher  than 
we  anticipated;  she  was  too  uncontrollable  now  to  take  the  tem- 
perature in  the  mouth,  to  compare  the  temperature  in  both  mouth 
and  axilla  at  the  same  time;  pulse  88,  temp.  90,  resp.  36;  bed  sore; 
i]i>t  so  much  cough;  two  stools  since  last  visit.     R.  Ars.,  China. 

February  20. — Temp.  96  yesterday  at  two  different  visits;  rat- 
tling of  mucus  in  throat;  cough  worse;  diarrhoea.  R.  Puis.  Even- 
ing, bowels  and  cough  better;  pulse  weaker;  very  restless,  wants 
to  get  out  of  bed.  R.  Puis.  The  rattling  of  mucus  in  the  throat 
was- like  the  death  rattle;  it  was  on  that  account  I  gave  the  Puis., 
which  will  sometimes  relieve  it. 

Feb.  21,  9  a.  m. — Temp.  94  in  axilla;  pulse  too  weak  to  be 
counted;  skin  cold;  not  so  much  cough;  bowels  moved  twice  since 
last  night.  R.  Puis.  3:10  p.  m. — Temp.  93;  hands  cold  and  blue; 
almost  gasping  respiration.  R.  Puis.  10  p.  m. — Temp.  97,  resp.  40, 
pulse  strong  enough  to  be  felt,  but  very  weak;  one  stool  since  last 
visit;  rattling  in  the  throat;  hands  not  so  blue.    R.  Ipec.  30x. 

February  22, 11:15  a.  m. — Temp.  95i;  skin  cyanozed;  pulse  a 
mere  thread;  had  seven  stools  through  the  night,  some  natural  in 
consistence,  some  thinner  and  dark;  very  restless,  coughs  a  good 
deal.  R.  Tart.  em.  2x  trit.  in  water.  9:35  p.m. — Pulse  a  little 
stronger,  but  too  weak  to  be  counted;  temp.  95^;  cough  loose; 
bowels  moved  about  5  p.  m.;  still  conscious;  sputa  still  bloody; 
moiia  quiet.  Tart.  emet.  2x  trit.  Her  eldest  son,  who  had  but  little 
confidence  in  Homoeopathy,  now  insisted  on  calling  in  her  old  al- 
lopathic physician,  who  gave  her  Carb.  ammon.  It  brought  on 
reaction  and  established  a  temporary  fever,  but  did  no  other  good. 
She  lived  three  days  longer,  then  quietly  passed  away. 

According  to  Dr.  E.  Seguin's  "Medical  Thermometry,"  it  is 
very  unusual  for  the  thermometer  to  fall  so  low  as  in  this  case. 
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In  an  article  on  Temperature  in  Dr.  Richard  Quain^s  Dictionr 
ary  of  Medicine,  etc.,  the  writer,  C.  6.  H.  BSamler,  says:  "The 
whole  range  of  deviation  in  which  life  can  well  he  maintained  is 
eomprised  between  90  and  110  degrees  Fahr.  A  temperature  ap- 
proaching either  end  of  this  range  indicates  a  condition  of  extreme 
danger,  which  is  already  great  with  a  temperature  of  95  or  beyond 
106.5  degrees  Fahr.  In  the  collapse  of  cholera  a  temperature  un- 
der the  axilla  as  low  as  89.6  degrees,  and  even  less  under  the 
tongue^  has  been  observed.  A  temperature  of  71.6  has  been  ob- 
served in  Sclerema  neonatorum." 

The  highest  recorded  temperatures  in  cases  ending  favorably 
are  106.7  in  the  rectum  (Ziemssen)  and  107  degrees  (Kocher),  but 
they  rarely  exceed  105  or  106  degrees.  In  fatal  cases  there  may  be 
a  considerable  rise  before  death,  as  to  106.9,  108.9  (seventh  day),  or 
109.4  degrees  (fourteenth  day — Thomas);  a  slight  post  mortem  rise 
is  also  occasionally  observed.  The  temperature  is  usually  lowest 
in  the  morning  from  6  to  9  a.  m.,  and  from  1  to  1.8  degrees  higher 
in  the  evening.  In  the  forenoon  or  early  in  the  afternoon  the 
fever  again  increases,  commonly  reaching  its  maximum  intensity 
early  in  the  evening,  or  s(ftnetimes  even  at  mid-day.  From  this 
point  the  temperature  falls  toward  midnight,  when  a  second  slight 
exacerbation  occasionally  occurs,  which  does  not,  however,  reach 
the  same  height  as  that  of  the  afternoon.  After  improvement  has 
set  in  an  increase  of  temperature  generally  indicates  an  extension 
of  the  pneumonic  inflammation.  When  improvement  commences, 
sometimes  the  fall  in  temperature  is  very  rapid,  amounting  some^ 
times  to  9.7  degrees  Fahr.  in  sixty  hours.  This  is  sometimes  intena- 
fied  by  the  fact  that  when  the  fever  has  been  high  and  the  patient  is 
weak,  and  in  children  particularly,  the  temperature  may  sink  dufing 
the  critical  defervescence  to  1, 2  or  2.5  degrees  below  the  normal,  and 
may  continue  at  this  point  for  forty-eight  or  seventy-two  hours. 
I  have  observed  in  a  child  a  temperature  of  96.5  degrees  (axilla), 
with  a  cold  skin  and  profuse  perspiration,  maintained  in  spite  of 

artificial  warmth  for  fortv-eight  hours.  Such  cases  in  children, 
however,  do  not  common! v  end  unfavorably.  (J.  Russell  Reynolds, 
M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  System  of  Medicine.) 


^ 
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In  the  beginning  of  tliis  article  I  made  the  assertion  that  the 
temperature  was  more  reliable  than  the  pulse  in  showing  the  con- 
dition of  the  patient  in  pneumonia.  In  Case  I.^  on  the  13th,  both 
morning  and  evening  record  gives  the  pulse  at  110;  morning  tem- 
perature, 100;  evening,  99  1-6.  14th — Pulse  still  100;  temp.  98^. 
Perhaps  you  will  say  that  is  the  normal  temperature,  the  patient 
ought  to  be  well,  but  auscultation  and  percussion  will  demonstrate 
that  he  is  not.  A  normal  temperature  does  not  indicate  that  the 
patient  is  well,  but  simply  that  the  inflammatory  process  has  ceased. 
We  may  still  have  the  product  of  the  inflammation  (the  effused 
lymph)  remaining  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  according  to  the 
greater  ot  less  activity  of  the  process  of  absorption;  it  is  the  same 
with  the  nitrate  of  silver  test;  it  does  not  indicate  that  the  hepa- 
tization has  been  removed  by  absorption,  but  simply  that  the  in- 
flammatory process  has  been  arrested. 

When  I  took  these  notes  I  had  no  idea  of  ever  making  them 
public;  I  made  them  that  I  might  be  able  to  compare  the  patient^s 
pulse  and  temperature  from  day  to*day.  For  the  recollection  of 
many  of  his  other  symptoms  from  day  to  day  I  trusted  to  my  mem- 
ory.    ^ 

[Different  authors*  give  different  hours  for  the  rise  and  fall  of 
the  temperature.  "  Lichtenfels  &  FrOlich  state  the  time  of  the 
lowest  from  10  p.  m.  to  1  a.  m,  and  from  6  to  8  a.  m.;  the  highSist 
from  4  to  5  p.  m.  According  to  Damrosch  the  temperature  rises 
from  7  to  10  a.  m.;  falls  till  1  p.  m.  From  thence  till  5  p.  m.  it 
rises,  and  then  falls  again  till  7  p.  m.  Occasionally  the  afternoon 
fall  is  absent.  The  7  to  10  elevation  and  the  5  to  7  p.  m.  fall  are 
the  most  constant."  According  to  the  above  observation  the  tem- 
perature varies  from  two-tenthS  to  nine-tenths  of  a  degree  F.J 
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SANITARY  NOTES— By  the  Editor. 

The  Enforcemeih:  of  the  Brooklyn  Plumbing  Law. — The 
commissioners  have  been  doing  excellent  work  in  the  enforcement 
of  the  plumbing  regulations.  -  At  least  two  examinations  of  every 
house  are  required,  we  learn  from  the  Sanitary  Engineer,  the  first 
to  examine  the  iron  pipes,  and  the  second  to  examine  the  branch 
waste  pipes,  traps,  etc.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year 
4,822  inspections  have  been  made,  and  plans  for  946  buildings  ap- 
proved. The  law  is,  beyond  question,  a  success,  and  has  done  in- 
calculable good. 

Hagar's  Well. — Dr.  Frankland  writes  to  the  London  Lancet 
concerning  the  pollution  of  this  well,  the  water  from  which  is  con- 
sidered holy  by  the  Mahometans,  and  to  which  the  Musselmen  con- 
tinually resort  on  pilgrimages.    It  has  been  found  that  100,000 
parts  of  it  contain  in  solution  the  very  large  proportion  of  828.24 
parts    of    solid    matter,    of   which    a    considerable    amount    is 
organic  and  of  animal  origin.    There  is  also   prevalent  an  enor- 
mous quantity  of  nitrate,  a  proof  of  animal  excreta.    The  water  of 
this  well  contains  in  a  given  volume  nearly  six  times  as  much  ani- 
mal matter  as  is  found  in  the  same  volume  of  strong  London  sew- 
age.   "The  suspended  matter  in  the  water  consists  chiefly  of  dead 
bacteria."    Mecca,  it  seems,  becomes  the  temporary  home  of  about 
150,000  annual  pilgrims,  who  must  put  up  with  what  accommoda- 
tions they  can  get.    The  flats  in  which  they  live  are  provided  with 
badly  constructed  latrines,  of  which  there  are  from  six  to  twelve  in 
each  house.    These  are  emptied  into  pits  outside  the  house,  which, 
in  their  turn,  are  emptied  into  other  pits  and  then  covered  over 
with  earth.    This  has  been  carried  on  for  ages.    Now,  the  rains, 
which  in  this  country  are  frequent,  carry  all  this  foul  matter  into 
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the  wells.  "Hagar's  well  is  not  a  springy  but  its  water  is  supplied 
by  filtration — that  is,  by  rain  water  passing  down  through  an  over- 
lying mass  of  foul  matter.  But  there  is  yet  another  cause  for  the 
pollution  of  Hagar's  well;  that  is,  the  thousands  of  pilgrims,  dis- 
eased or  sound,  who  daily  wash  beside  it,  the  water  they  use  nat- 
urally finding  its  way  back  into  the  well."  Here,  then,  has  been 
found  a  most  potent  source  of  cholera  poison,  "for  the  evidence  is 
most  conclusive  that  cholera  is  propagated  by  a  specific  poison  con- 
tained in  the  alvine  discharge  of  persons  suffering  from  the  dis- 
ease." It  is  one  of  the  many  points  in  the  East  whence  the  dread- 
ed disease  is  spread.  Our  American  sanitarians,  in  league  with 
those  of  Europe,  should  strive  to  take  guard  against  the  dangers  aris- 
ing from  such  a  source.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  impossible  to  get  the 
well  closed;  but  advances  might  be  made,  and  conclusive  evidence 
shown  to  the  authorities  concerning  the  fatal  condition  of  affairs. 
A  plan  of  sewerage,  at  all  events,  might  be  attempted;  but  it  well 
never  be  done  until  Western  enterprise  shall  overcome  Eastern 
ignorance  and  superstition.  While  traveling  in  Syria  and  Egypt 
two  years  ago  I  had  abundant  ocular  evidence  of  similar  reckless- 
ness and  ignorance  of  sanitary  laws. 

An  International  Sanitary  League  has  been  formed,  con- 
sisting of  representatives  from  the  various  European  powers.  It  is 
to  meet  at  Geneva,  when  steps  will  be  taken  against  the  introduc- 
tion of  cholera  into  Europe,  and  a  committee  will  be  sent  to  Egypt 
to  make  a  report  upon  the  real  condition  of  affairs  in  that  country. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  United  States  will  have  a  delegate,  sent 
by  some  of  our  health  associations. 

Cincinnati's  Sewerage. — Only  one-sixteenth  of  the  area  of 
Cincinnati  is  provided  with  a  sewerage  system.  In  this  sewered 
portion  of  the  city  reside  70,000  persons.  In  the  unsewered 
portion,  which  comprises  twenty-two  and  one-half  square  miles, 
reside  200,000  people,  whose -only  method  of  disposing  ot  sewage  is 
by  the  privy  vault  and  cess  pool  system.  A  committee  of  citizens 
from  the  unsewered  portion  ot  the  city  has  been  formed,  and  a  bill 
for  the  Legislature  framed,  which  will  give  authority  to  the  city  to 
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levy  a  special  tax  for  the  completion  of  the  sewerage  system.  Un- 
less this  is  speedily  done,  sanitarians  may  expect  to  see  a  sudden 
and  appalling  rise  in  the  death  rate  of  Cincinnati. — Sanitary  News. 

Legislation  in  Missouri. — The  overflowed  counties  in  the 
southeastern  parts  of  the  State  are  to  be  surveyed  by  topograph- 
ical and  hydrographical  engineers,  for  the  purpose  of  draining 
and  reclaiming  the  land  for  settlement  and  cultivation.  Nine 
thousand  dollars  have  been  appropriated  towards  this  end.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  survey  will  lead  to  the  diminution  of  the  malarial 
diseases  so  common  at  present  in  that  part  of  the  State. 

The  Berlin  Kitchens.  — We  learn  from  the  /Sanitary  News 
that  there  are  fourteen  kitchens  in  Berlin  where  wholesome  meals 
are  furnished  for  six  cents  a  head.  '^At  these  kitchens  a  meal 
consists  of  blood  and  muscle  foods,  and  of  alkaline  salts  and 
alcoholic  stimulants.  The  meal  at  noonday,  compounded  on  a 
scientific  basis,  must  contain  59  grammes  of  albumen,  34  of  fatty 
matter,  and  160  grammes  of  hydro-carbonaceous  matter.  The 
dinner,  as  served  in  a  tin  basin,  consists  of  one  litre  of  cooked 
vegetables  and  a  piece  of  meat  which  weighs  75  grammes, '^ 
These  kitchens  belong  to  an  association  under  the  patronage  of 
the  government;  and  the  managers  gain  a  plentiful  income  there- 
from. 

The  London  Sanitary  Proteotion  Association. — The  Duke 
of  Argyle  has  been  elected  President  of  this  honored  society,  vice 
Prof.  Huxley,  resigned.  The  duke  has  a  practical  knowledge  of 
sanitary  matters,  and  it  augers  well  for  the  science  of  health  in 
England  when  the  leaders  of  scientific  thought  are  leagued 
against  the  ''powers  of  darkness."  In  this  country,  too,  our 
philosophers,  our  college  presidents,  our  poets,  even,  are  taking 
an  interest  in  matters  which  were  formerly  relegated  to  plumbers 
and  defective  boards  of  health.  Everywhere  sanitary  laws  are 
being  formulated;  and  the  world  is  brighter  and  happier  for 
them. 

An  Inspector  of  PLUMBma  and  His  Duties. — San  Fran- 
cisco has  appointed  an  Inspector  of  Plumbing  and  Drainage, 
who  is  required  to  give  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  tor  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties.  He  must  be  at  the  health 
office  for  two  hours  daily,  **to  receive  plans  tor  proposed  plamb- 
ing  and  drainage,  and  to  make  appointments  for  t&e  inspection 
of  work  in  the  coarse  of  construction.     He  must  pass  upon  all 
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plans,  and  is  required  to  examine  all  plumbing  before  covered 
np,  and  again  after  its  completion,  and  give  a  certificate  if  the 
work  has  conformed'  td  the  rules  of  the  Health  Department" 
His  salary  is  $125  a  month — none  too  much  for  the  arduous 
duties  attendant  upon  the  office. 

The  Relations  op  Architbots  to  Sanitation. — Under  this 
caption  the  Sanitary  Engineer  complains  that  American  architects, 
as  a  class,  take  little  interest  in  and  know  very  little  about  sanitary 
science.  "Architects  do  not  figure  as  members  of  municipal 
boards  of  health,  or  write  papers  on  the  sanitary  construction  of 
dwellings  or  public  buildings."  In  France  and  Germany  archi- 
tects are  amoHg  the  leaders  in  sanitary  reform  ;  and  their  profes- 
sion is  such  that  its  lines  should  converge  with 'those  of  the 
sanitary  engineer,  the  physician  and  the  plumber,  in  a  common 
aim  to  make  homes  healthy. 

Wise  Words  in  Conclusion. — Ernest  Turner,  in  "Hints  to 
Househunters  and  Householders,"  says,  "An  inhabited  houffe  is  a 
sort  of  gigantic  cupping  glass,  and  the  heat-rarified  atmosphere 
of  its  rooms  is  continually  replenished  from  the  air  stores  of  the 
soil,  forced  up  siphon-wise  by  the  excess  of  weight  in  the 
corresponding  column  of  cold  air  outside.  He7ice' to  live  on  a 
poisonous  soil  is  to  breath  poisonoits  ai?\  *  *  *  g^jj 
naturally  wholesome  may  be  made  poisonous  by  ourselves,  and 
is  very  conscientious  in  returning  the  poison  we  have  committed 
to  its  keeping.  Cesspools  and  drains  are  the  principal  agents  in 
this  procedure." 

PREVENTIVE  MEDICINE. 

A  PAPER  PRESENTED  AT    THE    PONTIAC,  MICH.,   SANITARY   CONVEN- 
TION BY  CHARLES  S.  MORLEY,  M.  D. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  present  in  outline  the  scope 
and  limitation  of  Preventive  Medicine,  as  one  of  the  Medical 
Sciences,  and  to  specify  some  of  its  requirements. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  benefits  of  this  convention  will 
not  be  limited  to  a  few  abstract  facts  that  may  stick  in  the  mem- 
ory, but  that  the  spirit  and  genius  of  the  science  of  observation 
may  bB  carried  into  our  homes. 

Cure  observation  was  never  attained  without  supreme  ef- 
forts having  been  made  to  prevail  over  the  spirit  of  hypothesis. 

Unlike  mathematical  sciences,  medicine  does  not  rest  upon 
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axioms.  Hippocrates,  *'the  Father  of  Medicine,"  insisted  more 
than  2,000  years  ago,  i.  e.,  "that  medicine  must  proceed  along 
its  own  way,  resting  upon  fact  and  not  upon  conjecture."  He 
noted  the  influence  of  climates  and  of  seasons  upon  the  preva- 
lence and  character  of  diseases.  Ages  he  conceived  as  the  "sea- 
sons of  life,"  having  diseases  pertaining  to  each  season.  He 
studied  man  as  a  unit  in  relation  to  the  external  world,  for 
anatomy  was  unknown  to  the  ancients — (the  brain  was  a  gland, 
the  nerves  were  tendons,  the  arteries  contained  air,  and  the 
origin  and  distribution  of  the  veins  were  unknown). 

Was  it  not  because  physicians,  for  2,000  years,  abandoned 
the  method  of  observation,  and  .constructed  theories  and  hypoth- 
eses that  should  explain  the  mj^steries  of  life  and  disease ;  thus 
until  the  present  century  the  onedical  reformation  did  not  come. 
Within  the  life  of  the  present  generation  the  medical  profession 
have  striven,  as  with  the  heart  and  purpose  of  one  man,  to  apply 
the  method  of  observation  of  natural  phenomena  to  the  questions 
of  life,  health  and  disease. 

Anatomy,  as  a  science,  belongs  to  the  moderns,  and  system- 
atic dissections  to  this  century.  Aided  by  chemistry  and  physics 
it  has  been  possible  to  construct,  by  the  experimental  method,  a 
science  of  human  physiology  upon  which  our  knowledge  of  dis- 
ease-action so  largely  depends.  It  is  due  to  these  studies  that 
disease  is  no  longer  regarded  as  a  thing  apart  from  the  body — as 
a  plant  or  an  animal ;  on  the  contrary,  health  and  disease  are 
found  to  be  relatives,  and  their  causes  are  related.  One  passes 
by  insensible  gradations  into  the  other.  By  the  experimental 
method  we  have  been  taught  something  of  the  conditions  of  evo- 
lution, of  development,  of  growth,  of  decay  and  of  death.  Each 
species  has  a  maximum  of  years,  whether  a  century-living  being 
or  the  creature  of  a  day,  that  reproduces  its  kind  and  dies,  both 
have  their  tenure  of  life  lixed  by  inevitable  law.  The  first  great 
fact  of  life  is  the  certaintv  of  death. 

Men  do  not  seek  lor  an  elixir  of  life,  or  a  country  of 
perennial  yoiith,'  in  this  day  ;  but  observation  teaches  that  life  is 
needlessly  sacrificed  and  made  waste ;  that  the  tender  bud  of 
infancy  is  chilled  and  withers ;  that  the  sun  goes  down  at  the 
noon-time  of  age,  and  robs  humanity  of  priceless  values.*  To 
preserve  life  has  ever  been  the  high  office  of  the  physician,  and 
his  ideal  purpose  to  prevent  disease. 

It  is  a  matter  of  common  experience,  requiring  no  argament, 
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that  health  depends  npon  two  sources,  viz.: 

1.  The  causes  that  are  of  the  body. 

2.  The  causes  that  are  not  of  the  body. 

Likewise  disease-action  has  internal  and  external  causes. 
The  internal  causes  of  disease  are  briefly  as  follows  : 

Faults  of  Evolution. 

Faults  of  Development. 

Faults  of  Growth. 

Faults  of  Nutrition. 

These  pertain  to,  viz.:  1.  Age.'  2.  Race.  3.  Sex.  4. 
Social  condicion. 

The  physiognomy  of  disease  is  modified  by  peculiarities  of 
structure  and  the  mechanism  of  the  body,  sucii  as  size,  weight 
and  the  position  of  organs,  vessels,  etc.,  especially  as  to  the  ac- 
tivity of  organs  and  functions,  as  compared  to  that  of  other 
organs  and  functions  sympathetically  related,  i.  e.,  such  as  the 
blood-making  and  blood-destroying  organs  of  secretion  and  ex- 
cretion. Moreover,  there  are  moral  causes  that  are  powerful  to 
induce  disease. 

Among  observed  external  causes  may  be  mentioned,  viz.: 
the  effects  of,  1.  Climate.  2.  Seasons.  3.  Soil.  4.  Water. 
6.  Air.  6.  Habitations.  7.  Personal  habits.  8.  Dress.  9. 
Poison.  10.  Diet.  11.  Occupation.  12.  Care  of  person.  13. 
Injuries.  14.  Parasites.  15.  Miasmas  and  infections.  16. 
Light,  Heat  and  Electricity.  Beyond  those  causes,  and  pertain- 
ing to  the  individual,  there  are  two  qualities,  viz.: 

1.  Vitality  or  capacity  to  live. 

2.  Morbility  or  tendency  to  be  sick. 

The  ancient  simile,  by  which  life  is  compared  to  a  candle 
which  burns  deeply  in  its  socket,  flickers  for  a  moment  and  goes 
out,  has  its  counterpart  in  the  modern  conception  of  life,  whereby 
the  complex  machinery  of  the  body,  worn  by  age,  is  stopped  by 
a  running  down  process. 

Thus  far  we  have  noted  the  fact  of  natural  death ;  that  man 
does  not  live  out  half  his  years ;  that  health  is  a  relative  term,  and 
that  the  condition  known  as  health  passes  by  insensible  grada- 
tions into  the  domain  of  positive  disease.  That  disease  is  not  a 
thing  as  an  ^animal  or  plant,  but  a  bodily  condition  dependent 
upon  internal  and  external  forces,  that  observation  and  experi- 
ment have  contributed  all  the  facts,  and  that  no  hypothesis  or  a 
priori  reasoning  can  predict  phenomena,  resulting  from  the 
interaction  of  internal  and  external  forces. 

17 
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Having  firmly  grasped  these  facts,  let  us  proceed  to  apply 
them  to  the  living  being,  to  the  end  of  preventing  disease. 

Man  comes  into  the  world  a  most  helpless  being,  dependent 
npon  paternal  care  and  affection  to  shield  him  from  the  rude 
hand  of  nature.  His  first  utterance  is  a  cry — the  mother  tongue 
of  our  race !  Unconscious,  a  purely  spinal  being,  having  only 
the  general  sense  of  feeling  to  connect  him  with  external  nature. 
What  a  host  of  forces  must  beat  upon  the  little  one,  to  insure  its 
life  and  evolution.  Between  the  brain  and  the  world  of  sense 
are  interposed  the  nerves  of  special  sensation,  namely :  Seeing, 
hearing,  smelling,  tasting,  feeling.  Light  beats  upon  the  brain 
through  "'the  windows  of  the  soul ;"  ethereal  waves  beat  upon  it 
through  the  ear ;  every  surface  strikes  it  through  the  sense  of 
touch ;  and  the  atmofej>liere,  weighing  sixteen  pounds  to  the  square 
inch,  presses  upon  the  surface  and  in  the  air  cells  of  the  lungs, 
purhing  and  pulling  the  great  blood  stream  along  at  each  rec^pir- 
ation  and  expiration.  So  great  a  matter  is  it  to  shake  the  brain 
into  consciousness ! 

-  Cut  off  the  special  senses  and  the  brain  will  he  idiotic.  Shut 
up  in  its  bony  box  it  will  not  grow  ;  it  will  never  awake  to  con- 
scious life. 

This  is  an  example  of  a  general  law  of  physiology,  namely, 
that  growth  and  development  depend  upon  exercise.  Exercise 
makes  it  possible,  under  proper  conditions,  to  develop  all  our 
inherent  forces,  but  there  are  occult  forces  of  organization  that 
dominate  the  body  in  health  or  disease,  that  are  the  product  of 
our  parentage.  Therefore,  if  we  would  succec;*!  best  in  prevent- 
ing some  of  the  2,400  (lisoHses  that  are  known  to  compromise 
humaii  existence,  docs  it  nut  seem  necos.-arv  tlutt  a  better  ra<;e  of 

ft- 

children  should  t>c  produced  V 

Especially  where  there  iw  a  tendenry  to  hereditary  diseases 
and  deformities,  dependent  upon  constitutional  faults  and  lowered 
vitality  of  parents,  is  it  not  the  province  of  medicine  to  prevent 
or  modify  their  transmission  to  the  offspring? 

ArchflBologistt  tijll  us  of  North  American  races  that  have 
become  extinct  from  natural  causes;  this  is  believed  to  be  the 
only  instance  of  the  kind  in  the  history  of  man. 

It  is  said  that  all  animals  and  all  men  deteriorate  from  the 
effects  of  our  climate ;  that  our  pathway  is  strawed  with  more 
aches  and  pains  than  elsewhere  falls  to  mans'  estate.  Freedom 
is  subjei;t  to  its  abuses,  for  nowhere  else  is  it  possible,  or  society 
to  be  infltienced  by  fashion  from  top  to  bottom,  and  fashion  or 
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.cpBtoms  control  the  conditions  of  nearly  all  of  the  preventable 
causes  of  disease*  If  epidemic  and  intVctions  diseases  serve  the 
purpose  of  weeding  out  the  feeble  life  from  the  tide  for  vitality, 
thus  conrribntin;r  to  the  ''greatest  good  if  not  to  the  survival  of 
the  tittest,"  is  it  for  a  similar  purpose  that  the  ''upper  crust"  of 
human  society  weaves  the  web  of  their  own  destruction  by  injur- 
ious habits  and  ikthions? 

In  other  countries  hiofh  "caste"  is  fed  bv  constant  accessions 
from  the  '"rank  and  file,"  but1n  this  land,  when  the  warm  tide 
of  thrifty,  vigorous  foreigners  shall  have  ceased  to  flow,  where 
will  our  physical  Jeterioration  end  ? 

Is  it  not  to  the  mother  and  her  young  that  we  should  direct 
especial  etfi»rt,  it  we  would  fulrtll  this  first  great  requirement  of 
preventive  medicine?  We  have  f)rodaced  a  race  of  brain  and 
nerve  at  the  expense  of  bone  and  muscle,  and  all  observation 
teaches  that  one  sided  development  leads  to  deterioration. 

The  mother  is  so  liiglily  "civilized,"  that  the  small  voice  of 
unconscious  pain  grates  uj)on  her  ear.  and  from  the  moment  of 
its  lirst  utterance  it  is  recognized  as  the  signal  to  "give  it  some- 
thing." 

Oppressed  and  disturbed  fro/a  over  feeding,  its  language  of 
distress  is  answered  b}*  forcing  it  to  take  moie  food;  or,  if  the 
**old  woman's  phiI«»sophy"  [prevail,  it  is  dosed  with  decoctions. 

Mai-nutrition  ib  the  hane  of  the^mrsling;  who  has  not  seen 
the  paradox  of  starvation  with  a  full  stomach  ? 

The  skeleton  form  of  the  half  hourly  feeding  child  by  regular 
feeding  at  two  or  three  houis  interval,  is  seen  to  clothe  its  bones 
with  flesh. 

The  completion  of  the  first  teething  at  the  Seventh  to  tenth 
month,  ends  the  **niirsing  age,"  and  the  child  enters  u}:on  the 
second  period  of  life,  i.  e,,  cliildhood. 

There  is  a  grave  misapprehension  regarding  the  danger  of 
*'teething." 

Why  is  mortality  so  great  in  the  nurslin^r  ?  Is  it  not  that 
the  brain  is  undergoing  the  evolution  neces.--ary  to  thought,  will 
and  emotion ;  that  the  nervous  system  of  the  teething  child  is  so 
impressionable? 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  an  inflamed  gum  or  a  burn  may 
induce  convulbion  ;  and  it  is  this  that  lies  at  the  foundation  of 
mortality  from  cholera  infantum  and  exhausting  diarrhoeas  termi- 
nating in  death  from  the  brain. 


260  AMEBiCAN  OBSERVER.  |  Octeber 

The  nursing  child  and  its  mother  are  pecnh'arly  exempt  from 
contagions  diseases;  but  each  is  subject  to  affections  peculiar  to 
their  respective  bodily  conditions. 

Mal-nutrition  is  the  parent  of  their  ills. 

It  is  impossible  to  devise  inflexible  rules  of  health,  for  each 
individual  will  in  some  sense  form  an  exception.  It  is  peculiarly 
the  office  of  the  physician  to  search  out  these  individnalisms  and 
to  guide  and  direct  all  the  habits  of  life. 

It  requires  courage  to  strip  off  the  false  garb  of  mysticism, 
which  has  such  a  charm  to  the  sick. 

It  requires  courage  in  the  physician,  notio  practice  in  accord- 
ance with  the  popular  philosophy  of  "casting  out  devils  ;"  for  he  no 
longer  wields  the  wand  of  life  and  health  when  he  abandons  these 
methods  and  demands  regulations  of  habit  and  diet  for  simple 
constipation  of  the  bowels ;  the  direct  sunlight  "for  the  blood" 
in  lieu  of  iron  ;  pure  air  and  proper  breathing  in  chronic  lung 
and  throat  diseases,  instead  of  impure  inhalations ;  proper  exer- 
cise in  a  host  of  nervous  affections,  in  the  place  of  * 'nervines" 
and  "nerve  tonics." 

These  observatioiis  are  not  of  sinister  design,  for  they  are 
the  prerequisites  of  au}^  successful  treatment. 

The  mother  and  her  3'oung  need  all  of  these  life  sources  in 
an  eminent  degree.  The  function  of  nutrition  suflicient  for  two 
lives  seems  to  invite  all  disease-producing  forces  in  this  direc- 
tion ;  and  thus  escaping  the  specitic^contagious  diseases,  there  is 
the  equally  serious  danger  %f  faults  of  nutrition. 

Lines  of  care  and  suffering  are  indelibly  traced  in  the  coun- 
tenances of  our  young  American  mothers. 

Physical  deterioration  is  at  its  root,  and  this  is  only  in  part 
accounted  for  by  climate.  The  food  we  eat  and  the  way  we  eat 
it :  the  air  we  breathe  and  the  wav  we  breathe  it ;  the  exercise 
we  take,  the  rest  and  sleep  we  get,  all  are  more  potent  causes  of 
this  curse. 

They  are  avoidable !  The  dress  of  women  and  children  is 
such  as  to  lead  to  small  development  of  the  waist  and  chest  mus- 
cles ;  and  we  have  weak  backs,  weak  chests,  weak  stomachs,  and 
wonder  why ! 

We  walk  on  stilted  heel  and  toe  tip  in  imminent  danger  of 
falling,  with  continuous  strain  of  leg,  thigh,  back  and  abdominal 
muscles  to  keep  our  footing,  and  wonder  that  women  are  afflicted 
with  backaches,  abdominal  and  pelvic  aches,  irritable  spines  and 
one-sided  headaches  that  are  difficult  to  cure. 


j 


1883 1  SANITARY  SCIEKCE.  261 

The  history  of  the  canses  of  the  pliysical  weakness  of  Ameri- 
can mothers  could  not  well  b6  written  in  many  volumes. 

It  has  filled  the  medical  mind  with  wonder  at  her  great 
endurance.  Yet  with  powers  of  continued  endurance  superior  to 
men,  she  that  moulds  the  physical,  mental  and  moral  child  has 
brought  upon  our  race  the  torments  of  most  exquisite  sensibilities. 
Be  it  said  in  strict  justice  to  woman,  that  it  is  because  of  her 
superior  love  and  fidelity  that  she  has  ignorantly  done  this. 

The  faults  of  development  are  more  directly  caused  by  mal- 
nutrition of  organs  and  tissues.  We  have  seen  that  symmetrical 
brain  development  depends  upon  the  exercise  of  all  the  senses. 
Destroy  the  ear  aad  you  have  the  language  of  savagery. 

Aurists  tell  us  that  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  causes  of  deafness 
are  preventable  or  curable. 

It  is  not  simply  the  pain,  discharge  or  danger  to  life  from 
ear  diseases ;  it  is  also  that  a  brain  may  be  dwarfed,  that  ears 
should  be  cared  for  and  cured  of  their  ills.  What  is  true  of  the 
ear  is  true  of  the  other  organs  of  sense. 

Infantile  paralysis,  with  its  wasted  limbs,  rickets,  scrofula, 
tnbercular  tendency,  syphilis,  etc.,  etc.,  are  quite  amenable  to 
treatment.  But  this  must  not  be  postponed  or  limited  to  drug 
treatment.  » 

If  a  child  has  passed  the  tenth  month  without  teething,  if  it 
is  weak  in  the  back,  drules,  stares,  sweats  about  the  head ;  if  the 
"soft  spots"  in  the  skull  do  not  close  up,  or  if  it  cries  of  nights 
without  cause,  and  cannot  bear  to  be  touched  from  general  sensi- 
tiveness of  the  surface  of  the  body  ;  if  the  en^s  of  the  long  bones 
are  spongy  and  the  child  cries  when  they  are  pressed  upon,  that 
is  a  "rickety"  child.  Do  not  wait  for  spinal  curvatures,  convul- 
sions, "dropsy  on  the  brain,"  knobs  on  the  ribs  or  bow-legs,  etc., 
etc.,  or  the  serious  and  fatal  changes  in  the  vital  organs,  before 
consulting  a  physician.  These  serious  results  can  be  prevented. 
If  we  have  digressed  from  the  consideration  of  principles,  it  is  for 
the  purpose  of  emphasizing  the  fact  that  the  internal  causes  of 
disease,  inherent  in  the  bodily  constitution,  is  one  of  the  most 
important  fields  of  preventive  medicine. 

It  is  possible  so  to  modify  the  bodily  habit,  by  diet,  hygiene 
and  constitutional  treatment,  as  to  prevent  disease.  Nearly  all 
fatal  morbid  processes  are  grafted  upon  simple  departures  from 
healthy  action,  and  are  essentially  curable.  Turn  we  from  the 
constitutional  to  the  acute  diseases.     "Cold"  is  said  to  be  a  cause 
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of  a  innltitnde  of  inflammations.  It  is  the  accident  that  devel- 
ops  this  or  that  tendency  in  the  body,  a  pneumonia  in  one,  a 
pleurisy  in  another  and  quinsy  in  a  fhird. 

There  are  few  morbid  processes  that  are  fatal,  that  are  not 
grafted  upon  simpler  proce6j?es  in  themselves  curable.  '' 

Again,  the  positive  method  of  prevention  requires  the  devel- 
opment of  a  high  standard  of  health,  and  this  is  to  be  secured  by 
pure  food,  water,  air,  etc.,  proper  exercise  of  the  body,  of  the  in- 
tellect, of  the  emotions,  and  proper  care  of  the  person. 

Now  as  health  is  not  absolute,  and  as  there  can  be  no  common 
standard  by  which  to  apply  "the  laws  of  life"  to  all  men  in  all 
conditions,  it  follows  that  each  organism  must  be  a  law  unto 
itself. 

We  see  even  the  infectious  diseases  manifesting  themselvea 
in  ebb  and  flow  and  in  tidal  waves. 

Notwithstanding  compulsory  vaccination,  England  suffered 
a  fearful  scourge  of  small  pox  in  common  with  the  western  world.' 

There  can  be  no  question  that  there  are  epidemic  seasons 
in  which  cholera,  yellow  fever,  typhus,  scailatina  an^  small  pox 
break  over  every  barrier  ;  and  it  is  in  no  sense  proven  that  *'filth'' 
has  been  the  cause.     No  one  claims  this ! 

The  gospel  of  cleanliness  had  comfort  and  "healing  in  its 
wings."     But  are  we  to  rest  our  hope  of  Ifealth  upon  cleanliness? 

Are  the  dirtiest  people  the  shortest  lived  and  sickliest  ? 

Are  scavengers  and  workers  in  offensive  trades  sickly? 

Man's  high  place  in  creation  insures  him  great  adaptability, 
for  he  can  inhabit  all  regions  and  climates.  He  may  respond  to 
the  peculiarities  of  spil  and  climate  whither  he  may  wander,  but 
the  reaction  is  the  resultant  of  forces  gathered  in  a  different 
clime  and  is  peculiar  to  the  individual. 

Nature  is  instinct  with  life!  Even  in  death  countless  myr^ 
iads  of  the  lowest  forms  of  organized  life  sub.<ist  upon  the  body 
— take  down  its  complex  structure  and  yield  it  up  to  dust ! 

"Bacteria"  are  found  in  the  body  in  health  as  well  as  in  (J^is- 
ease,  and  the  inference  has  been  drawn  that  these  little  creatures, 
have  a  distributing  agency  in  infectious  disease,  Upon  t\xyi 
narrow  foundation  has  grown  up  the  '*germ  theory"  of  disea^eit" 
and  it  is  proposed  to  explain  a  large  proportion  of  human  ills  ,b^ 
this  theory. 

With  this  theory  we  have  no  controversy.  At  best  it  is  t)ut 
a  tentative  hypothesis,  no  better,  no  worse  than  the    ancient 
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doctrine  (Contaginm  Virinm)  on  which  it  restB.  It  will  soon 
take  its  place  with  the  hundreds  which  have  gone  before  it, 
and  men  will  agam  comeback  to  the  standpoint  of  the  '"father 
of  medicine,"  to' realize  that  they  have  not  been  wiser  in  their  day. 

This  in  no  wise  affects  the  general  principles  of  "sanitation/' 
whether  it  be  true  or  false;  for  it  is  the  practical  results  we  are 
seeking. 

Unsanitary  conditions  lower  the  vital  resistance,  undermine 
the  health  and  destroy  life,  but  we  are  ignorant  of  any  specific  dis- 
eases resulting  therefrom. 

Further  observation  may  strengthen  or  weaken  the  evidences 
of  the  doctrine  of  living  contagia,  and  the  part  they  play  in  the 
economy  of  nature. 

We  have  traversed  in  rough  outline  the  scope  of  preventive 
medicine,  and  what  do  we  find?  Ever3'where  the  individual  organ- 
ism, governed  by  its  own  laws,  requiring  more  or  less  care  to  keep 
clear  of  the  breakers  as  they  rise  in  this  highly  artificial  life  of  ours; 
and  the  requirements  are  abandonment  of  hypothesis  and  rigid 
adherence  to  the  scientific  methods  of  observation  on  the  part  of 
people  in  general,  so  as  to  give  accurate  and  intelligent  inf  .rraation 
to  physicians;  on  the  pal-t  of  physicians,  that  they  be  guided  into 
the  truth  thereby. 

Finally,  these  desiderata  fulfilled,  we  will  hail  that  morning, 
the  harbinger  of  a  brighter  day,  ''the  day  of  the  teal  and  the  oak, 
when  the  child  lives  to  be  an  hundred  years  old." 


Too  Much  Hygiene. — {Hahnemannian  Monthly,) — A  school 
teacher  at  Winnipeg  was  dismissed  recently  because  he  insistjBd  on 
ventilating  the  school  house  in  mild  weather,  and  while  his  scholars 
were  suffering  from  confined  air. 


Saratoga  fob  Health. — {New  Remedies.) — Malaria  and  mos- 
quitoes are  unknown  in  Saratoga — happy  Saratoga — the  air  is  elec- 
tric and  bracing,  the  climate  mild.  Summer  days  are  comfortably 
warm  in  the  sun,  but  it  is  always  pleasant  in  the  shade  and  at 
nigbt. 

Comfort  for  the  Virtuous. — {Medical  Times  and  Gazette,) — 
Prof.  Erb,  from  extended  study,  concludes  that  syphilis  is  such 
an  important  factor  in  the  etiology  of  ta'oes  dorsalis,  that  scarcely 
any  one  who  has  not  had  syphilis  or  a  chancre  has  a  chance  of  be- 
coming tabetic. 
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S.  LILIENTHAL,  M.  D.,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  EDITOR. 

INJURIES  PROM  REVOLVER  BALLS. 

Vieusse  observed  in  Algeria  two  eases  where  a  ball  from  a  re- 
volver produced  a  fracture  of  the  humerus.  In  both  cases  he  did 
not  look  for  the  ball,  and  put  on  only  a  plain  bandage.  In  both 
•cases  the  fractures  consolidated  and  the  wounds  healed  kindly. 
Expectative  treatment  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  injuries  from 
revolver  balls.  He  considers  in  all  such  cases  the  probing  for  the 
projectile  injurious,  and  our  only  business  is  to  immobilise  the, in- 
jured part.  Nicaise' treated  several  such  revolver  fractures,  and  a 
cure  per  primam  intentionem  always  took  place.  According  to 
Despres,  injuries  from  revolvers  are  not  of  so  much  importance  as 
those  from  projectiles  of  larger  caliber;  he  has  seen  many  cases,  and 
with  the  exception  of  one  they  all  healed  without  much  interven- 
tion. He  mentions  especially  a  case  where  the  ball  went  right 
through  the  hand  and  one  of  the  ossa-motacarpi  was  fractured. 
The  wound  healed  in  five  days,  and  nothing  remained  except  a 
little  swelling  where  the  callus  formed.  A  shot  from  a  revolver 
fractured  the  clavicle  ef  a  woman;  cured  in  two  weeks.  A  student 
was  shot  with  a  revolver  ball  of  good  size  in  the  chest,  and  a  small 
emphysema  formed  at  the  place  of  its  entrance;  no  examination 
was  made,  the  wound  closed,  and  after  three  days  the  patient  was 
:able  to  travel  home.  Despres  insists  that  no  probing  should  ever 
be  done  in  wounds  made  with  revolver  balls;  and  according  to 
Auger  the  same  principle  holds  good  when  done  by  larger  project- 
iles, as,  e.  g.,  chassepot  £:uns.  To  him  it  is  an  absolute  rule  never 
to  touch  primary  wounds  from  balls,  and  to  immobilise  the  frac- 
tured parts.  Chauvel  does  not  approve  of  such  generalizing,  and 
remarks  that  the  revolvers  in  the  army  are  larger  than  those  for 
private  use,  which  are  a  great  deal  smaller.    Those  used  in  the 
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army  may  cause  splintering  of  the  bones  and  destruction  of  the  soft 
tissues,  which  must  be  attended  to.  6.  Bouilly  does  not  see  much 
danger  when  the  ball  is  allowed  to  remain.  A  ball  of  seven  mm. 
caliber  possesses  great  rapidity  and  power.  Suth  shots  are  mostly 
fired  iu  close  proximity;  the  ball  enters  the  tissues  with  a  small 
opening,  as  if  punched  out;  there  are  no  extensive  destructions, 
contusions  or  fissures,  as  we  see  where  larger  projectiles  are  fired 
off  from  a  greater  distance.  The  eschara,  covering  the  walls  of  the 
canal,  are  very  thin,  easily  absorbed,  and  the  wounds  heal  often 
per  primam.  In  wounds  which  penetrate  great  masses  of  muscles, 
or  which  perhaps  opened  a  large  joint,  we  must  never  look  for  the 
projectile,  and  consider  only  the  hemorrhages,  the  fracture  and 
the  other  sequelae  of  the  wound;  the  extraction  is  of  very  slight 
importance;  the  ball  either  becomes  encysted  or  finds  its  way  grad- 
ually out,  when  dangers  are  no  more  threatening.  Of  still 
greater  importance  is  this  rule  where  the  ball  entered  large  cavities 
of  the  body,  as  here  all  probing  or  other  manipulations  of  the  body 
are  extremely  dangerous.  We  may  be  forced  to  more  active  inter- 
ference by  an  indication  like  hemorrhage,  but  the  projectile  itself 
will,  in  most  cases,  be  far  better  left  severely  alone. — Med,  Neuigk. 
38, 1883. 

THERAPEUTICS   OF   TABES  DORSALIS   (LOCOMOTOR- 
ATAXIA). 

BY  DR.   FISCHER,   CANNSTADT. 

Whether  syphilis  is  so  much  to  blame  as  the  French  school 
(Poumier)  or  Erb  affirm,  is  doubtful;  anti-syphilitic  treatment 
failed  even  in  their  hands;  especially  where  sclerosis  was  fully  de- 
veloped; nor  must  we  forget  that  in  all  cases,  preceded  by  lues, 
some  other  predisposing  causes,  as  cold,  overexertion,  excesses,  pre- 
ceded the  development  of  tabes.  Our  treatment  so  far  is  merely 
empirical.  Nerve-stretching  may  have  improved  some  cases,  but 
failed  in  most  cases  to  be  of  lasting  benefit.  In  relation  to  balneo- 
therapy, hydro-therapeutics  and  thermal  springs  are  recommended. 
The  former  by  sponging  or  sitz  baths  may  improve  recent  cases,  as 
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we  thus  improve  the  circulation  in  the  cord.  The  constant  current 
gaiuej  some  reputation.  Broad  electrodes  and  suitable  applicatioy^ 
aie  necessary;  where  the  bladder  was  involved,  it  certainly  was  ben- 
eficial. 

Runipf,  of  Bonn,  led  our  attention  last  yeai*  to  the  energetic 
application  of  the  Faradic  brush,  and  Fischer  recommends  to  pro- 
long the  seance  to  a  full  hour.  In  ten  cases  thus  treated  an  amel- 
ioration was  soon  witnessed  in  the  lancinating  pains,  in  the  co-or- 
dination, the  patient  walks  better,  is  able  to  hold  his  urine,  he  feels 
better.  In  two  cases  even  the  tendon-reflexus  returned,  and  in  an 
old  case,  where  nerve-stretching  had  totally  failed  and  who  had  to 
be  carried  into  the  hospital,  the  daily '  use  of  the  faradic  brush 
brought  out  such  an  improvement  that  he  is  now  able  to  walk  with 
a  cane.  In  neuralgic  cases  the  brush  often  eases  the  pain  or  re- 
moves it  entirely.  Only  initial  forms  can  be  cured;  where  sclerosis 
is  fully  developed,  we  must  be  satisfied  with  an  amelioration.  A 
combined  treatment  is  recommended,  and  all  hygienic  measures 
must  be  well  looked  to. — Allg.  Med,  Cetitr,  Zeit,  75, 1883. 


DIET  IN  GASTRIC  DISEASES. 

BY   PROF.   LEUBE. 

1.  Where  dia:estion  is  at  a  ver}'  low  ebb,  we  may  give  our  pa- 
tient: beef  tea,  meat-solution,  milk,  soft  raw  eggs,  English  crack- 
ers (especially  Albert  crackers  may  be  taken).  As  beverage,  only 
water,  or  still  better,  carbonic  acid  water.  Indicated  at  the  begin- 
ning of  gastric  catarrhs  and  especially  in  ulcers  ventriculi. 

2.  Boiled  calf's  brain  or  sweet-bread,  boiled  chicken  or  pigeon^ 
both  very  young,  only  the  meat,  not  the  skin.  For  supper  a  gruel 
made  with  tapioca  and  white  of  egg,  or  a  soup  made  with  rice  or 
barley.     Boiled  calf's  feet  are  easily  digested. 

Z,  As. soon  as  digestion  improves  (best  shown  by  washing  the 
stomach  out  several  hours  after  the  meal),  we  may  add  a  rare  beef- 
steak, scraped  raw  ham,  a  somewhat  stale  wheat  bread,  potiato- 
pure^,  and  perhaps  a  trial  of  a  cup  of  coffee  or  tea  with  milk  (l-l6 
to  9-10).  ■ 
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4.  Roast  chicken  or  pigeon,  venison,  cold  rare  roast  beef,  leg 
of  real,  striped  bass,  maccaroni,  small  quantities  of  Bordeaux  oif 
Rhine  wine,  taken  an  hour  ot  two  before  meals.  Vegetables  may 
be  taken  very  sparingly;  perhaps  some  spinach  may  be  allowed. 

In  severe  cases  the  patient  must  take  his  meals  often,  but  only 
a  little  at  a  time.  Most  patients  cannot  digest  fat,  and  even  but- 
ter can  only  be  allowed  in  classes  three  and  four.  In  nervous  dys- 
pepsia we  need  not  be  so  particular  about  the  diet,  and  a  chaoge  of 
diet  may  be  often  of  benefit;  such  patients  often  enjoy  their  vege- 
tables, horse  radish,  etc.  We  have  to  tone  up  their  whole  nervous 
system  and  digestion  then  takes  care  of  itself.  In  gastric  diseases 
we  must  never  neglect  to  wash  out  the  stomach  frequently,  which 
is  best  done  in  the  morning  before  breakfast,  and  at  night  before 
retiring,  so  as  to  give  the  stomach  rest  during  sleep.  Some  rec- 
ommend the  use  of  muriatic  acid  or  pepsin e  as  an  aid  of  digestion; 
iron  preparations  in  anaemic  persons  never  benefit  such  cases;  but 
Quinine  in  malarious  dyspepsia  is  efficacious  and  ought  to  be 
given.— ^%.  Med.  Centr.  FerL,  75, 1883. 


DYSPEPSIA  UTERINA. 

BY  DR.  KISCH,  MAKIENBAD. 

Mrs.  N.  was  sent  to  Marienbad  on  account  of  a  dyspepsia  from 
which  she  suflFered  for  several  years,  and  which  failed  to  yield  to 
treatment.  She  is  28  years  old,  married  but  sterile.  Her  appetite 
is  fair,  but  after  every  meal  intense  gastric  pains  set  in  with  pyro- 
sis and  sour  eructations,  frequently  with  vomiting  of  food;  obsti- 
nate constipation  and  tympanitis.  Examination  revealed  cBest 
and  abdominal  organs  normal,  but  a  gynaecological  examinatioii 
ave  retroflexion  of  the  enlarged  uterus.  After  a  successful  repo- 
rifion  the  vomiting  and  pain  ceased  as  if  by  magic,  and  after  a  few 
Weeks  she  left  for  home  a  sound  woman,  and  in  the  regular  course 
of  events  she  conceived  and  enjoyed  a  mother's  pleasure. 

Another  woman,  the  mother  of  three  children,  also  complained 

of  obstinate  dyspepsia.    After  every  meal  vomiting  of  all  food  and 

ains  in  stomach.    Gynaecological  examination  revealed  chronic 
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metritis  aud  endometritis,  retroflexio  uteri,  large  perimetritic  exud- 
ation on  left  side,  uterine  dyspepsia.  Reposition  of  uterus,  sup- 
ported by  pessary,  iodoform-glycerine  applied  locally,  and  moor- 
baths.  Cured  in  six  w^^eks.  Increase  in  weight,  and  enjoys  life 
again. — Bmidschan^  Jiily^  1883. 


Pertussis  and  Diphtheria.—  ]^ — 01.  terebinthina  10.0,  Syr. 
AlthaB  80.0;  dose,  a  teaspoonful  every  three  hours,  is  highly  rec- 
ommended by  Berlin  physicians  tor  whooping-cough  and  diphther- 
itis. — Rundschan^  Jtdy^  1883. 


Clonic  Spasms  of  the  Uterus  During  the  Periods  of 
Gestation  and  of  Laotation. — {Gaz,  Hebdomadaire  des  Sc.  Med, 
— Medical  Progress.) — Dr.  Nozeran  describes  the  case  of  a  woman 
30  of  age,  of  a  lymphatic  nervous  temperament,  vigorous  constitu- 
tion and  slightly  chloral-ansemic.  No  history  to  utilize.  During 
her  second  pregnancy,  at  the  second  month,  she  was  taken  with  a 
series  of  disordered,  irregular,  intermittent  movements  in  the  abdo- 
men, which  continued  less  frequently  at  night;  they  diflfered  in 
character  from  foetal  movements,  and  continued  throughout  the 
pregnancy  and  subsequent  lactation,  ceasing  only  at  the  period  of 
weaning.    The  spasms  were  so  violent  at  times  as  to  waken  her 

husband  when  he  slept  by  her.  Her  third  pregnancy  was  marked 
by  the  same  phenomena,  and  she  first  consulted  the  doctor  while 
nursing  this  child  at  five  months,  which  was  well  nourished.  On 
making  an  examination  Dr.  Nozeran  found  the  uterus  to  harden  as 
in  the  commencement  of  a  labor-pain,  raising  its  volume  by  disor- 
dered and  very  violent  movements,  as  if  influenced  by  galvanism. 
It  was  easy  to  determine  that  the  muscles  of  the  abdominal  walls 
took  no  part  in  this  spasmodic  movement. 

The  doctor  lays  stress  upon  two  points  in  this  case: 

1.  The  existence  of  uterine  spasms  independent  of  the  will, 
occurring  during  pregnancy,  without  hastening  the  term  of  preg- 
nancy or  interfering  with  its  normal  evolution,  spasms  compatible 
with  perfect  health. 

2.  The  resistance  of  this  essentially  neuropathic  condition  to 
antispasmodic  treatment. 

The  treatment  which  promised  the  best  result  was  that  of  me- 
chanical compression,  but  the  patient  would  not  submit  to  it  long 
enough  to  obtain  relief. 
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WHY  DOES  HOMCEOPATHY  SPREAD  SO  MUCH  MORE 

RAPIDLY  AND  THOROUGHLY  IN  AMERICA  THAN 

IT  DOES  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN? 

Dr.  John  Moore,  in  his  Presidential  address  before  the  British 
Homoeopathic  Congress,  answers  the  question  thus: 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeop- 
athy, held  this  year  at  Niagara  Falls,  the  President,  Dr.  Bushrod  W. 
James,  congratulated  the  meeting  on  their  great  success,  their  high 
social  standing,  and  the  number  of  their  converts.  He  called  on 
the  laity  to  be  active  in  getting  possession  of  parties  to  the  char- 
ter. Dr.  Talbot,  as  Chairman  of  the  Bureau  of  Registration  and 
Statistics,  stated  that  there  were  now  twenty-seven  State  societies, 
thirty  general  hospitials  and  a  large  number  of  special  hospitals, 
forty-seven  dispensaries,  eleven  medical  colleges,  with  1,300  stu- 
dents, 440  graduating  annually,  7,400  physicians  practicing  Hom- 
oeopathy openly,  besides  a  much  larger  number  who  use  it  more  or 
less  clandestinely.  These  facts  cannot  be  questioned.  What  is 
the  explanation,  or  in  other  words,  what  is  the  answer  to  the  ques- 
tions put  above? 

The  answer  is  two  fold:— first,  there  is  no  hard  and  fast  line 
separating  class  from  class  in  that  republican  country  as  there  is  in 
ours,  and  knowledge  of  every  kind  travels  more  rapidly  there  than 
here;  the  education  of  the  middle  and  low^r  classes  is  very  much 
higher  and  better  than  here;  their  national  schools  which  had  ex- 
isted some  fifty  years  before  our  board  schools  were  established, 
have  done  great  things  for  them,  and  the  poorest  man  there  has 
his  newspaper,  and  his  newspaper  has  everything  in  it  which  is 
novel.  My  second  reason  is  that  the  American  doctor  differs  con- 
siderably from  the  English  practitioner;  that  smart,  quick-witted 
person  reads  of  Homoeopathy,  sees  there  is  something  in  it,  testa 
its  truth,  decides  on  the  testimony  of  his  own  senses  and  embraces 
it  cordially.  He  does  not  wait  till  i\iQ  heads  of  the  profession  rea- 
son all  the  truth  out  of  Homoeopathy,  and  thrust  in  all  the  erron- 
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ecus  and  misleading  statements  they  can  muster,  villifying  Hahne- 
mann at  the  same  time.  No!  he  adopts  the  facts  and  evidence 
and  goes  into  the  reasonings  and  knotty  points  and  theories,  as  to 
dose,  etc.,  afterwards.  Such  i  conceive  to  be  the  chief  causes  which 
account  for  the  great  success  which  has  attended  Homoeopathy  in 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Authority  rules  the  Briton,  Independence  the  American. 
Though  we  all  feel  greatly  disappointed  at  so  small  a  number  of 
avowed  Homoeopaths  in  this  country,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say 
that  it  could  not  be  expected  that  the  system  in  its  early  days  could 
have  more  than  a  tithe  of  the  profession  as  its  converts. 

Had  Homoeopathy  been  presented  to  the  English  mind  as  a 
new  systsm  of  specific  treatment  based  on  the  proving  of  medicines 
on  the  healthy  body,  and  their  application  to  the  cure  of  the  sick  in 
very  minute  doses,  it  might  haye  fared  better  than  it  did,  but  com- 
ing weighted  with  the  psora  theory,  and  the  dynamization  theory, 
and  the  infinitesimal  dose  to  boot,  it  was  more  than  the  practical 
English  mind  could  receive;  and  when  we  consider  the  classes  of 
men  of  which  the  medical  as  as  well  as  the  other  professions  are 
composed,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  that  only  one  section  of  the  profes- 
sion was  likely  to  adopt  it.  In  every  profession  there  will  be  found 
three  classes  of  men : 

1st.  Those  who  regard  their  profession  as  a  means  of  liveli- 
hood; and  with  them  the  important  question  is.  What  will  pay? 

2d.  Those  who  set  a  higher  value  on  social  position,  so-called 
respectability  and  the  high  opinion  of  their  colleagues;  and  proba- 
bly this  is  the  largest  class  in  all  the  professions. 

3d.  Those  whose  love  of  the  true  and  the  good  is  the  su- 
preme motive  power  of  their  lives,  and  who  keep  the  love  of  posi- 
tion and  of  wealth  in  subserviency  to  the  higher  motives.  This  is, 
unhappily,  the  smallest  class. 

In  our  little  body  we  doubtless  possess  representatives  of  the 
three  classes,  but  I  am  bound  to  say,  from  an  experience  of  thirty- 
five  years  amongst  them,  that  the  great  preponderance  of  our  mem- 
bers is  drawn  from  the  third  class — men  whose  supreme  love  of 
truth  and  justice  has  led  them  to  give  Hahnemann  a  hearing  and 
Homoeopathy  a  fair  trial,  and  who  have  embraced  it  because  it  ways 
true,  and  without  regard  to  their  worldly  interests — indeed,  con- 
verts who  were  in  full  practice  when  they  declared  for  Homodopa- 
thy  necessarily  had  to  make  sacrifices,  such  as  the  loss  of  timid  pa- 
tients, giving  up  public  appointments,  clubs,  etc.,  or,  if  they  were 
able  to  retain  their  appointments,  as  in  the  case  of  Prof.  Hender- 
son, the^r  had  to  endure  as  much  persecution  in  their  office  as  it 
was  possible  for  professional  hatred  to  manifest.  Happily,  in  his 
case,  he  lived  long  enough  to  receive  the  confession  of  regret  froiii 
his  arch-persecutor. 
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LEDUM  PALUSTRE. 

ITS  PHYSIOLOGICAL  ACTION   AND  THERAPEUTK;  USES.* 

After  making  a  few  introductory  remarks,  Dr.  Pope  refers  to 
the  proving  of  this  dru^  by  Dr.  Leinbke,  in  \^hich  the  latter,  after 
taking  repeated  doses  ot  the  tincture,  experieuced  great  weakness 
in  the  evening,  followed  by  chilliness,  which  lasted  an  hour  or  so, 
and  sufiSciently  well  marked  to  oblige  him  to  cover  himself  warm- 
ly. Externally  the  skin  was  quite  cool.  He  felt  also  a  general 
trembling  of  the  muscles,  with  great  heaviness  of  the  head,  the 
pulse  at  the  same  time  being  small  and  rapid.  Sleep  was  restless, 
attended  with  confused  dreams,  and  disturbed  by  frequent  call>^  to 

Sainful  micturition.  There  was  also  boring  in  the  parietal  bones, 
ashes  of  heat  in  the  forehead,  with  redness  of  the  face,  headache 
similar  to  that  produced  by  alcohol,  and  vertigo.  Another  prover 
experienced  vertigo  all  day,  even  while  sitting,  and  aggravated  by 
stooping;  when  walking,  tendency  to  fall  forwards.  Feeling  of 
heat  in  the  head,  without  thinst,  and  with  pale  cheeks  und  tore- 
head.  Deafness  of  the  right  ear;  seems  as  if  sounds  were  heard  in 
the  distance;  noises  in  the  ears,  as  from  the  ringing  of  bells,  rhese 
symptoms  indicate  Ledum  in  cases  of  Menere's  dise.ise,  in  gouty  or 
rheumatic  subjects,  in  preference  to  Salicylate  of  soda.  The  head- 
ache is  generally  ot  a  borkig  character,  reft^rred  to  the  frontal  bone, 
sometimes  to  the  left  temple  or  coronal  suture.  There  is  som  *  in- 
creased secretion  ot  mucus  from  the  eyelids  and  conjunctiva.  The 
lids  are  agglutinated  in  the  morning,  but  are  not  swollen  or  red. 
Lachrymation  is  increased,  and  there  is  some  dilatation  ol  the  pu- 
pil, with  slight  indistinctness  of  vision.  These  vsymptoms  led  Dr. 
Dudgeon  to  use  Ledum  in  rheumatic  or  gouty  ophthalmia.  In 
rheumatism.  Ledum  exerts  its  influence  on  the  osseous  tissues. 
The  pains  are  of  a  boring  character,  felt  in  any  of  the  bones  of  the 
body,  aiiecting  especially,  but  not  exclusively,  the  left  side.  The 
muscles  may  be  the  seat  of  pain,  when  we  have  stitfness  affecting 
the  muscles  of  the  neck,  back  and  loins.  There  is  also  apt  to  be  a 
feeling  of  pressure  most  mtvrked  in  the  lumbar  region,  together 
with  occasional  sticking  pains.  Tearing  pains  are  noticed  in  the 
anus,  together  with  weary  or  bruised  sensation  and  boring  pains  in 
the  joints,  momentarily  relieved  by  motion.  These  symptoms  ap- 
•pear  in  large  and  small  joints^  perhaps  being  more  prominent  m 
the  latter.  They  affect  upper  and  lower  extremities  alike.  Tear- 
ing pains  ore  observed  in  the  soles  of*  the  feet.  An  eruption  of  fine 
..pimplei»  has  been  observed  in  the  dormim  of  the  foot;  also,  severe 
gnawing  itching,  on  the  dorsum  of  both  feet,  aggravated  after 
BcratchiDg,  and  only  allayed  after  he  h»id  scratched  the  foot  quite 
raw,  and  aggravated  by  the  heat  of  the  bed.     While  Ledum  pro- 
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duces  some  degree  of  chilliness,  especially  in  the  back,  hands  and 
feet,  it  excites  comparatively  little  true  fever.  Nearly  all  the  rheu- 
matic symptoms  are  worse  during  lest.  Many  come  on  while  sit- 
ting still,  and  are  relieved  by  movement.  A  few  have  been  ren- 
dered worse  by  walking,  While  the  muscular  structure  is  invaded 
by  the  influence  of  this  drug,  it  is  the  bones  of  the  joints,  and  par« 
ticularly  of  the  smaller  joints,  that  bear  the  brunt  of  its  action. 
The  symptoms  above  enumerated  will  be  found  reflected  in  many 
cases  of  rheumatic  gout  of  the  subacute  or  more  or  less  chronic 
type.  Dr.  Pope  thinks  that  Ledum  is  a  remedy  which  may  be  giv- 
en in  somewhat  material  doses.  Clotar  Muller  looks  upon  the  3d 
and  6th  dilution  as  tolerable  sure  remedies  for  certain  rheumatic 
affections,  especially  in  the  sacrum.  Teste  has  pointed  out  that 
Ledum  is  to  punctured  wounds  what  Arnica  is  to  contusions,  an 
observation  confirmed  by  competent  authorities.  It  is  also  of  use 
for  bad  effects  from  the  bites  of  poisonous  insects. 


PUERPERAL  SECONDARY  HEMORRHAGE:  HOT  WATER. 

BY    ZINA   PITCHER,  M.  D  ,  KALKASKA,  MICH. — {MedlCal  Age,) 

September  10,  at  8  p.  m.,  I  was  called  to  see  a  case  four  miles 
northeast  of  this  place.  No  word  was  left  as  to  the  trouble.  I 
went  immediately  and  found,  on  arriving,  the  patient,  a  stranger, 
a  weak,  anaemic  looking  woman,  suffering  from  puerperal  second- 
ary homorrhage.  1  immediately  gave  a  full  dose  of  fluid  extract 
Ergot  and  proceeded  to  make  my  examination.  Externally  I 
could  not  detect  the  uterus  at  all.  On  passing  my  hand  into  the 
vagina  I  felt  the  or^an.  The  impression  imparted  to  the  hand  was 
that  of  a  hall-filled  madder.  Manipulations  were  of  no  avail.  Ice 
and  cold  water,  which  had  been  thoroughly  tried  by  a  midwife  be- 
fore I  arrived,  produced  no  effect.  Remembering  that  I  had  a 
Fountain  syringe  in  my  valise,  I  detached  the  rubber  hose  and  tak- 
ing a  tea  kettle  off  the  stove  I  fitted  it  to  the  spout,  and,  passing 
the  other  end  into  the  vagina,  elevated  the  vessel.  The  result  was 
all  any  one  could  wish  for;  the  hemorrhage  diminished  rapidly  and 
in  a  very  few  minutes  had  completely  stopped.  I  then  withdrew 
the  tube,  applied  a  wide  bandage  and  compress,  elevated  the  hips 
and  administered  another  dose  ot  Ergot.  I  waited  about  an  hour, 
but  as  all  was  quiet,  started  back,  after  having  given  directions  as 
to  the  patient  and  the  medicine  I  left.  On  calling  next  day  I  found 
the  patient  weak  but  comfortable.  I  gave  her  a  tonic  and  she  con- 
tinued to  improve  rapidly,  and  is  now  in  good  health. 

This  little  experience  is  calculated  to  teach  two  things:  First, 
that  the  greatest  care  of  a  patient  after  parturition  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with ;  secondly,  that  the  good  results  derived  from  the  lib- 
eral use  of  hot  water  are  unquestionable,  and  that  it  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  haemostatics  that  nature  has  given  us. 
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Akalysis  of  Foods. — {Nen-  York  Medical  Times.) — In  a,  long 
and  interesting  article  in  the  Phannaceiitische  CenUvlhalle  on  the 
nonrishing  powers  of  various  natural  and  artificial  foods  for  infants 
and  invalids,  Dr.  Stutzer.  of  Bonn,  gives  the  following  results  as 
far  as  concerns  their  nitrogenous  constituents: 

Flesh  Formers,  Per  Cent. 

Caviar 25.81 

Revalenta lO.OH 

Smoked  ham ^ 18.93 

Fresh  beef.   18.53 

Fowl  (breast) v  16.56 

White  of  egg 13.48 

Yolk 13.01 

Infant's  food 9.90 

Condensed  milk 8.79 

VVhit^  bread 7.20 

Biscuit 6.71 

Oysters 5.78 

Cow's  milk 4.00 

Extractum  carnis 8.40 

Malt  extract .- 28 

The  above  table  gives  rise  to  some  curious  reHections.  The 
wonderful  nourishing  powers  attributed  to  oysters  are  found  to 
dwindle  into  insignitieanre  when  compared  with  other  food;  for 
instance,  a  single  hen's  ^'gg  contains  as  much  nourishment — that  is 
to  say,  as  much  flesh-forming  material — as  fourteen  oysters,  while 
about  one-quart(»r  pound  of  lean  rump  steak  is  equal  to  about  five 
dozen  of  these  delicious  but  delusive  molluscs. 

With  /egard  to  condensed  milk,  it  contains  much  less  flesh- 
forming  material  than  is  generally  supp<»s«Ml.  Taking  four  per 
cent,  for  cow's  milk  as  a  fair  average,  the  directions  on  the  can,  if 
followed  out,  giv««  unexpected  results.  For  children's  use  we  are 
told  to  dilute  th«*  condensed  milk  with  four  or  \i\o  parts  of  water. 
Taking  the  lowest  figure,  we  shcmld  then  have  f\\e  parts  ot  dilute<l 
condensed  milk,  which,  according  to  Dr.  Stut/er's  figures,  would 
only  contain  1.76  ])er  cent,  of  flesh-formers,  instead  of  four  per 
cent.,  while  the  milk  sugar  would  be  increased  from  4.5  to  10.85 
per  cent.  We  know  that  woman's  milk  contains  more  sugar  than 
cows,  but  still  not  in  the  above  surprising  proportions.  Now  that 
80  much  canned  milk  is  used  for  infants  brought  n\)  by  hand,  it  be- 
comes a  question  how  far  mothers  who  cannot  suckle  their  chil- 
dren are  re  ponsilde  for  the  health  and  even  lives  of  their  children 
by  giving  them  milk  from  the  tin  cow  iuvstead  of  that  from  the  liv- 
ing animal. 

Dr.  Stutz'M'  further  exposes  the  otten-exposeil  superstition 
al>out  the  nourishing  powers  of  bt^ef  tea.     He  shows  that  we  would 
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have  to  take  half  a  gallon  of  beef  tea,  made  with  a  pound  of  beef 
to  each  pint  of  water,  before  we  get  as  much  nourishment  as  is  con- 
tained in  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  steak.  The  high  value  of  eggs, 
too,  is  well  shown;  in  fact,  roughly  speaking,  a  couple  of  eggs 
weighing  three  and  a  half  ounces  are  about  equal  to  two  ounces  of 
good  rump  steak. 

The  highly  nourishing:  powers  of  caviar  will  no  doubt  strike 
the  "general"  with  amazement. 


The  Water-Bed  as  a  Lying-in-Bed. — (Prof.  C,  BraurCs  Clin- 
ic,— Obstetric  Gazette,) — You  all  remember  the  young  primapara 
who  was  sent  in  for  artificial  premature  delivery.  She  was  in  the 
eighth  lunar  month,  and  was  su  fife  ring  from  morbus  Brightii.  The 
nutrition  of  the  parts  was  disturbed  by  the  enormous  swelling,  and 
the  lesser  labia  had  become  gangrenous.  The  vicinity  of  such  a 
patient  endangers  the  others.  So  we  put  her  in  a  room 
alone,  giving  her  her  own  nurse  and  physician,  who  were  not  even 
to  enter  the  lying-in  wards.  We  did  not  consider  it  advisable  to 
bring  about  delivery  in  the  mother's  condition.  In  any  case,  the 
prognovsis  for  both  mother  and  child  was  bad.  The  child  having 
been  poorly  nourished  must  be  imperfectly  developed  and  too  weak 
to  live,  while  the  mothers  chances  of  recovery  in  the  present  state 
of  affairs  would  be  lessened  by  artificially  produced  labor.  The 
lymphatics  would  then  become  engorged  with  this  rotten  mass, 
lymphangitis  resultinir,  then  the  areolar  tissue  would  be  involved 
and  finally  our  patient  woijld  succumb  to  septic  peritonitis.  Her 
treatment  consisted  in  frequent  irrigation  of  the  vagina  with 
a  three  per  cent,  carbolic  solution,  and  thymol  dressing  to  the 
vulva,  wiih  appropriate  diet.  We  were  expectant  three  days;  on 
the  fourth  she  gave  birth  naturally  to  a  2,100  grm.  living  child. 
The  gangrene  spreading,  we  had  her  placed  in  a  water-bed,  in 
which  she  has  been  now  five  days  without  fever  and  with  a  good 
appetite.  To  put  a  lying-in  woman  in  a  warm  bath  seemed  until 
recently  a  strange  thing,  but  theoretically  there  is  nothing  against 
it.  The  spread  of  the  gangrene  is  stopped,  the  putridity  is  swept 
away,  and  she  feels  perfectly  comfortable. 


Hot  Water  as  a  Beverage.  -{Homceopathie  World,) — A  phy- 
sician writes,  in  the  World  of  Science,  some  very  interesting  things 
regarding  what  to  drink.  *' The  habit  of  drinking  strong  tea,  or 
black  coffee,  directly  after  dinner,  is  especially  bad,  and  certainly 
interlcres  wiih  digestion.  At  breakfast  time  a  healthy  man  has  all 
his  i<leep  in  him,  and  surely  it  is  then  unscientific  for  him  to  inflict 
upon  his  system  strong  tea  or  coffee.  At  ^tea-time'  tea  or  coflee 
may  well  be  indulged  in  moderately  ;  the  bulk  of  the  day's  work 
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is  done  ;  the  body  not  only  wants  rinsing  out,  but  fatigue  is  felt 
which  may  well  be  counteracted  by  the  use  of  a  mild  stimulant, 
such  as  tea  ;  and  bedtime  is  not  yet  so  near  that  sleep  is  thereby 
interfered  with.  Most  nations  that  drink  coflFee  largely  get  a  sallow 
skin  ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  carbonaceous  matter  of 
the  roasted  coffee,  when  so  largely  and  frequently  taken  may,  per- 
haps, have  something  to  do  with  this.  For  hard-working  people, 
who  are  not  corpulent,  I  should  suggest  the  thick  flake  cocoa  as 
the  healthiest  and  most  nutritious  breakfast  beverage.  For  those 
who  do  not  want  fattening  drinks,  and  who  often  cannot  digest 
cocoa,  I  should  say  drink  hot  water  at  breakfast.  Those  who  dine 
late,  and  make  their  dinner  their  main  meal,  need  a  diluent  drink 
an  hour  or  two  afterward  ;  and,  if  they  drink  tea,  it  keeps  them 
awake,  or  makes  them  irritable  and  nervous.  I  find,  for  myself,  that 
dining  solidly,  as  I  am  obliged- to  do  when  I  have  done  my  work 
(7:30  p.  m.),  and  often  needing  to  work  from  nine  to  eleven,  a  tumbler 
of  hot  water  brought  into  my  study  or  laboratory  is  the  best  and 
wholesomest  drink,  and,  after  a  few  evenings,  it  will  be  as  much 
relished  as  the  usual  draught  of  tea.  The  hot  water  assists  to  com- 
plete the  digestion  of  residual  food,  it  acts  upon  the  kidneys  and 
rinses  out  the'efiete  matters,  and  thus  will  be  found  to  wake  one 
up  sufficiently,  and  neither  to  injure  the  stomach  nor  to  keep  the 
brain  awake  after  bedtime.  In  cold  weather  warm  water  is  by  far 
the  best  drink  at  dinner-time,  and  in  hot  weather  a  draught  of  warm 
water  is  far  wholesomer  and  more  cooling:  than  cold  or  iced  water." 


Home. — An  unknown  author  says:  Keep  your  best  spirits  for 
home.  No  where  do  gloomy  and  depressed  spirits  tell  so  disastrous- 
ly as  at  home.  The  parents  may  have  just  cause  for  anxiety  and 
care,  but  it  is  wrong  and  unjust  to  shadow  the  young  life  of  chil- 
dren with  anxieties  they  cannot  appreciate,  and  cares  they  cannot 
understand.  The  tendency  to  brood  over  trouble  or  misfortune 
increases  with  it  indulgence.  So,  also,  does  the  disposition  to  be 
cheerful  and  happy  at  all  times  increase  with  cultivation.  This  is 
by  far  the  most  admirable  trait.  Those  who  are  sunshiny  and 
cheerful  in  character  always  have  the  most  friends,  and  where 
are  friends  so  true  and  loyal,  and  so  desirable  to  perpetuate,  as 
those  of  home  and  f;imily?  The  old  comparison  of  the  bent  twig 
is  as  true  in  this  case  as  any  other,  and  children  who  grow  up  in 
an  atmosphere  of  f  >n'bodiiig  of  the  future,  anxieties  about  the  pres- 
ent, and  cynical  reflections  on  the  motives  and  actions  of  people 
about  them,  are  trainiiig-  a  ti-ndeiioy  to  be  miserable  and  sad,  and 
in  their  turn  cast  shadows,  instead  of  sunshine,  on  the  path  of  all 
about  them. 
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EucALYPTirsGrLOBL'LUS  IN  Gyx^c  OLOGicA L  PRACTICE. — {Amer- 
ican Medical  Weekly,) — This  drug  is  dest.ined  to  play  an  important 
part  in  gynjeological  therapeutics.  It  is  only  since  18^5  that  its 
therapeutic  action  has  been  tested,  and,  with  the  cloud  of  new  rem- 
edies constantly  befoie  the  attention  of  the  profession,  it  has  not 
received  the  full  trial  which  it  is  sure  to  get  eventually. 

Dr.  C'Urrier  reports  in  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sci- 
ences for  Octobei",  1884^*,  five  different  cases  of  various  natures  in 
which  the  local  a|>plication  of  this  drug  ou  vaginal  tampons  proved 
of  the  greatest  anaesthetic  value.  Besides  its  anaesthetic  effects,  it 
is,  as  we  know,  antisei)tic  and  an ti periodic,  and  hence  it  will  \ye  of 
use  in  that  large  class  of  eases  v»'here  foul-smelling  discharges  ex- 
ist, and  also  as  an  aJjuvanf  in  the  treatment  of  malaria.  The  ab- 
sorptive function  of  the  vaginal  mucous  membrane  has  ))een  com- 
paratively little  employed  in  the  constitutional  treatment,  and  this 
is  a  fielil  wliich  yet  remains  to  be  worked  up.  A  daily  ai)plicatiou 
of  this  substance  must  have  more  than  a  local  influence.  It  will 
be  difficult  to  give  treatmcnit  so  freciuently,  excepting  in  hospital 
practice.  Much  b(?tter  results  wi>uld  follow  could  a  continuous 
effect  of  this,  as  well  as  some  other  means  of  treatment,  be 
obtained,  but  the-  expense  and  annoyance,  and  in  many  cases  the 
dread  of  pain  prevent.  The  very  fair  degree  of  success  obtained  in 
treating  the  cases  described  in  this  paper  leads  him  to  believe  that 
in  less  severe  cases  we  may  teel  almost  positive  that  we  can  give 
great  relief ;  indeed,  his  experience  in  private  practice  confirms  that 
belief.  In  a  quite  differeut  class  of  cases  Eucalyptus  will  also  be 
serviceable.  He  refers  to  wojmds  of  the  breast  after  the  removal  of 
tumors.  With  the  increasing  favor  of  the  open  method  of  treat- 
ing such  wounds,  especially  when  the  growth  removed  has  been  of 
a  cancerous  nature,  its  stimuJant  anu  antiseptic  i)ro|)erties  will 
prove  very  acceptable. 


A  Practical  Medical  Examination.— (J//<///y</  LWon/.)— 
The  London  Medical  yeirs  relates  an  instance  in  which  a  candi- 
date was  treated  with  unusual  consideration  by  his  examiners.  R  e- 
quested  by  one  of  the  latt(»r  to  cut  down  on  and  tie  the  subclavian 
artery,  the  candidate  did  as  directed,  but  could  not  at  once  find  the 
vessel.  Irritated,  seemingly,  by  his  failure,  the  examiner  ui  ged  him 
to  "Pick  it  up,  sir;  there  it  is,  right  under  your  nose,*'  and  on  the 
candidate  mildly  suggesting  that  this  particular  structure  was  a 
cord  of  the  brachial  plexus,  the  second  examiner  present  lifted  it 
and  divided  a  nerve.  Examiner  No.  1  then  at  once  repudiated  hav- 
ing called  this  the  artery,  which,  he  affirmed,  was  another  adjacent 
structure.  Proceeding,  therefore,  to  raise  it  and  cut  it  through,  he 
exhibited  it  in  commencing  triumph,  which  quickly  collapseil  as 
another  nerve  appeared  in  Ejection.     The  candidate  was  passed. 
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CoxvALLARiA  Majalis. — (Th^apeidic  Gazetie,) — Dr.  Jiik  (Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Kieff  Med.  Society,  1882,  Fasc.  i),  details  four  eases, 
and  arrives  at  the  following  conclusions : 

1.  The  aqueous  extract  of  convallaria  is  useful  in  nervous  dis- 
turbances of  the  heart's  action. 

2.  It  does  not  give  any  constant  and  positive  results  in  cases 
of  heart  disease  with  disturbed  compensation.  (It  is  well  to  add 
that,  of  the  author's  four  cases,  compensation  was  absent  only  in 
one  patient.) 

3.  It  does  not  increase  the  amount  of  urine.  [Almost  all 
other  observers  state  that  it  does.  See  Prof.  See's.paper  in  the  Bul- 
letin Oen,  de  TheKapeutique,  July  30,  1882,  and  in  the  Brif,  Medical 
Jour.,  February  21,  1883,  p.  368  ;  Bianchi's  in  the  London  Medicai 
Record,  March,  1883,  p.  %o  ;  Troitzky's,  Ibid,  April,  p.  121.  Still 
Dr.  Juk  stands  not  alone  ;  the  diuretic  action  of  convallaria  is  de- 
nied, also,  by  Dr.  Stiller,  in  the  Pester  Med,  Chir,  Presse,  1882,  Nos. 
47  and  4:8.— Rep.'] 

4.  The  heart's  action  becomes  slower  and  more  regular  soon 
after  the  administration  of  a  dose,  and  for  this  refisoa  the  extract  of 
lily  of  the  valley  may  be  used  as  a  temporary  sedative. 

5.  Convallaria  does  not  possess  any  cumulative  action,  neither 
does  it  interfere  with  digestion. 


Philadelphia  Diplomas  in  Avsthajaa.— (Med lad  Record.) — 
The  Rev.  R.  V.  Danne,  of  Melbourne,  stated  that  he  desired  to  be- 
come a  mifcisionary,  and  attended  a  few  lectures  off  and  on  at  the 
Melbourne  Medical  School.  He  then  sailed  for  America,  and  re- 
turned in  nine  mouths  armed  with  a  diploma  from  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  College  in  Philadelphia.  On  the  strength  of  this  he 
sought  registration  as  a  regular  physician,  but  was  rejected.  The 
diploma  was  said  to  have  been  a  gem,  and  couched  in  the  most  won- 
derful Latin. 


The  Oath  which  the  Germax  Midwife  is  Obliged  to  Take 
is  as  follows:  ^'I  swear  by  the  Almighty  and  Alknowing  God, 
that  I  will  practise  the  midwife's  art  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and 
ability,  helping  rich  and  poor  with  equal  readiness.  I  will  conduct 
myself  as  a  true  and  conscientious  midwife.  So  help  me  God." — 
Medical  Record. 


To  Remove  Water  from  Alcohol. — (Medical  Record.) — If 
gelatine  be  suspended  in  ordinary  alcohol  it  will  absorb  the  water; 
but  as  it  is  insoluble  in  alcohol  that  substance  will  remain  behind, 
and  thus  nearly  absolute  alcohol  may  be  obtained  without  distilla- 
tion. 
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THE  FULFILLMENT  OF  PROPHECY.* 

We  make  haste  to  inform  our  allopathic  contemporaries — it  will 
do  them  so  much  ^ood — ttiat  two — yes,  two — homoeopathic  physi- 
cians have  been  recently  converted— or  rather  retroverted— to  Allo- 
pathy. One  is  Dr.  Liliencranz,  of  California,  who,  it  is  said,  has 
applied  for  admission  to  an  allopathic  medical  society,  though  pos- 
sibly for  the  purpose  cf  studying  Homoeopathy  there,  and  the  other 
is  Dr.  S.  0.  L.  Potter,  of  Wisconsin,  who  has  recently  found  em- 
ployment in  writing  books  for  the  shelves  of  a  Philadelphia  allo- 
pathic publisher.  Of  this  latter  gentleman  the  Advance^  in  an- 
nouncing that  he  has  "  gone  back  on  Homoeopathy,"  facetiously 
intimates  that  he  always  did  go  back  on  it,,even  when  he  thought 
he  was  practicing  it. 

We  are  heartily  glad  that  this  thing  has  happened.  Hereto- 
fore, the  changes  between  the  schools  have  been  so  entirely  one- 
sided that  the  business  was  becoming  monotonous.  While  the  two 
gentlemen  above  named  were  preparing  for  their  backward  somer- 
sault into  Allopathy,  probably  more  than  twice  2,000  allopathic  phy- 
sicians have  flopped  over  in  the  opposite  direction.  These  two,  how- 
ever, are  not  the  only  renegades  from  Homoeopathy.  We  remem- 
ber to  have  heard  "  the  fathers  "  who  long  since  passed  away  in  the 
ripeness  of  old  age,  speak  of  another,  who,  from  being  a  very  poor 
homoeopath,  lost  his  balance  and  fell  backwards  into  the  allopathic 
slough,  and  has  been  wallowing  there  ever  since.  That  was  away 
back  in  the  direction  of  the  dark  ages.  His  name  was  Peters — 
same  name  as  the  man  who  ate  his  Master's  loaves  and  fishes,  and 
was  then  scared  by  a  servant  girl  into  swearing  that  he  did  not 
know  him.  This  latter  individual,  however,  came  out  all  right,  and 
boldly  laid  down  his  life  in  defense  of  his  Master's  name  ;  but  when 
the  New  York  man  became  a  renegade,  he  staid  a  renegade.  And 
now  there  are  three  of  them  ;  one  on  either  side  of  a  3,000-mile 
continent  and  one  in  the  middle.  What  company  they  must  be 
for  ftach  other  !  How  lovingly  they  can  see-saw  together — one  on 
each  end  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  and  one  over  its  fulcrum — 
and  sing  in  its  praise,  "  Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds  !" 

Three  desertions — possibly  there  may  have  been  one  or  two 
more  that  we  never  heard  of— in  the  brief  space  of  58  years  ;  re- 
ducing the  number  of  our  practitioners  from  one  to  some  6,000  or 
7,000  !  Thus  the  ancient  prophecies  which  foretold  the  dissolution 
of  Homceopathy  are  rapidly  being  fulfilled. 


Ovariotomy. — Dr.  Lawson  Tait  reports  100  more  cases  of 
ovariotomy  operations,  without  any  of  the  Listerian  details,  and 
only  three  deaths. 


*Hahnemannian. 


1883]  MISCELLANEA.  279 

New  Uses  for  the  Thermometer. — {Medical  Record,) — Dr. 
J.  T.  Welch,  of  Keyport,  N.  J.,  writes:  "Being  called  to  prescribe 
for  a  patie^nt  living  in  the  hills  above  Keyport,  who  had  long  been 
afflicted  with  epilepsy,  and  whos«'  mind  was  now  somewhat  im- 
paired, I  noticed  a  remarkable  pallor  of  countenance,  and  that  the 
surface  of  the  body  was  very  cold  to  the  touch,  so  produced  a  clin- 
ical thermometer  to  ascertain  th^  temperature.  The  young  man 
evidently  tooked  upon  it  as  a  part  of  the  treatment,  and  further 
impressed  by  the  admiring  awe  of  his  relatives,  closed  his  lips  upon 
it  with  as  pious  a  care  as  though  it  had  been  Tyndall's  prayer- 
gauge,  and  speedily  seemed  oblivious  of  all  earthly  things.  So 
rapt  was  he  that  when  I  went  to  withdraw  the  thermometer  he 
gave  a  start  like  one  rudely  assailed.  *How  did  it  affect  you?' 
queried  I.  'Very  wel)  indeed,  he  replied;  'I  think  it  has  made  me 
feel  much  better.'  And  then,  raising  his  hand  with  an  air  of  ben- 
ediction, he  added,  'It  had  such  a  quieting  influence.'  An  hour 
afterward  I  visited  a  young  domestic  in  another  family,  who  was 
convalescing  from  a  mild  attack  of  typhoid  fever,  where  the  tempera- 
ture had  ranged  from  100  to  102  degrees  for  several  davs.  While 
here  I  rplated  the  above  incident  to  her  employers,  who  laughed 
heartily,  but  the  girl,  with  a  look  of  scornful  superiority,  cried  out, 
'Pooh!  he  musn't  ever  have  seen  one  before!  why,  I  have  had  two 
at  a  time  in  my  mouth  and  thought  nothing  of  it.'  'Why  was 
that?' asked  I.  *When  1  was  on  Randall's  Island.'  'Yes,  but 
why?  What  were  two  used  for?'  'Because — because,'  blurted  she 
in  confusion,  'm3'  fever  was  so  high  they  couldn't  tell  it  all  on  one." 


Marriage  akd  Mortality. — (Medical  Record,) — Dr.  William 
Pratt  writes  concerning  this  subject:  "  lake  the  male  sex,  and  it  is 
seen  that  from  25  to  30  years  of  age,  1,000  married  men  furnish  six 
deaths  ;  1,000  bachelors  furnish  10  deaths  ;  1,000  widowers  furnish 

22  dt^aths.  The  figures,  however,  become  very  unfavorable  if  the 
marriage  be  contracted  before  20.  Out  of  8,000  young  men  mar- 
ried before  20,  their  mortality  has  been  found  to  be,  before  marriage, 
only  seven  per  1,000  ;  after  marriage,  50  per  1,000.  With  respect 
to  the  female  sex  we  find  a  similar  advantage  of  marriage  over  ce- 
libacy, but  on  the  same  condition.  If  young  girls  be  turned  into 
wives  before  20  a  like  mortality  befalls  them  which  befalls  the 
other  sex.  Everywhere  young  married  people  from  18  to  20  years 
of  age  die  as  fast  as  old  people  from  60  to  70  years  of  age.  The 
common  sense  and  common  law  of  Western  Europe  have  with  per- 
fect justice  marked  21  as  the  itge  of  maturity.  After  that  epoch, 
however,  marriage  should  be  contracted  as  soon  as  practicable.  It 
is  the  healthiest  and  the  happiest  life  ;  the  best  for  the  individual 
and  for  the  community." 
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THE  MEDICAL  STUDEXTS'  MANUAL  OF  CHEMISTBY. 

By  i?.  A.  WHthuuH,  A.  Jf.,  J/.  IK     Xnr  York:     Wm,   Wood 

<&  Co,,  1883. 

The  writer  is  l^rofessor  of  Chemistry  hikI  Toxicology  in  the 
Universities  of  liiiffiilo,  Vermont,  New  Yoik,  tmd  chemist  to  the 
City  of  Buffalo. 

Omitting  as  far  as  was  practicable  Ihe  parts  of  chemistry 
which  relate  to  processes  of  manufacture,  and  which  are  mainly 
technological,  the  author  has  included  the  parts  of  special  chemis- 
try which  interest  the  practitioner  of  medicine:  hygiene,  physiol- 
ogy, therapeutics  and  toxicology'. 

The  work  is  in  octavo  form,  pp.  370,  cloth,  sixty-one  illustra- 
tions, with  a  /'////  index, 

THE  FATHOLOar  AX  J  J  THE  ATM  EXT  OF  DISEASES 
OE  THE  OVAUIES  (heiiKj  the  IlnMmgs  E^ sen/  for  1873). 
By  L(nrs(pn  Ttif.  F.  7?.   C.  S.,  Kdin,  (ntd   Eny.    Xew  York: 

Willianf  Wood  ({'•  Co, 

This  is  the  tonrth  edition  (rewritten  aud  greatly  enlarged)  of 
a  deserv(?dly  popular  book.  The  first  edition  appeared  ten  years 
ago.  Many  statements  were  made  then  which  the,  profession  were 
not  prepared  to  receive.  The  test  ot  experience  has  demonstrated 
the  correctness  of  the  author's  teaching,  and  tiie  present  work  re- 
cords the  advances  made. 

A  GUIDE  TO  AMEIUCAX  MEDICAL  STUDENTS  IN 
EUMOFE.  liy  Henry  Iliin^  M,  />.,  Lerfnrer  <>n  Diseases  of 
the  Xerv(Hfs  System  in  the  Albany  Mrdieul  College.  New 
York:     Wiltimn  Wood  d'  Co, 

A  large  number  of  our  American  graduates  go  to  the  old  coun- 
tries to  complete  their  medical  education.  But  few  oi  them  have 
any  very  accurate  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  methods  of  instrue- 
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that  are  pursued  in  the  diflTerent  colleges  of  either  England,  France 
or  Germany.  This  book  has  been  designed  to  furnish  reliable  in- 
formation, and  fully  meets  the  purpose. 

THERAPEUTIC  HANDBOOK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  PHAR- 
MACOPCBIA.  By  Robert  T.  E(l€,%  A.  B.,  M,  D,  New  York:  Wm. 
Wood  &  Co.    Price,  $3  50. 

This  work  furnishes  a  condensed  statement  of  the  physiological 
"and  toxic  action,  medicinal  value,  methods  of  administration  and 
doses  of  the  drugs  and  prepj^rations  in  the  United  States  Pharma- 
copoeia, wiih  some  remarks  upon  unofficinal  preparations. 

THE  ROLLER  BANDAGE,  By  ^Vm,  Barton  Hopkim,  M,  D.  Phila- 
delphia :    J.  B,  Lippincott  cD  Co.,  1883. 

Seventy-three  illustrations  are  given.  These  Avere  made  thus: 
Each  bandage  was  applied  to  a  living  model,  and  whenever  the 
roller  pursued  a  curve  which  was  the  cause  of  any  uncertainty  with 
the  students,  it  was  at  once  photographed.  In  this  way  the  intri- 
cate cour&e  traversed  by  the  roller,  in  the  most  complex  dressing, 
is  made  plain. 

THE  LA  W  OF  SIMILARS.    lis  Dosage  and  the  Action  of  Attenimted 

Medicines,    By  C.  Wesselhoeft,  M,  !>.,  Professor  of  Pathology  and 

Therapeutics  in  the  Boston   University  School  of  Medicine.    Boston 

and  Providenc:    Otis  Clapp  d-  Son,  1883.    12  mo,  j^P-  "l*  floth. 

This  little  work  presents  in  a  condensed  form  the  substance  of 

several  supplementary  lectures  which  were  delivered  at  the  Boston 

University,  1882-3.     The  author  agrees  with  one  of  our  colleagues 

in  limiting  the  curative  action  of  remedies  to  the  tenth  or  eleventh 

centesimal. 

ANNALS  OF  THE  BRITISH  HOMiEOPATHIC  SOCIETY;  and  of 
the  London  Hotntfopatliic  Hospital.  London :  Truhner  &  Co,^  1883. 
These  Annals  are  published  in  half-yearly  parts  at  2s.  6d.  each, 
and  are  well  worth  the  price  charged.  [The  amount  can  be  sent 
by  international  postal  order  from  any  of  the  cities  of  the  United 
States.] 

The  issues  of  this  year  contain  cases  of  Pseudo-paraplegia,  Dr. 
Edward  Blake.  Twelve  cases  of  Typhoid  fever,  showing  the  re- 
sults of  treatment  with  and  without  Baptisia,  by  Dr.  J.  G.  Black- 
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ley,  with  a  very  interesting  discussion.    Pathogeneses  of  the  Acids^ 
Relation  of  Mercury  to  Iritis,  etc.,  etc. 

TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  HOMCBOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  for  the  year  1883.  Havanar 
N,  Y. :  L,  E.  Keyser  &  Co, 

A  paper-cover  royal  octavo  of  301  pages,  crowded  with  good 
things.  As  much  matter  as  we  generally  get  in  an  octavo  of  500 
pp.,  and  of  better  quality  than  the  average  of  our  books.  A  very 
fine  paper  by  S.  H.  Talcott,  M.  D.,  Superintendent  of  the  New 
York  Asylum  at  Middleton,  has  been  reprinted  in  the  Homeopathic 
World  and  New  York  Medical  Times ^  but  it  should  be  still  more 
largely  published,  and  we  think  that  a  large  portion  of  it  should  be 
prepared  for  more  general  circulation  among  non-professional  per- 
sons.    The  title  to  this  paper  is,  *'Sleep  without  Narcotics." 

THE  CONTINENT  WEEKL  Y  MAGAZINE,  Onr  Continent  PublisTi- 
ing  Company,  Philadelphia,  33  South  Eleventh  street ;  New  York^ 
23  Park  Row.    ^per  year. 

The  Continent  is  now  in  its  fourth  year,  under  the  editorial 
charge  of  Albion  W.  Tourgee.  It  is  one  of  the  best  journals  we 
receive  ;  ably  edited,  finely  illustrated  and  well  printed.  The  only 
thing  that  we  think  unfitting  is  the  cover,  but  as  that  is  thrown 
aside  in  binding  it  is  of  small  consequence.  We  think  it  a  pity  to 
put  such  rich  engravings  (new  every  week)  as  appear  on  the  covera 
in  the  company  of  such  ill-shaped  letters ;  some,  however,  may 
suppose  that  the  cuts  show  all  the  better  by  such  contrast.  As  we 
write  this  some  one  looks  over  our  shoulder  and  says  :  "  The  cover 
is  beautiful.     The  magazine  is  excellent  in  every  particular." 

DR.  BIO  LEWIS'  MONTHLY,  82  50  ^yer  year.  New  York:  Clark 
Bros,,  68  and  09  Bible  House, 

Dio  Lewis  is  a  popular  writer  and  well  qualified  to  present  a 
very  readable  magazine.  The  article  on  p.  303  of  the  October  No.^ 
on  "The  Check-Rein,"  is  full  of  good  common  sense,  and  is  com- 
mended to  all  our  readers.  We  consider  the  check-rein  cruel  and 
absurd  and  we  hope  it  will  be  abandoned.  Dr.  Lewis  Lewis  should 
follow  on  the  barbarity  of  blinkers  and  blinders. 
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DETROIT  EVENING  JOURNAL.    An  afternoon  paper  published  by 
the  Evening  Journal  Company,  48  Larned  street  west,  Detroit,  Lloyd 
Brezee,  editor;  C,  C,  Ptzckard,  business  manager. 
This  paper  has  reached  its  fiftieth   number.     It's   first  issue 

gave  promise  of  success  which   has  not   been  disappointed.    It 

grows  in  favor  every  week,  and  deserves  still   greater  popularity. 

It  is  bright,  spirited  and  pure. 

THE  MEDICAL  ERA.    f^ross  &  Delbridge,  Chicago,  Ills,,  Vol. 

I.  No.  /,  July,  lfi83.    $3.00  per  annum. 

This  new  candidate  for  professional  favor  is  a  32-page  monthly, 
printed  in  double  columns,  edited  by  T.  D.  Williams,  M.  D.  It  has 
a  fine  lot  of  contributors  and  gives  promise  of  usefulness. 

THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  REVIEW 

For  November,  by  the  liveliness  and  by  the  sterling  worth  of 
the  articles  it  contains,  satisfies  the  requirements  of  the  most  ex- 
acting reader.  Senator  H.  B.  Anthony  writes  of  "Limited  Sufifer- 
age  in  Rhode  Island.'^  Dr.  Norvin  Green,  President  of  the  West- 
ern Union  Company,  in  an  article  entitled  ''The  Government  and 
the  Telegraph,"  cites  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
and  the  determinations  of  the  Supreme  Court  which  appear  to  de- 
bar the  general  government  from  assuming  the  management  of  the 
telegraph  lines.  The  Rev.  David  N.  Otter  brings  out  from  obliv- 
ion the  record  of  certain  alleged  atrocious  crimes  of  ''John  Brown 
of  Osawatomie."  There  are  two  scientific  articles,  namely,  *'Solar 
Physics,"  by  Prof.  Balfour  Stewart;  and  ''Modern  Explosives,"  by 

Gen.  John  Newton.  W.  H.  Mallock  contributes  "Conversations 
with  a  Solitary.  In  "Suggestions  in  Regard  to  the  Public  Ser- 
vice," Green  B.  Raum  offers  certain  facts  going  to  prove  that  the 
clerks  and  other  employes  of  the  government  departments  at 
Washington,  even  before  the  passage  of  the  Civil  l^ervice  act,  were 
in  the  main  both  faithful  and  efficient.  Finally,  **Dr.  Hammond's 
Estimate  of  Woman"  is  reviewed  by  Mrs.  Lillie  Devereux  Blake, 
Miss  Nina  Morais,  Mrs.  Sara  A.  Underwood  and  Dr.  Clemence  S. 
Lozier.  Fifty  cents  a  copy;  $5  a  year.  Published  at  30  Lafayette 
Place,  and  sold  by  newsdealers  generally. 
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ALBERT  LODGE,  M.  T).,    DETROIT,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 

MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  NORTHERN  NEW  YORK. 

• 

This  society  held  its  thirty-second  annual  meeting  in  the  Citv 
Hall,  Albany,  October  IT,  1883.  The  President,  Dr.  P.  W.  Mull, 
of  Ghent,  Columbia  County,  opened  the  meeting  promptly  at  half- 
past  ten  o'clock,  with  a  few  timely  and  pertinent  remarks. 

There  were  present  in  attendance  physicians  and  members  of 
the  society  residing  in  the  counties  of  Albany,  Columbia,  Rensse- 
laer, Washington,  Saratoga,  Mont2:omery  and  Greene. 

The  following  reports,  papers  and  communications  were  pre- 
sented, read  and  accepted  for  publication  : 

The  report  of  the  Secretary,  Dr.  H.  M.  Paine,  setting  forth 
the  importance  of  increasing  the  prestige  and  influence  of  the  so- 
ciety, and  pointing  out  the  methods  to  be  employed  for  securing 
these  ends. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  showing  receii)ts  $40  and  ex- 
penditures e?65. 

The  report  of  fche  committee  on  drug  proving,  in  which  the 
desirability  of  pursuing  original  investigations  in  this  department 
was  strongly  advocated. 

A  highly  interesting  and  instructive  lecturC;  illustrating  the 
method  of  examining  sputa  and  secretions  containing  bacteria,  par- 
ticularly tbe  bacillus  of  phthisis,  by  Dr.  William  Hailes,  of  Albany. 

A  paper  entitled  "  Common  Sense  in  Therapeutics,"  in  which 
two  natural  methods  of  cure  were  described,  either  the  destruction 
of  germs,  by  large  doses  of  medicine,  or  the  removal  of  the 
constitutional  diathesis  by  comparatively  small  doses,  by  Dr.  George 
E.  Gorham,  of  Albany. 

A  paper  on  the  ''Inoperative  Status  of  the  Old  Code,*'  and  ad- 
vocating the  largest  liberty  of  medical  opinion  and  action  in  all 
medical  matters,  by  Dr.  C.  J.  Farley,  of  Fort  Edward. 

A  minute  description  of  the  history  of  a  Ciise  of  acute  ophthal- 
mia of  more  than  usual  severity  and  obstinacy,  by  Dr.  George  S. 
Munson,  of  Albany. 

A  paper  describing  at  length  the  history  and  treatment  of  a 
similar  case  of  ophthalmia,  by  Dr.  George  S.  Norton,  of  Brooklyn. 

A  paper  entitled  *'  Post-Partum  Treatment,"  in  which  indica- 
tions for  remedies  found  serviceable  in  an  experience  of  eighteen 
years  were  succinctly  stated,  by  Dr.  E.  Hasbrouck,  of  Brobklyii. 


1883J  COLLEGES,  SOCIETIES,  ETC.  385 

The  following  were  reported  by  Dr.  C  J.  Farley,  ot  Fort  Ed- 
ward : 

A  case  of  pleuro  pneumonia ;  an  obstinate  ease  of  crusta  lac- 
tea  ;  a  case  of  sciatica  ;  a  case  of  phlegmonous  erysipelas  ;  a  case  of 
Euerperal  fever  ;  a  case  of  cardiac  drops}' :  a  ca.st»  of  scirrhus  of  the 
ladder  ;  a  case  of  nursing  sore  mouth  ;  a  case  of  ?<iek  headache  ; 
cases  of  malarial  fever. 

A  pap6r  entitled  '*  Mercurins  cor.  in  the  Treatment  of  Albu- 
minuria," by  Dr.  E.  Hasbrouck,  of  Brooklyn. 

A  paper. entitled  "  Ante-Partum  Treatment,"  which  contained 
many  useful  and  practical  suggestions  relative  to  the  treatment  of 
diseases  and  conditions  frequently  met  with  in  practice,  by  Dr.  H, 
M.  Dayfoot,  ot  Rochester. 

A  paper  on  epidemic  malarial  fever  in  Saratoga  and  Schenec- 
tady  Counties,  by  Dr.  W.  E.  Rogers,  of  Rexford  Plats. 

A  paper  on  "  Hot  water  and  the  rubber  bandage  in  sprains,  in- 
juries and  chronic  inflammation  of  the  joints,''  by  Dr.  M.  ().  Terry, 
ot  Utica. 

A  paper  on  the  use  of  "Hypericum  perforatum  in  the  treat- 
ment of  headache  and  spinal  irritation,"  by  Dr.  (leorge  E.  (jorham, 
of  Albany. 

A  description  of  a  case  of  fibroid  tumor  aud  of  the  operation 
for  its  removal,  by  Dr.  H.  S.  Paine,  of  Albany. 

A  brief  outline  of  the  pathology  of  pneumonia,  with  a  criti- 
cism of  its  treatment,  as  recommended  by  Bartholow  and  others, 
in  which  is  pointed  out,  from  a  physiological  point  of  view,  the 
danger  arising  from  the  immoderate  use  of  opium  and  quinine,  |  ar- 
ticularly  of  the  latter  in  cases  of  bronchial  and  pulmonary  con- 
gestion and  inflammation,  by  Dr.  M.  ().  Terry,  of  IJtica. 

A  case  of  varicose  ulcer,  by  Dr.  W.  W.  FVench,  of  Ballstou. 

Dr.  A.  P.  HoUett,  of  Havana  ;  Dr.  H.  M.  J)ayfoot,  of  Roches- 
ter, and  Dr.  E.  Hasbrouck,  of  lirooklyn,  were  elected  to  honorary 
membership. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Milbank,  of  Albany  :  Dr.  A.  C.  Hanor,  of  Chatham; 
Dr.  A.  D.  Lillindall,  of  Fort  Edward,  and  Dr.  Lewi^\  of  Fort  Ed- 
ward, were  elected  to  membership  in  the  society. 

The  oflicers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  are  :  President,  Dr. 
C.  M.  Mosher,  of  Easton  ;  Vice  President,  Dr.  C.  J.  Harley,  of  Fort 
Edward  ;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Dr.  H.  L.  Waldo,  t)f  West  Troy. 

A  resolution  was  adopted,  providing  f(»r  holding  meetings  of  the 
society  on  the  flrst  Wednesday  in  May,  at  Troy  ;  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  August,  at  Saratoga^  and  on  the  flrst  Wednesday 
in  October,  at  Albany,  the  time  and  place  t )  be  changed,  if  necessa- 
ry, by  tht  Secretary. 
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.  Teadhng  Schools  for  Skilled  Nueses. — {Philadelphia  Pu6- 
lic  Ledger,) — At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 

the  Children's  Homoeopathic  Hospital  of  Philadelphia,  on  October 
1, 1883,  the  report  of  the  Resident  Physician  showed  that  the  num- 
ber of  applications  for  admission  had  been  steadily  increasing  for 
some  time  ;  that  during  the  past  month  1,085  out  patients  had 
been  treated. 

An  important  department  has  just  been  inaugurated  by  the 
Medical  Board — a  homoeopathic  training  school  for  skilled  nurses. 

Among  the  principal  features  are  a  course  of  lectures  on  the 
various  duties  of  a  nurse  to  her  patient,  the  family,  and  the  phy- 
sician, the  general  management  of  the  sick  of  all  kinds,  infants, 
children  and  adults.  General  medical  and  surgical  nursing  will 
be  taught,  together  with  a  course  in  diatetics,  and  the  preparation 
of  food  for  the  sick,  the  proper  kind  of  food  to  select,  and  the  gen- 
eral rules  to  be  observed  in  administering  food  or  medicines.  A 
general  knowledge  of  hygiene  will  be  instilled,  and  a  sufficient 
course  in  anatomy  and  physiology  will  also  be  taught,  while  the 
nurse  herself  will  be  obliged  to  receive  a  practical  training  in  the 
wards  of  the  hospital,  in  which  she  must  serve  six  months  of  each 
year  of  the  instruction  course.  Certificates  are  only  given  after  an 
examination  in  which  she  must  show  a  sufficient  proficiency  both 
in  general  education  as  a  nurse,  as  well  as  in  the  practical  work 
and  training  of  a  skilled  nurse. 

The  course  will  begin  the  first  week  in  November,  and  all 
wishing  to  enter  will  present  their  names,  addresses  and  recom- 
mendations to  the  Resident  Physician,  Dr.  J.  P.  Iliff,  914  North 
Broad  street,  on  or  before  November  1. 

The  Medical  Board  made  the  following  appointments  of  lec- 
turers in  the  new  Training  School  for  Nurses  : 

1.  Chair  embodying  lectures  on  the  Duties  of  the  Nurse — ^her 
relation  to  the  patient,  to  the  family  and  the  physician  ;  the  man- 
agement of  infants  and  children,  Aug.  Korndoerfer,  M.  D. 

2.  Chair  of  Surgical  and  Medical  Nursing — dietetics  and  san- 
itary care  of  the  patient  and  surroundings,  Bushrod  VV.  James,  M. 
D. 

3.  Chair  of  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  General  Hygiene,  Clar- 
ence Bartlett,  M.  D. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Farrington  has  been  appointed  to  deliver  a  prelimi- 
nary lecture  to  the  course,  to  which  those  interested  in  a  training 
school  for  nurses  will  be  invited. 

,  The  Medical  Board  decided  further  to  admit  to  the  lectures 
mothers  of  families  and  othei\  ladies  who  wish  to  hear  the  instruc- 
tion without  desiring  to  become  nurses.  Such  individuals  may  ob- 
tain cards  of  admission  by  application  to  the  MLedical  B<)ard,  or  at 
the  hospital  about  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  course. 
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GosEWiCH. — September  22, 1883,  at  his  residence,  Wilmington, 
Del.,  E.  W.  Gosewich,  M.  D.,  aged  45  years. 

Homer. — August  25,  at  his  residence  m  Germantown,  Pa., 
Horace  Homer,  M.  D.,  aged  42  years. 

Marsden. — We  are  deeply  grieved  to  hear  of  the  death  of  one 
of  our  most  esteemed  colleagues.  The  editors  of  the  Hahnemann-^ 
tan  Monthly  say: 

Dr.  J.  H  Marsden,  one  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  our 
State,  died  at  his  home,  at  York  Sulphur  Springs,  on  August  27, 1883. 
Dr.  Marsden  was  born  near  New  Oxford,  Adams  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Septem- 
ber 25,  1803.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  country  schools. 
He  afterwards  prosecuted  his  studies  in  the  Gettysburg  Academy, 
under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Cornelius  Davis  and  Rev.  David  McCon- 
oughey.  In  1823  he  entered  Dickinson  College,  Pa.,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1825.  For  jears  he  followed  the  ministry,  but  his 
vocal  organs  failing  him,  he  took  up  the  study  of  ml^icine  and 
graduated  at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College.  In  1841)  he  carefully 
tested  Homoeopathy,  and  with  results  which  finally  converted  him. 
Dr.  Marsden's  contributions  to  our  literature  have  alwavs  been  val- 
uable.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  the  meetings  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Society,  of  which  he  wjis  always  a  prominent  figure. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Bureau  of  Gyn- 
aecology. 

When  Dr.  Price  retired  from  the  editorship  of  the  obstetrical 
department  of  this  journal  Dr.  Marsden  assumed  it  and  did  us 
good  service.  He  was  a  prudent  practitioner  and  a  careful  writer. 
We  mourn  his  loss.     Who  will  fill  his  place? 
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Foster.— Prof.  11.  M.  Foster,  M.  D.,  the  newly  elected  President  of 
the  Chicago  Homceopathic  College  gave  the  address  at  the  opening  of 
the  college. 

Fellger.— Adolph  Fellger,  M.  D.,  an  eminent  physician  of  Phila- 
delphia, after  30  years*  practice,  ventured  to  take  a  yacation  last  July, 
going  to  Europe  by  the  Elbe  for  Bremen. 

Hawley.— H.  W.  Hawley,  M.  D.,  has  removed  from  Toledo,  O.,  to 
Cincinnati,  0.,  where  he  will  practice  in  connection  with  M.  M.  Eaton» 
,M.  D^  at  120  West  Seventh  street. 

Orme. — We  are  much  grieved  to  hear  of  a  very  sad  accident  which 
befel  our  friend  Dr.  F.  H.  Orme,  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  oii  the  22d  of  October^ 
On  that  day  he  w^as  trying  a  new  horse  with  a  view  to  purchasing. 
He  w^as  riding  in  his  top  buggy,  and  w^as  being  driven  by  a  small  negro 
boy.  Driving  near  a  man  who  was  niovins:  some  barrels,  one  of  the 
barrels  fell,  and  the  horse  shied  and  dashed  oil*.  The  Doctor  snatched 
the  reins  from  the  small  boy  and  endeavored  to  check  the  horse,  the  an- 
imal by  that  time  having  begun  to  plunge  and  rear  at  a  fearful  rate. 
In  trying  to  check  him  one  of  the  reins  broke.  Finding  himself  free 
the  horse  became  more  furious,  and  lunged  and  kicked.  The  boy  sprang 
from  the  buggy,  which  almost  immediately  was  thrown  over  on  its  side 
and  torn  to  pieces.  When  it  fell  over  Dr.  ( )rme  fell  under  it.  The  horse 
kicked  loose  and  dashed  up  the  street  for  a  (luarter  of  a  mile,  where  he 
was  caught.  The  boy  went  for  assistance,  leaving  the  Doctor  lying  in 
the  mud  and  rain,  with  both  arms  broken  above  tTie  elbows  and  a  bruise 
upon  his  liiiehead.  The  family  of  Prof.  Ware  came  to  Dr.  Orme's  res- 
cue, but  tWy  were  unable  to  move  him  on  account  of  the  great  pain 
which  he  endured,  and  he  staid  in  the  rain  fully  twenty  minutes.  At 
length  he  was  placed  upon  a  mattress,  then  in  a  delivery  wagon,  and 
was  carried  to  his  home  on  ].uckie street.  Dr.  Westmoreland,  Dr.  Dan 
Howell,  Dr.  Schley  and  Dr.  Manahann,  Dr.  Ornib's  partner,  were  sum- 
moned. Thev  made  an  examination,"  and  found  his  injuries  to  be  as 
state^l  above.  The  bruise  on  his  forehead  was  ]»ronouncecl  of  little 
conseciuence.  but  his  broken  arms  gave  him  intense  pain,  and  <luringthe 
eveniuif  he  was  exceedincfly  nervous.  Jle,  however,  imuIiuv*!  xUo.  setting 
of  his  limbs  with  great  fortitude. 

We  have  the  sincerest  sympathy  for  Dr.  ().  in  his  alttiction,  and  trust 
he  will  be  completely  restored. 

Small.— The  venerable  A.  K.  Small,  M.  D.,  delivered  an  address  of 
welcome  to  the  175  students  who  came  to  the  Ilahnemmn  College  (Chi- 
cago) opening.  September  25. 


UKMOVALS. 

Clk(^kli:v,  Dr.  F.  ^^.  from  Montgomery  to  Selma,  Alabama. 
Kltnk,  Dr.  D.  C..  from  Sunbur}',  Pa.,  to  Columbia,  Pa. 
MiKssLKK,  Dr.  ('.  F.  ().,  from  (.hicago  to  Crete,  Will  Co.,  Ills. 
RouTH,  Dr.  Ceo.  K.,  from  Austin,  Texas,  to  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
8TOUY,  Dr.  \.  v.,  from  livnn  to  Boston,  Mass. 
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HOMCEOPATHIC    PUBLICATIONS: 


SrPPLIKI)   FROM   OFFK^K   OF   AMKRICAX   OKSKKVKR,   PONTIAC,    MICH. 

The  net  prices  given  are  20  to  25  per  cent,  discount  from  Publishers*  rates 

postage  included.    Wlien  sent  by  express  10  per  cent,  will  be  deducted  from 

the  net  prices  by  mail.    All  remittances  to  be  made  by  postal  money 

orders,  American  Express  money  orders,  or  in  Registered  letters. 

American  OTaaerver — back  volumes,  since  1864— by  mail,  prepaid  ,  .  .  .   .  80 

Annual  Eecord — Raue.    Out  of  print.    One  set  for  sale  at  per  vol,  net  .   .  68  00 

3rain  &  Eye — i>r.  C.  P.  Hart  on  Diseases  of  the  Hrain  «&  Eye,  j?3  r>0;    net  .  «  50 

Blight's  Difleaae— What  is  Hright's  Disease.    Pancoast,  31 90 

Children — Diseases  of  Infants  and  Children    W.  A.  Edmonds,  )&2  50;  net  .  2  14 

Feeding  and  management  Infants  and  Children,  Dunca  n,  i^JJ;    iiei  .   .  2  50 

Oonstipaticn— Bernard  <fc  Strong's  Homoeopathic  Treatment,  31  50;  net.   .  l  85 

Consumption— Brigham  on    l*hthisis,  32  OO;     net i  72 

Burt  on  Therapeutics  of  Tuberculosis 2  00 

Is  it  Contagious y    Clapp,   75c;    net (jT) 

Consumption:  symptoms,  signs,  causes,  treatment,  Ruddock,  50c;  net ,  80 

Coughs  and  their  cure,  Shuldham,  3l  75.    Net  .   '.'  .   .   .    .   .   .    .   .'  .  i  50 

Consumption  curable,  Meyhoffej,  25c.    XeL  .   ..............  I'O 

llerschell's   Principal  C'ough   Remedies 25- 

Dietetic— Essentials  of  Diet,  Ruddock,   l  25;  net 1  10  • 

What  Shall  I  eat,  (ratchell,  75c;  net .54; 

Diphtheria— l->r.  W.  Morgan  oil  diphtheria,  etc.,  .Si  00:  net 00; 

CollecUve  Invesligaliun  of  Diphtheria  (Allop.)  . 75' 

Dr.  Gi^hme  Therapeutics  ol:,  ()0c;  net. .       /  .  50' 

Domestic  Works — Caspari*s  Domestic  I^hysician,  net  . 90- 

Douglas'  Practical  Homoeopathy,  50;  net ,  :^o  ■ 

Family    Practice  compiled  from  Standard  works,  31  00;  net  .  ...  90; 

Eaton's  Domestic  Practice;  Illustrated.   . "• .  .   .   .   .  .   .  ?,  oO  ■ 

Freligh's  Pocket  Manual 75 

Hering's  Domestic  Physician 2  (5o  * 

Hill's  Ilomoiopathic  Epitome,  .50c;  net 45 

Johnson's  (xuide  to   Homteopathic  J^ractice,  -32;  net 1  80  . 

Laurie  <S:McClatchey's  Domestic,  35;  net .   .  4  ;^2  • 

Lodge's  (xuide  to  use  of  0  leading  remedies  (per  dozen  .31).   ....  10 

Lodge's  Traveller's  Guide  to  use  of  12  leading  remedies  (per  doz.  31  25)  20 

Lodge's  Domestic  Guide  to  use  of  24  remedies  (per  dozen,  31  50)  ...  25 

Lodge  on  Cholera,  25c;  net 15 

Moore's  supplement  on  anatomy,  medical  terms,  etc.,  net 75 

:          Ockfords' hand  book  of  hom.  practice, -32  50;  net 2  25 

Pope's  medical  hand  ])ook  for  mothers,  3l  50;  net 1  25 

Ruddock's  Stepping  Stones  to  Homoiopathy,  75c;  net .  65 

Buddock's  Text  l^ook  on  Homoiopathic  Practice,  38;  net 7  iK)  : 

Sherrill's  Domestic  Practice,  31  .50;  net 1  iX) 

Shuldhain's   Family  Ilomoeopathist,  00c;  net 40; 

'.  Doctor  "Woman— Poem  (illu.strated)  Aiken  Hart,  25c;  net 20 

'  Eye  Diseases— Angell  on  Diseases  of  Eye,  33;  net '  .   .  2  52 

Hart  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  32  pO;  net 2  00 

Norton's  Ophthalmic  Therapeutics,  32  50;  net 2  15 

Vilas  on  Spectacles  and  how  to  nse  them,  31;  net j*o  • 

Electricity  in  Surgery,  Dr.  John  Butler,  31;  net ...  .  :  .  .  .  .•.•.'./  86 

Electricity,  natnre  and  forms,  Boyce,  00c:  net .........  ,^  .   .  40* 

,  Ear  Diseases— Winslow  on  Human  Ear  ij^ndlts  Diseases,  $4  5«;  net .  .  .  .  3  80^ 

(;.      UeJps  to  Hpar,^bv  .J,  Ar  <,i(iilliML  jac;. net .«.....,  .. .,  ^»-.>.^....^...  -  ..  4U^ 
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SANITARY  NOTES.-By  the  Editor. 

Tenement  Houses  in  Chicago. — According  to  the  recent 
report  of  the  special  committee  of  the  Citizens'  Association  of 
Chicago,  it  has  been  discovered  that  40,000  Scandinavians  are 
crowded  into  one  portion  of  the  city,  15,000  Poles  and  20,000  Bo- 
hemians into  another,  and  4,500  Italians  live  in  absolute  filth. 
Their  food  is  of  the  worst  description.  The  Americans,  Germans, 
English  and  Irish,  as  a  rule,  were  found  living  in  comfortable  and 
clean  apartments.  The  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  large  six 
and  seven-story  tenement  houses,  perfect  in  their  sanitary  manage- 
ment, should  be  constructed  by  large  business  firms  for  the  use  of 
their  employes. 

Col.  Waring  on  Plumbing  and  Drainage. — At  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Social  Science  Association,  Col.  Waring  had 
a  few  words  to  say  on  this  subject,   of  which  he  is  a  master. 

"  Security  in  house  drainage  was  a  synonym  for  simplicity. 
Architects  must  take  an  immediate  and  direct  control  of  so  much 
of  the  plumbing  as  relates  to  the  removal  of  waste  matters.  The 
waste  pipe  should  be  of  such  material  and  so  constructed  that  it 
will  carry  away  all  water  which  reaches  it ;  its  joints  mnsjj  be  secure 
against  the  leakage  of  air  as  well  as  water  ;  its  atmosphere  must 
be  in  constant  circulation.  As  with  the  waste  pipe,  so  with  the 
receptacles  and  connecting  pipes.  The  watchword  of  our  best 
present  movement  is  the  word  "flush;"  use  water  in  the  most  effect- 
ive way.  A  perfect  system  of  drain aa:e  and  water  supply  is  one  by 
which  not  a  drop  of  water  is  permitted  to  flow  at  ordinary  times, 
and  there  are  only  occasional  dashes  of  several  gallons  through  the 
waste  pipes.  Either  by  a  permanent  and  secure  water  seal  of  good 
depth,  or  by  some  mechanical  obstacles  to  the  return   ot  the  air  in 
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the  drain,  the  air  from  the  soil  pipe  must  in  all  cases  be  shut  oft 
from  that  of  the  house  interior.  A  stationary  washstand  in  a  bed- 
room, having  a  short  and  well-flushed  connection  with  the  soil 
pipe,  ne^d  never  be  objected  to.  A  connection  by  a  pipe  20  or  30 
feet  in  length  should  always  be  avoided.  An  abundant  supply  of 
water  at  one  convenient  place  on  each  floor  is  preferable  to  a  sup- 
ply to  each  bed-room.  In  large  houses,  with  water  closets  far  dis- 
tant from  each  other,  each  sliould  have  an  independent  soil  pipe; 
at  the  same  time  one  water  closet  is  l)etter  than  two,  if  it  will  af- 
ford reasonable  convenience.  The  fewer  bath  tubs  the  better.  If 
we  can  get  rid  of  lateral  waste  pipes  longer  than  are  needed  for 
the  connection  of  the  most  distant  fixture  in  a  bath-room,  there 
vnll  be  a  sufficient  change  of  air  in  the  pipes,  resulting  from  their 
open  connection  with  a  thoroughly  ventilated  soil  pipe.  The  vent- 
ing of  water-sealed  traps  is  unsatisfactory.  Allow  the  use  of  no 
trap  in  a  position  which  is  not  in  full  view  whenever  the  fixture  is 
used,  excepting  perhaps  traps  on  kitchen  or  laundry  wastes.  No 
trap  should  be  used  under  a  water  closet  except  in  the  bowl  itself, 
or  in  the  outlet,  in  plain  sight  of  the  bowl.  Slop  hoppers  and 
urinals  should  be  abandoned,  water  closets  serving  the  purpose  of 
both.  The  waste  from  sinks  should  be  retained  in  a  mass  until  a 
considerable  quantity  is  accumulated  and  the  greasy  contents 
chilled,  thus  securing  a  strong  flushing  volume,  sufficient  to  carry 
it  all  out  of  the  drain.  The  soil  pipe  should  l)e  in  full  view  its 
whole  length,  the  pipe  passing  tightly  through  floors.  Earthen- 
ware pipes  should  never  be  used  inside  the  house  walls.  All  house 
builders  should  provide  an  abundant  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water 
at  least  on  two  floors  ;  if  possible  on  all  floors.  All  water  closets, 
wash  bowls  and  baths  should  be  rejected  from  all  bed-rooms,  or 
closets  opening  into  them,  all  being  concentrated  in  one  or  more 
bath-rooms  on  each  floor.  The  location  of  the  bath-room  should 
be  against  an  outside  wall,  for  light  and  ventilation.  The  frequent 
position  of  the  bath-room,  between   the  front   and  rear  bed-rooms, 

opening  into  one  or  both,  and  into  the  hall,  is  probably  the  worst 

that  could  be  devised.'' 
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The  New  Sanitary  Laws  in  Manitoba. — The  executiou  of  the 
new  code  of  sanitary  laws  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  •*  Agriculture,  Statistics  and  Health.*"  A  physician  may  be 
appointed  to  act  as  the  Provincial  Health  Superintendent.  (It 
seems  to  us  that  the  word  may  should,  in  this  instance,  be  changed 
to  must,)  This  SuperinJ^^endent  is  to  see  that  the  health  laws  are 
enforced,  the  hospitals  and  charities  inspected,  and  investigations 
undertaken  in  cases  of  sickness.  He  shall  also  give  sanitary  advigg 
to  the  departments,  and  distribute  suitable  literature.  Quarantine 
power  is  given  to  the  authorities.  A  rather  novel  provision  is  the 
-ordinance  requiring  persons  suffering  with,  or  recently  recovered 
from,  a  contagious  disease,  before  entering  any  public  conveyance, 
to  inform  the  driver  or  conductor  of  their  condition  ;  and  if  the 
entrance  into  the  vehicle  be  made,  it  shall  be  disinfected  satisfacto- 
rily before  others  be  permitted  to  enter.  The  spirit  which  prompted 
this  regulation  is  commendable,  but  we  fail  to  see  ho^v  it  can  be 
-carried  out.  Too  much — everything  in  fact — is  left  to  the  honesty 
or  dishonesty  of  the  public  officials. 

Cooling  a  Room.— The  composing-room  of  the  New  Orleans 
Picayune  is  cooled  by  the  following  arrangement  :  A  vertical 
wooden  box  was  constructed  in  a  cornei  of  the  room,  with  openings 
at  the  upper  and  lower  ends  ;  at  the  top  a  water-supply  was  insert- 
ed with  a  rose  nozzle,  which  formed  a  spray" in  the  box,  the  water 
being  carried  away  from  the  bottom  of  the  box  by  a  drip  pan  and 
drain.  The  movement  of  the  water  was  found  to  cause  an  active 
circulation  of  the  air  in  the  room.  The  air  entering  the  shaft  at 
the  top  at  a  temperature  of  96  ®  came  out  at  the  bottom  cooled  to 
a  temperature  of  74:®,  while  the. temperature  of  the  water-supply 
was  84  <=' . 

An  Easy  Test  for  Atmospheric  Purity. — Under  this  cap- 
tion the  Sanitary  News  says  :  "At  the  Berlm  Hygienic  Exposition 
there  is  on  exhibition  a  simple  apparatus  for  detecting  carbonic  acid 
gas  in  the  air  of  rooms,  mines,  etc.  The  instrument  consists  of  a 
rubber  ball  with  a  small  glavSs  neck  inserted  and  a  common  reaction 
glass,  which  is  filled  with  lime-water.     The  ball  is  compressed,  and 
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inflates  with  the  air  of  the  room,  which  is  discharged  slowly  into 
the  glass  of  lime-water.  It  is  not  intended  to  be  a  tjuantitative 
test,  though  if  the  air-space  in  the  ball  and  the  amount  of  lime- 
water  are  known  quantities,  the  per  cent,  of  carbonic  acid  may  be 
roughly  estimated  by  the  density  of  the  carbonate  of  lime  deposit 
in  the  waters.  In  good  air  it  is  necessary  to  discharge  the  ball 
twenty  to  thirty  times  before  an  appreciable  effect  will  be  visible. 
In  very  bad  air,  one  discharge  will  produce  cloudiness  of  the  water." 

Sanitation  in  Germany. — The  Crown  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Germany  have  set  aside  830,000  marks  for  sanitary  and  benevo- 
lent oojects.  This  sum  was  subscribed  by  the  people  at  the  late 
silver  wedding  of  the  royal  couple,  and  ifc  is  returned  in  this  noble 
way. 

How  TO  Prepare  Water  for  Drinking. — Dr.  J.  Wallace,  in 
the  Lancet^  says  :  "  My  plan  for  years  has  been  to  have  a  tin  can 
large  enough  to  contain  all  the  water  usually  drunk  in  a  day,  filled 
from  the  kitchen  boiler  when  the  cooking  is  in  full  swing,  and 'the 
water  actually  boiling.  This  can  is  placed  beside  the  filter  until 
the  next  morning  to  cool,  and  then  the  filter  is  filled  up,  and  the 
can  refilled  with  boiling  water.  The  filtering  completely  effects 
the  renovation  of  the  water,  and  no  one  would  suspect  that  it  had 
been  boiled.  Many  people  would  sooner  drink  pleasant-tasted, 
though  vitiated  water,  than  pure  water  which  had  lost  its  air.  and 
to  induce  such  people  to  boil  water  it  is  necessary  to  reaerate  it. 
Therefore  boil  first  and  then  filter." 

The  Investigation  of  Pork.— The  State  Department  has  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  the  President  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  asking  that  body  to  recommend  some  expert  for  the 
purpose  of  investigating  the  hog  raising  and  packing  interests  of 
this  country,  in  order  to  obtain  definite  knowledge  of  the  dangers 
arising  from  trichinous  pork,  through  fear  of  which  the  foreign 
governments  have  forbiden  its  importation.  Prof.  Charles  F.  Chand- 
ler has  received  the  appointment.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  truth 
will  be  told  about  this  matter.  Although  $80,000,000  will  proba- 
bly represent  the  sum  lost  by  the  exporters,  that,  and  twenty  times 
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that  amount  should  be  sacrificed  rather  than  the  health  of  the 
people.  We  certainly  trust  that  neither  may  suffer  seriously.  If 
pork  is  well  cooked  it  is  harmless,  but  if  eaten  raw  the  possible 
trichinae  are  not  destroyed,  and  sickness  follows.  What  our  legis- 
lative bodies  should  do  is  to  help  the  scientific  investigation  as  best 
they  can,  and  what  the  scientists  should  endeavor  to  do  is  to  dis- 
cover the  cause  of  this  disease,  and,  having  discovered  that,  to — re- 
move it. 

Frankfort's  Water  Supply. — Frankfort-on  the-Main  is  one  of 
the  few  European  cities  which  is  supplied  entirely  with  spring 
water.  The  springs  are  in  the  hills  near  the  city,  and  about  230 
feet  above  the  reservoir,  to  which  the  water  is  led  in  cast-iron  un- 
derground pipes.  The  reservoir  is  entirely,  underground,  and  lies 
on  the  slope  of  a  hill  a  few  miles  from  the  city,  at  a  height  suffi- 
cient to  allow  the  water  to  flow  into  the  upper  floors  of  the  build- 
ings. It  has  an  area  of  about  230x330  feet,  and  is  divided  into -four 
compartments,  only  three  of  which  are  at  present  used,  their  total 
capacity  being  about  4,750,000  gallons  (18,000  cu.  met.)  It  is  di- 
vided into  parallel  channels,  connected  with  each  other  at  alternate 
ends,  the  walls  separating  them  being  to  support  the  arched  roof. 
The  walls,  floors  and  arches  are  all  covered  with  a  thick  coating 'of 
cement,  rendering  them  all  perfectly  water  tight.  The  normal 
depth  of  the  water  is  11.8  feet. 

At  the  end  of  the  reservoir  is  the  chamber  containing  the  over- 
flow syphons,  gauges  and  valves,  the  pipes  from  the  latter  being  all 
connected  with  one  main,  of  about  24-inch  diameter,  leading  to 
the  city.  Another  pipe,  of  about  20-inch  diameter,  leads  from  the 
upper  end  of  the  reservoir  to  a  portion  of  the  city  lying  on  a  small 
hill.  The  whole  reservoir  is  very  well  ventilated,  and  the  passages 
and  chambers  for  inspection  quite  dry. 

The  daily  consumption,  which  at  present  very  nearly  exceeds 
the  supply  of  the  spring  is  about  2,640,000  gallons,  which  for  a 
population  of  38,000  is  about  nineteen  gallons  per  person.  The 
water  as  received  in  the  city  has  a  v61y  pleasant,  cool  temperature, 
only  a  few  degrees  higher  than  at  the  springs. — Sanifary  Engineer, 
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Kalamazoo  Sewerage  and  Plumbing. — This  town  has  been 
very  skillfully  drained,  its  works  being  in  strict  accord  with  the 
latest  improvements  in  sanitary  science.  The  largest  main  sewer 
is  12  inches  in  diameter,  the  other  sewers  being  10,  six  and 
four  inches  respectively,  and  the  lateral  sewers  ?4.re  six  and  four 
inches.  The  connections  from  houses  to  the  main  or  lateral  sewer 
are  four  inches  in  diameter.  All  work  is  regulated  by  the  Sewer- 
age Commissioners,  the  cost  of  a  civil  engineer  being  borne  by  the 
town  authorities.  Material  must  be  first-class,  and  the  regulations 
concerning  traps,  vent  pipes,  etc.,  are  most  explicit  and  excellent.^ 


MALARIA. 

The  London  Tones  says :  The  Italian  War  Office  has  re- 
cently completed  a  work  of  equal  interest  to  the  army  and  the 
whole  nation.  Italy  preserves  the  memory  of  a  time  when  the 
country  was  separated  into  so  many  independent  States.  Its 
army  had  to  bo  distributed  with  reference  as  much  to  those  tra- 
ditional divisions  as  to  stragetical  necessities.  Orie  military  sta- 
tion has  been  chosen  because  it  was  formerly  the  capital  of  a 
Duchy,  and  claims  the  glory  of  being  the  headquarters  of  a  reg- 
iment. Another  had  to  be  selected  because  some  historical 
reminiscences  had  left  a  legacy  of  discontent  or  lawlessness  which 
demar)ds  the  services  of  soldiers  in  the  capacity  of  police.  A 
consequenece  is  that  Italian  troops  are  posted  in  a  multitude  of 
localities  not  recommended  by  their  sanitary  merits,  and  that  the 
Itajian  War  Office  is  obliged  to  pay  a  tremenJoiis  annual  doc- 
tor's bill.  Lately  it  has  been  inquiring  systematicaliv  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  burden.  It  has  had  a  remarkable  chart 
compiled  by  its  scientific  staff  of  the  chief  haunts  of  the  marsh 
fev^r  by  which  it  suffers,  and  of  the  arithmetical  results  in 
sickness  and  expenditure.  From  this  maj)  it  aj-pears  that  h^carcely 
a  titlie  of  the  69  provinces  of  which  the  Kingdom  consists  is  free 
from  the  ravages  of  ague.  Figures  which  accompany  the  map- 
indi<*,ate  that  40,000  soldiers  are  annually  in  hospital  from  ma- 
larious diseases. ,  The  military  budget  is  burdened  with  a  yearly^ 
cost  of  400.000  pounds  sterling  for  special  hospital  arrangements- 
required  for  their  treatment.  That  by  itself  is  a  heavy  tax,  from 
which  the  War  Office  desires  to  relieve  itself.  But  the  charge  ia 
small  in  cxmiparisoh  with  the  enormous  dimensions  of  the  afflic- 
tion borne  by  the  nation  at  large.  There  are  regions  which 
have  an  historical  title  to  suffer  b\'  its  ravages.  The  rolling 
expHUses  of  the  plain  around  Rome  have  been  habituated  to  it 
for  2,000  vears. 
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Before  the  close  of  the  Republic   the  Carnpagna,  once  cov- 
ered with  farms  in  wJiich   the  conquerors  of  Italy  were  reared, 

had  become  a  recognized  haunt  of  ague.  For  a  period  equally 
prolonged  the  maritime  district  south  ot  the  Tiber  has  sutfered 
from  the  same  cause.  The  Pontine  marshes  are  as  conspicuously 
fertile  as  the  Campagua  near  Rome  is  bare  and  parched.  The 
Appian  Road  traverses  far  south  of  Rome  a  country  abounding 
in  natural  riches,  and  for  ages  even  more  pestilential  than  the 
neighborhood  of  the  capital  itself.  Remains  of  villas  and  pal- 
aces and  temples  testify  to  a  time  when  it  was  populous  and 
settled.  In  later  days  its  resources  have  been  so  conspicuous 
and  tempting  that  spasmodic  efforts  have  been  made  to  redeem 
it  as  a  Held  for  human  labor.  They  have  failed,  and  it  has 
always  relapsed  into  its  old  condition  of  a  home  of  death,  a  land 
where,  when  a  criminal  flees  t-*  its  recesses.  Justice  M.  Reclua 
remarks,  **/ie  Vy  puurHidt  jJolnt;  on  Le  laiase  inourir  en  paix.^^  It 
is  more  terrible  to  be  reinindecl,  as  by  this  militaiy  ft'ver  chart, 
that  what  a  few  localiiies  experience  oji  a  great  scale  every 
division  of  Italy  has  to  endure  in  varying  degrees.  No  part  of 
Italy  can  be  traversed  wiihout  the  signs  of  the  power  of  this 
destructive  aj'encv  to  take  the  sweetness  out  of  lito  and  to  brini; 
continuallv  near  the  shudow  of  death. 

Not  merely  cl«»es  it  here  and  there  ]>ereniptorily  curtail  the 
Held  of  industry  ;  evarvwhere  it  threatens  the  laborer  and  sad- 
dens his  hearth.  A  favorite  neat  of  malaria  is  at  the  m-Hitiis  ot 
rivers.  Salt  watei^nieeting  fre»l»  is  a  conibination  in  which  it 
revels.  Nowheie  is  it  nmre  terrible  than  at  the  outlet  of  the 
Tiber.  When  it  cannot  enjoy  the  conjjinction  for  which  it  has 
a  predilection,  it  (joiitonts  itself  with  the  banks  of  streams  cfither 
naturallv  slutrcrish  or  liable  to  be  blocked  bv  mud  or  veiceiation. 
In  the  Pontine  Marshes  it  is  fed  by  loitering  rivulets,  unprovided 
with  a  sutKcient  fall,  and  encouraging  the  growth  of  a  rank  exu- 
berance of  water  weeds.  If  there  be  no  rivers,  as  in  jmrtions  of 
the  Campagna,  the  soil,  composed  of  volcanic  rock,  secretes  a 
little  below  the  surface  poisonous  juices  on  which  malaria  thrives. 
Light  sandy  soil  enables  it  to  emit  its  deadly  exhalations  easily. 
It  can  derive  its  aliment  equally,  in  union  with  otlier  suitable 
atmospheric  circumstances,  from  the  fruitful  })astures  and  corn- 
fields of  Lombardy.  Rocks  and  deserts  and  thickets,  sterile 
plains  in  Holland  and  lofty  uplands  in  Italy,  all  give  it  shelter  on 
occasion.      Yet    when  the  circumstances  of  its   appearances  are 
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examined  they  always  exhibits  certain  resemblances.  Invariably 
there  is  vegetable  decomposition  in  connection  wUh  latent  mois- 
tures standing  over  from  a  previous  superabundance.  Putrefac- 
tion does  not  necessarily  engender  malaria.  Excessive  heat, 
though  promoting  it,  is  not  indispensable.  What  is  obligatory 
is  that  at  a  little  distance  below  the  surface,  matter  of  a  kind  to 
rot  with  damp  should  exist,  and  that  the  surface  itself  should  not 
be  covered  with  water  to  drown  or  purge  in  its  transit  the  deadly 
vapor.  Floods  while  they  last  are  as  inimical  to  malaria  as  tlie 
refusal  to  let  water  stagnate  under  ground.  Summer  and  early 
autumn  are  its  peculiar  season,  as  much  because  the  surface  waters 
of  winter  and  spring  are  by  that  time  dried  up,  as  that  the 
scorching  rays  of  the  sun  tend  to  draw  the  noxious  vegetable 
fumes  at  that  period  most  readilv  forth.  Earth  in  which  mois- 
ture  is  not  allowed  to  accumulate  undisturbed  purities  the 
elements  of  corruption.  Malaria  works  its  mischief  by  means  of 
moisture  not  enough  to  saturate  the  soil  to  its  surface,  and  more 
than  enough  to  be  absorbed  thoroughly.  In  a  state  of  nature 
vegetation  often  effects  its  own  cure  by  a  sufficiency  of  foliage  to 
condense  and  neutralize  the  dangerous  emanations.  With  a  per- 
tect  system  of  cultivation  the  evil  is  obviated  by  the  compulsion 
imposed  upon  river  and  rain  water  to  circulate  where  they  are 
bid,  and  confine  themselves  to  their  proper  purpose  of  irrigation. 
Miasmatic  ailments  are  most  inveterate  and  malignant  in  lands 
subjugated  to  the  uses  of  human  industry  and  subjugated  inade- 
quately. 

A  physical  condition  of  malaria  is  that  there  should  be  some 
moisture  whert?  once  there  was  much;  a  corresponding  histonical 
condition  is  the  gradual  retreat  of  human  enterprise  from  an  area 
it  once  ruled.  Malaria  in  the  Campagna  is  a  legacy  of  departed 
Roman  yeomanry  ;  it  tells  of  vanished  Volscian  energy  and  pros- 
perity along  the  Appian  highway;  it  is  a  memorial  of  Ct reek 
magnificence  and  populousness  in  the  fever-strickeu  plains  of 
Asia  Minor.  Absolute  human  occupation  is  the  real  remedy  for 
malaria.  In  Italian  cities  it  is  notoriouslv  worse  where  habita- 
tions  are  few.  At  Rome  it  has  long  reigned  in  the  thinly-peopled 
vicinity  of  the  Basilica  of  St.  Paul;  no  quarter  is  less  visited 
by  it  than  the  crowded  Ghetto  and  the  purlieus  of  the  Pantheon. 
In  the  Camf)agna  and  the  neighborhood  of  Terracina  it  is  sup- 
posed to  have  hardly  been  known  until  Roman  conquests  and 
patrician  wealth  expelled  the  petty  tarniers  and  turned  provinces 
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into  sheep  walks  and  buifalo  pastures.  The  seaboard  of  Asia  was 
healthy  while  it  remained  a  miracle  of  cultivation  and  a  nursery 
of  multitudinous  human  life.  Cause  and  effect  are  shown  in  its 
modern  aspect  of  a  sprinkling  of  pauper  villages  stamped  with 
fever  and  clamoring  to  the  traveler  for  quinine. 

•  A  diflSculty  is  that,  even  where  political  and  social  circum- 
stances are  far  more  favorable  than  in  Asiatic  Turkey,  steps  can- 
not be  traced  with  impunity.  Southern  soil  has  the  secret  of 
preserving  the  seeds  of  malaria  implanted  by  neglect  to  punish 
posterity  desirous  to  repair  the  omission.  Low  lever  is  more 
prevalent  in  the  new  quarters  of  the  Italian  capital,  which  have 
been  lying  half  waste  since  they  were  a  burial  ground  for  slaves 
thousands  of  years  ago,  than  in  the  narrow  lanes  of  the  medieval 
city.  Military  statisticians  report  that  the  railways,  which  are 
reviving  the  stir  of  life  in  innumerable  recesses  of  the  peninsula, 
have  seemed  to  open  vents  and  breathing  holes  for  bad  forms  of 
fever.  Admitted  as  it  is  that  the  only  way  of  healing  the  sick- 
ness which  desolates  the  Campagna  is  to  break  it  up  with  the  - 
plow,  the  peasant  farmers  selected  to  make  the  experiment  will 
have  to  pay  tirst  fruits  in  ague  before  they  are  acclimated.  The 
richest  soil  in  Italy  cannot  be  suffered  to  remain  forever  a  g^raz- 
ing  ground  for  buffaloes  and  a  preserve  for  wild  boars.  When 
the  dunes  are  cut  which  bank  up  the  issues  of  the  streams,  and 
the  torpid  overgrown  pools  are  forced  to  lind  an  exit  to  the  sea, 
the  Pontine  Marshes  will  cease  to  have  a  right  to  the  name. 
But  the  laborers  may  be  pitied  whose  lot  it  is  to  dig  the  channels. 
Malaria  lurks  in  the  soil,  and  springs  like  a  baited  wild  beast  at 
the  throats  of  the  men  who  presume  to^disturb  it.  In  compen- 
sation it  may  be  thought  that  Italians  who  are  not  unwilling  to  , 
undergo  the  destitution  and  disappointments  and  diseases  of 
the  South  American  jungles,  described  the  other  day  in  the 
Times^  will  scarcely  be  the  losers  by  the  possible  risks  of  reclaim- 
ing marshes  and  heaths  at  home.  A  scheme  for  reaftbresting  the 
stripped  wastes  of  the  kingdom  might  diminish  in  advance  the 
dangers  to  the  first  agriculturists,  whatever  that  may  be.  Reck- 
less destruction  of  timber  is  believed  to  have  facilitated  the  at- 
tacks of  miasma,  and  careful  plantation  would  sap  the  sources 
of  its  strength.  Thorough  cultivation,  however,  is  the  one  true 
specific.  It  may  be  hoped  that  great  Italian  proprietors  are  be- 
ginning to  understand  that  as  well  as  foreigners,  and  that  they 
will  devise  means  of  acting  on  their  discovery. 
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CHRONIC  OVARITIS. 

THREE  CASES  OF  TWELVE,  NINE  AXD  TWO  YEARS'  DURATION,  TREATED 

WITH  PERMANENT    RELIEF   BY  GUAIACUM. 

BY  M.  o.  TERRY,  M.  D. — [Xetc  York'  Transactions,  1883.) 

• 

Thomas  says  **  I  know  of  few  curable  disorders  which  I  dread 
80  much  as  this.  The  day  will  probably  come  when  oar  treatment 
for  it  will  be  satisfartory  and  etiicient  ;  but  it  has  not  yet  done  so» 
b}'  any  means.  Many  cases  will  entirely  baffle  treatment,  while  all 
will  prove  little  amenable  to  it.'' 

With  such  a  prognosis,  I  have  thouo^ht  it  worth  the  while  to 
report  theee  cases  which  had  been  undt-r  treatment,  such  as  is 
recommended  in  standard  works  for  years. 

Guaiacum  is  considered  a  vascular  stimulant,  and  has  been  found 
efficient  in  promoting  menstruation  in  atonic  conditions  ot  the  uterine 
system,  and  hence  in  dysmenorrhcea  us  well  as  in  amenorrhoea,  of  that 
origin.  Atkinson  states  that  in  ovarian  and  rheumatic  dysmenorrhcea 
it  should  be  considered  a  specitic.  Prof.  Cleveland,  of  ttalway,  in  the 
July  number  oi  Braitlnraite^  1<ST8.  says:  "t^uite  remarkable  are 
the  effects  of  Guaiacin  ovarian  alfections  of  inflammatory  origin.'' 
He  relates  a  case  where  the  patient  had  been  suffering  tt>r  years 
from  severe  attacks.  He  gave  Gnaiac,  and  the  mother's  expres- 
sion (»f  gratitude  was  great  on  seeing  him,  as  she  told  him  how 
"  her  daughter  had  got  so  suddenly  perfect iy  well." 

1  have  not  sufficient  opponuiiity  to  investigate  the  more  com- 
plete action  of  this  neglected   drug,   and    will    therefore   leave   its 
^especial  study  to  th<)se  interested  in  materia  niedica. 

I  have  invariably  administered  the  Guaiac  in  suppositories^ 
e^ich  containing  10  grains,  giving  one  morning  anil  evening. 

Case  1. — Sub-acute  ovaritis  ot  12  years'  duration,  relieved 
in  18  days. 

Miss  D.,  aged  30 ;  nervo-sanguine  temperament.  She  has 
always  been  irregular,  and  when  men^^truation  takes  place  the  pains, 
are  agonizing.  It  is  not  infrequent  that  she  subsides  into  an  un- 
conscious state  after  the  pains  lessen,  unless  stimulants  oi  various, 
kinds  are  used.  There  is  an  irritable  bladder.  Both  ovaries  are 
sensitive  on  pressure  ;  the  lelt  one  is  constantly  painful,  and  is  per- 
ceptibly enlarged.  Gave  a  suppository .  of  Guaiac  morning  and 
eTenin^.  Relief  was  experienced  in  five  days,  and  36  sup- 
positories gave  permanent  relief. 
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Case  11. — Chrome  ovaritis  of  nine  years'  duration,  complica- 
ted with  morbus  coXarius.  Various  remedies  and  auxiliary  treat- 
ment fail.  Guaiac  relieves  ovarian  diflBcultj'^  entirely  and  perma- 
nently in  30  days. 

Miss  R.,  aged  21  ;  nervo-sanguine  temperament.  When  11 
years  of  age  first  complained  of  pain  in  the  left  ovary,  and  it  has 
continued  until  nearly  one  year  after  she  came  to  mt?  for  treatment. 
Her  menses  appeared  at  th6  age  of  16  ;  has  been  profuse,  lasting 
six  days,  and  is  occasionally  retarded,  coming  on  the  fifth  or  sixth 
week.  Pain  began  in  the  left  knee  when  18  years  of  age.  Grad- 
ually it  became  stiff,  and  there  was  inability  to  sustain  the  natural 
weight  of  the  body  on  the  left  foot.  An  examination  made  when 
she  was  20  years  of  age  showed  the  following  facts  :  Two  inches 
shortening  of  the  left  leg  ;  percussion  at  the  knee  caused  pain  at 
the  hip  joint ;  the  same  over  the  joint,  and  even  palpitation  caused 
pain  over  a  large  area  around  the  trochanter  major,  and  the  right 
hip  was  considerably  elevated. 

Treatment  by  extension  was  continued  for  six  months,  which 
restored  the  mobility  and  leer  to  its  normal  condition. 

There  remained,  however,  extreme  sensitiveness  over  and 
around  the  trochanter  major.  Repeated  applications  of  Paquelin's 
therm o -cautery  at  intervals  of  seven  to  14  days,  and  continued  un- 
til 24  treatments  had  been  made,  so  completely  eradicated  this  that 
manipulation  gave  no  feeling  of  discomfort. 

During  the  treatment  by  extension,  after  giving  various  reme- 
dies for  the  ovarian  pain,  Chloride  of  Ammonia  relieved  it,  and  it 
did  not  return  for  six  months,  at  which  time  the  patient  began  to 
walk.  The  remedy  was  tried  again,  but  failed  to  give  any  relief. 
Six  months  was  spent  in  the  vain  effort  to  cure  the  patient,  during 
which  time  everything  that  has  ever  been  recommended  by  any 
one  of  any  standing  was  tried.     The  patient  remained  the  same. 

A  suppository  of  Guaiacum^  repeated  morning  and  evening 
for  30  days,  completely  and  permanently  cured  her. 

Case  III. — Dysmenorrhoea  and  spinal  irritation  for  3'^ears.  Sub- 
acute ovaritis  of  two  years'  duration  cured  in  18  days. 

Miss  H.,  aged  24  ;  nervo-bilious  temperament.  She  has  con- 
stant pain  between  the  shoulders  ;  fullness  in  the  head,  accompa- 
nied frequently  witji  pain  ;  suffers  from  stomach  derangement  and 
dysmenorrhtBa.  The  first  five  of  the  dorsal  vertebrae,  the  coccyx, 
and  two  inches  above  it  are  sensitive  on  pressure.  There  is  a  dull, 
aching  pain  in  the  left  ovary,  which  has  continued  over  two  years. 

I  will  not  give  the  names  of  the  '*  indicated  "  remedies  which 
were  tried  and  found  waiting  in  her  case.  The  pains  across  the 
shoulder,  fulness  in  the  head,  and  nausea,  disappeared  after  a  few 
applications  of  Paquelin's  therrao-cautery  had  been  made  to  the 
sensitive  vertebrae. 
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Other  remedies  having  failed  in  the  ovarian  pain,  Guaiac  sup- 
positories, 36  iu  number,  given  as  in  the  other  cases,  entirely  erad- 
icated it.  

CLINICAL  CASES  IN  GYNAECOLOGY. 
BY  c.  J.  FARLEY,  M.  D. — [New  York  Tranmctions,  1883.) 

Mrs.  B.,  aged  40,  mother  of  two  children  ;  nervo-bilious  tem- 
perament ;  spare,  weighs  83  pounds. 

Has  been  subject  to  asthma  from  childhood  ;  had  an  attack  of 
pneumonia  about  a  year  ago ;  health  has  always  been  rather  deli- 
cate ;  was  treated  three  years  since  for  ulceration  of  the  womb, 
with  p/olapsus  ;  worn  a  pessary  about  a  year  ;  complains  of  pain 
in  passing  water  ;  at  times  the  desire  is  frequent ;  pain  in  back  and 
left  side  ;  subject  to  attacks  of  sick  headache  ;  extreme  constipa- 
tion ;  sleepless  nights  ;  some  stomach  belching,  heartburn  ;  gone 
feeling  in  the  stomach  ;  tongue  coated  ;  pulse  weak  and  irregular. 
After  removing  the  pessary  and  making  speculum  examination, 
found  small  ulcer  on  anterior  lip  of  the  os  ;  reddened  condition  of 
the  vaginal  walls,  caused  from  irritation  of  the  pessary  ;  discharge 
from  the  mouth  of  the  womb  ;  mucus  stringy,  mixed  with  blood. 
I  commenced  treatment  on  the  16th  of  .December,  as  follows  :  Ar- 
senicum^  3x  ;  Hydrastis  Can.^  2x  ;  alternate  every  two  hours  ; 
Nux  V,  3x,  after  meals.  Discarded  pessary,  and  used  injections  of 
Pond's  Extract  night  and  morning  ;  applied  Nitrate  Silver  to  the 
ulcer,  and  brushed  the  walls  of  the  vagina  with  Tannin^  6  hjcerine 
and  Carbolic  Acid. 

My  second  vibit  was  the  20th  ;  found  the  patient  in  every  par- 
ticular improving ;  experienced  no  bad  results  from  non-continu- 
ance of  the  pessary,  although  the  patient  kept  about  on  her  feet  as 
usual. 

Third  visit  on  the  25th.  Found  continued  improvement ;  ap- 
petite improving  ;  stomach  symptoms  better :  regiilar  movement 
from  the  bowels  daily  ;  sleeps  better  ;  less  backache  ;  tongue  clean- 
ing, etc.     Continued  treatment. 

Visits  at  intervals  of  four  or  five  days  for  eight  weeks.  Pa- 
tient said  she  had  gained  eight  pounds,  and  felt  comparatively  well 

I  find  Hydrastis^  in  cases  of  this  character,*  to  fill  the  bill,  re- 
moving the  stomach  symptoms,  as  well  as  constipation.  In  fact, 
it  far  excels  AV.r  in  this  particular.  The  key-note  for  its  selection 
is  that  feeling  described  as  "  goveuess'^  at  pit  of  stomaclv  lam 
no  friend  to  pessaries  in  any  form.  Pond's  extract  has  served  me 
admirably.  Sometimes  I  use  as  an  injection  :  Tannin^^ oz,;  Glyce- 
rine^ 4  oz.;  Carbolic  Acid,  grs.  xx.;  Aqua,  8  oz.  This  is  an  excel- 
lent injection  for  a  majority  of  female  weaknesses,  as  leucorrhcea 
and  ulceration.  Belladonna  plaster  over  small  of  back  will  be  a 
useful  assistant. 
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THE  AUSTRIAN  RE-PROVING  OF  SULPHUR.* 

I.  V.  Arigler,  aeb.  22,  robust,  always  healthy;  had  itch  when 
16.  From  October  29,  1846,  to  January  6,  1847,  took  every  morn- 
ing as  much  as  would  cover  point  of  knife. 

On  October  31  had  feeling  of  weight  in  stomach,  which  con- 
tinued all  next  day,  and  recurred  following  evening.  On  31st'three 
fluid  stools.  On  November  1,  evening,  great  weariness  in  legs. 
From  3d  to  6th  motions  insufficient  and  very  hard,  and  till  12th 
altogether  absent,  urine  also  being  scanty.  On  the  11th  a  catarrh 
came  on  (qy.?  medicinal),  lasting  till  13th,  accompanied  by  diar- 
rhoea with  griping  and  at  last  tenesmus,  for  which — on  15th — he 
took  Dover's  powder.  On  16th  and  17th  felt  quite  well.  On  18th 
and  19th  frequent  urination,  even  at  night  (a  thing  unknown  to 
him).  On  19th  and  20th  profuse  general  sweats,  on  21st  and  five 
following  days  same  on  hancls  and  feet  (especially  latter)  in  day 
only.  From  27th  to  29th  these  went  off  gradually,  and  stools  be- 
came more  copious.  On  30th  headache,  with  burning  and  redness 
of  eyes.  From  December  2d  to  10th,  no  symptoms.  On  11th,  and 
to  end  of  proving,  had  every  night,  when  warm  in  bed,  a  disagree- 
able itching  from  hips  to  toes,  especially  bad  in  hams,  removable 
only  by  rubbing,  which  caused  very  pleasant  feeling.  On  parts  so 
rubbed  occurred  small  pimples,  discharging  fluid  from  their  apices, 
whereupon  itching  ceased.  In  daytime  scars  only  were  visible. 
On  24th  an  itch-like  eruption  appeared  in  b»*nd  of  elbows  and  on 
wrists.  It  did  not  itch,  and  disappeared  next  day.  On  30th  and 
six  days  after,  morning*  and  evening,  violent  cough  with  copious 
mucuous  expectoration. 

II.  Dr.  Arneth.— 1.  From  800th  and  400th  dils.,  taken  from 

*AMnaU  BriiUih  Honnx&jpathic  Sf)ci€ty.—At  the  meeting  of  the  Society  held  on  June 
7. 1883,  It  was  resolved,  at  the  instance  of  Dr.  Drysdale  that  the  Revision  of  the  Mate- 
ria Medica  be  postponed  until  one  of  the  Austrian  re-provings  had  been  presented  In 
the  proposed  form.    The  above  is  submitted  to  the  members  accordlugly. 
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October  11-24,  experienced  no  effects,  save  that  sleep  seemed  rather 
less  refreshing.  Five  drops  of  31st  were  then  taken  on  27th  and 
30th,  November  5  and  15.  During  this  time  had  periodically  re- 
curring but  not  very  severe  pains  in  temples,  followed  by  acute 
drawing  pains  there. 

November  1,  violent  pains  in  left  eye,  as  if  rubbed  against 
spicula?  of  glass  and  drawn  in  at  pupil,  with  involuntary  winking, 
followed  by  burning  and  lachrymation  ;  attack  lasting  two  min- 
utes. On  3d  and  6th  bleeding  after  easy  motion;  and  raw  pain  at 
1.  commissure  of  mouth,  lasting  till  9th.  On  15th  frequent. shoots 
in  splenic  region,  and  frequently  recurring  confusion  of  head.  On 
22d,  23d,  24th,  25th  and  28th,  took  five  drops  of  13th.  On  22d  had 
severe  cutting  in  r.  eye,  and  1.  commissure  of  mouth  was  again 
painful.     On  24th  painful  contraction  in  last  fingers  of  r.  hand. 

These  were  transient,  but  while  taking  13th  had  also  persistently 
light  sleep;  constant  call  to  micturate,  with  feeling  of  warmth  in 
urethra  while  doing  so;  painful  confusion  of  head;  and  great  ex- 
citement after  drinking  tea,  though  accustomed  to  it. 

2.  Ten  grains  of  3d  cent.,  in  solution,  on  Januarj^  10,  14,  17, 
23  and  26,  caused,  on  10th,  calm  sleeplessness  for  half  hours  at 
time;  on  11th  and  12tb,  toward  night,  eruption  of  10 — 12  small 
bright  red  pimples  on  left  forearm,  which  itched  much  when 
touched,  easily  burst,  and  let  out  some  thickish  fluid;  on  12th,  pre- 
vious to  go  d  stool,  violent  cutting  extending  far  up  rectum;  on 
night  of  14th  sleep  unrefreshing,  disturbed  by  vivid  dreams  of  or- 
dinary occupations;  on  15th  soreness  of  1.  commissure  of  mouth; 
violent  tearing,  contractive  pains  in  r.  hand;  on  17th — 
19th  frequent  urination,  and  on  niijht  of  17th  vivid 
dreams  of  long-past  events.  After  a  month  took  four  doses  of 
same  dry  on  tongue  on  four  days  from  6th  to  17th  of  March.  On 
7th  commissure  again  sore,  on  8th  raw  p^iin  in  anus,  and  after  the 
four  doses  a  peculiar  roaring  iu  ears  and  subjective  odor  as  of  a 
flower. 

3.  Ten  grains  of  crude  substance  t^ken  on  25th  and  28th 
April,  and  20  grains  on  30th,  caused  on  27th  four  loose  motions;  on 
this  and  following  day  increased  urine,  and  great  appetite  which 
could  not  be  indulged — a  little  food  causing  troublesome  distension; 
on  30th,  violent  digging  pains  in  a  r.  healthy  molar,  diminished  by 
strong  pressure,  unatfected  by  cold  or  heat. 

At  beginning  of  May  prover  had  an  attack  of  intermittent  fe- 
ver (rigor  with  thirst,  long-continued  heat  without  thirst,  but  with 
great  rush  of  blood  to  head),  lasting  six  weeks,  leaving  him  very 
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weak,  and  with  (at  beginning  of  September)  caries  in  five  sound 
teeth.  Whether  this  (unique)  occurrence  can  be  traced  to  the  Sul- 
phur must  remain  doubtful. 

^III.  Dr.  Garay. — 1.  January  22,  noon,  took  10  gr.  of  6^  trit. 
Soon  after  loose  foetid  stool,  followed  by  annoying,  straining  ulcer- 
ative pain  in  anus  on  touching  it,  and  long-lasting  feeling  as  if 
•diarrhoea  would  recur;  slight  1.  supra-orbital  pain,  and  (15  m) 
slight  and  transient  vertigo.  On  going  to  bed,  rigor,  and  aching  in 
r.  vertex,  lasting  till  sleep  came,  and  recurring  tor  an  hour  on  wak- 
ing. 

On  23d  took  20  gr.  All  day  tickling  at  back  of  pharynx,  caus- 
ing tussiculation;  at  night,  on  micturating,  violent  shock  through 
urethra  to  above  pubes;  rigor  in  bed. 

24th.  All  day  scraping  in  throat,  and  coughing  with  expecto- 
tion.  At  noon,  aching  in  1.  forehead,  and  drawing  pain  in  upper 
teeth,  first  of  1.  then  of  r.  side,  with  vseiise  of  swelling  and  soreness 
of  gums  of  former;  also  short  rigors,  frequently  recurring  (espec- 
ially on  movement  or  empty  swallowing),  with  blue  nails,  pale 
face,  giddy  and  heavy  head,  and  sense  as  if  hunieri  were  broken; 
the  cold  is  not  removable  by  heat  of  fire,  and  there  is  a  sense  of 
draft  across  abdomen  above  nav.el.  After  cotfee,  burning  in  right 
cheek  and  ear,  rest  of  body  remaining  chilly.  In  afternoon  great 
sleepiness;  at  times  bruised  pain  in  outer  i.  tibia,  and  slight  grip- 
ing in  bowels.  On  going  to  bed  ne  vous  excitement,  with  recur- 
rence of  symptoms  of  1.  upper  gum  and  teeth.  Paintul  chap  in 
middle  of  upper  lip,  and  troublesome  itching  all  over  body  save  in- 
side of  limbs,  occurred  and  lasted  several  davs. 

On  29th,  feeling  well,  took  at  2  p.  m.  40  gr.  of  8*  trit.  Soon 
after  former  pains  in  1.  forehead  and  jaw,  with  slight  griping  in 
bowels,  horripilation  in  both  arms,  and  paralytic  pain  in  1.  leg.  At 
10  p.  m.  sudden  urging  to  stool,  continuing  after  passing  lump  of 
hard  faeces,  and  merging  into  increasing  and  long-lasting  gripings 
in  r.  abdomen,  with  nwich  flatus  and  itching  at  anus;  compressive 
pain  in  glans  penis,  angle  of  1.  maxilla,  and  1.  and  r.  auricle  near 
meatus.  On  30th  and  31st,  morning,  the  frontal  aching  (r.  also) 
and  shoots  in  urethra;  at  noon,  the  rigor  (first  outside  of  arms,  then 
down  back  to  sacrum,  then  across  abdomen).  It  was  lessened  by 
warmth,  increased  by  movement,  and  accompainied  by  weariness, 
pale  and  suiBPering  countenance,  and  pains  as  if  broken  in  upper 
arms,  thighs  and  legs,  shooting  in  outside  of  feet.  Appetite  not 
impaired.  At  3  violent  tearing  in  r  knee  and  ankle,  boring  squeez- 
ing pain  in  r.  forearm.  At  11:30,  while  sitting,  acute  shoot  in  bend 
of  first,  r.  then  1.  knee,  with  horripilation  at  side  of  chest.  Feb- 
ruary 1,  evening,  very  painful  shoots  along  left  scfipula,  frequently 
recurring  and  lonfi:-lasting.  ^ 

On  February.  2  took    10  gr.  ot  8x.     Immediately   after,  rigor 
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On  3d,  in  bed  at  night,  attacks  in  1.  shoulder  of  shooting,  throbbing 
pain,  so  severe  as  to  make  him  cry  out. 

On  February  6,  at  noon,  took  20  gr.  of  8x.  During  day,  head- 
ache only  ;  at  night  and  next  morning  griping  in  bowels  and  fre- 
quent urination.  During  7th  annoying  paralytic  feeling  on  out- 
side of  1.  leg  and  forearm  ;  at  noon  vfolent  drawing  along  outer 
side  of  r.  forearm  and  leg.  Hands  had  for  days  past  felt  unu- 
sually cold,  and  lips  as  if  covered  with  salt.  On  9th,  much  strain- 
ing at  stool,  with  aching  in  small  of  back.  On  16th  set  in  itching 
all  over  body,  desquamation  of  skin  of  face,  and  humid  eruption 
on  vertex — small  grain-like  pustules  filled  with  piis,  and  drying  up 
into  honey-like  scabs  ('*  achor  granulatus ").  These  continued 
till  20th,  when  he  had  also  roughness  of  throat  and  nervous  sen- 
sation in  it,  compelling  frequent  hawking;  shooting  through  pu- 
pil deep  into  1.  eye  on  attempting  to  read  (lasting  several  d.),  and  in 
evening  troublesome  heat  in  the  eye  ;  painful  pimple  on  r.  ear 
lasting  4  d.;  and  violent  itching  in  glans  penis  and  mouth  of  ure- 
thra. On  26th  several  diarrhoeic  stools  with  burning  in  anus  pre- 
ceded by  gripes;  much  mucus  in  throat.  (These  symptoms  aggra- 
vated by  beer.)  In  evening,  great  burning  in  anus  and  urethra^ 
with  frequent  urging  to  micturition,  and  burning  at  urethral  ori- 
fice during  it.  In  bed  every  place  appears  too  hard  for  his  head. 
2.  March  3d,  at  10  p.  m.,  took  3ij  of  pure  substance  in  water. 
At  night  heat  all  over  body,  especially  in  palms;  continued  erections, 
with  vivid,  not  lascivious,  dreams ;  itching  in  bend  of  elbows, 
scratching  which  causes  moisture  to  exude.  Ou  4th,  some  head- 
ache ;  at  night  loud  borborygmus,  followed  by  copious,  pappy,  yel- 
lowish-green, very  foetid  motion. 

On  7th  took  3ss  without  effect.  On  10th  took  3J,  with  recur- 
rence of  symptoms  of  4th  ;  after  stool  he  felt  quite  well. 

After  three  weeks  took  another  ounce,  which  caused  limbs  and 
fingers  to  go  readily  to  sleep  on  pressure  ;  painful  twitchings  of  I. 
peroneus  longus,  lasting  for  weeks,  and  hindering  walking  ;  for 
some  time  nightly  itching  all  over  in  bed  ;  his  food  can  not  be  suf- 
ficiently salted.  On  April  5,  intolerable  burning  along  urethra,  as 
from  pepper,  immediately  relieved  by  drop  of  Uantharis  tincture. 
On  9th,  at  night,  horrible  dreams  with  great  palpitation  ;  ou  wak- 
ing, sometimes  rigor,  sometimes  heat,  and  fear  of  robbers. 

On  16th  took  ^ij  in  water.  In  evening,  jerking  cutting  in  r. 
eye,  spreading  to  temple,  lasting  several  hours,  and  renewable  by 
touching  r.  side  of  point  of  nose.  In  bed,  slight  shivering,  then 
general  heat,  then  profuse  sweat  with  odor  of  drug.  On  17th, 
early,  four  soft  stools.  Therewith  heat  and  salivation  ;  afterwards 
thirst ;  before,  during,  and  after,  inclination  to  vomit  and  burning 
at  anus.  Thera  was  burning  also  in  left  ala  nasi,  lasting  but  a  few 
minutes,  but  frequently  recurring  ;  Oiig^asional  shoots  in   urethra  ; 
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dry  feeling  and  tensive  pain   on  left  side  of  palate^  extending  to 
right,  and  lasting  2  d.     Thenceforward  quite  well. 

3.  Daughter,  aet.  7^.  Doses  of  gr.v  and  xx  of  6  x  both  caused 
violent  pains  in  umbilical  region. 

IV.  F.  GoTTWALD,  aet.  37. .  Healthy  save  for  occasional  mild 
gouty  symptoms.  On  June  9  took  3j  of  1  x.  Soon  after,  dryness 
in  mouth  and  throat,  and  aching  in  1.  eye  ;-  after  dinner  deafness  of 
1.  ear.  On  8th,  in  morning,  rheumatic  pains  in  nucha  ;  griping, 
relieved  by  a  liquid  motion  ;  after  dinner  aching  and  shooting  in 
prsecordia ;  in  evening  aching  of  1.  eye,  twitching  of  lids,  and  vio- 
lent tensive  pain  in  1.  tendo  Achillis.  This  subsided  during  night, 
but 

On  9th,  another  3j  being  taken,  it  returned  with  increased  in- 
tensity, was  especially  bjid  at  rest,  and  resembled  gouty  pains  of 
years  gone  by.  Had  also  great  sleepiness  after  dinner ;  frontal 
itching,  and  sensation  as  if  hair  on  vertex  were  pulled,  though  he 
he  had  long  been  bald  there. 

On  10th,  was  weary  and  feverish  ;  had  itching  at  urethral  or- 
fice,  straining  at  stool,  and  tension  of  skin  of  face. 

On  11th,  in  morning,  much  thirst ;  drvness  and  warmth  in 
throat ;  itching  of  left  eye,  aggravated  an^  extending  on  being 
rubbed.  At  noon,  tearing  pains  in  1.  tibia.  In  afternoon,  burning 
in  anus  and  tenesmus.     In  evening,  dryness  and  heat  of  skin.     At 

night,  perspiration,  with  relief  of  skin. 

* 

On  12th  took  3 j  of  3x.  Same  symptoms  of  mouth  and  throat, 
of  anus,  and  of  stools,  and  on  two  days  stiffness  and  tearing  in 
wrists  and  ankles  when  at  rest,  going  oft  immediately  on  motion. 
On  second  night,  painful  aching  in  small  of  back  and  restless  sleep. 

On  14th,  after  another  scruple,  same  dryness  of  throat.and  liquid, 
griping  stools  ;  frequent  sneezing  and  coughing  ;  shivering  and 
weariness  after  dinner  ;  involuntary  stool  when  sneezing  or  laugh- 
ing ;  at  night,  tenesmus  and  swollen  piles,  unknown  for  nine  years. 

V.  Dr.  Hausmann  prepared  a  series  of  ^  trituiations,  and 
took  large  doses  of  theto — gr.  xx — Ixx,  descending  regularly 
from  the  16th  to  the  1st  in  nine  days.  •  The  most  marked  and  re- 
current symptom  throughout  was  a  drawing  pain,  generally  on  the 
dorsal  aspect  of  the  limbs  near  the  joints,  penetrating  somewhat  in, 
once  described  as  going  like  a  stream  of  air  over  the  part,  and 
causing  a  feeling  of  paralysis,  once  (in  the  tibia)  accompanied  by 
sense  as  of  cool  breath  on  small  of  back.  He  also  had,  after  the 
14th.  attacks  of  aching  on   r.  base  of  thorax   behind,   proceeding 

20 
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toms  of  head  and  abdonieu  returned,  and  the  feelins:  in  the  bladder 
extended  to  the  rectum  and  anus  ;  sleep  was  very  dreamful.  On 
11th  and  12th,  took  twice  200  drops.  Same  symptoms ;  and  on 
evening  of  11th  toothache  in  sound  teeth  for  an  hour.  On  15th 
took  400  drops  :  same  symptoms,  with  some  eructation  like  heart- 
burn, and  irritated  cross  temper.  Two  doses  of  200  drops  each  on 
16th  elicited  nothing  hew  save  constriction  of  chest,  and  the  same 
has  to  be  said  of  two  of  400  each  on  17th.  On  discontinuing 
medicine  diarrhoea  came  on,  with  gri pings  below  navel,  and  burn- 
ing and  tenesmus  at  anus,  lasting  four  days. 

3.  From  23d  to  16th  he  several  times  rubbed  in  the  tincture 
on  the  thighs  and  arms.  Desquamation  and  a  papular  eruption 
occurrec^on  the  seat  of  friction,  and  the  head  and  stomach  symp- 
toms occurred  to  a  slight  degree. 

4.  Madame  Huber  took  the  trits.  with  her  husband  in  his  first 
series  of  experiments.  She  experienced  nothing  trom  6th  and  5th. 
While  taking  4th  and  3d  began  to  dream  anxiously.  On  April  16 
catamenia  occurred  ;  at  regular  time,  but,  while  usually  lasting  3 
d.  only,  and  being  scanty,  they  now  flowed  profoisely  K)r  six  ;  the 
blood  was  black,  clotted,  and  sticky  as  glue.  ^  While  ts^ng  2d,  the 
anxious  dreams  recurred,  and  were  very  vivid,  twice  leading  to 
micturition  in  sleep.  On  23d  had  coixtractive  pains  in  tifcerine  re- 
gion towards  pudenda,  resembling  seiisation  preceding  catameuial 
flux,  lasting:  from  morning  till  night,  and  leaving  bearing  down 
next  day.  On  26th  there  was  violent  contractive  pain,  and  in 
afternoon  the  catamenia  returned,  this  time  occurring  normally, 
but  leaving  her  weak  and  irritable.  From  24th  to  May  10  red 
burning  spots  came  and  went  on  palm  of  right  hand. 

5.  Man.  aet.  47,  robust.  From  15th  to  23d  October  took  20 
drops  of  tincture  daily,  on  24th  30  drops.  Dull  pain  in  head  and 
dreamful  sleep  were  noticed,  but  save  these  the  symptoms  produced 
were  entirely  seated  in  the  tongue.  Dull  pain  in  its  root  occurred 
on  20th,  when  it  looked  somewhat  red  and  swollen  ;  this  recurred 
with  increasing  severity  every  evening  till  the  24th,  speech  being 
obstructed,  and  one  of  the  papillae  felt  enlarged.  He,  left  off  the 
medicine  from  25th  to  30th,  and  symptoms  disappeared  ;  but  on 
taking  daily  doses  of  30  drops  trom  31st  to  7th  November,  pain  re- 
turned and  increased,  with  swelling  as  before,  so  that  he  discontin- 
ued the  proving.  In  three  day:^  the  tongue  was  again  quite 
normal. 

[There  are  1^  other  provings  of  like  kind  ;  but  the  above 
were  thought  sufficient  by  way  of  specimen.  | 
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PROF.  S.  LILIBNTHAL,  M.  D.,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  EDITOR. 


PSYCHOSIS  AND  CARCINOMA. 

A  porter,  aefc.  55,  for  some  time  out  of  work,  took  sick  -l^^ebru- 
ary,  1882,  complaining  of  vomiting  of  blood,  general  malaise, 
oedematous  swelling  of  the  feet,  and  difficult  urination.  Under 
milk  treatment  he  recovered  so  far  that  he  could  perform  some 
light  jobs,  but  he  felt  still  out  of  sorts,  without  complaining  of 
anything  in  particular. 

February  15,  1883,  he  is  brought  to  the  insane  asylum  on  ac- 
count of  paroxysms  of  fury,  fearing  that  his  wife  wants  to  poison 
him,  and  puts  dirt,  and  other  nasty  things  before  him  to  eat,  which 
give  him  colic,  and  make  him  have  nausea  and  vertiginous.  Patient 
is  of  medium  size,  bony,  emaciated,  without  adipose  tissue  ;  mus- 
cles relaxed,  eyes  sunken  in,  face  pale,  cachectic.  He  has  a  sinister 
look.  Pains  in  abdomen,"otherwise  nothing  remarkable,  especially 
not  in  relation  to  the  stomach.  Vomiting  the  day  after  his  en- 
trance, from  drinking  coflFee,  and  after  dinner.  No  vomiting  more, 
though  according  to  his  own  desire  he  dines  on  meat  and  rye 
bread.  Mentally  cross,  full  of  mistrust,  still  harps  on  the  poison- 
ing done  by  his  wife.     Has  gained  five  pounds. 

March. — Patient  feels  better,  feet  and  face  somewhat  oedema- 
tous, looks  miserable.  Eats  well  what  is  given  to  him  (coffee, 
rolls,  vegetables,  meat,  rye  bread)  without  vomiting.  Mentally  still 
more  depressed,  asks  the  other  patients  to  taste  his  food  before  he 
will  eat  it.    Lost  seven  pounds. 

April. — A  close  examination  of  the  abdominal  organs  fails  to 
reveal  a  tumor,  or  any  decided  painful  spots.  To  pressure  he  reacts 
with  strong  reflex  action.  '  During  the  month  there  are  periods 
when  he  appears  stupid,  lies  in  bed  without  moving,  talks  to  him- 
self m  a  whispering  manner,   or  repeats   the  same  word  over  and 
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over,  and  siuldenl}'  as  in  rapture  strikes  himself  on  bis  chevst  or 
head.  He  seems  to  be  full  of  anguish,  thinks  of  having  offended 
everybody,  connnitted  many  sins  ;  was  willing  to  die  if  such  a 
thing  were  possible.  Makes  mistakes  in  recognizing  people,  and 
sees  on  the  walls  animals  which  are  tortured,  and  hears  their 
cries.  J"5egs  not  to  let  htln  starve,  but  refuses  food  except  they  are 
semifluid.  He  feels  miserable  and  exhausted.  No  romlf'nnj.  Loss 
eight  pounds. 

May. — Partly  querulant,  partly  still  more  depressed  with  fear 
of  death.  Keeps  striking  himself  on  the  face  ;  does  it  out  of  fun, 
as  he  says,  is  still  afraid  of  being  poisoned,  and  takes  his  food 
very  cautiously.  Oedema  pedum.  Cachexia  steadily  increases.  No 
vomiting.     Loss  three  pounds. 

June. — Mentally  the  same.     A  small  ulcer  forms  on  the  nose  ; 

thinks  it  is  syphilitic.  Takes  hardly  any  food  ;  bowels  move  ever}' 
other  day  regularly.     No  vomiting.     Loss  six  pounds. 

July. — Does  not  take  his  wine,  because  it  is  no  wine  ;  refuses 
soup  because  drugs  are  mixed  with  it.  V^ery  cross  and.  suspicious. 
Hydrops  ;  anasarca,  steady  decrease  of  strength  and  increasing 
emaciation.     No  vomiting.     Loss  three  pounds. 

August. — Considers  cott'ee  to  be  wine,  and  is  always  afraid  of 
being  poisoned.  August  19  pulse  ^'^,  and  shortly  Ijefore  death 
temperature  85.1. 

Autopsy  revealed  extreme  emaciation, anaemia,  and  a  carcinoma 
medullare  along  the  whole  curvatura  minor  ventriculi  from  the 
eardia  to  the  pylorus. 

It  is  interesting  in  this  case  that  the  chief  symptom  of  the 
ps3'chosis  was  the  delusion  of  being  poisoned,  which  certainly  can 
be  brought  in  connection  with  the  somatic  disease,  though  with 
the  exception  <>f  the  cachexia  there  was  not  one  symptom  charac- 
teristii!  of  carcinoma.  .  No  vomiting^  no  pain,  no  tumor  could  be 
felt.  The  emaciation,  as  well  as  the  loss  of  power,  could  as  well  be 
caused  by  his  refusal  to  take  food.  The  low  temperature  before 
death  is  also  of  interest, 

(The  case  was  certainly  an  incurable  one  from  the  start,  but 
some  amelioration  might  perhaps  be  got  from  our  reme- 
dies, which  have  fear  of  being  poisoned  ;  Allium  sativum,  which 
has  also  burning  eructations  ;  loathing  of  food  lancinations  iu 
stomach,  sensation  of  a  weight  in  the  stomach  ;  dull  pain  iu  epi- 
gastric region,  felt  only  on  deep  inspiration,  all  symptoujs  belong- 
ing also  to  carcinoma.  Drosera  and  (jlonoine  have  also  fear  of  l>e- 
ing  poisoned,  but  not  the  other  symptoms.) 
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PKOF.  CLIFFORD    MIT(  HKLL,    A.  H.,  M.  I>.  (  HK  A(t<).    11. 1..,  KI>ITi>K. 

rinXARY  MEMOKAXDA.— By  thk  Elitok. 

Mijnttir  pisrasf  nf'  fitr  Kifhu'ffs — Several  eaj«es  of  this  dis(»ase 
have  been  reporter]  this  year  hy  Haiiiijertjer.  Antreeht  and  Litton. 
The  latter  in  the  Zcltsrltritf  /*.  KUn.  Med.,  says  that  two  [)ers()iis, 
livinjy  totjether  in  one  hou-e,  heeanie  sihidenly  atfeeted  with  ritj- 
ors,  great  increase  of  temperature,  ami  albuminuria  of  a  hiirh  de- 
gi'ee.  Under  unemic  s\'mptoms  botli  died.  Towan?  the  end  ^)er- 
fect  anaemia  was  present.  At  the  i)ost  mortem  the  kidneys  were 
found  Hlled  with  bacteria.  Both  [)atients  had  be<Mi  drinkino^  water 
from  a  well  near  a  graveyard,  and  the  water  was  found  to  be  full  ot 
bacteria. 

r>inhefpii  MrJIitiis. — Dr.  Austin  Flint  says  that  either  this  dis- 
ease  occurs  more  frequently  than  iornierly,  or  else  it  is  more  often 
recognized  than  it  hitherto  has  been.  A  favorable  prognosis  can 
be  made  in  a  considerable  proportion  of  cases  of  diabetes.  Dietetic 
treatment,  in  his  opinion,  if  thoroughly  and  rigidly  (larried  out, 
will  either  reduce  the  sugar  to  a  small  amount,  or  cause  it  to  disap- 
|K*ar  altogether. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Draper  thinks  the  same  in  regard  to  dietetic  treat- 
ment. 

A}i(rsfhrff{'s  in  D'nicn^r  of  fJir  KidHCi/s. — In  th(»  MrdfCfff  (UkI 
Sin'(/i((tJ  Ne/)0)'frr  we  find  a  note  in  regard  to  deaths  from  use  ot 
amesthetics  where  the  patitMit  is  suffering  from  kidney  disease.  The 
kidneys  are  the  active  agents  in  eliminating  ether  from  tlu»  blood, 
and  if  they  are  unabb*  to  perform  this  of^Hce,  and  the  skin  is  c!old, 
moist  and  inactive,  death  will  sujiervrne  from  accumulation  of  mu- 
cus in  the  lungs,  or  from  coui/estiou  of  thf  brain  when  true 
Hright's  disf'as(*4)f  the  kidneys  is  present. 
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Pepsin  as  a  Solvent  in  Albuminous  Obstruction  of  the  Bladder. — 
The  London  Medical  Record  contains  an  account  of  the  case  of  an 
old  man  of  80,  suffering  from  retention  of  urine,  in  whose  case  the 
introduction  of  the  catheter  failed  to  produce  the  desired  result.  It 
was  found  that  the  bladder  contained  coagulated  albuminoid 
masses  mixed  with  blood.  A  few  hours  after  the  injection  of  about 
16  grains  of  Dr.  Jensen's  pepsin,  dissolved  in  water^  a  large  amount 
of  dark,  viscid,  fetid  fluid  readily  escaped  by  the  catheter. 

Syphilitic  Polyuria, — The  New  Orleans  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal 
discusses  this  disease.  Semmola,  of  Naples,  affirms  that  there  is  a 
form  of  cerebral  syphilis  which  may  be  the  cause  of  polyuria.  In 
one  case  the  patient  voided  43  pints  of  urine  in  24  hours,  the  spe- 
cific gravity  varying  from  1001  to  1005.  Antisyphilitic  treatment 
(albuminate  of  mercury  subcutaneously,  and  iodide  of  potassium\ 
cured  him  in  two  months. 

Tube- Casts  in  Diseases  not  Brighfs. — In  the  3oston  Med.  and 
Surg.  Journal  we  notice  an  extract  from  the  Lyon  Medical^  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Casts  have  been  found  in  the  urine  of  individuals  suffering 
from  acute  non-renal  diseases,  jn  whom  an  auiiopsy,  with  micro- 
scopical examination,  confirmed  the  entire  absence  of  any  lesion  of 
the  kidneys.  One  was  a  man  who  died  of  pneumonia ;  hyaline 
casts  were  found  in  great  numbers  in  his  urine  during  life.  An- 
other died  of  double  pneumonia  ;  during  life  his  urine  contained 
albumin,  and  numerous  waxy  and  granular  casts.  In  a  case  of 
aortic  insufficiency  and  cardiac  irregularit}',  with  transitory  albu- 
minuria, a  few  waxy  casts  were  found,  but  no  granular  ones.  In 
another  case,  a  man  having:  acute  bronchitis  with  tricuspid  regur- 
gitation and  oedema,  had  many  casts  in  the  urine,  mostly  transparent, 
but  some  with  fissured  edges  and  others  granular. 

Semiology  of  Urine,  in  a  Nutshell. — Dr.  Formed,  in  the  Louis- 
ville Medical  News,  says  :  1.  Sediment  in  the  urine  has  no  signifi- 
cance unless  deposited  within  24  hours.  2.  Albumin  in  the  urine 
does  not  indicate  kidney  disease  unless  accompanied  by  tube  casts. 
The  most  fatal  form  of  Bright's  disease— contracted  kidney — has 
little  or  no  albumin.     3.  Every  white  crj^stal   in  the  urine,  regard- 
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less  of  shape,  is. a  phosphate  [not  phosph//^  as  in  several  jour- 
nals.— C.  M.]  except  oxalate  of  lime,  which  has  its  own  peculiar 
form  [dumb-bells   or   letter  envelopes. — C.   M.],   urine    alkaline. 

4.  Every  yellow  crystal  is  uric  acid,  or  a  urate  [not  urinate,  as 
ridiculously  printed  in  some  journals — C.  M.]  if  alkaline.  5.  Mu- 
cus casts,  pus,  and  epithelium  signify  disease  of  the  bladder  (cysti- 
tis), or  of  other  parts  of  the  urinarv  tract,  as  determined  by  the 
variety  of  epithelium  [round  or  oval  cells  :  urethra,  bladder,  kidney 
pelvis,  ureters  ;  epithelial  cells  lamellar,  very  thin,  polygonal :  pel- 
vis of  kidney,  ureters,  vagina,  urethra ;  cylindrif.al  columnar : 
bladder,  ureters,  pelvis  of  kidney.— C.  M. ]  6.  The  urine  of  females 
can  often  be  differentiated  from  that  of  males  by  the  presence  of 
tessellated  epithelium  of  the  vagina.  7.  Hyaline  casts  (narrow), 
blood  and  epithelial  casts  signify  acute  catarrhal  nephritis.  Much 
albumin.  8.  Broad  hyaline  casts,  and  epithelial  dark  granular, 
and  oil  casts  signify  chronic  catarrhal  nephritis.  At,  first  much 
albumin,  later  less.  9.  Hyaline  and  pale,  granular  casts,  and  little 
or  no  albumin,  signify  interstitial  nephritis.  10.  Broader  casts  are 
worse  than  narrow,  as  far  as  diagnosis  is  concerned,  for  the  former 
signify  a  chronic'disease.  11.  Urine  for  microscopical  examination 
should  be  fresh,  as  the  micrococci  will  change  hyaline  casts  into 
granular  ones,  or  devour  them  entirely  in  a  short  time.  12.  Uric 
acid  in  the  urine  may,  in  Trommer's  test  for  sugar,  form  a  protox- 
ide of  copper,  thus  deceiving  the  examiner  in  the  belief  that  he  has 
found  sugar.  [It  has  been  already  mentioned  in  this  department 
that  in  the  editor's  experience  as  a  teacher  he  has  seen  Trommer's 
test  cause  much  confusion.  Some  other  test  should  be  used.  For- 
mad  prefers  the  lead  test.  The  use  of  Fehling's  solution,  in  the 
form  of  pellets^  is  the  most  convenient  for  the  busy  practitioner. — 
C  M.J  13.  The  microscope  gives  us  better  ideas  of  the  exact  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  the  examination  of  urine  than  the  various  chem- 
ical tests.  [The  application  of  the  microscope  to  the  detection  of 
albumin,  and  sugar  has  not  yet  been  made  with  any  very  striking 
success.  Moreover,  the  inexperienced  have  much  less  difficulty  in 
making  the  chemical  tests  than  in  using  the  microscope.     To  teach 


814  AMKUicAX  OBSKKVEK.  [December 

a  be<j:innor  how  to  reco^fiiizea  hyaline  cast  is  more  diiiieiilt  than  to  make 
him  tolerably  familiar  with  the  whole  lin(;  of  chemieal  tests. — C  M.] 
Therefore  the  time  has  come  when  every  true  physician  should  know 
how  to  handle  the  microse()])e.  [Kvery  one  will  admit  tlie  truth  of 
the  last  statement  and  the  value  of  the  microscope  as  an  aid  to  diag- 
nosis, but  it  is  doubtful  whether  microscopy  unaided  by  chemistrv 
would  be  of  much  more  value  than  chemistry  unaided  by  microscopy, 

— r.  M.J  '    . 

Benzodtc  of  L'lnoJionidlne. — Honchardat  {Plnirm.-Poat)  recom- 
mends this  salt  ill  mild  cases  of  diabetes  \Vith  excessive  uric  acid  pro- 
duction— a  condition  which  he  terjus  '' glyco-|)olyuric  diabetes."  Ae- 
Ci)rding  to  Ure  the  benzoic  acid  unites  with  the  uric  acid  to  form  hip- 
puric  acid,  or  alkaline  hip])urates,  which  are  both  more  soluble  than 
uric  acid  or  urates. 

yeiv  Test  fov  Sugar. — The  Jjuncft  and  Chnn.  Zeit.  contain  the 
following- :  Jf  ecpuil  volumes  of  })otassa  aiul  of  a  concentrated  solu- 
tion of  picric  acid  are  mixed,  picrate  of  potassium  is  precipitated, 
which,  on  warming,  dissolves  to  a  transparent  orange-red  liquid.  If 
glucose  be  added  to  this  liipiid  it  becomes  ])urple  and  almost  black,  on 
being  boiled. 

Albuminuria  due  to  CutaneoUf<  Irriiatloii. — Dr.  Mikrau,  in  the 
Jiecord,  advances  the  following:  1.  Cutaneous  excitement,  by  what- 
ever means  produced,  nuiy  give  rise  to  albuminuria.  2.  The  amount 
of  albumin  which,  in  such  a  case,  can  be  almost  at  once  detected,  will 
vary  according  to  the  degree  of  the  excitement,  the  energy  of  the  ex- 
citing agent,  the  extent  of  surface  acted  on  and  the  ditTaticm  of  the 
excitement,  o.  The  duration  of  the  albuminuria  will  also  be  Jeter- 
mined  by  the  same  conditions ;  in  most  cases  it  is  transient,  but,  un- 
der  the  influence  of  extreme  peripheral  irritation,  it  may  persist, 
along  with  alteration  in  the  organic  structure  involved.  4.  Albu- 
minuria proceeding  from  cutaneous  excitement  depends  proximately 
on  a  disturbance  of  vaso-motor  innervation. 

New  Substance  in  the  Urine. — The  nund)er  of  bodies  found  in 
the  urine  is  ever  on  the  increase.     The  last   oiw.    is  reported  by  Ploz 
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(Zeitschrift  f.  Physiol.  Chemi'l  Band  vi.,  p.  oOf),  1882).  In  the 
case  of  a  patient  liaving  Bright's  disease,  the  urine,  on  exposure  to 
the  air,  became  greenish-brown,  whicli  color  disappeared  when  the 
urine  was  kept  for  some  time  in  a  closed  vessel.  On  exposure  to  the 
air  in  a  thin  laver  the  surface  of  the  urine  took  a  tf-reenish-brown 
color,  passing  to  a  permanent  red.  The  coloring  matter  had  neither 
the  characteristics  of  uro-erythrino  nor  of  ur()-ru])rohematine,  and 
Ploz  thinks  it  a  new  substance. 

Urine  Ferments  nnd  Fermentation. — According  to  Bcchamp,  at- 
mofipherie  (jerm^i  cannot  enter  the  bladder  bij  tJfe  arethra  ;  this  is  ana" 
tomically  impossible.  Even  supposing  tluit  ferment  germs  enter  the 
bladder  during  catheterization  they  are  not  the  cause  of  amuKmiacal 
fermentation.  When  urine  becomes  ammouiacal  in  the  bhukler  it  is 
due  to  some  morbid  state  of  the  urinary  apj)aratus,  or  to  a  diabetic 
state.  ^ 

Pregnancy  and  Diabetes. — Dr.  J.  Matthews  Duncan,  from  observ- 
ation of  22  pregnancies,  argues  as  follows  : 

1.  Diabetes  may  come  on  during  pregnancy. 

2.  Diabetes  may  occur  only  during  pregnancy,  being  absent  at 
other  times. 

3.  Diabetes  may  cease  with  the  termination  of  pregnancy,  re- 
curring some  time  afterward. 

4.  Diabetes  may  conie  on  soon  after  parturition. 

'  o.     Diabetes  may  not  return  in  a  pregnancy   occurring  after  its 
cure. 

().     Pregnancy  may  occur  during  diabetes. 

7.  Pregnancy  and  [)arturition  may  be  a[)parently  unaffected  in 
their  healthy  ])rogress  by  diabetes. 

8.  Pregnancy  is  very  liable  to  l>e  interrupted  in  its  course  ;  and 
probably  always  by  death  of  foetus. 

Tachetic  Symmetrical  danyrenf. — An  interesting  ]>oint  has  been 
brought  out  in  a  case  of  the  above  nature.  Intermittent  true  hema- 
turia may  take  place  in  the  course  of  the  disease.  Oxalate  crystals 
in  great  abundance  when  the  henuituria  is  abundant,  and   vice   versa. 
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Hoffman  on  Globulin. — F.  A.  Hoffman  finds  that  in  albuminuria 
the  relation  of  globulin  to  albumin  varies  nruch  and  varies  greatly  in 
the  same  person  at  different  times  of  the  day.  Improvement  in  the' 
condition  of  the  patient  is  always  marked  by  a  diminution  in  the  pro- 
portion of  globulin.  This  4s  generally  associated,  but  not  always, 
with  a  dimiiiution  in  the  total  amount  of  albuinin.  In  two  persons 
suffering  from  the  same  form  of  kidney  disease,  the  condition  of  the 
one  with  the  smaller  })rop()rtion  of  globulin  is  the  better.  [There  is 
hardly  any. doubt  but  that  in  due  time  the  chemical  tests  for  albumin 
in  the  urine  will  be  perfect  enough  for  us  to  determine  readily  which 
variety  of  albumin,  whether  serum  albumin,  paralbumin  or  paraglob- 
ulin,  is  present,  and  in  the  greatest  amount.  At  present  the  hurried 
physician  hardly  has  means  at  his  avail  to  determine  anything  but 
"  albumin,"  without  regard  to  its  variety.  Globulin  (called  also  par- 
globulin)  may  be  detected  by  diluting  the  urine  and  passing  carbonic 

acid  gas  through  it,  or  by  precipitating  with  magnesium  sulphate. — 
CM.] 

Changes  in  the  Semilunar  Ganglia, — DaCosta  and  Longstreth 
hold  that  lesions  in  the  kidneys  are  a  direct  result  of  certain  changes 
in  the  semilunar  ganglia.  Dr.  Saundby,  of  England,  combats  this 
idea  and  holds  that  the  ganglionic  lesions  are  the  results  of  irritative 
action  set  up  by  the  renal  disease,  it  being  well  known  that  in  a  great 
number  of  pathological  conditions  in  which  there  is  structural  altera- 
tion of  any  of  the  viscera,  irritative  changes  do  occur  in  the  related 
sympathetic  ganglia. 

Semmola  on  BrighVs  Di^^ease. — Semmola,  of  the  University  of 
Naples,  has  been  investigating  the  relation  of  Bright's  disease  to  pro- 
gressive enfeeblement  of  the  respiratory  functions  of  the  skin.  He 
thinks,  from  experiments  on  dogs,  that  it  is  incontestable  that  the  first 
stage  of  Bright's  disease  is  constituted  by  a  profound  modification  of 
the  albuminoids  of  the  blood,  which  succeeds  in  proportion  to  the 
progressive  enfeeblement  of  the  respiratory  functions  of  the  skin  un- 
der the  influence  of  cold  and  moisture,  which  are,  in  his  opinion,  the 

fundamental  causes  of  Bright's  disease.  This  action  of  damp  cold  is 
very  slow,  and  Bright  subjects  are  already  victims  of  the  disease  be- 
fore they  are  aware  of  it. 
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Btomide  of  Arseiiic  in  Dtabetea. — This  sub^stance,  termed  also 
Arsenite  of  bromine,  has  been  given  successfully  iw,  two  cases  of  diaber 
tes  mellitus. 

Estimation  of  the  Chlorides, — In  a  series  of  articles  on  the  "  nor- 
mal constituents  "  of  urine,  written  by  the  editor  of  this  department 
in  the  Observer  three  or  four  years  ago,  attention  was  called  to  the 
value  of  estimating  them  in  many  diseases.  The  LoiMon  Lancet  now 
takes  up  the  cudgel  in  favor  of  estimating  the  chlorides.  The  diseases 
in  which  the  chlorides  are  diminished  have  been  enumerated  at  such 
length  in  the  Observer  that  to  (juotc  the  words  of  the  Lancet  is 
hardly  necessary*  It  speaks,  however,  of  a  simple  apparatus  con- 
trived by  M.  Burot  for  the  estimation  of  chlorides  which  may,  with 
profit,  be  noticed.  Burot*s  instrument  ccmsists  of  a  small  flask  fur- 
nished at  its  inferior  extremity  with  an  ampulla  (iapable  of  holding 
just  one  cubic  centimetre  of  urine.  A  pipette  is  obtained,  gauged  in 
tenths  of  a  cubic  centimetre.  Another  little  flask  containing  a  solu- 
tion of  nitrate  of  silver  is  used,  from  which  the  pipette  may  suck  up 
some  of  its  contents  by  means  of  a  ball  of  caoutchouc.  A  cubic  cen- 
timetre of  urine  is  first  treated  with  a  solution  of  potassic  chromate. 
The  solution  of  silver  nitrate  of  known  strength  is  their  dropped  in 
by  means  of  the  pipette.  The  whole  of  the  chlorides  in  the  urine 
have  been  obtained  when  the  caf<^  au  lait  precipitate  of  chromate  of 
silver  appears.  [Knowing  the  amount  of  silver  nitrate  used,  the 
amount  of  chlorides  can  be  calculated  in  the  usual  manner.  A  few 
drops  only  of  the  neutral  chromate  of  potassium  need  by  added.  Ob- 
jections to  this  process  will  be  found  in  Neubauer  ahd  Vogel. — C.  M.] 


Testing  for  Albuminuria. — (Medical  Record,) — Ur.  J.  C. 
Neal  writes  :  '•  Is  it  on  record  as  diagnostic  of  albuminuria,  that  a 
portion  of  urine,  if  shaken  in  a  test-tube  or  bottle,  develops  a  foam 
or  '  beady'  stratum  on  top — quite  permanent  if  the  albumen  be  in 
any  quantity?  This  occurs  early  in  the  case,  long  before  the  dys- 
pnoea pallor  or  anasarca,  and  is,  perhaps,  the  first  indication  of  the 
disease."  We  believe  that  the  same  appearance  results  from  the 
presence  of  pus  and  mucus. 
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ANTISEPTIC  AND  DISINFECTANT  VALUE  OF  COPPER 

AND  ITS  SALTS. 

CLIFFORD  MITCHELL,  M.    I>.,    PROFESSOR    OF    CHEMISTRY,  CHICAGO    HO- 

MCEOPATHIC   COLLEGE. 

From  time  to  time  I    liav3   supplied  this  department  of  the 
Obsekvkr  witli  notes  in  regard  to  the  action  of  copper  and  ita 
various  salts.  "^  A  great  investigator  of  the  toxic  properties  of  this 
metal  has  been  Galippe,  of  Paris.     At  one  time  he  fed  a  rabbit 
for  six   months  on   a  diet  composed  chiefly   of  copper  acetate, 
wliich,  failing  to  kill   the  animal,  Gallipe  himself  dispatched  it 
and  cooked  and  ate  the  liver,  experiencing  no  inconvenience  from 
tha  repast.     It  was  cliiefly  due   to  the  industry  and  assiduity  of 
Galippe  in  investigating  many   points  in  regard  to  the  compara- 
tively harmless  character  of  the  salts  of  copi)er  that  the  French 
Government  decided  that  sulphate  of  copper,  as  found  in  pickles, 
did   not  constitute   an   adulteration,   and   was  not   injurious  to 
health.     A  note  in  regard  to  this   action  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment appeared  in  the  Observer  for  June,  1880,  ]>.  290;  in  the 
same  number  was  an  article  on  a  case  of  poisoning  by  arsenite  of 
cop])er — 750  grains  at  a  dose  having  caused  death  only  after  thtj 
lapse  of  five  dayH.     One  vcar  ago  1  published  a  note  (Observer, 
November;  1882  ;  ]).  481)  in  regard  to  the  statistics  collected  by 
Burcq  and    reported    to    the    French    Academy    of    Medicine. 
Burcq's  conclusions  were  very  interesting,  and  as  follows:   Work- 
ers in  copper  who  absorb  in  the  form   of  dust  notable  quantities 
of  this  njetal  are,  as  a  rule,  protected  from  cholera  and  some 
other  infectious  diseases,  notably  typhoid  fever.     In    the  French 
society  called  **Bou  Accord" — composed  wholly  of  workers,  en- 
gravers and  turners   in  bronze — not  one  member  has  died  from 
cholera  or  typhoid  tever  since  1819,  although  both  these  diseases 
have  I'aged   in   a  building  occupied  in  part  by  members  of  the 
society.     Many  other  figures  were  produced  by  Bureq  substanti- 
ating his  affirmations.     Many  practical  applications  of  the  theory 
were  thought  of:     Marjolin  suggested  that  planks  used  for  build- 
ing ships  be  saturated  in  solutions  of  copper  sulphate.     Tjater 
facts  and  experiments,  however,  have  tended,  as  is  often  the  case, 
"to  muddy  the  stream  upwards,"  and  several  investigators  have 
arisen  wlio  laugh  to  scorn  tlie  figures  of  Burcq  and  his  adherents. 
The  especial  thorn  to  Burcq's  rose  is  Bailly ;    this  gentleman 
claims  that  at  a  town  callei  Villedieu-les-Poele<j,  in  FVanee,  well 
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known  for  its  industries  in  the  line  of  nianufrtcture  of  copixjr 
utensils,  epidemics  of  cholera  have  destroyed  large  numbers  of 
persons.  The  last  epidemic  of  typhoid  i'kivev  in  this  town  was 
murderous  in  its  severity,  raging  with  espeeijd  violence  in  a 
street  itihabited  almost  exclusively  by  workmen  in  copper.  In 
1870-71  variola  killed  more  persoais  there  than  in  any  other  town 
of  the  arondisiseiaent.  Influenced  by  the  con  trad  ictorv  state- 
ments  of  Burcq  and  l^ailly,  another  French  scientist,  Bochefon- 
taine  by  name,  has  called  up  the  experiments  of  himself  and 
<jali]>})e,  undertaken  in  1S77.  The  object  of  his  ex[)eriment8 
has  been  to  ascertain  the 'action  of  Sulphate  of  co])per  on  mi- 
cn>bes.  The  results  of  Bochetontaine's  work  are  set  forth  vn  the 
Jourhul  dc  Plmrin/iclc  d.  dc  (J/itoaie  foi*  Novembei*,  1S8^).  His 
conclusions  are  :  That  the  proportion  ot  Sulphate  of  (;op[K*r  neces- 
sary to  arrest  the  developnient  of  vibriones  is  more  than  that 
which. kills  the  nnimal  experimented  on,  namely,  at  least  four 
times  more  than  that  which  kills  a  guinea  pig,  and  ten  times 
greater  than  tliat  which  may  cause  death  in  a  dog.  Experimental 
bacterijvm ia  nrffx^  be  brouicht  about  hs  well  in  animals  submitted 
to  the  action  of  non-fatal  doses  of  Sulphate  of  copper  as  in  those 
which  are  not.  Bacteria  develope  in  the  blood  of  animals  which 
succuitib  to  the  effects  of  Copper  sulphate,  introduced  alone  un- 
der the  skin  or  into  the  circulation.  Bixjliefontaine  argues,  there- 
fore, that  if  Sulphate  ot*eopper  possesses  a  ])rophylactic  action 
on  typhoid  fever,  cholera  and  other  maladies,  we  arc  almost  cer- 
tain that  the  contagious  element  upon  which  it  exercises  its  ])re- 
ventive  power  is  not  composed  of  microbes.  If  iti  should  be 
found  out  that  cholera  or  other  infectious  diseases  are  produced 
by  vibriones,  it  would  be  necessary  to  resort  to  an  entirely  differ- 
ent remedy  than  the  Sulphate  of  copj>er. 

Micquel,  however,  has  j»reseuted  a  note  in  regard  to  Copper 
sulphate  to  the  French  xVcademv  of  a  son»ewhat  different  tenor 
from  the  assertions  of  Bochefontaine:  Sidphate  of  copper  has  a 
very  high  station  among  bodies  having  the  power  to  prevent  and 
suspend  putrefaction  of  animal  matters. 

If  we  compare  the  Sulphate  ot*  coi)per  with  other  salts  we 
find  it  from  two  to  three  times  more  antiseptic  than  those  of  lead, 
uranium,  thallium,  nickel,  zinc,  aluminum,  cobalt  and  manganese. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  interior  to  the  soluble  salts  of  platinum,  gold, 
silver  and  mercury.  Sulphate^  of  cop})er  has  an  aseptic  action, 
only  slightlj  superior  to  salicylic  and  benzoic  acids,  but  is  twice 
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as  powerful  as  thymic  acid,  three  tim^s  as  phenic,  five  times  as 
ahim,  tannin  and  arscnious  acid,  and  lastly,  ten  times  as  power- 
ful as  chloral  hvdrate,and  the  salts  of  the  protoxide  of  iron 

To  refuse  the  aid  of  Cupric  salts  in  surgery  and  in  hygiene  is  to 
deprive  ourselves  of  most  powerful  auxiliaries  having  the  advant- 
age over  others  of  being  cheap  and  easy  to  handle. 

Dechambre,  discussing  the  snarl  into  which  copper  has  led 
the  scientiats,  says :  the  experiments  simply  prove  that  germs 
will  not  develop,  or  will  die,  in  contact  with  a  certain 
amount  of  (iopper  sulphate.  Experience  alone  will  determine 
whether  the  microbe  of  a  given  malady  will  enter  the  organism 
of  an  individual  under  the  influence  of  this  substance.  More- 
over, the  vitality  of  the  same  microbe  varies  exceedingly  accord- 
ing to  the  medium  of  culture,  and  a  microbe  killed  in  one  infus- 
ion by  a  certain  dose  of  an  antiseptic  substance  may  resist  the 
action  of  the  same  dose  when  in  the  blood ;  the  vitality.of  the 
microbes  varies  also  with  the  species,  and  a  substance  which 
easily  kill*  this  or  that  microbe  migrht  have  but  little  action  on 
another,  as  for  instance,  that  of  cholera. 


JUi>  Latin. — {Medical  Age,) — A  writer  in  the  Australian 

Medical  Journal  has  been  reading  the  diploma  of  a  Philadelphia 

medical  college,  and^  subjecting  its  Latin  to  the  standard  tests. 
He  pronounces  it  hideously  bad  Latin,  and  full  ot  such  gram^ 
niatical  blunders  as  a  school  boy  should  be  whipped  for  j>erpe- 
trating.  Among  its  questionable  L*atinisms  is  '***n  irwre  jocuii^ 
do^'^  which  is  intended  to  describe  the  manner  in  which  the  ex- 
aminations were  passed.  As  this  rendered  in  good  English  is 
"  in  jovial  fashion,"  perhaps  the  expression  is  not  as  inept  as  the 
critic  proclaims  it  to  be.  There  are  certainly  ^me  very  jovial 
happenings  in  connection  with  graduation,  and  among  them  are 
the  solemn  faces  with  which  professors  declare  before  the  public 
on  commencement  night  that  the  student  has  passed  a  satisfac- 
tory examination  for  his  degree.     It's  a  roaring,  jovial  farce. 


Work. — lluskin  never  said  a  truer  thing  than  this:  ^*  If  you 
want  knowledge  you  must  toil  for  it;  if  you  want  food  3'ou  must 
work  for  it;  and  if  pleasure  you  must  toil  for  it.  Toil  is  the  law. 
Pleasure  conies  through  toil,  and  not  by  self-indulgence  and  indo- 
lence.    When  one  gets  to  love  work  lifie  is  a  happy  one. 


i 
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H.  >V.  TAYLOR,  M.  D.,  TERRE  HAUTE,  INI).,  EDITOR. 


VIRULENT  BLENORRHAGIA. 

1  do  not  propose  to  write  on  the  treatment  of  the  ordinary  form 
of  gonorrhcea,  but  of  a  peculiar  condition  of  the  urethra,  known  as 
virulent  Menorrhagia.  Gonorrhoea  simplex  is  a  matter  of  less  im- 
portance, when  properly  treated,  and  is  as  amenable  to  treatment 
as  catarrh.  There  are  some  individuals  who  are  peculiarly  predis- 
posed with  regard  to  raucous  inflammations,  and  when  attacked  by 
it,  whether  in  the  urethra,  or  in  any  other  mucous  membrane,  the 
process  is  always  of  a  very  active  or  sthenic  character,  and  shows  a 
most  obstinate  inclination  to  become  chronic.  The  form  of  gon- 
orrhoea which  I  wish  to  call  attention  to.  is  that  which  arises  from 
a  masked  or  concealed  chancre  in  the  urethra ;  not  a  common 
affair,  it  is  true,  yet  by  many  members  of  the  profession  it  is 
entirely  overlooked ;  and  all  discharges  from  the  urethra  are 
treated  by  them  as  ordinary  gonorrhcea,  whether  the  discharge  be 
malignant  or  benign,  as  regards  contagiousness.  I  ])ropose,  there- 
fore, to  call  attention  to  this  subject,  and  give  a  few  cases  by  way 
of  illustration.  I  cannot  do  better  than  to  suggest  a  few  thoughts 
in  the  commencement,  in  regard  to  the  infectiousness  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  the  class  of  individuals  affected  in-  this  way.  Patients 
will  often  say  to  their  physician,  when  they  call  to  be  treated  for 
gonorrhoea,  "  Doctor,  the  woman  who  gave  me  this  disease  is 
perfectly  well ;''  and,  upon  examination  of  the  female,  such  is  often 
found  to  be  the  case  ;  not  a  trace  of  disease  is  found  to  exist,  and 
yet  the  companion  is  affected  by  a  virulent  bleuorrhagia.  Ricord, 
wlio  is  good  authority,  gives  us  some  curious  and  singular  histories 
of  such  cases.     He  says  : 

'•A  young  and  small  household  had  invited  to  breakfast  a 
friend  of  the  husband.  The  repast  was  almost  terminated,  but  the 
appetite  was  not  satisfied.  It  was  decided  that  a  morsel  of  cheese 
should  he   added   to   the   feast.     The   husband   leaves   the   table, 
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(lesceiuls  four  pairs  of  stairs,  and  runs  to  a  neighboring  grocery  to 
seek  the  eonipleinent  of  the  friemlly  repiust.  Alas,  he  does  not 
return  sufficiently  quick  ;  during  his  short  absence,  and  between 
the  pear  and  the  cheese,  his  unfaithful  better  halt  committed 
adulter^'  with  his  perfidious  friend.  ThC-  husband  returns  ;  the 
repast  is  finished  :  coffi^e  and  its  accompaniments  are  taken  ;  the 
friend  retires:  and  the  husband,  in  his  turn,  consummates  the  con- 
jugal act.  Three  days  after  the  husband  comes  to  me  w^th  a 
chancre  of  the  u  ret  lira,  with  blenorrhagic  .symptoms.  •  He  was 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  and  he  assured  me  that  he  had  relations 
with  no  other  woman.  With  the  niost  careful  examination  of  the 
genital  or«:ans  of  that  w(mian,  1  could  not  discern  anything  sus- 
picious. My  prescription  made,  these  individuals  went  away, 
leaving  me  without  explanation  of  this  virulent  blenorrhagia  of 
the  husband  ;  but  the  next  diiy  the  wife  returned,  to  ask  me  if  I 
was  very  j^ure  that  she  was  not  diseased.  1  examined  her  anew, 
and  again  assured  her  that  she  was  perfectly  well.  Then  she 
related  to  me  the  history  which  I  have  just  told,  and  she  added, 
that  the  delinquent  was  there  and  begged  me  to  examine  him.  I 
found  upon  him  a  chancre  on  the  corona  glandis  in  the  specific 
period." 

The  onl}'  way  we  can  account  for  such  a  stare  of  affairs,  is 
this  :  The  vagina  or  internal  organs  act  as  a  receptacle  for  the 
virus,  and  it  is  thus  communicated  to  the  male.  The  experiments 
of  M.  Cullerier  also  conKrni  the  facts.  He  placed  some  virulent 
pus  in  the  vagina,  let  it- rest  there  for  some  time,  took  it  again 
upon  his  lancet,  and  inoculated  with  positive  results  ;  and  the 
vagina,  subjected  to  the  treatment  of  injections  only,  was  not 
infected. 

Another  fact  in  relation  to  this  disease  is,  that  no  coiistitu- 
tional  symptoms  ever  arise  from  gonorrhd^a  simplex.  Sometimes 
we  find  drug  symptoms  j^om  the  exce.ssive  use  of  copaiva,  cubebs, 
etc.,  but  these  very  soon  subside  when  their  use  is  discontinued. 

Patients  sometimes  affected  with  secondary  symptoms  accuse 
gonorrh(Ba  as  the  cause,  but  this  is  a  mistake.  There  must  have 
been  a  primary  syphilitic  affection  previously,  or  the  case  was  one 
of  virulent  blenorrhagia. 

•  Let  me  state  here,  that  the  expression,  virnhnt^  is  not  intended 
to  convey  the  idea  that  it  is  from  the  intensity  of  the  disease  that 
it  derives   this   cfistinctive   appellation,   but   from    the  malignant 
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character  of  the  discharge  :  aud  we  often  find  patients  who  riutfer 
very  little  inconvenience  from  the  actual  iuflainmatorv  syeiptoius. 
The  people  least  likely  to  contract   a   virulent   blen-irrha^ia   are 
those  of  a  dark,  swarthy  conif>lexiou,  and  a  thick  skin,  while  those 
of  the  opposite  temperament,   and   with    a   thin   skin,    f  roiii    the 
facility    with   which   abrasions   are   prodiicetl  daring   cort  us,    an<l 
the  more  rapid  absorption  of  virus  througli  the  integuments,  are 
most   likely  to  be   intected.     Of  the  character  of  thf^    discharge  I 
will  refer  to  hereafter,  merely  stating,  at  present,  that  th»*  duration 
of  the  discharge  is  uncertain.     In  some  ruses  the  disea<i»  is  devel- 
oped very  quickly  and  la^ts  a  long  time  ;  in  others  the  dnvelopment 
is  less  rapid.     If  I  am  calli.il  upon  to  treat  a  ciise  of  gonorrhoM. 
and  I  find  that  the  patient  is  of  the  above-named  class,  most  sus- 
ceptible to  the  action  of  the  virus,  the  discharge  having  a  rust- 
colored  ap|x?arance,  or  possibly  there  may  have  lx»en  at  some  time 
hemorrhage  of  the  urethra,  and  I  rind,  on  examination,  that  some 
portion  of  the  urethra  is  sensitive  to  touch  (usually  it  is  courined 
to  one  side,  is  often  the  seat  of  pain,  and   not  being   larger  than  a 
pea),  I  have  strong  suspicion  that  a  concealed   chancre  exists.     In 
order  to  ascertain  if  these  ulcerations  exist,  it  is  necessary  to  press 
upon  the  urethra  from  the  inferior  toward  the  superior   aspect,  as 
if  we  wished  to    make  the  meatus   gape.     In    exercising   this   ma- 
noeuvre, we  may  feel  an    induration    of  variable  size,  denoting  the 
situation  of  the  chancre  in  the   urethra,    which  some    writers   on 
syphilis  have  designated  by  the  name  of  "  rordr  blaniqK*'."     In  the 
greater  nnmlx»r  of  cases  it  is  easy  to  ascertain  the  side  ot  the  canal 
upon  which  the  ulceration  is  seated.     Independently  of  the   indu- 
rations being  felt  plainly  limited   to  one  side,  we  see  that  that  side 
forms   a  convexity,  while   the  healthy   side  separates  in  forming  a 
crescentric  groove.  When  the  pressure  is  applied  from  right  to  left 
nothing  is  felt,  and  the  induration  ceases    to   be  api)reciable.     The 
patient,  if  he    has   already  been    so  afflicted  as  to  have  a   chordee, 
will  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  pain  is  most  intense  in 

one  particular  point,  namely  the  location  of  the  ulcer.  If,  how- 
ever, yon  have  doubt  in  regard  to  the  case,  you  have  only  to  take  a 
small  quantity  of  the  discharge    upon    a   lancet,   and   inoculate  a 
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distant  part  of  the  body — the  arm,  for  instance — and  if  syphilis  be 
present,  the  characteristic  pnstle  will  soon  make  its  appearance  ; 
if  only  gonorrhea  ]>e  present,  no  such  results  will  occur. 

This  may  seem  to  soaie  a  matter  of  small  importance,  yet  it  is 
often  of  immense  aid,  not  only  in  the  treatment  of  the  case,  but  as 
a  means  of  preventing  the  transmission  of  a  disease  in  a  family.  I 
have  remarked  before,  that  the  duration  of  the  discharges  and  the 
amount  of  pain  experienced  by  the  patient,  should  be  looked  upon 
as  strong  symptoms  in  the  diagnosis  of  virulent  blenorrhagia. 

The  fact  of  these  ***ymptoms  being  present  in  but  slight  de- 
gree should  excite  no  suspicions,  for  it  is  under  just  such  circum- 
stances that  chancre  in  the  urethra  most  commonly  appears. 

A  singular  anomaly  sometimes  presents  itself  in  the  same  pa- 
tients ;  I  mean  the  coexistence  of  gonorrhoea  simplex  and  virulent 
blenorrhagia  in  the  same  person.  This  may  seem  strange,  never- 
theless it  is  true  :  and  the  first-named  disease  invariably'  Jissumes 
such  a  promineiu-e.  from  the  excessive  amount  of  puin  and  dis- 
charge, that  the  latter  is  often  entirely  overlooked.  The  gonor- 
rhoea having  exhausted  itself,  the  ulcer  will  start  into  life,  and  be- 
fore we  are  aware  of  its  existence  our  patient  may  be  afHicted  with 
constitutional  syphilitic  symptoms. 

Some  interesting  cases  have  come  under  my  care,  and  I  cannot 
do  better,  in  closing  this  paper,  than  to  give  the  history  of  one  or 
two  of  them. 

Case  I. — Mr.  J called  at  my  office  to  be  treated  for  a  sore 

throat,  which  he  had  been  informed  was  occasioned  by  mercury, 
which  he  had  taken  a  year  or  two  previous.  Upon  examination  of 
the  throat  1  found  the  copper-colored  eruption  characteristic  of 
syphilis.  On  making  inquiries,  I  learned  that  some  weeks  previous 
,  ;    .;         ,    ,,    '^^.^  >     ^orrh(Ba,  which  was  the  source  of  very  little 

'Hfi  ne.     I  informed  him  that  the  throat  trouble 
L    and  it  would  be  some  time  before  he  would 
'  knowleged  that  he  had   a  slight  discharge 
i^/:*,  > .         time,  but  as  that  was  his  first  act   of  diso- 
/,,    '  his  own  cousin,  he  could  not  be  convinced 
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that  he  had  syphilis,  although  he  was  quite  well  aware  that  his 
paramour  had  leueorrhoea  at  the  time. 

I  prescribed  for  the  ease,  and  he  went  his  way.  In  about  three 
weeks  he  returned,  remarking  that  he  had  recovered  completely, 
and  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  call  again  ;  lie  had  no  discharge 
from  the  urethra,  and  the  throat  trouble  had  disappeared. 

Now,  I  infer  that  in  this  case  there  was  a  masked  chancre  in 
the  urethra,  with  secondary  symptoms  already  beginning  to  show 
themselves,  when  he  presented  himselt   at  my  otHce  for  treatment. 

Case  IL — Mr. ,  clerk,  light  hair  and  blue  eyes,   called  for 

iulvice  in  regard  to  a  bad  gonorrhiei.  He  had  been  already  some 
time  under  treatment,  and  when  T  drht  saw  him  he  was  tormented 
with  an  intensely  itching  eruption  from  the  excessive  use  of  balsam 
copaiva.  There  was  a  thick,  purulent  discharge  from  the  urethra, 
rust-colored,  with  a  very  unpleasant  odor.  He  had  no  chordee, 
but  occasional  painful  erections  ;  the  discharge  was  on  the  increase 
rather  than  otherwise  ;  micturition  not  painful,  but  the  stream 
was  somewhat  impeded,  as  if  by  stricture  ;  some  enlargement  of 
the  glands  of  the  groin,  as  if  a  bubo  was  about  to  form. 

Diagnosis. — Gonorrhcea  simplex,  with  masked  chancre  ot  the 
urethra,  the  ulcer  just  starting  into  life.  Treatment  accordingly. 
No  secondary  symptoms  ever  recurred  afterward. 

C'cwc ///. —Mr.  R ,  traveling  agent,  contracted  a  gonor- 
rhoea in  Chicago,  November,  1870.  On  his  return  home  he  called 
upon  a  friend,  who  is  a  druggist,  for  advice,  who  gave  him  the 
usual  copaiva  mixture. 

After  taking  this  for  a  week,  and  finding  no  improvement,  he 
called  at  my  office  for  treatment.  There  was  no  pain  on  micturi- 
tion ;  discharge  greenish,  not  much  in  (quantity  ;  some  engorge- 
ment of  the  canal.  On  the  following  day  there  was  cpiite  a 
hemorrhage  from  the  urethra,  occasioned  by  the  endeavor  of  the 
patient  to  press  out  some  pus.  I  prescribed  for  the  patient,  re- 
questing hira  to  call  in  two  or  three  days.  He  did  so.  Tlw^re  had 
been  slight  improvement,  but  as  it  wjus  important  that  he  should 
return  to  Chicago  the  next  day,  and  probably  would  not  be  back 
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for  sjme  weeks,  he  requested  me  to  give  him  an  injection — some- 
thing, he  said,  that  would  stop  the  discharge  immediately — which 
I  declined  to  do,  stating,  as  my  reason,  that  I  thought  there  was  a 
masked  cliancre  in  the  urethra  ;  but  as  there  was  nothing  to  be 
seen  externall3^  and  he  believed  his  companion  to  be  free  from 
syphilis,  he  laughed  at  the  idea.  A  few  months  later  he  returned 
to  me  with  secondar}^  symptoms,  although  he  stated  positively  that 
he  had  not  had  connection  with  any  woman  since  ;  in  fact,  he  was 
prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  discharge,  which  had  never  left  him. 

Observations. — Case  1st  was  one  of  that  kind  Avhich  we  fre- 
quently find  in  practice:  The  case,  from  mismanagement,  had  run 
into  secondary  symptoms.  Had  a  proper  diagnosis  been  made  in 
the  first  place,  all  after  troubles  might  have  been  avoided. 

Case  2d  is  one  which  is  often  found  to  exist — a  complication  of 
gonorrhoea  simplex,  with  a  masked  chancre  and  the  copaiva  erup- 
tion. 

Case  3d  was  one  of  that  description  which  develops  itself 
slowly,  the  discharge  continuing  for  some  months  before  syphilitic 
symptoms  show  themselves. 

I  cannot  do  better,  perhaps,  in  closing  this  paper,  than  by  sug- 
gesting a  differential  diagnosis,  which,  although  not  complete,  yet 
will  be  often  found  of  service  in  the  treatment  of  obscure  and  ob- 
stinate cases. 

Gonorrluea  Simplex, — Discharge  benign,  muco-pus  ;  no  hemor- 
rhage unless  produced  by  caustic  injections  ;  almost  always  pain- 
ful micturition  ;  no  costitutional  symptoms  ;  invasion  uniformly 
within  ten  days. 

Virulent  BUnoirhagia. — Discharge  malignant,  purulent,  rust- 
colored  ;  hemorrhage  frequent ;  little  suffering  from  micturition  ; 
the  jet,  however,  is  generally  twisted  and  impeded,  on  account  of 
the  diminutive  caliber  of  the  urethra  ;  constitutional  symptoms 
usually  ;   invasion  from  twenty-four  hours  to  three  weeks  or  longer. 

D.  D.  BARTHOLOMEW,  M.  D. 
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AURUM  METALLICUM  IN  CATARRH. 
Miss  M.,  aet.  54  years,  of  this  city,  presented  herself  at  my 
office  for  advice  and  treatment  in  October,  1880.  She  wished  to  be 
relieved  of  pain 'in  the  back  and  head.  Upon  iuquiry  and  examin- 
ation 1  found  that  she  had  suffered  from  nasal  catarrh  of  the  right 
side  for  ten  years.  During  the  past  seven  years  every  day  and 
night  there  had  been  an  acrid,  fcjetiu  discharge  from  the  nose,  and 
when  lying  down  the  discharge  dripped  into  the  throat  and  caused 
sickness  and  vomiting.  The  foetor  was  so  so  great  that  she,  to 
avoid  offense  to  others,  lived  in  a  small  cottage  alone,  and  dared 
not  mingle  in  society  or  attend  church  on  account  of  the  disagree- 
able odor.  She  could  smell  it  herself.  Her  brother  lived  in  To- 
ronto  and  desired  her  to  live  with  her,  but  she  had  to  forego  the 
pleasure.  For  seven  years  she  had  been  unable  to  eat  fruit  of  any 
description,  whether  green,  ripe,  canned,  cooked  or  uncooked.  In- 
stantly it  was  placed  in  the  mouth  it  tasted  bitter,  and  when  swal- 
lowed would  taste  bitter  in  the  stomach  and  produce  a  feeling  of 
general  illness.  Upon  close  inquiry  I  could  find  no  syphilitic  taint, 
nor  had  she  any  impulse  toivards  Belf-deMrudion.  Still,  life  was  so 
full  of  pain  and  sickness  that  she  desired  death  rather  than  life.  I 
prescribed  Aurura  met.  2x  trituration,  in  three-grain  doses,  morn- 
ing and  evening.  In  November  following  she  again  presented  her- 
self and  requested  the  same  medicine  as  before,  remarking  that  it 
appeared  to  take  a  great  load  off  her.  This  prescription  was  con- 
tinued for  about  six  months,  with  some  few  interruptions,  and  in 
the  meantime  the  foetor  disappeared,  then  gradually  the  discharge, 
til)  not  a  trace  of  the  loathsome  malady  remained;  and  she  can 
again,  as  in  her  younger  days,  partake  of  fruit  with  relish  and 
pleasure.  One  full  year  subsequent  to  her  recovery  I  visited  her 
cottage  and  found  that  she  was  still  perfectly  well,  and  was  pack- 
ing up  herrfiousehold  effects  intending  to  become  a  member  of  her 
brother's  family. 

St.  Thoma^,  Ontario,  \i.  Luton^. 
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ADONIS  VERNALIS. 

ADOXIS  VKRXALIS  AS  A    HP:ART-T0XIC  AXl)  DIUREilO. 

The  Mcf/iral  Rrron/  says:  This  plant  has  been  for  a  long  time 
in  use  in  Southern  Russia  as  a  popular  remedy  in  the  treatment  of 
drops3%  but  has  not  hitherto  been  submitted  to  scientific  investiga- 
tions made  with  a  view  to  determine  its  physiological  and  thera- 
peutical action.  Prof.  Botkiu  has  recently  employed  it  extensively 
in  his  clinic  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  Dr.  Bubnoff  presents  a  repDrt 
of  the  results  obtained  (Ahjomebu'  Medici ninrhe  Central-Zeitung^ 
July  28,  1883).     It  was  found  to  be  of  value  in  those  cases  of  dropsy 

only  in  which  there  was  pre-existing  cardiac  disease.  After  the 
administration  of  adonis  vernalis  the  heart-beats  were  much 
strengthened,  the  size  ol^  the  organ  was  diminished,  and  its  tones 
much  louder.  The  systolic  murmur  of  aortic  stenosis  especially  was 
intensified.  The  heart's  rythm  became  more  regular,  and  the  pulse 
slower  and  fuller.  The  daily  excretion  of  urine  was  increased 
largely,  sometimes  rising  from  ten  to  twelve  ounces  to  eighty  or 
ninety  ounces  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  In  cases  in  which  there 
was  no  actual  lesion  of  the  kidneys  the  albumen  and  casts  disap- 
peared. The  subsidence  of  oedema  went  hand-in-hand  with  the  in- 
crease in  the  amount  of  urine  excreted,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
secondary  symptoms  depending  upon  tedema  of  various  organs  dis- 
appeared. The  patients  expressed  themselves  as  feeling  much  bet- 
ter. The  remedy  was  given  in  an  infusion  of  the  strength  of  3  j 
to  3  vj,  to  which  two  drops  of  oil  of  peppermint  were  added.  The 
dose  of  this  infusion  wtus  a  tablespoontul  every  two  hours. 

^PHYSIOLOGICAL  A(^TION  OK  ADONIS  VERNALIS. — (DeHt.Arcll.  fifl'  KHu, 

From  a  careful  physiological  and  clinical  study  of  the  effects 
of  adonis  vernalis.  Dr.  Hubnott  arrives  at  these  conclusions  : 

1.  The  active  principle  of  Adonis  V^ernalis  excites  the  inhibitor}^ 
nerves  of  the  heart  at  the  ct^ntral  end . 

2.  Its  further  action  is  to  paralyze  the  peripheric  end  of  the 
vaijus. 

3.  It  likewise  excites  the  accelerating  system  of  the  heart, 
sometimes  directly  (through  the  blood  pressure),  sometimes  indi- 
rectly. 

4.  Up  to  the  moment  at  which  paralysis  of  the  vagus  occurs, 
the  two  svstems  of  cardiac  innervation  interfere. 
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5.  At  the  teriuinatiou  of  the  toxic  effect,  paralysis  of  the  mo- 
tor nervous  apparatus  of  the  heart  apparently  occurs. 

6.  After  death  there  is  either  complete  loss  of  excitability  of 
the  cardiac  muscle,  or  it  is  very  much  weakened. 

In  man,  this  agent  caused  more  gastro-intestinal  disorder 
(vomiting  and  diarrhcea)  than  Digitalis  ordinarily  does,  and  in  cer- 
tain individuals  the  effect  upon  the  central  termination  of  the  va- 
gus was  more  marked  than  from  Digitalis  ;  and  in  one  series  of 
ciises  with  disordered  compensation  of  the  blood  circulation,  after 
Digitalis  h&d  failed,  the  Adonis  was  given  with  decidedly  good  re- 
sults. 

Cereus  Boxplaxdii. — {Lomlon  Mnlkul  llccord — TheraiK'uf'ic 
Gazette.) — Dr.  CuUen  (\"irginia  Medical  Month/ */  and  Edinburgh 
Medical  Joiwnal)  states  that  this  is  one  of  the  many  s})3cies  of  cac- 
tus, and  that  he  has  tried  it  in  several  cases  of  functional  heart  dis- 
ease.    One  of  his  cases  has  been  at  death's  door  several  times,  and 

has  recovered  under  its  use.  The  symptoms  were  shortness  of 
breath,  iufibility  to  lie  down,  great  frecjuency  of  pulse,  flushing  of 
face,  lips  and  fingers  almost  stagnant  with  blood.  Having  tried 
digitalis  a«d  bromide  of  potassium  without  auccess,  he  gave  the 
fluid  extract  of  cereus  bonplandii  in  fifteen-drop  doses.  \i\  half  an 
hour  he  repeated  the  dose.  The  action  of  the  heart  moderated,  and 
from  125  gradually  came  down  to  90  pulsations  in  the  minute,  or 
even  less.  In  two  cases  there  was  suppressioii  of  urine,  which  warm 
baths  and  acetate  of  potash  failed  to  relieve,  and  in  conjunction 
hair-cap  moss  was  given,  half  a  drachm  of  the  fluid  extract  at  a  dose, 
every  two  hours.  In  one  case  the  kidneys  commenced  acting,  and 
over  a  gallon  of  urine  passed  during  the  next  twenty-four  hours. 
He  does  not  believe  the  patient  would  have  lived  twenty -four  hours 
without  the  use  of  the  latter  remedy.  The  author  believA  that 
this  combination  is  the  best  where  the  urine  is  scanty  and  albu- 
nainous,  and  drowsiness  indicating  coma  is  apparent.  The  few  cases 
of  benefit  alreadv  have  led  him  to  believe  that  both  drugs  will  be 
more  freely  used  in  similar  cases. 

Jec^uirity   IX   Algeria. — (N.    Y.   Medical  JoarnaL) — Sedan 

(Kecifei!  d*ophthahnologie,  June,  18S;]),  in  a  short  article  upon  the 

new  remedy  for  certain   forms  of  conjunctival    granulations,  takes 

occasion  to  differ  from  the  very  satisfactory  reports  hitherto  pub- 
lished of  the  etticacy  of  Jequirity.  He  has  sometimes  met  with 
good  results,  as  perfect  iis  those  gained  by  other  methods  of  treat- 
ment, and  he  admits  that  the  proportion  of  failures  from  its  use 
has  been  no  greater  than   that  from   sulphate  of  copper,  tannin,  or 
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lead.  Jlo  has  found  i^reaf.  difference  in  the  si>ecimens  of  beans,  and 
as  great  differences  in  the  strength  of  the  various  macerations.  In 
view  of  this  certainty  of  inequality  of  composition,  he  thinks  there 
is  ijothing  surprising  in  the  difference  in  results.  In  sixteen  eases 
treated  at  (/oleah,  in  Algeria,  three  proved  successful.  Seven  cases 
were  benefitted.  In  six  others,  the  intianimation  produced  was 
either  slight  or  nil — in  all  insufficient.  Severe  pain  followed  after 
the  fifth  lotion,  one  case  was  badly  aggravated,  and  in  one  case  a 
chronic  keratitis  became  acute,  and  would  probably  eiid  in  a  per- 
foration. 

Jequirity — Abrus  Prkcatoru'S. — (Medical  Herald.) — This  dnig 

has  now  been  long  enough  in  use  to  entitle  it  to  a  fixed  position  in 
our  list  of  ophthalmic  medicines.  In  our  own  practice  the  infusion 
should  be  freshly  prepared,  and  used  before  the  e:reenish-brown 
color  disappears,  or  before  flocculi  form  in  it. 

The  best  way  to  prepare  this  precious  medicine  is  to  take  eight 
beans  and  crvish  them  with  forceps  or  flat-jawed  pliers,  place  them 
in  a  mortar  and  bruise  the  fragments  into  a  pulp;  then  add  one 
ounce  of  warm  water  and  ^et  aside  for  twenty-four  hours,  after 
which  rub  thoroughly  in  the  mortar  ajid  filter,  when  tjie  infusion 
is  ready  for  use.  it  may  be  instilled  every  four  hours  into  eyes 
affected  with  pains,  or  brushed  every  day  over  the  hypertrophied 
papillae  of  the  lids.  It  htis  been  objected  by  s(mie  that  Jequirity 
can  not  safely  \ye  used  in*cases  of  superficial  ulceration  of  the  cor- 
nea. Experience  has  shown  this  to  be  groundless.  It  may  be  that 
an  old  infusion  would  prove  inefficient  and  even  deleterious,  but  the 
freshly-prepared  infusion  made  of  the  beans  furnished  by  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit,  has  proved  entirely  satisfactory. 

Hypericum  (St.  John's  Wort)  for  the  Preventiox  and 
Cure  i)v  Heu  Sores. — Ur.  H.  L.  Snow,  in  the  British  Medical  Jour- 
nal^ says :  My  attention  wjis  drawn  to  this  rtrmedy  some  years 
ago  by  the  friends  of  a  patient  afflicted  with  bed  sores.  From  the 
slight  experience  of  two  cases  I  can  strongly  recommend  it ;  it 
appears  to  induce  healthy  granulation  and  a  more  or  li?ss  rapid 
*cure,  in  a  manner  which  we  should  vainly  look  for  from  alcoholic 
or  balsamic  prepju'ations — and  this  without  any  smarting  from  the 
application.  The  compound  oil  of  hypericum,  which  alone  I  have 
used,  was  sold  by  Mr.  Garrad  chemist  of  Leaniington  ;  I  have 
vainly  tried  to  procure  it  in  London.  A  recipe  in  my  possession 
directs  that  bottles  be  filled  half  full  with  the  flowers  of  the  St. 
John's  Wort,  olive  oil  is  then  to  be  added,  and  the  bottles  are  to 
stand  in  the  sunshine  for  a  few  days,  till. the  oil  becomes  of  a  deep- 
red  color  ;  it  is  then  fit  for  use,  and  may  be  either  drawn  o£F  at 
once,  or  left  till  required,  [t  is  merely  brushed  over  tJie  sore  two 
or  three  times  daily,  with  a  feather. 
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o^^oo^'r  police ^,  'Mc. 

^^^  Any  book  noticed  in  these  pages  will  Iw  siipplierl  at  10 
I>€r  cent,  discount  from  published  price,  ancl  sent    pOHtjige  prepaid. 

rOLLE(  TIVK  lyVESTIOA  TJOX  OF  /}JPJITJJK/:lA.—n^- 
//"O/V,    M/rlt.:  (rfhi'fjf  S.  D(iri;<,  MpjUrtil  I'lihli/lif-r.     Pnperl'} 
i-ents,  rfofh  SI,  UhivI  $I  ^\ 
Inquiriei^  were  made  in  relation  to  the   local  or  conHtitijti«wjai 

nature  of  diphtheria,  its  contagiou<nej»s.  prophylaxis,  h^al  andj^en- 

eral  treatment,  and  we  have  the  replies  of  aU^ot  l^i)  phyticuii'i  in 
this  Yolnme.  <()n  pJige  4  we  notice  the  name  of  a  /r/ujrt  d^xrtor, 
who  was  formerly,  we  Ijeliev^.  a  student  of  Or.  K.  M,  Hale,  of 
Chicago.^ 

This  collective  inv«rstigation  wa->  c<»Md:;cte^i  by  the  7  hf^n/fffrutir 

Gazfttf.  of  betrriit.     The  fA\U»T^  J.  J.  Mulherori.  M,  li„  pre-^ffit«»  ;» 

summary,  from  which  we  extract  the  foilowinj^ : 

To  brieHy  ^Timmarize  oiir  conci  >ion*  we  w<>-,»d  l^tal*-: 

1.  Diphtheria  may  be  either  .'x.-ii  or  cofi.-r^t  ,t>/ri;J  if;  if  i»  or- 

2.  It  may  continue  a*  a  pure.;.'  c'Wj*t;r^;t;o/-<». 'Jiis^raw!*?, 'yf  tfc^ 
local  diisese<<r  mav  be  foxloweii    bv  c/^fc^tU -tiona;   ^of-^^rtio;*.  '/f  fir/ir 

itself  in  U»tfc  the  '.-oiK'tTjTkynsL  di«!tL.rUi-'-';^  iuc  '.f^?  ,v,-iu  itS^.'ty/o, 

3.  The  co!EWirat;t*r  r*j^.ie'^  .'<-4iJ  ^so  coo^T.r-;t//r--fc.  r^rtu^^^rm 
is  de|>endeut    -j^ja  tte  jj^t'jre«y?  :^e  <.:?w,-ryy;^    i.  ,f>^,vy:  ,^  ^jju^e-*, 

4-  DipLiir^rrisi  >  * '.■/.•iiTix2:.;V..»  ;  ■•sefe-'N*-,  -/•,•  ;,',it  _i>  ;»  '^^  ^.T^aa^.i 
a  healthy  il,-.^,  •  :i.eaivrfc-'.^.  '.»r  v.  r.  •.  •;  < :_  *-;.•  •<:;•*'♦/./'/.  y  •  .:  -i;V# 
the  cireuiatfy/c-. 

visible  rnKfer  li-e  s^^^  jr^^-erfv.  aj'.'->v.v;>r  ;i*<  ^^«-:.  .i«*,t.'-r*>c. 

>alt  of  'i^^^yEii;.*^**" M^  :?^vt.  iju:  '.»: v*^'    v?;ii.Viv  **-</.>•.•  .   k^Ji   ♦j4:ju  '^ 

tribfirioc;  v.-  :;ie  ,  v^rii::  .;*:  */  :.xit  c  f>•^^* 

lea^*^.  v.'^-.t  :i  fiei^.'*e  iij^«'"^.-<a  \  •*  Mi*'  y^:^,^       V  i««-  <i--t-4. /.ivti* 
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etiology,  s\Mnpton)s  ami  differential  diagnosis  are  clear  and  accu- 
rate. The  book  will  be  valued  for  these  particulars,  even  b}'  those 
who  will  not  follow  the  treatment  prescribed. 

CAMBRIDGE  SERMONi:^—Jiy  Ah.vandf^i  Mcmnzle.    Jiostou:     D.  Lo- 
th rop  d'  Co.,  i\2  Franklin  St,    Prlre,  $1  .V). 

A  volume  of  sixteen  discourses  of  remarkable  merit.  A  most 
unpretentious  volume,  by  a  \yriter  who  does  not  trouble  himself  to 
parade  a  single  title,  yet  who  gives  in  the  simplest  seiitences  some 
of  the  ri'jliest  writing  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  reading.  There 
is  nothing  stale,  trite  or  hackneyed;  they  are  all  fresh,  readable  and 
eminently  practical. 

CLINICAL  COMPANIoyf  TO  PII  YSIOLOGICAL  MATERIA  MED- 
IC A— liy  Win.  II.  Burt,  M.  I).    Chicaf/o:    Gross  ct  Delbrulf/e,  188:5. 

This  has  escaped  notice  heretofore  by  inadvertance.  We  rec- 
ommend it  to  every  one  of  our  practitioners.  We  do  this  heartily: 
at  the  same  time  we  know  that  the  majority  of  them  will  very 
rarely  find  it  necessary  to  resort  to  the  use  of  any  of  the  adjuvants 
referred  to.  A  well-selected  homoeopathic  remedy,  of  a  reliable 
quality,  in  an  appropriate  dose,  will  cure  in  IM^  out  of  every  100 
curable  cases,  but  when  the  right  remedy  cannot  be  found,  as  will 
happen  sometimes,  it  is  well  to  be  able  to  alleviate  suffering  with 
some  palliative  or  adjuvant.  The  most  successful  practitioners  are 
the  richest  in  resources.  In  the  250  pages  of  this  book  it  would  be 
easy  to  find  a  thousand  things  one  would  not  indorse,  but  he  would  . 
be  foolish  who  should  reject  the  o/)0()  good  hints  the  book  con- 
tains because  there  are  relerences  to  som»^  procedures  which  are 
doubtful  expedients.  Many  would  like  this  book  priirted  on  thin 
paper  of  fine  quality,  and  bound  with  luirrow  nuirgin,  in  flexible 
morocco,  as  compactly  as  possible,  for  the  pocket  or  ready  reference. 
A  HAND  BOOK  OF  SKIN  DISEyUSES,  and  their  HomoiopathU- 
Treatmmt—By  John.  R.  Kippd.v,  M.  />.,  LI..  li.  Chicago.  1884; 
2)ric€,  $-2. 

This  is  the  second  edition  of  a  very  reliable  manual,  revised, 
enlarged  and  well  illustrated.  As  affections  of  the  skin  are  very 
prevalent,  there  will  be  a  demand  for  this  book,  and  we  expect  the 
author  will  be  called  upon  for  a  third  edition  next  year. 
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EXPLANATORY  NOTES  on  the  Inteiiiational  H.  .S.  Le^ssfym  for  1884 
— By  E.  W.  ffeifidon.  St  Louis,  Mo. :  Clhihtian  Publishiiiff  Com- 
pany,   Prii'.e,  60  cents;  cloth. 

The  author,  Dr.  Herndon,  as  editor  of  the  Cliridkin  Quarter- 
ly Bevieu\  has  shown  that  he  is  a  forcible  writer.  He  presents  in 
this  remarkably  cheap  book  a  very  simple,  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive course  of  expositions  on  the  S.  S.  lessons  of  1884. 

HALF  HOURS  loith  the  Lessons  of  1884.  Philadelphia  :  Presbyter- 
ian  Hoard  of  Publication,    »$1  50. 

Rev.  Drs.  John  Hall,  Howard  Crosby,  A.  T.  Pierson,  M.  R.  V^in- 
cent,  T.  L.  Cuyler  and  nineteen  other  ministers  of  the  Presbyterian 
i'hurch,  have  united  in  the  preparation  of  the  series  of  lectures 
contained  in  this  volumes.  They  are  model  expositions,  very  clear 
and  edifying. 

REPERTORY  to  the  Symptoms  of  INTERMITTENT  FEVER— By 
William,  A,  Allen,  M.  I),    Philadeljdiia :    F,  E.  Bofrirke,  1888. 

We  recommend  all  our  physicians  who  discredit  the  reports  of 
cures  of  Intermittent  fever  with  high  potencies,  to  buy  the  book, 
use  it  as  prescribed,  and  then  report  results  to  this  journal. 

VICE'S  ILLUSTRATED  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE  FOR  DECEM- 
BER, 

Always  welcome.  This  interesting  monthly  comes  to  us  in 
holiday  attire,  and  in  a  very  neatly  printed  cover.  The  i)ublishers 
wish  their  many  patrons  "  A  Merry  Christmas."  This  number  is 
also  larger  than  usual,  and  contains  numerous  contributions, 
among  which  we  note  several  of  esi)ecial  interest.  One,  entitled 
"  Harrisburgh,''  is  devoted  to  a  description,  with  illustrations,  of 
several  of  the  principal  residences,  including  that  of  Hon.  Simon 
Cameron.  Others  on  *^  Fruit  Raising,"  "  A  Wild  Flower  Talk/^ 
*'My  Plant  Stand,"  ^'Flowers  in  School  Grounds/'  etc.  All  con- 
tain valuable  information,  told  in  such  a  free-and-easy  sort  of  way 
jis  to  make  them  exceedingly  interesting.  The  frontispiece,  a  col- 
ored lithograph  of  **  Calliopsis,"  is  a  gem. 
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THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  REVIEW 

For  January  presents  a  table  of  contents  possessing  in  the  highest 
degree  the  character  ot  contemporary  human  interest.  First,  the 
opposite  sides  of  the  ([uestion  of  "  Ecclesiastical  (.'ontrol  in  Utah  '' 
are  set  forth  hy  two  representative  men,  whose  competence  for  the 
performance  of  the  task  undertaken  by  them  respectively  admits  of 
no  doubt,  viz.:  President  John  Taylor,  the  official  head  of  the 
Mormon  (church,  and  the  Hon.  Hli  i{.  Murrav,  (Tovernor  of  the 
Territory  of  Utah.  Senator  John  I.  Mitchell  writes  of  the  "Tribu- 
hitions  of  the  American  Dollar."  The  Uev.  Dr.  J.  H.  .Rylance 
writes  on  "Theological  Re-adjustments."  Senator  Henry  W. 
Blair,  taking  for  his  theme  "Alcohol  in  Politics,"  declares  his  be- 
lief that  anotlnn*  irrei)ressible  conflict  is  at  hand,  and  advocates  the 
submission  to  the  people  of  an  amendniput  to  the  United  States 
Ccmstitution  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  sale  and  importation  of 
intoxicating  liquors.  No  one  who  read  in  the  December /j^/vvVt^' 
the  first  half  of  "The  Day  of  Judgment,"  (iail  Hamilton's  incisive 
review  of  th?  domestic  life  of  Thomas  ('arlyle,  will  forego  the  pleas- 
ure of  i)ernsing  the  latter  half  in  the  current  number.  Other  arti- 
cles: *' Evils  Incident  to  Tmmigration."  by  Edward  Self;  **Bri])ery 
by  Railroad  Pusses,''  by  Cileries  Aldrich  an(T  Judge  X.  M.  Hub- 
bard. Published  at  *^0  Lafayette  Place,  New  York,  and  for  sale  by 
booksellers  generally. 

United  States  PuARMAcopcEtA. — Spn-iffl  Notice. — Messrs. 
William  Wood  k  Co.,  of  New  York,  announce  that  any  person 
having  purchased  a  copy  of  the  "United  States  Pharniacopcjeia" 
of  1880,  and  desiring  a  list  of  the  corrections  since  made  therein, 
can  procure  same  b}'  sending  a  two-cent  stamp  to  William  Wood 
&  ('o.,  publishers,  Lafayette  Place,  New  York. 

*^'^  A  large  number  of  book  notices  are  deferred  on  account  of 
sickness  of  the  General  Editor. 


1884]  MEDICAL  AXErni*TE>.  FA<  KTi.>:,  ET< .  :^C> 


«.  \.  . 


A  Mkrry  Heart  imeth  *;^>»i»  likk  \  MfM'  ink. — .v.'»  /.. 


LArGHTER  V>.  liHrBVRi:. — kL'^h  I'^i  > ..  •  *^**^  I  — I  n  th*-  :r»  ;t- 
tim*  (Ml  lautrhter  JoJibert  irivt^  a  cinM-i^  iii>t;i!Ke  ■»:'  irs  reiii^niial 
iuflueiiee.  A  piitieiit  lieini:  low  witii  trv-r.  an:i  the  phy^iriaii  in 
atteudance  at  a  lo<s  a^;  t«»  Imw  he  ^h^'iLi  pPKliioe  ivartion.  n.ul  or- 
(lerwl  a  ilos*»  uf  rh»il»an>,  )j-«t  t*-arin^  it>  lifhilitatiiii:  t'!>Vcts.  the  .»r- 
der  was  cuu ntermaiideii.  X*»t  long  alter  u  j^ei  nioni^^'v  iteloiiiriiisT 
to  the  patient,  that  had  "Ut-n  in  the  ri»'»ni  ail  th^  whii^-.  -^eeinir  the 
goblet,  slippetl  slyly  rip  ami  inucheti  it  to  his  lip--.  The  ni^st  tiiste 
was  probably  novel  and  ii^  made  a  I'Miii-jai  irnmaoe.  AniUher  sip 
and  he  got  the  sweet  aX  thn  >ynip.  Aha  I  His  vi>iiin  hriirhteneti. 
He  cast  a  glance  anuuid.  and  then  drank  it  t«»  the  lK>tt-.>m,  where 
he  got  the  full  strenjjth  ot  the  ruubari».  Mercvl  What  a  lace  he 
made!  The  visage  of  the  disgusted  ni«»nkey  spoke  volumes  ;l«  hi^ 
tried  to  spit  out  the  h'»rrihi«»  taste,  bit  tinding  that  impossihh\  h»* 
seized  the  goblet  and  hurl»^l  it  to  the  Hoor.  snia>hing  it  into  a  hun- 
dred pieces.  The  scene  w;u<  so  ludicrous  that  the  sick  man  imrst 
int^  a  fit  of  laus:hter  that  la<te<i  until  his  nurse  cann*  in.  And 
when  he  tried  to  tell  her  he  laiigheil  again,  until  he  sank  back  ex- 
hauiNted  in  a  pnd'use  |>ei*spiratio.j,  which  lasted  until  he  fell  a.*ieep. 
When  he  awoke  the  fever  wa>  broken  aud  he  soon  recovere^l. 

HEKBIVoKnts. — ' J/r/AV'//  A(/'j.i — Tlic  advaiitjiges  of  sricnee 
are  illustrated  in  the  following:  Cuvier.  the  naturalist,  once 
awoke  from  hi>  slumbers  to  tind  in  his  rhamber  an  awful  pres- 
ence. 

'•Who  are  vou  ?"  demanded  the  man  of  >cience,  much  air- 
itttted. 

*'  I  am  the  Devil/"  was  the  re>ponse. 

*•  What  dti  yon  intend  to  do  with  me,  now  that  yt»u  have 
come  ?" 

'•To  eat  you,"  replied  his  Satanic  llajesty. 

**  Eat  me?''  roared  Cuvier,  much  relieved.  •' Hun^ph ! 
Horns  and  hoofs — you  are  herbivorous.  Vt)u  can't  do  it.'' 
Thus  saying  he  quietly  resume«l  his  nap;  leaving  his  illustrious 
visitant  c*impletely  batHed. 

<,V)RX  Ci'RE. — Certain.  A  Boston  nian  with  one  leg  and  no 
t<»es  carries  a  placard  advising  i>eople  where  to  go  to  get  their  corns 
cured.  The  AW  )  o/7/  Medical  Tinus  asks:  "Is  this  the  way  the 
corns  are  cured?"  We  answer:  We  do  not  know  how  they  do  it 
in  Boston,  but  a  Detroit  surgeon  cut  off  a  lady's  toe  for  an  obsti- 
nate corn. 
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^\i\:iceu  a  lie  a. 

DocTRESHES — A  Free  FiELi)  FOR  Them. — Prof.  Howe,  in  the 
Kcledir  Merh'cal  Jonrnal,  says  :  India  is  a  paradise  for  doctresses  ; 
no  man,  whether  doctor  or  priest,  can  enter  a  zenana,  hence  the 
medicjil  woman  has  things  all  her  own  way.  Until  recently  the 
wives  of  the  influential  classes  were  delivered  and  cared  for  by  un- 
educated ^'  hags  '^  who  practice  incantation.  Within  a  few  3'ears 
England  and  America  have  furnished  several  female  physicians  to 
the  Hindoo  country,  and  these  women  have  been  well  received. 
Most  of  them  are  ''coining  money"  and  living  in  style.  The  ze- 
nana, or  house  ot  the  rich,  is  open  to  lady  practitioners  of  medi- 
cine, and  it  is  a  wonder  that  a  stampede  is  not  made  for  hospitable 
receptions  in  one  of  the  most  favored  lands  in  the  world.  To  be 
sur«v  the  outfit  costs  a  thousand  dollars  or  more,  and  the  climate  is 
rather  debilitating,  yet  all  places  have  annoyances  attached  to 
them.  St.  Petersburg  is  as  much  too  cold  as  Calcutta  may  be  too 
hot,  yet  either  place  is  regarded  aa  an  attractive  city  to  reside  in. 
As  soon  as  a  female  physician  is  introduced  in  a  large  city— rsay 
Honibay — she  is  tendered  a  (arriatro  to  visit  irom  zenana  to  zenana, 
and  is  treated  with  marked  attention  and  respect  b}^  all  chisses  of 
society.  A  woman  doctor  who  can  do  gynaecological  surgery  may 
command  large  fees — a  thousand  dollars  being  the  price  for  closing 
H  ru})ture(l  p^n'ineum.  Hud  two  thousand  for  obliterating  a  vesico- 
vaginal fistula.  Mr.  Rivers  Thompson,  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
Bengal,  has  given  aid  to  several  female  physicians  who  have  ad- 
dressed him  on  the  subject  of  settling  in  India.  Mrs.  Scharlieb, 
of  Madras,  has  been  instrumental  in  helping  medical  sisters  to  po- 
sitions, and  Mrs.  Joshee,  now  in  London  to  attain  a  medical  ed- 
ucation, will  kindly  assist  such  as  can  go  well  recommended.  She 
is  a  woman  of  high  rank — rv/.s-^ — and  will  do  much  to  influence 
parties  desirous  of  securing  zenana  practice. 


Delay  Accountkd  For. — The  present  number  has  been  delayed 
for  several  weeks  on  account  ot  the  illness  of  the  General  Editor, 
and  sickness  of  the  printers.  As  Dr.  L.  is  convalescing  steadily 
the  next  issue  may  be  expected  in  February.  There  are  five  more 
numbers  to  be  printed  ♦^o  complete  the  volume.  Several  articles 
and  notices  intended  for  this  issue  have  been  reserved  for  next 
number. 
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T  J  PHYSICIANS! 


BROMIDIA, 


■  5  grs..  l-^^cil  III  pure  Biom,  J 
fitd  Chloral  and  Jj  gr.  KACH  « 
Cannabii  ln<).  and  il^uscyam 


DOSK.— ()«K  -ifl^  lo  OHfJlnid  d. 


BROMIDIA. 

/i  /^/  Hjpnolic  par  txeilUnci. 

It  produces  refreshLiig  sleep,  and  is  exceed- 
ingly vnlualile  iii  ^-fccpie-nnos.  nervousness, 
neuraJfjia.  hea.lache.  ccnvulKiQiis,  coligs.  e'c, 
and  wiil  relieve  when  opiates  fail.  Unlik4 
preparations  of  Opiiini  it  tlites  nel  lock  up  the 

of  Fevers  it  is  abtetutily  invaluable. 

BATTLE  &  CO.,  Chemists, 

.ST,  LOUIS. 


TTte    Anodyne    Principle    of     Opiu 

PAPINE. 


'^K'^VS^h.\!RiAHodyneBr  Pain  Relieving 
FriDciple  of  U|itum  n n plcasam  iquidfiinn. 
Jm  advanufjci act;:  Tbatit  produces  Ihe goaa 
if^ff/j  oT  Opium  with  less  tendency  lo  cause 
nausea,  vomiliiig,  constipaCion,  etc.  It  is  the 
io/eil  and  mostplauanl  i>f  all  Ibepreparations 
ol  Opium,  and  is  uiiilbnoin  strenglh.  It  can 
be  relied  upon  in  all  casc»  where  Upiuin  or 


Morphia  ii 

OneF 

of  Opium  i 

Average  Dose  une 

spoonful. 


One  Fluid  drachm  represents  one  grain 
of  Opium  in  Anodyne  Power. 


Prtpared  EXCLUSIVELY  for  Phy- 
sician's Prescriptions. 


TO  PHYSICIANS! 

iodTa. 

KOKMULA.-IODlA  is  a.  combination  of 
Active  principles  obtained  from  the  green 
oots  of  ^tillin^ia,  Helonias,  Saxifraga,  Men- 
spcnmim,  and  Aiomatics.  Each^uii/ drachm 
ilso  contains  fi.-et  grain-.  lOU.  POTAS.  and 
■a™  giitini  PHUS,    IKON. 


li  the  /i/m/ Alterative 


It^"!!  has  been  LARGELY  TRESCRIB 
F.D  in  syphilitic,  scrofulous,  cutaneous,  and 
female  diseases,  and  has  an  established  repu- 
tation as  heing  the  best  alterative  ever  intro- 
duced to  the  Profession. 

BATTLE  &  CO.,  Chemists, 

ST.  LOUIS. 


Milaratinv!      Nfarisbing !         f^lbiD;. 

cocalac. 


CUOALAil  is  a  mmbiniitinn  of  Coca  and 
tlie  Cereal  LacU)-Fh<i!-[ihonii-. 


STIMULATION  WITHOUTREACTIOH 


rCOCOLAC  is  a  scientific  blending  of 
with  the  Lacio-PhosAboidal  principle  of 
tandoals;  it  is  a  (ineii  "'C  and  NinKl- 


aitd  ACCEPTAtiLB  u 


BATTLE  &  CO.,  Chemists, 

ST.  LOUIS. 
HTSEND  TOR  PAMPHLET  OF  TESTIMONIALS    AND  CASES. 


BATTLE  &  CO.,  Chemists,      I 

ST    LOLIS.  I 
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PROF.  A.  G.  BEEBE,  A.  M.,  M.  1).,  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  EDITOR. 


SIX  CLINICAL  SURGICAL  CASES. 

SERVICE  OF   PROF.   H.   F.    BIGGAR,   M.    I).,  HOMCEOPATHIC  HOSPITAL 

COLLEGE,   CLEVELAND,   OHIO. 


Reported  by  C.  L.  Clereland,  0.  B. 

CASE   I.      OSTEO-SARCOMA. 

Miss  —^    ,  act.  26.     This  patient  had  been  operated  upon 

some  time  during  the  winter  of  1881-2  for  the  removal  of  an  osteo- 
sarcoma of  the  superior  maxillary  bone.  A  small  portion  of  the 
growth  was  not  taken  away  at  that  time,  since  it  was  not  deemed 
desirable  by  the  surgeon.  The  wound  had  healed  kindly,  but  after 
awhile  she  began  to  suffer  again,  as  frequently  happens  in  these 
cases.  She  presented  herself  at  the  clinic  for  another  operation 
October  12.  At  this  time  she  was  sufferins^  considerable  pain, 
saying  to  the  surgeon  that  she  did  not  care  to  live  and  endure  her 
present  torture.  She  wms  anjesthetized  by  the  assistfints,  and  the 
operation  for  removal  was  performed  as  follows: 

The  growth  involving  the  left  antrum,  to  a  large  extent,  and 
there  being  a  considerable  portion  of  the  superior  maxilla  necrosed, 
without  any  special  injury  to  the  cheek,  the  entire  operation  was 
performed  within  the  month,  thus  avoiding  entirely  any  disfigure- 
ment of  the  face,  "incisions  were  made  parallel  with  the  teeth  of 
the  lower  jaw,  externally  to  that  of  the  previous  operation,  and 
passing  outwards  towards  the  nuilar  bone.  After  this  was  done 
carefully  and  slowly,  In  order  not  to  incise  any  more  tissue  than 
was  absolutely  necessary,  two-thirds  of  a  cubic  inch  of  necrosed 
bone  was  removed,  piece  by  piece,  with  the  bon«  forceps  until  the 
diseased  bone  w;is  completely  removed  and  the  surfaces  evened,  in 
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order  to  facilitate  a  rapid  ^iind  .peramuent  healing  of  the  wound. 
The  antrum  was  obliterated;  all  the  sarcomatous  bone  and  diseased 
tissue  remored.  The  flaps  were  now  carefully  brought  together, 
secured  with  silver  sutures,  and  the  operation  was  complete.  The 
patient  was  wheeled  from  the  amphitheatre,  and  after  the  dressings 
were  applied  in  the  adjoining  room,  wjis  taken  immediately  to  the 
hospital. 

Report  October  26, — The  patient  reports  much  improvement. 
The  flaps  have  united  nicely;  two  of  the  stitches  have  been  removed. 
She  is  relieved  entirely  from  the  pain,  and  left  the  hospital  three 
days  a2:o.  She  contiuues  well  to  the  present  time,  Feb.  12.  The 
result  in  this  case  is  as  gratifying  as  it  is  interesting,  since  in  the 
usual  forms  of  osteo-sarcoma  the  disease  is  found  to  be  of  a  malig- 
nant or  recurring  character,  and  again  makes  its  appearance. 

V\^K    U.      AXGVLAR    CCRVATIUK,  OK    POTTs'  DISEASE. 

Ada  ,  t>it.  8.     This  ease  was  presented  by  Dr.  Newton,  of 

Huron,  Ohio,  in  the  clinic  of  December  7,  with  the  following 
interesting  history: 

Five  years  ago  the  little  patient  fell  from  a  swing,  and  although 
the  parents  did  not  thijik  very  much  about  the  accident  at  the  time 
it  occurred,  it  undoubtedly  was  the  cause  of  the  spinal  trouble 
which  has  followed  it.  In  three  months  a  lump  appeared  upon  the 
spine  in  tlio  region  of  the  last  dorsal  vertebra,  and  at  this  time 
the  patient  had    postural    treatment.     Later   she    was  brought  to 

Cleveland:  Dr. applied  a  plaster  jacket  and  afterwards  silicate 

of  soda  dressing;  but  these  failed  to  give  relief  or  check  the  course  of 

the  disease.     She  wJus  then  taken  to  Ann  Arbor,  where  Dr. 

applied  a  dressing  which  gave  temporary  relief.  The  child  looks, 
delicate  and  somewhat  emaciated;  her  mother  and  two  sisters  died  of 
consumption.  Diagnosis:  Potts' disease,  with  angular  curYature. 
There  is  already  an  anchylosis,  and  the  object  of  the  treatment  will 
be  to  prevent  further  anchylosis.  The  right  shoulder  is  somewhat 
lower  than  the  left. 

Measurements — Over  the  nipple,  20i  inches;  over  the  um- 
bilicus, 21  inches;  over  the  ilia,  22  inches. 


t  ."  • 


18841  SURGERY.  339 

The  plaster  cast  was  applied  from  the  axillae  to  the  ilia,  padding 
being  carefully  placed  so  as  to  give  abundant  room  for  the  respira- 
tory movements  and  yet  not  interfere  with  the  supporting  power 
of  the  cast.  The  application  was  made  in  the  usual  way,  moisten- 
ing the  dry  rolled  bandages  of  plaster  in  warm  water.  After  the 
application  the  patient  was  placed  upon  her  back  upon  a  table. 
The  cast  soon  became  hard,  as  the  superfluous  external  moisture 
had  been  removed  by  bandaging  with  dry  bandages,  outside  the 
plaster,  immediately  after  finishing  the  application  of  the  plaster 
bandages  proper.  The  padding  of  cotton  was  now  removed  and 
the  patient  dismissed. 

Report  January  26. — Dr.  Newton  sends  word  that  there  has 
been  continued  improvement  without  suffering.  This  case  well 
illustrates  the  prime  necessity  of  attention  to  every  little  detail  in 
surgical  treatment  of  Potts'  disease,  or,  in  fact,  in  any  disease 
requiring  surgical  management.  Had  the  padding  been  carelessly  ' 
placed,  or  the  cast  in  any  way  a  "  misfit,''  no  such  favorable  result 
could  have  been  hoped  for. 

CASE  III.      TUACHELOROPHY. 

Mrs. ,  aet.   30,   mother   of  four  children.     This  patient 

presented  herself  for  examination  in  the  clinic  of  November  2, 1882 
The  left  ovary  was  found  to  be  tender  upon  pressure;  the  perineum 
intact;  the  uterus  retro  verted,  and  a  bilateral  laceration  of  the 
cervix.     She  consented  to  be  operated  upon  at  the  next  clinic. 

Operation  November  9,  for  bilateral  laceration  of  cervix  uteri, — The 
patient  bore  the  operation  without  the  aid  of  anaesthesia.  She 
was  placed  in  Sim's  position,  the  speculum  introduced,  and  as  far 
as  it  wah  possible  to  see  from  the  amphitheatre,  Emmet's  method 
of  operating  was  adopted.  The  denudation  was  made  with  angular 
knives  on  each  side  of  the  os,  the  mucous  membrane  and  a  small 
portion  of  the  parenchyma  being  cut  away  as  far  as  the  angle  made 
by  the  junction  of  the  two  flaps.  Six  hair  sutures  were  used  to 
draw  the  raw  surfaces  together.  The  operation  was  quickly  con- 
cluded without  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  non-anaesthetized 
patient.^  In  regard  to  after  treatment,  the  bowels  and  the  bladder 
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were  allowed  to  perform  their  functions  nuturall^'.  A  mild  Calen- 
dula lotion  wjis  ord<*red,  to  }>e  used  twice  daily.  In  fourteen  days 
the  stitches  were  removed  and  the  |)atient  wjis  relieved  from  all  her 
unfavorable  symptoms  ot  *'  l>earing  down  "  and  ireneral  uterine 
distress.  This  is  only  one  out  of  the  thousands  of  women  relieved 
annually  in  this  manner,  but  great  cart?  is  necessary  especially  in 
the  application  of  thesutures.  Emmetsays,  *'At  least  one-half  of  the 
women  who  have  borne  children  and  suffer  from  female  weaknesses 
can  attribute  the  cause  of  their  sufferings  to  hicerations  of  the 
cervix;"  and  when  we  look  at  the  statistics  of  this  portion  of  sur- 
gical gynopathy  we  can  f»'<*l  justly  proud  of  the  advances  made  in 
the  last  decade. 

CASK  IV.       OVARfAN'    FIIlKOIl). 

Mrs. ,  a't.  45.  mother  of  two  children.     Patient  presented 

by  Dr.  Rush.  ()f  Salem.  Ohio,  for  an  opinion.  Five  years  ago  shp 
first  noticed  a  growth  in  the  alxlomen.  The  growth  wjis  on  the 
right  side  in  the  right  inguinal  region,  about  the  size  of  an  egg 
It  is  now  the  size  of  a  large  cocoanut.  She  was  very  regular  in  her 
menses  until  th(?  appearance  of  the  tumor;  now  there  is  a  profuse 
discharge  of  blood  with  the  menses.  Thf?  examination  of  the  patient 
was  conducted  as  follows: 

Inspection:  The  patient  in  supine  position,  the  contour  ot 
the  abdomen  is  preserved,  hence  it  is  either  fluid  within  a  cyst  or  a 
hard  growth  which  does  not  lose  its  shape.  If  ascites  the  fluid 
would  gravitate  at  the  sides. 

Pdlpiifion :  Line  of  resonance*  detected  outside  of  the  growth; 
resonance  of  growth  dull.     The  umbiligus  is  natural. 

Measurements:  From  spinous  process  of  tin?  second  lumbar 
vertebra  to  median  line,  right  side,  19  inches;  leftside,  17  inches. 
Knsiform  rartilage  to  symphysis  pubis,  \k\\  inches.  Umbilicus  to 
ant.  HUpr.  spine  right  ilium,  10  inches;  umbilicus  to  ant.  supr.  spine 
left  ilium,  8i  inches. 

Digitcd  examination   per   vagi  nam:     Womb    well    drawn  up; 

cervix  natural ;  os  externum,  margins  irregular;  Douglas'  sac  free; 

temperature   of  vagina   normal;  length   of  womb,  22,  inches;  the 
tumor  moves  with  the  uterus;  the  aspirator  reveals  no  fluW. 
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Diagnosis:  Tumor  of  right  ovary,  hard  in  consistency  and 
adhered  to  the  uterus.  It  is  probably  not  adherent  to  the  abdom- 
inal wall. 

Treatment:  The  galvano-cautery  to  be  used  with  the  gold 
needles,  this  to  induce  infianunation.  Diet,  of  milk,  beef  and  stale 
bread.  IJ.  Calc.  carb.  3x  to  30x,  to  be  used  to  break  down  the 
fibroid  growth.  If  not  successful,  then  remove  the  growth  with 
the  uterus. 

casp:  v.,    sTKNosrs,  chronic  ovaritis,  etc.,  ktc. 

Mrs. ,    East   Genoa,    N.  Y.,  ?et.    34.     The   patient  is  a 

mother  of  three  children.  Married  16  vears  ajj:o:  births  diflRcult; 
"  dry '' births;  first  and  last  child  "head  presentations;"  second 
child  **  knee  presentation;''  first  child  died  aged  10  years  and  11 
months;  second  child  died  in  birth:  the  last  child  living,  but  not 
healthy.  The  patient  has  one  sister  married  and  in  good  health; 
one  brother  living.  Her  father's  family  are  consumptive.  The 
physician  in  attendance  at  the  birth  of  the  first  child  said  that 
**  the  womb  was  turned  back,  and  he  had  to  turn  it  so  that  the 
child  could  be  delivered,"  to  quote  the  patient's  words.  She  was 
unwell  for  several  weeks  after  the  birth  ol  this  first  child,  and 
was  lour  weeks  in  bed  after  the  second  child  wjus  born;  confined  to 
her  room  one  month  after  the  birth  of  the  third  child,  and  has 
never  been  well  since  that  time.  The  menses  began  at  15  years, 
but  were  very  slight  for  six  or  seven  years.  The  complexion  is 
fair;  the  countenance  j)inched.  Bowels;  a  movement  every  7-10 
days.  Urine;  red  and  oily.  Pain  in  the  lumbar  region;  for  the 
past  year  the  lumbar  region  has  been  very  sensitive.     Vomits  bile; 

does  not  retain   food.     She  has  been  attended    by    Dr. ,   of 

New  York,  since  last  June,  He  diagnosed  the  case,  cancer.  She 
has  already  submitted  to  four  operations  : 

First — For  absence  of  opening  in  cervix.     After  this  operation, 

and  then  after  the  birth  of  the  second  child,  she    was   treated   for 

ulceration  of  the  womb;  *^  then  the  womb  closed." 

Second — Operation  for  '*  closure  of  womb." 
Third— Sept.,  1881,  '' 
Fourth— J i\\y,l^:i,  ^' 
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Upon  inquiry  it  was  found  that  both  the  *'  fuming  nitric  acid 
and  the  silver  nitrate  were  used.  There  is  great  tenderness  of  the 
abdomen.  The  discharge  from  the  yafi:ina  is  yellow,  possesses  a 
slight  odor,  and  is  mixed  with  blood — stinging,  burning  'pain  iti 
left  ovary  shooting  up  to  the  heart. 

Digital  examination  per  vaginam. — Cervix  shortened  rough- 
ened; left  portion  of  vagina  longer  than  right  by  i  of  an  inch;  a  baud 
about  half  way  from  fornix  to  left  ovary;  cicatricial  tissue  on  right 
pide,  very  tender;  in  left  pocket  of  vagina  toward  the  ovary  a  teat- 
like proems;  stenosis  of  os  externum. 

Examination  per  rectum:  Fissured  rectum;  left  ovar}'  enlarged- 
Microscoplcal  examination  of  the  vaginal  discharge,  hij  Prof, 
Moore:    The  discharge  contains  blood,  pus,  and  epithelium. 

Diagnosis:  Indurated  and  cicatricial  tissues,  the  result  of  in- 
flammation and  operations,  stenosis  and  chronic  ovaritis.  It  is  not 
malignant  because, 

(a)  The  pain  is  too  acute. 

(b)  The  discharge  is  neither  foul  nor  briny. 

Treatment :     Phytolacca  crude  by  insufflation.     Appl}'  bags  i> 
dry,  hot   bran  to  left   ovary.     For  fissured  tinus,  inject  flaxseed  tea 
morning  and  night. 

IJ.  Naja  80x,  ii  hrs.,  indicated  by  the  stinging,  burning 
chanicter  of  the  \y,i\\i<. 

Reports  of  the  result  of  treatment  not  yet  sent  in. 

<;ASK  VJ.      OVAKlOTOxMY.      ^ 

Mrs. — ,  iet.  51,  Mt.  VeriTon,  Ohio,  mother  of  two  children. 

Family  history  of  the  patient  reveals  neither  tumors  nor  cancers. 
She  appeared  at  the  clinic  of  January  4,  1883,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  examined.  Has  always  been  healthy:  menses  regular,  but 
not  so  frequent  during  the  past  year,  and  growing  gradually  less  m 
quantity.  Seven  or  eight  years  ago  she  had  a  bad  hemorrhage 
from  the  womb;  twelve  years  ago  first  noticed  a  growth  in  the 
right  groin.  Dr.  Wells,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  0.,  gave 'remedies  which 
operated  upon  the  kidneys  and  the  growth  diminished  in  size.  Thtj 
umbilicus  bulges  forward,  especially  when  th^  patient  stands. 
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Measurements:  '  Circumference  of  body  at  umbilicus,  37f 
inches.  Ensiform  cartilage  to  symphysis  pubis,  17  inches.  One- 
half  circumference  (right  side),  llHi^iclies.  One-half  circumference 
(left  side),  18^  inches.  As  far  jis  the  examination  was  conducted 
at  this  clinic  the  symptoms  pointed  towards  an  ovarian  tumor  with 
abdominal  ascites  also.  Tapping  the  abdomen, and  drawing  off 
some  fluid  confirmed  the  suspicion  of  ascitic  fluid:  and,  this  fluid 
was  found  to  l)e  lara:ely  albuminous.  At  the  conclusicm  of  the 
examination  the  patient  was  sent  to  the  hospital,  she  having  con- 
sented to  an  operation  for  a  removal  of  the  growlh. 

Ovariofomi/s  jfer/ornied  at  the  Huron  Street  Ilof^pittft.  January 
16^  1H83:  For  three  days  previous  to  the  operation  the  patient 
was  sponged  each  day  witL^iot  water;  the  diet  was  plain  and 
heart}';  the  bowels  kept  open  by  enemata.  Upon  examination  the 
urine  revealed  some  traces  of  sua^ar.  The  following  prescription, 
recommended  bj'  T.  Sp(»ncer  Wells,  >vas  given  before  the  operation 
for  a  few  days : 

IJ.     Lithium    carb.    gr.    x.     Ferrum  perchlorid.  3j.     Glyc.  3J. 
Aq.  l]v,     M.  Sig.     A  tablespoonful  ever}'  4  hours. 

On  the  morning  of  the  operatioji  the  bow(»ls  were  k».-pt  free  by 
enemata,  and  a  coflee  cup  of  Liebig's  extract  of  beef  given.  At 
12  m.  the  bladclerjwas  emptied  and  the  i)oweIs  moved  ;  the  elimi- 
natory  channels  were  tints  k^pt  open  and  free,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
disturbing  influence  of  micturition  ami  defecation  after  the  opera- 
tion. Lister's  method  of  antiseptic  precautions  was  followed  in 
every  respect.^  Richardson's  spray  was  used,  the  proportion  being 
1  to  40.  Flannel  drawers  and  skirt  were  made  especially  for  the 
latient  ;  also  woolen  stcickinors.  Kvervthiuij  was  done  to  make  the 
patient  comfortable  and  |)revent  chilling.  The  amesthetic  used 
was  the  London  mixture,  Zx  of  wliicii  kept  the  patient  under  its 
influence  one  hour. 

An  incision  was  made  midway  Ix'tween  the  umbilicus  and 
symphysis  pubis  five  inches  in  IcMigth  ;  quite  an  exudation  of  a.*-- 
citic  fluid  found.  During  the  operation  the  patient  lay  upon  a 
straight  table,  tin*  feet  brought  down  ajid  resting  below  the  level  of 
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the  table,  thus  enabling  the  surgeon  to  have  l^etter  access  to  the 
patient,  and  greater  freedom  of  movement.  The  feet  being  placed 
in  this  manner  the  abdominal  walls  were  rendered  more  tense, 
another  consideration  in  favor  of  this  arrangement  of  the  patient. 
In  five  minutes  the  abdominal  cavity  was  entered,  and  a  large  col- 
lection of  multilocular  cysts*  was  found.  Having  removed  the 
cysts  and  all  of  the  fluid,  the  left  ovary  was  found  to  be  intact,  but 
the  right  ovary  wholly  involved.  The  adhesions  were  but  slight. 
Baker  Brown's  clamp  was  used  to  remove  the  pedicle.  Carbolated 
rubber  felt  at  a  ten*p(M'atnre  of  98  ^  F.  was  placed  into  the  abdonjinal 
cavity  •  to  keep  the  bowels  back,  and  dry,  hot  cloths  about  the 
truuk  to  prevent  chilling.  The  pedicle  was  severed  by  means  of  a 
hatchet-shaped  cautery,  heated  to  a  cherry-red  heat,  and  then 
slightly  cooled  ;  the  pedicle  was  then  *^  polished  "  with  the  cautery 
so  as  to  close  up  the  arteries  which  fed  the  turaor.  Three  cat-gut 
ligatures  were  applied  with  Peaslee's  needle  ;  these  were  placed 
about  half  an  inch  from  the  eschar.  These  ligatures  become  ab- 
sorbed gradually,  and  it  would  seem  become  living^  so  to  speak,  aid- 
ing greatly  in  the  economy  of  vital  operations  of  this  kind.  The 
pad  of  rubber  felt  was  now  removed,  and  since  there  was  no  hem- 
^  orrhage  fit  all,  it  wasjnot  necessary  to  replace  it.  Nine  wire  su- 
tures were  carried  through  the  parietes  and  the  peritoneum.  Bti- 
fore  securing  the  last  two  sutures  the  wound  was  responged,  and 
no  blood  was  found.  Alhesive  straps,  2x20  inches,  were  carefully 
placed,  going  round  the  cresti  of  the  ilia.     Lint,  saturated  with 

Calendula  tincMire,  3Jss  ;  Sweet  oil,  svjss, 

was  next  applied  ;  bandages  were  now  carefully  adjusted,  and  thus 
the  abdominal  toilet  was  completed.  She  was  now  placed  in  bed, 
and  kept  warm  with  blankets.  Being  very  thirsty,  bits  of  ice  were 
given  her.  The  urine  was  drawn  three  times  during  the  next  24 
hours,  and  Aeon.  2x  was  given  every  hour. 

J^cport  J  a  unary  18,  1883. — The  i)ulse  is  82  ;  temperature 
98.7  ^ ,  A  suppository  (opium  gr.  j,  bell,  gr,  i)  given  to  keep  the 
mt)vement  of  the  bowels  delayed.     The  patient   is   in  good  spirits. 
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5  Merc.  cor.  3x  every   six  hours  to  check   profuse   perspiration. 
Diet :  One  teacup  ot  warm  milk  every  three  hours. 

Report  of  January  25,  1883. — The  patient  is  comfortable.  Tem- 
perature and  pulse,  taken  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  were  as  follows  : 

Temperatvre.  '   Pulse. 

January'  16,  p.  m 100  87 

17,  a.  ni 100.2  80 

17,  p.  m 99.4  99 

18,  a.  m 98.7  79 

18,  p.  m.^ 99.5  '     87 

19,  a.  m 101.1  86 

19,  p.  m  98.5  ^5 

20,  a.  m .- 100.6  85 

20,  p.m...... 100.2  84 

21.  a.  m 100.2  86 

21,  p.  m 99.9  87 

22,  a.  m 100  87 

22,  p.  m 100  92 

1^3.  a.  m 100.5  92 

23,  p.  m 100.7  -     95 

24,  a.  m 100.5  94 

24,  p.  m 99.8  89 

25,  a.  m 99  90 

Jauuary  23,  the  seventh  day  after  the  operation,  every  alternate 
suture  was  removed.  To-day,  the  25th,  all  the  sutures  were  re- 
moved. On  the  sixth  morning  after  the  operation  there  wtis  diz- 
ziness and  headache.  She  has  passed  the  stages  of  shock  and  in- 
fiammatiou  safely,  but  there  have  been  some  decided  symptom^  of 
septicajmia.  Crotalus,  30th  dilution,  has  been  given  for  the  septic 
condition. 

Report  February  1.  18S3. — Improving  :  everything  is  its  well  as 

could  be  expected.     The  ))Owels   are  in  g  ;od  condition.     She  has 

had  one  or  two  mucous  discharges  from  the  bowels  ;  i)ain  in  rectum 

easily  controlled  by  Arscm.  3x.     She   rests   and   sleeps    well.     The 

wound  has  entirely  healed,   except  three-fourths  of  an  inch,  from 

which  there  is  some  discharge,   which    is   caused   bv    a  cauterized 

vessel. 

Report  Februmy  8,  1883. — The  temperature  and  pulse  have 
been  gradually  decreasing  during  the  past   week,   and   to-day    the 
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palse  is  75,  the  temperature  standing  at  1)8.3  ^ .  She  is  sittinsj  up; 
feels.strong.  and  we  may  justly  say  that  the  patient  has  recovered. 
When  we  consider  the  hard  struggle  that  ovariotomy  ha* 
made  for  its  existence,  the  vigorous  attacks  made  against  it  by  the 
leaders  of  professional  opinion  in  America  and  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  the  bold  and  scientific  position  of  those  surgeons  who 
contended  for  its  blessings  upon  womankind,  we  can  not  but  feel 
gratified  at  the  results  in  this  case,  knowing  that  one  more  is  added 
to  the  successful  side  of  the  statistics  of  ovariotomy.  And  e>specially 
do  we  find  grounds  for  satisfactit)n  when  we  see,  by  consulting  the 
statistics  of  Dr.  Cla}-,  that  the  per-centage  of  deaths  in  oix»rations 
upon  polycysts  of  the  ovary  is  far  greater  th  an  in  the  monc3'stic 
.variety.  The  very  minute  attention  to  every  little  detail  in  anti- 
septic precautions  (upon  which  so  uinch  of  the  success  depends) 
is  likely  to  tax  the  patience  and  ingenuity  of  the  surgeon  to  the 
utmost ;  but  when  these  precautions  have  all  been  carried  out. 
their  great  aid  is  generally  fully  acknowledged  ;  and,  reasoning 
from  the  past,  we  can  say  that  antiseptic  surgery,  as  applied  to  thi 
operation,  will  probably  do  in  the  future  even  much  more  than  it 
has  accomplished  in  tiie  past. 

Thekapeuttc  Value  of  Lobelia  Inflata. — Dr.  Fournier  has 

used  lobelia  to  a  considerable  extent  in  his  practice  for  the  pa.*<t  twenty 

years  in   cases  of  asthma,  phthisis,  and    pulmonary   congestion.     He 

has'n'^t  found  very  much  advantaji^e  in  its  use  in  simple  asthuni,  but 

in  cardiac  dyspnusa,  in  doses  of  fifteen  to  thirty  minims  of  the  tincture 

per  diem,  he  has  obtained  good  results  as  a  rule.  In  suffocative 
attacks  occurring  in  the  later  stages  of  phthisis,  when  all  other 
remedies  failed,  this  drug  wjis  often  of  the  greatest  service.  It  was 
given  in  a  jnixture  of  one-half  drachm  to  eight  ounces  of  water,  a 
tablespoonful  every  hour.  The  author  i-elates  some  cases  of  sudden 
dy8pna?a  occurring  in  the  aged  in  whieli  lobelia  seemed  to  be  of  the 
greatest  value.  These  attacks  occur  very  suddenly;  the  patients  are 
asphyxiated  and  pulseless  and  seem  to  be  on  the  |)oint  of  death,  and 
indeed  the  termination  is  usually  fatal.  Dr.  Fournier  regrfrds  them 
as  due  to  congestion  of  the  lungs  from  paralysis  of  the  vasoniotor 
nerves.  In  congestion  from  other  causes  the  influence  of  lobelia  L* 
slight. — Bulletin  General  lie  Therapeufique,  Xo.  47,  1888. 
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BUSHROD  W.  JAMES,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  PHILADELPHIA,  EDITOR. 


SANITARY  NOTES. 
The  Sewage  of  Chicago. — That  excellent  paper,  the  Sanitary 
News,  contains  a  sound  editorial  on  the   condition   of  the   Chicago 
sewerage.     "  Those   who  live   here,''  the   editor   proceeds  to   say, 
*'  know  what  an  abomination  the  sewage   of  this  city  is,   and  ^las 
been  for  yeai's.     Mr.   Chesbrough,  the  eminent  civil  and  sanitary 
engineer,  who  planned  the  system  in  use,,  foresaw  the  dangers  arising 
from  the  disposal  of  the  city's  liquid  wastes,  and  gave  timely  warn- 
ing ;  but  the  municipality  has,  for  almost  thirty  years,  stood  in  awe 
before  its  foul  and  disease-disseminating  sewage,  not  only  allowing 
it  to  run  its  course  till  its  own  power  for  evil  wjis  exhausted,  but 
actually  turning  it  into  the  fountain  of  its  water-supply,  and  com- 
pelling the  inhabitants  to  drink  it.     When  not  contaminating  the 
water-supply  of  this  city,  it  has  been  driven  into  a  channel  which 
leads  to  the  sources  of  water-supply   for  other  cities.     It   has  dis- 
gusted a  whole   State,  and   prostrated  and   destroyed   by  disettse 
hundreds,  and  probably  thousands,  of   people  in  the  interior  of  111- 
nois.     There  are   thousands  of  acres  of  waste    land   surrounding 
Chicago  on  every  side,  waiting  only  to  be  underdrained  and  fertil- 
ized, to  yield  as  abundantly  as  the  sewage  farm   of  Pullman.     The 
sewage  of  Chicago  can  be  as   easily  and  as    inoffensively   collected 
and  applied  to  the-  barren  fields  south  and  west,  as  at  Pullman.     It 
is  objected  that  the  outlay  in  a  separate  system  of  sewers,  by  which 
Uie  sewage  could  be  collected  separately  from  the  storm-water,  and 
in  pumping  works,  distributing  pipes,  etc.,  would  involve  an  ex- 
traordinary expense.     But. the  city   coolly   erects    pumping-works 
....  which  cost  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  and  which  are 
absurdl}'  unequal  to  the  task  expected  of  them,  granting  that  they 
were  not  conceived  in  error.     It  is  also  suggested,  without   alarm 
at  the  expense,  and  with  unreasonable  confidence  in  the  success  of 
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the  plan,  that  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  be  enlarged  suffi- 
ciently to  carry  the  city's  sewage  to  the  Mississippi.  This  question 
must  soon  iye  settled  ;  the  future  of  Chicago  depends  upon  it.  If 
the  sewage  were  collected  as  at  Pullman,  it  is  beyond  doubt  that 
it  could  be  sold — not  that  somebody  would  have  to  be  paid  to  take 
it.  If  Pullman  sewage  pays  a  profit  on  the  total  investment  in 
sewers,  pumping-works,  distributing  pipes,  etc.,  it  is  absolutely 
certain  that,  under  the  same  circumstances,  (Chicago  sewage  would 
pay  a  large  profit  to  some  one  who  was  asked  only  to  take  it  when 
collected.  With  the  separate  system  of  sewers,  and  pumping- 
works  once  built,  the  cost  of  operating  the  latter  and  keeping  the 
former  in  repair  could  be  more  than  realized.  It  is  time  that  im- 
practicable schemes,  and  those  which  will  continue  the  existing 
dangers  to  the  city,  were  abandoned,  when  a  solution  to  the  whole 
question  seems  so-easy  and  practicable.'' 

The  Ixspkction  of  Food.— At  the  recent  sitting  of  the  Amer- 
ican Public  Health  Association,  Dr.  W.  K.  Newton,  of  Paterson, 
N.  J.,  read  a  paper  on  '*  Food  Supply.'^  Among  other  things  he 
said  :  ''  In  most  of  our  large  cities  the  system  for  the  inspection  of 
meats  is  very  defective,  since  it  provides  only  for  the  examination 
of  meat  after  it  has  reached  the  market.  The  meat  should  be  inj" 
spected  when  the  animal  from  which  it  comes  is  yet  alive."  This 
we  deem  worthy  of  serious  considcM-ation. 

Hygiene  ix  Schools. — Dr.  F.  Scholtz,  of  Bremen,  in  a  paper 
read  before  the  German  Teachers'  Association,  insists^* upon  the 
value  of  sanitary  instruction,  which,  he  claims,  must  precede  sani- 
tary legislation.  Hygiene  must  be  taught  in  the  schools.  Let 
other  less  important  subjects  give  place.  It  must  be  treated  as  a 
part  of  natural  science  ;  and,  so  far  as  it  is  related  to  anatomy,  ox 
physiology,  it  should  be  made  eminently  practical.  It  is  a  waste  of 
time  to  teach  children  facts  cojicerning  respiration  without  im- 
parting a  knowledge  ot  ventilation.  The  same  may  be  said  of  di- 
gestion and  nutrition.  This  is  of  the  highest  importance,  not  only 
from  a  material  standpoint,  but  even  more  strongly  from  a  moral 
one.     The  Doctor  points  out   most   forcibly  the   close  relation  be-. 
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tween  dirt  and  panperisrn,  between    uncleanliness   and   the  deadl}" 
sins  surrounding  it. 

General  Habits  of  Life. — As  man  is  so  completely  a  ereature 
of  habit,  it  is  ot  paramount  importance  that  his   habits  should  be 
good.     Order  find  method  should   be  steadily   cultivated.     Work, 
rest  and  recreation  should  be  duly  apportioned.     Meals  ar^  to   be 
regular,  the  man  eating  what   nature  requires,   and  stopping  when 
the  monitor  says  enough  !     On  a  short  allowance  of  food  he  is  not 
equal  to  his  work  ;  on  excess,  his  mental  and  physical  faculties  be- 
come blunted;     With  too  little  or  too  much    he   will  become   dys- 
peptic ;  and  no  sort  of  bad  health  affects  a  man  more  unpleasantly 
than  dyspepsia.     It  injures  the  temi)er  as  well,  and   as  bad  temper 
may  be  caused  by  indigestion,  conversely  it  affe»cts  and  impairs  di- 
gestion^ thus  the  evil  is  duplicated.     Eat  not  to  fullness,  drink  not 
to  elevation,  saj's  the  most  practical  of  American  philosophers.     It  is 
belter  to  keep  a  little  restraint  on  the  appetite   than   to  encourage 
even  trivial  excess.     As  to  drinking — that  is,  to  drinking  alcoholic 
liquors —  ....  it  is  better  borne   at    meals    than   on '  an    empty 
stomach.     It  is  unfortunate  that  when  the  stomach  makes  its  nat- 
ural demands,  which  cannot  l)e  immediately^  gratified,  so  many  men 
substitute  stimulants  for  food.     A  cup  of  tea  or  coffee,  or  a  bowl  of 
soup,  or  even  a  little  lemon  juice  in  water,  or  lemonade,  would  bet- 
ter sustain  the   vital  forces  up  to  meal-time  than  alcohol,  without 
any  of  the  bad  effects  of  this  potent  agent.     You  need  not  under- 
stand me  as  sa^ung  that  a  man  shall  never  drink    wine  nor  spirits. 
They  have  their  uses.     Sometimes  they  impart  to   the    woni    and 
wearied  man    a  temporary    revival    of  forc(»,   which,   if  he    be  ex- 
hausted, L-s   really  beneficial.     This,    howevt^r,   is  a    remedial    use, 
rather   medical  than   hygienical.      The   Apostle,    says:    ''Take     a 
little     wine   for   thy   stomach's    sake "'       But    that     little^     until 
recently,  has    been   very  indefinite.     ''A  teaspoonfnl   would   be  a 
little  with  some  persons,  a  quart   bottle  full    with   others.     There 
must  be  some  kind  of  limit  or  gauge.     The  man  who  exceeds  two 
ounces  of  alcohol  a  day  is  surely  bound  to  break  down  and  die  of  it. 
To  save  discussion  we  may  admit  exceptions,  and  assert  this    as    a 
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general  fact,  or  the  fact  ior  the  average  of  men.  It  is  not  adf  ised  that 
any  man  shall  take  two  ounces  of  alcohol  a  day,  no  matter  hoyr 
laborious  hi?  work,  or  how  severe  his  exposure ;  on  the  contrary, 
as  a  general  rule  he  may  cut  down  with  safety,  by  fractions  of  the 
ounce,  until  he  comes  down  to  none  at  all ;  but  if  he  exceeds  by 
one  poor  scruple  (we  don't  measure  liquor  by  scruples,  but  he 
ought  to  be  scrupulous  here),  by  just  so  much  does  he  hasten  his 
own  destruction." — Dr,  McSherry  in  the  Sanitarian. 

Therapeutic  Uses  of  Water. — We  clip  the  following  from 
an  admirable  paper  on  this  subject  by  Dr.  W.  C.  0.  Heeson,  read 
before  the  Medical  Society  of  King's  County,  New  York :  "  The 
time  of  taking  a  bath,  and  their  duration  for  each,  must  be  gov- 
erned entirely  by  the  circumstances  in  each  case.  Btft  for  stimu^ 
lating  and  invigorating  baths,  the  early  part  of  the  day  is  the  best, 

and  ail  baths  should  be  taken  fasting The  rational  use  of 

the  tepid  and  warm  bath  is  to  those  with  chronic  diseases,  and  gen- 
erally with  enfeebled  constitutions,  the  exception  to  this  rule  being 
where  in  skin  diseases  there  may  be  found  the  chronic  disease  with 

a  comparatively   robust  constitution The   vapor    bath, 

either  local  or  general,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  agents  in  our 
known  therapeutics.  In  the  treatment  of  acute  affections  of  the 
air  passages  by  inhalation  it  has  no  rival.  How  many  of  us  could 
recite  the  happy  issue  out  of  desperate  cases,  where  suffocation 
seemed  imminent  and  inevitable!  The  convenient  form  of  vapor 
bath,  by  slacking  quick-lime  and  submitting  the  patient  to  its 
fumes,  is  too  well  known  to  require  anything  more  than  a  passing 
notice.  The  addition  of  sulphur  to  the  lime  gives  a  cheap  and 
handy  sulphur  bath  for  your  cases  of  rheumatism  or  skin  disease.^* 

Anti-Beer-Adultbration. — A  meeting,  representing  trade 
societies  and  workmen's  clubs,  was  held  in  London  in  promotion 
of  the  objects  of  the  Anti-Beer-Adulteration  Association,  which  is 
to  put  an  end  to  all  pernicious  adulteration  of  beer,  and  to  insiat 
that  any  beverage  sold  as  beer  shall  simply  be  a  liquor  made  from 
hops  and  malted  barley,  and  to  require  that  any  liquid  containing 
substitutes  for  hops  and  malt  shall  be  sold  under  another  name,  the 
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Tarious  descriptions  of  liquids  being  clearly  defined  on  a  label  fixed 
to  the  barrel.  We  learn  also,  from  the  London  Times,  that  a  depu- 
tation from  the  meeting  were  instructed  to  seek  an  interview  with 
the  Home  Secretary  aud  the  President'  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in 
order  to  impress  upon  them  the  necessity  for  restricted  legislation, 
compelling  the  brewing  trade  to  produce,  and  the  retailer  to  sup- 
ply, beer  miide  from  hops  and  malt  alone,  or  to  oblige  the  venders 
to  correctly  describe  the  nature  of  the  liquid  they  sell. 

Hqmes  for  the  Poor. — The  subject  of  providing  fit  homes  for 
the  poor  has  been  attracting  much  attention  in  England.  The 
Marquis  of  Salisbury  is  in  tavor  of  having  '  Parliament  authorize 
;>ans,  to  be  negotiated  through  the  Peabxly  trustees,  which  wouldl 
allow  the  dwellings  of  the  poor  to  be  repaired  and  kept  in  sound 
<'ondition.  Suburban  dwellings,  he  claims,  are  needed  to  drain  off 
the  overtaxed  limits  of  the  city,  and  cheap  fares  to  induce  the 
workmen  to  leave.  These  buildiugs  should  be  erected  under  the 
t^ame  surveillance  that  holds  in  the  city. 

The  State  Boards  of  Health. — It  was  decided  at  the  Detroit 
meeting  of  the  American  Public  Health  Association  to  call  a  meet- 
ing of  secretaries,  or  other  representatives  of  the  various  State 
Jioards  at  Washington,  in  May,  1884,  to  organize  a  section  of  the 
American  Association  devoted  to  State  Boards,  or  a  separate  soci- 
ety, {IS  may  seem  best. 


Detroit's  Skwers. — {Sanitarian.) — "An  Afflicted  Father  "  ha* 
written  to  the  Evening  News  (Jan.  18 j  about  the  death  of  a  child 
from  diphtheria,  which  prevails  in  his  neighborhood,  and  which  he 
4ittributes  to  the  filling  up  of  the  land  occupied  by  the  Union  Depot 
Oompany,  creating  a  receptacle  for  stagnant  water.  But  on  investi- 
gation by  the  Health  Department,  an  old  trunk  sewer  eight  feet  in 
diameter,  which  runs  through  p]ighteenth  street  from  Grand  River 
avenue,  and  serves  the  diphtheria  neighborhood,^  has  its  outlet  nearly 
nil  under  water,  and  was  found  choked  wish  sewage  in  a  state  ot 
seething  putrefaction.  The  Inspector  reported :  "  The  manholes  are 
all  trapped."  "How  does  the  sewer-gas  get  out?"  he  was  asked. 
''  Through  every  private  drain  and  lateral  sewer  into  the  houses,  and 
there's  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  it  on  hand,  I  tell  you. 
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PKOK.    .S.    LILIKXTHAL,  M.  I).,  NKW  YOKK  CITY,  EIHTOR. 


ON   HKMIATKOPHY   OF    THE  TONGUE,   OR   TABES 

J)0[tSALIS. 

<T.  Hallet  leads  our  attention  to  a  symptom  not  frequently 
mentioned,  which  shows  itself  even  at  the  l>eginning  of  tabes 
dorsalis,  though  Chariot  mentions  already  the  hemiatrophy  of  the 
tongue.  This  affection  gains  in  interest,  jis  the  tatetic  symptoms 
are  usually  hilateral  ancl  appear  symmetrically.  This  hemiatrophy 
shows  itself  hy  a  consijl<»ral)le  d(*crease  of  volume  in  the  right  or 
left  side  of  the  tongue.  The  atfecte<l  si<li^  shows  numerous  folds 
and  lines,  and  has  a  worm-like  appearance.  Sometimes  one  might 
observe  a  slight  trembling,  with  tibillary  contractions.  Talking, 
nicistication  and  deglutition  is  not  th(i  least  disturbed  by  it. 

In  most  cfLses,  observed  by  Ballet,  this  affection  of  the  tongue 
is  associated  with  paralysis  of  the  eyes,  or  atrophy  of  some  mus- 
cles of  th<^  extremiti'M — and  it  merits  our  particular  attention,  as 
it'appaarsac  a  staj;e  wh»»rt^  there  are  yet  hardly  any  other  manifes- 
tations. To  see  a  hemiatrophy  of  the  tongue  ought  to  lead  our  at- 
tention immediatel}'  to  tabes  dorsal  is. — Le  Progres  Med.,  43,  1888. 

MORPHINE  HAIUT  AND  PREGNTANCY. 
<;h.  Fer6  observed  the  following  ease:  A  hyst^M'ical  woman 
of  32  years,  whose  mother  was  addicted  to  the  Morphine  babit.  took 
three  years  ago  Morphine  ottiMi  on  account  of  a  prosopalagia,  and 
since  then  used  it  daily  hypodermically.  Becoming  pregnant,  she 
came  to  Paris  in  order  to  be  cured  of  her  evil  habit.  She  used  then 
daily  0,2-t  Morphine.  Fere  tried  again  to  reduce  that  quantum  im- 
mediately to  O.OO.").  But  every  two  or  three  days  intense  uterine 
colic  anil  incretised  motions  of  the  child  set  in,  so  that  he  had  to  al- 
low 0,13  daily.     The  labjr  was  jiormal.     Eight  days  after  confine- 
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ment  F^r6  tried  again  to  reduce  it,  but  uterine  colics  again  set  in,  and 
the  lochia ceased,necessitating  a  return  to  the  former  daily  dose.  After 
a  week  reduction  to  0,08,  and  then  a  sudden  cessation  of  all  injec- 
tions, though  the  patient  complained  of  colic,  diarrlnBi,  irritability 
and  sleeplessness  the  whole  niglit.  All  these  passed  off  in  a  day  or 
two,  and  she  was  cured  of  her  bad  habit. 

In  consequence  of  the  abstinence  uterine  colic  and  lochial  re- 
tention appeared,  which  might  have  caused  abortus  and  infection. 
It  is  also  interesting  that  the  consequences  of  the  abstinence 
could  also  be  observed  on  the  baby.  The  well-developed  but  lean 
infant  was  irritable,  restless,  cried  a  great  deal,  and  would  not  sleep 
during  its  first  three  days,  and  then  a  normal  state  set  in  and  con, 
tinned. — Pr ogres  Med,y  i3,  1883. 


PERMANENT  ASTHMA. 

BY  PROF.  G.  SEK. 

Nervous  dyspnoea,  catarrh  of  the  bronchi,  and  emphysema 
pulmonum  are  th<»  three  chief  components  of  an  asthmatic  attack. 
When,  in  consequence  of  very  severe  and  frequent  attacks,  a  sta- 
tionary emphysema  develops  itself,  a  lasting  dyspnoea  sets  in,  with 
increase  of  the  pulmonary  volumen  and  intermittent  exacerbations. 
Such  a  state  gives  us  a  permanent  asthma,  but  it  must  be  strictly 
diflfereutiated  from  common  empliysema,  where  the  dyspncea  is  also 
paroxysmal ly  incr^ised  in  consequence  of  an  intercurrent  catarrh. 
This  differentiation  is  of  importance,  as  the  permanent  asthma 
very  often  yields  more  or  less  to  iodide  of  potassium,  2  grammes 
per  diem.- — V  Union  Med.^  33,  1883. 

Asthma  Produced  by  Nasal  Affections. — Masini  relates 
three  cases.  In  the  first  case  there  was  diffuse  hypertrophy  of  the 
nasal  mucous  membrane,  closing  up,  in  some  places,  the  whole 
space  by  oedema.  Irritating  the  mucous  membrane  caused  dysp- 
noea. 2.  Polypus  nasi  and  fisth ma.  8.  (Iranulations  in  nose.  The 
galvano  cautery  acts  well  in  such  cases, — AUg.  Med.  Centr,  Zeit,^ 
97, 1883. 
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KALI  CHLORICUM  AND  DIPHTHERIA. 

BY  DR.  HULLMANN  (HALLE), 

For  the  lust  t wen t}- -five  years  Dr.  Hullmaiin  used  kali  chloricum 

so  frequently  and  with  such  success,  without  hardly  any  bad  effects, 

except   perhaps  in  some   cases   some  loss  of  appetite   by  vomiting, 

that   March  and's   discover}^  (1879)  of  it   as  a  dangerous   poison, 

admonished   him  to  greater  carefulness,  and  since   then   he   never 

used  it  simultaneously  as  a  gargle,  always  examines  the  urine  and 

takes  good  c(\re  for  Huitahh  nourishment  and  the  use  of  good  icine. 

With  such  precautions  only  good  results  followed  its  use,  so  that  he 

is  fully  convincetl  that  kali  chloricum  in  the  dones  of  4:1(H)  a  tea, 
dessert^  or  tahlespoonful  every  hour  is  a  nearli/  unfailing  remedy  in 
diphtheria.  Children  of  one  and  two  years  have  used  a  gramme 
daily,  children  from  six  to  thirteen  about  three  to  four  grammes, 
adults  four  to  six  grammes,  sometimes  eight  in  twenty-four  houi*s, 
and  in  very  severe  cases  the  drug  was  taken  without  interruption 
for  a  week.  Once  the  Doctor  gave  it  in  a  case  of  diphtheria  with 
nephritis  scarlatinosa,  ascites  and  anasarca,  and  failed  to  observe 
from  it  the  least  renal  irritation.  It  cured  the  diphtheria,  but 
showed  no  influence  on  the  renal  affection.  As  a  gargle  he  prefers 
a  weak  solution  of  kali  hypermanganicum.  That  he  had  so  very 
few  severe  cases  of  diphtheria,  he  solely  nscribes  to  the  early  and 
steady  UvSe  of  kali  chloricum. — Deuf.  Med.  Wchschr.,  46^  8H, 

[Report  of  a  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  cured  with  Kali 
chloricum  by  our  colleague,  Dr.  H.  W.  Taylor,  will  be  found  in  this 
Journal  for  January,  1881,  page  30.  E.  A.  L.] 

Lobelia  Ixflata. — Fournier  has  frequently  used  this  drug  in 
the  last  twenty  years.  1.  In  asthma  cardiale.  2.  Suffocatory 
paroxysms  of  phthisical  patients  during  the  so-called  third  stage: 
one  gramme  of  the  tincture  to  120  grammes  water,  tahlespoonful 
every  hour.  3.  Pulmonary  congestions.  Where  the  disease  sud- 
denly sets  in  with  alarming  manifestations,  the  patients  are  asphyc- 
tic, with  filiform  pulse,  as  if  they  would  die  every  minute.  Such 
congestions  may  arise  from  paralysis  of  vasomotory  nerves,  and 
are  usually  fatal  to  old  people.  Lobelia  shows  its  entire  influence 
on  the  nervous  symptoms,  and  here  on  the  vagus,  though  it  stands 
also  in  relation  to  the  functions  of  the  sympatheticus. — D.  M,  W, 
47,  S3. 
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DIPHTHERIA  AND  BROMUM. 

Mollereau  had  occasion  to  prove,  in  his  own  family,  the  value 
of  the  Brora,  treatment  (published  by  Teste  already,  1877)  in  diph- 
theria.    Brora-water  (Brom.  1,  aqua  100)  is  a  transparent,  orange- 
col©red  fluid,  of  acrid  tjiste  and  penetrating  odor,  and  must  he  kept 
in  a  black  vial.     Dr.  Teste  gives  the  following  rules  :    1.  Keep  the 
preparation  always  on  hand.     2.   Let  the  patient  take  every  quarter 
or  half  hour  one  to  three  drops  in   some   sugar-water.     3.   After  a 
few  hours,  an  interval  of  at  most  two  hours  imiy  be  allowed  i^  the 
medication.     4.  Use  a  wineglass  or  a  glass  spoon,  as  Brom.  forms 
salts  with    metals.     5.  For  the  first   day   absolute    rest  for   the 
stomach  ;  small  children  may  have  some  diluted  wine,  or  some  fat 
beef  tea.     Milk  and  amy lacea  are  forbidden,   as  they  antidote  the 
action  of  Brom.     6.  Gargling  with  water,  to  which  must  be  added 
a  tablespoonful  of  wine  vinegar  and  another  of  salt  to  the  tumbler, 
are  good  adjuncts  (M.  uses  spray  ot  a   1.0   carbolic   acid  solution). 
7.  In  the  sick  room  a  cup  with  Brom- water  ought  to  be  kept  and 
renewed  several  times  a  day.     Three  or  four  doses  sometimes  suflSce 
to  diminish  the  frequency  of  the  pulse  (from    140  to  80).     The  lo- 
cal symptoms   disappear  more  slowly ;  after  18  to  24   hours   the 
pseudo  membranes  begin  to  dissolve. — Journal  de  Med.,  Sept.,  1883. 

[The  complete  article  of  Prof.  Teste  on  the  use  of  Bromine  in 
diphtheria  will  be  found  on  pp.  113-127  of  American  Observer. 

E.  A.  L.J 

(jlycerinb  as  an  Anti-Febrile  Remedy. — Morianns  Simola 
is  opposed  to  the  use  of  carbolic  or  salycilic  acid  in  fever,  and  limits 
the  use  of  alcoholic  stimulants  to  great  adynamia  and  threatening 
paralysis  of  the  heart.  Glycerine,  on  the  contrary,  is  easily  di- 
gested, and  opposes  thoroughly  the  consuming  qualities  of  a  fever. 
^.  Glycerine  puri  30,0,  acid  citr.  or  acid  tartar  2,0,  aqua  font. 
200,0  M.  One  or  two  tablespoonfuls  every  hour.  This  mixture  is 
liked  by  the  patients,  so  that  some  took  50,0  grammes  Glycerine 
in  24  hours.  He  found  such  treatment  very  beneficial  in  ileo-ty- 
phus.  In  most  cases  an  immediate  decrease  in  the  excretion  of 
urea  could  be  witnessed.— 2>.  M.  W.,  47,  1883. 
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U.  W.  TAYLOK,  M.  D.,  TKRRK  HAUTE,  IND.,  EDITOR. 


SOMB:  OliSERVATIOXS  ON  DIPHTHERIA.* 

During  a  three  years'  residence  in  Wisconsin  it  has  been  my 
fortune  to  witness  ahirge  nunil)er  of  cases  of  this  strange  and  fatal 
disease.  In  New  London  and  vicinity,  in  a  population  of — say  six 
thousand — there  have  l)een  about  eight  hundred  cases,  and  two 
hundred  deaths  during  the  years  1879  and  1880. 

It  is  not  ]>elieved  that  any  local  cause  exists  for  this  great 
mortality;  the  face  of  the  country  is  like  most  of  southeastern 
Wisconsin — undulating,  with  a  sub-soil  of  sand  or  gravel,  aflFording 
good  natural  drainage,  excellent  drinking  water  and  fine  running 
brooks. 

The  population  is  mixed,  fully  one-half  being  of  foreign  birth. 

The  disease  existed  alike  in  hot  and  cold  weather,  damp  and 
dry,  a  wet  spring  and  a  dry  autumn  being  alike  prolific  of  cases. 
It  begun  among  well-to-do  people,  American  born,  and  in  its  course 
scourged  all  alike — the  rich  and  comfortably  situated  fared  as  ill  as 
the  children  of  the  day  laborer  Nor  were  any  favors  shown  to 
those  who  lived  on  high  and  well  drained  sandy  ridges.  Whole 
families  of  briijht  and  happy  children  were  swept  away  in  a  single 
week  from  homes  of  model  construction,  healthy  location,  and  the 
best  sanitary  surroundings. 

Many  wealthy  farmers,  with  the  best  located  houses,  good 
springs  of  water,  and  all  modern  conveniences,  nevertheless  lo«t 
their  children. 

Physicians  were  in  despair,  no  medicine  availed,  and  the  fire 
died  onlv  when  the  fuel  was  exhausted. 

In  our  dilemma  we  received  a  visit  from  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  who  have  named  Diphtheria  a  '*  filth  disease."     True  to 

•A  paper  read  before  the  Homoeopathic  State  Society,  Wisconsin,  at  Fond  du  I-ac,  June  1, 1881. 
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their  theory  they  found  dirt,  but  when  advised  that  the  town  was 
not  exceptionally  filthy,  and  that  the  worst  part  of  the  town 
was  entirely  free  from  the  disease,  they  shook  their  heads  and  went 
away,  leaving  us  no  wiser  for  the  visit.  A  friend  of  mine,  a  witty 
Irishman,  on  hearing  their  verdict,  remarked:  '^  It  is  dirt,  then,  is 
it?  then  I  wonder  that  all  the  children  in  Ireland  don't  die  wid 
Dyptery,  for  there  the  children  slape  with  the  pigs."  And  1  fully 
agree  with  my  Irish  friend.  He  was  wiser  than  the  J^oard  of 
Health. 

Professor  Chanzy.  a  celebrated  French  physician,  once  said  to 
his  class:  "At  twenty  I  was  a  dogmatic,  at  thirty  J  was  an  observer, 
at  forty  an  empiric,  and  at  fifty  1  have  no  system/'  I  am  quite 
certain  that  I  have  spent  one  decade  as  this  illustrious  man  did,  in 
dogmatizing  or  searching  for  facts  to  sustain  theories.  It  is  evi- 
dently the  better  plan  to  gather  all  the  facts  possible,  then,  by 
induction,  to  get  at  the  true  theory. 

About  one  hundred  and  fifty  cases  were  under  my  professional 
care,  and  as  many  more  were  observed  by  me  under  the  care  of 
others.  I  kept  a  clinical  record  of  my  own  cases,  and  consider  the 
field  of  observation  sufficiently  broad  to  justify  an  attempt  at 
generalization. 

Diphtheria  has  some  very  marked  peculiarities,  which  may  aid 
us  in  elucidating  its  causes  and  character. 

Among  other  things,  I  found  that  a  large  majority  of  cases, 
seventy  per  cent,  or  nearl}^  two-thirds  were  females. 

Then,  again,  it  is  confined  almost  exclusively  to  certain  ages — 
two  to  twelve  years.  It  is  a  disease  peculiar  to  childhood.  I  never 
knew  of  but  one  adult  to  die,  and  only  one  nursing  babe. 

Another  peculiarity  of  the  scourge,  which  has  interested  me 
no  little,  is  its  fondness  for  children  of  a  certain  condition,  which 
we  may  be  allowed  to  designate  a  ''  lymphatic  condition  " — fat, 
sleek,  soft,  tender,  well-fed,  or  rapidly  gkowing  children,  just  the 
ones  we  all  admire.  No  such  child  can  offer  any  resistance  to 
the  disease.  On  the  contrary,  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  instance 
where  the  disease  proved  fatal  to  a   child   of  the   genus   '^  Street 
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Arab  ;'*  children,  who  spend  most,  of  their  time  out  of  doors,  are 
thinly  clad,  sleep  in  cold  rooms,  and  have  seldom  enough  to  eat; 
who  have  no  anxious,  loving  mother  to  pet  and  coddle  them 
unwisely,  to  overfeed  and  pamper  them.  These  children  of  nature 
have  a  great  advantage  over  those  in  whom  art  plays  so  large  a 
part,  in  being  thus  plainly,  and  with  evident  partiality,  singled  out 
by  nature  for  health  and  long  life,  and  thus  amply  compensated. 

This  is  a  peculiarity  of  diphtheria,  in  common  with  croup — 
there  being  no  facts  to  prove  that  this  class  of  children  are  not 
fully  as  liable  to  measles  and  small  pox  as  their  more  favored 
neighbor. 

My  ol)servati<)n  has  also  settled  me  in  the  conviction  that  the 
disease  is  in  some  manner  communicable. 

In  nearly  all  cases  where  it  was  testf»d  the  urine  was  found  to 
be  albuminous.     The  membrane  is  also  distinctly  albuminous. 

The  study  of  disease  hjxs  three  aspects — physiological,  pathol- 
ogical and  therapeutical.  Looking  at  diphtheria,  as  a  physiologist* 
I  would  explain  its  peculiarities  in  this  manner:  Girls  are  more 
liable  b^^cause  more  indoors;  children  are  taken  during  their  most 
rapidly  growing  years  because  their  blood  is  at  the  time  enormously 
loaded  with  albuminous  compounds,  out  of  which  so  large  a  part 
of  the  body  must  be  formed. 

The  paradoxical  fact  of  the  exemption  of  infants  is  explained 
by  th^  lisrht  of  physiology  also.  Although  rapid  growers,  in  the 
superlative  degree,  they  subsist  on  animal  food  alone — a  natural, 
not  an  artificial  food, — their  entire  condition  being  more  according 
to  nature's  laws  than  in  subsequtuit  years. 

If  we  concede  these  premises,  we  are  in  no  dilemma  to  explain, 

bj'  the  light  of  this  noble  science,  the  fact  of  the  entire  immunity 

of  our  bootblacks,   newsboys,   and  (children    of  the  strwt.     Their 

scanty  food,  light  clothing,  cold  rooms,  active  exercise,  and  outdoor 

employment  consumes  the  albumen   so   rapidly   that  there   is   no 

**  stock  on  hand.''     There  can  he  no  })athological  combustion,  because 
there  is  no  fuel  to  sui)ply  it. 

The  pathology  of  the  disease  is  already  well  understood,  and  I 
have  no  new    facts  tj  furnish.     TakiMjr    the    term  in    its    broadest 
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tfense,  I  consider  the  disease  an  albuminuria — too  mucb  albumen. 
This  '^  Protean  compound,"  from  being:  the  most  useful  organic 
constituent  of  the  blood,  is  by  some  external  agent  of  a  zymotic 
nskture,  or,  what  is  iu  my  opinion  more  probable — catalytic'influence 
— transformed  into  a  foreign  substance,  a  septic  poisonous  matter, 
to  be  excreted  through  the  kidneys,  secreted  on  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, or,  as  Helm  uth  has  shewn  us,  even  filling  the  whole  cavity  of 
the  right  auricle  and  ventricle  of  the  heart. 

Physiology  teaches  us  that  these  organic  compounds,  of  which 
albumen  is  one,  are  extremely  susceptible  to  catalytic  transforma- 
tion. 

thekapk(;ti(\ 

My  therapeutics  of  this  disease  is  extreujely  simple:  As  a 
prophylactic,  and  in  mild  cases,  acetic  acid  diluted  in  water  is  used 
as  a  beverage  ad  lib,;  in  severe  cases,  carbolic  acid  is  used  in  the 
second  or  third  dilution.  The  therapeutics  of  this,  as  well  as  of 
many  other  diseases,  is  a  di.sgrace  to  the  profession.  I  was  once 
an  enthusiast  as  well  Jis  a  dogmatist  in  therapeutics.  Now  1  look 
upon  my  experience  of  that  period  very  much  as  I  do  those  of  the 
enthusiastic  Spaniard,  I\)nce  de  Leon,  w^ho  ceiituri(»s  ago  crossed 
the  wide  ocean  and  searched  Florida  for  the  fountain  of  perpetual 
youth.  Neither  of  us  found  the  desired  specific;  we  were  both 
disappointed,  and  probably  tor  a  like  reason.  After  wrestling  with 
key  notes,  and  some  dozen  other  varieties  of  attenuated  moonshine, 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  no  specific  for  the 
disease. 

My  experience  with  the  al)Ove  named  remedies  has  lieen  such 
as  to  |)ermit  me  to  commend  them  to  your  thoughtful  (ionsideration. 
We  certainly  do  kill  less  of  ihe  patients  than  the  old  school  do, 
and  they  are  evidently  safest  in  our  hands. 

A    NOKTIIKRN    DISKASK. 

There  still  remain  .some  observations  of  a  general  nature: 
Diphtheria  is  as  distinctly  a  Northern  disease  as  yellow  fever  is  a 
Southern  c)ne. 


7^} 
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I>:^*wirk2  t  ^in**  t hpni gh  ih^-  c*  intrj*  fr«"»ra  t^tst  to  west,  on  the 
H'>rth  rf.-iy  ri*-f...::-i  all    th*-  ^iphthr-riii  ^nd  5*>»Jth  all  the  jellow 

Ir^iaFi'i.  !\ir.s;  ;ii  h  ri.»rib^Tii    latitU'i'-,   it>   eiimate   is  that   of 

fi  j-^in.  iri  tr:»-  -^.v:!!*'  litittifi*.'.  lift-  a  ruort:  >ev»fr^  climate,  and 
b^A  [•[»*!! ry  'ft  •ii{>t:th*;ri:i.  A<^aiii.  chiti^ra  iufaiitum  is  a  disease 
whi'h  i-i  w'rr-'t  ih  !ar<r^*  citi^-s  aii'l  town?.  Diphtheria,  on  the  con- 
trary, i-  ini»--t  fi:tal  in  tlin  rMuiitry.  During  the  years  1S79  and 
1S^»  Chif.aifo  i'>-it  l.o'N*  frhililreii  hy  diphtheria,  or  one  in  ^^er^ 
750  inbaWitant^.  and  thev  havr  Ix'eii  alarmed  about  their  evil  san- 
itar>'  condition,  and  charged  it  all  to  "  sewer  gas/' 

During  the  same  two  years  in  our  country  homes  our  losses 
amounte<l  to  i»ne  in  every  30  of  the  population,  showing  that  a 
change  of  air  from  the  healthy  sand  hills  of  Waupaca  County  to  the 
Chicago  flats  would  l>e  a  prescription  quite  in  order.  The  sewer 
gas  is  evidently  an  antidote  ;  at  any  rate,  the  disease  is  25  times  as 
fatal  out  here  in  the  countrv. 

Sanitary  insfH*ction  among  dairy  cows  near  large  cities  demon- 
strated that  a  change  from  their  natural  food— grass^hay  and  raw  veg- 
etables— to  h(»t  slops,  caused  them  to  have  diseased  mouths  and  de- 
caved  teeth,  it  wiis  thus  that  dentists  were  tiiught  the  undeniable 
truth  that  the  same  causes  are  followed  hy  like  results  in  human 
mouths. 

Our  \N'estern  farmers  have  of  lat(^  years  so  improved  their, 
swine  by  high  feeding  and  warm  sh(»ltor,  that  they  can  make  a 
"pig''  weigh  .'^(H>  imunds.  In  so  doing  they  are  violating  natural 
law  and  ronnut»M  sense,  and  nature,  in  her  disgust,  is  sweeping 
iiWM,V  VN  bolo  her\|s  of  swine  by  a  disease  the  farmers  call  "  quinsy,'' 
but  wliit'li  I  lia\e  no  doubt  is  identical  with,  if  not  the  real  diph- 
theria. Il<».i;'^  caunot  endure  too  much  civilization,  tw)  much 
'*  cult  lire/' 

If  then,  over-feeding  and  too  much  shelter  are  injurious  to  the 
low(ir  animals,  may  we  not,  with  nsison,  conclude  that  the  same 
infliiein-es  will  affect  the  higher  class  in  the  same  way?     Is  it  rea- 
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Bonable  fco  suppose  that  a  hinnaii  being  can  resist  the  evils  of  over- 
eating if  a  hog  cannot? 

There  are  gentlemen  among  yon  who  are  too  wise  to  bet  on  a 
fat  horse.  You  wouM  not. expect  an  epiciirt?  to  win  in  a  prize 
fight,  and  we  are  beginning  to  recognize  the  fact  that  a  iat  baby 
haa  but  little  prospect  of  seeing  its  10th  year. 

Facts  innumerable  all  about  us  show  that  our  civilization  is 
unworthy  the  name  :  a  people  who  lose  four-fifths  of  their  children, 
generally  including  those  of  large  mental  and  moral  endowmenta, 
and  manage  to  save  only  the  vicious  scrubs,  should  not  boast. 

The  greedy  dair3'man,  hy  aid  of  hot  food  and  warm  stables  in- 
creases the  flow  of  milk,  but  ruins  the  cow  and  injures  the  milk. 
The  farmer,  in  his  vain  effort  to  produce  a  yearling  swine  in  six 
months,  runs  counter  to  the  slower  methods  of  the  law  of  evolu- 
tion, and  ignorantly  kills  the  bird  that 'lays  the  golden  e,g^. 

So  we,  in  our  effort  to  save  fuel,  construct  our  habitations  so 
that  in  many  instances  they  are  fatal  to  child  life.  By  too  much 
clothing  and  want  of  exposure  we  render  them  tender.  They  are 
incapable  of  resisting  the  countless  disease-producing  influences  by 
which,  like  evil  genii,  they  are  surrounded,  which  beset  them  at 
every  turn,  are  inhaled  in  every  breath,  lurk  in  the  cooling  drauscht 
which  slakes  the  thirst,  and  infests  all  their  food. 

The  chemical  forces  of  nature  will  destroy  us  unless  we  main- 
tain the  constant  superiority  of  th(»  physiological.  The  forces  of 
death  must  not  be  allowed  to  vanquish  the  forces  of  life  at  so  early 
a  period. 

The  '*  black  death  ''  that  ravaged  Asia  and  Europe  in  the  14th 
century  was  fatal  to  Christians — but  the  Mohammedans,  whose 
creed  inculcates  bodily  cleanliness  and  forbiih?  the  use  of  strong 
drink,  were  spared. 

Two  years  sigo  yellow 'fever  swept  tluj  South  as  with  a  besom 
of  destruction,  but  Catholic  seminarists,  sisters  of  charity,  veg- 
etarians and    tramps,   enjoyed   a   remarkable    immunity  owing  to 

their  habits  of  abstinence. 

Worried  physicians,  spectral  old  spinsters  and  smoke-dried 
presbyters  generally  survived,  while  corpulent  brewers,  lusty  land- 
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lords  and  chiibby  butcher  boys  went  down  like  grdss  before  tht^ 
scythe.  Jews  and  Italians  were  the  only  business  men  that  r«^- 
f used  to  close  their  shops  or  their  earthly  accounts.  Can  we,  a.^ 
physicians,  fail  to  perceive  tlie  logic  of  thi*se  facts?  Do  they  not 
distinctly  point  out  that  while  disease  is  of  double  origin,  external 
and  internal,  it  is  completel}'  in  our  power  to  set  our  house  in  or- 
der, so  that  our  internal  physiological  condition  may  be  able  to  r<^- 
sist  all  outer  destructive  tendencies?  Sanitary  observation  and  ex- 
perience teaches  that  zymotic  diseases  hav(i  subjective  rather  than 
objective  causes  ;  they  are  produced  not  by  the  unhealthy  condi- 
tion of  the  country  but  ot  its  inhabitants. 

Most  Northern  mothers  are  possessed  of  a  monomania  on  \\\f^ 
subject  of  taking  cold.  Children  are  kept  in  a  warm  room,  slei*j> 
in  feather  beds,  in  small  un^entihited  rooms,  and  when  allowed  to 
venture  out  in^/>e  weather  have  a  woolen  comforter  wrappeil  about 
the  neck  (the  neck  being  the  only  part  of  the  body  which  never 
needs  covering);  and  all  this  to  prevent  their  taking  cold,  when,  in 
fact,  their  ingenuity  could  devise  no  surer  way  to  defeat  their  object. 

It  is  a  physiological  fact  that  the  young  are    warmer  blooded 

than  the  old,  and  parents  should  not  forget  it.     A  rh'M  will  play 

out  of  doors  while  its  mother  isits  shivering  by  the  stove.     By  thur* 

restraining  children  in  their  desire   to  play  in  the  open  air,  which 

a  healthy  child  may  do  in  almost   all  weather   with  impunity,  and 

by  over-feeding,  a  condition  of  the  blood  is  produced  which  invite^j^ 
disease  very  much  as  a  barn  full  of  new-mown  hay  in  summer  invites 
the  lightning  s  stroke.  There  is  no  need  of  our  children  l)eing  sim- 
ply peraml>u latin*?  magazines  of  combustible  material.  There  ant 
minor  causes  of  this  disease,  as  1  have  attempted  to  show,  but  they 
are  all  included  in  the  comprehensivestatement — JKui-adaptation  to 
our  surroundings  ;  "environments,*'  as  Herbert  Si)encer  has  it. 

If  the  children  of  the  North  will  dress  lighter  (ver}' small  ones 
wearing  scarcely  any  clothes  in  summer),  abolish  hot  rooms  and 
feather  beds,  bathe  in  cold  water  once  a  day  and  live  out  of  doors, 
diphtheria  will  be  unknowi],  and  croup  will  no  longer  terrify 
anxious  mothers,  hi  three  or  four  geiu^rations  consumption  will 
]>e  banished,  and  we  may  hope  to  e(jual  the  ancient  Peruvians  uf 
South  America,  who  hiwl  no  disease  but  old  aif**,  and  no  phvsieians. 

LITDWIG  UltASMUCK,  M'.  I). 

Mena^ha,  Wisconsin. 
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BERMUDA   AS  A  SANITARIUM. 

BY  TROF.  WILLIAM  WELLS.*^ 

We  have  now  been  in  this  favored  island  longenongh  to  gain 
Home  experience  in  the  matter  of  its  sanitary  advantages,  and  shall 
endeavor  to  do  even-handed  justice  to  a  very  important  question 
whicli  is  now  commanding  increased  attention  among  the  inva- 
h'ds  of  varied  hue  of  our  Northern  States, 

The  climate  of  Bermuda,  taken  throughout  the  year,  is  re- 
markably even  and  certainly  very  line.  It  is,  in  one  sense,  a 
perpetual  summer,  with  slight  variations,  but  its  winter  is  most 
like  our  own  summer,  sucli  a  one  as  we  would  <;all  a  cool  season. 
From  November  to  May  are  the  best  months  for  strangers  to  en- 
joy the  climate.  Since  we  have  been  here  there  have  been  strong 
winds  and  cold  rains,  but  not  more  (>f  these  tlian  we  frequenth 
have  at  h(m)e.  Some  of  the  lime  the  thermometer  has  been  as 
high  as  75  ^  ,  and  other  times  as  low  as  f)S  ^  .  Last  winter  it  did 
not  lall  lower  than  55  ^  ;  frost  and  snow  are  entirelv  unknown. 
But  nothing  except  a  severe  rain  and  wind  storm  need  k^ep  one 
in  the  house,  jis  the  soil  is  so  porous  that  an  hour  after  a  long, 
heavy  rain  one  can  go  out  with  dry  feet. 

Dampness  is  the  greatest  discomfort,  but  this  can  bo  guard- 
ed a<»ainst  by  a  judicious  system  of  building  and  heating  the 
houses,  and  attention  will  be  needed  in  this  matter  in  order  to  at- 
tra(!t  Northern  visitors.  And  on  account  of  this  moistness  of  the 
atmosphere  one  cannot  take  energetic  exercise  with  quite  so  much 
pleasure  and  profit  as  with  us,  because  of  the  slow  evaporation  «»f 
perspiration. 

In  regard  to  clothing,  one  needs  to  come  well  i)rovided  for 
all  changes;  such  garments  as  we  wear  in  earl^^  spring  or  autnnm 
will  generally  be  most  acceptable.  The  change  experienced  on  com- 
ing here  in  n)id-winter  from  our  rude  climate  seems  marvelous.  It 
appears  to  us  as  if  we  were  again  in  midsummer,  as  we  are  now 
enjoying  all  the  vegetables,  at  least,  of  that  season.  Spring  began 
with  such  produce  in  September,  and  now  is  their  harvest.'   B«it 

*Chri8tiaQ  Adyocat«,  New  York. 
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in  some  re^ard^  spring  seems  to  last  all  the  year  round.  Two 
crops  a  year  is  the  rule,  and  even  three  can  be  obtained  in  some 
cases. 

As  to  the  chives  ot  invalids  that  should  eonie  here,  we  may  saj 
that  consumptives  and  rheumatics  would  better  stay  away. 
J^early  all  otliers  may  come  with  profit.  All  the  influences  are 
peculiarly  favorable  to  malarial  and  nervous  diseases.  The  soil  is 
so  porous  in  its  coral  formation  that  natural<]rainage  is  universal, 
and  the  atmosphere  and  all  the  surroundings  induce  to  rest  and 
quiet.  There  are  no  exciting  amusements  to  induce  over-exer- 
tion or  late  hours,  and  the  mails  arrive  once  in  two  weeks.  In- 
deed, the  indifference  to  the  outside  world  is  marvelous;  on  the 
arrival  of  the  semi-monthlv  steamc;r  from  New  York  there  is  a 
flurry  for  a  brief  i)eriod,  and  a  few  hours  of  labor  to  write  for  the 
returning  vessel,  and  then  all  lapses  into  a  satisfaction  with  the 
surroundings,  and  a  calm  resignation  that  no  morning  papers  can 
on  the  morrow  disturb  our  serenity. 

This  fact  makes  the  place  a  veritable  paradise  for  nervous 
and  over-worked  men  and  women.  BeBKiuda  is  a  continual  ob- 
ject-lesson in  the  art  of  being  lazy,  and  therefore  such  a  retreat  as 
the  world  does  not  attbrd,  for  our  over-worked  people  of  whatever 
class  and  occupation.  It  is  a  land  of  rest.  It  is  a  land  for  out- 
door life.  Every  thing  out  of  doors  tempts  one  to  Hve  in  the  open 
air,  and  take  moderate  exercise.  The  roads  are  mainly  as  smooth 
and  beautiful  as  a  floor.  Many  of  them  have  been  cut  at  great 
expense,  through  masses  of  coral  rock,  whose  sides  are  now  cqv- 
ered  with  moss  and  flowers  and  delicate  ferns.  The  views  of  sea 
and  land  that  are  unfolded  at  every  turn  cannot  be  excelled,  and 
one  is  thus  tempted  to  commune  with  nature  at  unwonted. length. 
Carraige-riding  through  this  varied  panorama  is  one  of  the  most 
perfect  pleasures,  while  the  expanse  ot  water  in  bay  and  sound  and 
sea  gives  the  most  ample  opportunities  tor  boating  and  Ashing. 

In  this  way  time  passes  with  remarkable  rapidity,  and  can 
hardly  hang  heavily  on  the  hands  even  of  those  who  have  no  ener- 
gy for  resour(!es  within  themselves.  The  Bermudians  declare 
that  with  their  climate  one  needs  no  doctor,  for  their  atmosphere 
is  meat,  drink,  a^id  fuel  in  one  ;  and  the  bloom  of  ^he  rose,  the 
beauty  of  the  lily,  and  the  varied  nuiss  of  vegetation  speak  elo* 
quently  of  health  and  happiness.  It  is  quite  certain  that  they  are 
a  healthy  and  happy  i)eople,  though  albeit  too  much  given  to  in- 
dulgent ease.     A  Bermudian,  it  is  said,  will  willingly  leave  for  the 
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morrow  what  might  be  done  to-day;  ho  lets  the  future  provide  tor 
itseh.  and  takes  the  sunshine  and  shadow  as  thev  (M)nie. 

It  is  certainly  true  that  they  are  healthy  and  l(>ng-live<l  as  a 
class;  we  hear  of  many  octogenariarjs  and  some  centenarians 
among  them.  If  their  general  public  health  is  disturbed  by  epi- 
demics, these  are  brought  from  abroad  by  the  incoming  vessels. 
But  the  quarantine  regulations  are  now  so  strict  tiuit  ttiis  danger 
is  reduced  to  a  minimum.  Air  and  water  may  be  said  to  be  per- 
fect. The  fornler  comes  from  the  broad  Atlantic,  as  to  a  vessel 
anchoi*ed  out  at  sea,  and  the  former  from  the  reservoirs  of  the 
clouds.  Ay  the  water  is  obtained  from  the  rain  that  falls  on  the 
roofs.  These  are  made  of  slabs  of  coral  stones  j)ut  on  like  shin- 
gles, and  yearly  scraped  and  white- washed  with  the  finest  of  lime. 
There  is  no  smoke  or  dust  to  soil  the  roofs,  which  are  as  clean  as 
a  newly  washed  plate.  The  water  is  caught  in  tanks  built  on 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  thoroughly  cleane<l  and  ventilated. 
That  there  are  many  drawbacks  for  American  visitors  is  true; 
but  the  Bermsdians  will  soon  find  out  the  wav  to  make  us  com- 
fortable,  or  American  hosts  will  come  and  do  it,  as  does  the  pop- 
ular landlord  of  the  Hamilton  Hotel,  where  Americans  most  do 
congregate.  With  creature  c<.)mforts  fairly  provided  for,  we  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  J^ermuda  will  be  an  earthly  paradise  for 
our  over-worked  or  worn-out    people. 

CLIMATE  OF  ITALY. 

One  of  our  patients  wrote  us  from  Men  tone,  Italy,  January  29, 
1884:  "I  wish  it  were  feasible  to  bring  ray  sister  (a  consumptive,  in 
Missouri,)  to  this  place.     It   appears  to  be   a   little  earthly   paradise. 

The  sun  always  shines,  the  sky  is  ever  blue  and  oloudle><s.  It  is 
sheltered  from  all  the  cold  winds  by  the  Alps  j\[aritimes,  which 
encircle  it  like  an  amphitheatre,  and  the  blue  Mediterranean  lies 
spread  out  in  all  its  glory.  Some  of  the  mountains  about  us  are  3,000 
feet  high,  yet  I  have  never  seen  a  cloud  obscure  their  crests." 

MEXICO  FOR  CONSUMPTIVES. 

Our   physicians  have  known  of  the  advantages  of  the  climate  of 

Mexico  for  consumptives  for  a  long  time,  yet  they  could  not  send  them 

there  because  the  journey  was  tedious  and  fatiguing.  The  difficulties 
will  be  soon  reduced  to  a  minimum,  as  Pullman  Palace  Cars  are 
expected  to  run  through  from  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  the  City  of  Mexico, 
by  the  beginning  of  May. 

We  shall  have  more  to  say  of  this  in  subsequent  numbers. 
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!JDid^celfai4^a^. 


THE  DOCI^OR'S  DUTY. 

Dr.  John  lirowii,  in  Lav  Sermons,  Fav&: 

It  18  the  duty  of  the  doctor  in  the  liret  phice  to  cure  us;  in 
the  second,  to  be  hind  to  um;  in  the  third,  to  be  time  to  us;  in  the 
fourth,  to  keep  our  secrets;  in  the  fifth,  to  loam  us^  and  best  of 
all  Xo  forerumni  us;  and,  in  the  last,  to  be  grateful  to  \ig. 

And  first  it  is  the  duty  of  the  doctor  to  cure  you,  if  he  can. 
That  is  what  we  call  him  in  for ;  and  a  doctor,  be  he  never  so 
clever  and  delightful,  who  doesn't  cure,  is  like  a  mole  catcher  who 
never  catches  moles,  or  a  watch  maker  who  can  do  every  thing 
but  make  your  watch  go.  Old  Dr.  Pringle,  of  Perth,  when 
preaching  in  the  country,  found  his  shoes  needed  mending,  and 
he  asked  the  brother  whom  he  was  assisting  to  tell  him  of  a  good 
cobbler,  or,  as  he  called  him,  a  svMh,  His  friend  mentioned  a 
*'Tammas  Rattray,  a  godly  man  and  an  elder."  *'But,"  said  Dr. 
Pringle,  iti  his  snell  way.  "Can  he  mend  my  shoon.  That's 
w^hat  I  want,  1  want  a  shoemaker;  Pm  not  wanting  an  elder.'' 
It  turned  out  that  Tammas  was  a  better  elder  than  a  shoemaker. 
This,  then,  is  tiie  doctor's  first  duty  to  you — to  cure  you — and 
for  this  he  must,  in  the  fi^'st  place,  be  up  to  his  business;  he  must 
know  what  to  do,  and,  secondlv,  he  must  be  able  to  do  it;  he 
must  not  merely  do  as  a  pointer-dog  does,  stand  and  say  *'ihereit 
is,"  and  no  more,  he  must  point  and  shoot  too.  And  let  me  tell 
you,  moreover,  that  unless  a  man  likes  what  he  is  at,  and  id  in 
earnest,  and  sticks  to  it,  he  will  no  more  make  a  good  doctor  tlian 
a  good  anything  else.  Doctoring  is  not  only  a  way  for  a  man  to 
do  good  by  curing  disease,  and  to  get  money  to  himself  for  do- 
ing this,  but  it  is  also  a  study  w^hich  interests  for  itself  alone, 
like  geology  or  and  other  science;  and,  moreover,  it  is  a  way  to 
fame  and  the  glory  of  the  world;  all  these  four  things  act  upon 
the  mind  of  the  doctor,  but  unless  the  first  one  is  uppermost,  his 
patient  will  come  oflf  second  best  with  him;  he  is  not  the  man 
for  your  lives  or  for  your  money. 

They  tell  a  story  which  may  not  be  word  for  word  true,  but 
it  has  truth  and  a  great  principle  in  it,  as  all  good  stories  have. 
It  is  told  of  one  of  our  good  friends,  the   French,  who  are  so 
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knowing  in  everything.  A  great  French  doctor  was  taking  an 
English  one  round  the  wards  of  his  hospital;  all  sorts  of  luiserieB 
going  on  before  them,  some  dying,  others  longing  for  death,  all 
ill;  tKe  Frenchman  was  wonderfully  elo([nent  about  all  their  dis- 
eases, you  would  have  thought  he  saw  through  them,  and  knew 
all  their  secret  wheels,  like  looting  into  a  watch  or  into  a  glass 
beehive.  He  told  his  English  friend  what  would  be  seen  in  such 
a  case  at  the posUirwrtem  examination c,  lie  spent  some  time  in 
this  sort  of  work,  and  was   coming  out    full  of  glee,    when  the 

other  doctor   said:   *'But,  Dr. ,   you    have  not  yrcacribed  for 

these  cases."  *'()  neither  I  have,"  said  he,  with  a  grumph  and  a 
shrug;  ''I  quite  forgot  thaty''  that  being  the  one  thing  why  these 
poor  people  were  there,  and  why  he  was  there  also.  Another 
fetory  of  a  Frenchman,  though  I  dare  say  we  could  tell  it  of  our- 
selves. He  was  a  great  ])rofessor,  and  <;ave  a  ])(jwerful  poison 
iis  a  medicine  for  an  u^rlv  disease  of  the  skin.  He  carried  it  verv 
far,  so  as  to  weaken  the  po(>r  fellow,  who  died,  just  as  the  last 
vestige  c>f  the  skin  disease  died  too.  On  looking  at  the  dead 
body,  quiet  smooth  and  white,  and,  also,  (piite  dead,  he  said, 
**Ah,  never  mind,  he  was  deadcarccV 

St)  let  me  advise  you,  as,  indeed,  your  good  sense  will  advise 
yourselves,  to  test  a  doctor  bv  this:  Is  he  in  earnest?  does  he 
s|)eak  little  and  do  nmch?  does  he  make  yom*  (^ase  his  tirst  care? 
He  may,  after  that,  speak  of  the  weather  or  the  iiKmey-market; 
he  may  gossip,  or  even  haver;  or  he  may  drop  quietly  and  short- 
ly some  ''good  words,"  the  fewer  the  better;  something  that 
causes  vou  to  think  and  feel;  and  mav  teach  v(ju  to  be  more  of 
the  publican  than  of  the  Pharisee,  in  that  story  you  know  of, 
when  they  two  went  up  in  the  temple  to  ])ray;  but,  generally 
speaking,  the  doctor  should,  like  the  rest  of  us  stick  to  his  trade, 
and  mind  his  business. 

2.  It  is  the  doctor's  duty  to  be  kind  to  you.  I  mean  by 
this,  not  only  to  speak  kindly,  i)ut  to  be  kind,  which  includes 
this  and  a  great  deal  more,  though  a  kind  word,  as  well  as  a 
merry  heart,  does  good  like  a  medicine.  Cheerfulness,  or  rather 
cheeriness,  is  a  great  thing  in  a  doctor;  his  very  foot  should  have 
*'music  in't,  when  he  comes  up  the  stair."  The  doctor  should 
never  lose  his  power  of  pitying  pain,  and  letting  his  ])atient  see 
this  and  feel  it.  8ome  men,  and  thev  are  often  the  best  at  their 
proper  work,  can  let  their  hearts  come  out  only  at  their  eyes;  but 
it  is  not  the  less  sincere  and  to  the  point;  you  can  make  your 
mouth  say  what  is  not   true;  you    can't  do  quite    so  much  with 
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vour  eycK.     A  doctor's  eye  should  (joinraand,  Jis    well  as  cjomtbrt 
and  cheer  his  patient;  he   should    never  let  him  think  disobedi- 
ence and  despair  post^ible.     Perhaps  you  think  doctors  fret  hard- 
ened by  seeintj;  so  much  sutfering;  this   is  not   true..    Pity   as  a 
motive,  as  well  as  a   feeliiiii;  ending    in  itself,  is  strong  in  an  old 
octor,  so  he  be  made   of  the  right  stuff.     He  comes    to  know 
imself  what  puin  and   sorrow  mea^i,  what   their  weight  is,  and 
ow  grateful  he  was  or  is  for  relief  and  sympathy. 

:5.  It  is  his  dutv  to  l>e  true  to  you.  True  in  word  and  in 
deed.  He  ought  to  speak  nothing  but  the  truth  as4b  the  nature 
and  extent  and  issues  of  the  disease  h3  is  treating;  but  he  is  not 
bound,  as  I  said  you  were,  to  tell  the  whole  truth;  that  is  for  his  own 
wisdom  and  discretion  to  judge  of;  only,  never  let  him  tell  an 
untruth,  and  let  him  be  honest  enough,  when  he  can't  say  any 
thing  definite,  to  say  nothing.  It  requires  some  courage  to  con- 
fess our  ignorance,  i)ut  it  is  worth  it.  As  to  the  question  often 
spoken  of — telling  a  man  he  is  dying — the  doctor  must  in  the 
first  place  be  sure  the  patient  is  dying;  and  secondly,  that  it  is 
for  his  good,  bodily  and  mentally,  to  tell  him  so;  he  should  al- 
most always  warn  the  friends,  but  even  here  cautiously. 

4.  It  is  his  duty  to  keej)  your  aecrets.  There  "^re  things  a 
doctor  comes  to  know  and  is  told  which  no  one  but  he  and  the 
Judge  of  all  should  know;  and  he  is  a  ba»e  man,  and  unworthv 
to  be  in  such  a  noble  jirofession  as  that  of  healing,  who  can  be- 
rtay  what  he  knows  must  injure,  and  in  some  cases  may  ruin. 

/>.  It  is  his  duty  to  warn  you  against  what  is  injuring  your 
health.  It*  he  tinds  his  patient  has  brought  disease  upon  himself 
by  sin,  by  drink,  by  over-work,  by  over-eating,  by  over  anything, 
it  is  his  dutv  to  sav  so  i)lainlv  and  iirmlv,  and  the  same  with  re- 
gard  to  the  treatment  of  children  by  their  ])Hrents ;  the  family 
doctor  should  forewarn  them;  he  should  explain,  as  far  as  he  is 
able  and  they  can  compreliend  them,  the  laws  ot  health,  and  jsi> 
tell  thern  how  to  ])revent  disease,  as  well  as  do  his  best  to  cureit. 
What  a  great  and  rich  licld  there  is  here  for  our  profession,  if 
they  and  the  public  could  oniy  work  well  together. 

Ijastly.  It  is  his  duty  to  be  grateful  to  you  for  obeying 
him  and  getting  better.  I  am  always  very  nmch  obliged  to 
ray  patients  for  being  so  kind  as  to  be  better,  and  for  saying 
Bo;  for  many  are  ready  enough  to  say  they  are  worse,  not  80 
many  to  say  they  are  better,  even  when  they  are;  and  yon 
know  our  Scotch  way  of  saying,  ^^I'm  no  that  ill," 
when  **I"  is  in  high  healtlu    or,     '4'm    not  any  worse,"  *T'  is 
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mach  better.     Don't  be  niijojards  in  this:   it  crheers  the  doctor's 
heart  and  it  will  liurhteii  vours. 


HINTS  ON  CHRONIC  CONSTIPATION.* 

•  The  prevalence,  as  well  as  evils,  of  chronic  constipation  have 
been  commented  on  from  the  earliest  days  of  medicine,  and  the 
remedies  which  have  been  snggested  for  the  relief  of  this  conditioif 
are  very  numerous.  The  more  thorough  conception  of  the  condi- 
tion which  manifests  itselt  in  this  s}  mptoni,  has  made  the  modern 
treatment  of  it  more  successful  than  that  ot  previous  years;  but 
in  spite  of  this  improved  conception,  the  empiricism  which  charac- 
terizes the  treatment  of  constipation  is  still  of  such  a  nature  as 
to  reflect  but  little  credit  upon  scientific  medicine.  Physicians  are 
all  too  apt  to  defer  in  its  treatment  to  the  popular  belief  in  the  om- 
nipotence of  drugs.  In  the  treatment  of  constipation,  more  em- 
phatically, perhaps,  than  in  the  treatment  of  any  other  condition, 
drugs  are  ni"ire  successful  as  they  are  the  handmaids  of  nature,  aud 
all  attempts  made  to  relieve  this  condition  with  drugs  alone,  and 
regardless  of  the  rules  ot  correct  living,  must  be  doomed  to  disap- 
pointment from  the  beginning. 

In  an  article  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Canadian  Lancet  Dr. 
Hanltain  discusses  some  of  the  non-medical  adjuvants  to  the  rem- 
edies administered  for  the  relief  o»  constipation.  An  attention  to 
the  rules  which  he  formulates  would,  in  our  oiunion,  cause  the  med- 
icines exhibited  to  be  attended  with  much  more  satisfactory  results 
than  is  now  the  cash. 

J  St.  Kegular  attempts  at  defecation  should  be  nuule  daily, 
with  a  view  to  educating  the  bowels  to  the  act.  The  patient  should 
make  the  attempt  not  only  after  breakfast,  as  usual,  but  also  after 
the  mid-day  and  evening  meals. 

2J.  Tne  ingestion  of  a  glass  of  cold  water  l>efore  each  meal, 
and  the  supplementing  of  the  last  meal  of  the  day  with  a  small 
quantity  of  spirits,  diluted  with  hot  water.  This  method  of  taking 
spirits  is  very  common  among  the  lower  and  middle  classes  of  Eng- 
land, and  Dr.  H.  maintains  that  it  has  a  very  decided  influence  on 
the  peristaltic  action  of  the  intestines,  and  is  preferable  to  any 
stomachic. 

3d.  The  abdomen  should  be  kneaded  with  the  fingers,  espec- 
ially along  the  descending  colon,  sigmoid  flexure  and  rectum  while 
at  stool,  and  in  the  expulsion  ot  feculent  matter.  The  theory  upon 
which  the  success  of  this  method  depends  is  that  the  colon,  rectum, 
etc.,  do  not  become  distended  to  the  extent  which  they  otherwise 
would  be,  and  are,  were  there  only  the  usual  evjicuation  in  the 
twenty-tour  hours. 

824 


370  AMERICAN  OBSERVER.  [March 

While  the  alx>ve  instructions  are  invaluable  in  the  main,  we 
can  scarcely  indorse  Dr.  Haultain's  opinion  that  they  are  of  them- 
selves satficient  to  break  up  the  constipated  habit.  This  habit  de- 
pends on  causes  which  the  best  directed  eflForts  at  "education"  of 
the  muscular  structure  of  the  intestines  cannot  overcome.  While 
the  expulsive  eflForts  of  the  voluntary  muscles  of  the  abdomen  are 
very  essential  to  defacation,  the  tonicity  of  the  non-striped  or  in- 
voluntary muscular  fibre  of  the  intestines  must  be  res.tored,  in  or- 
jder  the  physiological  stimulus.  This  tonicity  can  only  be  satisfac- 
torily restored  by  medicine. 

The  last  remarks  we  can  indorse.  Let  properly  indicated  ho- 
moeopathic medicines  be  resorted  to,  and  the  use  of  spirits,  diluted 
or  undiluted,  be  carefully  abstained  from. 


HoMffiOFATHY  IX  RussiA. — {Monthlij  Homoeopathic  Review,) — 
A  brief  announcement  in  the  daily  papers  chronicle  the  latest  de- 
velopment of  homceppailiic   progress.     In   spite  of  flagrant  and 

scandalous  official  perversion  and  slander,  our  distinguished  col- 
league in  St.  Petersburg  has  succeeded  in  triumphing  over  all  ob- 
stacles. We  are  informed  that  *'  by  order  of  the  Emperor  of  Rus- 
sia, a  hospital  for  diphtheria  patients  has  been  opened  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, where  the  homceopathic  treatment  only  will  be  used.  The 
Red  Cross  Society  has  sent  a  matron  and  eight  nurses.*' 

We  hail  this  as  a  great  stride  in  advance.  Statistics,  the  truth 
of  which  can  be  vouclied  for  officiall}',  will  speedily,  we  hope,  be 
available  to  be  used  as  weapons  to  aid  in*  the  overthrow  of  trades* 
unionism  and  official  garotting,  in  lands  which  fondly  boast  of  a 
more  advanced  civilization  than    Russia's. 

Disinfk(;tants. — Dr.  W.  E.  Buck  writes  to  the  British  Med- 
ical Journal:  ''  Most  practitioners  must  have  often  realized  the  in- 
efficiency of  disinfectants  in  allaying  the  foetor  of  cancerous  ulcers, 

an  annoyance  which  sometimes  troubles  the  patient  even  more 
than  the  pain,  or  the  thought  of  death.  After  failure  with  the 
whole  round  of  disinfectants,  I  tried  a  saturated  solution  of  hypo- 
sulphite of  soda  added  to  an  equal  quantity  of  water,  and  found  it 
exceedingly  efficacious.  The  ulcerating  surface  was  well  syringed 
and  washed  with  the  solution,  and  was  then  covered  with  rags 
steeped  in  the  solution.  Most  disinfectants  seem  to  lose  their  vir- 
tue after  a  few  days' application,  but  I  have  used  this  one  for 
months  in  the  same  patient  with  continuous  good  e%cts.  It  is 
cleanly,  has  no  smell,  does  not  stain,  and  is  very  cheap," 
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REN ALOTOMY— SUCCESS  OF  A  DIFFICULT  OPERATION 

AT   HAHNEMANN  COLLEGE. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  January  9,  reports: 

There  was  recently  performed  at  the  Homeopathic  Hospital  at- 
tached to  Hannem*ann  Collegia  rare  and  difficult  operation,  which, 
as  the  physicians  at  that  institution  state,  hatj  never  before  been  at- 
tempted in  the  same  way  in  this  city.  William  Hyers,  aged  thir- 
teen, has  just  left  the  institution  for  his  home,  at  Tom's  river,  N. 
J.,  after  having  been  relieved  of  a  degenerated  kidney,  the  left,  by 
renalotomy,  the  treatment  of  his  case  having  resulted,  it  is  claimed, 
in  a  radical  cure. 

The  operator  was  Professor  J.  E.  James,  M.  D.,  who,  by  this 
brilliant  achievement,  has  not  only  added  materially  to  his  own 
reputation  and  to  that  of  the  institution,  but  also  many  years  to 
the  life  of  the  patient.  The  sufferer  was  under  ether  tor  forty  min- 
\ite8,  and  the  actual  operation  extended   over  twenty  minutes. 

It  was  at  first  supposed  that  there  was  stone  in  the  kidney,  and 
the  operator's  object  was  to  reach  and  remove  it,  but  examination 
showed  that  a  degenerated  condition  of  the  entire  organ  was  such 
that  its  removal  was  absolutely  necessary.  The  etherization  was 
unavoidably  so  protracted  that  the  patient  came  near  losing  his  life 
from  its  effects  during  the  progress  of  the  operation.  Fatal  conse- 
quences, however,  were  happily  averted,  and  the  impaired  organ 
once  removed,  the  lad's  recovery  was  extremely  satisfactory,  both 
from  its  steady  progress  and  its  rapidity. 

There  were  also,  of  course,  apprehensions  that  pyaemia  might 
cause  an  unfavorable  turn,  as  it  did  in  a  recent  case  at  the  Jefferson 
after  the  operation  had  been  performed  with  entire  success;  but  the 
patient,  unlike  poor  Bernstein,  was  endowed  with  a  very  considera- 
ijle  share  of  vitality,  and  only  on  one  day  during  the  subsequent 
treatment  did  his  pulse  rise  above  one  hundred.  During  the  re- 
mainder of  the  time  there  were,  it  is  true,£ome  fluctuations  from  a 
feverish  to  a  normal  condition  of  the  system,  but  the  final  result  is 
highlv  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  Dr.  James  and  of  the  institution, 
and  also,  it  may  be  presumed,  to  the  patient  himself. 


The  Proportiojs^  of  Doctors  to  the  Population — In  dif- 
ferent countries  is  given  as  follows  by  the  Siglo  Medico:  France, 
2.91  per  10.000;  Germany,  3.21  per  10,000;  Austria,  3.41  per  10,- 
000;  England,  6  per  10,000;  Hungary,  6.10  per  10,000;  Italy,  6.10 
per  10,000;  Switzeriand,  7.06  per  10,000;  United  States,  16.21  per 
10,000.  . 

m 

Electric  Lighter. — The  Eastern  Electric  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  Boston,  furnish  an  Electric  Lighter  complete  at  $5. 


372  AMERICAN  OBSRRVBH.  [March 


ii^tofoc^tj  aub  ^phthaU^Aotoi^u. 


H.  C.  B()rC4HT(iX,  M.  I).,  AND  GEO.  S.  XORTON,  M.  I).,  NEW  YORK,  KDlTORii. 

DISEASES  OF  THE   INTBKNAL  EAR. 

The  consideration  of  this  subject  will  serve  to  illustrate  what  I 
said  at  the  outset,  of  the  two  ways  in  which  knowle<lge  ot*  the  dis- 
eases of  the  ear  is  obtained. 

The  literature  upon  Otitis  Interna  is  made  up,  on  the  one  hand, 
of  clinical  cases  in  which  the  history  of  the  patient  shows  more  or 
less  evidence  of  disease,  which  can  be  referred  to  the  tissues  of  the 
labyrinthine  acoustic  nerve  in  its  branches  or  origin,  or  both. 
Again,  a  second  class  of  cases  are  those  in  which  post  mortem  ex- 
aminations have  revealed  lesions  ot  the  sounl-perceptive  apparatus, 
independent  of  or  secondary  to  disease  of  the  tympanum.  Un- 
fortunately, however,  these  cases  have  not  l^een  identical,  with  a 
very  few  exceptions  :  hence  the  pathological  results  cannot  be  ex- 
plained by  the  clinical  history  ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  has  history 
of  the  life  experience  l)een  explained  b}'  the  post-mortem  examina- 
tion. Enough,  however,  is  understood  to  warrant  our  assertion 
that  there  is  a  very  close  parallelism  betwee.n  diseases  of  the  eye 
and  the  ear,  both  as  regards  the  conducting  and  the  perceiving  por- 
tions of  the  apparatus.  Formerly  diseases  of  the  nervous  portion 
of  the  auditory  mechanism  were  as  obscure  as  were  the  diseases  of 
the  fundus  of  the  eye  previous  to  the  invention  of  the  opthalma- 
8C0{>e,  and  the  term  **  nervous  deafness  ''  hjid  as  wide  and  as  vague 
St  meaning  as  the  term  *•  amaurosis  "  formerly  had.  Careful  clini- 
cal observation  and  pathological  research  have  cleared  this  field  of' 
study  of  its  uncertainties,  and  while  there  is  much  to  be  done,  time 
will  give  us  as  clear  and  satisfactory  a  classification  of  diseases  of 
the  internal  ear  as  we  now  have  of  the  middle  ear.  There  is  no 
reason  in  the  nature  of  things  why  we  should  not  have  hypersemia, 
inflammatory  action  of  the  higher  grades,  serous  exudations  over 
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more  or  leas  of  the  auditory  tract,  haeraorrhagic  exudations,  or  even 
suppurative  processes.  These  may  be  primary,  arising  from  no 
traceable  causes,  hence  as  truly  idopathic  as  similar  diseases  in  other 
portions  of  the  body.  That  they  are  also  secondary  to  inflamma- 
tions of  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum,  or  to  the  cranial  cavity,  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  from  evidences  afforded  by  post  mor- 
tem examinations.  Indeed,  inflammation  may  result  in  exudation, 
which  may  be  quite  local,  and  involve  only  a  portion  ot  the  term- 
inal mechanism  of  the  auditory  nerve  in  the  labyrinth,  and  the 
results  of  this  exudative  disease  may  be  permanent,  or  may  entirely 
disappear.  The  earliest  observations  on  this  subject  tending  to  the 
recognition  and  classification  of  the  diseases  of  the  lal)vrinthine  ear 
were  made  by  Meniere,  in  1860^  This  gentleman  called  attention 
to  certain  cases,  characterized  by  symptoms  which  had  been  con- 
sidered cerebral  in  their  origin,  such  as  sudden  deafness,  dizziness, 
nausea  and  vomiting,  and  loss  of  equilibrium.  These  cases  led  to 
his  endeavor  to  confirm  the  following  propositions  : 

1.  "  An  auditory  apparatus,  hitherto  perfectly  normal,  may 
become  suddenly  the  seat  of  functional  disturbances,  consisting  in 
noises  of  a  variable  nature,  continuous  or  intermittejit,  and  which 
may  be  accompanied,  sooner  or  later,   by  a  diminution  in  hearing. 

2.  "  These  functional  troubles,  having  their  seat  in  the 
internal  auditory  apparatus,  may  give  rise  to  symptoms  which  have 
been  considered  cerebral,  such  as  intense  vertigo,  uncertainty  of 
gait,  turnings  to  the  right  or  left,  and  falling,  and  they  may  be 
attended  with  nausea,  vomiting  and  syncope. 

3.  '^  These  accidents,  which  are  of  intermittent  type,  are  at 
last  followed  by  deafness,  gradually  growing  worse,  and  often  the 
hearing  is  at  last  suddenly  and  totally  lost. 

4.  *'  All  this  tends  to  confirm  the  belief  that  the  lesion  which 
is  the  cause  of  these  functional  troubles  is  in  the  semicircular 
canals.'^ 

Burnett,*  in  commenting  on  these  propositions,  calls  attention 
to  the  fact  that  some  of  the  symptoms  on  which  Meniere  laid  stress 
are  not  always  present  in  disease  of  the  internal  ear  ;  also,  that 
some  of  these  symptoms  may  be  causeil  by  irritation  of  the  exter- 
nal ear,  as  well  as  lesion  of  the  tympanum  ;    still   to   the  French 

*  Treatise  on  the  Vat.    Charles  U.  Burnett,  M.  D..  rhUadelphia,  Pa.,  1877. 
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author  belongs  the  honor  of  initiating  a  closer  analysis  of  these 
conditions,  although  exceptions  have  been  taken  to  some  of  his 
conclusions. 

Subsequent  stiul}-  by  other  observers  has  led  to  a  still  closer 
differential  diagnosis  between  diseases  affecting  the  labyrinth,  and 
those  affecting  the  labyrinth,  brain  and  spinal  cord,  or  both  ;  and 
it  is  now  well  established  that  diseases  involving  the  labyrinth 
alone  were  mistaken  for  diseases  of  the  brain.  Before  speaking  of 
actual  inflammation,  I  wish  to  state  as  summarily  as  possible  the 
points  of  the  condition  now  recognized  as  auditory  vertigo,  or 
labyrinthine  vertigo  independent  of  organic  disease.  The  mention 
of  a  case  which  I  saw  in  consultation  with  a  medical  gentleman  of 
this  city  will  illustrate  this  matter.  A  gentleman  who  had  usually 
enjoyed  good  health  had  overtaxed  himself  in  his  daily  occupation — 
that  of  a  court  stenographer — and  hence  he  was  Ijelow  standard  as 
regards  his  general  health.  He  was  suddenly  alarmed  by  an  attack 
while  in  the  court-room,  having  many  symptoms  suggesting  some 
lesion  of  the  brain.  He  l^ecame  dizzy,  nauseated,  unable  to  sustain 
the  center  of  gravity,  and  would  have  fallen  save  for  assistance. 
He  became  partially  deaf,  and,  withal,  very  confused  mentally.  At 
no  time  was  the  pulse  above  the  normal,  nor  was  there  any  evi- 
dence of  constitutional  disturbance,  such  as  a  rise  in  temperature, 
etc.  On  being  conveyed  to  his  home  this  attack  passed  without 
paralysis  of  any  function,  and  the  hearing. came  slowly  back  to  its 
usual  standard.  He  was  obliged  to  keep  a  recumbent  position,  as 
any  effort  to  sit  or  stand  erect  would  cause  a  recurrence  of  the 
vertigo,  confusion  of  the  head,  and  a  sensation   which  he  described 

as  if  the  sound  were  far  away,  gradually  receding  as  the  vertigo 
became  erreater.  Being  a  very  intelligent  observer  he  was  able  to 
describe  exactly  the  plane  ol  gyration,  which,  if  ray  recollection  is 
correct,  was  in  the  direction  of  the  posterior  rather  than  of  the 
perpendiclar  or  horizontal  semicircular  canal. 

The  treatment  consisted  of  rest,  the  administration  of  Kali 
brom,^  and,  after  an  absence  from  business  more  or  less  prolonged, 
all  these  symptoms  disappeared  without  ioi»s  of  hearing.  '\  his  is  a 
typical  case  of  auditory  or  labyrinthine  vertigo,  and  is  undoubteilly 
functional  in  character. 

(To  be  conelvded  in  next  tsme.)  '  • 
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ALBERT    LODGE,  M.  I)  ,  DETROIT,  MICH.,  EDITOR. 


NEW  YORK  STATE  HOMCEOPATHIC  SO(J[ETY. 

THIRTY-THIRD    ANXL'AL    MEETING. 

The  thirty-third  annual  session  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  commenced  in  the  Common 
Conncil  chamber,  Albany,  New  York,  on  February  12,  at  half  past 
ten  o'clock.  The  attendance  was  larger  than  in  former  years,  and 
among  the  delegates  were  five  lady  physicians,  one  of  whom  wa» 
colored.  # 

The  society  was  called  to  order  by  the  president.  Dr.  Everett 
Hasbrouck,  of  Brooklyn,  and  the  proceedings  were  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Leech,  Chaplain  of  the  State  Senate. 

President  Hasbrouck  then  proceeded  to  deliver  his  annual 
address.  Another  year  of  the  Society's  existence  had  passed  into 
the  endless  eternity.  During  that  year  the  Society  had  taken  no 
backward  step,  and  its  march  had  been  onward  and  upward.  The 
membership  had  been  increased  by  worthy  physicians  of  both 
Hexes.  The  principles  of  our  common  cause  had  been  upheld  by 
an  earnest  and  candid  support.  No  semblance  of  dissension  or 
discord  had  been  observed  in  any  quarter.  While  all  this  was  true, 
the  Societ}'  was  not  to-day  upon  as  high  a  plane  of  merit  and 
usefulness  as  a  society  of  such  age,  size  and  talent  should  have 
reached.  The  reason  was  a  want  of  zeal  and  interest  on  the  part 
of  a  large  proportion  of  those  who  make  up  this  body.  The  Society 
had  convened  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  that  knowledge  ot 
di<«ease  and  its  treatment  to  meet  the  demands  of  physical  distress. 
He  thousfht  it  had  been  demonstrated  that  the  Executive  (yommit- 
tee  of  the  Society  was  large  and  unwieldy,  and  suggested  it  be 
limited  to  the  officers  ol  the  Society.  In  regard  to  fees  of  members, 
it  was  suggested  that  all  delegates  should  be  obliged  to  pay,  and 
that  a  by-law  be  made  deba4Ting  froni  the  privileges  ot  membership 
those  whose  fees  remain  unpaid  at  any  annual  meeting.  He  sug- 
gested that  the  transactions  te  issued  within  three  months  after  an 
annual  meeting.  The  Society  sIkmj Id  -furnish  its  members  with  a 
certiHcate  of  membership,  and  section  10  of  the  by-laws  should  b« 
lo  amended  as  to  make  the  fees  of  the  Society  to  be  $5  for  the  first 
year  and  $H  for  ea^^h  subsequent  year.  It  was  also  suggested  that 
the  by-laws  be  so  changed  as  to  require  the  President  to  present  a 
report-of  the  general   condition  of  the  Society   for  the  year,  with 
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such  recoil! nieiidntions  as  may  be  deerned  iiecessarv,  and  that  the 
annual  address  should  be  delivered  at  the  semi-annual  meeting. 
Some  progress  had  been  made  by  the  American  Institute  of 
Homiieopathy  through  its  committee  to  secure  legislation  at  the 
National  Capital,  which  would  place  all  practitioners  and  students 
of  medicine  upon  an  equality  ot  opportunity  for  examination  for 
positions  in  the  army  and  navy;  but  the  full  object  was  far  from 
l^eing  attained.  The  Society  should  render  all  possible  aid  to  the 
Institute  to  secure  a  result  which  could  only  be  the  embodiment  of 
justice  to  us  as  physicians  and  as  citizens  of  a  free  and  enlightened 
country.     President  Hasbrouck  concluded  as  follows: 

^'  Four  years  ago  the  Society  adopted  a  resolution  directing  the 
(Committee  on  Legislation  to  make  efforts  to  secure  the  passage  of 
a  law  which  would  take  from  all  colleges  in  the  State  the  power 
to  license  its  graduates  to  practice  medicine.  While  this  subject 
since  that  time  has  been  under  constant  discussion  by  the  profession, 
no  perceptible  result  has  been  reached  until  now,  when  there  are 
several  bills  relating  t#  the  subject  before  the  Legislature  for  ita 
consideration.  The  time  for  action  on  our  part,  as  a  society  and  ae 
individuals,  seems  to  have  arrived.  Let  me  urge  upon  you  to  use 
all  endeavor  to  secure  the  passage  of  a  law  which  shall  at  once  be 
just  to  the  principle  in  medicine  which  we  uphold,  and  to  the  whole 
profession.  My  ideal  of  such  a  law  is,  that  all  students  shall  be 
subjected  to  examinations  which  shall  comprise  the  whole  subject 
of  medical  practice,  independent  of  the  college  from  which  tneir 
instruction  has  been  received,  or  the  system  to  which  each  individual 
predeliction  may  revert.  The  Legislature  will,  in  all  probability, 
enact  some  one  of  the  many  bills  placed  before  it.  It  will  be  our 
privilege  and  duty  to  bring  to  bear  such  influence  as  we  may  upon 
the  appointing  power,  as  will  secure  to  the  State  an  Examining 
Board  which  shall  stand  aloof  from  all  professional  bias,  and  known 
only  as  men  of  the  highest  integrity. 

"To  all  who  may  be  gathered  here  during  the  session  of  the 
Society,  I  extend  on  its  behalf  a  cordial  welcome,  and  an  assurance 
that  no  bar  or  hindrance  will  be  oflered  to  any  attempt  at  discussion 
which  shall  come  in  the  interest  of  helpfulness  in  our  profession." 

The  address  was  received  with  applause. 

The  following  committees  were  announced;   • 

President's  Address — Drs.  H.  C.  Houghton,  E.  S.  Coburn  and 
F.  Park  Lewis. 

Oedentials— Drs.  H.  L.  Waldo  and  R.  C.  Moffat. 

Auditing — Drs.  Osborn,  Mull  and  H.  M.  Dayfoot. 

Invitations — Drs.  H.  M.  Paine,  J.  J.  Mitchell  and  W.  H. 
Barnes. 

Communications  were  received  from  Dr.  Alice  B.  Campbell,  of 
Brooklyn,  giving  an  outline  of  the  business  transacted  by  the  New 


1884J  HOMCEOPAxnic  socifjTT.  377 

Jersey   State   Medical  Society,  and  from  Dr.  Anna  C.  Howland,  of 
Poughkeepsie,  giving  the  results  of  her  visit  to  the  annual  session 
of  tne   Vermont  State  Medical   Society,     i^oth   communications    * 
were  received. 

A  communication  was  also  received  from  the  New  York  County 
Societ}',  transmitting  resolutions  reque.-^ting  the  State  Society  to 
lake  action  against  the  passage  of  the  act  now  l)efore  the  Legisla- 
ture creating  the  medical  facult}'^  of  the  University  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  A  motion  to  table  the  communication  was  defeated, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Legislation  to  repprt  such 
resolutions  as  may  be  necessary  to  express  the  sense  of  the  Society 
on  the  bill  in  question. 

Treasurer  Edward  S.  Coburn  re[)orted  that  the  receipts  for  the 
year  were  Sl,083,  and  that  thf»  disbursements  were  $*J28  ()6,  leaving 
a  balance  on  hand  of  $159  94.  The  Treasurer  also  reported  that 
there  was  due  the  Society  from  members  the  sum  of  $2,268. 
Albany  County  shows  five  membei-s  who  are  in  arrears  SMrS.  The 
report  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Terr}', 
Burdick  and  Mitchell. 

Nominations  for  officers  being  next  in  order,  candidates  were 
named  for  the  various  positions.  'J^hose  nominated  for  President 
were  Drs.  E.  S.  (Joburii,  of  Troy,  M.  0.  Terry,  of  Utica,  and  J.  W. 
Dowliug,  of  New  York.  The  election  of  officers  will  be  held  at  II 
A.  M.  to-morrow. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Holden,  Necrologist  of  the  Society,  reported 
memoirs  of  the  members  who  had  died  during  the  year. 

The  following  were  then  elected  permanent  members,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Censors:  Drs.  G'eorge  S.  Norton, 
W.  H.  Proctor,  0.  W.  Peterson,  Thomas  1).  Spencer,  George  W. 
VVinterburn,  Oran  W.  Smith,  Daniel  Simmons,.  Jr.,  George  F. 
Hand,  R.  B.  Sullivan,  Merritt  T.  Dutcher,  William  C.  Latimer, 
Moses  M.  Frye,  J.  Mallory  Lee,  Samh  Eddy  Throu,  C.  W.  Cornell, 
J.  T.  Greenleaf,  Irving  P.  Truman. 

Dr.  Delavan  paid  a  brief  but  eloquent  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  the  late  Dr.  Elisha  Harris,  and  offered  appropriate  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted. 

Dr.  C.  P.  Williamson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Medical 
Societies  and  Institutions,  reported  statistics  of  the  thirty  medical 
societies,  eight  hospitals,  asylums  and  infirmaries,  the  State  Uni- 
versity, three  colleges  and  five  ((ispensaries.  The  societies  have  a 
membership  of  1,457,  and  111  new  members  had  been  admitted 
during  the  year.  In  the  hospitals  and  asylums,  etc.,  17,636  patients 
received  treatment.  There  were  202  matriculants  at  the  colleges. 
At  the  dispensaries  53,2*26  prescriptions  were  made  and  20,404 
patients  visited,  of  which  1,402  prescriptions  and  123  out-door 
patients  were  credited  to  the  Albany  Homoeopathic  dispensary. 
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Dr.  Tiilcott,  from  the  Committee  on  Legislation,  reported  a 
preamble  and  resolutions  favoring  the  creation  of  a  medical  faculty 
for  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  provided  that  each 
system  of  medicine  recognized  by  law  have  equal  representation 
thereon,  and  that  candidates  be  examined  in  the  three  branches  of 
medicine.  The  report  was  accepted  and  the  resolutions  tabled  for 
action  this  afternoon. 

The  President  will  delivtrr  his  annual  address  on  *' The  Position 
we  Maintain,"  in  the  (Common  Council  Chamber  this  evening  at 
8:30  o'clock. 

sf:coni)  day. 

The  State  Homceopathic  Medical  So(aety  continued  its  session* 
yesterday  afternoon  and  last  evening.  At  the  afternoon  session 
Dr.  Winter  burn,  of  the  bureau  ot  Materia  Medica,  presented  his 
report,  including  papers  on  **  Hypericum  in  Traumatism/'  and 
examples  of  Piscidia  Erythriua,  and  Berberio  Aquifolium.  Dr.  H. 
M.  Paine  of  this  city  also  read  an  able  paper  on  '*  The  Provings  of 
Boletus  Laricis/^  Papers  were  also  read  on  '*  Erysipelas  and  Car- 
buncle ;"  *'  The  Differeutiatirtn  of  Membranous  Croup  from  Diph- 
theria ;'  '*  Lime  .luice  and  Pepsin  in  Infantile  Diarrhoea  f 
**  Materia  Medica  Provings,  '^  and  "  Simulated  Diseases  in  Spinal 
Irritation." 

At  the  evening  session  a  paper  on  **  Evolution  of  True  Medi- 
cine," by  Dr.  Decker  of  Kingston,  and  the  F'resident  delivered  a 
very  elaborate  address  on  '*  The  Position  we  Maintain."  It  gave 
an  outline  of  the  progress  made  bv  the  profession.  Papers  on 
*^  Teeth  as  Ears  "  and  '*  Mtistoid  Diseases  "  were  read  and  discussed. 

This  morning  the  Society  met  shortly  after  nine  o'clock  and 
proceeded  at  once  to  business. 

The  following  memorial  reported  by  Dr.  Seldeu  H.  Talcott  of 
the  Committee  on  Legislation>,  was  adopted: 

To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

We,  the  members  of  the  Hom(iM)pathic  Medical  Society  for  the 
State  of  New  York,  represent  that, 

Whereas,  Medical  bills  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  medical 
practice*  in  the  State  have  been  introduced  before  your  houorable 
body,  the  tenor  ot  such  bills  being  the  removal  of  the  licensing 
power. from  the  legally  chartered  colleges  in  the  State,  and  the 
vesting  of  such  powers  in  a  Boa'rd  of  Examiners  appointed  to  act 
under  the  direction  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  ;  and 

Whereas,  These  bills  will  tend  to  aftVct  legally  the  interest  of 
all  fchostj  systems  of  medicine  now  recognized  by  laiw  ;  thenifore. 

Resolved,  That  we  favor,  as  a  Society,  the  appointment  of  a 
proper  Board  of  Examiners,  providing  that  each  system  of  medi- 
cine now  reco^niited  by  law,  shall  have  equal  representation  on 
said  Board.     The  colleges  represent  the  Congress  and  the  Board  of 


.J 
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Examiners  the  Medical  Senate  of  the  State.  Therefore,  this  Board 
ihould  be  composed  of  an  equal  number  of  members  from  each 
system  of  practice,  viz.:  three  from  the  allopathic,  three  from  the 
homoeopathic,  and  three  from  the  eclectic  schools  of  medicine. 

Resolved,  That  each  candidate  for  a  medical  degree  from  the 
State  University  shall  be  required  to  pass  in  materia  mediea,  and 
therapeutics  in  accordance  with  each  of  the  theories  of  practice 
now  recognized  by  law. 

Resolved,  That  without  these  catholic  and  cosmopolitan  pro- 
visions, we  are  opposed  to  all  the  bills  regulating  medical  practice 
now  before  the  Legislature  on  the  ground  that  they  are  imperfect, 
one-sided,  and  tending  to  injustice,  and  that  uothing  short  of  the 
broad  and  equitable  provisions  we  have  enumerated  will  satisfy  the 
demands  of  those  who  seek  the  interest  of  a  higher  medical  educa- 
tion and  the  general  welfare  of  the  people  of  the  State. 

The  presentation  of  pa[>ers  being  next  in  order,  the  following 
were  read:  '* Marked  Epilepsy,''  by  Dr.  W.  M.  Butler  of  Brooklyn; 
**  The  Prevention  of  Nervous  Diseases/'  by  Dr.  T.  L.  Brown  of 
Binghamton  ;  "  The  Essentials  of  the  Treatment  of  Wounds,''  by 
Dr.  H.  I.  Ostrom  of  New  York.  Several  members  related  cases  of 
office  practice. 

Dr.  Burdick,  from  the  Special  Comaiittee  on  the  Treasurer's 
Report,  reported  recoramendiiig  (1)  that  all  dues  in  arrears  from 
county  societies  be  remitted  ;  (2)  that  hereafter  dues  be  charged 
only  to  permanent  members  and  delegates,  and  (3)  that  all  dele- 
gates be  required  to  report  on  appearing  at  the  annual  meeting  and 
present  their  credentials. 

The  report  caused  considerable  discussion,  and,  after  being 
amended  so  as  to  remit  all  arrears  of  dues  of  delegates  to  date,  vniA 
adopted. 

The  society  then  went  into  an  election  for  officers,  and  the 
following  were  chosen  : 

President — Dr.  E.  S.  Coburn  of  Troy. 

Vice  Presidents  — Drs.  H.  C.  Houghton  of  New  York  ;  H.  M. 
Dayfoot  of  Rochester  and  Arthur  P.  HoUet  of  Havana. 

Secretary — Dr.  J.  0.  Moffatt,  of  Brooklyn. 

Treasurer— Dr.  H.  N.  Waldo,  of  West  Troy. 

Oensors^N.  D.,  Drs.  W.  C.  Laird,  of  Watertown  ;  D.  E.  South- 
wick,  A.  W,  Holden,  S.  D.,  Drs.  S.  P.  Burdick,  Henry  Swinton,  F. 
E.  Doughty.  M.  D., .  Drs.  N.  B.  Covert,  M.  0.  Terry,  W.  E.  Mill- 
bank.    vV.  D.,   Drar'T.  D.  Spencer,   F.  Parke  Lewis,  Asa  S.  Couch. 

The  following  Vefg^nominated  for  the  Regents  Degree  :  Drs. 
S.  P.  Burdick  and  Timothy  S.  Allen,  both  of  New  York,  and  a 
committee  to  whom  the  nominations  were  referred  reported  in  fav- 
or of  the  {Society  recommending  them  for  the  degree. 

The  special  committee  to  select  chairmen  of  the  various  bu- 
reaux reported  as  "follows  :    Surgery,    Dr.    W.   E.   Milbanks  of 
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Albany  ;  Obstetrics,  Dr.^H.  M.  Dayfoot  of  Rochester  ;  Clinical 
Medicine,  Dr.  Wnj.  Decker  of  Kingston  ;  Materia  Medica,  Dr.  F. 
F.  Laird  of  Utica  ;  Mental  and  Nervous  Diseases,  Dr.  S.  T.  Arm- 
strong of  Binsrhaniton  ;  Gynaecology,  Dr.  H.  M.  Paine,  Albany  ; 
Laryngology,  Dr.  (leorge  M.  Dillow  New  York  ;  Ophthalmology, 
Dr.  George  S.  Norton,  New  York  ;  Otology,  Dr.  B.  F.  Sterling, 
New  York  ;  Paedology,  Dr.  Catharine  E.  Goewey,  Albany  ;  Clima- 
tology, Dr.  ().  Groom,  Horseheads  ;  Histology,  Dr.  J.  L.  Moffatt, 
Brooklyn  :  Vital  Statistics,  Dr.  J.  Savage  Delavan,  Albany  ;  Ne- 
crologist, Dr.  A.  W.  Holden,   Glen  Falls. 

When  the  question  was  taken  oji  the  adoption  of  the  report 
Dr.  H.  M.  Paine  of  Albany  declined  to  serve  as  chairman  of  the 
Bureau  for  which  he  had  been  named,  saying  he  could  not  conscien- 
tiously do  so  as  long  as  the  Society  refused  to  recognize  one  of  the 
cardinal  principles  of  Homceopathy,  a  refusal  which  had  already 
driven  away  frf)m  it  several  of  its  most  prominent  members.  So 
long  as  the  Society  ignored  the  use  of  hypotheses  in  Homoeopathy 
he  did  not  desire  to  serve  in  any  position  in  its  gift. 

After  some  discussion,  Dr.  T.  L.  Brown,  of  Binghamton,  waa 
substituted  in  place  ot  Dr.  Paine. 

Dr.  Seldon  H.  Talcott,  of  Middletown,  was  unanimously  se* 
lected  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Legislation. 

Binghamton  was  selected  as  the  place  for  holding  the  semi- 
annual meeting  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September,  over  Syracuse 
and  Richfield  Springs. 

After  some   further   routine  -business,  the  Society  adjourned. 


Si'DDKx  Dkatii  Following  an  Injection  of  Morphine  in 
Angina  Pectoris. — {Medical  Becord.) — Dr.  Runeberg  relates,  the 
case  of  a  man  who  suffered  from  frequent  attacks  of  angina  pectoris, 
but  who  appeared  to  be  perfectly  healthy  in  the  intervals,  and  in 
w^hom  nothing  abnormal  could  be  discovered  concerning  the  heart. 
Dr.  liuneberg  saw  him  in  one' very  severe  attack  which  had  lasted 
then  twenty-four  hours.  He  was  very  restless  and  complained  of 
severe  pain  in  the  precordial  region,  fn  order  to  lessen  the  pain  and 
to  make  an  examination  of  the  heart  more  easy,  th(}  author  gave  him 
a  subcutaneous  injection  of  one-fourth  grain  of  morphine.  A  few 
minutes  later  the  ])atient  gave  a  shudder,  opened  his  eyes  (the  pupila 
were  widely  dilated),  and,  after  two  or  three  sighing  respirations,  died. 
The  autopsy  showed  a  dilated  heart,  in  the  walls  of  which  were  numer- 
ous points,  some  hard  and  cartilaginous;  others  soft  .and  of  a  reddish- 
yellow  color.  The  aorta  and  coronary  arteries  were  atheromatous.-^ 
Finska  Lakaresallskapets  Handlingar,  vol.  xxiv..  No  4. 

DocTRESSES.— There  are  2,432  doctresses  in  the  United  States, 
jwid  room  for  10,000. 
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l^ooli  S'^olicc.>,  etc: 


t 

THE  MAID  OF  A  VON;  or.  The  Mirth  of  the  Moon,  and  Facts  and 
Fancies,    By  Fabricius,  Auckland,  N.  Z.     John  Henry  Field, 

We  became  acquainted  with  the  Jiuthoi:  of  this  book  of  poems 
in  Canada  i6  years  ago.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  in  Mississippi, 
Africa^  Australia,  and  in  old  age  he  settles  down  in  New  Zealand, 
doubtless  preferring  an  equable  climate.  The  difference  in  tempe- 
rature here  (Michigan)  between  yesterday  and  to-day  (February  19) 
is  50^.  At  Auckland,  New  Z -"aland,  the  range  of  the  thermom- 
eter is  less  than  lialf  that  for  the  whole  year. 

Several  of  these  poems  we  read  in  MSS.  years  ago,  and  are 
glad  to  find  them  at  last  in  print.  Man}'  of  them  are  worthy  of 
preservation.  They  will  well  repay  the  reader.  There  is  a  vein  of 
melancholy  pervading  a  number  of  the  pie(;es,  which  shows  that 
the  author,  like  many  other  poets,  is  too  much  inclined  to  sadness. 
**  We  are  saved  I)y  hope/'  and  hope,  inspired  by  a  true  faith,  will 
banish  all  grief. 

A  TREATISE  ON  UTERINE  DISPLACEMENTS,  By  S  J, 
Donaldson,  M,  D.  Second  edttioii,  revised.  Boston :  Otis  (Happ 
A  Son,  1883. 

The  author  discusses  the  hindrances  in  the  ])ath  ot  advance  to 
the  gj^naecologist,  the  origin  of  the  displacements  of  the  uterine 
organs,  and  the  rational  treatment  of  these  affections.  All  of  this 
is  done  in  a  well-written  work  of  88  pp.,  suitably  illustrated,,  and 
which  we  cheerfully  commend  to  the  favor  of  our  readers. 

THE   NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF    THE    CON- 
SUMPTIVES HOME,   and  otiier  UiStitutions  connected  with  a 
Work  of  Faith,  to  September  80,  1888.     By  Charles  Cullis,  M,  D. 
Price  25  cents.     For  sale  at  Willard  Tnict  Repository,  Boston. 

Dr.  Cullis'  work  has  extended  so  much  that  it  now  embraces 
the  Consumptive's  Home,  Spinal  Home,  two  Orphan  Homes,  Dea- 
coness'Home,  Faith  Cure  Home,   (yancer  Home,  two  churches   at 
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Boston,  two  missions  in  India,  a  mission  in  Virginia  and  otfein 
North  Carolina,  a  mission  to  the  Jews  in  Boston,  and  one  to  tBe 
Chinese  in  California.  Gross  receipts  in  19  years,  J589,770  86 ; 
for  the  19th  year,  ^7,353  91. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  reports  in  the  book  is  that  which 
commences  on  page  173,  "-4  New  and  Important  Step  in  Our  Work 
of  Faithy  This  relates  to  a  mission  among  the  Jewish  people  in 
Boston. 

When  attending  a  missionary  meeting  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  sev- 
eral years^ago,  we  were  introduced  to  a  preacher  of  the  name  of 
Dennis.  We  were  soon  after  this  informed  by  one  of  the  ministers 
in  attendance  at  this  gathering,  that  this  Mr.  Dennis  was  the  only 
convert  which  Dr.  Barclay  had  made  at  Jerusalem  during  the  many 
years  he  was  laboring  there  as  a  missionary.  This  mission  waa 
very  expensive,  but  our  narrator  remarked  it  paid  well  in  convert- 
ing Bro.  Dennis  from  Judaism.  We  do  not  suppose  that  this 
preacher's  estimate  was  too  high.  He  is  evidently  infused  with 
true  missionary  zeal,  and  is  making  great  sacrifices  for  the  work. 
With  special  qualifications  for  its  successful  prosecution,  we  shall 
hope  for  a  favorable  issue  to  his  noble  undertaking. 

A  TBE  A  TISE  ON  INTRA  CRANIAL  DISEASES.  By  Ohm-lei 
Porter  Hart,  M,  D.  Philadelphia:  F,  E.  Boerifike,  Hahnemann 
Publishing  House,  1884. 

Onr  worthy  colleague  furnishes  in  this  work  a  valuable  sup-- 

plement  to  his  treatise  upon  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System.     It  is 

written  iu  Dr.Hart's  elaborate  manner,  clear  and  unambiguous,  and 

will  prove  a  valuable  guide  to  the  proper  understanding  and  treat- 
ment of  inflammatory,  organic  and  symptomatic  affections  of  the 
brain  and  its  membranes. 


A  Toothache  Remedy. — [Medical  Age.) — Dr.  Millican  com- 
municates to  the  British  Medical  Journal  the  following,  for  the 
value  of  which  in  toothache  he  vouches  :  "  Melt  white  wax  or  sperm- 
aceti, two  parts,  and  when  melted  add  carbolic  acid  crystals,  two 
parts  ;  stir  well  till  dissolved.  While  still  liquid,  immerse  thin  lay- 
ers of  carbolized  absorbent  cotton-wool,  and  allow  them  to  dry. 
When  required  for  use,  a  small  piece  may  be  snipped  off  and 
slightly  warmed,  when  it  can  be  inserted  into  the  hollow  tooUi, 
where  it  will  solidifv.  The  ea3e  produced  by  this  simple  method 
is  really  very  great. ' 


i 
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Blttmenthal. — Charles  E.  Blunienthal.  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  de- 
parted this  life  at  New  York,  on  the  11th  of  October,  1883.  la 
1848  he  was  Professor  of  Oriental  Languages  at  Dickinson  College, 
Carlisle,  Pa.  He  was  afterward  admitted  both  to  the  bar  as  a 
lawyer,  and  tq  the  pulpit  as  a  preacher.  Then  he  did  good  service 
as  editor  of  the  American  Homoeopath,  Broad,  genial  and  talented, 
he  made  his  mark  in  every  department  to  which  his  attention  was 
directed. 

Geary. — J.  Fitzgibbon  Geary,  M.  D.,  died  at  Oakland,  Cal.,  oa 
October  3,  1883.  The  Doctor  was  an  eminent  physician,  a  caustic 
writer,  and  obtained  deserved  prominence. 

HouAT. — This  well-noted  physician  and  author  departed  this 
life  at  Pav,  France,  on  the  9th  of  July.  Some  of  his  contributions 
to  Materia  Medica  were  more  than  doubted,  but  it  is  believed  that 
he  considered  the  symptoms  recorded  as  facts. 

Hewan. — Archibald  He  wan,  M.  D.,  an  esteemed  physician  of 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  died  on  September  20,  1883,  aet.  53.  He  did 
good  service  as  a  medical  missionary  in  Africa,  in  1854.  He  re- 
turned in  1866  in  failing  health.  His  ])rilliant  talents  procured 
for  liim  a  large  practice,  but  he  was  always  deeply  interested  in 
mission  and  church  work. 

Sargent. — F.  D.  Sargent,  M.  D.,  died  at  Walnut  Hills,  Cincin- 
nati, on  the  13th  of  November,  1883. 

Slooum. — We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  our  friend  Dr.  Mortimer 
Slocum,»of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  has  been  bereaved  by  the  loss  of 
his  estimable  wife.  She  departed  this  life  on  the  17th  of  Novem- 
ber last.  When  we  were  in  Texas,  several  years  ago,  we  were  very 
kindly  and  hospitably  entertained  by  J)r.  and  Mrs.  Slocum  at 
their  pleasant  home.  We  tender  to  the  Doctor  our  sincere  condol- 
ence. 


The  longevity  of  medical  men  is  illustrated   bv  some  figures 

in  the  London  Lancet,     During   the   last  year  thirty-five  more  or 

less  eminent  members  of  the  profession   have   died,  of  whom  two 

were  95  years  of  age,  two  94,  two  92,  one  91 ,  two  90,  one  89,  three 
88,  three  87,  five  86,  two  85,  three  84,  four  83,  one.82  and  four  80 
The  two  seniors  in  this  list  began  their  career  as  arniy  surgeons, 
and  served  in  the  Spanish  and  Belgian  wars. 
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Eaton. — We  jire  very  sorry  to  hear  that  Dr.  M.  M.  Eaton,  of 
Cincinnati,  hjis  been  compellwl  to  relinquish  practice  for  a  time  on 
account  of  failing  health.  He  has  our  best  wishes  for  a  rapid 
recovery. 

Gause. — Percy  0.  B.  <Tause,  M.  D.,  returns  from  extended 
studies  and  investiojations  in  Europe  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
will  attend  to  his  specialities  of  surgery,  eye  and  ear  disease. 

tJAMKS. — We  ask  our  readers  to  note  the  report  upon  page  371 
of  this  number  of  a  remarkable  and  successful  operation  performed 
by  Prof.  John  E.  James.  We  are  very  glad  indeed  to  see  our 
young  surgeons  coming  to  the  front. 

xMARITAL. 

IlKAinNG — b^LAGu. — J.IIerl3ert  Reading,  M.  U.,  was  marrietl  to 
Miss  Hattie  M.  Flagg,  at  (jrace  Church  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  on  De- 
cember 4,    1888,  Kev.  Dr.  Alsop  officiating. 

Stkiokler-Shiuk.— -At  Mount  Carroll,  HI.,  August  27,  1883, 
by  Rev.  Edmund  WVlls,  Dr.  D.  A.  Strickler,  of  ^-hami^ersburg.  Pa., 
to  Miss  Susi(^  l{.  Shirk,  of  the  former  place. 

REMOVALS. 

Bradley — Dr.  Henj   A.,  from  Providence  to  Auburn,  R.  I. 
Dake — Dr.  Charles,  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  Hot  Springs,  Ark. 
Swain — Drss.  Mary,  from  Minneapolis  to  Boston. 
Shepherd,  Dr.  M.  A.,  from  Dundee  to  Klgiu,  Ills. 
WR1SL.EY,  Dr.  J.  A.,  from  Manchester,  X.  il.,  U>  Nashua,  X.  H. 
White,  Dr.  Lue  A.,  from  Cliicairu  to  Ctica,  X.  Y. 


ERitATA.— On  page  'Xil  roi»ort  should  be  credit^nl  tu  ('.  L.  Cleveland,  A.  U.,  ^   Prbie   Report, 
College  CommeDcenieut,  I8K3.  - 

Page  a;{9,  Trachelorophy  tjLould  be  Traclieloraphy. 
Page  iW4,  lOth  line  frum  ^xtLtom,  lor  oresti  react  eresis. 
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TO  PHYSICIANSI 


DOSE.— C?«^/itf^  to  one  flnid  drachm  in 
WATER  or  SYRUP  evcry  hour  until  sleep  is  pro- 
duced. 


Is  the  Hypnotic  par  excellence. 

It  produces  refreshing  sleep,  and  is  exceed' 
ingly  valuable  in  sleeplessness,  nervousness 
neuralgia,  headache,  convulsions,  colics,  e^c. 
and  will  relieve  when  opiates  fail.  Unlike 
preparations  of  opium  it  does  not  loth  up  the 
secretions.  In  the  restlessness  and  delerium 
of  Fevers  //  is  absolutely  invaluable. 

BATTLE  k  CO.,  Chemists, 

ST.  LOUIS. 
The    Anodyne    Principle    of    Opium. 

PAPINE. 


PAPINE  is  the  Anodyne  or  Pain- Relieving 
Principle  of  Opium  in  a  pi  easant  liquid  form. 
Its  advantages  are :  That  it  produces  the  gooa 
effe  s  of  Opium  with  less  tendency  to  cause 
nausea,  vomiting,  constipation,  etc.  It  is  the 
safes  t  and  most  pleasant  of  all  the  preparations 
of  Opium,  and  is  uniform  in  strength.  It  can 
be  rciied  upon  in  all  cases  where  Opium  or 
Morphia  is  indicated. 

One  Fluid  drachm  represents  one  grai  n 
of  Opium  in  Anodyne  Power. 

Average  Dose  one-half  to   one  tea 
spoonful. 


lODiA. 


FORMULA. — lODiA  is  a  combination  of 
Active  Principles  obtained  from  the  £reen 
roots  of  Stillingia,  Helonias;'SR3dfraKa,**M^n- 
ispermum,  and  Aromatics.  Each^j/M  drachm 
also  contains  y?z/^  grains  lOD.  POTAS.  and 
three  grains  PHOS.  IRON. 


DOSE. — One  or  two  fluid  drachms  (more 
or  less  as  indicated)  three  times  a  day  before 
meals. 


Is  the  Ideal  Alterative. 


ilST'It  has  been  LARGELY  PRESCRIB 
ED  in  syphilitic,  scrofulous,  cutaneous,  and 
female  diseases,  and  has  an  established  repu- 
tation as  being  the  best  alterative  ever  intro- 
duced to  the  Profession. 

BATTLE  &  CO.,  Chemists, 

ST.  LOUIS. 

Eihilaratiog !      Nourishing !         Vitilizing. 


COCALAC, 


C(K;aLAC  is  a  combination  of  Coca  and 
the  Cereal  Lacto-Phosphoids. 


Dose. —  Cne  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day, 
or  oftener,  as  indicated. 


Prepared  EXCLUSIVELY  for  Phy 
siciaiCs  Prescriptions, 


BATTLE  &  CO.,  Chtmitts, 

ST.  LOUIS. 


STIMULATION  WITHOUT  REACTION 


COCOLAC  is  a  scientific  blending  of 
Coca  with  the  Lacto-Phosphoidal  princiid^of 
wheat  and  oats  ;  it  is  a  6ne  TONIC  and  nutri- 
tive, BEING  CAPABLE  OF  SUSTAINING  UFE 
WITHOUT  ANY  OTHER    FOOD  OR    DRINK,  and 

therefore  valuable  for  the  convalescing,  dys- 
peptic, or  nervous  patient.  //  is  also  deHei&us 
to  the  taste  and  ACCEPTABLE  to  the  stomack. 


BATTLe  & 


ST.   LOUIS. 


SEND  FOR  PAMPHLET  OF  TESTIMONIALS   AND  CASES. 
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totoau  a^ib  &phthatn\  otoau. 


H.  C.  HOUGHTON,  M.  D.,  AND  GEO.  S.  NORTON,  M.  I).,  NEW  YORK,  EDITORS. 


DISEASES  OF  THE   INTERNAL  EAR. 

{Concluded  from  page  374.) 
Analagous  to  this,  but  giving  results  much  Hioie  serious,  is  a 
primary  idopathic  form  of  disease,  very  closely  resembling  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis,  for  which,  in  some  cases,  it  has  undoubtedly  been 
mistaken.  To  this  disease  of  the  internal  ear  Voltolini  has  given 
the  term  "  otitis  labyrinthica,"  and  Dr.  Knapp  the  term  "  otitis 
interni  exudativa  serosa."  Some  years  since  I  was  called  in  consul- 
tation by  Prof.  Doughty  to  see  a  girl  some  12  or  13  years  of  age, 
who  had  suddenly  lost  her  hearii>g  while  suffering  from  what  he 
supposed  at  the  outset  to  be  an  attack  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 
The  child  had  all  the  symptoms  of  this  dread  disease,  save  the  spinal 
tenderness  to' touch,  and  the  convulsive  action.  On  the  third  day 
she  suddenly  became  deaf,  so  that  within  a  few  hours  audition  w^ 
perfectly  obliterated.  On  examination  I  found  the  condition  as 
above  stated,  and  expres'Sed  the  opinion  that  it  was  a  primary 
idopathic  disease  of  the  labyrinth,  the  loss  of  function  being  due 
to  serous  exudation,  and  offered  a  very  grave  prognosis  as  regarded 
recovery  of  the  function.  My  friend,  W.  S.  Searle,  M.  D.,  of 
Brooklyn,  had  given  me  sometime  previously  a  verbal  account  of 
a  similar  case,  in  which  he  believed  Silicea  had  been  of  great  value 
in  overcoming  the  serous  exudation.  The  child  was  put  upon 
Gelseminum  ;  first,  every  hour  or  half  hour,  and  intercurrent  dosts 
of  Silicea  every  third  hour.  Under  these  remedies,  the  fever,  head- 
Mtihe^  occipital  pain,  and  other  constitutional  symptoms  gradually 
disappeared.    The  hearing  improved  slowly,  but  steadily,  until  the 

patient  was  able  to  hear  as  perfectly  as  ever.     I  think  we  are  war- 
S25 
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ranted  in  claiming  this  as  an  acute  primary  otitis  interna  exudatira, 
and  the  result  obtained  was  due,  I  believe,  to  the  immediate 
administration  ot  re^iedies. 

In  two  other  similar  cases  the  loss  of  function  was  complete 
and  permanent ;  the  patients  receiving  no  treatment  directed, 
especially  to  the  preservation  of  the  acoustic  function.  In  one  of 
these  cases  the  patient  had  suffered  from  suppurative  disease  of  the 
middle  ear,  on  one  side,  for  many  years,  and  in  a  summer  evening, 
while  playing  croquet,  had  become  very  warm  ;  completing  his 
part  of  the  game,  he  retired  to  the  veranda  of  a  house  near  by, 
where  he  sat  in  his  chair,  leaning  against  the  house.  He  fell  asleep, 
and  was  suddenly  awakened  by  a  confusion  of  noises  which  he  was 
unable  to  distinguish.  This  was  produced  by  the  rest  of  the  party 
shouting  at  the  successful  termination  of  their  game.  On  attempt- 
ing to  rise,  he  found  himself  very  dizzy,  nauseated,  and  unable  to 
control  his  steps  sufficiently  to  walk  to  his  room.  He  retired,  pass- 
ed a  somewhat  restless  night,  and  on  awaking  in  the  morning  w^ 
alarmed  at  the  excitement  of  his  wif&,  who  was  attempting  to  con- 
vey to  him  her  own  alarm,  upon  finding  that  he  could  not  hear  a 
single  word  which  she  had  spoken  to  him.  The  history  of  the  case 
would  lead  to  the  supposition  that  the  hearing,  up  to  that  time 
had  been  normal,  as  the  patient  had  depended  upon  that  ear  for  all 
ordinary  conversation.  Examination  showed  no  evidence  of  middle 
ear  disease,  and  the  hearing  for  watch  as  well  as  the  human  voice 
was  absolutely  nil. 

In  another  instance,  (May  16, 1878)  a  lady,  about  thirty  years 
of  age,  was  taken  suddenly  with  severe  pain  in  the  head,  in  the 
occipital  region,  nausea,  giddiness,  tinnitus,  aurum,  and  deafness  of 
the  right  ear.  She  consulted  her  family  physician,  who  did  not 
recognize  the  gravity  of  the  case  but  thought  her  symptoms  second- 
ary to  some  gastric  or  hepatic  derangement.  After  various  means 
had  been  used,  the  nausea  and  giddiness  gradually  passed  away,  but 
the  -hearing  did  not  improve.  Six  months  later,  on  examination, 
I  found  the  membrane  tympaui  normal,  the  pharynx  only  slightly 
catarrhal,  whereas  the  hearing  on  the  right  side  was  minus  for  the 
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watch  as  well  as  for  the  tuning-fork.  On  the  left  side  the  hearing 
was  normal.  The  only  cause  which  could  be  found  was  that  of  a 
genera)  debilitated  condition  ;  otherwise,  she  was  and  had  been  in 
perfect  health.  Not  satisfied  with  my  diagnosis  and  prognosis,  she 
•consulted  eminent  aurists  in  this  city,  who  confirmed  the  diagnasis. 
This,  like  the  other  case,  was  undoubtedly  a  serous  exudation  in 
the  labyrinth.  It  may  seem  assuming  too  much  to  claim  that  from 
the  history  these  were  cases  of  serous  disease,  but  I  see  no  reason 
why,  under  the  same  tnethod  of  treatment  as  already  suggested, 
these  cases  might  not  have  had  at  least  a  degree  of  functional  ac- 
tivity preserved. 

In  cases  of  Otitis  interna  suppurativa  or  haemorhagica  the 
loss  of  hearing  is  sudden  and  permanent.  That  there  may  be  a 
Iodized  suppurative  inflammation  as  well  as  localized  serous  in- 
flammation, it  seems  to  me  the  reports  of  pathological  examina- 
tions fully  warrant.  Otherwise,  we  cannot  explain  cases  in  which 
there  is  loss  of  portions  of  the  musical  scale.  Theoretically,  we  in- 
fer that  if  a  proportion  of  the  lower  tones  is  lost  the  long  turns  of 
the  cochlea  are  the  portion  involved ;  conversely,  if  the  high  tones 
are  lost,  the  turns  near  the  apex  of  the  cochlea  are  involved.  You 
«an  understand  that  any  ex'udations  OQCurring  in  the  labyrinth,  in 
the  tract  of  the  acoustic  nerve,  or  within  the  cranial  cavity,  which 
are  absorbed  without  psendo  organization,  would  for  the  time  being 
<»ii8e  a  failure  of  the  function,  which  might  be  gradually  restored 
as  the  exudation  was  absorbed.  If  the  exudation  became  purulent 
or  hsemorrha^c,— you  can  understand  that  the  disorganization  re- 
aalting  therefirom  would  be  so  serious  that  any  restoration  of  the 
fanciion  of  the  part  involved  would  be  simply  impossible.  Such  ia 
the  history  of  cases  which  we  are  led  to  suppose  are  either  haemor- 
rhagic  or  purulent.  The  same  is  true  of  imflammation  of  the  inter- 
nal ear,  secondary  to  syphilis.  This  matter  has  been  quite  fully 
•considered  by  various  authors,  and  we  find  them  divided  into  those 
who  think  that  the  preponderance  of  the  lesion  is  found  in  the 

pharynx  and  that  otitis  interna  syphiletica  is  a  very  rare  form  of 
disease  :  hence  that  which  is  considered  as  primary  by  some,  is 
really  secondary  to  disease  of  the  middle  ear  and  pharynx. 
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In  February,  1878,  I  was  called  upon  to  advise  a  young^  man 
who  had  suffered  from  catarrhal  disease,  more  or  less,  for  years,  but 
never  previously  from  any  disturbance  in  the  middle  ear,  nor  was 
^here  on  examination  any  evidence  that  the  middle  ear  was  involv- 
ed more  than  in  thousands  of  ciises,  certainly  not  sufficiently  to  ac- 
count  for  the  the  sudden  invasion  increasing  to  serious  and  perma- 
nent failure  of  the  function.  He  had  contracted  syphilis  two 
months  previously,  which  had  shown  secondary  symptoms  of  the* 
skin  and  hair  bulbs  but  no  effects  upon  the  mucous  membrane  until 
two  weeks  later  than  the  ear  symptoms.  Suddenly  he  was  aware 
of  slight  dullnes  of  hearing,  subjective  noises  set  in,  the  hearinsf  be- 
came duller  and  duller,  and  in'  his  alarm  he  was  advised  to  con- 
sult me.  As  stated,  1  found  no  sufficient  pause  in  the  condition  of 
the  phar3^nx,  Eustachian  tube,  middle  ear,  but  examination  with 
the  tuning-fork  showed  perception  by  aerial  conduction  to  be  bet- 
ter than  that  through  the  cranial  bones,  and  the  test  by  closing  al- 
ternately the  right  and  left  meatus,  using  the  tuning-fork  on  the 
vertex,  zygoma  or  glabella  failed  of  the  contrasts  which  we  know  to 
exist  in  cases  in  which  the  fault  is  one  of  conduction  rather  than  of 
perception.  Iodide  of  Potassium  and  Mercurius  were  of  value  in 
arresting  the  progress  of  the  disease,  but  there  was  no  improvement 
over  the  standard  recorded  at  the  first  test. 

In  a  number  of  instances,  I  have  treated  cases  in  which  there 
was  undoubtedly  a  complication  of  middle  ear  disease  and  internal 
ear  disease;  and  I  am  ready  to  agree  with  those  who  would  class  such 
doubtful  cases  as  secondary  to  middle  ear  disease  rather  than  as  an 
exudation,  and  later  as  purulent  processes  secondary  to  the  consti- 
tutional effects  of  the  virus,  independent  of  the  middle  ear  disease. 

Otitis  interna  may  be  either  primary  or  secondary,  at  the  same 

time  traumatic,  resulting,  if  primary,  directly  from  the  shock  or 

dissolution  of  the  continuity  of  the  labyrinth  independent  of  any 

middle  ear  disease,  or  fracture  of  the  temporal  bone,  or  shock  of  the 

acoustic  nerve  itself.     It  may  be  secondary  to  disease  of  the  middle 

ear  set  up  by|the  same  for6e  which  produced  the  shock,  or  secondary 
to  traumatic  causes  which  effect  the  auricle,  temporal  region,  meatus 
tympanum  directly,  as  from  a  blow  immediately  upon  the  {parts. 
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Fracture  of  the  temporal  bone,  allowing  the  escai)e  of  the  lab^'rin- 
thine  fluids  must  necessarily  result  disastrously.  Traumatic  causes 
generally  affect  the  middle  ear,  giving  rise  to  suppurative  inflam- 
mation of  the  tympanum,  frequently  by  simple  continuity  of  tissue 
involve  the  internal  ear,  and  destroy  the  function  of  the  labyrinth. 
These  all,  on  the  grounds  on  which  I  have  thus  far  considered  the 
results,  may  be  hypothetically  accounted  for  by  reason  of  the  patholo- 
gical processes,  but  there  is  a  larsce  group  of  cases  in  which  the  condi- 
tions have  been  classed  as  hypeaesthesia  or  torpor  of  the  auditory 
function,  which  cannot  be  as  satisfactorily  explained.  To  illustrate  : 
In  October,  1881,  a  clergyman  consulted  me  for  a  distressing  condition 
"which  had  existed  for  six  years^  and  which  he  believed  to  be  due  to  ^ 
an  attack  of  vertigo,  so  designated  by  himself,  which  occurred 
while  he  was  specially  overtaxed  by  mental  strain.  The  attack  was 
described  as  one  of  vertigo,  with  subjective  noises,  and  a  condition 
which  he  described  "  as  if  a  cloud  h&d  settled  down  upon  the  func- 
tion of  the  acoustic  nerve,  as  a  cloud  might  settle  down  upon  the 
vision  ; ''  associated  with  this  was  a  peculiar  discomfort  upon  hear- 
ing the  low  musical  tones  produced  by  any  instrument,  especially  by 
the  church  organ.  This  particular  symptom  disappeared  under 
the  use  of  Chenopodium  anthelminticum,  and  he  was  very  much 
improved  by  a  mild  current  of  galvanism.  In  this  case  there  was 
no  absolute  failure  of  the  function,  such  as  can  be  tested  and  record 
ed  according  to  any  of  the  usual  standards,  but  there  was  a  torpor 
and  an  unsatisfactory  performance  of  the  function,  either  of  the 
terminal  mechanism  or  of  the  conduction  of  the  Jicoustic  nerve 
or  the  central  perceptive  relation  between  sound  and  idea. 

Like  in  kind  with  this  are  those  ctises  of  hy|)eraethesia  in 
which  the  person  is  excessively  sensitive  to  simple  noises,  regular 
vibrations  in  the  air  or  to  some  particular  irregular  vibrations  or  to 
some  regular  tones,  either  high  or  low  or  both,  produced  by  musical 
instruments.  In  some  cases  this  is  marked  by  a  peculiarity  which 
recognizes  the  color  of  quantity  or  klong  fabre  (sound  color). 
These  are  analagous  to  those  symptoms  of  the  the  optic 
nerve    in    diseased    conditions    when     the     patient     has    illu- 
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sions  of  color.  That  these  are  necessarily  due  to  organic  changes  I 
do  not  believe  ;  that  they  do  exist  with  organic  changes  is  undoubt- 
edly true,  as  oftea  the  lesion  is  so  great  that  the  function  is  never 
restored.  The  trunk  of  the  auditory  nerve  also  is  subject  to  chang* 
es  in  its  structure  in  the  direction  of  atrophy,  fatty  degeneration, 
metamorphoses,  analogous  to  those  occurring  in  the  trunk  of  the 
the  optic  nerve,  also  to  malignant  changes  which  partially,  or 
wholly,  interfere  with  the  function,  and  the  same  may  be  true  of 
growths  in  the  sheathes  of  the  nerve  or  in  the  periosteum  lining 
the  internal  auditory  canal.  You  can  readily  understand  how  such 
processes  would  cause  failure,  either  partial  or  complete,  without 
interfering  with  the  peripheral  mechanism,  being  as  absolute- as 
wh^f)  tb^  cochlea  an4  semicircular  canals  are  the  subjects  of  serous 
t>f  piitulehl  disease.  Henry  C.  Houghton. 

IS  West  39th  St.,  New  York. 


Increase  of  Leprosy. — {Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal.)— It  may  be  oh  account  of  the  increased  attention  to  the 
subject  that  leprosy  appears  to  be  on  the  increase  of  late  years  in 
some  parts  of  the  world.  We  read  that  some  alarm  exiists  in  the 
British  settlement  at  the  Cape  on  this  account,  and  that  the 
disease  has  been  known  to  'affect  inferior  animals.  Everywhere 
the  same  story  is  told  in  regard  to  its  causation — filthy  modes  of 
living,  and  often  a  fish  diet.  The  subject  is  a  good  one  for  certain 
of  our  California  newspapers  which  delight  in  the  magnanimous 
abuse  of  the  inferior  races,  and  which  would  rather  smirch  the 
reputation  of  California  as  a  healthful  country  than  forego  the 
opportunity  of  kicking  a  Mongolian  or  Kanaka.     Un  the  question 

of  contagiousness  the  faculty  everywhere  is  divided.  On  the 
subject  of  the  contagiousness  of  various  diseases  there  seems  to 
be  arepellant.quality  in  the  human  organization,  constraining  to 
opposite  opinions.  It  always  has  been  so  and  is  likely  so  to 
continue.  The  popular  mind  favors  contagiousness,  whilst  non- 
contagions  views  are  assocnated  with  knowledge,  and  have  a  more 
respectable  following — at  least  a  more  intellectual  one. 
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H.  W.  TAYLOR,  TERRB  HAUTE,  IND.,  EDITOR. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

The  article  of  Dr.  Grasmuck'e,  in  the  last  Observer,  so  nearly 
coincides  with  my  own  opinions  about  diphtheria  that  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  adding  a  hearty  endorsement  in  the  main. 

Diphtheria  is  not  a  ^^  filth  disease,"  in  fact  there  are  no 
**  tilth  diseases,"  unless  typhoid  fever  msiy  be  so  termed. 

Drainage  and  ventilation  have  no  more  to  do  with  it  than 
such  general  ill  effects  as  bad  drainage  and  imperfect  ventilation 
may  have  upon  the  resistibility  of  the  subjects. 

It  is  beyond  question  communicable.  The  specific  virus  be- 
ingcarried  in  exhalations  from  the  fauces  in  the  breath. 

There  is  a  strong  presumption  that  it  is  isomorphic  with 
scarlatina,  if  not  identical  with  that  disease  in  its  origin,  as  I 
pointed  out  in  an  article  in  the  Medical  Advance  Bome  five  years* 
ago,  and  which  was  afterwards  strongly  sustained  by  the  exi.>eri- 
ments  of  Wood  and  Formad. 

Fat  children  are  more  subject  to  fatal  'terminations  of  all 
febrile  diseases.  They  are  fat  because  of  a  greater  activity 
of  the  lymphatic  glandular  system,  including  the  mesenteric  and 
chyliterous  glands  and  vessels.  The  lymphatic  glands  and  ves- 
sels are  those  which  take  up  and  convey  the  specific  poisons  like 
.diphtheria  from  their  nidus  into  the  general  circulation,  thus  pro- 
ducing •*  blood  poisoning,"  Fat  children  are  most  obnoxious  to 
exudative  laryngitis,  which  is  the  usual  form  of  fatal  termination 
of  diphtheria. 

Overfeedinfg  is  the  great  curse  of  American  life  ;  it  is  equal- 
ly prevalent   and   destructive  in   adult  and  infantile  life.     The 
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p.  40*3)  seems  ti  think  it  possible  that  the  disease  may  sometimes  ter- 
minate favorably  in  the  very  early  stage,  but  adds  that  "such  cases 
are  always  more  or  less  doubtful,  and  seem  to  us  to  belong  rather, 
lor  the  most  part,  to  simple  meningitis."  During  the  second'  period 
(slowness  and  irregularity  of  the  pulse)  he  has  scarcely  seen  one  child 
in  a  hundred  survive,  and  even  then  they  perish  at  a  later  period  of 
the  disease,  or  of  phthisis  pulmonalis.  Of  those  arrived  at  the  third 
stage  (marked  by  renewed  frequency  of  the  pulse,  coma,  and  lesions 
of  motility  and  sensibility)  he  had  never  seen  any  recover,  even  mo- 
mentarily. Dr.  George  B.  Wood  (Pract.  of  Med.,  vol  II.  p.  635) 
states  that  he  has  never  seen  a  well-marked  case  of  tuberculous  men- 
ingitis end  favorably.  My  own  experience  is  with  the  mass  of  evi- 
dence  given  above  as  to  the  hopeless  fatality  of  the  diseasee.  The  ten 
cases  that  I  have  seen  perished."  Dr.  Robert  Whytt  (Works  of  Robt. 
Whytt,  published  by  his  son,  quarto,  Edinburgh,  1768,  p.  745)  says: 
**  I  freely  own  that  I  have  never  been  so  lucky  as  to  cure  one  patient 
who  had  those  symptoms  which  with  certainty  denote  this  disease,  and 
I  suspect  that  those  who  imagine  they  have  been  more  successfiil  have 
mistaken  another  distemper  for  this." 

J.  Lewis  Smith,  M.  D.  (Dis.  of  Infancy  and  Childhood,  second 
edition,  1872),  says :  "  Meningitis  is  one  of  the  most  fiital  diseases  ol 
early  life.  Whether  the  form  is  simple  or  tubercular,  if  the  initia. 
stage  has  passed  without  proper  treatment,  death  may  be  ccMisidered 
inevitable.  Tubercular  meningitis,  how  ever,  early  recognized,  is  rarely 
amenable  to  treatment." 

Dr.  Franz  Hartmann  (Dis.  of  Children  and  their  Hom.  Treat- 
ment, translated  by  Dr.  C.  J.  Hempel,  1853,  p.  319)  says:  "  Most  au- 
thors are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  only  in  the  first  stage  of  the  disease 
that  recovery  is  possible,  which  generally  takes  place  towards  the  sev- 
enth or  eleventh  day."  He  says  the  improvement  is  often  illusory, 
and  relapses  are  quite  frequent. 

Teste  (Hom.  Treatise  on  Dis.  Children,  1854)  give&  the  symp- 
toms of  the  disease,  but  not  a  ctecided  prognosis. 

Williamson  (Dis.  Females  and  Children,  1854)  confines  himself 
mostly  to  the  treatment ;  no  prognosis. 
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T.  C.  Duncan,  M.  D.  (Text-Book  on  the  Die.  of  Infants  and 
Children,  with  their  Horn.  Treatment,  1882),  sap;  "The  gravity  of 
tubercular  meningitis  is  not  surpassed  by  any  other  disease." 

W.  A.  Edmonds,  M.  D.  (A  Treatise  on  Dis.  Peculiar  to  Infants 
and  Children,  1881),  says:  "I  regret  that  frankness  compels  me  to 
say  I  have  nq  more  confidence  in  any  attempt  at  curative  treatment 
in  these  cases,  when  well  established,  than  in  attempts  to  cure  well- 
marked,  well-advanced  pulmonary  tuberculosis." 

H.  N.  Guernsey,  M.  D.  (Obst.  and  the  Disorders  Peculiar  to 
Women  and  Young  Childreif,  third  edition,  1878),  says:  "The  prog- 
nosis is  decidedly  unfevorable." 

Thomas  Watson,  M.  D.  (Lect.  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Physic,  1845,  p.  278),  says :  "  The  prognosis,  always  doubtful  and  bad 
is  a  little  better  when  the  disease  is  violent  and  occurs  in  tolerably 
healthy  subjects,  than  when  it  creeps  on  slowly  and  ihsiduously,  and 
in  weakly  and  scroi^lous  patients." 

I  have  already  given  Dr.  Greorge  B.  Wood's  prognosis. 

Austin  Flint,  M.  D.  (Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  third 
edition,  1868,  p.  605),  says:  "The  termination  is  almost  invariably, 
if  not  invariably,  &taL  In  a  few  cases  of  supposed  recovery  which 
have  been  observed,  it  is  probable  that  the  affection  was  simple  menin- 
gitis." 

Ziemssen:  "The  opinion  of  all  physicians  agree  in  this,  that 
tubercular  meningitis,  at  whatever  time  of  life,  is  one  of  the  most 
dungerons  affections.  The  opinions  vary  as  to  the  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  disease  is  always  and  under  all  circumstances  fatal. 
Before  everything  else,  it  should  be  here  mentioned  that  simple  obser- 
vations at  the  bedside,  which  are  not  subsequently  subjected  to  the  test 
of  the  autopsy,  deserve  no  sort  of  attention.  *  *  *  *  Every 
day  teaches  us  that  the  most  practical  diagnosticians  are  not  always 
able  to  avoid  mistakes  in  this  field.  *  *  *  x\\  the  cases  of  our 
own  observation — by  no  means  limited  — in  which  the  diagnosis  was 
well  grounded  resulted  in  death.  One  case,  of  which  we  spoke  at  the 
time  as  cured  tubercular  meningitis,  proved  to  have  been  (the  child 
subsequently  dying  of  pneumonia,  with  cheesy  degeneration)  simple 
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serous  cft'usiun ;  neither  fresh  miliary  tubercles,  nor  traces  of  absorbed 
tubercles,  were  to  be  found  either  in  the  pia  mater  or  elsewhere." 

Reynolds  (System  of  Medicine,  vol.  I,  p.  835)  says:  "  The  prog- 
nosis must  always  be  unfavorable,  and  when  the  disease  has  passed 
beyond  the  invasion  period,  and  has  become  established,  recovery  may 
be  deemed  hopeless.'' 

Richard  Quain,  M.  D.  (Dictionary  of  Medicine),  says:  "Death  is 
well  nigh  certain  within  three  weeks,  or  at  most  a  month,  from  the 
date  of  the  invasion — symptoms  of  tubercular  meningitis.  When  the 
disease  has  arrived  at  a  stage  permitting  of  pretty  certain  diagnosis, 
hope  rather  than  rational  expectation  may  still  hold  out  a  chance  of 
recovery.  Although  instances  of  this  have  occurred,  they  are  of  ex- 
treme rarity." 

Edward  Ellis,  M.  D.  (Practical  Manual  of  the  Diseases  of 
Children,  third  edition,  1879),  says :  "  Prognosis  extremely  uufiavora- 
ble ;  few  cases  recover  in  which  the  first  stage  is  past." 

Dr.  Edward  Hancock  (Lectures  on  Diseases  of  Children,  1882) 

says :  "  All  physicians  who  are  conscientious  in  making  a  diagnosis, 
will  agree  w^ith  me  that  they  regard  every  case  of  tubercular  menin- 
gitis as  lost.  The  exceptional  cases  of  recovery  reported  by  authors 
must  be  accepted  with  great  reserve.  However,  the  possibility  of 
recovery  cannot  be  denied." 

William  Aitken  (A  Complete  Handbook  o£  Treatment,  1882) 
says:  "Tubercular  meningitis,  in  the  form  of  acute  hydrocephalus, 
can  only  successfiilly  be  combated  in  the  first  or  earliest  stage.  Jf 
the  disease  be  advanced,  no  efficient  treatment  has  as  yet  been  deter- 
mined." 

E.  E.  Marcy,  M.  D.,  and  F.  W.  Hunt,  M.  D.  (The~  Horn.  Theory 
and  Practice  .of  Medicine,  1865),  say :  "  This  disease  once  developed  in 
that  kind  of  constitution  which,  of  all  others,  is  most  likely  to  be 
affected  by  it,  has  not  often  been  cured.  In  constitutions  not  hope- 
lessly tubercular,  it  can  generally  be  treated  with  success." 

Bemhard  Baehr,  M.  D.  (The  Science  of  Therapeutics  According 
to  the  Principles  of  Hom.,  1869),  says :  "  Under  all  circumstances  the 
prognosis  is  involved  in  a  great  deal  of  uncertainty  and  doubt,  ao 
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much  more  as  it  is  very  questionable  whether,  what  wa.s  supposed  to 
be  a  cure  of  tubercular  meningitis  in  the  first  stage,  was  not  rather  a 
case  of  simple  meningitis,  or  even  only  of  cerebral  hyperremia.  How- 
ever, even  though  we  should  have  to  eliminate  a  number  of  cases  re- 
ported in  our  books  as  cases  of  tubercular  meningitis,  on  account  of 
their  questionable  character,  a  sufficient  number  of  cases  undoubtedly 
remain  to  substantiate  the  fact  that  this  generally  fatal  disease  can  be 
cured  with  homoeopathic  remedies." 

C.  G.  Raue,  M.  D.,  (special  Pathology  and  Diagnosis  with  Thera- 
peutic Hints,  2d  edition,  1882)  says :  "  The  prognosis  is  bad.  Is  the 
disease  always  fatal  ?  Because  there  are  no  infallible  means  to  dis- 
tinguish during  life  between  it  and  simple  meningitis,  those  cases 
which  have  recovered  and  were  claimed  to  be  tubecular  meningitis 
are  simply  set  down  as  errors  in  the  diagnosis  ;  the  real  proof — post 
mortem — is  wanting,  and,  therefore,  as  all  cases  which  came  under  the 
hands  of  these  physicians,  the  post  mortem  proved  their  diagnosis  cor- 
rect, they  concluded  that  all  the  other  cases  must  likewise  be  fatal. 
Against  this  conclusion,  I  allow  myself  modestly  to  protest.  Might 
not  a  different  treatment  prevent  post  mortem  examinations  ?  And  are 
all  tubercular  aiifectione  necessarily  fatal  ?  I  have  lost  cases  of  tuber- 
cular maningitis,  to  be  sure,  but  I  do  believe  that  I  also,  as  well  as 
others,  have  cured  some  of  them.     The  prognosis  is  bad,  that  is  true." 

Richard  Hughes,  L.  R.  C.  P.  Edin.,  (^lanual  of  Therapeutics,  ac- 
cording to  the  method  of  Hahnemann,  2d  edition,  1877)  says  :  "  I 
fear  we  cannot  but  echo  the  melancholy  experience  of  the  old  school 
of  treatment,  and  say  that  fully  developed  tubercular  meningitis  is  in- 
curable. I  have  never,  in  my  eighteen  years  of  homoeopathic  prac- 
tice, seen  a  case  recover  when  effusion  had  set  in." 

Among  the  authors  mentioned,  ten  regard  the  disease  as  incurable. 
A  large  number  say,  if  curable  at  all,  it  is  only  so  in  the  early  stages. 
Many  of  them  when  cases  have  been  claimed,  question  the  correctness 
of  the  diagnosis.  Some  allow  that  cures  may  have  been -made,  and  a 
few  boldly  ^slaiin  to  have  made  cures.  During  the  early  jwirt  of  my 
professionAl  life,  I  did  not  see  a  case  recover  that  presented  decided 
eymptoms  of  tubercular  maingitis,  and  <luring  a  pretty  extensive  coun- 
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try  practice  of  17  years,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  saw  a  great  many 
cases.  I  have  not  kept  a  written  record  of  the  apparent  cases  of 
tubercular  maningitis  that  recovered  under  my  treatment,  but  I  think 
I  am  very  near  the  truth  when  I  say  that  I  hav&*Aad  about  12  cases. 
During  a  period  of  about  four  months,  including  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  1869  and  the  early  part  of  1870,  I  had  four  recoveries.  I  re- 
member remarking  that  no  two  of  them  recovered  under  the  same 
remedies.  In  one  case  Hell,  and  Bry.  each  the  30th  given  alternate- 
ly, after  Bry.  alone  had  failed  to  have  any  effect,  appeared  to  be  the 
curative  agents ;  in  another  Apis  30  appeared  to  do  the  work.  The 
other  two  I  have  forgotten  the  names  of,  or  I  could  find  the  record. 

During  the  last  year  I  have  had  three  cases  of  recovery  from  ap- 
parent tubercular  maningitis.  From  a  record  of  the  remedies,  I  should 
say  the  first  of  these  three  cases  (boy  about  2  years  old)  began  with 
symptoms  of  catarrh,  in  three  or  four  days  was  followed  by  pneumonia, 
first  of  one  lung  and  then  of  the  other,  and  in  about  ten  days  cerebral 
symptoms  eame  on  with  convulsions  on  one  side  and  paralysis  of  the 
other.  Artemisia  Vulg.  had  a  very  good  eftect,  but  I  find  it  would 
change  the  character  of  the  spasms.  After  giving  other  remedies  for 
some  days,  I  would  be  obliged  to  give  the  Artemisia  again.  I  gave  it 
on  the  10th  and  11th,  on  the  16th  and  17th,  and  again  on  the  25th 
and  26th.    The  other  remedies  given  were  Cina.,  Verat  alb.,  Apis, 

Bry.  and  Hell.,  Zinc,  Cic.  2c,  Cup.,  Bell,,  and  lastly,  for  about  two 
weeks,  Calc.-Phos.  and  Ardent-nit.  The  boy  lay  unconscious  for 
about  3  weeks,  and  apparently  blind  for  the  eame  length  of  time,  but 
would  eat  anything  put  in  his  mouth.  He  had  the  "  tache  meningitimAe/' 
of  Trousseau,  very  distinctly  ;  that  is,  a  red  line  on  the  forehead  or 
abdomen,  remaining  for  some  time,  after  drawing  the  back  of  the  fing- 
er nail  over  it.  The  last  two  cases  Lhad  showed  it  only  on  the  abdo- 
man,  while  the  above  case  showed  it  in  both  places.  The  second  case 
of  the  three  mentioned  (boy  about  4  years  old)  Hell,  and  Bry.  seemed 
to  be  the  curative  remedies.  The  last  case  was  taken  first  with 
whooping-cough,  followed  by  cerebral  symptoms  and   *  spasms  every 

*NoTK.— I  candidly  told  the  parents  that  I  had  no  hope  of  being  able  to  save  the  chlld'a  life, 
principally  from  the  fact  that  every  paroxysm  of  coughing  produced  violent  conge8tl<»  of  Um 
brain,  and  I  did  not  see  how  the  brain  was  to  be  cured  while  he  was  subject  to  thie  frequent 
recurrence  of  congestion.  I  ordered  them  to  get  a  lamp,  made  for  the  purpose,  and  a  wnl  of 
Cresoline,  (whloh  I  believe  is  a  product  of  coal  gas  tar)  put  some  of  the  Cresonne  in  the  little  pea 
that  is  fixed  over  the  lamp,  and  keep  it  burning  in  the  room  at  least  half  the  time.  They  dn  ao^ 
the  tamea  of  the  Cresoline  mitigated  the  ooughso  much  that  I  think  it  eontriboted  matenaily  te 
his  recovery.  I  saw  the  Cresoline  nearly  cure  a  babe  five  months  old  in  two  days,  in  the  eariy 
part  of  the  convulsive  stage,  when  it  was  growing  worse  under  Dros. 
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time  he  had  a  hard  coughing  spell ;  his  age,  I  think  they  said,  was  17 
months.  They  called  in  an  old  school  physician  who  gavejthe  case  up 
and  abandoned  it.  After  I  had  been  attending  it  about  three  weeks, 
the  child's  father  met  the  physicia)i's  wife  ;  she  said  to  him :  "  I  am 
«orry  Mr.  G.  that  you  lost  your  child.  I  suppose  you  miss  him  very 
much."  "  But  Madam  we  did  not  lose  him."  "  Is  it  possible  ?  why# 
my  husband  gave  him  up !  "  "  Present  my  compliments  to  your  hus- 
band, Madam,  and  teU  him  to  call  and  see  him.  We  called  a  homooo- 
pathic  physician,  and  he  is  getting  well." 

These  children  had  the  usual  well-marked  symptoms  that  are  con- 
sidered characteristic  of  tubercular  meningitis,  and  yet  they  got  weli 
One  young  lady  is  now  over  14  years  old,  and  is  in  perfect  health. 

One  allopathic  writer  says  that  he  had  known  a  physician  of  the 

highest  medical  ability  to  diagnose  a  case  as  tubercular  meningitis, 

and  yet  the  case  got  well ;  showing  clearly  he  was  mistaken  in  his 
diagnosis.    He  then  asks :  "  May  not  other  physicians  of  equal  ability 

make  mistakes  ?  "    Pei^haps  I  was  mistaken  also ;   yet  at  the  same 

time  it  is  a  very  pleasant  thing  to  believe  one's  self  to  be  the  means, 

under  Providence,  of  restoring  to  the  fond  parents  eleven  or  twelve 

children  who,  according  to  the  the  judgment  of  a  large  portion  of  the 

medical  fraternity,  were  doomed  to  death. 

In  1879,  my  son  attended  a  little  boy  who  was  extremely  ill  for 
16  days ;  after  that  time  he  slowly  improved,  but  even  yet  he  drags 
one  1^  in  walking,  showing  that  there  is  some  brain  lesion  yet  re- 
maining. 

A  SUCCESSFUL  CASE. 

BY  DR.  C.  H.  ROBERTS,  EFFINGHAM,  ILL. 

Case  of  Mrs. .  JEt  26  years.  Was  called  in  haste  No- 
vember 8, 1883,  at  noon,  to  the  bedside  of  this  lady.  Her  appear- 
ance  was  that  of  great  apprehension,  yet  aside  from  her  terror  she 
was  apparently  healthy.  She  informed  me  that  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, apon  osing  the  chamber,  a  portion  of  her  entrails  fell  into  it — 
two  feet  or  more.  She  gathered  herself  up,  drawing  these  entrails 
"after  her,  and  had  lain  in  great  terror  ever  since.  She  stated  that 
she  had  been  very  well,  that  she  had  made  no  unusual  exertions, 
and  that  she  was  nursing  a  baby  15  months  old. 
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Calling  to  mind  the  words  of  Prof.  Miegs,  I  asked  myself,  "  Is 
this  woman  mistaken?'^  After  she  was  well  composed  I  made  an 
examination,  and  found  a  prolapsus  of  perhaps  14  inches,  double 
and  cold  [fannis].  1  inquired  as  to  her  being  pregnant.  She 
answered  she  thought  not,  for  she  had  been  "  regular,"  I  diagnosed 
pregnancy  and  threatening  abortion.     At  this  her  fears    were  al- 

• 

layed,  and  six  hours  later  she  was. delivered  of  a  fcetus  of  the  12th 
to  14th  week  of  gestation. 

Query  :  Did  her  intense  fright  stop  all  of   nature's  efforts  to 
throw  off  the  dead  foetus? 


WOMEN  AS  MEDICAL  MISSIONARIES  IN  CHINA. 

An  assembly  of  medical  students  received  a  severe  rebuke  re- 
cently in  Philadelphia.  While  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  pro- 
fessor who  was  to  deliver  a  clinical  lecture,  they  amused  themselves 
by  bantering  three  lady  students  present.  When  the  mirth  was  at 
its  height  one  of  the  ladies  rose  and  addressed  them.  She  said: 
"  Gentlemen,  I  have  been  for  18  years  a  missionary  in  China.  The 
Chinese  have  no  medical  science,  and  superstitious  rites  are  chiefly 
relied  on  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  All  the  people  are  in  need  of 
medical  aid,  but  the  women  are  the  neediest.  A  Chinese  woman 
would  under  no  circumstances  go  to  a  male  physician  for  the  treat- 
ment of  any  disease  peculiar  to  her  sex.  She.  would  be  prevented 
by  her  own  womanly  delicacy  and  by  all  the  notions  of  modesty 
held  by  those  around  her.    She  would  suffer  lifelous:  agony  rather 

than  violate  her  sense  of  propriety.  Full  of  sorrow  for  the  suffer- 
ings of  these  women,  I  have  been  looking  in  Christian  America  to 
see  what  hope  of  help  for  them  might  be  here.  I  have  been  glad 
to  find  that  in  some  of  our  great  medical  schools  earnest  and  self- 
sacrificing  women  are  fitting  themselves  for  a  work  of  mercy  in 
Asia  and  other  lands.  Unless  such  women  learn  to  do  such  work 
well  there  is  no  physical  salvation  for  those  afiiicted  one&  And,  in 
behalf  of  those  women,  who  have  no  medical  care  while  they  so 
sorely  need  it,  1  ask  from  you  the  courtesy  of  gentlemen  toward 
ladies  who  are  studying  medicine  in  Philadelphia.^^  The  speaker 
was  Miss  A.  M.  Field,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  her  ooor- 
ageous  address  was  heard  with  attention  and  elicited  an  apology 
from  the  male  students. 
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CASES  TREATED   WITH  THE  "LOWERS'   AND   "LOW- 
EST"   MEDICINAL  ATTENUATIONS. 

BY  GEORGE  LADE,  M.  D.* 

Marvellous  "cures"  by  what  are  called  the  "ultra-high''  po- 
tencies having  been  accorded  an  innings  in  the  Homceqpathic 
World,  I  hope  it  will  give  insertion  to  the  following  cases  which 
made  most  remarkably  rapid  recoveries  after  the  administration  of 
the  **  lower  "  and  "  lowest "  attenuations.  I  also  hope  that  other 
medical  men  who  usually  employ  the  less  exalted  medicinal  agents 
will  be  induced  to  send  you  the  results  of  their  experience,  and 
thus  iorm  ja  series  of  cases  which  cannot  fail  to  prove  both  interest- 
ing and  instructive  to  the  profession. 

The  cases  I  shall  adduce  make  no  pretensions  to  surpass,  or 
even  equal,  in  brilliancy  those  recorded  by  your  contributors  who 
deal  exclusively  with  the  higher  potencies,  still  I  think  the  un- 
biassed reader  will  agree  with  me  that  there  is  not  very  much  to 
choose  between  the  results  of  the  two  extreme  methods  of  treat- 
ment. But  were  there  a  greater  difference  than  there  is,  as  a  prac- 
titioner of  long  standing  and  large  experience,  I  should  hardly  be 
justified  in  abandoning  the  practice  I  have  hitherto  pursued  with 
80  much  satisfaction  to  patient  and  physician  alike,  for  that  which 
does  not  appear  to  me  as  yet  to  possess  any  superior  advantage. 
Indeed,  the  advantage,  if  any,  rather  pertains  to  the  treatment  I 
lavor.  For  when  a  Tow  dilution  is  given  both  the  doctor  and  the 
invalid  may,  if  so  inclined,  assure  themselves  that  a  medicine  is 
actually  being  administered,  whereas  when  one  of  the  "  higher  " 
preparations  is  prescribed  it  is  utterly  beyond  the  power  of  the 
most  skilled  scientist  to  prove  the  presence  of  any  remedial  agent, 
except  those  substances  usually  found  in  the  menstruum  in  which 
the  attenuated  drug  is  supposed  to  be  dissolved. 

I  do  not  mean  to  insmuate  that  there  is  no  virtue  in  these  po- 
tencies, or  in  the  undreamt-of  potencies  whose  advent  is  to  astonish 
the  world,  I  know  not  the  ranee  or  expansibility  of  the  latent 
forces  of  drugs  ;  and  in  chronic  cUseases  I  occasionally  avail  >,my self 
of  dilations  greatly  beyond  what  I  generally  employ  ;  but  so  long 
as  I  have  to  depend  upon  others  for  the  preparation  of  medicines,  1 
farust  I  shall  never  so  far  forget  my  responsibility  towards  those 
who  place  their  lives  in  my  hands  as  to  undertake  the  treatment  of 
acute  and  dangerous  illness  with  any  of  the  vaunted  '^  unspeaJkable 
and  incalculable  infinites.^^  If,  in  a  moment  of  unguarded  weak- 
ness, I  should  be  induced  to  do  so,  the  death  of  my  patient  would 
forever  reproach  me  for  having  possibly  contributed  to  the  fatal  re- 
sult. 

•Homoeoilkithic  World. 
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Some  of  your  contributors  seem  to  be  of  opinion  that  Homoeo- 
pathy is  especially  discredited  and  degraded  when  one  of  our  body, 
who  has  probably  none  of  the  pretensions  to  the  infallibility  of  his 
critics,  deems  it  his  duty  to  prescribe  tincture  of  Opium.  They  al- 
so appear  to  maintain  tnat  such  irregular  practice  is  chiefly,  if  not 
solely,  confined  to  those  medical  men  who  deal  mainly  or  exclusive- 
ly wi^h  the  lower  dilutions.  How  far  these  statements  are  true  I 
have  no  means  of  knowing  ;  but  I  happen  to  be  personally  ac- 
quainted with  so-called  Hahemannians,  who,  while  they  profess  to 
be  the  purest  of  the  pure  in  practice,  do  not  scruple  to  give  crude 
calomel  to  alternate  and  even  mix  medicines,  and  to  prescribe  the 
unproved  compounds  so  popular  at  present  with  the  allopathic 
faculty  !  Tf  Homoeopathy  is  so  terribly  discredited  and  degraded 
by  the  loose  or  careless  prescribing  of  an  overworked  hnimble  dis- 
ciple of  Hahnemann,  I  wonder  how  much  it  must  suflFer  in  rjBputa- 
tion  by  the  indefensible  action  of  a  self-styled  **'only  true  exponent" 
of  the  law  of  similars.  Making  no  absurd  claims  myself  to  being 
immaculate,  or  endowed  with  the  knowledge  of  the  gods,  I  never- 
theless try  to  be  consistent  and  honest  ;  and  whenever  I  consider  it 
necessary  or  desirable  to  depart  from  the  generally- to-be- trusted 
path  made  by  our  illustrious  master,  I  do  so  openly,  and  mostly 
give  my  reason  for  every  outward  step  that  I  take.  It  is  to  be 
charitably  hoped  that  our  professional  brother  who  administered 
the  Laudanum  had,  and  gave  to  his  patient,  good  reasons  for  what 
he  did. 

In  order  to  prevent  any  misunderstandins:,  it  is  only  right  that 
I  should  exonerate  the  prominent  Hahnemannians  from  any  par- 
ticipation in  the  very  questionable  practices  of  a  few  of  their  ad- 
herents. 

With  these  prefatory  remarks  I  proceed  to  give  a  condensed 
report  of  my  cases.  The  totality  of  the  objective  and  subjective 
symptoms,  I  may  state,  determined  the  choice  of  the  remedy  in 
every  case. 

Case  1. — Vomiting,  apparently  due  to  pregnancy,  almost  inces- 
sant. I  gave  one  drop  of  tinct.  Nux  V,  2k^  in  a  spoonful  of  water. 
Ere  the  liquid  could  pass  the  fauces  the  patient  vomited.  The  dose 
was  immediately  repeated.  From  that  moment  the  vomiting 
ceased. 

Case  2. — This  case  was  very  similar  to  the  foregoing.  The 
patient  had  suffered  in  the  same  way  on  former  occasions,  and  no 
allopath  ever  gave  her  the  slightest  relief.  Puis.  2x  eflfected  a  per- 
manent cure  in  one  day. 

Case  3. — This  patient,  whom  I  saw  for  the  first  time  between 
6  and  7  on  a  Sunday  evening,  presented  the  usual  symptoms  of 
Acute  Pleuritis  in"  its  early  stage.  I  mixed  one  drop  of  tinct. 
Aconitum     with    twelve    ounces     of    distilled    water,  aqd  after 
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Tigorously  shaking  the  mixture,  ordered  a  dessert-spoonful,  at  first 
ever  half-hour,  and  afterwards  less  frequently.  On  visiting  the 
patient  about  noon  of  the  following  Wednesday,  I  found  him  sit- 
ting cross-legged,  busily  engaged  at  his  work,  that  of  a  journeyman 
tailor,  quite  recovered. 

Case  4. — Case  of  Pneumonia  in  a  boy  aged  seven  years.  Half- 
drop  doses  of  tinct.  Aeon.  Ix  were  given,  and  the  patient  was  pack- 
ed in  cold  wet  sheets  three  times  a  day.  On  the  third  day  the  little 
fellow  was  running  about  his  bedroom  quite  well. 

Case  5. — Similar  to  No.  4  both  in  symptoms,  treatment,  and 
results* 

Case  6. — The  most  pungently  offensive  case  of  Ozaena  I  ever 
met  with.  It  was  of  thirteen  years'  duration.  Drop  doses  of 
tinct,  Aur.'Mur,  2x  were  given  three  times  a  da}'.  During  the 
fifth  week  the  cure  was  considered  complete. 

Case  7. — Neuralgia  off  and  on  for  three  years.  Homoeopaths 
and  allopaths  had  equally  failed  to  make  any  impression  upon  the 
disease.  Trit.  A^^sen,  Alb.  2x  in  half-grain  doses  cured  the  case  in 
a  week. 

Case  8  — Neuralgia  of  five  weeks'  standing.  A  permanent 
cure  was  effected  by  trii.  Arsen.- Alb.  2x  in  four  days. 

Case  10. — Sciatica  of  the  left  leg  of  more  than  twelve  months. 
Had  been  taking  large  doses  of  Opium  to  ease  the  pain,  for  a  long 
time,  before  she  consulted  me,  Colocunfh  2x  effected  a  cure  within 
a  fortnight. 

Case  11. — Violent  cerebral  neuralgia  in  a  child  seven  years  old. 
High  and  low  dilutions  failed  to  touch  the  complaint.  Quinine  in 
two-grain  doses  cured  in  three  days. 

Case  12. — Severe  colic  of  twelve  hours  duration,  apparently 
from  eating  a  chicken  pie  rather  ^*high."  Tiijet.  Arsen.  Alb.  3x 
was  ordered.  After  the  second  dose,  administered  within  ten  min- 
utes of  the  first  one,  the  patient  fell  asleep,  and  awoke  some  hours 
afterwarcfs  quite  well. 

Case  13. — Similar  to  the  preceding,  the  writer  being  the  pa- 
tient.    Colocynth  2x  cured  within  half  an  hour. 

Case  14. — Case  of  Acutc^  Dyspepsia  in  a  medical  man  of 
**  high  "-potency  proclivities.  Having  failed  to  cure  himself,  he 
consulted  me.   I  gave  him  tinct.  Niix  Ix.    He  was  cured  forthwith. 

Case  15. — Dyspepsia  in  a  young  lady  of  about  fifteen  years  of 
age.  Had  been  under  the  care  of  the  medical  man  referred  to  in 
the  former  case  without  benefit.  Trit.  Santon.  2x  cured  the  patient 
in  a  few  days. 

Case  16. — Dyspepsia  with  yellow  leucorrhoea.  Sej^ia  6  was 
given.  The  stomach  symptoms  gave  way  in  a  few  days,  the  leucor- 
rhosa  in  a  fortnight.  Sepia  when  indicated  rarely  fails  me  in  the 
6th  dilution. 
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Case  17. — Dysenteric  Diarrhoea  in  a  child  sixteen  months  old. 
Had  been  ill  two  months  and  a  half.  Tinct.  Arsen,  3x  cured  per- 
manently in  a  few  hours. 

Case  18. — Chronic  Diarrhoea  of  four  years  duration  in  a  child 
under  five  years  of  age.  Trit.  Merc-Bin,  3x  effected  a  complete 
cure  in  four  days. 

Case  19. — English  Cholera,  the  prominent  symptoms  being  a» 
usual  vomiting,  purging:,  and  cramp.  I  prescribed  Irisin  2x.  The 
first  dose  stopped  the  vomiting  ;  the  patient  quite  recovered  in  a 
few  hours. 

Case  20. — Ague  of  long  standing,  characterised  by  excessive 
sweating.    Pho8,  Acid  Ix  cured  the  case  in  a  few  days. 

Case  21. — Enteric  Fever  in  a  patient,  aged  nineteen,  who  had 
been  ill  about  a  week  when  I  was  consulted.  On  the  fifteenth  day 
of  my  attendance  the  fever  symptoms  disappeared.  The  only  med- 
icines administered  were  Baptisia  Ix,  Arsenicum  Alb,  3x,  Phos. 
Acid  2x  in  succession. 

Case  22, — Enteric  Fever  in  a  younger  brother  of  Case  21.  He 
had  been  unwell  for  two  days  when  my  attention  was  drawn  to  him* 
Bry.  2x  and  Baptisia  Ix  were  given  in  succession.  On  the  twelfth 
day  of  the  illness  the  fever  left. 

Case  23. — Enteric  Fever.  This  patient  was  the  youngest 
brother  of  Case  21,  Saw  him  the  same  day  that  he  complained  of 
being  unwell.  Baptisia  Ix  was  the  only  medicine  given.  In  five 
days  convalscence  commenced. 

300,  Bath  Street,  Glasgow. 


Plaster  of  Paris  as  an  Anti-Periodic— (754^  QuinoUh 
gist) — Prof.  Maiseb,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  told  the  following  good  stoTy :  "  I 
remember  a  bark  which  was  brought  from  Central  America, 
which  posssessed  valuable  anti-periodic  properties.  There  waa 
no  doubt  of  its  possessing  these,  ft  was  called  liacaUo  bark. 
In  the  investigation  of  this  bark  a  proximate  principle  waa 
obtained  in  white  crystals.  In  the  hands  of  several  physicians  it 
proved  to  be  a  very  active  anti-periodic.  I  corresponded  vritili 
the  gentleman,  and  said  that  I  thought  it  was  but  sulphate  of 
calcium.  He  sent  some  samples,  but  I  wouldn't  trust  to  my 
experiments  alone,  and  handed  some  to  Prof.  Sadtler  and  to  Prof 
Power,  and  they  agreed  with  me  that  it  was  nothing  hn£  sulphate 
of  calcium.  Of  course  after  that  the  stufi  didn't  possess  any 
wonderful  properties  at  all."  '   . 
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ON  THE  PHYSIOLOGICAL  ACTION  AND  THERAPEUTIC 

USE  OP  GLONOINE  (NITRO-GLYCERINE) 

AND    AMYL    NITRITE.* 


BY  ALFRED  C.   POPE,   M.   D., 
Late  Lecturer  on  Mat«ria  Medica  at  the  Loiidun  School  of  IIom(£Oi)athy 


GLONOINE. 

The  mode  of  actioD  of  this  only  too  well  known  explosive  up- 
on the  human  organism  was  first  studied  for  the  purpose  of  utilis- 
ing it  as  a  medicine  by  the  late  Dr.  Constantine  Hering,  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  year  1848.  He  it  was  who  coined  for  it  the  some- 
what fanciful  name  of  *"  Glonoine^^''  deriving  the  word  from  the 
notation  of  its  supposed  chemical  composition.  Glycerine  he 
regarded  as  an  oxide  o{  glycerile^  Gl.  0.;  and  nitro-glycerine  being 
formed  by  the  action  of  nitric  acid  upon  glycerine^  it  read  Gl.  0. 
NO*  to  which  he  added  the  terminal  "  ine.''  It  is  now  chemically 
described  as  a  glyceric  trinitrate^  and  its  formula  is  C^Bg  (NO 3)^. 

Its  preparation,  by  the  action  of  a  mixture  of  nitric  and  snU 
phuric  acids  upon  glycerine^  requires  the  greatest  care,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  force  with  which  it  is  liable  to  explode.  It  is  soluble 
in  alcohol.    The  solution  is  a  clear  colorless  fluid. 

Nitroglycerine  was  discovered  by  the  French  chemist  Sobr^ro, 
in  1834,  and  in  the  Comptes  Bendus  for  1847,  he  described  its  com- 
position and  chemical  properties.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  he 
observed,  that  '*a  very  minute  quantity  produces  a  violent  head- 
ache for  several  hours."  Reading  this  it  was,  that  induced  Hering 
to  make  the  experiments  with  it  that  have  since  borne  such  valu- 
able fruit.  The  results  of  these  experiments  were  published  in  the 
British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy  for  18i9.  Early  in  1853,  Dr.  Dud- 
geon instituted  a  series  of  experiments  upon  himself  and  some 
friends  ;  his  observations,  numbering  twenty-six  in  all,  were  also 
recorded  in  the  Journal,  and  to  them  some  illustrations  of  the 
clinical  applications  and  therapeutic  power  of  glonoine  are  added. 
In  the  Medical  Times  and  Gazette  for  1858  and  1859  the  details  oi 
some  experiments  by  Mr.  Field,  now  of  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  then 

•A  lecture  delirered  at  the  London   School  of  Honucopathy,   Session   1882-3.— Monthly 
HomoM^Mthic  Beviev. 
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practicing  in  Brighton,  are  given.  They  originated  in  Mr.  Field 
offering  in  joke  or  ridicule  of  homoeopathic  medicines  to  take  a 
bottleful  of  any  medicine  in  the  pocket  case  of  the  late  Dr.  Hilbers. 
The  challenge  was  so  far  accepted  that  Dr.  Hilbers  gave  him  two 
drops  of  the  1st  centesimal  dilution  oi  glonolne.  The  characteristic 
headache  soon  made  its  appearance,  and  Mr.  Field  then  pursued 
that  inquiry  into  the  action  of  glonoine  which  has  led  some  people 
to  suppose  that  he  was  the  discoverer  of  its  medicinal  properties. 

Mr.  Field's  communication  gave  rise  to  experiments  by  Dr. 
Thorowgood,  Mr.  James,  a  student  at  University  College,  Dr."  Geo. 
Harley,  and  the  late  Dr.  Fuller,  of  St.  George's  Hospital.  The  two 
latter,  however,  found  themselves  to  a  very  great  extent  proof 
against  the  powerful  effects  commonly  experienced  by  other  observ- 
ers. Lastly,  Dr.  Murrell  published,  in  the  Lancet  for  1879,  a  series 
of  experiments  made  by  him  upon  himself  and  a  friend,  together 
with  the  inference  drawn  from  them  that  nitro-glycerine  would  be 
foulid  useful  in  warding  off  attacks  of  angina  pectoris,  and  probab- 
ly in  curing  the  condition  giving  rise  to  them.  In  support  of  his 
conclusion  he  adduced  several  striking  and  interesting  cases,  show- 
ing great  amelioration,  and  in  one,  at  least,  apparent  cure  from  its 
persistent  use  in  physiologically  acting  doses. 

The  observations  made  by  all  these  experimenters,  together 
w^ith  some  others  from  foreign  sources,  you  will  find  collected  in 
Allen's  Encyclopcedia  of  Pure  Materia  Medica, 

The  range  of  action  of  glonoine,  though  confined  within  a 
comparatively  narrow  circle,  is  a  very  important  one,  and  one 
which  renders  it  of  great  clinical  value  in  some  serious  and  painful 
cases.  Powerful  as  its  action  is,  it  does  not  make  this  manifest  in 
all  its  intensity  in  every  person.  There  are,  indeed,  few  who  can 
take  it  and  escape  without  some  degree  of  impression  being  made 
upon  them,  but  its  full  effects  are  most  strikingly  observed  when 
physical  depression,  whether  the  result  of  fatigue  or  illness  is  pres- 
ent. For  example  :  the  late  Dr.  Fuller,  of  St.  George's  Hospital, 
took,  on  one  occasion,  two  drops  of  a  one-per-cent.  solution,  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour  after,  one  equal  to  thirty-three,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
more,  one  of  fifty.  Beyond  a  trifling  degree  of  fulness  in  the  head 
at  first,  subsequently  an  elevation  of  the  pulse  to  96,  with  an  in- 
crease of  fulness  about  the  head  and  some  confusion  of  thought^ 
followed,  after  the  last  dose,  by  a  clammy  perspiration,  an  inter- 
mittent pulse  and  some  increase  of  fulness  of  the  head,  these  large 
and  rapidly  succeeding  doses  produced  no  noticeable  effect.  On  the 
other  hand,  Mr.  Field  gave  to  a  hospital  patient  suffering  from 
hemicrania  two  drops  of  the  same  solution,  and  in  about  a  minute ^ 
he  became  pallid,  felt  sick  and  giddy,  his  forehead  was  covered  with 
perspiration,  and  he  sank  almost  unconscious  on  the  bed  by  which 
he  was  standing,   his  pulse  falling  so  much  as  to  be  scarcely  felt. 
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After  talking  some  ammonia  he  revived,  the  headache  was  greatly 
relieved,  and  he  soon  obtained  some  sleep,  to  which  he  had  been  for 
some  days  a  stranger.  Here  you  will  observe  that  the  glonolne  was 
given  to  relieve  a  condition  probably  similar  to  that  which  it  will 
cause  in  a  healthy  person.  (I  say  probably,  because  Mr.  Field  gives 
no  details  of  the  kind  of  hemicrania  the  patient  suffered  from),  and 
hence  the  presence  of  such  symptoms  after  such  a  dose  need,  not 
excite  wonder.  They  do  not,  however,  constitute  an  aggravation, 
in  the  sense  of  an  increase  of  the  suffering  to  relieve  which  the 
medicine  was  prescribed — but  a  development  of  symptoms  usually 
appearing  only  after  a  much  larger  dose  has  been  taken,  and  ap- 
pearing here  on  account  of  the  largely  increased  susceptibility  to  be 
influenced  arising  from  the  kind  of  disease  present. 

Numerous  experiments,  however,  show  that  it  is  far  from  safe 
to  use  even  in  health  such  large  doses  as  those  which  Dr.  Fuller 
took.  Here,  for  instance,  is  an  experiment  recorded  by  Dr.  Dud- 
geon {Brif.  Jour,  of  Hom.^  xi.  p  275): — 

*'  Mr.  B.,  Jan.  27,  1853,  9  p.  m.  In  g(  od  health,  pulse  60.  At 
the  above  hour,  took  one  drop  of  glonoine  Ix  on  a  piece  of  sugar. 
In  about  half-a-minute  perceived  a  throbbing  of  the  temporal  arter- 
ies, soon  accompanied  by  a  rather  severe  throbbing  pain  in  both 
temples.  In  a  few  seconds  more  the  pulse  was  found  increased 
from  60  to  100,  and  the  heart  throbbed  most  violently  and  rapidly. 
In  a  minute  or  two  a  faint,  warm,  sickening  sensation  was  perceiv- 
ed in  the  chest  and  stomach  resembling  the  threatenings  of  sea- 
sickness ;  also  of  slight  giddiness,  especially  on  moving  about. 
The  throbbing  pain  in  the  temples  continued  to  increase  for  about 
ten  or  fitteen  minutes,  then  gradually  diminished,  and  in  about 
half  an  hour  became  considerably  easier  ;  the  feelings  of  nausea 
and  giddiness  also  were  lessened  :  but  on  returning  up  stairs  very 
fast,  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  taking  the  medicine,  all 
the  symptoms  recurred  with  double  force.  (Felt,  a  sensation  of 
warmth  and  fulness  down  the  arms,  as  if  in  the  course  of  the  cuta- 
neous nerves ;  also  a  similar  sensation  in  the  sciatic  nerve,  and 
some  warm,  dull  aching  in  the  loins  ;  but  these  symptoms  last  but 
a  very  short  time).  The  temples  ached  and  throbbed  excessively, 
and  there  was  great  nausea  and  giddiness.  However,  in  a  few  min- 
utes there  was  an  abatement  of  these  sensations,  but  leaving  slight 
naasea  and  throbbing  pain  in  the  temples. 

A  supper  of  oysters  and  stout  removed  nausea,  but  the  throb- 
bing pain  in  the  temples  continued,  and  was  very  readily  aggrava- 
ted by  any  exertion  of  walking,  talking  or  reading.  Went  to  bed 
at  twelve,  had  less  pain  in  the  recumbent  posture,  especially  when 
lying  on  either  side  ;  kept  well  all  night.  On  waking  in  the 
morning,  felt  slight  pain  or  rather  uneasiness  in  the  temples,  with 
tendency  to  nausea  and  giddiness,   which  have  continued  all   day. 
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Feels  fullness  of  the  temples  and  very  slight  nausea  whilst   now 
writing,  at  8  p.  m." 

These  symptoms  all  arose  from  taking  one-tenth  of  a  grain. 
Dr.  Fuller  took  during  a  short  time  fully  ten  times  as  much  or  one 
grain.  Mr.  Brangwin's  experiment  is  a  very  interesting  and  in- 
structive one,  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  I  cannot  help  regretting 
that  he  did  not  persevere  in  taking  a  daily  dose  for  a  week.  1 
think  that  by  his  so  doing  we  ^should  have  had  a  much  fuller  ac- 
quaintance with  the  action  of  the  drug  than  we  have. 

Again,  we  have  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Murrell  as  to  the  power  of 
a  \ery  small  dose,  probably  one  drop,  or  at  the  most  only  two,  of  a 
one- percent,  solution.  While  seeing  out-patients  at  the  Royal 
Hospital  for  Chest  Diseases  he  applied  the  cork  of  a  bottle  contain- 
ing a  one-per-cent.  solution  to  his  tongue  and  forgot  all  about  it. 
"  Not  for  long,  however,''  he  goes  on  to  state,  "  for  I  had  not  asked 
my  pMient  half  a  dozen  questions  before  I  experienced  a  violent 
pulsation  in  my  head.  *  *  *  The  pulsation  rapidly  increased, 
and  soon  became  so  severe  that  each  beat  of  the  heart  seemed  to 
shake  my  whole  body.  I  regretted  that  I  had  not  taken  a  more 
opportune  moment  for  trying  my  experiments,  and  was  afraid  the 
patient  would  notice  my  distress  and  think  that  I  was  either  ill  or 
intoxicated.  I  was  quite  unable  to  continue  my  questions,  and  it  was 
as  much  as  I  could  do  to  tell  him  to  go  behind  the  screen  and  undress 
so  that  his  chest  might  be  examined.  Being  temporarily  free  from 
observation,  I  took  my  pulse  and  found  that  it  was  much  fuller 
than  natural,  and  considerably  over  a  hundred.  The  pulsation  was 
tremendous.  1  could  feel  the  beatins:  to  the  very  end  of  my  fingers. 
The  pen  1  was  holding  was  violently  jerk;ed  with  every  beat  of  the 
heart.  There  was  a  most  distressing  sensation  of  fullness  all  oyer 
the  body,  and  I  felt  as  if  I  had  been  running  violently.  I  remain- 
ed quite  quiet  for  four  or  five  minutes,  and  the  most  distressing 
symptoms  gradually  subsided.  I  then  rose  to  examine  the  patient, 
but  the  exertion  of  walking  across  the  room  intensified  the  pulsa- 
tion. I  hdrdly  felt.steady  enough  to  perform  percussion,  and  deter- 
mined to  confine  my  attention  to  auscultation.  The  act  of  bend- 
ing down  to  listen  caused  such  an  intense  beating  in  my  head  that 
it  was  almost  unbearable,  and  each  beat  of  the  heart  seemed  to  me 
to  shake  not  only  my  head  but  the  patient'^  body  too.  On  resum- 
ing my  seat  I  felt  better,  and  was  soon  able  to  go  on  with  my 
work,  though  a  splitting  headache  remained  for  the  whole  after- 
noon." To  these  details  of  a  very  valuable  experiment,  Dr.  Mur- 
rell adds  :  '*  Since  then,  I  have  taken  the  drug  some  thirty  or  forty 
times,  but  I  never  care  to  do  so  unless  I  am  quite  sure  that  I  can 
sit  down  and  remain  quiet  for  a  time,  if  necessary.  It  uniformly 
produces  in  me  the  same  symptoms,  but  they  are  comparatively 
slight  if  I  refrain  from  moving  about  or  exertion  of  any  kind.    The  • 
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acceleration  of  pulse  is  very  constant,  although  sometimes  it 
amounts  to  not  more  thun  ten  beats  in  the  minute.  The  tempera- 
ture remains  unaflFected.  The  pulsation  is  often  so  severe  as  to  be 
acutely  painful.  It  jerks  the  whole  body,  so  that  a  book  held  in 
the  hand  is  seen  to  move  quite  distinctly  at  each  beat  of  the  heart." 
— Lancet^  Jan.  18, 1879.  In  a  subsequent  paper  published  in  the 
same  Journal,  Dr.  Murrell  states  that  he  had  given  the  drug  to 
thirty-five  friends,  who  volunteered  to  take  it,  and  found  that  out 
of  this  number  only  nine  were  not  perceptibly  influenced  by  drop 
doses  of  a  one-per-cent.  solution. 

It  is,  therefore,  a  drug  which  you  must  be  cautious  in  experi- 
menting with,  and  still  more  cautious  in  prescribing.  Neverthe- 
less, it  is  one  our  knowledge  of  which  will  be  materially  increased 
by  further  experiments.  Hitherto  single  doses  only  have  been 
taken  ;  what  is  required  is,  that  a  series  of  such  doses  should  be 
taken  for  a  week  or  so,  the  second  being  followed  before  the  effects 
of  the  first  have  passed  off.  A  great  deal,  I  am  persuaded,  ha^  yet 
to  be  learned  from  investigating  its  action  in  this  way. 

The  few  experiments,  the  details  of  which  I  have  related — and 
these  closely  resemble  those  of  all  which  have  been  made — show, 
that  the  earliest  obvious  indications  of  glonoine'  influence  is  seen  in 
the  excitement  of  the  heart.  Palpitation  or  throbbing  of  the  heart 
becomes  excessive,  and  the  pulse  beats  with  a  rapidly  increasing 
force  and  frequency.  Then  follow  the  consequences  of  this 
abnormal  state  of  the  circulation — such  as  throbbing  in  the  ves- 
sels of  the  neck,  and  throbbing  headache  succeeded  by  faintness  and 
yertigo ;  pulsation  with  ringing  in  the  ears  ;  fllushed  face ;  and  in 
some  instances  retching  and  vomiting. 

The  immediate  cause  of  all  these  symptoms  lies  doubtless  in 
the  alteration  in  the  blood  pressure,  in  the  removal  for  the  time  of 
the  inhibitory  power  of  the  pneumogastric.  Such  being  the  case, 
it  is  probable  that  the  primary  action  of  the  poison  takes  place  in 
the  pnenmogastric  center  situated  in  the  medulla  oblongata. 

For  therapeutic  purposes  it  is  necessary  that  we  examine  these 
symptoms  somewhat  more  minutely. 

The  headache,  we  have  seen,  is  characterised  by  throbbing. 
There  is  a  fullness  aud  rush  of  blood  to  the  head,  which  is  increas- 
ed by  rising,  by  shaking  the  head,  or  still  more  by  attempting  to 
walk.  The  throbbing  is  sometimes  felt  throughout  the  head,  but 
more  commonly  is  limited  to  one  portion,  being  especially  marked 
at  the  vertex,  in  the  occiput,  and  in  one  or  other  temporal  region, 
most  frequently  the  left. 

Associated  with  these  symptoms  are  the  violent  action  of  the 
heart,  rapid  increase  in  the  pulse,  and  faintness  to  which  I  have 
referred. 

Homoeopath ically,  then,  glonoine  will   be  indicated  in  certain 
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forms  of  congestive  headache.  Such  forms  you  will  find  illustra- 
tions of  among  cases  of  threatening  apoplexy  in  subjects  having 
hypertrophied  hearts  ;  in  cases  of  sun-stroke — and  here  glonoine 
has,  in  the  United  States  of  America^  been  found  to  be  of  great 
value.  Some  years  ago  I  met  with  a  case  of  headache  in  a  delicate 
lad  of  13  or  14  j^ears  of  age,  who  had  been  exposed  to  the  heat  of 
the  sun  in  a  hay-field  during  a  hot  summer  day,  and  returned  home 
late  in  the  afternoon  with  a  severe  throbbing  headache  and  a  fall 
quick  pulse.  I  saw  him  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  pre- 
scribed drop  doses  oH  (/lonoine  3x  every  hour  until  he  went  to  sleep. 
This  he  did  after  one  or  two  doses^  and  when  I  called  in  the  morn- 
ing he  was  free  from  pain. 

In  subjects  of  aplethoric  type,  anxiety  and  worry  will  often 
produce  a  headache  very  similar  in  its  phenomena  to  those  which 
arise  from  glonoine.  OF  such  cases  Ur.  Bayes  gives  an  illustration 
{Homoeopathic  Review,  vol.  x.,  p.  108).  The  patient  was  a  middle- 
aged  gentleman,  who,  after  a  too  close  application  to  business,  had 
lor  several  weeks  passed  sleepless  nights,  and  had  at  the  same  time 
the  following  symptoms  :  ''  Red  Face  ;  greatly  injected  eyes  ;  severe 
frontal  and  temporal  headache  ;  adeeplv  furred  tongue  ;  a  pulse  of 
110,  full,  incompressible,  and  bounding  ;  a  general  feeling  of  great 
tension,  with  aching  pains  in  the  limbs.  It  was,"  Dr.  Bayes  adds, 
**iast  such  a  case  as  a  few  years  back  would  have  been  bled 
copiously,  with  the  intention  of  preventing  an  apoplectic  seizure  or 
an  attack  of  brain  fever."  A  few  doses  oi  glonoine  3  were  followed 
by  1\y^.  or  six  hours  sleep,  terminating  in  a  gentle  perspiration,  and 
the  patient  was  able  to  be  at  his  business  the  day  after.  In  three 
days  he  was  quite  well. 

Dr.  Ludwig  Battmann  (AUgem.  Horn,  Zeit.,  Feb.  1865,  and 
British  Journal  of  Homceopathy,  vol.  xxiii.,  p.  435)  narrates  the 
particulars  of  a  case  of  puerperal  convulsions  commencing  two 
hours  after  an  instrumental  delivery,  in  which  twenty-three  par- 
oxysms occurred  during  the  succeeding  hours,  and  where  there 
were,  in  addition  to  complete  unconsciousness  and  violent  strug- 
gling, a  red  flushed  face,  a  quick,  full,  hard  pulse,  violent  throb- 
bing of  the  heart  and  carotids — in  which  he  gave  glonoine  in  the 
2d  dilution.  After  the  first  dose  only  one  short  convulsion  occurred, 
and  the  vascular  system  gradually  calmed  down,  so  that  by  the  fol- 
lowing morning  scarcely  any  excitement  of  pulse  was  perceptible, 
although  the  patient  had  no  sleep.  This,  however^  was  obtained 
on  the  following  day. 

Dr.  Battmann,  in  the  same  paper,  gives  an  example  of  conges- 
tive headache  of  a  kind  which  has  frequently  yielded  to  glonoine. 
The  patient  was  a  laborer  in  an  iron  foundry,  and  sent  for  Dr.  B. 
late  one  evening  in  consequence  of  a  frightful  headache,  which  had 
been  coming  on  since  the  previous  day.    On  visiting  his  patient  he 
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foand  him  running  about  the  room  holding  his  head  pressed  be- 
tween his  hands  as  though  it  would  burst,  sometimes  he  knocked 
his  head  up  against  the  wall.  Pulse  hard,  full,  quick.  Face  red. 
Occasional  ^violent  shoots  in  the  head  causing  him  to  cry  out  aloud, 
sometimes  jerkin gs  through  the  body.  GJonohie  2  was  prescribed. 
The  pain  and  cerebral  congestion  rapidly  subsided,  he  obtained 
some  disturbed  sleep  during  the  night,  and  the  following  day  was 
quite  well.  • 

There  is  another  form  of  cerebral  congestion  to  which  Dr. 
Hughes  draws  especial  attention,  and  where  gJonoine  gives  very 
rapid  relief — that,  namely,  which  occurs  in  women  of  a  plethoric 
habit  in  whom  menstruation  has,  from  some  cause  or  other,  be- 
come suppressed.  Such  an  application  oi  (jlonoiHe  is  well  warrant-' 
ed  by  Dr.  Dudgeon's  12th  experiment.  He  gave  to  a  married  lady, 
28  years  of  age,  in  whom  the  catamenia  were  present,  four  pilules 
saturated  with  the  1st  dec.  dilution  of  fjlonoine.  at  4  p.  m.  *'In  a 
few  minutes  the  pulse  became  very  much  accelerated,  and  she  com- 
plained of  throbbing  and  heaviness  of  the  head,  increased  to  severe 
pain  on  shaking  it.  There  was  also  felt  a  tight  contractive  sensa- 
tion down  the  jaws  on  either  side,  in  the  masseter  muscles,  as  if 
lock-jaw  were  coming  on.  The  catamenia  ceased  immediately,  and 
the  headache  increased  in  violence  towards  evening,  when  severe 
diarrhoea  came  on."  The  catamenia  did  not  resume  their  flow  until 
the  following  morning  on  walking  briskly.''    {Loc.  cit.) 

Jn  the  same  paper  Dr.  Dudgeon  reports  three  cases  of  head- 
ache of  this  kind  depending  upon  suppressed  catamenia  in  which 
the  relief  afforded  by  ^/ow^iM^  was  prompt.  I  have  referred  to 
these  conditions  as  frequently  supplying  cases  where  the  throbbing 
headache  and  other  symptoms  produced  by  glonoine  are  met  with 
but,  at  the  same  time,  wherever  j^ou  find  these  indications  present 
you  may  very  generally  prescribe  this  medicine  with  advantage. 

In  cases  such  as  those  I  have  described  the  cerebral  condition  is 
secondary  to  the  disturbance  of  the  circulation. 

But  I  cannot  resist  the  impression  that,  if  glonoine  were  persist- 
ently '*  proved,"  the  nervous  system  would  be  found,  to  be  directly,  as 
well,  as  indirectly,  affected  by  it.  As  it  is,  there  is  a  certain  amount 
of  evidence  that  such  is  the  case.  Thus,  in  the  17th  volume  of  Ziems- 
sen's  JSticyclopcedia,  tetanic  convulsions,  dyspnoea,  quickened  pulse, 
mydriasis  and  general  paralysis  are  stated  to  have  been  observed  in 
frogs  and  mammals  poisoned  with  it.  And,  after  mentiouiug  the  ef- 
fects ordinarily  observed  in  human  beings,  larger  doses  are  said  to 
have  caused  dyspnoea,  oppression  of  the  chest,  lassitude,  nuiscular 
weakness  and  stiffness  of  the  jaw-muscles. 

The  fact  that  glonoine  in  the  3d  decimal  and  centesimal  dilutions 
has  cured  some  cases  of  neuralgia  seems  to  indicate  that  it  has  a  spec- 
ified influence  upon  some  nerve  tracts  independently    of  its  action  on 
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the  heart.  It  cannot  in  so  small  a  dose  have  a  merely  sedative,  pal- 
liative, antipathic  action.  The  provings  so  far  give  us  no  indications 
guiding  its  selection  in  neuralgia.  Nevertheless,  whether  as  a  forlorn 
hope  in  previously  intractable  cases  or  on  what  grounds  soever,  I  can- 
not say,  but  it  has  been  prescribed  in  some  instances  of  this  form  of 
disease  with  excellent  effect.  The  cases  in  which  it  has  proved  especi- 
ally servicable  have  been  characterised  by  throbbing  pains  in  the 
gums  of  one  side,  rapidly  followed  by  darting  and  stinging  shocks  of 
pain  extending* up walxis  throughout  the  malar  bone  on  the  affected 
side,  and  downwards  to  the  neck.  In  each  recorded  instance  the  pain 
has  been  intensely  severe,  attended  with  considerable  emotional  excite- 
ment. In  several  cases  so  characterised  where  the  suffering  has  per- 
,  sisted  for  several  weeks,  the  use  of  drop  doses  of  the  3d  decimal  dilu- 
tion of  Glonoine  has  been  followed  by  very  prompt  relief.  Dr.  W.  H. 
Evans,  of  Bradford,  in  a  communication  to  the  Homoeopathic  Review, 
vol.  X.,  p.  175,  says  that  he  has  found  it  especially  serviceable  in 
headaches  of  a  neuralgic  character,  and,  indeed,  in  neuralgic  affections 
of  other  parts  of  the  body.  He  adds :  **  I  have  had  some  cases  of 
hemicrania  and  of  facial  neuralgia  which  have  yielded  to  a  few  doses, 
after  having  resisted  for  years  almost  every  kind  of  treatment  which 
could  be  devised.^' 

Dr.  Murrell  inferred,  from  the  character  of  the  physiological 
action  of  the  drug  being  very  similar  to  that  of  amyl  nitrite,  that  it 
would  prove  useful  in  angina  pectoris,  arid  his  conclusion  has  received 
some  very  gratifying  confirmations.  The  pathological  state  present 
in  angina  pectoris — being  one  of  sudden  and  extreme  contraction  of 
the  systemic  arteries,  preventing  the  free  passage  of  blood  to  the  capil- 
laries, or  damming  it  up,  as  it  were,  in  the  heart — is  the  exact  oppo- 
site of  that  produced  hy  gtbnoine.  The  physiological  action  of  the 
drug  relieves  rapidly  the  terribly  painful  spasm  of  the  heart,  and 
though  one  would,  from  similar  attempts  at  procuring  relief  from  dis- 
ease antipathically,  expect  that  the  action  of  the  drug  having  ceased 
the  spasm  would  return  with  full  force,  such  has  not  proved  to  be  the 
case.  Indeed,  in  one  or  two  instances,  when  a  patient  has,  on  the  first 
perception  of  the  approach  of  an  attack,  taken  a  couple  of  drops  of 
the  1st  centesimal  dilution  for  several  months,  he  has  entirely  lost  the 
tendency  to  their  recurrence.  It  is  less  rapid  in  producing  its  influ- 
ence on  the  heart  than  is  nitrite  of  amyl,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  this 
influence  lasts  longer.  The  usual  physiological  effects  of  glonoine^  of 
course,  occur  in  all  instances,  but  these  are  matters  of  singularly 
minor  importance  when  compared  with  those  which  arise  from  angina 
pectoris.  The  following  case,  a  report  of  which  you  will  flnd  in  the 
British  Medical  Journal,  March  27th,  1880,  p.  488,  illustrates  very 
well  the  way  of  using  glonoine  in  angina  pectoris,  and  the  advantages 
to  be  looked  for  from  it.  At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Murrell,  Mr. 
Jameson,  ofCaistor,  who  suffered  severely  from  angina  pectoris,  began 


1884]  MATERIA    MEDICA.  413 

by  taking  two, minims  of  a  one-per-cent.  solution  every  three  or  four 
hours  during  the  day.  He  always  found  relief  if  he  took  the  dose 
when  he  felt  the  first  threatening  of  the  attack,  and  the  paroxysm  was 
staved  off.  He  continued  taking  the  two  minim  dose  regularly  every 
three  or  four  hours  for  four  days,  and  as  the  attacks  did  not  trouble 
him  80  much,  he  began  to  diminish  the  frequency  of  the  dose,  and 
took  it  only  when  he  felt  the  attack  threatening.  He  says :  "  I  al- 
ways carry  an  ounce-and-a-half  bottle  of  the  diluted  solution  in  the 
breast  pocket  of  my  coat,  the  bottle  carefully  marked  for  six  doses,  and 
each  dose  containing  five  minims  of  the  one-per-cent.  solution.  If  I 
&el  an  attack  coming  on,  I  apply  to  my  bottle,  and  at  once  feel  that 
I  am  saved  from  a  paroxysm.  The  action  of  the  medicine  seems  to 
commence  the  moment  that  it  is  swallowed,  just  as  Dr.  M urrell  des- 
cribes. It  produces  always  a  feeling  of  fullness  in  the  head,  singing  in 
the  ears,  and  a  sensation  of  pulsation  all  over,  especially  in  the  head, 
and  even  at  the  root  of  the  nose,  as  if  epistaxis  were  threatened.  I  do 
not  suffer  from  headache,  and  the  congested  feeling  soon  goes  ofi. 
It  is  a  great  boon  to  have  a  remedy  in  which  you  can  have  a  perfect 
confidence  that  the  attacks  can  be  controlled  by  it.  I  have  not  had 
any  severe  attack  of  the  disease  since  I  got  the  solution  and  began  to 
take  the  drug  six  weeks  ago." 

As  I  have  already  stated,  this  application  of  glonoine  is  an  illus- 
tration of  its  antipathic,  not  of  its  homoeopathic  uses. 

In  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  when  there  is  heavy  throbbing  at 
the  precordia,  a  quick,  full  pulse  and  oppression  of  the  respiration, 
this  medicine  gives  much  relief. 

Lastly,  in  some  cases  of  sea-sickness  glonoine  is  homoeopathic. 
They  are  those  where  the  sickness  is  attended  by  severe  throbbing, 
headache  and  great  faintness,  and  in  which  all  the  symptoms  are 
aggravated  by  any  movement.  In  such,  its  usefulness  has  received 
ample  Justification  for  its  prescription.  It  is  not  in  all  cases  of  mal  de 
mer — ^fer  from  it — that  you  will  find  it  serviceable,  but  only  in  that 
kind  of  case  which  I  have  described.  Sea-sickness  manifests  itself  so 
yariously  in  difierent  persons  that  it  is  impossible  to  find  one  medicine 
competent  to  cope  witn  all.  But  as  an  addition  to  our  more  ordinarily 
called  for  remecues,  such  as  eoeeulus,  petroleum,  apomorphia,  &€.,  glono- 
ine will  occasionally  be  worth  remembering. 

With  r^ard  to  dose,  drop  doses  of  the  3d  decimal  or  of  the  3d 
centesimal  are  amply  sufficient  to  secure  its  curative  power,  when  pre* 
Bcribed  homoeopathically.  In  angina  pectoris,  on  the  other  hand, 
where  the  production  or  its  full  physiological  action  is  necessary  to 
obtain  relief,  two  drops  of  the  1st  centesimal  form  a  dose  none  too 
large. 

In  all  cases  it  should  be  prescribed  in  solution.      Globules  and 
pilules  saturated  with  it,  though  active  enough  when  freshly  prepared,^ 
rapidly  lose  their  medicinal  properties. 
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THE  NITRITE  OF  AMYL. 

This  rapidly,  powerfully,  and  withal  briefly-acting  drug  is  a  com- 
paratively recent  addition  to  the  Materia  Medica. 

It  is  prepared  by  the  action  of  nitric  acid  on  amylic  alcohol  or 
insil  oH,  and  is  a  yellowish,  oily,  very  volatile  liquid,  of  a  penetratine 
persistent,  fruity  odor.  Discovered  in  1844,  by  B^lard,  a  French 
chemist,  it  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  medical  profession  by 
Dr.  W.  B.  Richardson,  in  1865.  A  number  of  experiments  have  since 
that  date  been  made  with  it  by  Dr.  Lauder  B  run  ton.  Dr.  Goodhart, 
Dr.  Edward  Blake,  and  others  in  this  country;  by  Dr.  Horatio  Wood, 
Dr.  Walter  Weselhoeft,  Dr.  St.  Clair  Smith,  Dr.  t.  F.  Allen,  and  oth- 
ers in  the  United  States  of  America.  The  results  of  these  experiments 
you  will  find  collected  in  the  first  volume  of,  and  the  appendix  to, 
Allen's  Encyclopcedia ;  in  the  latter  part  the  symptomatology  of  the 
drug  has  been  considerably  added  to  from  a  number  of  recent  provings 
and  the  experiments  of  several  German  physicians. 

The  condition  produced  by  the  amyl  is  essentially  one  of  vaso- 
motor paralysis,  and  greatly  resembles  that  arising  from  the  drug  we 
have  just  been  considering.  The  inhalation  of  one  or  two  drops  rend- 
ers the  action  of  the  heart  tumultuous,  the  pulse  rises  rapidly  to  dou- 
ble the  ordinary  number  of  beats,  the  breathing  is  oppressed  and  hur- 
ried, the  face  swells,  and  becomes  livid  or  of  a  dull  florid  color ;  throb- 
bing is  at  once  felt  in  the  head,  with  intense  fullness  and  heat,  and  a 
sense  of  confusion  with  vertigo.  The  eyes  protrude,  the  conjunctiva 
are  bloodshot,  and,  under  the  ophthalmoscope,  the  veins  of  the  disc 
are  seen  to  become  varicose,  and  the  arteries  to  be  contracted.  There 
is  much  flushing  of  heat  with  tremulousness  and  weakness  in  the  ex- 
tremities, and  a  great  deal  of  fear  and  anxiety  are  present. 

The  occurrence  of  these  symptoms  is  immediate- — more  rapid  and 
intense  than  the  very  similar  ones  produced  by  glonoine  or  nitro-glyo- 
erine.  They  reached  their  acme  of  intensity  with  gre^t  rapidity,  and, 
unless  the  dose  is  repeated,  pass  away  as  quickly,  much  more  so  than 
those  arising  from  glonoine. 

A  case  of  poisoning  by  this  substance  is  reported  in  the  Indiana 
Medical  Reporter  (1880),  by  Dr.  Senter,  of  Evansville,  Indiana,  in 
which  the  condition  that  nitrite  of  amyl  will  produce  is  fairly  describ- 
ed. A  young  lady  had  taken  by  mistake  a  dessert-spoonful  of  nitrite 
of  amyl,  A  druggist  gave  an  emetic  promptly,  and  a  medical  man 
saw  her  in  25  minutes,  when  she  was  ejecting  great  quantities  of  fluid 
from  the  stomach,  which  saturated  the  wJiole  room  with  an  amy/-like 
odor.  Her  face  was  grayish  white ;  pupils  widely  dilated ;  .  her  eyes 
glassy,  and  rolling  vacantly  in  their  sockets.  The  mouth  was  widely 
open,  breathing  spasmodiq  and  irregular ;  a  few  breaths  would  be  very 
rapid,  then  slow  and  long  drawn  ;  finally  they  ceased  all  rapidity  and 
became  barely  perceptible.  The  pulse  was  irregular  and  jerking  when 
examined  ;  soon,  however,  it  became  so  slow  and  feeble  that  it  could 


1884]  •  •       MATERIA    MEDICA.  415 

not  be  detected  at  the  wrist.  The  patient  is  described  as  being  "  the 
most  limpid,  limber,  relaxed  body  imaginable."  The  skin  was  cold 
and  clammy,  suffused  with  a  moist  adhesive  perspiration  supersaturat- 
ed with  amyL  The  treatment  was  externally  massage,  warmth  to  the 
bead  and  extremities,  alternated  with  ambulatory  flagellation  ;  inter- 
nally, after  free  emesis,  hot  coffee  sometimes  with  sometimes  without 
ten  drops  of  tincture  oj  opium. 

So  far  there  are  only  two  conditions  in  which  ajiiyl  has  been  used 
homoeopathically,  and  one  singilarly  enough  has  been  selected  as  its 
chief  curative  sphere  by  Dr.  Sidney  Ringer.  It  is  that  state  of  flush- 
ing, suddenly  coming  on,  felt  sometimes  in  one  sometimes  in  another 
part  of  the  body,  which  so  frequently  marks  the  climacteric  period. 
At  the  same  time  giddiness,  mental  confusion,  and  headache  are  often 
prominent  symptoms  in  such  cases.  They  resemble  the  more  perma- 
nent of  the  effects  of  amyl — those  which  last  longer  than  the  extreme 
cardiac  tumult  which  is  set  up  at  first.  Dr.  Ringer  also  found  that  in 
these  cases  the  third,  th^  tenth,  and  even  in  some  instance^  the 
thirtieth  of  a  drop  was  a  sufficient  dose. 

The  other  condition  in  which  it  has  been  used  successfully  by  Dr. 
C  Wesselhoeft,  of  Boston,  is  one  where  the  action  of  the  heart  is  at 
once  tumultuous  and  feeble.  Here  small  doses,  such  as  the  1st  or  2d 
centesimal,  are  sufficient. 

Used  antipathically  nitrite  of  amyl  has,  as  was  first  pointed  out 
by  Dr.  Lauder  Brunton,  no  rival  in  the  relief  it  aflbrds  in  angina 
pectoris — save  in  glonoine.  The  inhalation  of  a  few  drops — most  con- 
veniently accomplished  by  the  cfushing  of  one  of  Allen  &  Hanbury's 
glass  capsules  charged  with  five  drops  in  a  pocket  handkerchief — af- 
fords almost  instantaneous  relief  even  in  very  severe  cases.  As  from 
the  nature  of  its  action  here  we  should  be  led  to  expect,  it  is  palliative 
only,  and  hence  nothing  approaching  a  cure  can  be  said  to  have  re- 
sulted from  its  use.  Still,  in  such  a  condition  as  a  paroxysm  of  angina 
pectoris,  one  is  only  too  thankful  for  a  means  of  rapidly  reducing  a 
spasm  which  threatens  life  so  seriously.  In  a  severe  case,  the  greater 
promptitude  with  which  it  influences  the  heart  gives  it  a  preference 
over  ghiwine. 

In  the  same  way  the  nitrite  has  been  used  to  cut  short  an  epilep- 
tic fit,  and  this  it  has  done  even  when  given  during  the  aura. 

An  American  physician.  Dr.  AValdo,  regards  the  action  of  amyl  in 
epilepsy  as  homoeopathic.  His  argument  is  as  follows :  **  Epilepsy," 
he  sajrs,  "  is  the  result  of  nervous  irritation,  which  is  reflected  upon 
the  vaso-motor  nerves,  producing  contraction  of  the  cephalic  arteries, 
thus  causing  diminished  supply  and  irritation  of  musculo-motor  nerves, 
which  man^ests  itself  by  convulsions,  and  that  when  this  irritation 
ceases  relaxation  of  the  spasm  of  the  arteries  takes  place,  and  paraly- 
sis of  the  vaso-motor  nerves,  and  hence  there  results  congestion.  It  is 
for  this  reason  that  the  epileptic  during  an  attack  fii*st  becomes  deadly 
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pale,  and  that  there  is  a  tonic  spasm  of  all  the  voluntary  muscles,  fol- 
lowed, in  a  few  seconds,  by  a  returning  color  to  the  face,  which  soon 
becomes  livid  and  purple,  indicating  the  congestion  ;  then  the  tonic 
spasms  become  clonic,  which  in  turn  yield  to  coma,  until  the  circulation 
becomes  re-established  by  the  recovery  of  tone  on  the  part  of  the  vaso- 
motor nerves,  and  the  contraction  of  the  arteries."  As  showing  that 
it  does  effect  something  more  than  mere  palliation  in  epilepsy,  Dr. 
Waldo  reports  the  following  case  : — "  A  lady  had  been  suffering  fi*om 
epilepsy  for  four  years.  An  attack  would  come  on  once  in  from  ten  to 
twenty  days.  She  would  feel  suddenly  dizzy,  and  have  to  sit  or  lie 
down  immediately.  She  uttered  a  slight  cry  beford^  the  attack,  and 
the  upper  limbs  were  convulsed  with  clonic  spasms.  She  did  not 
sleep  after  the  attack.  She  frequently  had  twitching  of  the  muscles 
of  the  neck  and  back,  and  sometimes  of  the  extremities.  There  were 
no  premonitory  symptoms.  Nine  inhalations  of  the  nitrite  of  amyl 
were  administered  two  or  three  times  each  week  for  eight  weeks ; 
three  inhalations  being  given  at  a  time,  with  a  few  minutes  intermis- 
sion, and  then  three  more,  and  so  on,  with  the  effect  of  entirely  curing 
her.  The  only  symptom  noticed  from  the  administration  of  the  drug 
being  a  slight  spasmodic  cough  and  a  considerably  increased  number 
of  beats  of  her  pulse." 

Amyl  has  also  been  found  to  be  of  great  service  in  preventing  a 
fatal  issue  from  an  overdose  of  chloroform.  In  these  cases  it  is  ad- 
ministered, as  it  is  in  angina  pectoris,  by  crushing  one  of  Allen  & 
Hanbury's  capsules  in  a  handkerchief  held  over  the  nose  and  mouth 
of  the  patient.  • 

Tunbridge  Wells,  January,  1884. 

m 

Drawing  a  Color  Line. — {Pdcific  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,) — The  Washington,  D.  C,  National  College  of  Phar- 
macy has  been  the  scene  of  some  unpleasantness  between  the 
two  races  owing  to  the  admission  of  a  colored  student,  Oscar  M. 
Atwood.  On  November  26,  at  the  evening  lecture,  wheu  the 
colored  man  entered,  38  of  the  class  rose  in  a  body  and  left  the 
room,  leaving  only  eight  students  at  their  desks.  The  secedents 
announced  their  intention  of  staying  away  as  long  as  the  colored 
man  was  allowed  to  remain,  but  the  faculty  remaining  firm  they 
decided  to  return.  It  is  said  that  no  more  colored  students  will 
be  admitted.  Commenting  on  the  above  occurrence  the  Drug^ 
gisti  Circvlar  says:  "The  Washington  College  of  Pharmacy 
calls  itself  '  National.'  Its  students  should  understand  that  nar- 
rowmindedness  and  prejudice  are  not  in  keeping  with  such  an  ap- 
pellation." The  New  York  College  numbers  among  itB  gradu- 
ates and  students  several  colored  men,  not  one  of  whom  has  ever 
'brought  any  discredit  on  pharmacy.  ^ 


1884]  AMERICAN  OBSERVER.  417 


(M^ita^u  ^cic4'VCc-< 


c^  /I 


BUSHROD  AV.  JAMES,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  PHILADELPHIA,  EDITOR. 


SANITARY  NOTES,  by  the  editor. 

PoisoKOUS  Wall  Papers. — Messrs.  Sim  &  Barclay,  manufact- 
urers of  wall  papers,  in  Edinburgh,  publish  the  following  : 

"In  a  long  and  practical  experience  as  color  manufacturers  we 
liave  nerer  known  arsenic  used  in  the  manufacture  of  any  color 
suitable  for  wall  papers  except  emerald  green.  This  bright  and 
beautiful  color  has  never  been  equalled  by  any  non-arsenical  green. 
But  it  is  expensive,  and  of  very  poor  covering  properties.  For 
pjreens,  blacks,  blues,  browns,  reds,  yellows,  etc.,  either  dry  or  in 
oil,  the  color  maker  has  no  need  to  use  arsenic  and  we  cannot  con- 
ceive what  object  would  be  served  b}'  his  doing  so,  and  certainly 
he  would  not  do  so  in  reducing  a  color  to  a  tint  with  white.  Years 
ago,  a  yellow  was  called  "Kings,"  or  ''canary"  yellow,  containing 
arsenic:  but  it  is  long  out  of  date,  and  was  only  used  by  coach 
painters.  The  whole  matter  rests  upon  the  medium  by  which  the 
tint  or  color  is  fixed  to  the  paper  or  wall,  and  the  volatility  of  any 
component  part.  Every  emerald  green  is  perfectly  harmless  if 
properly  secured  by  oil  or  varnish;  but  when  used  in  cheap  and 
showy  papers,  where  there  is  little  or  no  fixing  material,  we  can 
understand  there  is  danger  if  exposed  to  undue  heat.  In  better 
class  papers  it  is  seldom  used.  In  re2:ard  to  abstaining  from  use 
of  poisonous  metallic  substances  in  the  manufacture  of  wall  papers, 
vre  can  only  say  that,  unless  scraped  off  and  eaten,  they  are  per- 
fectly harmless. 

A  National  Longevity  Uniox. — An  association  has  been 
formed  in  Erie,  Pa.,  bearing  this  title.  Tiie  object  of  the  guild  is 
to  promote  a  knowledge  of  hygiene.  The  grand  motto  of  sani- 
tation, "An  ounce  of  prevention,  etc."  is]at  last  being  taken  up  by 

the  masses,  and  receivinof  intelligent  consideration. 
27 
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IxTERXATioxAi.  Sanitatiox. — We  need  it.  Our  wisest  na- 
tional legislation  has  more  than  once  been  threatened  by  a  lack  of 
co-operative  power  on  the  part  of  the  European  governments.  We 
trust  that,  before  long  a  well-defined  code  may  be  established,  reg- 
ulating the  interchange  of  commerce  between  this  and  foreign 
countries,  with  especial  reference  to  sanitary  precautions. 

A  New  Building,  intended  for  the  cremation  of  the  dead  has 
been  erected  in  the  Carapo  Nerano,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Rome. 
It  is  divided  into  three  parts;  the  hall,  reserved  for  the  relatives  of 
the  deceased;  the  furnace,  .and  the  catacombs.  The  increasing 
dread  of  infectious  disease  is  expected  to  lead  to  a  considerable  in- 
crease in  the  practice  of  cremation  in  Rome. — Med.  and  Surg.  Re- 
porter. 

Master  Plumbers'  Associations. — The  St.  Louis  Association, 
through  a  special  committee  is  endeavoring  to  expose  the  bad  work 
done  by  plumbers  in  that  city,  and  to  make  special  praiseworthy  men- 
tion of  notably  good  work  at  the  same  time.  The  Chicago  asso- 
ciation is  considering  the  apprentice  question,  a  very  grave  and  im- 
portant one. 

Devices  for  Abating  the  Smoke  Nuisance. — Dr.  Paton,  in  his 
recent  report  to  the  Chicago  Board  of  Health,  after  an  exhaustive 
paper  of  value  upon  the  smoke  nuisance,  sums  up  the  various  de- 
vices for  its  abatement,  none  of  which,  howev«|rare  altogether  satis- 
factory. With  proper  management  and  an  intelligent  direction, 
some  of  these  devices  reduce  the  nuisance   to   a  minimum:  and. 

• 

when  great  care  is  observed,  remove  it  altogether. 

1.  Automatic  firing.    This  is  an  excellent  principle. 

2.  Alternate  firing,  also  considered  very  suitable.  It  con- 
sists in  having  two  separate  furnaces  and  sets  of  fire  bars,  etc.  A, 
is  fired  and  the  gases  compelled  to  pass  over  or  through  the  incan- 
descent fuel  in  B,  and  vice  versa. 

3.  Sloping  bars,  either  toward  the  front  or  rear,  or  laterally 
upward  or  downward  are  considered  favorably  by  those  who  prefer 
the  cooking  method  of  frying. 

4.  Movable  fire  bars,    These  may  be  either  on  the  principle 
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of  the  endless  chain  or  of  a  rotary  fire  grate.     Liability  to  get  out 
of  repair  and  expense  in  the  matter  of  fuel  militate  against  them. 

5.  The  cooking  principle  already  spoken  of, 

6.  .Washing  the  products.  This  gets  rid  of  the  nuisance,  sa 
far  as  the  mechanical  objections  are  concerned,  and  some,  though 
not  all,  of  the  chemical.  It  has,  however,  been  entirely  discarded 
in  Europe. 

7.  High  chimneys  have  been  recommended  by  some,  but  in 
my  opinion  have  not  fulfilled  what  was  promised  of  them. 

8.  Air  currents.  There  is  a  great  variety  of  these,  both  hot  and 
cold,  from  front  impinging  on  flame  laterally,  also  on  theflame  lateral- 
ly through  the  bridge  wall,  and  from  the  rear  through  the  bridge  wall. 
Some  are  introduced  by  means  of  steam  jets,  whilst  some  are  passed 
in  dry  by  means  of  the  natural  draughts. 

9.  Deflectors.    These  are  brick  or  metal  projections  from  be- 
neath the  boiler,  in  front  and  in  rear  of  the  ordinary  bridge  wall 
They  have  been  of  considerable  value  on  locomotive  boilers,  though 
some  claim  they  are  liable  to  warp  some  of  the  boiler  plates.    My 
own  knowledge  dcres  not  agree  with  this  opinion. 

10.  Doors.  These  are  sometimes  perforated,  slit  or  hanging, 
and  seem  to  be  of  advantage  in  some  cases,  admitting  air  to  the  fire 
box  itself,  as  do  all  the  air  jets,  wet  or  dry. 

11.  Mixed  devices.  These  are  compilations  of  ideas  taken 
from  two  or  more  of  the  above  designs.  They  are  rarely  worked 
upon  by  men  who  have  inventive  genius. 

12.  Petroleum  jets.  These  have  been  tried  in  several  places, 
but  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  with  but  poor  success.  Steam  has  to  be 
raised  in  the  boilers  before  they  can  be  applied. 

13.  Smoke  burners.  These  are  devices  which  return  the 
smoke  underneath  the  fire  bars.  I  am  not  particularly  impressed 
with  them,  as  I  believe  them  to  be  valueless. 

14.  Boiler  setting.    This,  as  has  been  said  before,  is  a  great 

item  for  consideration  under  this  subject,  and  may  be  spoken  of  as 
devices  built  for  economy  of  fuel,  by  giving  a  very  large  space  for 
the  perfect  intermingling  of  the  gases  of  the  coal  and  of  the  atmos- 
phere. 
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Precautions  Against  "  Scamped  "'  Plumbing.— To  obtain  a  li- 
cense in  Chicago,  the  plumber's  application  must  be  signed  by  two  li- 
censed plumbers,  and  he  must  also  give  a  satisfactory  bond  to  the  city 
authorities.  The  license  committee  of  the  Master  Plumbers'  Associ- 
ation will  hereafter  subject  such  applicant  to  an  examination,  to 
prevent  the  wrong  men  from  getting  into  the  wrong  places.  In- 
discriminate licensing  is  thus  put  an  end  to. 

The  American  Public  Health  Association. — The  history  of  . 
the  American  Public  Health  Association  well  illustrates  the  growth 
of  sanitary  science  in  the  United  States.  The  association  was  or- 
ganized in  1872,  largely  through  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Stephen  Smith, 
of  New  York,  having,  at  its  organization,  scarcely  forty  members. 
It  has  had  enrolled,  during  the  ten  years  of  its  existence,  over  700 
members  and  there  are  probably  five  hundred  members  now.  The 
influence  which  this  body  of  representative  men  has  exerted  to- 
ward improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  our  people  has  been  very 
wholesome. — Sanitary  News, 

A  remedy  for  the  Pollution  of  Rivers. — Mr.  Kingzette,  F. 
I.  C,  F.  C.  S.,  in  a  recent  number  of  the  British  Medical  Journal  said; 
"We  well  understand  the  danger  of  contaminating  our  rivers  with 
filth  which  breeds  disease;  and  we  also  well  understand  the  enor- 
mous difficulty  and  cost  of  finding  and  using  another  source  of  sup- 
ply for  the  metropolis.  In  this  quandary  it  is  not  surprising  if  we 
involuntarily  turn  to  the  system  of  water  carriage,  now  almost  uni- 
versally in  use  (thanks  to  engineers),  as  the  source  of  all  this 
trouble:  and  I,  for  one,  think  that  the  shortest  way  out  of  all  this 
difficulty  is  to  return  to  the  dry  closet  system,  taking  advantage  of 
chemical  means  (of  which  there  are  plenty),  to  prevent  the  excreta 
from  becoming  a  source  of  pollution  and  disease.  Our  water 
courses  would  then  in  due  time  resume  their  original  purity;  we 
should  be  no  longer  exposed  to  the  puffs  of  gas,  loaded  with  dis- 
eased germs,  and  poisons  which  escape  from   the  sewers  into  our 

houses,  and  from  the  ventilators  into  our  streets,  and  we  should 
cease  to  commit  the  enormous  folly  of  throwing  into  the  sea  those 
valuable  substances  which,  in  the  natural  order  of  things,  should 
be  immediately  returned  to  the  soil  which  grows  our  food." 
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French  Legislation  on  Food  Adulterations. — The  French 
Government  has  lately  published  a  decree  establishing  a  National 
Council  of  Experts  on  the  subject  of  Food  Adulterations.  The 
members  appointed  are  mostly  from  the  National  Health  Board, 
which  contains,  happily  for  that  country  many  of  the  most  distin- 
guished chemists  and  biologists  in  the  world. 

Reform  in  Coffins. — The  abolition  of  wooden  coffins  for 
burialis  being  advocated,  and  the  substitution  of  glass  ones  is  urged 
as  a  preventive  of  tbe  noxious  effects  resulting  from  the  escape  of 
gases.  These  glass  coffins  should  be  '*  thick,  opaque,  and  hermet- 
ically sealed  with,  a  silicated  mastic  as  unalterable  as  the  glass." 
Bodies  can  be  further  preserved  for  an  indefinite  period  by  the  ad- 
dition of  two  tubulars,  one  for  the  entrance  of  some  anti-putrid 
gas,  and  one  for  the  exit  of  the  air. 

School  Hygiene  in  France. — The  following  has  been  adopted 
by  the  Academic  de  Medicine  in  regard  to  contagious  diseases  in 
school  :  "  Pupils  aifected  with  small  pox,  scarlet  fever,  measles  and 
dipththeria,  should  be  isolated  for  40  days  ;  for  chicken  pqx  and 
mumps,  25  days  are  enough.  A  pupil  should  not  be  readmitted  to 
school  after  recovery,  except  on  the  certificate  of  a  physician,  tes- 
tifying to  the  proper  disinfection  and  isolation." 

The  Disposal  of  Excreta  in  Manchester. — This  ancient 
English  city  employs  a  peculiar  method  in  the  disposal  of  its  ex- 
creta. Sixty  thousand  old-fashioned  privies  have  been  destroyed 
in  the  past  ten  years,  and  each  house  now  has  a  dry-earth  closet, 
the  contents  of  which  must  be  reuioved  at  stated  intervals..  The 
farmers  buy  the  soil  and  use  it  for  manure  and  mortar. 

The  Hog  Question.— It  is  now  generally  held  that  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  importation  of  American  hogs  into  Germany  had 
its  birth  in  economic  reasons  rather  than  sanitary.  The  Geruian 
farmers  found  their  stock  depreciated  in  value  owing  to  the  supe- 
rior nature  of  the  American  article.  Prof.  Virchow  says  that  if 
the  nation  wishes  to  be  consistent,  it  should  prohibit  the  raising  of 
hogs  in  Germany. 

Wise  Words  from  Connecticut. — In  a  recent  report.  Dr. 
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Chamberlaiu,  of  Connecticut,  as  reported  in  the  Sanitary  Newa^ 
said,  amongst  other  good  things  : — "  The  effect  of  unsanitary  influ- 
ences inside  the  house  has  been  shown  in  repeated  instances.  In 
several  cases,  where  everything  was  apparently  rischt,  a  careful 
search  revealed  very  serious  defects.  Lead  soil-pipes  are  sources  of 
constant  danger  ;  one  day,  to  all  appearance,  perfectly  sound  ;  the 
next,  large  rents  from  corrosions  appear,  or  the  seams  separate.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  air  from  drains  that  has  been  in  contact 
with  putrescing  organic  matter  is,  by  far,  more  dangerous  when 
mingled  with  the  atmosphere  of  the  house  than  with  the  air 
of  the  street.  With  the  present  lack  of  proper  ventilation,  the 
impurities  are  confined  in  the  house  where  there  is  seldom  a  com- 
plete change  of  the  whole  atmosphere  of  a  room,  with  all  the  advan- 
tage given  by  cracks  and  crevices,  so  that  the  air  is  proportionately 
much  more  contaminated,  and  sooner  or  later  the  disease  germs 
find  their  way  into  the  system." 

Flats  vs.  Separate  Houses. — An  authority  says  that  more 
air-spafce  can  be  given  to  each  individual  in  a  flat  than  in  a  separate 
house.  Streets  may  be  wider,  and  a  smaller  area  may  suffice  for  a 
given  number  of  persons.  Paris  is  cited  to  support  this  theory,  it 
being  only  one-quarter  the  size  of  London,  and  having  116  persons 
to  the  acre  ;  the  latter  city  having  but  53.  And  yet  Paris  is  the 
less  crowded  city  of  the  two. 

Good  Work  in  Massachusetts. — The  decided  steps  taken  by 
the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Health,  to  put  a  stop  to  food  and  drug 
adulterations,  is,  as  might  be  supposed,  meeting  with  a  virulent 
opposition  from  those  interested  in  the  iniquity.  The  Board  is  in 
earnest  and  will  not  be  swerved  from  its  just  purpose  by  any  corpo- 
ration. The  health  of  the  community  must  be  pr6tected,  and  deal- 
ers in  adulterated  goods  must  be  made  to  see,  not  only  that "  honesty 
is  the  best  policy,"  but  that  it  is  the  only  policy  that  will  be  permit- 
ted under  a  wise  and  provident  government. 

Poisonous  Wall-Papers  and  Textile  Fabrics. — We  learn 
from  the  Sanitary  Record  that  *'  the  Austrian  penal  code  strictly  pro- 
hibits the  application  of  mineral  colors  containing  copper,  arsenic, 
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lead,  zinc,  and  other  poisonous  metallic  preparations  to  stuffs  des- 
tined  to  come  in  contact  with  the  human  body."  France  has  no 
such  regulations  ;  Germany  prohibits  the  use  of  poisonous  colors  ; 
while  the  United  States  have  no  legislation  on  the  subject. 

Ventilation. — Mr.  Harcourt  Thompson,  C.  E.,  contributes 
the  following,  to  the  Sanitary  Record^  on  the  vexed  subject  of 
ventilation  : — "  We  all  know  that  all  impure,  foul  or  heated  atmos- 
phere will  ascend  to  the  ceiling  of  a  room  ;  at  present,  there  it 
stops  ;  it  cannot  get  out,  and  there  it  thickens  till  the  strata  gets  so 
as  to  come  in  contact  with  the  heads  and  mouths  of  the  inmates  ; 
then  the  cry  comes,  what  a  headache  that  gas  gives  me.  After  a 
time,  another  cries  out,  the  closeness  of  this  room  makes  me  feel 
<iaite  unwell,  and  this  must  always  be  the  case  if  houses  are  as  at 
present  constructed.  The  remedy  is  close  at  hand,  and  is  as  follows  : 
In  all  rooms,  near  to  the  ceiling  and  in  convenient  places,  I  put  air 
bricks  or  grids  ;  these  open  into  especial  flues,  built  or  left  in  the 
thickness  of  the  wall  and  continued  up  and  through  the  wall  plate 
to  the  roof,  and  to  that  part,  immediately  under  it,  which  I  call  the 
exhaust  chamber.  This  exhaust  is  kept  up  by  a  ventilating  ridge, 
or  cresting,  made  in  keeping  with  the  building,  handsome  in  ap- 
pearance, and  with  immense  exhaust  proclivities.  Thus,  all  rooms 
in  a  building,  if  only  connected  by  the  aforesaid  flues  with  the  roof, 
can  be  at  once. well  and  permanently  ventilated  ;  and  in  summer 
weather,  when  ventilation  is  most  required,  the  rarefaction  caused 
by  the  heat  of  the  sun  on  the  slates  increases  the  action  in  flues 
four  fold,  the  thing  required."  This  plan  is  eminently  better  than 
the  external  admission  of  cold  air,  which  does  not  ventilate  proper'- 
ly,  and  sometimes  not  at  all.  Mr.  Thompson  concludes  thus  :  *'  In 
lying-in  and  consumptive  hospitals,  where  the  temperature  is  re- 
<quired  to  be  always  at  the  same  degree,  I  insert  into  these  egress 
•apertures  mercurial  air-valves,  which  can  be  set  to  the  doctors  or- 
ders. If  the  ward  gets  higher  than  the  prescribed  standard,  the 
♦valve  opens,  lets  out  the  excess  heat,  and  when  the  room  coolS"to 
"the  standard  point  closes,  and  thus  automatically  keeps  the  tem- 
perature always  at  one  and  the  same  level." 
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Heisc'ii's  T?:st  for  Sewage  Contamination. — A  writer  m 
the  Sanitarian  gives  the  following  description  of  this  test  which  is  said 
to  be  as  accurate  as  it  is  simple  : — "  Fill  a  clean  pint  bottle  three-^ 
fourths  full  of  the  water  to  be  tested,  and  dissolve  in  the  water  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  the  purest  su^rar — loaf  or  granulated  sugar  will  answer — 
cork  the  bottle  and  place  it  in  a  warm  place  for  two  days.  If  in  24 
to  48  hours  the  water  becomes  cloudy  or  muddy  it  is  unfit  for  domestic 
use  ;  if  it  remains  perfectly  clear,  it  is  probably  safe  to  use." 

Common  Sense  in  High  Bitldings. — The  city  council  of 
Chicago  has  introduced  a  bill  providing  that  no  building  shall  be  con- 
structed whose  upper  floor  is  more  than  one  hundred  feet  above  the 
grade  of  the  side-walk,  and  the  elevators  and  stairways  to  be  so  located 
as  to  provide  for  the  greatest  safety  of  the  occupants."  The  general 
belief  of  thinking  men  now  is  that,  \i  buildings  are  properly  arranged^ 
there  is  positively  no  more  danger  in  a  twelve-story  flat  than  there  is 
in  a  two-story  house.  The  main  points,  in  the  building  of  these  high 
houses,  to  be  carefully  watched  are:  (1)  that  they  be  fire  proof,  and 
(2)  that  their  height  be  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  open  space 
around  them.  Indeed,  a  very  high  building  is  capable  of  being  made 
an  ideally  perfect  one,  so  far  as  sanitary  measures  are  concerned. 


Why  Dr.  Gross  Was  Cremated. — (New  York  World). — From: 
a  monograph  published  by  the  late  eminent  surgeon,  Samuel  U. 
Gross,  the  following,  in  view  of  the  cremation  of  his*  remains,  will 
be  read  with  interest :  "  If  people  could  see  the  human  body  after 
the  process  of  decomposition  sets  in,  which  is  as  soon  as  the  vital 
spark  ceases  to  exist,  they  would  not  want  to  be  buried  ;  they 
w^ould  favor  cremation.  Burying  the  human  body,  I  think,  is  a 
horrible  thing.  Why,  if  people  knew  what  physipians  know,  what 
they  have  learned  in  the  dissecting  room,  they  would  look  upon 
burning  the  human  body  as  a  beautiful  art  in  comparison  with 
burying  it.  When  I  die  I  want  my  body  to  be  burned.  There  is 
no  reason  for  keeping  up  the  burial  custom,  but  many  against  it, 
some  of  the  most  practical  of  which  are  too  recently  developed  to 
need  mention.'' 
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How  TO  Stop  a  Journal. — (United  States  Medical  Incest iga- 
for.)— The  following  from  an  exchange,  so  fully  and  freely  expresses 
our  views  on  the  subject,  that  we  conimencf  it  to  our  readers  : 
You  have  undoubted  right  to  stop  a  journal  when  you  feel  disposed, 
upon  the  payment  of  all  arrearages.  Do  not  hesitate  to  do  so  on 
account  of  "tenderness"  for  the  editor.  Don't  you  suppose  he  would 
quit  buying  sugar  of  you,  or  meat,  clothing,  dry  goods,  etc.,  if  he 
thought  he  was  not  getting  his  worth,  and  why  should  you  not 
exercise  the  same  privilege  with  him  ?  And  when  you  discontinue 
a  papery  do  so  manfully;  don't  be  so  spiteful  as  to  throw  it  back  to 
the  postmaster,  ''I  don't  want  it  any  longer  !"  and  have  ^'Refused" 
written  on  the  margin,  and  have  the  journal  returned  to  the  editor. 
No  gentleman  ever  stopped  his  journal  in  that  way,  no  matter  if  his 
head  is  covered  with  gray  hairs  that  should  be  honorable.  If  you 
do  not  longer  wish  to  receive  a  journal,  write  a  note  to  the  editor 
like  a  man,  saying  so — and  be  sure  that  arrearages  are  all  paid. 
This  advice  is  according  to  law  and  equity. 

Capsicum  in  Piles. — {New  York  Times.) — This  Vidal  regards 
as  the  best  remedy  in  piles.  He  prescribes  three  or  four  th)  ee-grain 
pills  daily,  half  at  breakfast  time  and  half  at  supper  time.  Under 
its  influence  congestion,  and  all  the  painful  symptoms  which  ac- 
company it,  disappear  rapidly. 

BoRAcic  Acid  not  Harmless. — (Ne7c/  York  Medical  Times,) — 
There  is  a  case  reported  in  Schmidt's  Jahrbucher  following  the  use 
of  an  injection  ot  a  four-per-cent  solution  for  chronic  diarrhoea, 
and  the  Medical  Reco\^d  reports  a  death  supervening  upon  its  ex- 
ternal use  in  an  ulcer.  These  cases  teach  us  that  Boracic  acid  is  not 
so  harmless  is  is  usually  supposed,  and  warn  us  to  be  cautious  in  its 
use,  either  pure  or  in  such  combinations  as  borax,  boro-glyceride,  or 
the  food  preservative  which  has  been  so  extensively  advertised  in 
medical  journals  undor  the  name  of  '*  Rex  Magnus/' 

loDiA. — Dr.  S.  W.  Dora,  Mattoon,  111.,  says  : — "I  take  pleas- 
ure in  bestowing  a  compliment  on  the  alterative  compound  called 
lodia.  I  have  used  it  for  the  past  two  years  as  an  eliminant  and 
alterative,  with  great  relief  to  mij patients  and  perfect  satisfaction  to 
myself.  The  ingredients  entering  into  its  composition  are  not  new 
to  its  profession,  but  its  virtae  appears  to  consist  in  the  parity  of 
the  drugs  used^  and  the  method  and  elegance  of  its  preparation. 
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Take  Life  Easier. — {Christian  Secretary). — A  physician,  in 
writing  to  his  minister  and  expressing  his  wishes  for  a 
happy  new  year,  takes  occasion  to  give  the  following  advice  : — "  I 
want  you  to  take  life  a  little  easier.  Don't  try  to  do  all  this  year. 
Don't  preach  too  hard.  Don't  study  your  sermons  too  hard.  The 
'I  Am '  that  saith  '  I  Am,'  can  manage  some  of  it  if  we  don't  do  it 
all,  and  what  we  leave  undone  He  will  raise  up  some  one  to  finish 
in  His  own  time  and  way  ;  besides,  it  may  be  as  much  our  duty 
and  business  to  study  what  to  let  go  undone  as  it  is  to  find  out 
what  to  do.  I  don't  believe  He  intends  us  to  worry  ourselves  too 
much  about  the  things  that  are  present,  or  future, 'and  the  past  is 
gone  ;  all  we  can  do  with  it  is  to  take  lessons  for  the  present  and 
future.  There  may  be  times  when  men  are  thrown  into  a  place 
where  they  must,  for  a  while,  use  all  the  powers  that  the  Oreat 
Spirit  has  put  into  them  ;  but  it  is  rare  that  He  calls  upon  one 
man  to  use  them  continually." 

Valuable  for  Every-Day  Reference. — Dr.  A.  E.  Horton,  of 
East  Poultney,  Vt.,  writes :— '*  The  Observer  I  have  received 
regularly  for  eighteen  years  and  three  months,  and  consider  it 
the  most  practically  useful  journal  I  have  ever  taken,  and  as  I  have 
them  all  bound  in  uniform  order  I  have  come  to  look  upon  them  in 
the  light  of  Text  Books,  and  use  them  for  constant  reference." 

Fifteen  Years  Trial. — Dr.  L.  Luton,  of  St.  Thomas,  says  : — 
"  I  have  been  for  the  past  fifteen  years  a  reader  of  the  Observer 
and  have  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  able  manner 
in  which  it  is  conducted,  especially  in  reference  to  the  widely 
conflicting  news  among  those  sailing  under  homoeopathic  colors." 

The  General  Editor  has  returned  from  his  travels  much  im- 
proved in  health.  He  visited  Chicago,  111.;  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Evans- 
ville,  Ind.;  Nashville,  Tenn.j  Montgomery,  Alabama;  Pensacola, 
Tallahassee,  Jacksonville,  Sanford  and  Tampa,  Florida. 

Hart  on  the  Eye. — This  text  book  will  be  given  as  a  premi- 
um to  old  or  new  subscribers  who  remit  their  dues  before  July  Ist, 
if  they  send  12  cents  for  postage  with  their  remittance. 
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Michigan. — The  fifteenth  annual  session  of  the  Homoeopathic 
Society  of  the  State  of  Michigan  will  be  held  in  Royal  Templar 
Hall,  Detroit,  May  20  and  21,  1884.  R.  B.  House,  M,  D.,  Presi- 
dent ;  J.  G.  Gilchrist,  M.  D.,  Detroit,  Secretary ;  Drs.  J.  G.  Gil- 
christ, Phil.  Porter,  William  M.  Bailey,  D.  J.  McGuire  and  R.  C. 
Olin,  Committee  of  Arrangements.  A  very  profitable  meeting  is 
expected,  and  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a  large  attendance. 

MiNKESOTA  State  Homoeopathic  Institute  will  hold  its 
eighteenth  annual  session,  in  Minneapolis,  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day, May  20  and  21, 1884.  President,  Henry  Hutchinson,  M.  D., 
St.  Paul ;  Secretary,  Arthur  A.  Camp,  M.  D.,  Minneapolis. 

The  New  York  Post- Graduate  Medical  School  has  been  so 
successful  that  it  has  moved  to  a  new  building  which  will  enable  it 
to  give  hospital  advantages  to  its  matriculates.  The  new  building 
is  very  large,  being  five  stories  high  and  having  nine  feet  front* 
The  new  announcement  gives  a  list  of  140  physicians  who  were 
matriculates  for  the  year  ending  Nov.  1, 1884. 

Ohio  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  will  meet  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  May  13  and  14.  A  very  interesting  and  profitable  meeting 
is  expected.  Programmes  can  be  obtained  of  H.  E.  Beebe,  M.  D., 
Secretary,  Sidney,  Ohio. 

Texas. — The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Homoeopathic  physi- 
cians of  Texas  will  be  held  in  Austin  Thursday  and  Friday,  May  1 
and  2,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  State  Homoeopathic  Society. 

Western  Academy  of  Homceopathy. — The  tenth  annual 
convention  of  the  Western  Academy  of  Homoeopathy  will  be  held 
at  Cincinnati  June  10, 11  and  12.  Full  particulars  in  general  cir- 
cular, which  can  be  obtained  of  C.  H.  Goodman,  M.  El,  Gen'l 
Secretary,  2728  Washington  Ave,,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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AVOMAN'S  CHRISTIAN  TEMPERANCE  UNION. 

New  York,  March  28th,  1884. 

Editor  of  American  Observer  : — Through  the  instrumen- 
tality ot  the  Scientific  Department  of  the  Woman's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union,  the  study  of  Physiology  and  Hygiene,  with  special 
reference  to  the  physiological  effects  of  alcoholic  drinks  and 
narcotics,  has  been  made  by  law  obligatory  for  ^'all  pupils  in  all 
the  public  schools"  of  Vermont,  Michigan,  New  Hampshire,  and 
New  York  States. 

To  meet  the  demand  thus  created,  this  department,  under  the 
direction  of  its  National  Superintendant,  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Hunt,  is 
editing  a  series  of  text  books. 

D}\  Steele  s  Physiol ocjij  has  been  used  as  a  basis  for  the  first  of 
these  works,  which  will  contain  the  excellent  and  popular  features 
that  have  given  that  book  so  wide  a  circulation.  Carefully  prepared 
sections  upon  i\iQ pi lyslohni leal  aeflon  of  aleoliolj  tobacco,  ophuih  dr,^ 
are  scattered  through  the  whole,  as  each  organ  of  the  body  is 
treated. 

The  subject  is  examined  from  a  purely  scientific  stand-point,'" 
and  represents  the  latest  teachings  at  home  and  abroad.  While 
there  is  no  attempt  to  incorporate  a  temperance  lecture  in  a  school 
book,  yet  the  terrible  effects  of  these  ''  Stimulants  and  Narcotics,*' 
especially  upon  the  young,  are  set  forth  all  the  more  impressively^ 
since  the  lesson  is  taught  merely  by  the  presentation  of  facts  that 
lean  toward  no  one's  prejudices,  and  admit  of  no  answer  or  escape. 

Unusual  space  is  given  to  the  subject  of  ventilation^  which  is 
now  attracting  so  much  attention  throughout  the  country. 

MRS.  C.  C.  ALFORD,  Secretary. 

The  American  Ophtiialmalocjical  and  Otologic al  Society 
will  meet  at  Deer  Park,  Md.,  on  June  IG. 

The  American  P^edological  Society  will, meet  at  Deer  Park, 
Md.,  June  16. 

The  American  Institute  of  HoMcoorATHY  meets  at  Deer 
Park,  Md.,  on  June  1(). 

St.  Loi'is  Soi'iETY  OF  HoMCEOiwTHic  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons are  now  holding  weekly  sessions  at  the  Lindell  Hotel.  W.  A. 
Edmonds,  M.  D.,  President ;   F.  T.  Knox,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Hahnemann  Medical  Association  of  Louisiama. — The  an- 
nual meeting  was  held  on  April  10.  President,  S.  M.  Angell,  M.  D.; 
Vice  President,  W.  Bailey,  Jr.,  M.  D.;  F.  Engelbach,  Esq.,  Record- 
ing Secretary ;  C.  J.  Lopez,  M.  D.,  Corresponding  Secretary ;  Treas- 
urer, Chr.  Sanders,  M.  D.  Resolutions  were  passed  looking  to  the 
formation  of  a  Southern  Institute. 

Vermont  Homceopathic  Society  meets  at  Montpelier  June  4 
and  5. 
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"  A  merry  heart  doetli  good  like  a  in'^dlcine."— iS<97o»jo7i. 

Effects  of  Wit. — Dr.  C.  Colton  says  : — '*  Wit  is  one  of  the 
few  things  that  has  been  rewarded  more  than  it  has  been  defined. 
A  certain  bishop  said  to  his  chaplain,  '  What  is  wit? '  The  chaplain 

replied,  'The  rectory  at  B is  vacant;  give  it  to  me,  and  that 

will  be  wit ! ' — '  Prove  it,'  said  his  lordship,  '  and  you  shall  have  it.' 
^  It  would  be  a  good  thing  well  applied^  rejoined  the  chaplain.  The 
dinner  daily  prepared  for  the  royal  chaplains  at  St.  James's  was  re- 
prieved for  a  time  from  suspension^  by  an  effort  of  wit.  King 
Charles  had  appointed  a  day  for  dining  with  his  chaplains  ;  and  it 
was  understood  that  this  step  was  adopted  as  the  least  ^inpcdatahle 
mode  of  putting  an  end  to  the  dinner.  It  was  Dr.  ISouth's  turn  to 
say  grace  ;  and,  whenever  tj^e  king  honored  his  chaplains  with  his 
.presence,  the  prescribed  formula  ran  thus  :  *'  God  save  the  king,  and 
bless  the  dinner  ! "  Our  witty  divine  took  the  liberty  of  transpos- 
ing the  words  by  saying,  "God  hleas  the  king,  and  save  the 
dinner!"     ''''And  it  shall  be  saved! "  said  the  monarch. 

The  Highest  Authority. — It  is  related  of  General  Butler  that 
he  was  once  engaged  as  counsel  for  the  defendant  in  a  case  where 
the  prisoner  was  accused  of  manslaughter,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
argument,  based  on  the  assumption  of  self-defense,  he  informed  the 

i'ury  that  "we  have  it  on  the  highest  authority  that  *all  that  a  man 
lath  he  will  give  for  his  life.' "  Judge  Hoar,  counsel  on  the  other 
side,  rose  and  quickly  said  that  he  had  long  wondered  what  General 
Butler  considered  the  highest  authority,  and  was  very  glad  to  hear 
the  question  settled,  and  proceeded  to  read  to  the  court  from  the 
Book  of  Job  :  "And  Satan  answered  the  Lord  and  said,  All  that  a 
man  hath  he  will  give  for  his  life." 

The  Doctor  Must  Know.— -(Fyr??r/*  paper). — Dr.  B.,  after 
having  bought  a  lot  in  the  Montparriasse  cemetery,  went  to  the 
•  marble-worker  to  order  the  tomb.  After  the  details  were  arranged 
the  marble-worker  said  :  "  Monsieur  did  well  to  select  this  ceme- 
tery, it  is  so  quiet.  And  then  Monsieur  le  doctor  must  know  a 
good  many  people  here.'' 

Definition  of  W.it. — Lord  Kames  says  : — ''  Wit  consists 
chiefly  in  joining  things  by  distant  and  fanciful  relations,  which 
surprise  us  because  they  are  unexpected." 
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JOSEPH  H.  PULTE,  M.   D. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Cincinnati  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society 

the  following  was  adopted  : 

Death's  but  a  path  that  must  be  trod 
If  we  would  ever  pass  to  God.— Panull. 

And  God  has,  in  His  wisdom  seen  fit  to  open  the  pathway  to 
our  revered  friend,  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Pulte. 

Our  deceased  associate  was  a  pioneer  of  Homoeopathy  west  of 
the  AUeglianies.  He  was  a  thorough  believer  in  his  science  and 
an  enthusiastic  practitioner  of  it,  and  labored  unremittingly  to 
spread  its  truth  among  the  profession  and  public.  He  was  kind 
and  gentle  in  his  manner  to  all,  full  of  sympathy  for  the  sick,  and 
entirely  unselfish,  inviting  many  and  welcoming  all  who  came  to 
share  his  field  of  labor  with  him.  He  was  emphatically  the  friend* 
of  the  young  practitioner,  and  smoothed  the  way  for  many  a  strug- 
gling beginner.  His  life  was  just,  devoted  to  science  and  good 
deeds.  His  death  was  that  of  the  Christian  and  Philosopher.  Be 
it  therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  honor  and  cherish  his  memory,  and  that  assur- 
ance of  our  sympathy  be  sent  Mrs.  Pulte,  bis  life  companion  and 
helpmeet. 

J.  P.  GEPPERT,  M.  D., ) 
F.  H.  SCHELL,  M.  D.,   ^  Committee. 
M.  M.  HOWELL,  M.  D., ) 
S.  R.  GE18ER,  M,  D.,  Vice-President 
H.  W.  Hawley,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

We  shall  ever  hold  in  grateful  remembrance  our  departed 
friend.  His  great  success  in  the  treatment  of  Asiatic  cholera,  in 
Cincinnati,  thirty-five  years  ago,  was  the  first  thing  that  induced 
us  to  examine  the  claims  of  homoeopathy.  E.  A.  L. 

Parker. — Willard  Parker,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  an  eminent  surs^eoiii 
died  at  New  York  City,  of  pyeletis,  April  <25th,  at  the  age  of  84. 

Madden. — Henry  Ridewood  Madden,  M.  D.,  an  eminent  hom- 
oeopathic physician,  of  England,  died  at  Bath  on  the  29th  of  Feb- 
ruary at  the  age  of  66  years. 
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Jai^ta^^  etc, 

Engelbach — Maier. — Theodore  Engelbach,  Esq.,  was  married 
to  Miss  Emily  Maier  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  ou  March  27,  1884. 
Mr.  Engelbach  is  the  successor  to  Messrs.  Boericke  &  Tafel  at  New 
Orleans.  We  wish  Mr.  E.  success  in  his  business  and  great  happi- 
ness in  his  home. 

Dunham — Dows. — Carroll  Dunham,  Jr.^  M,  D.,  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  W.  Dows,  of  New  York,  April  2d,  1884. 

Clow — Hobbs. — J.  B.  Clow,  M.  D.,  was  married  to  Miss  Eva 
C.  Hobbs,  at  San  Jos^,  California,  March  27th,  1884,  Rev.  Dr.  S.  P. 
Sprecher,  of  San  Francisco  officiating. 

Gramm — Kennedy. — Theodore  J.  Gramm,  M.  D.,  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Annie  Kennedy,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  Rey.  W.  T. 
Eva,  D.  D.,  April  17tih,  '84. 

Simmons — Hughes. — E.  A.  Simmons,   M.  D.,   and  Miss  Clara 

A.  Hughes  were  married  on  March  19th,  1884. 

REMOVALS. 

Beiwett,  Dr.  F.  M.,  to  Springfield.  Mass. 

Bond,  Dr.  G.  W.,  to  Champlain,  N.  Y. 

CuMMiNGS,  Dr,  M.  L.,  to  37  Charles  St.,  Boston. 

Cole,  Dr.  D.,  from  Clayton  to  Alexandria  Bay,  N,  Y. 

Dearborn,  Dr.  H.  M.,  to  152  West  57th  St.,  New  York. 

GooDELL,  Dr.  Chas.  F.,  from  Asheville,  N.  C.  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

Gorton,  Dr.  D.  A.,  to  137  Clinton  St.,  Brooklyn. 

Knowles,  Dr.  W.  K.,  to  105  Hammond  St.,  Bangor,  Me. 

Moore,  Dr.  F.  F.,  to  254  West  57th  St.,  New  York. 

Mitchell,  Prof.  Clifford,  to  Sherman  House,  Chicago,  111. 

Nixon,  Dr.  E.  E.,  from  Walnut  Street  to  97  4th  Ave.,  St.  Louis. 

OcKFORD,  Dr.  Geo.  M.  to  Revere,  Mass. 

Peterson,  Dr.  W.,  to  656  Madison  Ave.,  New  York. 

Ruby,  Dr.  W.  O.,  from  Winterset  to  Chariton,  Iowa. 
Shears,  Prof.,  to  202  Thirty-first  St.,  Chicago. 
SiMONDS,  Drss.  Clara,  to  Carthage,  N.  Y. 
Vincent,  Dr.  F.  L.,  to  47  Second  St;.,  Troy,  New  York. 


43:^  AMERICAN  OBSEKVER.  \il«J 

Albertsox. — We  are  glad  to  see  the  name  of  our  old  Detroit 
friend,  J.  A.  Albertson,  M.  D.,  as  Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  College,  of  San  Francisco,  which  is  to  open 
its  first  regular  session  on  the  third  of  June  next. 

BuDLONG. — Dr.  John  C.  Budlong  has  been  elected  a  second 
time,  without  opposition,  Surgeon  General  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island. 

Breyfogle. — W.  L.  Breyfogle,  M.  D.,  has  been  appointed  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  by  Gov. 
Knott. 

ExLOE. — J.  H.  Enloe,  M.  D.,  was  elected  City  Ph3'sician  of 
Rome,  Ga.,  last  Autumn,  without  any  solicitation  on  his  part. 
Such  an  appointment,  so  obtained  is  a  great  honor,  and  in  this 
instance  very  worthily  bestowed. 

Helmuth. — We  understand  that  our  brilliant  friend,  Prot 
Helmuth,  and  his  worthy  wife,  celebrated  their  silver  wedding  witk 
great  joy,  a  few  days  since.  May  they  live  to  celebrate  a  golden 
one  with  still  richer  delight. 

Leavitt. — Sheldon  Leavitt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ost^trics  in 
Hahnemann  College  of  Chicago,  has  the  sanitary  and  medical  man- 
agement of  the  Maternity  of  Chicago,  which  provides  home  com- 
forts and  medical  attendance  for  pregnant  women. 

Orme. — We  are  glad  that  the  excellent  article  of  F.  H.  Ormei 
M.  D.,  ''  Do  HoratBopathists  Trade  Upon  a  Name?''  which  appciir- 
ed  in  N.  Y,  Medical  Times,  March,  1884,  has  been  reprinted. 

Smith.— Dr.  W.  W.  Smith,  of  Peabody,  Marion  county,  Kan- 
sas, made  a  very  narrow  escape  from  death  on  29th  March,  last. 
The  two  story  stone  building,  occupied  by  the  Peabody  bank,  one 
of  the  upper  rooms  of  which  was  occupied  by  the  Doctor,  fell  with 
a  crash  into  utter  ruin  just  before  noon  of  that  day.  Providentially 
no  one  was  hurt.  Dr.  Smith  had  just  gotten  without  the  walls 
when  the  building  fell. 
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TO  PHYSICIANS  I 


BBOMIDIA. 


FORMULA. — Every  fluid  drachm  con- 
tains 15  grs,,  BACH  of  pure  Brom.  Potas, 
^Jidipurifled  Chloral  and  %  gr.  EAcn  of  gen. 
imp,  ext.  Cannabis  Ind.  and  Hyoscyam. 


DOSE. — One-Juilfio  one  fluid  drachm  iA 
WATER  or  SYRUP  cvery  hour  until  sleep  is 
produced. 


TO  PHYSICIANS  ! 


Is  the  Hypnotic  par  excellence. 

It  produces  refreshing  sleep,  and  is  ex- 
ceedingly valuable  in  sleeplessness,  nervous- 
ness, neuralgia,  headache,  convulsions, 
colic,  etc.,  and  will  relieve  when  opiates 
fail.  Unlike  preparations  of  opium  it  does 
not  lock  up  the  secretions.  In  the  restless- 
ness and  delirium  of  Fevers  it  is  absolutely 
invaluable, 

BATTLE  &  CO.,  Gbemists, 

ST.  LOUIS. 


The  Anodyne  Principle  of  Opium. 

PAPINE. 


PAPINE  is  the  Anodyne  or  Pain-Beliem- 
ing  Principle  of  Opium  in  a  pleasant  liquid 
form.  Its  advantages  are:  That  it  pro- 
duces the  good  effects  of  Opium  with  less 
tendency  to  cause  nausea,  vomiting,  con- 
stipation, etc.  It  is  the  mfest  and  m^st 
pleasant  of  all  the  preparations  of  Opium, 
and  is  uniform  in  strength.  It  can  be  re- 
lied upon  in  all  cases  where  Opium  or 
MorpMa  is  indicated. 

One  Fluid  drachm  represents  one  grain 
of  Opium  in  Anodyne  Power. 

Average  Dose  one-half  to  one  teaspoon- 
ful.  

Prepared  EXCL  USIVEL  Y  for 
Physician's  Prescriptions, 


BATTLE  &  CO.,  Chemists, 

ST.  Loms. 


lODIA. 

FORMULA. — loDiA  is  a  combination  of 
Active  Principles  obtained  from  the  green 
roots  of  Stillingia,  Helonias,  Saxifraga, 
Menispermum,  and  Aromatics.  Each^t^ii^ 
drachm  also  contains  fiiae  grains  lOD. 
POTAS.  and  three  grains  PHOS.  IRON. 


DOSE. — One  or  two^weV?  drachms  (more 
or  less  as  indicated)  three  times  a  day  be- 
fore meals. 


Is  the  Ideal  Alterative. 

I^It  has  been  LARGELY  PRE- 
SCRIBED in  syphilitic,  scrofulous,  cuta- 
neous, and  female  diseases,  and  has  an 
established  reputation  as  being  the  best 
alterative  ever  introduced  to  the  Profession. 

BATTLE  &  CO.,  Chemists, 

ST.  LOUIS. 
EXHILARATING!    NOURISHING! 


COCALAC. 


COCALAC  is  a  combination 
of  Coca  and  the  Cereal  La^to- 
Phosphoids, 


Dose. — One  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day, 
or  ofteneVy  as  indicated. 


STIMULATION  WITHOUT  EEAOTIOI 


BfCOCALAC  is  a  scientific  blending 
of  Coca  with  the  Lacto-Phosphoidal  prin- 
cipal of  wheat  and  oats;  it  is  a  fine  tonic 
and  NUTRITIVE,  being  capable  of  sus- 
taining LIFE  WITHOUT  ANY  OTHBB  POOD 

OB  DBiNK,  and  therefore  valuable  for  the 
convalescing,  dyspeptic,  or  nervous  patient 
It  is  also  delicious  to  the  taste  and  Agcefta- 
BLB  to  the  stomach. 

BATTLE  &  CO.,  Chemists, 

ST.  LOUIS. 


SEND  FOR  PAMPHLET  OF  TESTIMONIALS  AND  CASES. 
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d^ce^otoii^u. 


C.  S.  MORLEY,  M.  D.,  PONTIAC,  MICH.,  EDITOE. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  VULVA. 

BY  E.  Z.  COLE,  M.  D. 


The  diseases  of  the  Vulva  that  I  shall  consider  in  this  paper  are 
Pruritus  Vulva,  Labial  Abscess,  Labial  Cysts,  Vegetative  Growths 
and  Pudendal  Hernia. 

Probably  one  of  the  most  distressing  and  troublesome  complaints 
women  suffer  from,  is  Pruritus  Vulva  or  itching,  burning,  stinging 
of  the  ex  genitalia.  We  find  this  more  frequently  with  adult  and 
aged  women.  The  only  source  of  relief  the  sufferer  has  it  by  scratch- 
ing and  rubbing  the  parts  affected,  and  to  excercise  restraint  in  com- 
pany requires  a  strong  will  power.  The  efforts  to  obtain  relief 
brought  about  by  abrasions  inflicted  generally  intensifies  the  misery. 
Ulcerative  states  are  frequently  provoked  by  iterated  frictions. 

The  seat  of  the  itching  seems  to  be  variable,  but  the  irritation  is 
usually  worst  at  some  fixed  spot.  Such  as  the  nymphse,  or  the  parts 
about  the  clitoris,  sometimes  it  is  more  deeply  situated  as  within  the 
vagina.  The  mons  and  parts  covered  with  hair  are  more  prone  to 
itch,  and  so  are  the  outer  labia.  Leucorrhoeal  discharges  are  apt  to 
incite  a  disposition  to  scratch  parts  irritated  by  the  acrid  flow. 
Sometimes  it  is  purely  neurotic  in  character,  a  sheerner  vous  affec- 
tion of  the  skin,  more  frequently  it  is  merely  a  symptom  of  some 
disease  of  the  genito-urinary  organs,  with  irritating  discharges. 
There  is  no  disease  of  skin  that  exercises  so  great  an  influence 
upon  the  mental  condition  of  the  patient  as  this  one.  Usually  the 
irritation  is  worse  at  night.  This  is  owing  partly  to  the  heat  of  the 
bed  clothes  and  partly  to  the  lack  of  mental  preoccupation.     Loss 

*Bead  before  the  18th  Annual  Session  of  the  Indiana  Institute  of  Homoeopathy, 
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of  sleep  and  seclusion  bring  on  brooding,  and  she  grows  despondent 
and  irritable  and  morbid,  sometimes  indeed  she  becomes  insane. 
Pruritus  Vulva  is  often  present  in  pregnancy,  it  is  then  either  essen- 
tially neurotic,  as  it  sometimes  affects  the  thighs  and  the  whole  ab- 
domen as  well  as  the  vulva,  or  it  may  come  from  the  congestion  of 
the  generative  organs  during  the  earlier  months,  or  else  it  is  due  to 
the  irritating  discharges  from  the  vagina  which  are  so  common 
during  the  latter  months  of  gestation. 

In  fact  any  kind  of  acrid  uterine  or  vaginal  discharges  will  cause 
burning  and  tingling  and  itching  of  the  vulva  region.  Few  women 
therefore  have  passed  through  life  without  attacks  of  Pruritus. 

But  these  attacks  during  menstrual  life  are  usually  of  short  dura- 
tion and  manageable,  but  it  is  not  the  case  after  the  climacteric,  for 
there  is  then  a  hardly  appreciable  yet  very  acrid  leucorrhoea.  Senile 
leucorrhea  which  often  causes  a  very  annoying  and  stubborn  pru- 
ritus, uncleanliness,  gonorrhoea,  secondary  syphilis,  all  local  erup- 
tions, uterine  cancer,  rectal  disorders,  ascarides  and  pediculi,  have 
been  the  causes.  Pruritus  Vulva  is  so  commonly  associated  with 
diabetes  that  its  presence  should  lead  to  an  examination  of  the  urine 
for  sugar.  It  is  probable  that  the  local  irritation  here  is  due  not  so 
much  to  constitutional  changes  as  to  contact  with  an  irritating  urine. 
For  the  use  of  the  catheter  greatly  lessens  the  itching. 

The  cause  is  often  so  obscure  in  this  disease,  and  even  when  found 
we  have  at  any  rate  to  treat  the  itching  itself  apart  from  the  cause. 
Its  duration  has  no  limit,  months  and  even  years  sometimes  passing 
before  relief  is  obtained. 

FIRST    CASE. 

I  will  mention  a  case  of  Eczema  and  Pruritus  Vulva  of  a  woman 
60  years  of  age,  that  came  to  my  care,  that  for  stubbornness  and  re- 
belliousness to  a  successful  treatment,  and  for  extreme  suffering  and 
misery  was  unequalled,  all  things  considered,  by  any  case  I  have  ever 
seen  before  or  since.  The  itching  and  burning  commenced  within 
the  vagina,  extended  out  over  both  the  labia,  involving  all  the 
cutaneous  surface  for  several  inches  around  the  vulva,  with  a  bright 
fiery  blush,  studded  with  vesicles,  ulceration  and  scaly  patches  cover- 
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ing  all  the  parts  diseased.  She  had  been  afflicted  in  this  manner  for 
about  15  years,  and  had  gradually  grown  worse  and  become  so  pro- 
strated, exhausted,  discouraged  and  disheartened,  gloomy  and  des- 
pondent, that  she  had  attempted  several  times  to  take  her  own  life 
rather  than  endure  her  suffering  any  longer.  She  had  been  the 
round  of  physicians,  had  taken  all  kinds  of  blood  nostrums  constitu- 
ting both  patent  and  domestic,  and  locally  had  used  everything, 
she  or  her  friends  or  the  M.  D's  could  think  would  possibly  do  her 
any  good,  from  a  catnip  poultice  to  a  fly  blister,  including  all  man- 
ner of  soothing  lotions,  salves,  etc.  Some  temporary  benefit  was 
experienced  from  the  use  of  some  of  these  measures,  but  they  were 
all  one  by  one  worn  out  by  repeated  trial  and  laid  one  side  and  new 
ones  taken  up,  etc.  The  case  was  anything  but  promising,  and  little 
encouragement  could  be  offered.  I  found  after  a  careful  and  thor- 
ough examination  that  there  was  a  follicular  vulvitis,  a  senile  leu- 
corrhcea,  and  a  cystitis  that  caused  tenesmus  and  scalding  and  burn- 
ing when  urinating  that  greatly  aggravated  the  itching.  She  was 
much  worse  at  night  while  in  bed,  and  through  the  day  when  about 
her  work  over  a  hot  stove,  she  would  have  paroxysms  of  such  intense 
stinging,  burning  and  itching  that  would  sometimes  throw  her  into 
convulsions. 

Under  the  use  of  Lithium  carb.  the  cystitis  was  after  a  time  over- 
come, hot  water  vaginal  enemas  relieved  the  leucorrhoea  somewhat, 
but  the  pruritus  kept  up  for  over  a  year.  I  treated  this  case  with 
what  seemed  to  be  the  appropriate  remedies,  giving  each  and  every- 
one a  good  faithful  trial.  These  were:  Rhus  tox.  Sepia,  Ars,  Calc. 
carb,  Conium,  Hydrastis  Can.,  Croton  tig.,  Merc.  Nat.  Mer.  Kreso- 
tum.  Thuya,  Nitric  Acid,  in  potences  high  and  low  with  no  results. 
She  used  locally  hot  water,  cold  water  and  even  ice,  also,  cerates  of 
Hamamelis,  Graphites,  Merc,  Zinc,  Chryosophanic  Adid,  and  under 
the  use  of  the  last  mentioned  remedy  she  seemed  for  a  time  to  do 
well,  and  we  hoped  for  permanent  benefit,  but  the  disease  soon  re- 
lapsed. I  then  placed  her  under  an  anaesthetic  and  cauterized  with 
Argenti  Nit.  all  the  diseased  parts,  repeated  this  three  times  with  tem- 
porary relief.     I  used  strong  Vinegar,  Sulphuric  Acid  and  infusion 
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of  Tobacco,  each  was  thoroughly  tried,  and  as  thoroughly  failed. 
j:  Special  attention  was  paid  to  hygienic  measures  throughout  all  the 

I  treatment  of  this  case.      I  at  last  placed  her  upon  Fowler's  solution, 

2  drops  after  each  meal,  and  locally  Borate  Soda  2  oz.,  Salycilic 
Acid  I  oz.,  soft  water  i  quart,  this  was  used  as  a  wash  and  by  va- 
ginal enemas,  under  this  treatment  she  was  cured  in  two  months, 
and  has  had  no  return  of  her  trouble  for  over  2  years. 


F!' 
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SECOND   CASE. 

A  maiden  lady  age  29,  had  suffered  from  Pruritus  Vulva  for 
several  years.  There  was  intolerable  itching  and  burning  about  the 
labias,  clitoris  and  mons.  The  diseased  parts  were  covered  with 
watery  vesicles.  Under  the  use  of  Rhus  tox.  3  x.  and  Chry- 
sophanic  Acid  locally,  she  was  cured  in  about  3  months.  Two  and 
one-half  years  have  elapsed  and  there  has  been  no  return  of  disease. 

THIRD    CASE. 

A  married  woman  age  ^^,  suffered  from  Pruritus  Vulva  with  all 
f  the  usual  symptoms,  disease  being  confined  principally  to  the  labias 

i  for  4  years.     Cured  by  Ars.  6,  and  Sulphuric  Acid,  strong,  applied 

;  locally.     The  Acid  used  once  a  week  for  3  weeks,  the  internal  was 

j;  continued  for  about  two  months.     It  is  now  a  year  and  no  return. 

i  LABIAL  CYSTS  AND  ABSCESS. 

Fatty,  Cystic  and  Fibrous  tumors  frequently  have  their  origin  in 
[  the  labia  and  may  resemble  hypertrophia,  but  an  enlargement  that 

1  is  circumscribed  characteristic  of  a  tumor,  may  be  differentiated 

from  an  hypertrophia,  which  has  no  well  defined  boundaries.     Ma- 
J  lignant  developments  like  scirrhous  are  nodular  and  painful. 

j  Vascular  tumefactions   of  the  vulva  are  quite  frequent  and  de- 

I  velope  so  rapidly,  that  excision  becomes  the  only  practical  means  of 

arresting  growth.  Cystic  Tumors  are  cured  sometimes  by  emptying 
the  cysts  with  an  aspirator  or  with  a  large  hypodermic  syringe,  and 
by  injecting  them  with  a  strong  tincture  of  Iodine.  Sometimes  by 
laying  them  open  from  their  mucous  surface,  and  cauterizing  them 
thoroughly  with  the  Nitrate  of  Silver.  It  is  unnecessary  to  dissect 
the  sac  out,  it  being  a  very  bloody  operation  and  not  required  in  the 
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majority  of  cases.  For  naevus  of  the  ex.  labia,  I  have  found  Thuya 
applied  locally  daily  to  be  of  much  service.  The  solid  and  adipose 
tumors  of  the  vulva  are  of  slow  growth  generally,  and  give  but  little 
annoyance,  except  their  bulk.  The  tendency  of  fibroid  tumors  are 
to  become  pedunculated,  it  is  well  not  to  be  hasty  with  surgical 
interference  so  as  to  give  them  time  to  become  pedunculated.  They 
can  then  be  very  safely  removed  with  the  chain  or  wire  ecraseur. 
If  the  pedicle  be  thick,  it  may  be  transfixed  by  a  bistoury  and  each 
half  crushed  through  separately.  But  adipose  tumors  do  not  behave 
in  this  way,  they  merely  distend  the  sac  and  do  not  become  pedun- 
culated, but  assume  a  pyriform  shape  and  are  best  removed  by  a 
careful  dissection. 

Labial  Abscess.  In  each  side  of  the  lower  part  of  the  genital  fis- 
sure may  be  seen  a  red  point,  which  marks  the  orifice  of  a  duct  a 
half  inch  in  length  and  the  size  of  a  bristle,  this  leads  to  a  gland 
that  resemble  the  lachrymal,  the  two  are  called  the  glands  of  Bar- 
tholini,  and  they  or  their  obstructed  ducts  may  become  the  seat  of 
suppurative  inflammation,  and  an  abscess  forms.  Not  infrequently, 
it  matures,  points,  breaks,  and  discharges  spontaneously,  where  an 
abscess  shows  fluctuation  a  free  incision  should  be  made.  A  large 
opening  favors  quick  drainage,  and  a  mere  puncture  prolongs  suffer- 
ing through  failure  to  evacuate  rapidly.  In  the  forming  stage  of  ab- 
scess a  poultice  favors  development  and  lessens  the  pain. 

PUDENDAL  HERNIA. 
The  descent  of  a  knuckle  of  intestine  through  an  inguinal  canal 
into  the  loose  tissue  of  an  external  labium  makes  a  hernial  tumor, 
which  may  be  mistaken  for  an  abscess  or  a  largely  developed  cyst, 
this  is  not  a  disease  of  the  vulva,  but  I  mention  it  in  this  connection 
as  the  mistake  in  diagnosis  is  sometimes  made.  The  use  of  a  de- 
licate exploring  needle  will  reveal  the  nature  of  the  tumefaction.  If 
the  mass  can  be  lessened  by  taxis  and  position,  the  diagnosis  of  her- 
nia is  easy,  but  difficult  when  the  tumor  is  irreducible.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  the  uterus  and  ovaries  have  been  found  in  the  labia 
majora,  and  hence  a  through  examination  and  understanding  of  these 
cases  is  important.     The  treatment  is  the  same  as  for  inguinal  hernia. 


43^  AMERICAN    OBSERVER.  [j 


une 


|ce^o%i^. 


THOMAS  NICHOL,  M.  D^  L.L.D.,  MONTREAL,  QUEBEC,  EDITOR. 


CINA. 
BY  C.  F.  ELLIS,  M.  D. 


The  human  mind  seems  to  be  as  much  addicted  to  favoritism  in 
the  choice  of  medicaments,  as  the  human  heart  is  in  friendships.  It 
is  a  fact  that  we  too  often  use  "our  favorites'*  or  **pets,"  and  ignore 
symptoms  pointing  us  to  the  one  curative  agent;  ct sting  aside  those 
symptomsy  as  unimportant  phenomena.  I  confess  my  greatest  error 
has  been,  that  of  neglecting  symptoms,  which  to  me  appeared  tri- 
fling; I  now  know  them  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance 

Symptoms  are  the  flags  of  distress  hoisted  by  the  suffering  organ- 
ism, none  of  which  should  be  ignored. 

That  we  should  strive  to  overcome  this  tendency  of  favoritism, 
lest  it  lead  us  into  those  dangerous  ruts  so  common  to  our  opponents 
I'm  sure  you  all  admit. 

Amidst  the  din  and  confusion  of  the  warfare  of  new  drugs ^  urged 
upon  our  notice  by  the  many  pharmacies  and  physicians,  I  think  it 
wise,  for  a  few  moments,  to  ask  an  armistice — not  to  inter  the  re- 
mains of  disappointed  and  blasted  hopes,  but  to  resurrect  for  your 
consideration,  a  medicine  which  has  been  partially  entombed  by  a 
child  from  its  own  loins. 

Gentlemen,  I  refer  to  Cina — the  Artemisia,  which  though  not  a 
native  of  this  country,  has  been  transplanted  here;  and  which  so 
meekly  lifts  to  our  touch  its  lanceolate  leaves  and  brownish  yellow 
flowers,  as  if  in  protest  of  neglect.  I  will  not  tire  you  with  the  long 
monotonous  symtomotology,  nor  confuse  you  with  a  theoretical  ex- 

*  Read  before  the  18th  Annual  Session  of  the  Indiana  Institute  of  Homeopathy. 
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position  of  its  action;  but  will  try  to  present  a  pen  picture  of  a  few 
conditions  wherein  Cina  is  so  often  neglected,  or  unthought  of. 

Cina  has  its  main  sphere  of  usefulness  among  the  tender  plants  of 
humanity — viz.  children,  though  we  find  it  doing  good  work  in 
adults.  The  subject  for  Cina,  we  generally  find  to  be  a  fair  haired, 
blue  eyed,  moderately  plump  infant  or  child,  often  presenting  the 
unmistakable  signs  of  scrofula — i.  e.  large  broad  nose,  thick  upper 
lips,  transparent  skin,  bluish  sclerotic,  long  eye-lashes  and  very  fine, 
fuzzy  hair.  The  little  patient  seems  to  grow  and  thrive  for  a  few 
weeks,  and  will  then  become  peevish,  lose  its  appetite  or  is  raven- 
ous— the  bowels  loosen,  the  stools  vary  in  color  and  consistency; 
child  gags  frequently  and  occasionally  vomits.  The  motions  of  the 
child  are  clumsy — it  becomes  fretful  and  rejects  playthings,  and  all 
attempts  to  soothe — face  pale,  eyes  sunken  and  blue  underneath,  dirty 
paleness  around  nose  and  mouth.  Its  sleep  is  short  and  disturbed — 
twitching  of  muscles,  fusses  with  its  nose,  starts,  cries  out,  whines, 
turns  over,  twists,  kicks  off  cover,  wants  to  drink  often  at  nighty 
awakens  with  frightened,  wild  look,  which  lasts  sometime,  and  is 
hard  to  quiet  and  convince  that  it  is  at  home  and  among  friends.  A 
low  fever  exists  during  this  train  of  symptoms  and  the  little  one 
rapidly  grows  thin  and  weak.  It's  about  this  time,  when  the  super- 
stitious have  the  little  one  ?neasuredy  for  the  cure  of  ^^ flesh  decay.** 
It  is  in  this  class  of  cases,  that  Cina  comes  so  beautifully  to  our  aid; 
not  only  relieving  the  immediate  symptoms,  but  correcting  the  deep 
seated  scrofulous  taint.  It  is  a  well  attested  fact  that  Cina  does  cure 
a  form  of  scrofula. 

There  is  another  class  of  cases,  and  they  are  by  no  means  uncom- 
mon, where  Cina  exercises  its  magical  influence  in  warding  off  the 
dreaded  scythe  of  death.  It  is  in  Infantile  Eclampsia,  caused  by  the 
presence  of  indigestible  substances  in  the  intestines.  The  symp- 
toms are  characteristic:  A  child  in  perfect  health  is  suddenly  and 
without  warning  (generally)  seized  with  a  spasm,  always  clonic,  last- 
ing from  a  few  seconds  to  ten  or  more  minutes.  Following  this 
there  is  a  return  of  consciousness,  and  perhaps  quiet  or  restless  sleep. 

Often  there  is  entire  absence  of  symptoms  for  a  half  hour  to 
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three  hours,  when  the  spasm  is  repeated  and  harder,  lasting  longer. 

Sometimes  with  the  advent  of  the  first  spasm,  comes  fever,  run- 
ning very  high,  with  extreme  nervousness. 

Occasionally,  when  the  offending  article  has  been  eaten  in  the 
evening,  there  will  be  restless  sleep  preceding  the  attack.  The 
symptoms  which  are  most  prominent  are — face  either  deadly  pale^ 
with  sunken  eyes,  or  the  cheeks  intensely  red  with  dirty  paleness 
around  mouth  and  nose — extreme  nervousness — clonic  spasms — 
tongue  relaxed,  gagging  with  occasional  vomiting  of  mucus.  Some- 
times we  get  the  gurgling  as  of  water  poured  out  of  a  small  jug,  from 
throat  to  abdomen.  A  symptom  I  hive  often  noticed  is  the  motion 
of  empty  swallowing,  two  or  three  times  a  minute;  even  when  un- 
conscious. 

Among  the  substances  swallowed  which  have  produced  such  con- 
vulsious,  will  mention  a  few  that  have  come  "to  light."  Cherry 
pits,  watermellon  seeds,  uncooked  beans,  watermellon  rinds,  green 
corn,  canned  corn,  canned  peas,  oyster  broth  (in  a  babe  a  few 
weeks  old,)  "johnny  cake,"  buttons,  chunks  of  apple  with  peel  on, 
chunks  of  meat,  hard  curds  of  milk,  etc.,  etc. 

Cina  2ooth  in  water,  every  ^  to  two  hours,  does  the  work. 
Neither  hot  bath  or  purgative  is  needed.  Put  your  trust  in  Cina 
and  keep  your  bottle  full. 

Have  found  Cina  frequently  indicated  in  intermittents  and  re- 
mittents of  children,  where  we  find  the  following  symptoms; 

The  child  is  whining,  peevish  and  complaining:  weeps  piteously 
if  one  goes  to  handle  or  lead  him — great  earnestness  and  sensibility; 
cannot  be  composed  by  things  at  other  times  agreeable,  or  by  cares- 
ses. I  think  Cina  has  brought  me  more  thanks  in  diseases  of  child- 
ren than  any  one  drug  in  the  Materia  Medica. 

It  is  properly  more  often  used  in  those  children  popularly  termed 
"wormy."  At  any  rate,  whether  the  symptoms  are  brought  about 
by  the  presence  of  worms  or  (as  I  often  think)  indigestion,  we  are  * 
told  that  the  child  becomes  restless  in  its  sleep,  kicks,  moans,  talks, 
grates  its  teeth,  bores  its  nose,  starts  up  in  a  terrible  fright,  eyes 
staring,  pupils  dilated,  appetite  variable,  from  voraciousness  to  com- 
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plete  loss  and  even  aversion  to  food.  Tongue  relaxed,  white,  with 
enlarged  red  papillae  showing  through.  Breath  very  offensive, 
feverish  towards  evening,  and  during  night  child  very  cross.  In 
these  cases  Cina  acts  marvellously.  It  is  peculiar,  that  where  worms 
are  present  and  Cina  is  given,  high^  I  have  never  seen  a  worm  come 
away  alive  or  entire,  but  many,  many  times  the  mother  reports 
that  partly  digested  substances,  having  much  the  appearance  of 
worms,  have  passed  for  several  days. 

Santonine  is  given  frequently  in  the  place  of  Cina.  It  should 
never  be  given  when  the  above  symptoms  are  present,  unless  Cina 
fails — and  I  don't  believe  Cina  will  fail  if  those  symptoms  are  pres- 
ent. 

It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  cure  several  of  the  abovfe  cases  with 
Cina,  after  Santonine  had  failed.  Even  within  the'  last  week  Cina 
carried  off  the  honors  in  a  very  bad  case,  after  the  persistent  use  of 
Santonine. 

I  think  we  should  decry  this  fashion  of  substitution.  It  is  un- 
scientific, unsafe,  and  utterly  wrong.  Santonine  can  no  more  fill 
the  place  of  Cina,  than  can  Robert  Lincoln  fill  the  place  of  his  la- 
mented father. 

Have  used  Cina  both  high  and  low  and  can  unhesitatingly  say 
that  the  two-hundredth  acts  quickly,  and  more  enduringly  than  the 
low  preparations. 


Cholera  Infantum. — As  the  season  has  arrived  when  this  dis- 
ease prevails  so  extensively  in  all  our  cities,  we  call  the  attention  of 
the  profession  to  the  use  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Carnrick's  admirable 
preparation  of  Beef  Peptonoids.  It  is  palatable,  highly  nutritious, 
and  readily  assimilated.  A  single  ounce,  costing  but  twenty-five 
cents,  is  better  than  three  quarts  of  beef  tea.  Messrs.  Reed  &  Can- 
rick,  182  Fulton  street.  New  York,  will  send  sample  free  to  physi- 
cians, or  mail  a  pound  package  for  $2.50. 
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H.  W.  TAYLOR,  M.  D.,  TERRE  HAUTE,  IND.,  EDITOR. 

SOME  CURIOUS  CASES  OF  AGUE. 

BY  T.  C.  HUNTER,  M.  D.* 


In  the  autumn  of  1856  I  was  attacked  with  a  very  curious  form  of 
intermittent  disease, — I  cannot  call  it  intermittent  fever,  as  I  had  no 
fever  at  all;  but  had  a  severe  shaking  chill  of  four  hours  duration, 
which  returned  every  other  day.  After  the  chill  passed  off,  I  had  a 
very  severe  and  exhausting  diarrhoea  which  continued  from  6  to  8 
hours,  and  left  me  very  weak.  On  the  next  day  I  had  a  good  ap- 
petite, and  felt  well,  but  weak  This  continued  for  several  weeks, 
with  occasional  intervals  of  rest.  I  was  prescribed  for  by  several 
other  physicians,  but  nothing  seemed  to  have  any  effect  upon  me. 
One  day  during  the  time  I  received  a  copy  of  the  North  American 
Journal  of  Homoeopathy  which  contained  a  sort  of  Materia  Medica, 
edited  by  the  renegade  Peters.  In  it  was  a  proving  of  Alcohol. 
After  reading  it,  1  thought  it  seemed  to  be  the  remedy  for  my  case. 
I  immediately  engaged  the  services  of  a  young  nephew  to  procure 
for  me  some  wild  cherries,  which  were  then  ripe.  He  soon  obtained 
a  supply  for  me,  which  I  put  in  a  bottle,  and  covered  with  common 
alcohol.  The  next  day  I  began  to  take  about  two  ounces  of  this 
wild-cherry  bounce,  at  a  dose,  and  repeated  the  dose  three  times  a 
day;  and  continued  to  do  so  for  several  days.  I  had  no  more  par- 
oxysms and  remained  free  from  the  ague  for  thirteen  years,  although 
living  in  malarious  districts  all  that  time. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1869  I  had  another  attack,  without  either 
fever  or  chill,  but  instead,  on  the  evening  of  every  other  day,  was 
attacked  with  a  slight  pain  in  the  region  of  the  gall-bladder,  which 

*Read  before  the  18th  Annual  Session  of  the  Indiana  Institute  of  HomoBpathy. 
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soon  became  very  severe ;  and  was  accompanied  with  vomiting  as 
often  as  once  in  every  15  minutes,  and  also  with  a  severe  dysenteric 
diarrhoea.  The  paroxysm  lasted  36  hours,  and  left  me  very  much 
exhausted,  with  only  twelve  hours,  in  which  to  prepare  for  another 
paroxysm.  Fortunally  severe  cold  weather  came  on  soon,  the  parox- 
ysms ceased,  but  left  me  very  much  debilitated.  This  attack  also 
resisted  all  the  remedies  I  could  bring  to  bear  on  it.  One  night  being 
in  great  desperation,  I  took  60  grains  of  Sweet  Quinine  with  10  or  12 
ozs.  of  whiskey,  without  any  visible  affect.  The  next  Spring,  feeling 
that  I  was  not  free  from  the  disease,  I  removed  from  Bellefontaine, 
Ohio,  to  Silver  Creek,  N.  Y.,  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Silver 
Creek  is  noted  for  its  freedom  from  all  forms  of  ague;  the  disease 
being  very  rare  in  that  locality,  unless  imported  from  other  less 
favored  places.  In  the  course  of  the  summer  of  1870,  my  trouble 
left  me  entirely.  In  the  latter  portion  of  that  season,  I  was  called 
to  treat  Mr.  T.,  a  wealthy  old  gentlemen  of  that  place,  who  was 
suffering  with  what  appeared  to  be  a  gastralgia;  the  pain  was  severe 
and  accompanied  with  severe  spasmodic  retching  and  vomiting.  I 
prescribed  what  I  thought  was  necessary  for  his  case.  On  my  return 
the  next  day  I  found  him  entirely  relieved,  and  felt  satisfied  with 
what  I  had  done,  and  dismissed  the  case.  On  the  next  day  I  was 
sent  for  again,  and  found  the  old  gentleman  suffering  exactly  -as 
when  first  seen,  I  then  thought  I  recognized  my  old  enemy,  and 
asked  my  patient  if  he  had  ever  had  anything  like  such  an  attack 
before,  and  if  so,  whether  it  had  the  intermittent  form?  He  replied, 
that  he  had  been  subject  to  similar  attacks  for  30  years,  and  had 
employed  many  of  the  most  noted  physicians  of  both  schools  in  the 
state,  expending  hundreds  of  tiollars,  without  the  least  beneficial 
result.  After  comparing  recollections  with  his  wife,  he  informed  me 
that  they  had  always  assumed  an  intermittent  form,  but  that  neither 
he  nor  his  medical  advisers,  had  paid  any  attention  to  the  fact.  I 
told  him  that  he  had  the  ague,  and  that  I  thought  I  could  cure  him. 
He  said  that  if  I  did,  he  would  give  me  five  hundred  dollars.  I  con- 
cluded that  I  would  try  to  break  up  the  paroxysms  with  Quinine, 
and  r^r^  him  afterward.     Theresas  not  much    science  or   original- 
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ity  in  that,  but  as  I  am  not  writing  science  now,  but  history,  I  will 
state  what  I  did.  I  went  to  the  drug  store  and  purchased  lo  grains 
of  Sulphate  of  Quinine,  which  I  divided  into  two  doses,  one  of 
which  I  ordered  to  be  taken,  immediately  after  the  paroxysm  had 
passed  away,  and  the  other  two  hours  later. 

About  the  time  for  the  paroxysm  to  occur,  I  visited  him  again, 
expecting  to  find  my  patient  with  a  smiling  face,  but  to  my  great 
chagrin  and  disappointment,  I  found  him  writhing  with  pain,  and 
almost  continual  vomiting.  All  declared  that  it  was  the  worst 
paroxysm  he  had  ever  experienced  I  really  feared  he  would  not 
live  twelve  hours,  I  had  prescribed  the  strictly  homoeopathic  remedy, 
but  in  a  dose  very  much  to  large,  and  the  result  was  what  ought  to 
have  been  foreseen,  viz:  a  dangerous  aggravation  of  the  symptoms, 
I  watched  the  case  with  fear  and  trembling,  feeling  that  I  deserved 
prosecution  for  mal-practice.  About  this  time  a  kind  friend  sent 
the  patient  a  bottle  of  Congress  water,  which  proved  very  grateful 
and  refreshing,  so  much,  so  that  he  immediately  ordered  a  case  of  it 
from  Saratoga,  and  continued  the  use  of  it. 

He  never  had  another  paroxysm.  Congress  water  received  the 
credit,  and  my-five  hundred  dollar  fee  had  "gone  glimmering"  The 
patient  never  had  another  paroxysm, 

I  do  not  offer  these  ♦cases  as  specimens  of  the  great  benefits  to  be 
desired  from  homoeopathic  treatment,  but  rather  like  the  drunkard 
who  acompanied  a  temperance  lecturer  to  show  the  audience  a 
terrible  example  of  the  effects  of  drunkenness.  These  are  **  terrible 
examples"  of  the  want  of  strictly  scientific  homoeopathy.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  others  may  take  warning  and  do  better. 


Spiraea  Ulmaria  in  Prostatitis. — (Medical  Record). — Accord- 
ing to  Bauch,  the  Queen  of  the  Meadow  (Spiraea  Ulmaria)  is  des- 
tined to  occupy  an  important  place  in  the  therapeutics  of  diseases  of 
genito-urinary  apparatus.  He  has  administered  an  infusion  to  pa- 
tients with  enlarged  prostrate  in  whom  urination,  or  the  passing  of 
a  catheter,  was  very  difficult,  and  within  half  an  hour  they  urinated 
abundantly  and  freely. 
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IS  DEATH  PAINFUL? 

BY  F.  F.  DEDERKY,  M.  D,,  SACRAMENTO,  CAL. 


It  has  been  the  popular  belief,  since  time  out  of  mind,  that  death 
is  painful  and  something  horrible  to  endure.  The  belief  continues 
with  the  great  masses  to  the  present  day.  Such  expressions  as  "  the 
pangs  of  death,"  "  the  agony  of  death,"  "  the  last  struggle,"  etc.,  etc., 
sufficiently  testify  to  this.  That  an  answer  to  this  question,  whether 
death  is  painful  is  of  considerable  importance  to  all  human  beings 
no  one  will  deny,  for  all  are  naturally  in  great  dread  of  pain.  The 
great  finale,  the  closing  scene  of  life's  busy  performance  cannot  be 
escaped.  We  are  sure  of  this  one  thing,  that  death  will  come  at 
last.  No  truer  axiom,  than  that  "we  are  born,  look  around  for  a 
moment  and  die." — There  are  more  momentous  questions  perhaps, 
to  the  reasoning  mind  of  man,  who  fondly  believes  and  hopes  for  a 
future  existence,  such  as  "whence  and  whether?"  But  these, 
though  they  are  answered  with  more  or  less  emphasis  by  the  faith- 
ful believer,  cannot  be  elucidated  with  any  approach  to  positive 
certainty  and  therefore  will  remain  in  all  probability  for  all  the  time 
objects  of  conjecture.  The  question  however  "Is  death  painful?" 
concerns  all  the  living  and  can  be  answered  with  more  certainty 
from  daily  observation  if  not  from  actual  experience. 

Our  principal  aim,  whilst  in  the  engagement  of  conscious  existence 
should  be,  how  to  make  the  most  of  this  our  animal  life  in  the  body, 
in  other  words,  to  learn  how  to  live  in  happiness  to  the  end,  lives 
worth  living.  A  happy  life  can  be  accomplished  with  the  greatest 
amount  of  certainty,  only  by  working  with  all  our  capability  to 
achieve  a  sound  mind  in  a  healthy  body.  By  these  means  we  shall 
be  enabled  to  look  upon  death   as   a  final  calamity  to   be   sure,  to 
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be  regarded  however  as  a  distant  friend,  kept  in  view  through  a  long 
and  pleasant  vista,  whose  embrace  is  inevitably  to  be  met  with  at 
an  uncertain  future  day. 

Life  and  death  imply  a  constant  change  from  a  chemical  point  of 
view,  in  fact,  living  is  dying  and  the  scriptural  text,  "In  the  midst  of 
life,  we  are  in  death,"  is  true  from  more  than  one  aspect." 

It  is  supposed  with  a  great  deal  of  plausibility  that  the  entrance  of 
the  animated  body  into  this  life  is  without  pain  to  the  individual 
born.  At  all  events,  if  there  is  pain  it  is  considered  to  be  endured 
in  a  state  of  unconsciousness,  for  no  one  has  been  found  as  yet  since 
memory  exists  to  recall  the  suffering  if  any,  during  that  mon\ent 
The  exit  from  life  no  matter  through  what  cause  is  equally  painless. 
If  this  is  thought  to  be  conjecture,  it  seems  at  least  a  very  reasonable 
conjecture. 

In  the  naturul  course  of  events  we  have  an  unavoidable  death,  or 
death  from  necessity,  which  takes  place  when  the  individual  life  in 
due  course  of  time  has  become  unable  to  sustain  and  keep  up  the. 
vitality  of  the  whole  organism;  this  should  occur  only  in  extreme  old 
age  and  would  be  the  only  natural  cause  of  death,  if  the  laws  of  our 
existence  had  not  been  interfered  with  and  were  not  violated  in  so 
many  instances  through  so  many  generations.  .\11  other  forms  of 
death  we  may  appropriately  call  accidental. 

Death  comes  to  the  worn  out  body,  or  to  the  body  unable  to  sus- 
tain life  like  sleep  approaching  unconsciously  to  the  weary.  Death 
has  been  called  the  twin-brother  of  sleep  — "Balmy  sleep,  natures  sweet 
restorer." — It  is  a  sickening  and  discouraging  sight  to  behold  death 
the  twin  brother  of  sleep  the  sweet  restoring  soother,  represented  as 
he  is  in  our  modern  times.  The  ancients  and  especially  the  Greeks 
had  more  consoling  wisdom.  They  represented  Death  as  a  gentle 
youth,  mourning  the  departed  victim,  extinguishing  a  turned  down 
torch,  symbolic  of  life  with  nothing  unpleasant  in  the  picture.  We  in 
this  refined  civilized  nineteenth  century,  continue  to  paint  him  as  a 
bony  skeleton,  with  a  scythe  in  his  hand,  ready  to  cut  down  life  like 
grass,  the  whole  frightful  to  look  upon. 

There  seems  to  be  a  natural  and  wholesome  dread   of  death   im- 
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planted  in  all  living  beings.  The  animal  flees  from  its  destroyer 
and  seeks  to  avoid  supposed  danger.  This  natural  dread  is  not 
diminished  in  rational  men.  Why  it  should  be  increased  to  an 
unreasonable  fear  by  ocular  demonstration  through  the  hideous 
representations  of  death,  cannot  be  comprehended.  It  has  been 
charged  to  pagan  sensuality  that  the  vulgar  emblems  of  death,  the 
skull  and  crossbones  were  from  them  adopted  by  the  moderns;  This 
is  not  only  doubtful  however,  but  decidedly  untrue,  these  emblems 
appear  rather  to  have  originated  in  the  dark  ages  by  popular  sup- 
erstition and  monkish  cynicism,  together  and  simultaneously  perhaps 
with  the  awfully  forbidding  unwholesome  figure  of  death.  In  this 
instance  we  might  profit  greatly  by  adopting  the  milder  and  hand- 
some representations  of  death  from  ancient  pagan  mythology. 

Death  from  necessity,  this  unavoidable  death  of  old  age,  cannot 
be  painful,  neither  can  the  passing  away  unto  death  from  any  cause 
be  so.  Before  old  age  comes,  we  may  die  a  thousand  times  in  anti- 
cipation of  the  event,  but  the  final  exit  from  life,  where  death  like 
balmy  sleep,  creeps  on  an  organism  unable  to  sustain  vitality,  though 
this  organism  may  retain  consciousness  almost  to  the  last,  this  final 
exit  cannot  be  painful.  Death  at  worst  is  rest  to  the  body;  falling 
to  sleep  causes  no  physical  suffering,  why  then  should  we  suppose 
that  the  entering  intoneverlasting  rest,  should  be  painful  to  the  body? 

It  is  thought  and  seemingly  with  correctness,  that  death  approach- 
es through  either  the  brain,  the  heart  or  the  lungs,  these  three  in 
olden  times  were  called  the  tripod  of  life.  Solution,  or  perhaps  I 
had  better  say  the  inability  to  sustain  the  vitality  of  the  whole  organ- 
ism may  commence  in  either  one  of  them,  and  resting  on  the  others, 
destroy  life.  No  matter  by  which  avenue  it  approaches,  death  quiets 
the  whole  storm,  and  seems  to  fill  the  dying  with  pleasant  recollec- 
tions of  the  past  life. 

Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  says  of  the  dying  at  old  age  **it  is  like  falling 
to  sleep,-  never  to  wake  in  this  state  of  existence.  Some  die  retain- 
ing all  the  faculties  and  qifite  aware  that  their  dissolution  is  at  hand, 
others  offer  no  signs  of  recognition  of  external  objects,  so  that  it  is 
impossible  for  us  to  form  any  positive  opinion,  whether  they   do  or 
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INDIRECT  INDORSEMENT  OF  HIGH  POTENCY 

PRACTICE. 

BY  H.  M.  PAINE,  M.  D.,  ALBANY,  N.  Y. 


Mr.  Editor: — In  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  New  York  State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  pub- 
lished on  page  380,  current  volume  of  the  Observer,  an  error  in  the 
report  of  my  remarks  at  the  meeting  renders  an  explanation  neces- 
sary. 

I  declined  serving  the  society  because  I  abhor  most  intensely  the 
lukewarm  attitude  which  it  maintains  toward  high  potency  practice. 

It  was  well  known  by  the  high  potency  party  that  several  mem- 
bers present  were  determined,  in  case  reports  of  alleged  cures  by 
high  potencies  were  presented,  to  subject  every  such  report  to  thor- 
ough scrutiny,  in  order  to  weed  ©ut  all  those  in  which  the  cure 
could,  by  any  possibility,  be  traced  to  the  influence  of  any  other 
known  agency  than  the  purely  homoeopathic  action  of  the  remedy. 

The  members  of  the  high  potency  party  for  once  were  brought  to 
a  stand.  Whether  they  feared  the  discussion  sure  to  be  awakened, 
or  were  conscious  of  the  fact  that  not  one  in  dozens  of  their  reputed 
cures  will  bear  a  critical  test,  not  a  single  potency  was  7?ientioned  at  the 
meeting.     The  remedies  only  were  named,  not  the  potency. 

The  proposition  to  omit  all  reference  to  the  name  of  the  potency 
has  been  frequ6ntiy  voted  down.  This  time  the  high-flyers  were 
forced  to  omit  any  reference  to  potencies,  and  to  this  extent  it  may 
be  claimed,  inferentially,  the  low  potency  party  has  gained  an  ad- 
vantage ;  but  this  will  not  prevent  the  publication  of  the  name  or 
number  of  the  potency  in  the  transactions 'of  the  Society ;  the  ad- 
vantage gained  therefore,  is  comparatively  small. 

The  members  of  the  low  potency  party  has  rights  in  this  matter 
which  cannot  longer  be  ignored.  //  is  a  great  wrong  that  they 
should  be  compelled  to  recognize  and  measurably  indorse  the  hom- 
oeopathicity  of  these  non-descript  cases. 

My  remarks  were  substantially  as  follows  : 

"  Dr.  H.  M.  Paine  expressed  a  desire  to  be  excused  from  serving 
30 
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the  Society  in  the  capacity  of  chairman  of  the  bureau  of  Gjmaecolo- 
gy.  He  could  not  conscientiously  accept  any  official  position  while 
the  Society  remained  indifferent  to  the  presence  of  an  error  in  theo- 
ry and  practice  greater  than  any  that  had  ever  before  been  held  by 
medical  men  of  any  school  or  age  ;  an  error  the  falseness  of  which 
was  being  daily  demonstrated  by  thousands  of  homceopathists  the 
world  over. 

"  To  allow  this  false  system  to  go  on  under  the  guise  of  homoeo- 
pathy, is,  in  view  of  the  amount  and  kind  of  practical  knowledge, 
showing  its  non-homceopathic  origin  and  status,  a  procedure  which 
should  call  forth,  in  unmeasured  terms  of  disapproval,  the  condem- 
nation of  every  one  who  desires  to  promote  the  well-being  and  future 
usefulness  of  this  Society. 

"Dynamic  treatment  by  high  potencies  is  non  -  homoeopathic. 
From  a  homoeopathic  point  of  view  it  is  false  in  theory  and  practice. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  this  fact,  members  are  permitted  to  report 
cases  as  homoeopathic,  which  have  no  known  relevancy  thereto. 

"  This  fact,  a  large  portion  of  the  members  are  as  well  convinced 
of  as  I  am,  and  yet,  on  grounds  of  expediency,  are  unwilling  to  come 
out  squarely  and  repudiate  the  error. 

"  No  wonder  that  evidences  of  discord  and  discontent  are  fre- 
quently witnessed.  No  wonder  that  four  of  its  ol'dest  and  ablest 
representatives  have  recently  resigned  from  the  membership  of  this 
Society,  in  order  to  join  the  fellowship  of  the  old-shool.  In  my 
opinion  this  fact  is  one  of  the  utmost  significance. 

"Excuse  this  occurrence  as  we  may;  explain  it  away,  satisfactori- 
ly to  ourselves  if  we  can ;  rest  assured,  the  fact  still  remains  plain  to 
unprejudiced  observers,  thaf  these  departures  were  brought  about 
on  account  of  radical  defects  in  the  tenets  of  our  School. 

"These  men  are  not  novices  in  the  study  and  practice  of  homoeo- 
pathy. They  are  among  the  most  scholarly,  the  most  honest  and 
successful  practitioners  in  this  country.  They  have  gained  neither 
wealth,  influence  or  social  standing  by  going  out  of  our  school. 
They  have  for  many  years  enjoyed  all  these  advantages.  They  have 
left  the  homoeopathic  school  because  of  its  defects.     They  could  not 
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honestly  remain/    They  were  forced  out  by  our  supineness  and  in- 
difference. 

"Reflect  a  moment  on  the  very  moderate  inducements  for  thor- 
oughly educated  young  men  to  identify  themselves  with  homoeopathy 
and  its  intersts,  offered  by  our  school,  if  its  ripest  scholars  and  ablest 
practitioners  after  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  leave  its  ranks  in 
disgust. 

"  The  President,  in  his  otherwise  abl^  address,  spoke  of  those  who 
many  years  ago  seceded  from  homoeopathy,  but  he  did  not  dare,  or 
at  least  deemed  it  inexpedient,  to  allude  to  these  recent  departures. 

"  When  criticised  by  a  discerning  public,  as  we  surely  will  be,  what 
reasonable  explanation  can  we  offer  regarding  so  remarkable  an  ex- 
odus as  this  ?  And  what  evidence  can  we  furnish  of  purposes  form- 
ulated or  plans  entered  upon,  to  at  least  measurably,  counteract  the 
disintegrating  tendencies  going  on  in  our  school  ? 

"The  murderer  is  held  before  the  law  because  he  is  criminal  on 
one  point.  It  is  not  necessary  that  he  should  be  found  guilty  of 
perjury,  arson  or  theft ;  but  being  held  for  one  he  is  as  clearly  amen- 
able to  law  as  if  guilty  of  all.  So,  likewise,  while  this  Society  is  not 
deficient  in  all  points,  by  ignoring  a  most  essential  one,  is  adjudged 
grossly  recreant  to  its  high  trusts,  and  is  so  held  before  the  bar  of 
professional  and  public  opinion. 

"  For  these  reasons  I  cannot  conscientiously  indorse  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  Society,  by  accepting  any  official  position  therein.  To 
do  so  would  be  equivalent  to  an  indirect  indorsement  of  the  weak  and 
timorous  policy  followed  by  the  Society,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  ex- 
ceedingly unwise,  unjustifiable  and  prejudicial  to  the  best  interests 
of  true  homoeopathy.  It  is  a  policy  which  amounts  to  a  sacrifice  of 
homoeopathic  principles  on  the  altar  of  expediency ;  a  policy  which 
merits  and  will  receive  the  continued  disapproval  of  the  great  body 
of  the  medical  profession. 

"For  thirty-three  years  I  have  been  an  active  participant  in  the 
aims  and  work  of  this  Society  ;  have  enjoyed  its  fellowship,  and 
have  been  profited  by  its  resources  for  improvement.  But  now  I 
find  myself  surrounded  by  new  and  younger  men,  whose  plans  and 
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purposes  regarding  the  sphere  and  influence  of  homceopathy  are  very 
different  from  those  which  actuated  the  pioneers  of  our  system  and 
the  founders  of  this  Society. 

"While  I  am  not  ready  to  sever  my  connection  with  the  Society  as 
my  friends,  with  whom  I  have  been  so  intimately  and  so  pleasantly 
associated  for  many  years,  have  done,  I  shall  not  fail,  so  long  as  I 
liave  opportunity,  to  express,  on  every  suitable  occasion,  in  the  most 
emphatic  and  positive  terms,  my  earnest  protest  against  the  unwise 
policy  of  recognizing  the  homoeopathicity  of  high  potency  practice." 


TiiK  Use  of  Achillea  Millefolium  in  Lbucokrilba. — {Eclectic  Med, 
Jour.) — Dr.  Lvoff  {Vratrh)^  says  that  Achillea  Millefolium,  an  old  popular  re- 
mocly,(lisplays  a  decidedly  beneficial  action  in  cases  of  simple  (non-gonorrhoea) 
whites  in  children  and  adult  women.  His  statement  is  based  on  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  pbint  to  thirty-four  patients,  twenty  of  them  being  from  7  to  15, 
seven  from  16  to  20,  and  seven  from  20  to  30.  An  infusion  of  summfts  or 
flowers  was  used.  In  an  editorial  note,  Professor  V.  A.  Manassein  states  that, 
according  to  Annt^^nkofF,  the  leaves  and  flowers  of  Millefolium  possess  tonic 
and  stimulating  properties,  and  are  used  in  atony  of  the  digestive  organs,  in 
cases  of  hiemorrhodial  and  uterine  haemorrhage,  in  dysmenorrhoea,  mucous 
whi*^es,  chlorosis,  etc.  Ronzier-Joly  praised  the  remedy  as  an  emmenagogue 
(10  grammes  to  500  of  boiling  water).  Chomel  and  Hufeland  gave  it  as  an  an- 
tispasmodic and  in  amenorrhcea  (20,  30  to  1000).  Zanoni  prepared  from  Mille- 
folium a  bitter  alkaloid- like  principle,  achilleine,  which  was  later  studied  by 
Planta,  and  was  recommended  as  a  remedy  for  intermittent  fever  by  Puppi. 


DipnTTTERTA  AND  MICROCOCCI. — (Joumol  Amv.  Med.  Assn.) — According 
to  the  remarks  of  Dr.  H.  C.  Wood,  in  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Medical  Society,  there  is  in  the  ordinary  natural  saliva  of  every 
person's  mouth,  a  micrococcus  or  plant  that  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the 
micrococcus  of  the  most  malignant  diphtheria;  they  weie,  as  far  as  could  be 
discovered,  identical.  The  same  micrococci  were  found  in  great  abundance 
in  cases  of  puerperal  metritis,  sloughing  sores,  and  gangrenous  wounds;  from 
which  he  infers  that  diphtheria  is  not  a  specific  disease,  but  simply  a  putrid 
or  septic  sore  throat,  of  greater  or  less  severity  in  different  cases.  This  is 
returning  very  nearly  to  the  opinions  derived  from  clinical  observation  fifty 
years  since.  ^ 
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The  OPPOSITION  to  Cremation  must  give  way  in  time.  When  the 
public  discovers  that  the  body  burns,  whether  committed  to  the 
flames  or  the  ground,  but  that  the  former  merely  hastens  the  act  of 
combustion,  thereby  reducing  the  dangers  of  infection  to  a  mini- 
mum, it  will  come  round  to  the  proper  scientific  and  sanitary  way 
of  thinking. 

Congress  and  Sanitation. — Congress  has  been  memorialized  to 
offer  a  reward  of  $10,000  for  the  discovery  of  the  yellow  fever  germ, 
and  a  preventive  or  cure  for  the  disease.  But  Congress  has  been  too 
busy  with  politics  to  devote  much  attention  to  the  health  question. 

Experiments  in  Yellow  Fever  Vaccination. — Dr.  Domingos 
Feire,  President  of  the  Central  Board  of  Hygiene  in  Rio  Janeiro, 
writes  to  the  Sanitary  News  of  his  experiments  in  Yellow  Fever 
Vaccination.  We  quote  portions  of  the  letter  :  "  The  method 
of  culture  which  I  have  followed  is  Pasteur's.  I  withdraw  blSod, 
or  any  other  organic  liquid,  from  persons  sick  with  yellow  fever, 
or  from  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  using  the  most  scrupulous  precau- 
tions, and  introduce  these  liquids  into  Pasteur*s  flasks,  previously 
sterilized,  and  containing  a  solution  of  glycerine  or  beef  "  bouil- 
lon." In  these  conditions  the  microbe  developes  abundantly,  and 
becomes  of  itself  attenuated  by  the  action  of  the  air,  which  fil- 
ters through  the  tampion  of  amianthus  with  which  the  flask  is  cork- 
ed. The  purity  of  these  cultures  is  demonstrated  by  microscopic 
examinations,  of  which  you  will  find  a  good  illustration  in  my  me- 
moir "  Experimental  Studies  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever." 
The  Microbe  appears  in  the  form  of  little  black  points,  like  grains 
of  sand  (780  diameters);  in  the  mature  form  it  presents  the  appear- 
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ance  of  round  cells  with  an  ash-gray  or  black  rim,  containing  in  their 
interior  yellow  and  black  pigment  and  some  granulations  which  will 
be  the   future   spores.     These  cells  burst  at  a  given   moment,  and 
pour  out  their  contents,  i.  e.  the  spores,  the  pigments,  and  a  nitro- 
genous substance  composed  of  ptomaines,  which  I  have  isolated  not 
only  from  vomited  matter,  but  also  from  the  blood  itself,  and  from 
the  urine.     The  yellow  pigment   being  very  soluble,  produces  the 
icteric  infiltration  of  all  the  tij?sues  by  a  sort  of  tinctorial  imbibition 
which  may  go  on  even  after  death;  the  black  pigment,  as  well  as  the 
detritus  resulting  from  the  rupture  of  the  cells,  being  insoluble,  is 
carried  into  the  general  circulation  and  produces  obstructions  in  the 
sanguine  capillaries,  whence  the  appoplectic  symptoms  so  common 
in  yellow  fever,  and  in  the  urinary  tubules,  whence  the  suppression 
of  the  urine,  a  very  frequent  and  terrible  symptom  in  this  disease. 
*         *         *  ■     After  having  demonstrated  the  contagious  nature 
of  yellow  fever  by  experiments  upon  barn-door  fowls,  I  made  experi- 
ments in  preventive  innoculations,  first  upon  animals  and  then  upon 
men.         *        *        *       Up  to  this  date  I  have  vaccinated  450  per- 
sons.        *         *         *         Freedom  from  yellow  fever  has  been  pro- 
nounced among  those  thus  vaccinated,  for  they  have  passed  through  . 
a  quite  severe  epidemic,  and  only  six  deaths  have  occurred     *     * 
less  than  two  in  a  hundred,  while  more  than  a  thousand  deaths  have 
occurred  among   the  non-vaccinated,    their   mortality  being   about 
thirty  to  forty  per  hundred.         *         *         *         ^^le  protective  in- 
noculation  for  charbon  gives  an  immunity  to  one-tenth  and  the  vac- 
cination for  small-pox  guarantees  an  immunity  to  one-fifth,  accord- 
ing to  the  calculations  of  Bousquet." 

The  Cholera — There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  about  the  cholera 
in  France  being  the  Asiatic  disease  At  present,  the  best  safeguard 
against  its  encroachments  is  cleanliness^  scrupulous,  unmitigated 
cleanliness^  not  only  of  the  person,  but  of  the  city  as  well.  Cholera 
is  a  filth  disease,  and  filth  is  its  freest  promulgator. 

The  American  Health  Association. — The  twelfth  annual  ses- 
sion of  this  organization  will   convene  in  St.  Louis  next  October. 
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Efforts  are  making  for  a  large  and   interesting  session.     Almost 
every  subject  of  sanitary  importance  will  be  discussed. 

Vaccination. — We  commend  the  care  taken  by  the  Syracuse,  N. 
Y.,  Board  of  Health  in  issuing  precise  instructions  concerning  the 
vaccination  of  school  children.  They  may  be  taken  as  general  rules 
for  all  children  :  *'  Healthy  infants  should  be  vaccinated  between 
the  first  and  seventh  months  of  life ;  vaccination  of  delicate  infants 
may  be  delayed  until  the  middle  of  the  third  year  ;  children  should 
be  Tevaccinated  during  the  fourteenth  year  ;  after  severe  illness  per- 
sons should  be  vaccinated,  and-  also  when  exposed  or  likely  to  be 
exposed  to  small-pox.  Spring  and  autumn  are  the  better  seasons 
for  vaccination.'* 

Disinfectants. — No  drain  in  proper  working  order  ought  to  give 
rise  to  any  nuisance  whatever.  Excepting  cases  of  temporary  stop- 
page, disinfectants  are  at  best  but  of  temporary  service.  If  a  drain 
leaks,  or  is  otherwise  defective,  the  danger  of  sewer-gas  poisoning, 
though  always  present,  is  not  always  manifest.  Bad  smells  arise  but 
occasionally,  then  only  the  household  take  alarm,  disinfectants  are 
procured,  and  the  nuisance  is  at  once  apparently  removed.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  only  result  is  to  engender  a  sense  of  false  securi- 
ty, and  to  mask  the  danger  for  a  few  days,  instead  of  removing  it 
altogether.  We  would  therefore  suggest  that,  though  disinfectants 
ought  in  no  case  to  be  refused,  their  distribution  should  at  once  be 
followed  by  a  domiciliary  visit.  The  demand  for  disinfectants 
might  serve  to  indicate  where  domiciliary  visits  should  be  paid.  By 
this  simple  means  innumerable  cases  of  defective  drainage  would  be 
discovered,  especially  in  middle  class  houses.  Such  activity  might 
require  additions  to  the  sanitary  staff,  but  for  so  good  a  purpose  no 
objection  need  be  raised  to  the  extra  expense.  As  matters  now 
stand,  however,  it  is  a  question  whether  the  indiscriminate  distribu- 
tion of  disinfectants,  without  subsequent  inquiry,  does  not  do  more 
harm  than  good.  But  for  the  facilities  of  obtaining  these  disinfect- 
ants there  are  many  cases  in  which  the  house  drains  would  be  dug 
up,  repaired,  and  properly  relaid. — Lancet, 
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Plumbing  Rules  in  Paris. — The  success  of  plumbing  regulations 
in  America  has  led  the  Parisian  authorities  to  consider  the  feasibili- 
ty of  of  adopting  similar  laws.  Hitherto  there  has  been  no  water  in 
Paris  water  closets  :  the  proposed  regulations  provide  for  a  supply 
of  at  least  two  and  a-half  gallons  per  day  to  each  person.  This  is 
very  little,  but  decidedly  better  than  none  at  all.  The  rule  will  pro- 
bably be  made  more  stringent  in  the  course  of  time. 

Massachusetts  Water  Supplies. — A  bill  has  been  reported  en- 
abling cities  and  towns  to  protect  the  purity  of  their  water  supply 
by  taking  the  lands  around  any  ponds  or  streams  not  exceeding  five 
rods  in  width. 

Disinfection  of  Polluted  Soil. — Disinfection  is  the  destruction 
of  the  specific  poisons  of  contagious  or  infectious  diseases.  The 
causes  of  these  diseases  are  now  believed  to  be  minute  living  parti- 
cles of  matter  ;  some  of  them  are  known  to  be  minute  vegetable  or- 
ganisms or  microphytes  which  can  live  and  multiply  either  within  or 
without  the  living  body.  *  *  *  It  would  seem  evident 
that  the  first  principle  of  disinfection  is  to  attack  these  poisons  or 
germs  at  their  origin  as  far  as  possible,  and  before  they  are  scattered. 
The  best  place  to  apply  disinfectants  in  scarlet  fever,  for  instance,  is 
to  the  skin  of  the  patient,  and  to  the  discharges  from  his  throat,  nose, 
bowels,  and  kidneys,  because  it  is  in  the  excretions  and  debris  from 
these  sources  that  the  poison  is  most  apt  to  be  contained.  The 
second  principle  is  to  keep  the  surfaces  or  substances  which  are  to 
be  disinfected  moist  until  the  process  has  been  accomplished,  or  in 
case  they  have  become  dry,  to  moisten  them  before  moving  them,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  production  of  dust  and  the  scattering  of  the 
minute  dangerous  particles.  *  *  When  the  ancient  family 
cesspool  or  vault  is  to  be  abolished.  *  *  What  is  to  be  done 
with  the  dark  offensive  earth  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  pipe  or  pit  ? 
*  *  What  is  wanted,  if  this  foul  earth  is  to  be  allowed  to 
remain,  is  something  that  will  not  only  put  a  stop  to  the  putrefactive 
process,  but  render  the  mass  permanently  incapable  of  furnishing 
the  conditions  of  growth  and  development  to  the  germs ;  in  other 
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words  an  antiseptic  rather  than  a  disinfectant.  But  to  make  a  mass 
of  polluted  earth  permanently  antiseptic  is  a  very  difficult  matter. 
So  difficult  that  it  is  much  wiser  and  cheaper  to  dig  it  up  and  carry 
it  away,  replacing  it  with  clean  fresh  earth,  and  Ihis  is  the  course  of 
action  we  would  strongly  recommend  ur^der  such  circumstances. 
Dispose  of  the  foul  earth  as  you  would  the  sewerage  with  which  it  is 
contaminated.  *  *  Dry  clean  earth  is  the  best  deodorant, 
disinfectant,  and  antiseptic  under  such  circumstan^ces,  and  in  almost 
every  case  it  is  much  the  most  economical. — Sanitary  Engineer, 

Tenement  House  Inspection. — The  New  York  bill  has  been 
passed  "To  investigate  and  inquire  into  the  character  and  condition 
of  tenement  houses,  lodging  houses,  and  cellars  in  the  city  of  New 
York."  Great  expectations  are  indulged  in  as  to  the  result  oiF  the 
examination. 

To  PREVENT  Contagion. — Another  wise  piece  of  proposed  legis- 
lation is  the  ordinance  which  the  committee  on  law  will  present  to 
Philadelphia  councils  concerning  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
contagious  diseases  through  the  public  schools.  This  ordinance 
imposes  a  fine  of  $150  on  any  parent  or  person  in  charge  who  sends 
a  child  to  a  school  from  any  house  where  a  contagious  disease  has 
existed,  before  at  least  ten  days  have  elapsed  since  the  disinfection 
of  the  house. 

The  Connecticut  Legislature  has  passed  a  bill  prohibiting 
the  sale  of  ice  cut  from  water  contaminated  by  sewerage,  mill  refuse, 
etc.  Ice  must  not  be  cut  within  a  distance  of  two  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  a  sewer.  In  Japan  ice  must  be  examined  before  its  sale  is 
permitted.  This  is  very  wise  legislation.  Sickness  is  frequently 
caused  by  the  consumption  of  ice  from  unhealthy  streams. 

Sanitary  progress  in  Japan. — We  learn  from  the  Sanitary  Re- 
cord that  this  interesting  country  is  making  vast  strides  in  the  science 
of  hygiene.  Sanitary  bureaus,  the  prompt  notification  of  diseases, 
etc.,  are  modeled  after  western  methods.  Cholera  patients  must  be 
confined  to  one  room,  which  no  one,  nurses  excepted,  is  allowed  to 
approach  \  while  the  members  of  the  family  are  not  to  communicate 
31 
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with  the  outside  world  until  full  disinfection  has  been  performed. 
Other  stringent  and  carefully  prepared  rules  have  been  published, 
the  result  of  which,  we  hope,  will  be  the  keeping  of  the  dreaded 
cholera,  and  other  x:elestial  diseases,  at  bay. 

Drunkenness  in  Great  Britain. — Two  parliamentary  returns 
which  have  just  been  published  on  the  motions  respectively  of  Hen- 
ry Richard  and  Montague  Scott,  relative  to  drunkenness  in  Wales 
and  Scotland,  contain  many  facts  of  interest,  but  it  is  difficult  to  see 
what  light  they  throw  upon  any  disputed  question  regarding  temper- 
ance legislation.  Mr.  Richard's  return  embraces  an  account  of  all 
the  persons  proceeded  against  summarily  in  the  two  periods  of  nine 
months  which  ended  respectively  on  June  30,  1882,  and  June  30, 
1883.  The  disparity  between  the  totals  is  so  trifling  that  it  can  hard- 
ly be  considered  other  than  accidental.  The  cases  are  fewer  in  1883 
than  in  1882  by  fifty-six  only,  the  totals  being  6,517  and  6,461.  It  is 
to  be  noted  also  that  the  decrease  has  been  altogether  in  the  rural 
parts  of  Wales;  the  boroughs  show  an  increase  of  172  prosecutions, 
the  number  in  the  two  periods  being  1,288  and  1,460.  This  increase 
can  hardly  be  due  altogether  to  extra  police  vigilance,  and  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  escape  the  conclusion  that  town  districts,  at  any  rate,  temper- 
ance is  not  promoted  by  a  too  stringent  liquor  law.  The  Scotch  re- 
turn relates  only  to  cases  of  Sunday  drunkenness  during  the  twelve 
months  ended  the  29th  of  September  last,  and,  as  Sunday  closing  is 
an  old  institution  in  Scotland,  the  most  obvious  remark  which  the 
figures  suggest  is  that  even  the  Forbes  Mackenzie  law,  which  has 
now  been  in  force  for  thirty  years,  does  not  prevent  a  considerable 
amount  of  Sunday  drunkenness  in  the  aggregate.  The  convictions 
numbered  2,6^4,  and  of  these  all  but  255  were  in  the  towns.  Glas- 
gow has  a  bad  pre-eminence,  with  970  convictions.  But  Glasgow 
has  over  half  a  million  of  inhabitants  ;  Greenock  has  not  quite  66,- 
oou,  and  yet  returns  226  convictions.  Edinburgh  records  but  242 
convictions  to  a  population  nearly  reaching  230,000,  while  Leith, 
with  less  than  60,000  inhabitants,  contributes  121  Convictions  to  the 
total  of  2,369  in  the  whole  of  the  Scotch  burghs. — London  Globe, 
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A  MOST  REMARKABLE  CASE  OF  EXTRA-UTERINE 

FCETATION. 

BY  M.  M.  EATON,  M.  D.* 
Of  the  Bureau  of  Gynaecology,  Prof,  of  GynsBCology  in  Pulte  Med.  College. 

The  case  which  I  am  about  to  relate  the  history  of,  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  in  the  history  of  medicine  and  ^  the  first  of  the 
kind  on  record,  so  far  as  I  can  learn.  The  lady  whose  history  I 
refer  to,  was  a  patient  of  Dr.  Geo,  Robinson,  of  Warsaw,  Ky.,  and 
was  sent  to  me  by  him  about  three  years  since.  Patient  is  now  in 
tolerable  health,  or  was  when  last  heard  from. 

I  now  show  you  some  bones  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
case  which  are  evidently  those  of  a  foetus.  You  will  recognize  the 
tibia,  fibula,  scapula,  and  several  ribs,  many  of  the  other  fcetal 
bones  being  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Robinson,  previously  mentioned. 

These  bones  were  either  passed,  or  were  removed,  through  the 
urethra  of  our  patient.  Many  of  the  bones  are  lost,  or  have  been 
carefully  taken  care  of  by  some  of  my  students,  or  some  one  else  as 
curiosities,  and  I  am  sorry  to  be  able  to  show  you  only  these  few. 

The  repgrt  which  I  give  you  is  made  from  verbal  reports  of  the 
case  made  lo  me  by  Dr.  Robinson  and  the  patient,  and  from  memo- 
ry (my  own  notes  of  the  case  having  been  lost). 

About  ten  years  since  this  lady,  living  in  Warsaw,  Ky.,  aged  about 
thirty  years,  mother  of  two  children,  with  menstruation  regular  and 
uninterrupted,  commenced  to  complain  of  pain  and  soreness  in  the 
lower  abdomen,  especially  in  the  left  iliac  region.  The  case  was 
thought  to  be  one  of  ovaritis  and  later  of  pelvic  cellulkis.  She 
would  get  better  under  indicated  treatment  and  with  suitable  reme- 


*Beported  to  the  Western  Academy  at  its  Tenth  Annual  Session,  at  Cincinnati,  June,  1884. 
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dies,  and  again  be  attacked  with  symptoms  of  inflammation  and 
threatened  pelvic  abscess,  then  after  a  time  the  symptoms  would 
subside  and  again  come  on ;  so  the  case  continued  for  a  period  of 
over  two  years,  when  the  inflammation  seemed  more  violent,  the 
bladder  became  involved,  there  was  constant  pain  in  the  hypbgastric 
region,  which  was  greatly  increased  by  efforts  to  micturate,  and  often 
necessitated  the  drawing  off  of  the  urine  with  the  catheter.  Poul- 
tices, fomentations,  sitz  baths,  and  even  anodyne  remedies,  were 
given  to  mitigate  the  pain,  till  finally,  after  something  like  six  weeks, 
there  appeared  an  offensive  discharge  with  the  urine.  From  this 
time  on,  for  three  or  four  months,  pieces  of  decayed  flesh,  offensive 
suppurative  pus,  blood,  hair,  etc.,  with  the  smaller  bones  were  dis- 
charged. 

Finally  the  inflammatory  symptoms  subsided  and  all  the  trouble 
remaining  was  i)rostration  of  strength,  with  occasional  obstruction  in 
the  passage  of  urine  and  the  discharge  of  one  of  the  small  bones  I 
show  you,  or  the  lodgment  of  one  of  the  larger  ones  in  the  urethra 
necessitating  its  removal  with  forceps.  This  state  of  affairs  continu- 
ed over  two  years,  when  I  examined  the  case  with  the  sound  and 
could  readily  discover  more  bones  in  the  bladder :  with  strong  long 
forceps  I  was  able  to  remove  some  and  crush  others.  It  being  nec- 
cessary  for  our  patient  to  return  home  I  only  made  one  attempt  at 
the  removal  of  the  bones,  and  did  not  think  I  had  secured  them  all. 
The  patient  promised  to  return  for  a  further  operation,  but  finding 
herself  enjoying  tolerable  health,  she  has  so  far  delayed  doing  so. 
I  think  there  are  only  two  of  the  larger  bones  remaining,*and  possi- 
bly they  may  all  be  removed.  I  heard  of  her  having  tolerable  health 
^.wo  years  after  I  last  saw  here,  but  for  about  a  year  past  have  heard 
nothing. 

The  case  was  one  of  abdominal  gestation,  inflammatory  action  was 
set  up  in  the  paj-ts  and  attachments  were  formed  with  the  bladder; 
or  the  original  attachment  of  the  ovum  may  have  been  on  the  blad- 
der, ulcerative  action  made  an  opening  into  the  bladder  through 
which  the  foetus  passed  in  a  decomposed  state  as  I  have  described. 

I  can  find  no  record  of  a  case  like  this  ;  if  any  one  knows  of  on  e 
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they  will  oblige  me  by  reporting  it  to  me.  Ramsbotham,  page  573, 
speaks  of  the  possibility  of  ulceration  taking  place,  into  the  bladder 
in  these  cases,  but  he  does  not  mention  an  instance  of  its  having  oc- 
curred. No  other  author  but  Ramsbotham  mentions  it  all  so  far  as 
I  have  read.  Had  we  time  we  would  like  to  enter  fully  into  the  dis- 
.  cussion  of  extra-uterine  conception,  as  it  is  a  subject  full  of  interest 
to  me,  having  seen  three  cases,  one  going  on  for  eleven  months,  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  before  I  was  called  there  to  examine  and  diagnose 
it.  The  child  was  evidently  fully  developed  and  lived  in  its  extra- 
uterine sac  fully  ten  and  one-half  months  before  it  died,  and  it  has 
now  been  dead  and  causing  no  trouble  since  December,  1882.  I  ad- 
vised non-interference  then.  I  learn  the  mother's  size  has  diminish- 
ed one -half  in  the  abdominal  enlargement  —  and  that  she  goes 
about,  apparently  as  well  as  any  one.  The  child's  movements  were 
strong  up  to  the  time  of  its  death,  as  felt  by  the  mother,  nurse,  and 
two  physicians.  When  I  was  called  movements  had  ceased  and  I 
found  the  child  in  the  abdominal  cavity.  The  head  was  pressed 
down  into  the  pelvis  and  had  crowded  the  uterus  so  much  to  one 
side  as  not  to  be  readily  found  and  caused  the  difficulty  of  diagnosis. 
The  other  case  I  assisted  in  the  removal  of  in  Chicago  in  1857.  It 
had  been  in  the  abdominal  cavity  three  and  one-half  years.     In  the 

• 

early  months  of  abdominal  pregnancy  the  diagnosis  is  not  always 
easy,  as  in  some  instances  menstruation  is  -suppressed,  and  when  it  is 
regular  it  is  not  clear  for  some  time  that  any  pregnancy  exists.  In 
tubal  pregnancy  a  post-mortem  of  the  mother  will  clear  up  the  case 
where  the  mother  dies  suddenly,  as  she  usually  will  under  such  a 
condition.  To-  differentiate  between  abdominal  pregnancies  in 
their  early  development  and  cases  of  small  ovarian  tumors  is  next  to 
impossible. 


"Adherent  Placenta. — Dr.  Theophilus  Parvin  of  Philadelphia, 
says  a  completely  adherent  placenta  is  not  so  dangerous  as  the  intra- 
uterine use  of  the  hand  for  its  detachment,  and  advises  to  refrain 
from  active  interference  unless  hemorrhage  occurs. 
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PROF.  S.  LILIENTHAL,  M.D.,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  EDITOR. 


THE  THIRTEENTH  SURCxICAL  CONGRESS   IN  BERLIN. 

DR.  WILHELM  FLEER'S  REPORTS  IN  THE  WIENER  PRESSE,    APRIL  I4TH. 


Even  Anno  1870,  a  soldier,  whose  knee»joint  was  touched  by  a 
ball,  was  in  danger  of  losing  his  life.  To-day,  with  antisepsis,  the 
surgeon  dares  to  o])en  the  joint  in  order  to  perform  Ogston's  opera- 
tion. Fartsch  (Breslau)  spoke  in  high  terms  of  his  operation,  thus 
preventing  deformation,  but  the  usually  so  daring  surgeon,  Volkmann 
(Halle)  considers  such  a  procedure  more  than  dangerous;  hundred 
successes  do  not  outweigh  one  loss  of  life.  In  fact,  continued  Volk- 
man,  we  operate  too  much.  When  Neuber  spoke  about  resection  of 
the  hip-joint,  Koentg  (Gottingen)  insisted  upon  it  that  this  resection 
ought  never  to  be  performed  on  children  under  fourteen  years  (loud 
acclamation).  The  operation  is  mostly  performed  on  account  of 
tuberculosis  of  this  joint,  and  though  it  may  be  successful,  one  incurs 
the  danger  of  general  tubercular  infection,  and  furthermore  such  a 
resection  in  children  disturbs  their  growth,  and  inability  to  use  their 
extremities  may  be  thus  caused. 

Conservative  surgery  took  the  palm  at  this  congress.  With  List- 
er's antisepsis  and  asepsis  a  new  epoch  of  surgical  prophylaxis  be- 
gan, and  to  preserve  and  to  heal  are  now  the  chief  aims  of  surgical 
and  medical  practice.  One  of  the  best  examples  was  seen  in  the 
cases  shown  by  Hahn  <3*  Kuester  (Berlin)  and  Schede  (Hamburg), 
who  i^moved  only  a  part,  or  a  half  of  the  carcinomatous  larynx. 
The  consequence  of  former  operations  was,  that  even  after  success- 
ful operations  relapses  took  place  and  even  in  the  best  cases  the 
voice  necessarily  became   indistinct,  whereas  with  the  partial  opera- 
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tion  the  patient  is  able  to  follow  his  occupation.  The  club-foot  falls 
now  also  under  conservative  surgery,  and  Wolff  (Berlin)  demonstra- 
ted that  by  forced  reduction  of  the  foot  into  the  natural  position, 
and  by  lasting  fixation  into  its  correct  position  with  waterglass  band- 
aging, perfect  cures  can  be  performed.  Wolff  *s  method  renders 
even  in  difficult  cases  of  club-foot  the  chiselling  away  of  pieces  of 
bone  from  the  tarsus  unnecessary,  a  fact  still  more  interesting,  as 
the  treatment  is  based  on  a  scientific  principle.  The  normal  static 
relations  in  the  bones  of  the  foot  must  be  restored,  in  order  that  the 
internal  architecture  of  the  bones,  especially  the  regulation  of  the 
osseous  trabeculse  may  be  transformed,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  its 
normal  state.  Meyer  &  Culmann  have  demonstrated,  that  in  the 
normal  bone  the  osseous  trabeculae  in  the  interior  of  the  bone, 
which  give  it  firmness  and  support,  show  a  mathematical  strict  ar- 
rangement. They  are  in  layers,  corresponding  to  the  lines  of  pres- 
sure and  traction,  given  by  the  static  relations  of  the  bone.  This 
proves  a  remarkable,  purely  mechanical  relation  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  living  bony  substance,  and  Wolff  now  clearly  illustrates  in  the 
pathological  bone  that  the  trabeculae  show  a  distinct  configuration  in 
conformation  to  the  changed  static  condition.  The  osseous  trabecu- 
lse become  atrophied  and  disappear  where  there  is  hardly  any  press- 
ure or  none  at  all,  and  they  become  hypertrophied  and  in  great  force 
where  maximal  pressure  need  them.  Thus  they  will  always  be  found 
at  the  points  of  greatest  traction  or  pressure.  This  fact  led  Roux  to 
the  doctrine  of  the  conflict  of  the  parts  in  the  organism,  by  which  an 
internal  conformation  of  the  organism  is  carried  out  in  a  similar 
manner,  as  for  the  individuum  an  external  conformation  by  Dai^in*s 
struggle  for  life.'  In  relation  to  the  history  of  the  development  of 
bony  skeleton  Albrecht  (Brussels)  referred  to  fissures  in  maxillae, 
lips  and  face.  He  clearly  domonstrated  that  Oken  was  mistaken, 
and  that  man  and  all  mammalila  have  not  two,  but  four  intermediate 
maxillae,  and  that  in  consequence  thereof  the  maxillary  pressure  is 
not  based  in  a  division  of  the  upper  and  intermediate  maxilla  but 
that  it  always  separates  the  internal  from  the  external  intermediate 
maxilla  on  one  or  both  sides.     Nor  does  the  maxillary  fissure  run 
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between  the  external  incisors  and  the  eye  teeth,  but  always  between 
the  external  and  internal  incisors.  In  cases  of  maxillary  fissure 
where  the  separated  total  intermaxillary  bone  contained  on  each  side 
two  incisors,  there  is  an  atavismus,  inasmuch  as  here  under  favorable 
circumstances  of  nutrition  the  peculiar  third  (median)  incisor  was  ex- 
ceptionally developed.  These  remarks  of  Albrecht  explain  the  ap" 
parent  abnormities  in  the  formation  of  hare-lip  and  cleft  palate. 
Grawitz  spoke  on  renal  tumors  and  their  origin.  Prof.  Cohnheim 
made  the  well  known  hypothesis,  that  tumors  may  develope  from 
embryonic  tissue-germs;  which  had  been  cast  off  and  remained 
unused,  but  he  failed  to  prove  it;  now  Grawitz  shows  that  this  is 
really  the  case  in  some  fatty  tumors  of  the  kidneys,  arising  from  cast 
off  suprarenal  tissue.  Neelsen  (Vostock)  spoke  on  sepsis,  septicaemia 
and  pyaemia,  and  considers  septicaemia  as  a  disease  of  infection,  ex- 
..  perimentally  produced  only  in  animals  (rabbits  and  mice)  and  there- 
fore discards  the  term  ;  he  shows,  how  in  impurely  treated  wounds 
bacteria  of  putrefaction  enter  the  blood,  where  they  produce  differ- 
ent, purely  chemically  acting  substances,  from  which  the  blood  pois- 
oning arises  as  a  genuine  intoxication  (not  infection),  and  he  also 
showed  that  pyaemia  is  a  disease  characterized  by  suppurative  in- 
flammation, but  not  necessarily  connected  to  a  wound,  and  arising 
from  the  proliferation  of  ubiquitous  micro-organisms  in  the  tissues 
of  the  bodies.  There  was  a  large  discussion  about  antisepsis,  and 
every  surgeon  had  his  own  peculiar  treatment. 

Med,  Neuigkeiten  ig,  1884. 


^  DIPHTHERIA. 

RATIONAL  LOCAL  TREATMENT  IN  THE  DIPHTHERITIC  LOCAL  PROCESS. 


Dr.  Marold  (Saxony)  considers  diphtheria  an  infectious  disease 
and  the  diphtheritic  contagium  an  exogenous  morbid  virus,  whose 
carriers  are  micro-organisms,  carrying  putrefaction  and  fermentation 
which  probably  get  in  the  air  from  infected  soil  or  putrefying  cada- 
vers, and  reach  during  breathing  the  isthmus-faucium,  increasing 
there  rapidly  where  the  soil  to  it  is  favorable,  and  produce  germs 
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which  enter  through  lymphatics  and  capillaries  the  circulation,  de- 
velope  there  rapidly  and  cause  morbid,  more  or  less  severe,  manifes- 
tations in  different  organs.  This  gives  us  two  important  indications. 
I.  To  change  the  special  chemical  character  of  the  diphtheritic  local 
process,  which  gives  a  suitable  soil  to  the  micro-organisms.  2.  To 
destroy  these  micro-organisms  which  is  done  by  R.  Kali  permanga- 
nas  0,015  to,  at  the  utmost  0,02  in  Aqua  bis.  destil.  150,0.  M.  D.  in 
vitro  nigro.  Of  this  solution  children  receive  a  dessert  spoonful  every 
two  hours  J  or  in  nasal  complications  injected  into  the  nostrils  and 
the  spray  is  preferred  in  laryngeal  diphtheria.  As  micro-organisms 
cannot  live  in  solution  of  iron  he  uses  at  the  same  time  R.  Ferri 
mur.  oxydul.  rec.  par  7,5,  syrup  simpl.  40,0.  Aqua  dest.  60,0  and  the 
child  takes  alternately  every  hour  from  one  and  then  from  the  other 
mixture.  For  injection  and  inhalation  he  uses  a  simple  solution  of 
ferri  mer.  oxydul.  rec.  par.  10,0  aqua  dcst.  150,0.  He  claims  to  have 
been  very  successful  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  advises  injec- 
tions to  clear  out  the  bowels  and  to  keep  the  little  patients  nourish- 
ed. A^^g-  Med.  Centr.  Zeit  j6,  1884. 


Treatment  of  Diphtheritis  with  Brom-water. — Dr.  Schiltz 
(Cologne)  endorses  the  recommendation  of  Mollereau  in  regard  to 
the  treatment  of  diphtheria  with  Brom-water,  considering  free  Brom- 
ine the  most  powerful  antiseptic  and  the  chief  enemy  of  poisonous 
germs.  He  relies  on  it  with  full  confidence,  except  when  atony  is 
already  present,  even  in  cases  when  the  larynx  was  already  invaded, 
and  witnessed  always  improvement,  ^ut  also  many  cures  from  it. 
The  same  praise  may  be  allowed  in  scarlatinous  diphtheria.  Its 
beneficial  action  on  the  larynx  is  easily  explained  by  the  vapors 
which  are  inspired,  and  inhalations  of  the  same  preparation  are 
therefore  in  order.  Bfom-water  may  be  thus  ordered  :  R.  Liquor 
chlor.  30.0,  Kali  brom.  3.0,  Aqua  fort  150.0,  and  it  can  be  quickly 
prepared  in  any  drug  store  and  holds  its  own  even  in  white  glass. 
The  Bromide  disengaged  by  the  Chlor.  from  the  Bromide  of  Potash 
is  dissolved  in  the  excess  of  the  latter,  as  lod.  in  Iodide  of  Potash — 

A.  M.  C,  Z,  loiy  1883, 
32 
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E.  A.  LODGE,  SEN.,  M.  D.,  DETROIT,  MICH.,  EDTOR. 


LOCATION  OF  DWELLINGS  * 


HOW  TO  AVOID  THE  DEADLY  MALARIA. 


The  Air  Currents  of  the  Valleys  and  their  Danger  to  Health. 


BY  DR.  T.  C.   HUNTER,  OF  WABASH,  IND. 


By  dwellings  are  meant,  any  buildings  that  are  intended  for  the 
occupancy  of  men,  women  or  children,  for  any  considerable  portion 
of  time,  school-houses,  offices,  work-shops,  factories,  etc.,  are  there- 
fore included  in  the  above  definition. 

Convenience  to  the  owner*  or  occupant  enters  too  much  into  the 
the  question  of  the  location  of  dwellings.  The  distance  to  the  post- 
office,  to  the  railroad  station,  to  the  school-house,  to  fuel,  to  water, 
a  pleasant  outlook,  the  proximity  of  kind  and  sociable  neighbors, 
are  some  of  the  more  common  reasons  for  deciding  the  question  of 
location.  All  these  are  well  enough,  provided  a  healthy  location  is 
found  at  the  same  time.      * 

The  following  subjects  should,  be  taken  into  account  before  njak- 
ing  a  decision : 

1.  The  character  and  quality  of  the  soil,  and  the  facility  with 
which  it  may  be  drained. 

2.  The  quality  of  the  water  and  the  purity  of  its  sources. 

3.  The  proximity  of  cemeteries,  slaughter-houses,  stables,  cess- 
pools, privies,  etc.,  which  may  pollute  either  the  air,  the  soil,  or  the 
water. 


*Read  before  the  Indiana  Institute  of  Homoeopathj,  at  its  Eighteenth  Annual  Session  at 
Indianapolis,  May  1, 1884. 
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4.  The  topography  of  the  vicinity,  and  the  presence  or  absence  of 
local  currents,  which  may  be  loaded  with  malaria. 

5.  The  location  of  iarge  swamps  or  marshes,  and  the  direction  of 
prevailing  winds,  and  the  effects  which  may  be  reasonably  expected 
to  follow  exposure  to  their  influence,  should  be  carefully  considered, 
after  all  these  questions  are  settled  favorably,  the  subjects  of  con- 
venience, taste,  etc.,  may  have  their  full  influence. 

THE  SOIL. 

This  should  be  of  an  open,  porous  character,  through  which  the 
air  circulates  freely  ;  if  of  clay,  it  should  be  so  underdrained  as  to 
secure  permeability  to  the  air,  and  to  prevent  accumulation  of  water, 
either  in  the  cellar  or  adjoining  foundation  walls  of  the  building. 
A  dry  locality  is  indispensable  to  health. 

If  a  short  distance  below  the  surface  solid  rock  is  found.  Surface 
drainage  should  carry  all  water  away  froin  the  building  to  prevent 
undue  moisture. 

No  point  can  be  considered  a  •healthy  one,  when  the  soil  water 
ever  approaches  nearer  than  12  or  15  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
ground. 

THE  WATER. 

This  should  be  as  near  absulutely  pure  as  possible.  Water  con- 
taining a  large  amount  of  mineral  matter  should  be  avoided,  particu- 
larly that  which  contains  iron  or  sulphur.  Minerals  are  excellent 
remedies  in  many  cases  of  illness,  but  are  not  suited  for  constant  use 
of  healthy  people.  Medicines  produce  the  same  kind  of  effects  on 
healthy  people  that  they  do  on  sick  ones.  If  they  have  not  the 
power  to  make  well  people  sick,  they  cannot  make  sick  ones  well. 

If  the  soil  through  which  the  water  filters  is  contaminated  by  ani- 
mal or  other  filth,  the  water  will  be  unsafe  for  drinking  or  for  culin- 
ary purposes.  Therefore  privies,  cesspools,  stables  and  other  places 
where  animals  are  confined,  should  be  kept  at  a  distance,  which 
should  seldom  be  less  that  loo  feet,  and  then  in  a  direction  other 
than  that  of  the  prevailing  winds. 

Water  that  contains  any  considerable  amount  of  common  salt,  is 
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almost  surely  contaminated  with  sewage  matter.  Only  chemical 
analysis  can  surely  determine  the  quality  of  the  water. 

It  may  be  perfectly  clear,  free  from  any  unpleasant  taste  or  smell, 
and  yet  be  unfit  for  human  use.  Cemeteries,  slaughter-houses,  pig 
pens,  privies,  cesspools,  etc.,  contaminate  the  air  as  well  as  the  soil 
and  water. 

The  topography  of  the  vicinity  may  give  rise  to  local  currents, 
that  are  loaded  with  malaria. 

A  dwelling  'should  not  be  located  near  the  bottom  of  a  valley,  or 
near  the  entrance  of  a  narrow  valley,  which  opens  into  a  larger  val- 
ley, or  near  a  marsh  or  swamp,  or  near  a  stream  of  water  unless  on 
high  ground. 

The  reasons  for  avoiding  such  locations  are  not  generally  known 
or  observed,  but  may  be  deduced  from  a  knowledge  of  well  known 
laws  of  nature.  It  is  well  known  that  cold  air  has  as  great  a  tenden- 
cy to  run  down  hill  as  water ;  and  that  warm  air  will  rise  above  cold 
air.  This  may  be  proven  by  the  well  known  experiments  of  holding 
a  lighted  candle  in  an  open  do©r  on  a  cold  day,  the  room  being 

warmer  than  the  outer  air.     The  flame  of  the  candle  will  blow  out- 

• 

ward,  when  held  in  the  upper  part  of  the  doorway,  and  inward  when 
held  in  the  lower  part,  showing  that  the  warm  air  of  the  room 
escapes  above,  by  reason  of  its  being  lighter,  to  make  room  for  the 
cold  air,  which  comes  in  below,  because  it  is  heavier.  This  will  con- 
tinue until  there  is  an  equilibrium  established  between  the  air  inside 
and  the  air  outside.     Now  let  us  apply 


THESE  PRINCIPLES  TO  VALLEYS. 

Valleys  are  valleys  because  they  are  lower  than  the  land  on  either 
side  of  them.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  earth,  baing  exposed 
during  the  day  to  the  heat  of  the  sun,  becomes  warmed  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent.  It  is  also  known  that  it  parts  with  a  portion,  at  least, 
of  its  heat  during  the  night,  and  also  that  the  highlands  cool  before 
the  low  lands.  As  the  ground  becomes  cool,  the  air  in  contact  with 
it  also  becomes  cool,  and  as  it  cools,  it  flows  down  into  the  valley, 
by  virtue  of  its  greater  weight.      As  it  flows  into  the  valley,  it  untfer- 
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runs,  and  causes  the  warmer  air  of  the  valley  to  rise,  and  flow  over 
the  Higher  laands,  to  be  in  its  turn  cooled  and  returned  to  the  valley. 
This  revolving  process  is  continued  until  an  equilibrium  is  establish- 
ed between  tne  air  of  the  highlands  and  that  of  the  lowlands.  Dur- 
ing this  process  the  air  flows  down  the  little  valleys,  which  connect 
with  the  main  valley.  The  flow  from  these  subsidary  valleys,  during 
this  equalizing  process,  is  always  toward  the  large  valley ;  those  on 
opposite  sides  flowing  in  opposite  directions.  The  equilibrium  above 
mentioned  will  usually  be  established  an  hour  before  midnight. 
Then  the  air  remains  stagnant  a  few  minutes,  and  then  begins  to  flow 
in  the  opposite  direction,  i.  e.  up  the  valleys. 

Let   us  see  if  the  before   mentioned   laws   will   account   for   this 
change  of  direction.     It  is  well  known  that  the  higher  we  ascend 
above  the  earth,  the  colder  the  air.     There  has  been  an  equilibrium 
established  between  the  temperature  of  the  air  on  the  high  lands  and 
that  on  the  low  lands;  they  are  therefore  practically  reduced  to  the 
condition  of  a  level  plain.     The  earth  being  warmer  than  the  air  of 
the  upper  regions,  necessarily  warms  the  air  in  contact  with  the  sur- 
face, which  must  inevitably  rise,  and  the  cooler  air  of  the  upper  re- 
gions must  descend  to  take  its  place.     This  air,  as  it  descends  into  a 
valley,  must  take  the  form  of  the  valley,  to  some  extent,  and  is  there- 
fore wider  at  the  top  than  nearer  the  ground,  and  takes  more  or  less 
the   form   of   the   letter  V.     This  will  be  readily  seen,  crowds  the 
warm  air  of  the  valley  outward  and  upward  along  the  slope  of  the 
sides  of  the  valleys,  and  will  naturally  seek  a  means  of  escape  up  the 
little   narrow  valleys    that  debouch   into   the  wider  or  main  valley. 
Thus  these  little  valleys  act  as  ventiducts  or  chimneys  for  the  wider 
ones.     This  any  one  may  observe  on  a  warm  night  in  September 
when   driving   across   the   country,  about   the  middle  of  the  night. 
When  you  drive  down  into  one  of  these  narrow  valleys,  you  will  en- 
counter a  stream   of   warm   air   ascending   the  valley.     This  stream 
may  be  thrown  out  of  the  little  valley,  and  be  made  to  overflow  the 
highlands,  by  some  obstruction,  such  as  a  sudden  change  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  valley,  which  is  accompanied  with  a  depression  in  the 
side  of  the  valley  at  the  same  plac^e. 
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Now  let  us  suppose  that  this  state  of  affairs  actually  exists ;  and  it 
is  much  more  reasonable  to  accept  than  to  reject  them,  for  to  reject 
them,  you  must  first  deny  that  warm  air  will  ascend,  and  cool  air  de- 
scend. We  apprehend  there  are  few  who  are  ready  to  assume  that 
position. 

This  being  granted,  what  has  it  to  do  with  the  location  of  a  dwell- 
ing ?  Let  us  examine  the  f[uestion.  Valleys  are  usually  formed  by 
a  stream  of  water,  which  is  pretty  sure  to  be  found  in  some  part  of 
it,  at  some  time  of  the  year.  Valleys,  according  to  the  general  con- 
formation of  the  country  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  are  accompa- 
nied by  low  alluvial  lands,  comi)osed  of  the  soils  washed  from  the 
the  hills,  which  are  filled  with  decayed  and  decaying  animal  and  veg- 
etable matter.  They  are  usually  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of 
vegetable  matter  during  the  summer,  which  falls  down  and  decays, 
and  thus  adds  to  the  richness  of  the  soils.  In  these  lowlands  are 
frec^uently  found  swamps,  marshes,  ponds,  etc.,  which  contaminate 
the  air  by  the  emanations  which  arise  from  such  fruitful  sources  of 
malaria.  The  atmosphere  becomes  charged  with  the  foul  air,  and  is 
carried  along  the  current,  and  any  dwelling  located  within  reach  of 
these  currents,  will  be  affected  by  them,  just  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  exposure  to  them. 

The  places  most  affected  by  these  local  currents,  may  be  known 
by  the  low-lying  fogs  that  may  be  seen  in  the  morning  before  sun- 
rise. These  fogs  contain  the  condensed  poison  of  the  air  from  the 
lowlands,  swamps,  marshes,  ponds,  etc.,  and  any  dwelling  that  is  fre- 
quently submerged  in  them  will  necessarily  be  an  unhealthy  one  ; 
and  the  people  who  occupy  it  will  be  subject  to  such  diseases  as  are 
caused  by  malaria.  It  takes  all  their  vital  force  lo  counteract  the 
effect  of  the  poisonous  air,  so  that  when  any  extraordinary  strain 
comes  upon  ihem,  such  as  an  accident,  some  unusual  exertion  or  ex- 
posure, some  sudden  grief  or  loss,  of  sleep,  exposure  to  some  con- 
tagious disease,  this  loss  of  vitality  opens  the  way  to  serious,  and 
perhaps  fatal  illness,  which  might  have  been  avoided,  had  their  vital 
powers  not  been  reduced  by  exposure  to  these  malarious  influences. 
For  many  of  the  facts  and  ideas  contained  in  this  paper,  I  am  in- 
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debted  to  the  venerable  James  Ford,  M.  D.,  of  Wabash.  Dr.  Ford 
has  been  an  intelligent  observer  and  student  of  the  phenomena  of 
local  currents  for  more  than  forty  years.  By  the  observation  and 
study  of  these  currents,  he  has  been  able,  in  many  instaaces,  to  dis- 
cover the  reason  why  families,  who  occupied  certain  dwellings,  were 
subjected  to  much  more  sickness,  and  sometimes  death,  than  their 
more  favored  neighbors,  who  lived  perhaps  only  a  few  rods  from 
them. 

In  early  times  people  located  their  dwellings  according  to  conven- 
ience solely ;  they  were  consequently  compelled  to  suffer  the  conse- 
quences of  their  ignorance  of  the  laws  of  sanitary  science,  as  nature 
never  forgives  a  breach  of  her  laws.  The  Doctor  was  enabled  by 
long  study  and  the  observation  of  these  phenomena,  to  discover  the 
causes.of  their  frequent  illnesses,  and  also  to  suggest  the  remedy. 
We  must  not  think  that  he  discovered  all  these  in  a  day.  It  was  the 
result  of  many  observations  at  night,  as  that  was  the  only  time  these 
currents  could  be  traced  out.  He  spent  many  nights  in  the  saddle, 
riding  from  one  little  valley  to  another,  and  holding  up  his  torch,  to 
see  which  way  the  smoke  was  driven,  and  then,  crossing  the  valley 
of  the  Wabash  to  some  little  valleys  entering  it  from  the  opposite 
side,  always  finding  the  currents  running  towards  the  Wabash,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  night,  and  away  from  it  in  the  latter  part.  This  he 
did,  frequently  after  a  hard  day  of  professional  work,  when  his  less 
enterprising  professional  neighbors  were  enjoying  much  needed  rest. 
He  caused  persons  to  build  new  dwellings,  at  points  selected  by  him, 
after  a  series  of  nightly  observations  of  these  local  currents.  The 
result  was  in  every  case,  a  greatly  reduced  demand  for  the  Doctor's 
professional  services  in  these  families.  The  old  gentleman  consoles 
himself  for  the  loss  with  the  thought  that  he  has  contributed  some- 
thing to  the  well  being  of  his  fellow  men. 

These  currents  can  only  be  observed  on  still,  clear  nights.  If 
there  is  wind,  it  may  easily  overcome  these  currents ;  and  if  it  is 
cloudy,  the  clouds  act  as  a  blanket  over  the  earth,  and  to  a  great  ex- 
tent prevent  the  radiation  of  its  heat  into  the  upper  regions  of  the 
air,  when  in  consequence  the  local  currents  will  be  less  perceptible. 
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INFLUENCE  OF  DISTANT  MARSHES,  ETC. 

Malaria  is  frequently  carried  through  long  distances  by  the  winds; 
therefore  it  is  well  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  any  malaria-breeding 
marsh,  or  other  pestilential  locality  in  the  direction  of  the  prevailing 
winds.  These  may  to  some  extent,  be  counteracted  by  having  to 
pass  through  a  timbered  country;  as  timber  has  the  property  of  ab- 
sorbing or  destroying  malaria,  to  a  great  extent,  as  it  is  borne  through 
by  the  winds. 

MISCELLANEOUS  NOTES. 

It  is  well  to  avoid  a  too  much  sheltered  position,  as  malaria  ac- 
cumulates from  local  causes,  without  being  driven  away  by  the  winds, 
it  is  also  well  to  shun  a  location  that  is  too  much  exposed  to  the 
winds,  as  you  may  suffer  from  sudden  changes  of  the  temperature. 
And  last  but  not  least,  avoid  too  much  shade.  Sunlight  and  heat 
are  the  great  purifier^  and  invigorators,  and  should  have  free  entrance 
at  some  time  of  the  day,  into  every  room  of  your  house. 

In  cities  and  towns,  when  streets  run  east  and  west,  the  north  side 
of  such  streets  is  to  be  preferred,  as  your  front  rooms  can  then  have 
the  purifying  influence  of  the  sunlight.  This  is  too  well  known  to 
need  discussion  or  illustration.  How  to  build  a  healthy  dwelling,  I 
leave  to  be  discussed  by  other  members  of  the  Bureau  of  Sanitary 
Science. 


CLIMATIC  CHANGES. 

The  St.  Louis  De?Nocrat  says  :  "  Certain  high  authorities  in  physi- 
cal geography  have  told  us  that  the  quantity  of  ice  in  the  Antarctic 
regions  is  increasing  much  more  rapidly  than  in  the  Arctic  ;  that  if 
the  rate  of  increase  continues — and  the  aforesaid  authorities  see  no 
reason  why  it  should  not — some  hundreds  or  thousands  of  years 
hence  the  center  of  terrestrial  gravity  will  be  changed,  and  the 
Northern  hemisphere  undergo  a  period  of  intense  cold,  such  as  is 
known  to  have  existed  in  the  Glacerial  Age,  some  thousands  or  mill- 
ions of  years  ago.  Without  discussing  a  question  much  more  inter- 
esting to  future  generations  than  the  present  one,  it  must  be  admitted 
that,  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi   at   least,  important  climatic 
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changes  are  apparently  in  progress.  The  atmospheric  convul- 
sions which,  for  want  of  a  better  name,  we  call  cyclones,  are  certain- 
ly more  numerous  than  they  were  thirty  or  forty  years  ago.  After 
making  due  allowance  for  the  more  thickly  settled  condition  of  the 
country  and  the  greater  facilities  for  gathering  and  transmitting  in- 
formation of  such  occurrences,  there  is  still  a  wide  margin  of  excess 
left  unexplained,  except  by  the  supposition  of  an  actual  and  marked 
increase  of  cyclonic  visitations.  This  supposition  will,  we  think,  be 
verified  by  statistics.  Hardly  a  month  passes  without  one  or  more 
of  these  unpleasant  callers  in  some  of  the  States  bordering  upon  the 
Mississippi,  and  not  unfrequently  of  late  they  have  put  in  an  unwel- 
come appearance  in  remoter  localities.     As  yet  scientific  iffvestiga- 

tion  has  done  little  or  nothing  towards  revealing  the  cause  of  this 
increase,  or  even  the  phenomena  themselves. 

Quite  as  evident  as  the  enlargement  of  the  stock  of  cyclones  is 
is  the  diminution  of  summer  heat.  To  those  whose  memory  goes 
back  twenty  or  thirty  years,  it  seems  to  be  an  undeniable  fact  that 
the  average  heat  of  our  summers  is  not  as  great  now  as  it  was  then. 
*  The  heated  term '  is  not  nearly  so  long,  nor  is  the  average  tempera- 
ture nearly  so  high.  St.  Louis,  once  considered  almost  an  oven 
from  the  ist  of  June  to  the  ist  of  September,  is  now  comparatively 
cool ;  so  cool  that  those  who  left  the  city  the  last  two  seasons  in 
search  (»f  cooler  places  found  they  had  better  staid  at  home.  So  cool 
was  the  summer  of  1882  that  weather  experts  prophesied  an  unusu- 
ally hot  one  for  1883 ;  but  the  summer  of  1883  was  even  cooler  than 
its  predecessor,  and  from  present  indications  that  of  1884  will  be  the 
coolest  of  the  three.  When,  on  the  loth  of  June,  the  thermometer 
in  this  latitude  marks  52°  -55°,  making  fires  and  overcoats  comfort- 
able, while  frosts  are  reported  in  Northern  Missouri  and  Illinois,  it 
looks  much  as  if  we  were  entering  upon  a  new  phase  of  climate. 
Exceptions  to  climatic  rules  are  to  be  expected  occasionally ;  but 
three  exceptions  in  succession  suggest  the  ])ossibility  that  the  rule 
itself  is  gradually  falling  to  i)ieces.  Why  cyclones,  heretofore  re- 
garded as  specially  belonging  to  the  tropics,  should  move  into  the 
temperate  zone  when  that  zone  is  seemingly  becoming  colder  during 
the  warmest  portion  of  the  year,  is  a  puzzle  entirely  beyond  journal- 
istic solution.  Meanwhile,  our  National  Weather  Bureau  ought  to 
be  able  to  throw  some  light  upon  the  subject ;  at  least  so  far  as  to 
settle,  by  official  figures,  the  question  which  underlies  all  meteorolo- 
gical speculation  in  this  direction  :  whether  or  not  there  are  really 
more  cyclonic  disturbances  now  than  formerly,  and  less  average  heat 
during  the  summer  months. 

33 
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BEEF  PEPTONOIDS. 


ANALYSES 


Report  on  BecJ  Peptonoids  by  Prof.  Attfield,  F.  R.  S.,  F.  I.  C.  &c., 
author  of  *' A   Manual  on   Chemistry,  General,  Medical,    and 
Pharmaceutical." 
The  chemical  examination  to  which  I  have  submitted  your  Beef 

Peptonoids  yields  the  following  results  in  loo  parts: 

Albumenoids  (containing  nitrogen  10.94),         -  69.25 

Fat, 10.71 

Sugar,  including  a  trace  of  starch,     -         -         -  9.50 

Phosphates,  e(}ual  to  bone  phosphate,       -         -  3  01 

C^klier  mineral  substances,         -         -         -         -  2.61 

Moisture,         - 4.92 

100.00 

The  manufacturers  of  **  Beef  Pe])tonoids  "  state  that  this  food  is 
composed  of  dry  lean  of  beef,  one-third  ;  the  solids  of  milk,  minus 
most  of  the  fat,  one-third ;  the  gluten  of  wheat,  one-third  ;  the  beef 
being  partially  digested  or  ** peptonized."  My  analysis  fully  supports 
this  statement ;  for  I  find  present  between  69  and  70  per  cent,  of 
albumenoids,  that  is,  flesh-forming  material  (nitrogen  10.94)  ;  more 
than  20  per  cent,  of  warmth-producing  substance,  nearly  half  of 
which  is  rnilk  sugar,  and  rather  more  than  half  fat ;  3  per  cent,  of 
bone-forming  phosphates  ;  about  2  per  cent,  of  other  normal  mineral 
matter,  and  about  5  per  cent,  of  moisture.  A  sample  of  the  con- 
stituent gluten  submitted  to  me  was  practically  pure,  containing  a 
mere  trace  of  starch.  Rather  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  albumen- 
oids, probably  the  "peptonized  "  portion,  was  soluble;  while  prac- 
tically the  whole  of  the  "Beef  Peptonoids"  was  readily  soluble  in 
peptonizing  fluids,  showing  that  it  is  easily  and  wholly  digested  when 
taken  into  the  stomach.  The  flavor  and  odor  of  the  preparation  are 
excellent ;  its  thorough  state  of  dryness  fits  it  for  keeping  any. length 
of  time  in  any  clinnte.  It  is  by  far  the  most  nutritious  and  concen- 
trated food  I  have  ever  met  with.  Indeed,  a  palatable  and  assimila- 
ble and  in  every  way  acceptable  article  of  food,  containing  nearly  70 
per  cent,  of  truly  nutritive  nitrogenous  material  ])artially  peptonized 
has  never  before,  to  my  knowledge,  been  offered  to  the  medical  pro- 
fession or  to  the  public. 

London,  November,  1883.     .  John  Attfield. 

REPORT  BY   DR.  STUTZER, 

Director  of  the  Imperial  Agricultural  Laboratory  for  Rhenish  Prussia, 
Bonn,  Germany ; 
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I  have  carefully  analyzed  Beef  Peptonoids  with  the  following  re- 
sults (dry  analysis),  viz : 

Albumenoids  (nitrogenous  substances),     -         -  70.29 

Fat,         - 1145 

Dextrine  (milk  sugar),      -         -         -         -         -  io«75 

Starch,     -         - 1.35 

Cellulose, .26 

Salts, 5.90 

100.00 
On  examination  the  albumenoids  showed  as  follows,  viz  : 

97J^  consisted  of  albumen  and  peptone  easy  of  digestion, 
i^  creatine, 

2^  substances  difficult  of  digestion, 
proving  the  nitrogenous  substances  in  the  preparation  to  be  readily 
assimilated. 

The  exceptionally  high  nutritive  value  of  this  preparation  is  due 
to  the  great  quantity  of  digestible  albumenoids  present.  If  compared 
with  other  foods  in  the  market,  the  result  would  be  as  follows  : 

Boef  Peptonoids  J  nitrogenous  nutritive  matter,  70. 29^^ 

Caviar,  "  "  "  26.00 

Beef,  "  "  ''  20.00 

Fowl,    "  "  "  "  18.00 

Mutton,  "  "  "  18.00 

Eggs,  "  "  "  13.00 

Bread,  "  "  **  8.00 

Milk,  "  "  "  4.00 

Liebig's  Ext.  Meat,    "  ''  "  5.00 

Potatoes,  "  "  "  1. 00 

The  flavor  and  odor  of  the  preparation  are  exceedingly  pleasant, 
and  surpass  any  other  preparation  of  meat  with  which  I  am  acquain- 
ted. The  results  of  my  analyses  are  such  as-  to  enable  me  to  pro- 
nounce Beef  Peptonoids  to  be  a  most  valuable  and  easily  digested  nitro- 
genous food  for  invalids  and  convalescents.  I  extend  .it  my  fullest 
endorsement.^ 

Bonn,  March  19,  1884.  Dr.  Stutzer. 


Improvement. — Our  friends  will  be  much  gratified  at  the  im- 
proved appearance  of  the  Journal,  but  are  doubtless  greatly  dissatis- 
fied with  its  tardiness.  We  have  remedied  one  defect  and  shall 
doubtless  be  able  to  reach  the  other.  Our  removal  back  to  Detroit 
occasioned  some  delay,  and  some  other  hindrances  annoyed  us, 
which  we  hope  to  overcome  the  [)resent  month. 
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AUSGUI.TATTO^\  PERCUSSION  AND  UETNALT8I8 :.  An  Epitome  of 

the  PJiymcal  SifjnA  of  tlie  Diseases  (Tf  tlw.  Heart,  Liings,  Liter  and  Kidneys. 
Etlited  by  C  llenri  Leonard,  M.  A.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Medical  and 
Surgu^al  Diseases  of  Women,  and  Clinical  Gynaecology,  Michigan  College 
of  Medicine.  P'ully  Illustrated;  Cloth,  10  nio,  166  pages,  post-paid,  $1.00, 
Detroit,  Mich.,  1S84;  The  Illustrated  Medical  Journal  Co.,  Publishers. 

Contents  : — (^iiAr.  T. — Topography  of  the  Chest,  Anterior  and  Posterior; 
Chap.  II. — The  Physical  Diagnosis  of  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs. 
Chap.  III. — Diagnosis  of  Percussion.  Percussion  in  Health  and  Disease. 
CuAP.  IV. — Auscultation  of  the  Ch(ist,  in  Health  and  Disease,  aiso  of  Voice, 
Cough  and  different  Kales.  Chap.  V. — On  the  Sputa,  Microscopical  and  Ma- 
croscopical,  with  a  brief  history  of  Lung  Structure.  Chap.  VI. — Diseases  of 
the  Lungs;  their  Pathology  and  means  for  Physical  Diagnosis.  Celap.  VII. 
— On  the  Pulse;  its  Kate,  Rythm  and  Si)hygmography.  Chap.  VIII. — The 
Heart,  its  Regional  Anatomy,  Area  of  Dullness  on  Percussion  in  Health  and 
Disease.  Chap.  IX. — Auscultation  of  the  Heart;  the  different  Cardiac  Mur- 
murs and  their  Indications  of  Disease.  (/HAP.  X. — Diseases  of  the  Heart; 
their  Pathology  and  Physical  Signs.  Chap.  XI. — The  Liver;  its  Regional 
Anatomy,  Histology,  and  Physical  Signs  of  the  different  Diseases.  Chap. 
XII. — The  Spleen;  its  Regional  Anatomy,  Histology,  and  Physical  Sims  of 
Disease.  Chap.  XIII. — The  Kidney;  its  Regional  Anatomy,  Histology,  Path- 
ology, and  Symptoms  of  Different  Diseases.  Chap.  XIV. — Urinalysis,  Chemi- 
cal and  Microscopical ;  prepared  specially  for  this  work  by  Wm.  II.  Rouse,  M. 
D.,  Ph.  C.  Chap.  XV. — Bacteria,  Bacilli,  Micrococci,  Vibrioues,  and  Spiril- 
la}; their  Growth,  Microscopy,  and  Agents  destructive  to  them. 

Designed  by  the  author  for  the  use  of  students,  but  it  is  a  valuable  manual 

for  refreshing  the  memory  of  even  old  practitioners.     It  is  a  remarkably  good 

specimen  of  neat  and  accurate  condensation. 

TUB  KEYNOTES  OF  MEDICAL  PRACTICE,  by  Charles  Oatchell,  Jtf,  2>. 
RlustrcUed.     Chicago:    Gross  &  DeUmdge,  1884- 

This  is  the  most  compact  and  neatly  printed  pocket  manuaj  for  physicians' 
use.  A  vast  amount  of  practical  information  is  condensed  ui  a  book  4x7 
Inches  and  only  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  The  leading  remedies  are 
named  in  the  order  of  their  importance  instead  of  alphabetically,  which  is  a 
marked  improvement.  Turning  to  Dysentery  we  find  under  General  Meas- 
ures these  recommendations:  "If  distressing  tenesmus  enema  consisting  of 
two  ounces  boiled  starch  containing  thirty  drops  Laudanum  or  live  grs.  Chlor- 
al-hydrate. Suppository  containing  one-half  grain  alcoholic  extract  Belladon- 
na, also  excellent."  As  we  have  treated  a  large  number  of  cases  of  dysentery 
of  the  most  violent  description,  in  a  j^ractice  of  a  third  of  a  century,  without 


1884]  AMERICAN   OBSERVER.  477 

ever  resorting  to  such  palliatives,  and  without  the  loss  of  a  single  patient,  we 
think  such  ad\jce  misleading.  But  there  is  so  much  in  the  book  that  is  really 
excellent  that  we  forbear  criticism. 

SOME  OF  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  RECTUM,  and  their  Ilonmopathic 
and  Surgical  Treatment,  by  Mortimer  Ayres,  M.  D.     GJdcago:    Duncan 
Bros,,  188 J^,    Price,  75  cents. 
The  author,  who  is  a  homoiopjithic  practitioner  at  Rushville,  Ills.,  having 
had  great  success  in  treating  diseases  of  the  rectum,  presents  to  the  profession 
in  this  book  the  results  of  his  own  experionce,  niul  adds  a  very  good  condensa- 
tion of  the  general  literature  of  the  sul)joct. 

VAGCINOSISAND  ITS  CURE  B  V  THUYA,  with  remarks  on  TTomo'op7'ophy- 
laoris  hy  J.  Compton  Burnett,  D.  D.  lA)ndon  Iloimvopathic  Puh.  Co, ,  I884. 
The  purpose  of  the  learned  author  in  this  treatise  is  to  show,  1st,  that  there 
is  a  morbid  state  produced  by  vaccination  which  he  terms  Vamnosis;  2d,  that 
Thuya  occidentalis  is  the  remedy  for  this  diseased  state;  3d,  that  Thuya  is  the 
remedy  because  hom(ieopathic  thereto  and,  tth,  that  tlie  law  of  similars  also 
applies  to  tlie  prevention  of  disease.  The  author's  views  are  presented  in  a 
very  readable  and  well  printed  manual  of  120  pages,  with  (;loth  covers  lettered 
on  both  back  and  sides,  as  we  think  such  books  always  should  be. 

THE  THERAPEUTICS  OF  INTERMITTENS' T  FEVER,  by  II  C.  Allen, 
M,  D.,   University  of  Michigan.       Vhiladelphia,  Hahnemann  l\ib.  House, 

1884. 
This  is  an  enlargement  and  improvement  of  the  first  edition  in  several  im- 
portjint  particulars.  The  leading  (characteristics  of  each  remedy  has  been  add- 
ed and  a  full  r(}pertory.  The  volume  is  now  342  octavo  pages,  published  in 
Boericke's  best  style.  One  hundred  and  forty-five  remedies  are  referred  to, 
two  of  which  might  well  be  omitted  :  the  bed  bug,  and  pus  from  itch  pustules. 

DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA,  By  J.  U.  Lloyd  and 
C.  G.  Lloyd.  Cincinnati,  Ohio :  180  Elm  street. 
This  is  a  very  interesting  quuarterly,  well  illustrated,  and  furnished  at  f  1 
per  year.  All  of  our  physicians  should  be  interested  in  Medical  Botany,  and 
those  who  attend  to  it  never  regret  the  time  occupied.  We  heartily  commend 
this  Journal  to  our  readers,  expecting  that  they  will  find  in  it  very  much  to 
interest  and  profit. 

TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION  OF  THE 
HOMOEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  MICH- 
IGAN.   Detroit :    John  F.  Ehy  d  Co.,  Printers,  I884. 
A  neatly  printed  pamphlet  of  140  pp.      It  contains  a  fine  paper  by  Dr.  Por- 
ter on  ovariojomy  which  we  will  reprint  next  number. 
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American  Public  Health  Association  will  hold  its  twelfth  an- 
nual meeting  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  October  14 — 17,  next. 

HoMr^opATHic  SOCIETY  OF  Pa.  will  hold  its  twentieth  annual  ses- 
sion at  Pittsburgh  September  16 — 18.  K.  E.  Caruthers,  M.  D.,  is 
the  corresponding  Secretary-,  Allegheny,  Pa. 

College  OF  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital. — This  Institution 
has  authority  by  its  charter  to  confer  the  degree  of  Oculi  et  Auris 
Chirurgus  upon  those  who  pass  the  required  examination.  For  an- 
announcements,  etc.,  address  H.  C.  Houghton,  M.  D.,  Dean,  No.  12 
West  39th  street  New  York. 

Brooklyn  Homoeopath ic  Hospital,  New  York. — ^There  is  a 
vacancy  for  a  resident  physician.  Address  E.  Miner,  M.  D„  115 
Gates  avenue,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

A  Philanthropic  Enterprise. — A^nu  Asylum  and  School  for  the 
Feeble  Minded  at  Kalamazoo^  Afich. — Having  had  twenty-five  years 
experience  in  organizing  state  and  public  institutions  for  this  class 
of  persons,  I  have  established  a  new  asylum  and  school  at  Kalama- 
zoo, Michigan,  which  is  now  open  for  the  admission  of  pupils  and 
inmates.  The  school  is  now  in  operation  and  pupils  can  be  admitted 
at  once.  The  establishment  is  organized  on  the  "Cottage  Plan." 
There  are  two  cottages  now,  in  addition  to  the  main  building,  and 
other  cottages  will  be  added^  as  needed.  Special  attention  will  be 
paid  to  the  classification  of  pupils,  and  better  facilities  will  be  offered 
for  individual  instruction  tKan  can  be  given  at  the  crowded  public 
institutions.     Great  care  luill  be  exercised  in  the  selection  of  pupils. 

The  property  in  use  is  one  of  the  most  delightful  places  that  could 
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be  found,  after  a  search  of  several  months  for  a  desirable  location. 
Above  malarial  influences  and  with  abundance  of  fruit  and  pleasant 
surroundings,  the  establishment  is  elegant  in  all  its  arrangements. 

Any  person  who  knows  the  name  or  residence  of  any  feeble-mind- 
ed person  or  child,  in  the  State  or  county,  will  do  a  favor  to  them 
and  to  the  undersigned,  by  communicating  the  same  to  my  address. 
Applications  should  be  made  to  Dr.  C.  T.  Wilbur,  Sup't,  (late  Sup't 
Illinois  Asylum  for  Feeble-Minded  Children)  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 

MARITAL. 

Gdstin— -McDonald.— F.  M.  Gustin,  M.  I).,  has  boon  married  to  Miss  N. 
McDonald,  at  Warsaw,  Ind. 

LipPENCOTT — Allen. — E.  Lippencott,  M.  D.,  of  Crawfordsville,  la.,  was 
married  to  Miss  Cora  Allen,  of  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  by  the  Rev.  M.  M.  Riley, 
June  4,  1884. 

McClelland — Pears. — Our  esteemed  friend  Jame«  II.  McClelland,  M.  D., 
was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  May  Pears,  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  on  June  26,  1884. 
May  bringeth  the  happy  summer  time  of  life. 

Shears — Hawter. — Geo.  F.  Shears,  M.  D.,  was  married  to  Miss  Jessie  E. 
Hawter,  M.  D.,  at  the  residence  of  Prof.  G.  A.  Hall,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  April 
17th,  1884. 

SiMONDS — Hughes. — E.  A.  Simonds,  M.  D.,  was  married  to  Miss  Clara  A. 
Hughes,  M.  D.,  at  Chicago,  March  19>1884. 

Williamson — Cotrbll. — A.  P.  Williamson,  M.  D.,  was  married  to  Miss 
Cornelia  Cotrell  on  June  3d,  1884,  at  Albany,  N.  Y. 

REMOVALS. 

Allen,  Dr.  R.  C.  to  4519  Frankford  avenue,  Philadelphia. 

Causey,  Dr.  L.  P.,  to  North  Grosvener  Dale,  Conn. 

Gushing.  Dr.  A.  M.,  to  605  Tremont  street,  Boston. 

Davw,  Dr.  T.  S..  to  Plainfield,  N.  J. 

Habruook,  Dr.  S. ,  to  Proridence,  R.  I. 

Hunt,  Dr.  George,  to  East  Bridgewater,  Mass 

Jackson,  Dr.  Lora  C,  to  1526  Arch  street,  Philadelphia. 

Messenger,  Dr.  Qrib,  from  pjlroy  to  Baiaboo,  Wis. 

McGeorge,  Dr.,  to  1921  Chestnut  street,  Philadelphia. 

Root,  Dr.  J.  D.,  to  Gr^enbush  Wis. 

Tuller,  Dr.  MAJ.COLM  B.,  from  Millville,  N.  J.,  to  Woodbury,  N.  J. 

Wat,  Dr.  J.  H..  from  West  Chester,  Pa.,  to  Atlantic  City,  N.*  J. 

West,  Dr.  E.  G.,  to  Effingham,  Ills. 
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Allkn — Timothy  F.  Allen,  M.  D.,  was  elected  President  of  the  American 
Institute  at  its  hist  session,  at  Deer  Park,  Md. 

Gate — Dr.  II.  J.  Gate  has  opened  a  Sanitarium  at  Saratoga,  Springs,  N.  Y. 

Cleveland. — The  democratic  candidate  for  the  Presidency  does 
not  ai)pear  to  be  favorable  to  homcje()i)athy.  It  is  re])orted  that  as 
Governor  of  New  York  he  vetoed  the  appropriation  of  ^25,000  for 
enlargement  of  the  Middlelown  Insane  Asylum,  where  so  much  good 
has  i)etn  done  with  homoeoi)athic  treatment.  With  much  more 
commendable  liberality  and  foresight  the  legislature  of  Massachu- 
•  setts  has  given  the  homceoi)atiis  charge  of  the  asylum  at  VVestboro, 
and  $150,000  to  make  necessary  repairs,  etc. 

EvERKTT— A.  S.  Everett,  M.  D.  of  Colorado,  was  elected  president  of  the 
Western  Academy  of  Homoeopathy  at  its  rociut  meetiu'^-  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

IjUNGREN. — We  are  much  gratsfied  to  learn  that  our  good  friend  S.  S.  Luu- 
gren,  M.  D.,  has  returned  from  his  European  tour  in  excellent  hcjalth. 

Uusn — R.  B.  Rush,  M.  D.,  was  elecrted  president  of  the  Homojopathic  Medi- 
cal Society  of  Ohio,  at  its  meeting  at  Clevt^laml,  in  May. 

Valentine— The  many  friends  of  Prof.  P.  CI.  Valentme,  M.  D.,  are  much 
saddened  to  be  informed  that  Ikj  has  heen  sent  to  the  asyhnn  at  Middletown, 
T^.  Y.,  with  hut  feeble  hopes  for  his  rapid  recovery. 

NKCROLOGICAL. 

Ckoss — Prof.  Sunuiei  I).  Goss,  tin*  e?nineut  Surgeon  of  Philadelphia,  de- 
parted tl»islif(;  Muy  (i,  1«S1. 

Kaczkowski. — Chevalier  de  Kaezknwski  died  at  Letuberg,  Poland,  May  3, 
1884. 

M0US15— J  W.  Morse,  M.  D..  died  at  Walcott,  Dakota,  June  26,  1S84,  of 
cerebro  spinal-meningitis. 

Hall— Mary  E.  Hall,  M.  D.,  wife  of  William  D.  Hall,  M.  D.,  of  Altoona, 
Pa.,  died  on  June,  4,  1884. 

llAnnE.— Mr.  William  Radde,  tlui  well  known  honueopathic  publislier  aD.d 
pharmaceutist,  departetl  this  life  on  the  lyth  of  IVhiy  last,  at  the  ripe  age  of  84. 
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Peptonized  God  Liyer  Oil 85  Min. 

Pancreatine 2  Grs. 

Water 26  Min. 


Oleic  Hypophosphites 6  Grs. 

Sodium  Hyocholate X  Grs. 


MIX. 


OLEOGHYLE 


is  NOT  AN  EMULSION,  but  is  Pure  Norwegian  Cod  Li^ 

Oil,  perfectly  digested  with  both  Pepsin  and  Pancreatine,  it  is  therefore  immediatelT 
assimilated  by  the  most  delicate  stomachs,  and  is  in  the  only  condition  in  which  o3 
can  be  conveyed  by  the  lacteals  into  the  system  to  form  blood-coinpusdea  Itia, 
therefore,  of  inestimable  value  in  CONSUMPTION  and  all  WASTING  DISEASES 
The  fact  of  its  being  abeady  digested  with  both  PEPSIN  and  PANCREATINE 
obviates  all  nausea  and  unpleasant  eructations,  and  renders  it,  when  administered  to 
delicate  patients,  equal  in  nutritive  value  to  more  than  ten  times  it  weight  of  Cod  li^ 

Oil  in  any  other  form. 


OLEOCHYLt 


is  manufactured  solely  from  PURE  LAFOTEN  COD  LITIS  I 

OIL,  which  is  by  far  the  richest  in  Iodine  and  all  Fat-prodncing  and  Life-SOi'l 

tsdJding  qualities,  as  well  as  the  most  pleasant  to  the  taste. 

Ftayiilelaiis  defttrlnir  to  test  its  merits  wUl  please  apply  for  sampley  wU^  win 
fomlslied  free  of  aU  expense. 
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PHIL  PORTER,  M.  D.,  DETROIT,  MICHIGAN,  EDITOR. 


OVARIOTOMY,* 


In  selecting  this  topic  for  our  bureau  I  was  prompted,  by  a  wish 
expressed  by  my  friends,  to  give  a  paper  on  a  subject  now  engaging 
the  attention  of  our  school,  from  two  sources:  First,  the  treatment  of 
ovarian  cysts  by  therapeutical  measures,  and  second,  surgical ;  both 
methods  having  their  advocates ;  both  claiming  good  results. 

In  the  homoeopathic  school  of  practice  the  first  thought,  and 
properly  so,  is  to  all  diseased  conditions  by  therapeutical  assistance, 
and  second,  well  as  last,  mechanical  or  surgical.  Dr.  J.  T.  Kent,  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  states  that  "To  use  the  knife  is  but  to  acknowledge 
one's  ignorance  of  a  method  by  which  he  can  avoid  cutting."  We 
shall  see  as  we  progress  with  our  subject  if  an  ovarian  cyst  can  be 
excepted. 

The  term  Ovariotomy  is  now  a  familiar  one  to  all,  and  although  a 
misnomer,  it  will,  in  all  probability,  be  retained  in  our  literature  with 
all  the  sacred^ess  that  is  usually  given  to  old  terms,  regardless  of 
of  their  applicability.  The  term  is,  as  Dr.  Edis  puts  it,  "a  barbarous 
compound  of  Latin  and  Greek,  which  does  not  express  the  meaning 
intended.  It  implies  cutting  an  ovary,  or  ovario-section,  while  the 
more  appropriate  and  distinctive  term,  as  suggested  by  Peaslee,  to 
signify  cutting  out  an  ovary,  or  ovario-exsection,  should  be  Oophor- 
ectomy.'* \n  other  words,  normal  Ovariotomy — removing  the  ovar- 
ies— is  now  termed  Oophorectomy,  and  the  removal  of  an  ovarian 
cyst,  Ovariotomy. 

Gastrotomy  and  laparotomy  are  now  often  used  synonymously,  and 

*Bead  before  the  HomcBopathic  Medical  Society  of  Michigan,  by  Phil  Porter,  M.  D., 
Detroit. 
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the  names  are  liable  to  be  somewhat  confusing.  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  enter  into  the  subject  of  Ovariotomy  further  than  to  consider  the 
simple  ovarian  cyst — an  enlarged  Graafian  follicle — leaving  adenoid 
(glandular)  fibroid  tumors  (outgrowths  from  the  stromal  portion  of 
the  ovary),  malignant  growths,  and  extra-ovarian  tumors,  which  are 
so  often  included  as  true  ovarian  growths,  such  as  cysts  of  the  Fallo- 
pian tube,  broad  ligaments,  cysts  developed  in  the  sub-peritoneal 
tissues,  cysts  of  the  parovarium  and  cysts  of  the  Wolffian  bodies  for 
another  paper. 

TRUE    OVARIAN    CYSTS. 

The  aetiology  of  a  simple  or  unilocular  ovarian  cyst  has,  at  this 
period,  become  such  an  interesting  study,  that  I  must  be  pardoned  if 
I  give  it  some  prominence  in  this  paper.  All  of  our  text-books  on 
surgery  and  gynaecology  are  so  brief  and  unsatisfactory  in  their  treat- 
ment of  this  part  of  the  subject,  that  I  feel  that  I  am  justified  in  pre- 
facing  the  operation  and  treatment  with  a  somewhat  careful  consid- 
eration of  the  "doctrine  of  the  causation." 

A  simple  cyst  of  the  ovary,  is  fluid  contained  in  an  organized  sac, 
of  low  vitality,  springing  from  the  surface  of  the  ovary,  first  as  a  small 
vesicle,  but  reaching  in  time  almost  an  unlimited  size,  until  all  the 
abdominal  viscera  are  displaced  to  the  extent  that  they  refuse  to  per- 
form their  normal  functions.  Adhesion  between  the  tumor  and  the 
viscera  are  the  result  of  iritation  set  up  by  the  presence  of  a  tumor,  yet 
little  disturbance  may  be  attended  with  the  growth  of  the  tumor  tm- 
til  it  reaches  a  prodigious  size.  As  I  have  said,  these  cysts  are  noth- 
ing but  the  tissue  from  the  surface  of  the  ovary,  with  material  added 
to  the  growth,  but  not  changed, — simply  disarranged. 

The  anatomical  structures  of  the  cysts  are  simple.  They  consist 
of  three  membranous  coats,  translucent  and  difficult  to  be  disting- 
uished from  the  normal  Graafian  follicle.  There  is  no  uniformity  of 
thickness,  at  some  points  reaching- three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  thick- 
ness, to  an  extremely  thin  membrance,  which  is  easily  ruptured  on 
manipulation.  The  histological  elementS'of  this  sac  are  found  to  be 
similar  to  those  of  any  ordinary,  fibrous  tissue,  cossisting  of  fibres, 
nucleated  fibre  cells  and  granules.     The  blood  vessels  which  supply 
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the  cyst  wall  with  nulrition  enter  the  base,  and  are  composed  of  ves- 
sels derived  from  the  bulb  of  the  ovary,  originally  coming  from  the 
vascular  medullary.  With  the  growth  of  the  tumor  these  vessels  be- 
come enlarged  and  form  a  complete  network  over  the  surface  of  the 
tumor  under  the  peritoneum.  These  vessels  are  helix  (spiral)  in  form, 
which,  with  little  disturbance  to  the  blood-vessels,  permit  a  rapid  in- 
crease in  the  size  of  the  tumor.  They  anastomose  freely,  forming 
knots  and  terminal  pouches.  According  to  some  pathologists  the 
blood-vessels  of  these  cysts  undergo  many  changes,  certain  ones  be- 
coming completely  obliterated,  but  only  to  be  replaced  by  new  for- 
mation. The  result  of  this  peculiar  condition  may  account  for  the 
irregularity  in  the  circulation  with  capillary  embolisms  so  often  found 
in  the  specimens  after  they  have  been  removed.  The  venous  circula- 
tion can  be  traced  plainly  with  the  naked  eye  under  the  thin,  almost 
transparent  peritoneum,  which  attain  sometimes  great  size.  In  sep- 
arating adhesions  I  have  often  been  compelled  to  stop  and  apply  a 
pair  of  artery  clamps  to  a  vein  that  had  been  ruptured  during  the 
manipulations,  so  great  was  the  hemorrhage.  I  have  seen  a  stream 
•of  venous  blood  almost  as  large  as  the  little  finger  burst  from  the  cyst 
wall. 

The  lymphatic  vessels  are  also  developed  beyond  their  usual  size 

Much  attention  of  late  has  been  given  to  this  system  in  connection 
with  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  having  a  bearing  upon  the  action 
of  remedies. 

The  nervous  system  freely  follows  the  arterial  all  though  the  layers 
of  the  fibrous  tissue. 

The  interior  membrane  of  the  cyst  presents  a  white  glistening   ap 
pearance  of  a  serous  membrane,  covered  with  epithelium,  with  patch- 
es here  and  there  of  ciliated  cells.     The  peritoneum  covering  the 
tumor  is  easily  separated,  very  thin,  but  always  retaining  its  delicate 
pavement  epithelium. 

The  shape  of  the  tumor  depends  upon  the  elasticity  of  the  cyst 
wall,  and  when  n  ot  interfered  with  by  the  abdominal  organs  from 
pressure,  is  globular  in  form,  with  some  bulging  irregularities  owing 
to  the  thickness  of  the  cyst  wall.    The  peculiar  pearl  ash  color  of  the 
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tumor  is  due  to  the  deposit  of  granular  haematoid  matter  and  choles- 
terine,  which  has  a  yellow  tinge,  giving  the  tumor,  or  section,  a  tawn- 
ey  appearance. 

Usually  the  Fallopian  tube  will  be  found  enlarged  and  elongated, 
spreading  over  the  surface  of  the  tumor,  the  fimbriated  extremities 
spread  out  and  attached. 

The  direct  causation  of  the  enlargement  of  a  Graafian  follicle  is  yet 
a  matter  of  conjecture.  Accidental  hemorrhage  into  a  follicle  appr- 
oaching its  full  term,  during  its  most  active  stage  of  formation  power, 
is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  prime  factors,  while  Rokitansky  found 
the  ovum  in  ovarian  cysts  larger  than  a  Graafian  follicle,  which,  he 
claims,  proves  the  vesicle  need  not  become  obsolete  in  order  to  de- 
generate into  a  cyst,  while  others  claim  that  the  first  impulse  toward 
the  formation  of  a  cyst  is  caused  by  the  destruction  of  the  germinal 
spot  and  the  involution  of  the  Graafian  follicle.  Rokitansky  has  also 
been  able  to  demonstrate  that  an  ovarian  cyst  may  be  developed  from 
a  corpus  luteum.  He  says  "  the  cyst  is  always  lined  with  a  stratum 
thicker  than  the  wall  of  the  follicle  itself,  which  adheres  to  it,  either 
very  loosely  by  a  delicate  areolar  tissue,  or  very  intimately  by  a 
dense  connective  tissue.  This  lining  stratum  is  of  a  dirty  white 
color,  and  has  rough  inner  surface.  It  may  be  recognized  as  the 
yellow  layer  of  the  corpus  luteuni,  which  has  been  rendered  thin- 
ner by  expanion,  and  the  roughness  of  its  inner  surface  is  occas- 
ioned by  some  of  its  remaining  folds.  Wells  states  that  "the  lique- 
faction of  the  fibrinous  clot  in  the  corpus  luteum  may  also  give  rise  to 
a  cavity  which  will  be  found  covered  with  secreting  cells  which  may 
afterwards  enlarge  so  as  to  have  a  cystic  form.*'  Scanzoni's  explan- 
ation is  "that  a  thickening  of  the  cell  wall  must  necessarily  take  place 
primarily,  if  the  rupture  which  usually  follows  hyperaemia  and  the 
follicle  degenerate  into  a  cyst."  Klob  frequently  found  when  exam- 
ining single  cysts  in  the  ovary  in  new  born  children  and  young  girls, 
that  they  were  either  cysts,  with  haemorrhagenous,  serous,  fluid  con- 
tents, expanded  to  thin  walled  cysts  through  extravasation  of  blood. 

Shultz  found  the  stroma  of  the  ovary  in  a  child  degenerated  to  an 
extensive  network  completely  filled  with  blood,  fluid  and  coagulated, 
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forming  a  simple  cyst.  My  opinion,  based  upon  a  careful  examina- 
tion, is  that  the  Graafian  follicles,  being  deep-seated  in  the  body  of 
the  ovary,  or  folliclar  zone,  though  the  ovum  may  be  fully  ripe  and 
ready  for  fecundation  there  is  no  possibility  of  its  escaping  from  the 
ovary  at  all  times,  owing  to  the  thickened  walls,  by  rupture,  and  the- 
refore, by  its  presence  it  gives  rise  to  a  morbid  action,  with  great  lo- 
cal congestion,  and  a  possibility  of  intra-follicular  hemorrhage  pro- 
ducing a  small  cyst.  These  cysts  are  often  found  in  the  adult  ovary, 
and  Lawson  Tait  says,  also  can  be  found  on  a  smaller  scale  in  child- 
ren. In  addition  to  these  cysts,  isolated  follicles  may  be  influenced 
by  some  local  inflammation  producing  in  that  part  of  the  ovary,  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  body,  cystic  degeneration. 

DIAGNOSIS    OF    A    SIMPLE    OVARIAN    CYST. 

Usually  the  discovery  of  a  tumor  of  the  abdomen  is  first  made  by 

the  patient,  and  as  the  question  is  at  once  raised,  "  what  is  it  ?"  the 

surgeon  is  called  upon  to  make  a  diagnosis,  and  many  a  ludicrous 
mistake  has  been  made. 

There  are  so  many  abnormal  conditions  of  a  pathological  nature, 
as  well  as  physiological,  existing  in  the  pelvic  vicera,  that  the  physic- 
ian is  very  apt  to  be  confounded  and  confused.  On  this  account  I 
shall  dwell  at  some  length  upon  the  subject  of  differential  diagnosis. 

It  is  here  the  general  practitioner  feels  that  he  is  at  loss,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  how  essential  it  is  to  know  exactly  the  true  pathological 
state.  How  often  would  the  young  specialist  be  thankful  if  he  could 
call  in  the  experience  of  some  older  surgeon  when  called  upon  to  de- 
cide the  true  abnormal  condition.  In  taking  up  this  part  of  my  pa- 
per I  shall  not,  for  want  of  time,  undertake  to  give  the  symptoms  ex  - 
isting  between  the  various  forms  of  tumors,  but  consider  the  simple 
cyst  and  its  relations  to  other  pathological  states  in  the  abdomen,  not 
morbid  growths.  In  differentiating  let  me  here  say  at  once  that  the 
conditions  which  resemble  ovarian  tumors  are  so  numerous,  and  there 
are  so  few  facts  in  connection  wtih  them  upon  which  implicit  reliance 
can  be  placed,  that  safety  is  to  be  found  only  in  the  process  of  reas- 
oning by  exclusion^  the  same  as  when  selecting  a  remedy  for  a  condi- 
tion having  a  multitudinous  set  of  symptoms. 


486  AMERICAN  OBSERVER.  [Aug 

First  make  a  mental  list  of  the  conditions  that  could  exist — always 
satisfying  yourself  that  you  haven't  a  tuberculous  or  cancerous  degen- 
eration, which  are  indicated  by  the  general  symptoms, — to  deal  with, 
and  then  one  after  another  exclude  them  as  you  examine  until  no  al- 
ternative is  left. 

The  gravid  uterus  is  often  mistaken  for  an  ovarian  tumor.  It  is 
simply  astonishing  to  known  how  many  times  an  error  is  made  in  a 
diagnosis  and  a  woman  six  months  pregnant  opened,  expecting  to 
find  an  ovarian  tumor;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  pregnancy  taken  for 
granted,  when  there  existed  an  ovarian  tumor.  Either  error  is,  in- 
deed, lamentable. 

I  was  once  sent  for,  to  operate,  after  corresponding  with  the  family 
physician  regarding  an  ovarian  growth,  who  was  positive  of  his  diag- 
nosis, and  found  on  examination  that  the  patient  was  really  in  the 
later  stages  of  utero-gestation'  This,  gentleman,  is  no  unusual  mis- 
take, and  can  be,  and,  is  made  by,  even,  some  of  the  most  celebrated 
operators.  Usually,  however,  these  mistakes  are  the  result  of  care- 
lessness, for,  with  the  advantages  of  the  present  day  in  medicine  for 
diagnosing  disease^— the  stethoscope,  auscultation,  percussion,  men- 
suration and  other  diagnostic  measures — we  are  hardly  justified  in 
placing  our  patients,  not  to  mention  ourselves,  in  an  embarrassing 
position. 

Remembering  that  no  time  of  woman's  life  is  exempt  from  ovarian 
tumors,  will  place  us,  to  some  extent,  on  our  guard.  According  to 
Wells  and  Tait,  cysts  of  various  sizes  are  found  in  the  infant  ovary 
as  well  as  in  old  age — of  the  latter,  when  they  do  develop,  it  is  very 
late  in  life. 

Statistics  show  that  out  of  one  thousand  cases  of  ovarian  tumors, 
the  average  age  was  thirty-nine,  demonstrating  that  the  greater  the 
activity  of  the  ovary,  the  greater  the  frequency  of  the  disease. 

It  has  been  claimed  that  the  right  ovary  is  more  often  the  seat  of 
a  cyst  than  the  left,  but  I  can  find  no  proof  to  bear  out  the  assertion. 

In  normal  pregnancy  the  enlargement  has  developed  within  six 
months  at  the  furthest ;  only  noticed  a  few  weeks  at  the  most.  In 
the  tumor  the  enlargement  is  more  gradual,  as  a  rule,  and  been  no- 
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ticed  for  many  months,  if  not  a  year.  In  pregnancy  the  abdomen 
will  be  found  symmetrical ;  in  the  tumor,  more  to  one  side.  Count- 
enance natural  in  the  pregnant  state  ;  anxious,  with  the  tumor.  Ca- 
tamenia  absent  for  months  in  pregnancy,  generally  regular,  though 
it  may  be  scanty  with  an  ovarian  tumor.  The  mammary  symptoms 
are  also  prominent,  such  as  a  darkened  areolae  with  enlarged  follicles, 
and  full  nipple  with  pregnancy,  and  no  change  if  associated  with  a 
tumor.  With  pregnancy,  on  examination  per  vagina,  the  cervix  will 
be  found  softened  and  apparently  shortened,  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
with  an  ovarian  tumor  the  uterus  is  usually  normal  in  size,  but  found 
behind  the  cyst  and  displaced,  and  ballottement^  even  if  practicable, 
reveals  nothing. 

These  facts,  while  not  establishing  any  significant  landmark  to 
guide  us  in  differentiating  between  the  gravid  uterus  and  an  ovarian 
cyst,  will  prevent  us  from  falling  into  error  in  that  particular. 

With  the  stethoscope  we  are  enabled  to  recognize  in  a  case  of  pre- 
gnancy the  foetal  heart.  The  rapidity  of  the  beats,  120  to  130  per 
minute,  will  prevent  our  mistaking  the  sound  for  any  other  pulsa- 
tion. Still  this  sympton  is  not  to  be  relied  upon,  and  we  should  nev- 
er acept  it  as  a  proof  positive,  without  it  can  be  added  to  other  pat- 
hognomonic signs.  The  patient's  pulse  should  be  taken  as  well, 
for  many  times  the  impulse  of  the  aorta  may  be  conveyed  through 
the  tumor  to  the  abdominal  parietes.  Other  points  of  difference  be- 
tween an  ovarian  tumor  and  a  gravid  uterus  must  be  insisted  upon. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  pregnant  uterus  enlarges  is  usually  so 
much  greater  than  is  seen  in  the  case  of  ovarian  growths,  that  it  will 
aid  us  in  the  diagnosis.  Regarding  the  placental  bruit^  we  have  to 
add  that  it  has  never  been  of  any  special  assistance  in  differentiating. 

Ballottemeni  is  a  valuable  aid,  one  that  has  often  been  overlooked. 

As  a  rule  pain  is  not  met  with  in  a  cystic  growth,  if  its  escape  is 
readily  made  out  of  the  pelvis,  or  unless  the  surface  of  the  tumor  un- 
dergoes some  inflammatory  change.  There  is  seldom  any  nausea  or 
vomiting  associated  with  an  ovarian  tumor  ;  the  appetite  is  not  usual- 
ly interfered  with  until  the  case  is  far  advanced  ;  the  enlargement  of 
the  veins,  often  seen  in  the  skin  of  the  abdomen,  have  no  special  di- 
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agnostic  proof,  although  strongly  insisted  upon  by  some  Ovariotom- 
ists      I  have  seen  the  same  condition  repeatedly  in  pregnancy. 

Retroverted  uterus  is  another  condition  that  will  often  confuse  the 
examiner,  when  the  tumor  is  simply  suspected;  but  thebi-manual  man- 
ipulation and  passing  the  sound  will  settle  this  point,  for  in  the  retro- 
verted organ  the  sound  passes  backwards  and  downwards,  while  jn 
the  case  of  a  tumor  the  instrument  will  be  carried  upwards  and  be- 
hind the  pubis.  Should  there  exist  a  small  fibroid  in  the  walls  of  the 
uterus,  limited  movement  of  the  organ  will  usually  prevent  our  falling 
into  any  serious  mistake. 

Fibroid  tumors  of  the  uterus  is  still  another  condition  that  will 
often  prove  a  greater  source  of  doubt  to  us  in  differentiating  than  the 
last  disease.  These  growths  partake  of  the  size  and  shape  of  an  ov- 
arian cyst,  but  remembrance  of  the  well-defined  signs  and  symptoms 
that  are  laid  down,  will,  I  think,  asist  you  in  coming  to  a  conclusion. 

The  consistency  of  the  tumor,  which  rarely  contains  any  fluid  or 
cavities,  is  so  marked  that  you  will  seldom  mistake  it  for  a  cyst. 

But  very  often  the  mass  is  large  and  soft,  presenting  a  feeling  of 
fluctuation  that  will  puzzle  the  novice.  Attending,  however,  toother 
distinctive  points  an  error  may  be  avoided  The  outline  of  the  growth, 
its  projections,  nodulated  and  rough,  can  be  felt,  many  times,  through 
the  parietes,  which  is  contrary  to  the  smooth  feeling  of  a  cyst,  and  if 
the  fibroid  growth  be  uterine  in  character,  other  small  growths  will, 
as  a  rule,  be  found  in  different  stages  of  advancement.  On  ausculta- 
tion, I  have  found  one  distinctive  characteristic  that  has  aided  me  in 
deciding  between  an  ovarian  tumor  and  a  fibroid,  and  that  is  with 
the  stethoscope,  in  a  fibroid,  you  will  hear,  above  the  pelvic  brim,  a 
rushing  sound,  not  unlike  the  so-called  placental  bruit  in  the  gravid 
uterus,  which  is  never  present  in  the  ovarian  growth.  Another  sign 
that  is  almost  always  present  in  a  fibroid  and  not  in  the  ovarian,  is 
the  length  of  the  uterine  cavity  ;  instead  of  being  only  two  and  a  half 
inches  long,  it  will  admit  the  sound    three,    four  or  even  six   inches. 

With  a  fibroid  growth  the  health  is  fair,  and  no  emaciatiofi,  while 
it  is  to  the  contrary  with  an  ovarian  cyst.  The  countenance  is  either 
natural  or  anaemic  with  a  fibroid,  and  as  referred  to  in  differentiating 
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between  the  gravid  uterus  and  a  cyst,  the  countenance  is  anxious, 
pinched,  but  not  anaemic  ;  this  peculiar  expression  will  almost  always 
be  found  with  any  ovarian  growth.  A  fibroid  will  usually  be  found 
lower  down  in  the  abdomen  than  a  cyst.  The  cervix  often  oblitera- 
ted, while  with  an  ovarian  growth,  the  uterus  feels  almost  natural. 

Derangement  of  menstrual  life  will  also  be  a  significent  point  to 
keep  in  mind.  Menorrhagia  accompanies  fibroids,  while  in  the  cyst 
these  may  not  be  any  disturbance  in  that  direction.  If  I  suspect  a 
fibroid  I  always  place  my  finger  against  the  cervix,  if  it  can  be  reached, 
and  then  place  my  other  hand  over  the  fundus,  and  by  conjoined 
manipulation  a  diagnosis  can  be  made. 

Abdominal  ascites  is  without  doubt  the  most  difficult  dise^^se  to 
differentiate  from  an  ovarian  cyst  to  many  ;  not  so  between  a  fibroid 
or  fibro-cystic  tumor,  except  when  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  peri- 
toneal effusion,  but  we  often  find  ourselves  in  doubt  for  a  time  when 
we  meet  with  a  large  collection  of  ascitic  fluid  lying  free  in  the  abdo- 
minal cavity. 

By  placing  the  patient  in  the  supine  position  you  can  readily  dis- 
tinguish the  true  difference.  Ovarian  tumors  will  project  well  forward 
from  the  centre,  while  in  ascites  the  abdominal  wall  is  flattened  out 
and  the  bulging  will  be  found  on  the  sides,  occupying  the  lowest  level. 

If  you  percuss  over  an  ovarian  tumor  the  sound  will  be  found  dull 
over  the  umbilical  region,  while  in  ascites  you  will  get  a  resonant 
sound  in  front  from  the  intestines,  which  are  floating  on  the  surface 
of  the  fluid,  and  a  marked  dullness  at  the  sides.  If  you  are  still  in 
doubt,  cause  the  patient  to  move  from  side  to  side,  when  you  can  see 
the  ascitic  fluid  shifting  its  position,  which  is  not  apparent  in  an  ov- 
arian cyst. 

In  ascites  you  will  fined  a  cachectic  appearance  often  marked  from 
the  first,  while,  in  the  case  of  an  ovarian  cyst  you  obtain  what  Edis 
csiWs  fades  ovariana*  Pulsations  from  the  aorta  are  transmitted 
through  a  cyst  to  the  abdominaljwall,  and  no  pulsation  is  felt  through 
ascitic  fluid.  Per  vagina  no  cyst  wall  is  felt  in  a  case  of  anasarca, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  cyst  can  usually  be  detected  at  the  pelvic 
brim  or  vaginal  roof  in  front  of  the  uterus.  The  character  of  the 
35 
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fluid  drawn  for  examination  will  also  assist  in  settling  a  doubt.  That 
of  ascites,  highly  albuminous,  with  a  specific  gravity  loio  to  1015  ; 
deposits  fibrin  spontaneously,  as  a  delicate  film,  but  with  no  sediment; 
does  not  contain  paralbumen,  metalbumen,  or  cholesterine,  which,  on 
comparing  with  the  character  of  an  ovarian  cyst  fluid  will  be  found 
quite  different.  Microscopically  there  exists  the  same  difference.  In 
the  ascitic  fluid  will  be  found  squamous  epithelial  cells,  leucocytes, 
and  fibrin,  oil  globules  and  amoeboid  bodies,  and  from  the  fluid  of  a 
cyst,  as  mentioned  in  a  previous  part  of  this  paper,  and  her  general 
constitutional  condition  will  also  have  a  decided  bearing  upon  the 
case,  between  the  two  conditions. 

Tympanitis,  or  by  some,  called  false  pregnancy,  may,  on  first  ex- 
amination, be  mistaken  for  an  ovarian  tumor.  Spencer  Wells  ment- 
ions the  fact,  that  to  his  personal  knowledge,  over  ten  operations  are 
placed  on  record,  where  the  abdomen  was  opened  for  an  ovarian  cyst> 
when,  of  course,  nothing  was  found  but  a  large  accumulation  of  gas 
in  the  intestines.     . 

Faecal  matter,  in  large  quantities  in  the  intestines,  has  also  led  to 
many  a  painful  error  on  the  part  of  physicians.  To  my  own  know- 
ledge this  mistake  came  very  near  resulting  in  a  serious  mistake  on 
the  part  of  a  Detroit  practitioner,  who  had  everything  prepared  to 
operate,  when  one  of  the  gentlemen  invited  to  be  present  made  the 
discovery  that  the  tumor  which  the  Doctor  was  going  to  remove  was 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  collection  of  faecal  matter.  The  sen- 
sation of  a  mass  of  this  nature  under  the  hand  is  so  different  from 
any  growth  I  have  ever  met,  that  it  seems  almost  impossible  for  a 
mistake  to  be  made;  but  still,  a  combination  of  circumstances  might 
mislead  the  examiner. 

A  large  mass  of  hydatids  of  the  omentum  may  also  confuse  the 
surgeon,  especially  if  the  growth  be  of  any  considerable  size.  They 
present  many  of  the  characteristic  signs  of  an .  ovarian  cyst,  and 
indeed,  are  simply  a  cystic  degeneration  of  the  omentum,  presenting 
the  physical  changes  seen  in    a   cystic   degeneration   of   the   ovary. 

The  growth,  however,  comm^ences  higher  up  at  the  outset  than  an 
ovarian   tumor,   and   no   adhesions   or   fluid  are  found  down  in  the 
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pelvis  without  the  disease  has  passed  into  the  later  stages,  and  the 
uterus  is  not  crowded  to  one  side  as  in  an  ovarian  growth. 

An  hypertrophied  liver  may  prove  embarrassing  when  arriving  at 
a  diagnosis  in  ovarian  tumors.  History  tells  us  that  an  enlarged 
liver  has  often  been  taken  for  some  ovarian  growth,  and  the  patient 
subjected  to  the  painful  operation  of  laparotomy. 

On  examination  where  there  is  an  enlarged  liver  there  will  be 
found  a  well  defined  line  of  resonance  from  the  border  of  the   liver, 

■ 

— I  do  not  care  how  large  that  organ  may  be, — to  the  pelvic  brim, 
due  to  the  presence  of  the  small  intestine,  while  there  is  a  marked 
dullness  commencing  well  up  under  the  ribs  on  the  right  side  and 
extending  to  the  line  of  resonance  referred  to. 

The  microscope  will  aid  in  determining  between  a  hypertrophied 
spleen  and  an  ovarian  cyst.  The  excess  of  white  blood  corpuscles, 
in  addition  to  other  signs,  will  be  sufficient  to  prevent  falling  into 
error. 

A  floating  kidney  gives  such,  characteristic  symptoms  by  itself, 
from  its  size,  locality  and  movability,  that  we  are  seldom  liable  to 
take  it  for  an  ovarian  cyst. 

Sometimes  a  distended  bladder,  on  first  examination,  will  puzzle 
the  physician  for  a  few  hours,  but  the  history  and  a  catheter — a  long 
one — will  soon  solve  the  true  condition. 

The  fluid  contents  of  a  simple  unilocular  cyst  will  also  assist  the 
examiner  in  determining  the  true  pathological  condition  when  diff- 
erentiating between  other  growths  and  an  ovarian  tumor. 

In  the  simple  cyst  the  fluid  is  generally  perfectly  clear,  hyaline, 
coloress,  pale  yellow,  thin  and  limpid,  with  a  specific  gravity  of  1007 
tcf  10 1 5,  varying  in  quantity.  Cholesterine  crystals,  scales  of  epithe- 
lium, are  usually  found  floating  in  the  fluid,  which,  however,  may  be 
changed  in  color  from  the  above  condition  to  a  yellow  green,  brown 
red,  or  chocolate  color,  if  mixed  with  the  blood  or  pus,  which  usually 
follows  tapping. 

The  fluid  contents  of  an  ovarian  cyst  have  been  divided  into  two 
classes,  the  albuminous  and  mucous.  The  latter  containing  colloid 
globules,  mucin  and  mucous  peptone,  and  the  former   albumen   and 
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fibrin,  par-albumen,  met  albumen,  and  albumen  peptone.  These 
mucous  series  are  readily  soluble  in  mineral  acids,  never  precipitated 
from  their  acid  solutions  by  ferrocyanide  of  potassium,  not  naturally 
precipitated  by  tannin  or  by  neutral  metal  salts,  but  always  thrown 
down  by  basic  lead  salts. 

The  solids,  seen  under  the  microscope,  are  granules,  globules  of 
fat,  granular  cells,  epithelial  cells,  crystals  of  cholesterine,  blood 
corpuscles,  and  disintegrated  blood,  pus  cells,  and  compound  gran- 
ular cells,  or  inflammatory  globules  of  Gluge.  These  bodies  are  not 
always  found  in  the  same  specimen,  but  some  of  them  are  present, 
and  although  the  physical  signs  are  often  sufficient  for  diagnosis,  they 
are  sometimes  far  from  conclusive  till  we  test  the  contents  of  the 
cyst.  By  this  means  we  have  additional  evidence,  and  can  in  certain 
cases  tell  what  kind  of  a  cyst  they  are  taken  from. 

ADHESIONS. 

Having  satisfied  ourselves  that  we  have  an  ovarian  tumor  to  treat, 
it  is  now  our  duty  to  ascertain  what  sort  of  a  pedicle  it  has  and  from 
which  side  of  the  body  it  springs.  Is  it  single  or  double,  for  both 
ovaries  may  have  cystic  degeneration  at  the  same  time?  The  next 
question  that  naturally  arises  is,  whether  it  is  free  or  adherent  if  the 
latter,  to  what  extent.  This  question  should,  if  possible  be  decided, 
for  the  purpose  of  recommending  tapping  with  probability  of  relief 
from  the  same;  whether  we  could  use  drainage,  or  whether  an  opera- 
tion could  be  performed  with  an  average  chance  of  a  good  result. 

Often  a  patient  will  insist  upon  an  operation,  but  the  surgeon 
should  be  prepared  to  resist  appeal  from  that  source,  even  if  the 
sufferer  does  desire  to  escape  from  her  distress  whatever  the  risk 
might  be. 

Internal  and  external  manipulations  or  examinations  will  enable 
you  to  trace  out  the  smooth  and  elastic  sac,  and  if  the  wave  of 
fluctuation  is  perceptible  in  all  directions,  coming  out  sharply  to  the 
opposite  side  from  the  blow  of  the  hand,  you  have  to  deal  with  a 
unilocular  cyst.  It  may  be  either  an  ovarian  or  an  extra-ovarian, 
for  their  growth,  situation  and  history  are  the  same,  but  to  the  touch 
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and  shock  they  differ.  From  the  tense  thick,  wall  of  an  ovarian  cyst 
you  will  have  a  well  defined  wave  or  shock,  while  in  a  cyst  from  the 
broad  ligament  or  Fallopian  tube — tubal  dropsy, — the  walls  are  thin 
and  flaccid,  and  the  impression  is  not  conveyed  to  the  hand  with  any 
degree  of  force.  Again,  after  tapping  an  extra-ovarian  tumor,  th^ 
walls  almost  completely  collapse,  while  an  ovarian  cyst  is  quite  firm 
and ^asily  mapped  out.  The  contents* of  the  tumors  are  usually 
different.  In  a  cyst,'  from  the  broad  ligament  you  will  find  a  thin, 
clear,  odorless  fluid,  and  if  coagulated  by  heart,  will  redissolve  in 
acetic  acid.  This  test  is  relied  upon  by  many  operators  and  is,  no 
doubt,  a  valuable  aid. 

Adhesions  are  the  "bugbear"  to  ovariotomists;  by  some  of  the 
older  operators  it  was  considered  improper  and  impracticable  to 
complete  an  operation  if,  on  an  exploratory  incision,  adhesions  were 
found.  Even  as  late  as  1843,  Mr.  Walne  began  his  operation  with 
a  small  incision  just  large  enough  to  enable  him  to  ascertain  with  his 
finger  whether  the  cyst  was  free  or  not.  Dr.  Bird,  quite  a  celebrated 
English  operator,  before  an  operation,  always  inserted  needles  through 
different  parts  of  the  abdominal  parietes  into  the  cyst,  and  watched 
their  movements  as  patients  breathed,  to  see  whether  the  cyst  wall 
remained  stationarj^or  moved.  Others,  after  tapping,  used  the  canula 
to  settle  the  question.  Wells,  who  rapidly  came  into  the  field  as  a 
bold  and  skillful  operator,  cast  aside  all  of  these  measures  as  fallac- 
ious, and  made  the  statement  that  adhesions  were  not  prejudicial  to 
the  good  results  of  an  operation,  and  should  not  debar  one  from 
operating  unless  too  complicated  or  extencive,  which  position  he  is 
now  sustained  in  by  modern  surgeons. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  well  to  konw  what  we  are  to  anticipate, 
and,  therefore,  proper  to  go  over  our  cases  carefully  and  ascertain 
to  what  extent  adhesions  are  present.  When  making  an  examination 
for  this  purpose — and  I  think  too  many  examinations,  at  different 
times,  cannot  be  made  by  the  operator— ^the  patient  should  be  placed 
on  a  table — never  examine  a  woman  for  any  disease  on  a  couch  or 
bed — in  a  good  light,  lying  squarely  on  her  back,  with  the  knees 
somewhat  flexed  and  the  shoulders  supported  by  a  good  sized  pillow 
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and  the  entire  abdomen  exposed.  Watching  the  movements  during 
inspiration  and  expiration,  and  if  there  are  no  adhesions  you  will 
see  the  abdominal  walls  glide  freely  up  and  down  over  the  tumor, 
but  if  there  are  adhesions,  irregular  elevations  and  depressions  can 
be  seen  on  the  surface,  which  are  positive  signs  of  adhesion.  Also, 
percussion  will  enable  you  to  trace  out  the  extent  and  locality  of 
these  bands.  The  umbilicus  will  also  move  freely  over  the  tumor, 
if  there  are  no  adhesions,  and  will  become  more  or  less  depressed 
and  distorted,  if  adherent.  If  there  are  adhesions  to  the  anterior 
wall  of  the  cyst,  we  can  generally  expect  other  and  deepet  adhesions 
low  down,  involving  important  parts,  that  to  separate  without  injury 
is  indeed  an  important  and  often  difficult  task.  The  rectum,  ureters, 
large  blood  vessels  and  nerves  must  be  manipulated  with  great  care, 
for  on  this  may   depend    the   success   or   failure   of  the   operation. 

Many  a  patient  has  been  lost  by  overlooking  some  bleeding  point,  in 
the  abdomen,  insignificant 'apparently,  which  was  created  by  dividing 
an  adhesion,  when  otherwise  the  operation  would  have  been  a  success. 
When  adhesions  are  deep-seated  and  firmly  attached  to  the  pelvic  visce- 
ra, dissection  necessary  to  separate  the  parts  is  out  of  question  in  the 
living  patient,  and  although  the  attempt  is  made  by  some  operators, 
death  always  follows.  Such  a  condition  of  adhesion  maybe  detected 
if  you  will  tap  the  cyst  and  place  the  patient  6n  her  elbows  and 
knees,  with  the  chest  low  and  pass  the  hand  'into  the  vagina  and 
rectum  and  freely  move  the  empty  cyst;  if  firmly  adhered,  limited 
mobility  of  the  uterus  and  other  parts  will  be  found,  and  yet  I  have 
seen  a  small  ovarian  cyst  occupying  the  pelvis  and  not  adherent,  as 
I  supposed.  But  usually  if  adhesions  are  not  present  you  can  move 
the  tumor  about  freely. 

Adhesions  to  the  intestines  are  more  difficult  to  determine;  those 
to  the  liver,  spleen  and  stomach,  are  seldom  observed  before  opening 
the  abdomen. 

TREATMENT. 

This  disease  can  and  should  be  divided  into  two  treatments, 
medical  and  surgical. 

Medical.     Our  school  is  so  limited  in  its  cases  reported  as  cured 
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by  remedies,  and  of  such  doubtful  authority,  we  cannot  with  prop- 
riety and  justice  rely  upon  them  as  having  any  special  weight  upon 
a  question  of  so  grave  and  important  a  matter.  Would  that  we 
could,  for  I  honestly  believe  that  these  ovarian  (unilocular)  cysts, 
with  the  same  anatomical  structures  as  other  tissues,  do  respond  to 
the  action  of  remedies;  the  same  lymphatic  system,  the  same  blood- 
vessels, the  same  nervous  supply,  and  although  of  low  vitality,  why 
not  susceptible  to  the  indicated  drug,  the  same  as  any  other  abnormal 
growth  ? 

I  do  not  like  to  refer  to  the  allopathic  records,  even  to  substantiate 
the  fact,  if  possible,  that  ovarian  cysts  can  or  cannot  be  cured  by 
medical  means,  as  they  are  so  unreliable  and  immaterial  to  us  as 
statistics  in  arriving  at  any  settled  therapeutical  question;  still,  in  our 
ranks  there  are  so  many  who  do  fall  back  upon  the  Old  School  for 
authority,  to  be  just,  I  shall  place  their  experience  with  those  of  our 
own  school  in  this  article.     To  begin  with.    Sir  J.  Y  Simpson  states. 

"  I  have  no  belief  that  any  drug  or  medicine  ever  removed  a  cystic 
multilocular  "  (not  unilocular)  "  growth  or  dropsy  of  the  ovary.  I 
would  almost  as  soon  expect  to  remove  by  them  a  foot  or  a  hand,  or 
any  integral  part  of  the  normal  body."  Lawson  Tait  disposes  of 
the  subject  in  this  summary  manner:  **The  treatment  of  ovarian 
tumors  by  therapeutics  need  not  be  discussed  further  than  to  say 
that  it  is  limited  to  the  administration  of  tonics  to  sustain  the  func- 
tions of  the  patient,  or  to  correct  some  errant  condition  which  might 
diminish  the  chances  of  success  for  the  surgical  treatment  of  the 
case."  Matthews  Duncan  says,  "  We  know  of  no  one  example 
of  the  cure,  otherwise  than  by  the  operations;  cures  by  one  or  more 
tappings:  cures  by  medicines,  cures  by  spontaneous  rupture:  cures  by 
advancing  pregnancy:  have  been  if  not  mere  egregious  mistakes, 
almost  certainly  cures  of  par-ovarian  cysts,  whose  history,  as  all 
readily  know,  quite  accords  with  and  explains  such  erroneous  allega- 
tions." -Wells  remarks,  "It  is  better  at  once  to  put  aside  the  old 
presumptuous  talk  about  deobstruents,  discutients,  evacuants,  and 
such  like  delusively  promissory  inanities;  "  and  Edis  follows,  saying, 
"In  fact,  so  utterly  useless  is  medical  treatment  as  a  means  of   cure, 
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that  any  further  consideration  of  the  subject  is  unnecessary,  and 
would  be  eminently  unprofitable." 

While  Thomas,  of  this  country,  states  that,  '*The  medical  treat- 
ment of  ovarian  dropsy  has  now  been  faithfully  tested  and  found  to 
be  inefficacious.  After  a  careful  search  through  the  records  of  the 
subject,  one  is  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  a  lackof  evidence 
substantiating  the  possibility  of  the  acomplishment  of  absorption  by 
these  means." 

Emmet  coincides  by  adding,  "Formerly  a  number  of  drugs  were 
more  or  less  noted  for  their  supposed  efficacy,  but  they  have  been 
found  valueless.  The  inference  is,  that  in  cases  where  they  were 
supposed  to  be  serviceable  there  was  an  error  in  diagnosis,  and  as 
their  virtues  were  held  to  be  due  to  their  action  on  the  kidneys  it 
becomes  very  probable  that  ascites  was  often  mistaken  for  ovarian 
tumor."  With  this  authority  from  the  allopathic  school  I  shall  now 
turn  to  some  of  our  own  school.  Lilienthal,  ''''Apis  MeL  Soft, 
encysted  ovarian  tumor,  perceptible  as  a  slight  protuberance  at  first, 
and  then  movable:  Podophyllum,  Ovarian  tumor."  Hale:  "It  is 
probable  that  a  judicious  use  of  ovarian  remedies  might  prevent 
many  cases  of  ovarian  tumor.  Of  all  these  remedies,  Apis  has  the 
characteristic  symptom  which  is  common  in  women  threatened  with 
such  tumors,  namely:  Sudden  fainting  without  any  apparant  caused 
[I  cannot  but  think  this  anticipating  tumors  of  the  ovaries  from 
this  symptom  somewhat  ambiguous,  and  should  not  have  any  special 
weight  or  bearing  upon  this  question. — P.]  Next  in  order,  says  Dr. 
Hale,  **is  Lilium,  which,  if  reports  can  be  relied  upon,  has  cured 
incipient  tumors.  I  am  inclined  to  the  belief,  however,  that  these 
tumors  were  simple  enlargement  of  the  ovary.  I  do  not  believe 
any  medicine  is  capable  of  resolving  an  ovarian  cyst." 

Guernsey  :  "  The  practitioner  should  select  his  remedy  with  the 
greatest  care  in  these  cases,  keeping  before  him  always  the  possibil- 
ity of  effecting  a  cure  by  medical  means  alone,  and  leaving  operative 
interference  as  a  dernier  ressort^ 

Apis  mel.^  stinging  pains,  like  bee  stings  ;  sometimes  lancinating 
pains,  absence   of   thirst,    scanty   urine.     Arnica  m.     If   developed 
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from  a  bruise,  the  Arnica  symptoms  remaining,  a  sore,  bruised  sen- 
s^on.  Arsenicum  alb.  The  tumor  may  be  large  Dr  small,  and  is 
accompanied  with  a  general  anasarcous  condition  ;  pale,  wan-like 
skin;  burning  pains  in  the  tumor;  water  lies  heavily  and  cold  upon 
the  stomach  when  dark.  Belladonna,  The  pains  come  and  go  sud- 
denly; downward  pressure,  as  if  all  would  issue  through  the  genital 
organs.  China^  if  the  tumor  can  be  traced  as  a  consequence  of  loss 
of  animal  fluids.  Conium,  Much  nausea  and  vomiting ;  vertigo  whilst 
in  a  recumbent  position,  particularly  on  attempting  to  turn  over ;  the 
urine  intermits  in  its  flow.  Graphites,  She  has  itching  blotches  here 
and  there  over  her  person  ;  getting  her  feet  a  little  damp  aggravates 
her  sufferings ;  obstinate  constipation  of  large,  knotty  faeces,  with 
varices.  lodium.  In  women  of  decidedly  scrofulous  diathesis ;  leu- 
corrhoea,  which  excoriates  the  flesh,  and  even  corrodes  the  patient's 
clothing.  Lachesis,  Especially  in  cases  where  the  left  ovary  was  first 
affected,  with  a  tendency  towards  the  right ;  worse  after  sleeping ;  the 
pain  is  often  relieved  by  a  discharge  of  blood  from  the  vagina. 

Lycopodium,  The  right  ovary  is  first  affected,  and  the  pain  inclines 
to  the'left.  Aggravation  after  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  much  borborygmus, 
particularly  in  the  left  hypochondrium.  An  abundance  of  red  sand 
in  the  urine.  Much  pain  in  the  back  before  urinating,  which  is 
relieved  as  soon  as  the  urine  flows. 

Zinc>  The  sufferings  are  entirely  relieved  during  the  catamenial 
flow.  A  sensation  as  if  boring  in  the  tumor,  which  requires  pressure 
and  shaking  of  the  part  for  relief." 

Dr.  Carroll  Dunham  gives,  under  the  head  of  Murex purpurea^  a 
cure  of  a  larger  cyst  of  the  left  ovary,  which  had  confined  the  patient 
to  her  room  for  more  than  a  year.  Dunham  says:  "The  subjective 
symptoms  so  clearly  indicated  MureXy  that  I  gave  the  sixth,  whether 
it  were  mere  coincidence  or  not  I  cannot  say." 

Burt — Physiological  Materia  Medica^  under  Apis^  states,  that 
this  drug  "has  cured  simple  ovarian  cysts  ;  but,  when  they  are  solid 
tumors,  its  usefulness  probably  ceases.  The  specific  action  of  Apis 
upon  the  ovaries  is  most  marked  and  wonderful."  Under  his  Com- 
pendium of  Diseases^  dropsy  of  the  ovaries  come  under  the  action  of 
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Pilocarpine  Ars.,  Su/p/i.,  Iodine ^  Calc.  carb.^  Coloc,  Lyc.y  Canth., 
China,  Pod.,  Lil.  tig.,  Apocyn,  can.,  Plumbum,  Sir  am.,  Kali  ^om., 
and  for  "  adjuvants,''  he  shows  his  lack  of  confidence  in  medical 
measures  by  stating  that  "in  this  formidable  disease  the  best  selected 
remedies  do  but  little  good.  Electrolysis  has  cured  few  cases. 
Tapping  and  introduction  of  drainage  tube  so  as  to  withdraw  the 
fluid  as  it  is  secreted.     The  only  true  remedy  is  Ovariotomy.'* 

Eaton  states  "remedies  have  generally  been  considered  about 
useless,  although  my  own  experience  has  shown  that  enlargements  of 
the  ovary  do  diminish  and  sometimes  disappear  from  the  use  of  re- 
medies. It  has  been  held,  also,  that  ovariotomy  was  the  only  relief, 
and  this  idea  is  entertained  by  many  prominent  members  of  the  pro- 
fession to-day.  Ovariotomy,  'tis  true,  has  been  very  successful  in 
skillful  hands,  but  it  is  a  serious  operation  at  best,  and  we  are  glad 
to  be  able  to  show  that  in  very  many  cases  it  is  not  needed,  and  that 
Iodine  injections  have  cured  ninety-three  per  cent,  of  well  selected  cases, 
and  about  sixty-three  pey  cent,  of  cases  taken  at  random,  polycysts 
i7icluded.  Harm  seems  to  have  resulted  in  but  six  instances,  though 
I  have  collected  three  hundred  and  eleven  cases  operateH  on  by 
different  gynaecologists  in  this  country,  Germany,  France  and 
England.  M.  Boinet  has  done  more  than  any  other  man  to  demon- 
strate the  great  advantage  of  this  treatment.  Out  of  these  three  hun- 
dred and  eleven  cases  collected,  I  find  cures  reported  in  one  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  cases,  or  about  sixty-three  per  cent.,  including  favor- 
able and  unfavorable  cases." 

"It  strikes  me  this  is  good  enough  to  justify  a  strong  sentiment  in 
favor  of  this  method  of  treatment  of  ovarian  cystoma  ;  besides,  it  is 
showti  from  the  reports  of  these  cases  that  if  this  treatment  is  unsuc- 
cessful, the  patient  is  in  nearly  as  good  condition  for  ovariotomy 
as  without  it.  Peaslee  asserts  they  are  in  as  good  condition.  I  can 
not  say  as  much.  1  will  say,  however,  that  I  think  that  the  injury 
produced  by  tapping  and  injecting  Iodine  is  not  so  great  as  to  deter 
us  from  attempting  a  cure  in  this  way  in  all  cases  which  are  clearly 
monocystic.  The  puncture  or  punctures  made  in  tapping  may,  and 
often  do,  cause  adhesions  at  these  points  between  the  peritoneuip 
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and  sac  (not  always,  however)  ;  and,  in  so  much  as  they  do  produce 
adhesions,  they  in  so  far  complicate  ovariotomy,  in  case  of  the  failure 
of  the  injection  to  cure,  and  ovariotomy  becoming  necessary." 

"  We  should  also  bear  in  mind  that  the  operation  of  tapping  and 
injecting  the  sac  is  not  free  from  danger,  although  Boinet  had  no 
unpleasant  result  in  a  single  instance,  out  of  ninety-one  selected 
cases  producing  sixty-one  cures ;  and  I  am  sure  I  have  had  no  un- 
pleasant results  following  tapping  and  injection  with  Iodine  in  a  sin- 
gle instance,  although  I  have  treated  but  seventeen  cases  in  this  way, 
with  recoveries  in  twelve  out  of  the  seventeen.  Two  died  without 
ovariotomy,  one  with  it  performed ;  two  recovered  after  ovariotomy. 
Of  the  twelve  casfes  recovered,  three  were  diagnosed  polycystic  by 
myself  and  others  ;  the  other  nine  were  either  monocystic  or  cyst  of 
the  broad  ligament.  (I  do  not  claim  it  is  always  that  we  can  posi- 
tively diagnose  the  difference.  The  weight  of  evidence  was,  however, 
that  they  were  ovarian.)  The  polycysts  required  from  seven  to 
fifteen  injections  each,  while  the  others  required  only  one  injection 
in  four  cases,  and  from  three  to  five  in  others.  On  the  other  hand 
some  physicians  have  had  a  sad  experience  in  tapping  ovarian  cysts." 

Dr.  Eaton  seems  to  regard  injections  of  Iodine  as  administering 
remedies  internally^  for  the  cure  of  ovarian  cysts.  I  shall  leave  this 
part  of  our  subject  with  this  remark,  that  every  case  I  have  operated 
upon,  has  first  been  carefully  treated  for  months  and  even  years  with 
what  was  considered  the  properly  indicated  remedy^  in  all  potencies^  with 
no  results^  In  several  instances,  where  there  was  effusion  in  the 
abdominal  cavity,  and  I  was  in  doubt  as  to  the  exact  nature  of  the 
tumor,  the  remedy  did  remove  this  ascitic  fluid.  This  I  have  demon- 
strated several  times,  but  no  effect  was  produced  on  the  tumor  itself. 
These  growths  differ  from'  a  fibroid  tumor  in  this  respect. 

Before  passing  on  to  the  consideration  of  the  treatment  of  ovarian 
cysts  by  electrolysis,  I  wish  to  add,  that  an  early  diagnosis  of  an 
ovarian  tumor  will  enable  the  physician  to  do  much  more,  from  a 
therapeutic  stand-point,  than  if  delayed  until  the  tumor  is  larger. 
The  conditions  liable  to  produce  an  ovarian  cyst,  aside  from  what 
has  been  referred  to,  is  a  retroversion  or  a  retroflexion  of  the  uterug 
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in  the  earlier  months  of  pregnanqy,  or  extra  uterine  gestation  or  peri- 
uterine cellulitis. 

The  treatment  of  ovarian  cysts  by  electrolysis  was  first  bought  into 
prominent  notice  by  Dr.  Emil  Flies,  of  Vienna,  who  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  profession  to  the  subject  in  a  paper  read  before  the 
Berlin  Medical  Association  in  1879.  The  effect  aimed  at  is,  not  the 
creating  of  an  abscess,  but  to  destroy  the  secreting  power  of  the  sac 
and  produce  absorption  of  its  contents. 

Although  this  mode  of  treatment  is  still  but  little  in  vogue,  it 
promises,  especially  in  certain  cases,  to  achieve  good  results.  In  the 
hands  of  those  skilled  in  electro-therapeutics  there  is  but  slight  risk  ; 
the  openings  made  b/  the  needles  being  smaller  than  those  made  by 
the  trochar.  The  danger  to  the  peritoneum  is  avoided  by  the  use  of 
a  protective  hard  rubber  coating,  which  serves  the  purpose  of  in- 
sulation. 

The  operation  is  attended  with  but  very  little  pain  when  due  care 

and  skill  are  used,  and  no  disastrous  consequences  follow  if  only  mild 

currents  are  used.     Those  cases  repQrted  as  being  followed  by  death 

are  abundantly  proven  by  the  reports  to  have  been  performed  by 

those  ignorant  of  the  proper  use  of  electricity.     In  one  case  reported 

in  a  leading  journal  as,  "  Electrolysis  of  an  ovarian  tumor,  followed 

by  death,"  the  autopsy,  conducted  by  Dr.  Butler,  of  New  York,  showed 

that  the  needles  were  not  insulated,  and,  what  is  worse,  the  operator 

had  actually  missed  his  mark,  and  instead  of  perforating  the  tumor, 

one  of  the  needles  had  punctured  outside  of  it,  and  the  surgeon  had 
been  acting  with  the  galvanic  current  upon  the  peritoneum. 

Turning  from  this  side  of  the  question  to  the  study  of  the  operation 
as  properly  performed,  we  find  Dr.  Von  Ehrenstein,  of  Vienna,  Dr. 
Murphy,  of  New  Orleans,  Dr.  Hesse,  of  Brooklyn,  Dr.  Hayes,  of 
Chicago,  and  a  number  of  other  surgeons,  testifying  in  behalf  of  its 
success.  At  a  later  date,  we  find  that  out  of  twenty  cases  reported  by 
Dr.  Semeleder,  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  a  few  cases  seem  to  have  been 
cured,  while  in  most  cases  the  tumor  decreased  in  size  very  much, 
many  however,  having  relinquished  treatment  without  being  cured. 

Dr.  Butler  claims  "  the  most  satisfactory  mode  of  operating  seems 
to  be  the  introduction  of  needles  from  both  poles  of  the  battery,  and 
the  use  of  the  mild  currents  frequently  repeated.** 

(concluded  in  next  number.) 


J 


1884] 


AMERICAN    OBSERVER. 


sot 


^ai4ivla^ioi4d^. 


PROF.  S.  LILIENTHAL,  M.  D.,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  EDITOR. 

A  HEREDITARY  FORM  OF  DIABETES  INSIPIDUS 

BY  PROF.  WEIL,  HEIDELBERG. 


Heredity  is  already  mentioned  as  a  cause  of  Diabetes  insipidus  by 
several  authors.  Thus  :  Lacombe  (Journal  de  Medicine  et  de  Chir- 
urgie,  1844)  relates  of  a  man  of  59  years,  Who  from  his  earliest  re- 
collection, suffered  from  polydipsy  and  polyuria ;  two  brothers  and 
one  sister,  his  mother,  his  uncle,  and  of  the  latter's  children,  a  boy 
and  a  girl,  these  eight  persons  in  two  generations  were  thus  affected. 
Gabriel  Pain  (These  de  Paris,  427,  1880)  reports  that  in  one  family 
the  mother,  three  sons  and  three  grandchildren  (5  males,  2  females) 
suffered  from  chronic  polyuria.  F.  Orsi  (Gaz.  Med.  Ital.,  ^6^  1881) 
reports  of  six  persons  (5  males,  i  female)  in  a  family  of  nine,  suffer- 
ing  from  hydruria,  only  the  father  and  two  daughters  are  free.  S. 
Gee  (St.  Barthom.  Hosp.  Reports,  1876)  saw  in  that  year  two  boys 
of  eight  and  nine  years  belonging  to  a  family  diabetic  for  four  gen- 
erations. 

Prof.  Weil  followed  up  the  life  of  a  family  of  90  persons  ;  who  for 
four  generations  showed  this  polyuria,  and  of  whom  70  were  still 
living,  when  his  researches  were  made.  According  to  three  aged 
.daughters  the  disease  began  with  father  John,  born  1772,  and  dying 
1855,  at  the  age  of  83  years  ;  he  left  behind  him  five  children,  29 
grandchildren,  and  56  great-grand  children,  and  23  of  these  had  the 
hydruria,  namely,  the  old  man,  three  children,  seven  grandchildren, 
and  12  great-grand  children,  all  the  other  members  remained  free 
from  it.     We  see  therefore  that  this  heirloom  is  a  direct  one,  obliga- 
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tory  we  might  say,  inasmuch  as  every  member,  suffering  from  diabe- 
tes, gives  it  to  part  of  his  descendents,  and  it  Seems  that  with  every 
generation  it  increases  in  intensity,  thus  Weil  counted  12  in  the 
fourth  generation.  Sex  makes  very  little  difference,  nor  age.  The 
constitution  of  this  family  is  a  remarkably  good  one.  The  pater 
familias  died  at  83,  of  his  five  children  one  died  at  74,  and  three  are 
still  alive  at  the  ages  of  81,  76,  and  67. 

The  symptoms  of  this  diabetes  are  the  usual  ones  :  great  thirst 
and  increased  secretion  of  urine.  The  thirst  is  tormenting,  and  the 
family  are  known  as  great  water-drinkers.  Some  tried  to  reduce  the 
quantity  of  water,  but  they  complained  then  of  great  debility.  All, 
without  exception,  awake  several  times  at  night  with  dry  tongue  and 
throat,  the  children  four  or  five  times,  the  old  ladies  two  or  three,  to 
[juench  their  thirst  and  they  always  take  large  quantities,  and  if  ac- 
cidentally prevented,  they  take  then  at  once  such  an  enormous  quan- 
tity that  vomiting  sets  in.  Children  usually  take  six  to  seven  litres 
(quarts)  a  day,  men  13  to  14,  old  ladies  four  to  five  litres. 

Urinary  excretion  corresponded  to  it,  and  when  micturition  was 
stopped  for  an  hour  or  more,  the  bladder  could  be  felt  distended 
above  the  umbilicus.  The  urine  was  in  all  cases  perfectly  pale, 
without  color  or  smell,  slightly  acid,  often  neutral  ;  sp.  gr.  100 1-3  ; 
sugar  and  albumen  not  a  trace.  Appetite  good,  but  not  abnormally 
increased,  bowels  regular,  skin  not  abnormally  dry,  some  even  sweat- 
ing sometimes  ;  no  nervous  disturbances  ;  sexual  functions  normal, 
and  in  women  menstruation,  pregnancies,  labors,  etc.,  natural.  The 
disease,  if  it  may  be  so  called,  is  congenital,  and  lasts  through  life. 
It  had  been  observed  in  babes  of  a  few  months,  and  with  increasing 
years  the  symptoms  increased,  reaching  their  acme  at  adolescence, 
and  showing  some  decrease  only  after  sixty  and  increasing  again  a 
few  days  before  death.  A  transitory  oscillation  in  the  intensity  was 
observed  during  intermittent  febrile  attacks,  but  pregnancy  usually 
increased  thirst  and  urination.  Prognosis  quoad  vitam  is  therefore 
absolutely  favorable,  and  from  the  great  age,  free  from  all  other  ail- 
ments which  humanity  is  so  often  afflicted  with,  which  most  of  these 
polyurists   reach,  it  may  be  questioned  whether  it  can  be  named  a 
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pathological  state,  at  any  rate  it  seems  to  be  a  very  healthy  disease^ 
proving  the  truth  of  the  ancient  proverb  :  Ariston  men  hydor. — 
Allg.  M.  C.  Z,  16-J7,  1884. 


TREATMENT  of  HEMORRHAGE  in  ULCUS  VENTRICULI 

ROTUNDUM. 

According  to  Prof.  Ziemssen,  the  first  and  most  important  indica- 
tion is  to  aid  nature  which  tries  to  produce  a  thrombus  in  the  bursted 
blood  vessel.  For  this  purpose  absolute  physical  and  psychical  rest 
is  necessary,  especially  as  high-graded  anaemic  persons  are  very  exci- 
table. All  emotional  irritations  cause  bodily  restlessness  (speaking, 
throwing  themselves  around  in  the  bed,  etc.).  and  vaso-motory  distur- 
bances. Only  where  absolute  rest  cannot  be  got,  we  must  force  the 
patient  into  it  by  hypodermic  injections  of  narcotica.  To  keej)  the 
stomach  perfectly  ([uiet,  all  solid  or  fluid  food  must  be  abstained 
from  for  the  first  few  days  and  he  receives  only  small  pieces  of  ice, 
sometimes  ice-clysmata  and  an  ice-bladder  on  the  gastric  region.  On 
the  second  or  third  day  some  milk  cooled  in  ice.  All  drugs  are 
useless,  astringents  fail  to  reach  the  bleeding  point  and  may  cause 
vomitings  After  three  or  four  days  more,  if  no  relapse  takes  place,  we 
may  give  tepid  bouillon  in  small  quantities,  and  iti  teaspoonful  doses, 
some  Champagne  or  other  stronjg  wine.  Clysmata,  where  necessary, 
for  the  constipation,  but  no  purgantia  whatever. 


TREATMENT  OF  PERITONITIS  DIFFUSA. 

Prof.  Ziemssen  orders  perfect  horizontal  position.  At  first  the 
patient  does  it  voluntarily  as  every  motion  is  painful.  To  keep 
the  bowels  quiet,  perfect  abstinence  from  all  food  is  necessary.  The 
.  large  doses  of  Opium,  which  were  formerly  prescribed,  are  abomin- 
able, and  five  drops  tinctura  Thebaica  every  one  or  two  hours  are 
entirely  sufficient.  We  thus  quiet  peristalsis,  without  paralyzing  for 
some  time  the  muscles  of  the  intestines,  whereas  large  doses  paralyze 
jtnd  thus  cause  ineteorism  and  constipation.     During  vomiting  the 
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Opium  may  be  given  per  anum.  Our  next  consideration  is  the  severe 
pains.  To  mitigate  them,  one  or  two  ice  bladders  as  a  rule  suspended 
from  a  hoop — are  laid  on  the  abdomen,  having  more  its  anaesthetic, 
than  antiphlogistic  action  in  view.  If  the  internal  use  of  Opium  does 
not  suffice  for  the  mitigation  of  the  pains,  hypodermic  injections  of 
morphine  may  become  necessary.  Where  the  ice  is  not  well  borne 
or  where  it  ceases  to  act,  hot  moist  poultices  must  be  applied  and 
sometimes  a  few  leeches  may  relieve,  not  more  than  four  to  eight,  and 
where  they  act  well,  leeching  may  be  even  repeated.  We  rely  in  this 
affection  mostly  on  external  applications,  and  even  try  one  after 
another,  for  they  act,  directly  or  by  reflex,  on  intestinal  peristalsis  by 
mitigating  pain,  they  must  take  the  place  of  the  constant  narcosis,  to 
which  patients  were  formerly  subjected  and  which  often  was  the 
cause  of  lasting  paralysis  of  the  intestines. 

In   relation  to  the  obstinate  constipation  opinions  differ.     Some 
rely  entirely  on  large  doses  of  Opium  in  order  to  keep  the  peristalsis 
down,  as  long  as  there  is  the  least  trace  of  inflammatory  iwitation, 
and  though  it  is  an  acknowledged  mistake  to  give  purgatives  in  peri- 
tonitis, still  we  may  witness  good  effect   by   unloading   the   bowels 
mechanically,  but  it  must  be  done  cautiously,  and  without  causing 
peristalsis.       We  rely  after  the  second  or  third  day  oa  lukewarm 
enemata  of  a  litre"  water,  to  which  are  added  15  to  20  drops  tincture 
thebaica.     The  patient  must  be  kept  at  the  same  time  in  his  hori- 
zontal position  and  every  active  motion  is  prohibited.     Such  an  in- 
jection loosens  the  fixed  matter  in  the  lowest  intestinal  portion  to  the 
great  relief.     Such  injections  may  be  repeated  daily  or  every  other 
day  and  gradually  remove  the  constipation.     As  soon  as  fever  and 
pain  are  removed,  we  change  to  01.  Ricini  20 — 30  grams  ,  which  now 
takes  the  place   of   the   opium,  till   a   natural   evacuation   follows. 
In  relation  to  diet  only  fluid  nourishment  can  be  allowed  and  from  the 
very  beginning  we  stimulate  our  patients  with  alcoholica,  tea  and 
other  excitantia.     To  quench  the  thirst  we  allow  our  patients  ice-pills 
or  water-ice  during  collapse.  Champagne  on  ice  and  clysmata  with 
Camphor.     We  insist  on  strict  individualization  of  every  case  and  the 
treatment  varies  accordingly.  Allg.  Med^  Cent,  Zeit  3^  '84. 
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BUSHROD  W.  JAMES,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  PHILADELPHIA,  EDITOR. 


SANITARY  NOTES  BY  THE   EDITOR. 


The  New  York  City  Board  of  Health  has  adopted  an  ordinance 
forbidding  the  use  of  any  tap,  faucet,  tank,  fountain,  or  vessel,  or  any 
pipe  or  conduit  in  connection  therewith,  for  storing  beverages  for 
drinking  which  shall  be  composed  of  or  made  with  brass,  lead, 
copper,,  or  other  metallic  substance  that  is  or  will  be  affected  by 
liquids,  so  that  dangerous,  unwholesome,  or  deleterious  compounds 
are  formed  therein  or  thereby,  or  such  that  beer,  soda-wjater,  syrups, 
or  other  liquids,  or  any  other  beverage,  drink,  or  flavoring  material 
drawn  therefrom  shall  be  unwholesome,  dangerous,  or  detrimental 
to  health. 

Ventilate  all  your  Traps. 

See  t  hat  the  Sun  does  not  affect  the  soil  pipe,  and  the  cold 
weather,  the  waste  pipes. 

Disconnect  your  drains  from  the  sewer.  Let  them  have  both 
inlets  and  outlets  for  air.     Let  them  be  flushed  systematically. 

It  is  well  to  have  joints  of  drains  leaded. 

The  motto  for  the  properly  arranged  house: — "Dryness  without 
closeness." 

The  Collection  of  Refuse — In  Vienna,  refuse  is  put  into  barrels 
provided  with  tightly  fitting  heads.  Each  householder  has  his 
barrel.  The  refuse  is  disinfected  when  dumped.  An  excellent  sys- 
tem, reducing  the  possibility  of  infection  from  refuse  to  a  minimum. 

The  London  Health  Exhibition  is  to  be  succeeded  by  an  Inter- 
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national  display  of  Inventions,  in  which  Sanitary  Science  will  have 
a  part. 

The  day  of  unskilful  midwives  is  past,  we  are  accordingly  sur- 
prised to  hear,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  sacrifice  of  infants,  due  to 
the  retention  of  these  women  in  some  primitive  families. 

Dynamite  as  a  Sanitary  Agent. — It  is  well  kwown  that  the 
health  of  miners  has  improved  noticeably  since  the  substitution  of 
dynamite  for  gunpowder.  The  disease  known  as  the  "miner's  de- 
cline" was  caused  and  fostered  by  the  fumes  of  gunpowder.  Noth- 
ing of  the  sort  is  experienced  with  properly  exploded  dynamite. 

[Oatmeal  and  Scotch  Children. — A  correspondent  of  the 
Glasgow  Herald  thinks  that  the  Scotch  children  sustain  the  pressure 
of  the  schools  better  than  others  on  account  of  the  oatmeal  on 
which  they  are  fed  from  infancy.  There  is  certainly  no  child  like 
the  Scotch  for  power  of  endurance  ;  and  no  food  like  oatmeal 
for  brain  and  muscle.  So,  putting  this  and  that  together,  perhaps 
the  correspondent  is  right. 

The  United  Operative  Plumber's  Association  of  England 
and  Ireland  now  numbers  2,349  members,  being  an  increase  of  229 
on  tjie  year,  and  has  81  Lodges  in  80  shire  towns,  including  9  in 
Scotland.  The  Society  comprises  the  features  of  a  Trade  Union 
with  those  of  a  sick  Benefit  and  Accident  Society,  in  which  member's 
wives  participate. — Sanitary  Record, 

The  inodorous  Sewer  Gases  are  more  harmful  than  the  mal- 
odorous. 

Restriction  of  Cholera. — One  of  the  chief  means  of  restricting 
Cholera  is  to  disinfect  immediately  and  thoroughly  all  the  discharges 
from  those  sick  with  the  disease,  or  with  the  premonitory  diarrhoea- 
and  to  disinfect  or  burn  at  once  completely  all  their  cast-off  clothing, 
bedding,  etc.  All  the  discharges  from  the  body — the  vomit,  the  dis- 
charge from  the  bowels,  etc.,  should  be  received  into  vessels  con- 
taining some  concentrated  disinfectant,  such  as  Chloride  of  Zinc, 
Copperas,  or  Sulphate  of  Zinc,  to  which  may  be  added  Sulphuric  or 
other  mineral  acid.  Clothing  soiled  by  a  cholera  patient,  if 
laid  aside  and  allowed  to   remain  moist,   soon  becomes  especially 


1884]  AMERICAN   OBSERVER.  507 

dangerous.  It  is  therefore  important  that  all  such  articles  be  imme- 
diately burned  or  placed  in  a  strong  disinfecting  solution  until  such 
time  as  they  can  be  burned,  or  boiled,  washed,  and  dried. 

Great  care  should  be  had  to  prevent  the  contamination  of  the 
watej;*  supply  by  choleraic  discharges,  as  by  drainage  into  wells,  or 
other  water  supply  from  a  privy-vault,  sewer,  drain,  or  cemetery. 
The  use  of  a  water  from  a  source  liable  to  be  infected  with  cholera 
excreta  should  be  promptly  stopped. 

Bodies  of  those  dead  from  cholera  should  be  wrapped  in  a  cloth 
wet  with  a  zinc  solution,  and  at  once  buried,  the  zinc  solution  to  be 
made  in  proportions  as  follows  :  Water,  one  gallon,  sulphate  of  zinc, 
eight  ounces,  common  salt,  four  ounces. — Drs.  Baker  &  Ranch  in 
Sanitarian, 

The  Police  are  raiding  some  of  the  New  York  dens,  whose 
extreme  filthiness  has  been  exposed  from  time  to  time  in  the  Sani- 
tary Engineer, 

The  open  fire  place,  cheerful  as  it  is,  is  altogether  in  competent 
to  heat  a  room  evenly.  It  creates  draughts,  and  chills  the  back, 
while  the  face  is  unduly  heated.  As  an  exhaust  chamber  for  impure 
air,  however,  it  is  unequalled.  A  moderate  supply  of  wood  or  coal 
in  the  open  fire  place  of  a  small  room,  is  harmless,  but  in  a  larger 
room  it  is  both  uncomfortable  and  unhealthy. 

Anti-Fat, — Persons  who  wish  to  lose  some  of  their  superfluous 
flesh  are  recommended  to  abstain  from  drinking  between  meals,  with 
not  more  than  half  a  pint  of  liquid  at  meals.  A  gradual  reduction 
in  the  amount  of  food  may  also  be  made,  although  violent  changes 
would  only  result  in  harm:  never  use  the  advertised  drugs  for  reduc- 
ing the  fat;  they  only  produce  either  an  aggravation  of  the  disease  or 
other  diseases  of  a  far  worse  nature. 

Houses  for  the  poor. — The   Artisans*   Laborers*,   and  General 
Dwelling  Company  (English)  has  met  with  amazing  results  its  prose- 
cution of  providing  healthy  homes  foK  the  poor  at  reasonable   rates. 
Since  1867,  16,000  houses  have  been  erected,  which  vary  in  number 
of  rooms  in  accordance  with  the  prices  (which  range  from  $3  to  $1.50 
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per  week).     The  capital  stock  of  this  company  now  reaches  ;;^i,2So, 
GOO,  and  shares  sell  high. 

The  distribution  of  Sanitary  Pamphlets.-^— There  was  a  de- 
crease of  nearly  33  J4  per  cent,  in  deaths  from  Diphtheria  in  Michi- 
gan, in  the  year  following  the  distribution  of  sanitary  pamphlets  in 
that  state.  Such  a  decrease  cannot  be  traced  to  any  other  cause 
than  the  enlarged  stock  of  information  published  by  the  health 
authorities. 

Christianity  and  Cremation. — Pere  Hyacinthe  has  acknow- 
ledged, after  examination,  that  his  prejudices  against  cremation  were 
not  well  founded;  and  that  the  reasons  for  cremation  are  unanswer- 
able. All  Christian  priests  and  ministers  will,  in  course  of  time, 
come  over  to  this  way  of  thinking.  Present  views  will  in  time  be 
overcome,  and  will  give  way  to  the  demands  of  health. 

A  Mistake — The  master  Plumbers  of  Cincinnati  have  endeavored 
in  vain  to  secure  a  representation  on  the  proposed  board  of  health 
of  Ohio,  (which  includes  nine  physicians,  one  sanitary  engineer,  and 
one  attorney  at  law).  This  is  a  mistake.  The  Plumbers, — the  en- 
lightened, scientific  ones,  at  all  events — know  as  a  rule,  much  more 
practically  about  certain  dangers  to  health  than  the  great  majority 
of  physicians  or  attorneys  at  law.  The  time  has  come  when  this 
class  should  be  recognized  as  it  deserves  to  be. 


SEWAGE  AND   SEWERAGE. 


BY  RICHARD  MoSHERRY,  op  Baltimoeb,  Md.* 


Among  the  interesting  and  important  papers  recently  published 
upon  the  above-named  subject  are  two  eminently  worthy  of  attention. 
The  one  is  by  B.  W.  Richardson,  of  which  an  abstract  was  repro- 
duced in  The  Sanitarian  for  July  last,  and  the  other  is  a  paper  by 
Dr.  Henry  J.  Barnes,  on  "  Sewerage  Systems  and  the  Epuration  of 
Sewerage  by  Irrigation  and. Agriculture,  '*  read  before  the  Suffolk 
District  Medical  Society.     The  readers  of  the  early  issues  of  The 

*The  Sanitarian,  Sept.,  188i. 
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Sanitarian  will  remember  that  this  same  subject  was  ably  treated  by 
S.  Leavitt,  in  Vols.  I.  and  II.,  when  it  had  not  attracted  so  much 
attention  as  in  subsequent  years. 

These  writers  agree  in  the  one  point  of  paramount  importance,  to 
wit :  that  sewage  should  be  restored  to  the  earth  from  which  it  is 
taken.  The  open  question  may  be,  What  is  the  best  method  of  the 
utilization  of  sewage  ?  but  there  can  be  no  reasonable  question  as  to 
whether  it  should  be  wasted  or  utilized.  The  sanitarian  is  particu- 
larly interested  in  such  disposition  of  it  that  public  health  shall  not 
suffer  from  its  misapplication.  The  economist,  political  or  agricul- 
tural, may  consider  and  find  the  best  means  of  making  it  reproductive 
and  profitable. 

How  is  it  used,  or  misused,  about  any  of  our  great  cities  ?  Chicago 
is  considered  to  be  a  "live"  and  progressive  city,  up  with  the  times, 
and  yet  the  residents  thereof  have  their  drinking-water  dashed  with 
sewage  which  ought  to  be  otherwise  directed.     In  an  editorial  in  the 
journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association  of  August  i6th,  on  the 
*'  Importance  of  Pure  Water,**  it  is  said  that  Lake  Michigan  supplies 
the  water,  and  **  when  unpolluted  by  sewage,  the  lake  water  is  re- 
markably pure  and  pleasant."      When  unpolluted  by  sewage  is  very 
suggestive.     The  Chicago  River  is  the  sewer,  or  a  sewer,  which  emp- 
ties into  the  lake  ;  and  "  in  the  spring,  when  the  river  is  full,  there  is 
sufficient  current  to  carry  the  sewage  far  out  into  the  lake  ;  and  when 
the  wind  blows  from  the  south,  the  current  is  blown  directly  across 
the  water  supply.'*     They  have  pumping  works,  which,  according  to 
Prof  J.  H.  Long,  who  has  been  making  analyses  of  the  water,  do  not 
conduce  to  its  purity.     "  It  is  from  this  source,**  says  the  professor, 
"  that   the  lake  receives  its  greatest  contamination,  for  the  pumps 
throw  through  the  conduit  into  the  lake  of  this  vile  stuff  sixteen  thou- 
sand cubic  feet  per  minute.     When  the  wind  is  favorable,  a  dirty 
current  can  be  seen  floating  from  the  outlet  of  the  conduit  towards 
the  crib,**  ^*from  which,"  adds  the  editor,  **  our  drinking-water  is  ob- 
tained.    That  this  contaminates  our  water  can  be  reaflily  seen  from 
the  following  figures.*' 

Figures  may  show  detail,  but  the  broad  facts  are  enough.     The 
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good  people  of  Chicago  never  take  their  drinking-water,  however 
pure  it  may  seem,  without  the  risk  of  swallowing  something  horrible, 
to  wit:  any  filth,  bacteria,  or  germs  of  disease  that  may  be  named,  or 
innominata^  then  polluting  that  water.  In  cholera  times  cholera 
germs,  at  all  times  the  productive  agencies,  call  them  what  you  will, 
of  typhoid  fever,  tape  worms  and  other  worms,  scarlet  fever,  measles, 
small-pox,  and  all  forms  of  the  so-called  zymotic  diseases.  "  When 
unpolluted  by  sewage  the  lake  water  is  remarkably  pure  and  pleasant," 
but  when  polluted^  which  it  often  is,  what  then  ? 

Now,  let  us  suppose  that  sewage  is  perfectly  worthless  at  best,  how 
could  a  question  arise  in  any  rational  mind  whether  it  should  not  be 
removed,  coute  qui  coute^  at  whatever  trouble  or  expense,  to  some  place 
of  safety,  where  at  least  it  would  not  find  its  way  into  the  stomachs, 
or  its  gases  into  the  lungs,  of  the  myriads  of  people,  clean  and  unclean, 
healthy  and  diseased,  who  gave  it  forth  as  excreta  dangerous,  if  re- 
tained, to  the  organism  in  which  it  was  produced  ?  If  nothing  else 
can  be  done  with  it,  let  every  city  have  a  Tophet,  or  valley  of  Hin- 
nom,  with  a  furnace  of  perpetual  fire,  a  Gehenna^  where  all  the  solid 
matter  shall  be  reduced  to  ashes,  and  the  gases  shall  mingle  with  the 
empyrean,  where  they  will  be  purified  ;  unless,  still  better,  you  make 
of  them  an  illuminating  gas,  as  The  Sanitarian  tells  us  is  done  in  a 
city  of  Germany. 

The  guardians  of  health  say,  Take  your  excreta  away,  and  before 
,they  rot  and  spoil  the  air  of  your  city.  It  is  not  for  them  to  say 
where  the  excreta  shall  go,  or  what  shall  be  done  with  them.  But 
they  may  be  utilized.  The  writer  may  be  pardoned  for  recurring,  as 
he  has  often  done,  to  a  matter  that  first  arrested  his  attention  when 
serving  under  General  Scott  in  Mexico.  Day  by  day  great  closed 
tanks  on  wheels  passed  through  the  principal  streets  of  the  city,  and 
servants  brought  out  from  the  houses  covered  buckets,  the  contents 
of  which  were  emptied  into  the  tanks.  There  was  nothing  offensiv 
observed  in  the  process.  The  tanl^s  were  labelled  Esencias^  which 
the  writer  supposed  to  be  facetious,  but,  in  fact,  these  essences  were 
made  to  enrich  the  floating  gardens,  as  they  were  called,  about  the 
city,  and  thus  the  fertility  of  the  gardens  was  perpetuated.    Certainly 
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this  was  making  a  better  use  of  the  essences  than  sending  them  into 
the  drinking-water.  General  Chinese  Gordon,  according  to  Mallock, 
thinks  the  devil  the  king  of  the  waters,  and  the  Chicago  people  have 
some  reason  to  agree  with  him. 

The  writer  believes,  and  always  has  maintained,  that  what  is  done 
in  Mexico  can  be  done  in  all  cities.  All  human  excreta  should  be 
deodorized  and  hauled  off,  day  by  day,  before  putrescence,  to  certain 
depots,  on  land  or  by  water, whence  they  could  be  transported  to  fac- 
tories for  utilization.  He  would  have  no  streams  polluted  with  them, 
not  even  the  sea,  and  especially  not  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  On  the 
eontrary,  he  would  have  the  worn-out  lands  along  that  bay  enriched 
by  the  bromo  guano,  or  whatever  it  may  be  called,  produced  from 
the  city  of  Baltimore. 

We  have  now  a  great  system  of  Odorless  Companies,  which  take 
the  excreta  off  without  any  offence  to  the  people,  but  they  do  their 
work  generally  after  decomposition  and  the  permeation  of  the  city  by 
foul  gases,  which  kill  the  little  children  annually  by  thousands, 
whereas  by  doubling  or  qudrupling  their  forces  thep  could  take  off 
all  human  excreta  before  such  dire  results  could  occur. 

I  was  greatly  gratified  to  find  the  views  I  have  always  advocated 
sustained  by  by  so  high  an  authority  as  Dr.  B.  W.  Richardson.  Thus 
he  says  :  **  Closed  sewage-tanks  movable  by  night  train,  closed  sew- 
age-tanks movable  by  steam-power  on  sewage  canals  and  rivers,  closed 
tanks  moved  by  steam-power  on  the  sea,  could  convey  away  all  this 
product  for  fertilization  and  deposit  it  where  it  could  administer  its 
full  benefits  to  the  earth.  Barren  portions  of  our  sea-coast  could  by 
these  modifications  of  the  separate  system  be  made  the  most  fertile 
and  beautiful  of  all  our  tracks  of  vegetation." 

Dr.  Richardson,  it  is  true,  is  arguing  for  the  separate  syst^pi,  the 
best  of  which,  I  think,  for  human  excreta,  is  on  the  wheels  of  the 
Odorless  Companies  ;  but  in  the  following  passage  he  urges  the  point 
always  maintained  by  the  writer  :  "  My  contention  is  that  the  decom- 
position from  accumulations  of  sewage,  which  gives  origin  to  the  gas- 
es that  are  let  out  by  thousands  upon  thousands  of  channels — by  tubes 
fr  om  houses,  by  i^e  soils  within  houses,  by  accidental  openings  and 
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pores  in  all  directions,  by  gullies  in  streets,  by  great  outlets  of  sew- 
age— ought  never  to  have  been  generated  at  all,  but  that  the  sewage, 
removed  clean  away,  house  by  house,  many  miles  from  the  commun- 
ity, without  having  decomposed  either  above  or  below  the  living  place, 
should  never  infect  the  place  nor  have  any  destination  except  the 
iand  which  is  calling  for  it  and  dies  if  its  demands  be  not  naturally 
supplied"  {Sanitarian^  July*  1884). 

Dr.  Barnes,  of  Boston,  makes  an  able  argument  for  the  trial  in  that 
vicinity  of  "  irrigation  and  agriculture,"  presenting  very  strong  facts 
to  sustain  his  argument.  The  following  note  which  he  offers  is  sign- 
ificent :  "  In  view  of  the  well-known  results  of  chemical  analysis  of 
sewage,  the  question  as  to  its  fertilizing  properties  seems  to  be  out  of 
place.  It  is  almost  the  only  fertilizer  the  Chinese  employ.  The  Duke 
of  Portland  used  nothing  but  sewage  on  his  farm  at  Mansfield,  and 
obtained  a  net  return  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
per  acre"  (see  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Associatiofiy  from 
August  2-23,  1884). 

With  the  writer  the  utilization  of  sewage  is  but  a  secondary  consid- 
eration ;  nevertheless  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  its  early 
removal  may  avail  at  once  in  public  sanatation  and  national  economy. 

Bai/timobb    August  80,  1884. 


ADDENDUM. 

Since  the  above  communication  was  forwarded,  Col,  Adams'  inter- 
esting paper  on  sewerage  was  published  in  The  Sanitarian  (for  Aug- 
ust), and  I  must  beg  leave  to  take  sides  against  a  portion  of  it,  and 
with  Drs.  Richardson,  Barnes,  Leavitt,  and  others. 

Col.  Adams  says  :  "  Sewage  is  neither  lost  nor  wasted  by  being  cast 
into  the  sea;  we  may  safely  count  upon  nature's  laboratory  for  making 
a  proper  use  of  it,  while  the  benefits  of  being  freed  from  further  care 
of  it  after  it  reaches  the  street  sewers  is  a  positive  good  not  to  be  ra- 
ted by  dollars." 

So  thought  and  spoke  not  Liebig.     In  an  article  of  mine  entitled 
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"The  City  needs  a  Change  of  Air,"  published  in  The  Sanitarian  of 
July,  1882,  occurs  the  following  paragraph:  "Liebig,**  says  Mayhew 
(London  Labor  and  London  Poor)^  "  contends  that  many  an  arid  and 
desolate  region  in  the  East  has  been  made  desolate  because  men  un- 
derstood not  the  restoration  which  all  nature  demands  for  the  land. 
He  declares  that  those  regions  are  now  desolate  because  *  the  inhab- 
itants did  not  understand  the  art  of  restoring  exhausted  soil.'  It 
would  be  hopeless  now  to  form,  or  attempt  to  form,  the  *  hanging 
gardens,  or  to  display  the  rich  florescence  'round  about  Babylon,'  to 
be  seen  when  Alexander  the  Great  died  in  that  city.  The  Tigris  and 
Euphrates,  before  and  after  their  junction,  Liebig  maintains,  have 
carried,  and  to  a  circumscribed  degree  still  carry,  into  the  sea,  *a  suf- 
ficient amount  of  manure  for  the  reproduction  of  food  for  millions  of 
human  beings.*  It  is  said  that  *  could  that  matter  only  be  arrested 
in  its  progress,  and  converted  into  bread  and  wine,  fruit  and  beef, 
mutton  and  wool,  then  cities  might  flourish  once  more  in  the  desert, 
where  men  are  now  digging  for  the  relics  of  primitive  civilization  and 
discovering  the  symbols  of  luxury  and  ease  beneath  the  barren  sand 
and  sunburnt  clay.*  " 

This,  it  is  true,  is  rather  an  economic  than  a  sanitary  matter,  but 
when  nature's  laboratory  in  some  thousands  of  years  does  not  return 
to  the  earth  what  has  been  thrown  into  the  sea,  it  seems  better  to 
forestall  work  so  slow  and  uncertain  by  the  prompter  process  of  con- 
verting sewage  into  a  form  of  manure  which  will  give  a  more  ready 
return. 


Disinfect. — Dr.  Wight,  Health  officer  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  says 
that  after  the  recent  disinfection,  owing  to  the  cholera  scare,  scarlet 
fever  dropped  off  and  has  since  been  checked  until  it  has  finally  dis- 
appeared in  the  city.  He  thinks  if  people  would  get  copperas  as 
they  do  flour,  a  barrel  at  a  time,  and  use  it  freely,  it  would  lessen 
the  death  rate  and  perhaps  entirely  eradicate  diphtheria. 


38 
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L.  G.  VAN  SCOYOC,  M.  D.,  OSBORNE  CITY,  KANSAS,  EDITOR. 


PREVENTIVE  TREATMENT  OF  DYSTOCIA. 


This  is  a  subject  that  had  not  received  much  attention  from  the 
medical  profession  until  within  a  comparatively  few  years ;  and 
much  scepticism  still  exists  on  the  subject.  Of  course  it  would  re- 
quire time  to  decide  its  merits  and  demerits.  It  must  require  a 
large  number  of  cases,  and  under  various  circumstances,  to  decide 
the  real  effects  of  this  treatment.  While  one  may  think  he  has 
found  benefit,  another  may  attribute  it  to  some  other  cause.  I 
think,  however,  that  it  is  pretty  generally  acknowledged  by  homoeo- ' 
pathic  physicians  as,  at  least,  being  possible  to  do  good  by  this 
mode  of  treatment. 

One  of  the  most  convincing  reasons  for  accepting  its  utility  is  the 
faith  and  confidence  that  the  patient  herself  has  in  it  after  once  tak- 
ing it.  One  of  my  patients  told  me  recently  that  her  suffering*  was 
not  "one-five-hundredth  part  as  severe  as  in  all  her  others" — this 
was  the  fifth,  and  a  good -sized  baby  too, — and  she  continued  by  say- 
ing, "  and  what  else  could  it  be  but  that  preparatory  treatment  you 
gave  me  ?"  It  is  true  one  such  case  would  be  no  argument  to  con- 
vince any  one  of  its  efficacy,  but  when  it  is  the  exception  to  hear  a 
contrary  report,  how  is  the  evidence  ?  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  such  treatment  would  benefit  if  properly  conducted. 

A  strange  and  somewhat  suggestive  fact  is  that  nearly  all  barbar- 
ous and  semi-civilized  tribes  or  nations  do  adopt  some  treatment,  to 
which  pregnant  women  are  subjected,  that  is  supposed  to  have  a 
modifying  influence  upon  their  confinement. 
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The  mode  of  applying  therapeutics  to  these  cases,  except  on  an 
empirical  plan,  requires  a  study  of  the  general  health,  the  condition 
of  the  menstrual  function,  the  amount  of  suifering  and  the  peculirai- 
ties  incident  to  that  period,  the  circumstances  which  surround  the 
patient  which  may  have  bearing  on  the  case,  etc.  These  will  doubt- 
less afford  the  necessary  information  in  cases  of  primipara.  In  cases 
of  multipara  the  condition  which  prevailed  at  the  previous  confine- 
ments will  afford  additional  information  of  value  in  making  up  the 
prescription. 

But  the  mode  of  treatment  referred  to  is  variously  conducted  by 
different  practitioners,  and  various  plans  recommended  by  different 
authors. 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  some  eminent  practitioners  of  our  school, 
to  give  Cimicifuga  without  making  any  special  investigation  as  to 
the  need  or  necessity  for  it.  And  we  are  bold  to  assert  that  such 
treatment  has  been  attended  with  marked  and  good  results,  such  as 
cannot  be  questioned.  We  believe  that  this  remedy  is  applicable  to 
a  large  number  of  these  cases.  But  we  wish  to  encourage  the  more 
careful  study  of  the  symptomatology  of  the  suffering,  and  of  the  reme- 
dies and  their  application  according  to  the  homoeopathic  law  of  cure. 
And  it  will  thus  be  found  that  almost  any  remedy  in  the  Materia 
Medica  may  in  some  case  be  called  for  at  some  time.  The  more 
prominent  and  most  frequently  indicated  are  the  following :  The 
Bromides,  Caulophyllum,  Cimicifuga,  Collinsonia,  Digitalis,  Heloni- 
as,  Ignatia,  Nux  vomica,  Pulsatilla,  Secale. 

The  indications  for  these  remedies  can  best  be  learned  from  the 
Materia  Medica,  but  we  will  append  some  of  the  key-notes,  and 
allude  to  the  more  successful  dose. 

The  Bromides  are  best  adapted  to  plethoric  patients  who  are 
troubled  with  wakefulness,  nervous  erethism,  morbid  impulses,  hor- 
rible dreams,  and  even  sexual  appetite  in  excess.  The  ordinary 
household  cares  worry  them.  They  have  rush  of  blood  to  the  head, 
vertigo,  and  fainting.  In  such  the  Bromides  will  materially  relieve  in 
both  body  and  mind.  The  Bromide  of  Soda  is  considered  prefera- 
ble for  general  use.     Bromide  of  Camphor  is  best  where  there  is  a 


5l6  AMERICAN   OBSERVER.  [Oct 

tendency  to  spareness:     One  to  ten  grains  of  the  salt  at  a  dose,  and 
repeated  from  one  to  six  hours  is  most  successful. 

Caulophyllum. — This  is  one  of  the  remedies  used  by  the  aborigi- 
nes, in  the  form  of  a  weak  decoction,  and  drank  by  them  for  a 
month  or  two  before  confinement.  It  is  supposed  to  be  best  adapt- 
ed to  primipara,  and  when  the  menstrual  periods  have  been  painful. 
It  is  very  beneficial  in  the  false  pains  preceding  parturition.  The 
low  attenuations  are  necessary  to  get  the  best  results. 

Cimicifuga. — This  is  the  remedy  that  we  think  holds  the  palm'  in 
this  treatment.  It  is  probably  most  frequently  indicated.  Where 
there  is  uterine  rheumatism,  neuralgia,  backache,  sinking  at  the 
stomach,  tendency  to  chorea,  melancholy  or  mania,  it  is  best  adapted. 
Also  for  the  pain  in  the  left  side,  so  often  complained  of  by  these  pa- 
tients. It  seems  to  give  tone  to  the  muscles  of  expulsion,  and  to  relax 
the  parts  that  would  give  resistance  to  the  progress  of  labor.  This 
remedy  should  also  be  given  in  the  lower  dilutions,  from  two  weeks 
to  a  month  before  labor. 

Collinsonia  is  best  suited  when  there  is  obstinate  constipation  with 
haemorrhoids.     Lower  dilutions  preferable. 

Digitalis  is  an  indispensable  remedy  in  many  cases  of  pregnancy. 
The  heart  is  sympathetically  influenced,  and  sometimes  seriously  so 
too,  and  without  the  relief  given  by  Digitalis  they  would  probably 
prove  fatal.  The  tumultuous  action  of  the  heart,  the  aches  and 
pains  in  this  organ,  the  dyspnoea  and  faintness  and  so  on,  call  loud- 
ly  for  this  remedy.  The  higher  potencies  are  useless  here,  it.  must 
be  used  low. 

•  Helcffdas, — This  remedy  has  long  since  enjoyed  the  name  of  uter- 
ine tonic,  and  experience  seems  to  prove  it  such.  If  a  patient  in  the 
last  months  of  gestation  becomes  enfeebled,  pale,  anaemic,  dyspeptic, 
with  albuminous  urine,  is  low  spirited,  and  has  been  previously 
troubled  with  urine  atony,  give  her  Helonias  in  the  low  dilutions. 

Ignatia  is  useful  in  very  nervous,  hysterical,  excitable  women  who 
startle  easily  and  are  very  apprehensive. 

Nux  vemica  is  frequently  needed  in  the  latter  months  of  pregnan- 
cy to  regulate  the  ^bowels.     It  is   indicated  by  frequent   desire  to 
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evacuate  the  bowels  and  bladder,  by  dizziness,  nausea,  headache, 
with  pain  in  the  occiput.  By  correcting  these  troubles  you  may 
ward  off  the  dystocia. 

Secede, — This  remedy  we  have  always  taken  the  precaution  to  ad- 
minister previous  to  confinement  where  the  previous  history  showed 
a  tendency  to  excessive  haemorrhage.  If  the  woman  is  weak,  feeble 
and  troubled  with  false  pains  coming  on  at  regular  intervals,  then 
give  Ergot 

The  subject  before  us  is  one  that  we  feel  called  upon  to  write 
about  because  of  the  very  prevalent  idea  among  lay  people,  and  in- 
deed among  a  very  large  class  of  practitioners,  that  these  sufferings 
must  needs  be,  and  what  "cannot  be  cured  must  be  endured." 
While  as  a  rule  such  is  not  the  case.  Much  present  suffering  may 
be  relieved,  and  many  brought  to  a  rapid  recovery  who  would,  possi- 
bly, lose  their  lives,  or  be  miserable  invalids  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  Editor. 


Labor  at  the  end  of  the  Seventh  Month  without  Rupture 
OF  THE  FcetalSac. — ( Medical  Record. ) — Dr.  E.  F.  Cowger,  of  Riv- 
erton,  la.,  sends  us  the  report  of  a  case  as  follows  :  "  I  was  called 
September  8,  1876,  to  attend  a  healthy  young  woman  in  her  second 
confinement.  She,  the  day  previous,  while  stepping  out  of  a  door 
slipped  and  fell  quite  a  distance,  and  in  a  few  minutes  after  her  fall 
she  noticed  a  flow  of  blood  from  the  vagina.  During  the  following 
night  labor  pains  set  in  and  I  saw  her  about  noon  the  next  day.  She 
claimed  that  she  was  only  at  the  end  of  the  seventh  month,  and,  from 
circumstances  not  neccessary  here  to  relate,  and  from  the  develop- 
ment of  the  child,  I  believe  her  statements  were  true.  Having  quite 
a^vdistance  to  go  I  only  got  into  the  room  when  the  child  was  born, 
with  placenta  and  with  the  membranes  intact.  Thinking  the  child 
dead,  and  judging  from  the  appearance  of  the  mother  that  she  need- 
ed my  immediate- attention,  I  first  examined  into  her  condition,  and 
while  making  this  examination  I  noticed  that  the  sac  moved.     I  at 
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once  ruptured  the  membranes,  cut  the  cord,  but  did  not  then  tie  it, 
and  removed  the  child,  which  I  noticed  was  making  some  effort  to 
breathe,  wrapped  it  up  warm,  and  laid  it  out  of  the  way,  and  then 
attended  to  the  mother  who  was  flooding  quite  freely.  After  mak- 
ing her  as  comfortable  as  possible,  I  went  to  the  child  and  to  my  sur- 
prise found  it  breathing,  though  very  feeble.  I  left  instructions  with 
the  nurse  not  to  disturb  it  until  I  again  saw  it,  and  to  keep  it  warm, 
I  called  the  next  day,  when  we  washed  and  dressed  the  babe,  and  to- 
day he  is  a  fine  large  healthy  boy.  The  mother  made  a  good  recov- 
ery." 

The  Treatment  of  the  Placenta  after  Delivery. — {Medi- 
cal Becord.) — Dr.  W.  P.  Giddings,  of  Gardiner,  Me.,  writes  :  "Notic- 
ing in  your  valuable  journal  of  December  29th  an  article  from  the 
Deutsche  Med.  Wochenschrift^  by  Dr.Dohrn,  on  leaving  the  placenta 
for  nature  to  remove,  I  am  induced  by  it  to  add  my  strong  endorse- 
ment of  this  method.  In  quite  an  extensive  obstetric  experience,  I 
have  adopted  three  several  methods  for  the  delivery  of  the  placenta, 
viz. :  following  for  the  two  first  years  of  my  professional  life  the  one 
taught  me  by  the  late  Prof  Buckingham,  of  Harvard,  instruction  to 
deliver  at  once^  by  compression  and  gentle  traction  upon  the  cord ; 
second,  Crede's ;  and  last — and  to  mind  the  best — leaving  it  to  the 
natural  efforts  of  the  uterus.  I  always  follow  with  my  left  hand  the 
contracting  womb  as  the  child  is  expelled,  to  insure  the  safe  contrac- 
tion, then  entrust  it  to  the  nurse  or  some  competent  person  while  I 
tie  and  separate  the  cord.  Having  disposed  of  ihe  child,  I  again 
place  my  hand  on  the  uterus,  to  make  sure  it  does  not  unduly  relax, 
and  await  its  efforts  after  a  natural  period  of  rest.  Dunng  six  years 
I  have  followed  this  plan  with  not  a  single  accident,  or  a  delay  of 
more  than  twenty  minutes,  with  a  single  exception,  and  that  was 
thrown  off  at  the  expiration  of  fifty  minutes  with  no  other  inconveni- 
ence than  weary  waiting.  Contrary,  however,  to  Dr.  Dohm's  expe- 
rience, I  think  a  little  more  blood  is  lost  than  when  Crede's  method 
is  adopted,  but  I  have  come  to  look  upon  that  as  a  more  natural  and 


1SS4]  ABiERICAN   OBSERVER.  519 

^conservative    principle,  inasmuch  as  my  patients  have  made  more 
^^'  rapid  recoveries  than  when  the  case  was  hurried.     I  will  add  that 
after  delivery  of  the  placenta,  I  always  hold  the  uterus  down  until 
permanent  contraction  is  secured." 

When  not  to  give  Chloroform  in  Parturition  — (Obstetric 
Gazette) — In  a  paper  read  by  Dr.  Savill  before  the  East  Surrey  Dis- 
trict of  the  Southeastern  branch  of  the  Medical  Association,  he  lays 
down  the  following  rules  to  be  observed  in  not  giving  chloroform 
during  labor: 

1.  Never  give  it  to  a  woman  who  has  a  tendency  to  flood  during 
every  confinement,  or  to  those  who  have  great  relaxation  of  fibre,  or 
weak,  anaemic  women  in  their  eighth  or  tenth  confinement,  except 
from  necessity. 

2.  Do  not  give  it  where  labor  is  complicated  with  severe  vomiting, 
or  with  acute  heart  or  lung  trouble  unless  there  be  an  imperative 
demand  for  it. 

3.  It  should  not  be  given  to  complete  anaesthesia  except  for  oper- 
ations, convulsions  or  spasms  of  the  cervix,  and  then  one  person 
should  devote  his  entire  attention  to  it. 

4.  The  inhalation  should  be  stopped  directly  the  pulse  becomes 
weak  or  the  respiration  irregular. 

5.  Do  not  give  it  if  there  be  grounds  to  fear  a  fatty  or  enfeebled 
cardiac  wall. 

6.  In  all  cases  where  it  has  been  given,  there  should  be  extra  care 
to  prevent  post-partum  hemorrhage. 

The  Vaginal  Douche  after  Labor  believed  to  be  a  new 
MISTAKE — The  strict  Horizontal  Position,  an  old  one — Some 
plain  and  Common  Sense  Rules  —Dr.  A.  E.  Dugas,  of  Augusta, 
Ga.,  writes  the  editor  of  the  Medical  Record^  **  Having  noticed  the 
articles  recommending  the  medicated  vaginal  douche  after  labor  as  a 
preventive  of  puerperal  fever,  and  knowing  how  grasping  Americans 
are  for  anything  new,  would  it  not  be  wise  to  give  the  profession 
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some  statistics  upon  the  subject,  for  and  against ;  also  a  collection  of 
the  experiences  of  the  profession  at  large  ? 

I,  for  one,  can  state  that  during  a  general  practice  of  nine  years  I 
have  never  recommended  the  use  of  the  douche,  medicated  or  other- 
wise, in  such  cases,  and  I  have  never  had  a  single  case  of  puerperal 
fever  in  one  of  my  patients. 

I  have  had  cases  of  laceration  of  the  cervix  and  rupture  of  the  per- 
ineum, and  I  would  no  more  think  of  recommending  the  medicated 
or  any  other  douche  in  those  cases  to  prevent  fever,  than  I  would 
recommend  the  opening  of  an  incised  wound  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  preventives  which  I  have  relied  upon  are :  i.  Patient  to  rise  to 
a  sitting  position  two  or  three  times  a  day  to  empty  bladder  and  rec- 
tum. 2.  Take  quinine  sulph.  fifteen  to  twenty  grains  a  day  in  five- 
grain  doses,  for  six  days,  or  longer  if  the  temperature  indicate  the 
slightest  fever. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  many  practitioners  will  hold  up 
their  hands  in  horror  at  the  idea  of  allowing,  nay,  in  instructing  a. 
woman  to  rise  from  her  bed  to  the  stool  immediately  following  labor  ; 
and,  in  fact,  discard  the  bed-pan  altogether.  I  am  fully  aware  of  the 
grave  dangers  pictured  to  the  student  in  the  lecture-room,  and  in  the 
many  works  upon  ahe  subject ;  and  fo»  that  reason  alone  I  am  em- 
boldened to  give  the  following  : 

When  I  graduated,  in  1875,  an  old  sage  in  the  profession  advised 
me  as  follows  ;  **  My  boy,"  said  he,  "  I  am  an  old  man  ;  I  have  prac- 
tised over  fifty  years,  and  as  you  are  aware,  have  been  very  success- 
ful. In  regard  to  your  labor  cases,  I  would  give  you  the  following 
advice :  First  as  you  intend  practising  in  the  city,  make  a  habit  of 
leaving  your  forceps  at  yonr  office ;  for  if  you  ever  require  them  you 
will  always  have  ample  time  to  send  for  them,  and  your  not  having 
them  with  you  may  save  some  woman  much  trouble.  Second,  do 
not  examine  your  patient  much  or  often.  See  that  things  are  right, 
and  then  let  nature  manage  the  case.  Third,  instruct  your  patient 
when  she  desires  to  empty  bladder  or  rectum,  to  have  her  night-glass 
conveniently  placed  near  the  bed  in  a  chair,  and,  while  supporting 
the  abdomen  with  her^hands,  to  rise  carefully  from  the  bed  to  the 
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Stool ;  and  to  return  in  the  same  way.  Her  rising  will  allow  all  clots, 
fragments  of  placenta,  etc.,  to  pass  from  the  vagina  and  you  will  be 
surprised  to  see  how  few  cases  of  puerperal  fever  you  will  be  troubled 
with,  As  for  its  bringing  on  hemorrhages,  etc.,  that  is  all  bosh.  Let 
your  patients  keep  the  outside  of  their  bodies  clean,  attend  to  the 
calls  of  nature  in  a  common-sense  way,  and  depend  upon  »ature  to 
keep  the  inside  all  right,  and  you  will  be  surprised  at  your  success  in 
this  line  of  practice.**  I  have  followed  the  above  advice  to  the  letter, 
and  am  glad  to  say  have  never  lost  a  single  case,  nor  have  I  had  any 
puerperal  fever  to  contend  with. 

In  conclusion  I  would  state  that  my  efforts  in  this  line  of  practice 
is  to  keep  the  vagina  of  the  lying-in  woman  as  though  it  were  a 
sealed  room,  keeping  out  of  it  everything — air,  water,  fingers,  and  in- 
struments— for  by  their  interference,  I  feel  satisfied,  could  we  have 
careful  unbiased  statistics,  we  would  find  that  they,  with  the  unchan- 
ged  horizontal  position^  produce  more  cases  of  puerperal  fever  than 
they  prevent. 


.  Nitrite  of  Amyl  and  Abortion. — ( Medical  Record)  Dr.  Samuel 
W.  Francis  reports  that,  having  occasion  to  use  a  three-drop  pearl 
of  nitrite  of  amyl  to  restore  a  feeble  patient,  a  young  woman  in  at- 
tendance— and  who,  unknown  to  him,  had  been  pregnant  some  six 
months — was  so  seriously  affected  by  the  vapor  that  she  had  to  leave 
the  room  ;  and  for  several  hours  it  was  feared  that  she  would  abort. 
The  doctor  add  :  **  Might  it  not  be  well,  under  these  circumstances, 
to  study  the  action  of  nitrite  of  amyl  as  to  its  influence  on  the  partu- 
rient female  ?" 


Sulphur. — The  Southern  Clinic  reports,  as  if  it  was  a  new  dis- 
covery, the  fact  that  alcohol  dissolves  enough  of  sulphur  to  give  the 
characteristic  odor  of  the  drug,  to  shew  the  sulphur  lines  by  the  spec- 
trum, and  to  cure  cases  where  sulphur  is  indicated. 

39 
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'iiviic<xi. 


RHEUMATISM. 


A  Splendid  Cure  with  the  Tissue  Remedies. 


BY  E.  H.  HOLBROOK.  M.  D..  Baltimore,  Md.* 

Miss  A.  W.,  loj  years  old,  was  taken  with  a  chill  on  January  ist, 
1884.  The  next  day  I  found  her  with  very  high  fever,  pulse  120  ; 
severe  pains  in  back  and  limbs  ;  nausea  and  vomiting  ;  joints,  small 
and  large,  greatly  inflamed  ;  hands,  feet  and  limbs  oedematous. 
Could  not  bear  to  be  touched  or  moved.  Great  sensitiveness  in 
every  part  of  the  body  and  limbs.  Pains  became  very  much  worse  at 
night,Iincreasing  to  such  an  extent  that  her  screams  could  be  heard  by 
neighbors  on  either  side  of  the  house.  Constant  cry  for  cold  water; 
vomiting  of  food  and  drink  almost  as  soon  as  swallowed.  Tongue 
coated  yellow,  with  horrible  bitter  metallic  taste.  Great  prostration. 
Hereditary  gouty-rheumatic  and  dropsical  diathesis.  Has  had  for 
some  time  back  a  ravenous  appetite,  especially, for  sweet  things  which 
was  freely  indulged. 

Treatment, — After  wasting  much  of  the  first  week  with  various 
remedies  with  no  improvement,  I  determined  to  adhere  to  the  sys- 
tem of  Schussler.  For  the  fever,  and  vomiting  of  food  ar.d  drink 
and  inflammation,  I  gave  Fer.  phos.  6x.  Pains  aggravated  at  night, 
and  rheumatic-gout,  Calc.  phos.  6x.  QEdema,  dropsy,  yellow  coated 
tongue  with  bitter  taste,  Sod.  sulph.  8x.,  about  10  grains  in  a  half 
goblet  of  water,  a  teaspoonful  every  other  hour  in  alternation  with 
the  other  two,  which  were  given  dry  and  at  the  same  time.  From 
the  commencement  of  this  treatment  decided  improvement  began, 
and  by  the  fourteenth  day  of  her  sickness  she  was  able  to  sit  up. 
^Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 
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Previous  to  her  sickness  she  had  become  so  stout  she  could  not 
stoop  to  button  her  shoes,  and  her  cloak  could  scarcely  be  buttoned 
around  her.  Indeed  it  was  so  uncomfortable  buttoned  that  she 
would  go  with  it  open  almost  all  the  time.  After  her  recovery  she 
was  able  to  stoop,  and  her  cloak  could  be  lapped  several  inches. 

The  following  is  the  treatment  given  for  acute  articular  rheumat- 
ism as  a  rule  :  In  the  beginning,  Fer.  phos.,  until  the  fever  and  in- 
flammation considerably  subside,  to  be  followed  by  Potas.  chloride. 
If  after  this  has  been  -given  a  few  days  and  convalescence  does  not 
set  in,  or  swelling  or  cracking  of  the  joints  remains,  then  Sod.  chlor- 
ide must  be  administered.  If  after  this  there  remain  wandering 
rheumatoid  pains  of  the  joints,  give  Pot.  sulph.  If  some  remnant 
still  lingers,  Calc.  phos. 

But  there  will  sometimes  have  to  be  a  deviation  from  these  rules. 
The  following  are  more  general :  Pains  felt  only  during  motion,  Fer. 
phos.  ;  to  be  followed  by  Pot.  chlor.  Pains,  with  a  feeling  of  numb- 
ness, or  creeping,  or  a  sensation  of  coldness,  worse  at  night  and  dur- 
ing rest,  Calc.  phos.  Laming  but  improved  by  moderate  exercise, 
increased  by  two  much  exercise,  and  especially  worse  after  rising 
from  a  sitting  position  (at  commencement  of  motion)  also  for  sciatica. 
Pot.  phos.  Rheumatic-gouty,  Pot.  chlor.,  Sod.  chlor.,  Calc.  phos. 
Lumbago,  Fer.  phos.,  Calc.  phos.  Worse  in  warm  room  in  the  even- 
ing ;  better  in  the  open,  cool  air,  Pot.  sulph. 

Under  this  remedy  I  would  remark  that  in  the  March  number  of 
the  Journal,  page  117,  and  of  third  line,  the  word  should  be  slimy, 
and  not  shiny,  as  there  printed. 

The  better  I  become  acquainted  with  this  system  the  more  pleased 
I  am  with  it.  In  labor,  when  the  pains  are  too  weak  and  irregular, 
have  seen  nothing  act  more  promptly  and  effectually  that  Pot.  phos. 
For  spasmodic,  crampy,  pains,  Mag.  phos.  is  a  gem.  After  delivery 
Fer.  phos.  where  I  used  to  give  Aconite  and  Cimicifuga,  to  be  fol- 
lowed or  accompanied  by  whatever  may  be  indicated.  I  also  use  it 
ds  a  wash,  3X.  to  bathe  the  vulva  and  abdomen,  and  for  syringing  the 
vagina  morning  and  night.     The  parts  heal  quickly  under  this  treat- 
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ment,  and  with  the  use  of  other  remedies  as  indicated,  the  patient 

makes  a  good  recovery. 

I  have  never  been  as  successful  treating  rheumatism  as  I  have  been 

during  the  past  winter  with  this  system.     I  have  had  several  cases  of 

it,  but  none  quite  as  bad  as  the  case  reported.     One  case  of  five 

months*  allopathic  treatment,    and  growing  worse  from  day  to  day, 

which  came  to  my  hands,  is  rapidly  recovering  the  use  of  her  limbs 
and  general  health. 

Neuralgia. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  had  to  treat  a  severe 
case  of  neuralgia  of  the  head.  The  lady  ha*d  come  sixty  miles  to 
attend  a  musical  entertainment,  and  was  compelled  to  go  to  bed  on 
account  of  the  pain.  After  suffering  several  hours,  I  was  called  and 
relieved  her  completely  in  an  hour  with  Mag.  phos.  6x.,  a  dose  every 
ten  minutes.  I  hope  Professors  Scudder  and  Howe  will  not  scorn 
these  remedies,  but  give  them  a  fair  trial.  For  the  treatment  of  fresh 
wounds  Fer.  phos.  cannot  be  surpassed  by  any  remedy.  It  quickly 
arrests  the  hemorrhage  and  heals  the  sore.  After  using  a  day  or 
two,  substitute  Pot.  chloride.  These  remedies  are  to  be  used  intern- 
ally and  externally.  Often,  if  Fer.  is  used  very  freely  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  injury,  suppuration  will  be  prevented.  It  is  superior  to 
Arnica  for  bruises.  Use  Fer,  phos.  in  the  beginning  of  every  injury. 
Be  sure  to  get  pure  remedies. 

The  Diagnosis  between  Belladonna  Rash  and  Scarlatina. 
— (Medical  Record) — Dr.  Selden  B.  Sperry,  of  Delafield,  Wis.,  sends 
us  the  history  of  a  case  illustrating,  as  he  believes,  two  important 
points  in  the  differential  diagnosis  between  scarlatina  and  belladon- 
na rash.  He  was  called  to  see  a  girl,  aged  three  years,  who  had  for 
two  days  suffered  with  a  sore  throat.  He  examined  her,  found  no 
patches,  and  the  child  was  feeling  well.  He  prescribed  tincture  of 
belladonna  in  one-minim  doses  every  hour.  Dr.  Sperry  writes:  "She 
went  to  bed  and  asleep  at  her  usual  bedtime.  About  eight  o'clock 
the  father  came  after  me,  saying  the  child  had  broken  out  with  scar- 
let fever.  I  went  to  see  her  immediately  and  found  her  fitting  up 
crying,  with  intense  irritation  of  the  skin.  Her  face  was  as  red  as  in 
a  thoroughly  developed  case  of  scarlatina.  Her  body  was  red,  but 
not  as  much  as  her  face,  and  more  than  the  extremities.  The  erup- 
tion was  decidedly  punctated^  a  point  I  was  careful  to  look  into,  be- 
cause Bartholow  states  that  it  differs  in  that  respect  from  the  rash  of 
scarlatina.  She  had  had  no  chill.  The  temperature  normal ;  pulse, 
65.  Her  throat  was  worse  than  ever  I  ordered  her  washed  with  a 
weak  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  and  gave  Iier  a  teaspoonful  of  syrup 
of  Dover's,  and  she  was  all  right  in  the  morning.  She  had  taken 
four  doses,  and  the  eruption  did  not  appear  until  she  was  in  bed." 
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W^ecvotoq  icat. 


BiGGAR. — Rachel  Racey,  beloved  daughter  of  Prof.  H.  F.  Big- 
gar,  departed  this  life  June  5th,  18S4,  aged  13  years  and  six  months. 

Clark. —  TA^  Ntiv  England  Mfdical  Gizrtte  says:  "Luther 
Clark,  M.  D.,  of  this  city,  whose  demise  occured  at  Lincoln,  Mass., 
on  the  26th  of  September,  was  one  of  the  early  practitioners  of  hom- 
oeopathy in  New  England,  being  contemporary  with  Drs.  Wilde, 
Weld,  the  elder  Wesselhoefts,  Dr.  Gregg,  and  others  in  Boston,  who 
early  began  to  hold  meetings  which,  later,  resulted  in  the  formation 
of  our  State  society. 

"Dr.  Clark  was  graduated  at  Har\'ard  College  in  1833,  ^'^^  ^^  the 
Harvard  Medical  School  in  1836.  His  first  knowledge  of  homoeo- 
pathy was  acquired  from  Hering  and  his  associates  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  he  was  an  honest  practitioner  of  that  school  of  medicine  till  ill 
health  compelled  him,  about  fifteen  years  ago,  to  retire.  During  his 
active  professional  life  he  had  under  his  care  many  of  our  best  and 
some  of  our  most  distinguished  families,  who  held  him  in  the  high- 
est regard  as  a  man  and  a  physician.  Beneath  a  quiet  and  imobtru- 
sive  manner,  Dr.  Clark  possessed  very  positive  traits  of  character, 
his  most  striking  qualities  being  a  simple  sincerity,  with  great  love  of 
justice.  Without  a  shadow  of  anything  like  sanctimony,  he  was  a 
deeply  religious  man,  living  thoroughly  his  religion  in  private  and 
professional  life.  Without  aggressiveness,  he  was  always  outspoke* 
in  his  opinions  when  occasion  warranted.  His  views  of  the  duties 
of  his  profession  were  very  decided,  and  during  the  last  days  of  his 
life  he  said,  should  anything  be  written  about  him  after  his  departure, 
he  wished  it  stated  as  the  earnest  desire  of  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
*that  true  homoeopathy  should  be  kept  distinct  from  inert,  infinitesi- 
mal doses,  and  that  the  homoepathic  school  should  do  its  duty  to  the 
public' 

"A  most  excellent  man  has  departed,  leaving  us  the  benefit  of  an 
example  of  modesty  and  devotion  to  principle  in  both  private  and 
professional  life." 


• 
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e^tcai't  Wix^ci:^^}^:^. 


E.  A.  LODGE,  Skn'b,  M.  D.,  GENERAL  EDITOR,  DETROIT,  MICH. 

The  issue  of  one  number  more  will  complete  our  twentieth  vol- 
ume. The  tardy  appearance  of  the  numbers  of  this  volume  has 
been  a  great  annoyance  to  some,  while  a  number  of  our  friends  hav- 
ing in  view  the  punctuality  of  its  appearance  for  so  many  years  have 
been  very  ready  to  submit  uncomplainingly  to  the  delays  that  have  been 
occasioned  by  our  sickness  and  absence.  We  shall  close  our  twen- 
ty-one years  of  editorial  labor  with  regret  that  the  American  Observer 
has  not  accomplished  more  for  the  profession,  but  at  the  same  time 
a  consciousness  that  it  has  been  the  means  of  accomplishing  some 
good. 

We  desire  to  reorganize  our  forces  for  1885,  and  publish,  with  old- 
time  promptitude,  a  Journal  that  will  find  a  welcome  to  the  tables  of 
our  old  patrons  and  receive  the  favor  of  many  new  friends.  Our 
plans  and  purposes  in  this  direction  will  be  set  forth  in  full  in  our 
next  issue. 

In  the  reorganization  alluded  to  we  expect  merely  to  retain  the 
general  superintendency  of  the  publication,  and  have  such  assistance 
that  in  case  we  should  be  as  much  of  an  invalid  during  1885  ^s  we 
^ave  been  in  1884,  that  the  Journal  will  not  fail  in  its  regular  appear- 
ance, with  a  table  of  contents  acceptable  to  all  of  our  readers.  Our 
colleagues  have  promised  us  regular  aid,  and  with  their  valuable 
help  we  feel  confident  that  the  twenty-first  volume  will  not  fail  of 
meeting  any  reasonable  expectation  of  our  friends. 

Our  Book  Notices,  that  have  been  deferred,  we  hope  to  be  able  to 
attend  to  in  our  closing  issue  for  this  year. 

A  large  number  of  new  Journals  are  candidates  for  professional 
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patronage,  many  of  them  fully  worthy  of  hearty  support.  We  have 
no  word  to  say  in  disparagement  of  any  other  Journal  old  or  new, 
and  shall  be  quite  content  if  our  friends  will  continue  to  the  Old 
Observer  a  share  of  their  favors  in  the  future. 

We  have  had  the  back  numbers  of  the  Journal  assorted,  and  can 
now  supply  any  missing  vplumes  since  1864  to  any  subscribers  who 
desire  to  complete  their  sets,  for  60  cents  each,  postage  prepaid,  if 
applied  for  before  Feb'y  ist,  1885.  Missing  numbers  at  six  cents 
each,  also  prepaid,  if  sent  for  by  same  date. 


NORTH  AMERICAN  REVIEW.— 

The  immemorial  institution  of  trial  by  jury,  which  for  centuries  has  been 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  essential  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  one  of  the  most 
effective  barriers  against  absolute  power,  is  itself  on  trial  to-day,  and  is  requir- 
ed to  show  cause  why  it  should  not  be  discarded  and  a  more  effectual  method 
of  administering  justice  substituted  for  it,  or  at  least  why  it  should  not  be  re- 
formed so  as  to  yield  more  satisfactory  results.  Some  suggestions  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  existing  jury  system,  presented  by  Judge  Robert  C.  Pitlman 
in  the  North  American  Remeto  for  July,  under  the  title  of  "Juries  and  Jury- 
men," should,  in  view  of  lucent  notorious  miscarriages  of  justice,  receive  the 
serious  consideration  of  every  thoughtful  citizen.  ''American  Economics,'* 
by  Prof.  Van  Buren  Denslow,  is  a  lucid  and  forcible  exposition  of  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  protection  theory  of  national  economy  is  based.  Judge  Noah 
Davis  writes  of  "Marriage  and  Divorce:"  Dr.  P.  Bender,  whose  subject  is 
"The  annexation  of  Canada,"  sets  forth  the  advantages  likely  to  accrue  to 
the  United  States  from  the  absorption  of  the  Canadian  provinces.  Dr.  Bender 
is  a  homoeopathic  physician  of  Boston,  formerly  of  Quebec.  There  are  alao 
a  large  number  of  other  valuable  articles  in  the  number. 


Bromidia. — Dr.  J.  8.  Jewell,  Editor  Journal  of  Mental  and  Nerwnu 
Diseases,  and  Prof,  of  Mental  and  Nervous  Diseases,  Chicago  Medical  Col- 
lege, Chicago,  111.,  says:  ''I  have  used  Battle  &  Co's  preparation  known 
as  'Bromidia,'  and  believe  it  to  be  as  reliable  as  it  is  represented  to  be  by 
its  proprietors.    I  have  thus  tAT  been  pleised  with  its  effects.*' 
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Edmonds  — We  are  glad  to  find  that  Prof.  W.  A.  Edmonds,  M.  D.,  of 
St.  Louis,  is  now  associated  with  S.  B.  Parsons,  M.  D.*  in  the  editorial 
control  of  the  St.  Louis  Periscope. 

James.— Our  esteemed  colleague,  Bushrod  W.  James,  M.  D.,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  has  rendered  such  efficient  aid  to  the  Obsebyeb  the  past 
twent}'  years,  is  now  editing  and  publishing  *' Sanitary  Gleanings"  a  monthly 
Journal  devoted  to  improvements  in  sanitary  science.  We  have  seen  but 
one  number,  that  was  well  printed  and  filled  with  practical  matter. 

Porter.— Phil.  Porter,  M.  D.,  of  Detroit,  is  to  be  the  editor  of  "The 
American  HomcKopathic  Journal  of  Obstetrics,  Gynaecology,  and  Pediat- 
rics,^' which  will  be  published  monthly  in  connection  with  the  Medical 
Advance,  of  Ann  Arbor,  at  $3.00  per  annum. 


MARITAL. 


Cribs  AND — Loll — Dr.  Carl  Crissand  was  married  to  Miss  Clara  Loll,  at 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  April  30,  1884. 

Hardy — Houghtaling— Dr.  Olin  S.  Hardy  was  married  to  Miss  Kate 
Houghtaling,  at  Port  Byron,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  18,  1884. 


REMOVALS. 


Adams— Dr.  C.  W.,  to  Franklin  Falls,  N.  H. 
Bechtbl — Dr.  J.  W.,  from  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  to  Staunton.  Va. 
Carmichael — Dr.  J.  H.,  from  Boston  to  Springfield,  Mass. 
Cate — Dr.  S.  M.,  from  Salem,  Mass.,  to  Washington,  D.  C. 
GooDELii — Dr.  Chas.  F.,  from  Asheville,  N.  C,  to  Washington,  D.  C. 
OcKFORD— Dr.  Geo.  IM.,  from  Vincennes,  Ind.,  to  Revere,  Mass. 
Reeves — Dr.  M.  C,  from  Clinton,  Mich.,  to  Cleburne,  Texas. 
TuLLER — Dr.  M.  B.,  from  Millville,  K  J.,  to  Woodbury,  N.  J. 
Wllbon — Dr.  W.  W.,  from  Alpena,  Mich.,  to  Detroit,  Mich. 


-  t9.ffd  per  Annnm  In  Adrance,  with  Premlam. 
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Fellows'  Hypo-phos-phites 

(Syr:  Hypophos:  Comp;  Fellows) 

Contains  The  Essential  Elements  to  the  Animal  Organization — Potash  and  Lime; 

The  Oxydizing  Agents — Iron  and  Manganese; 

The  Tonics— Quinine  and  Strychnine; 

And  the  Vitalizing  Constituent — Phosphorus, 
Combined  in  the  form  of  a  Syrup,  with  nlghti  alkaline  reaction. 

It  differs  in  Effect  from  all  Others,  being  pleasant  to  the  taste,  acceptable  to  the 
stomach,  and  harmless  under  prolonged  use. 

It  has  Sustained  a  High  Reputation  in  An^rica  and  England  for  efficiency  in  the 
treatment  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  Chronic  Bronchitis,  and  other  affections  of  the 
respiratory  organs,  and  is  employed  also  in  yarious  nervous  and  debilitating  diseasei 
with  success. 

Its  Curative  Properties  are  largely  attributable  to  Stimulant,  Tonic,  and  NutriUye 
qualities,  whereby  the  various  functions  are  recruited. 

In  Cases  where  innervating  constitutional  treatment  is  applied,  and  tonic  treatment 
is  desirable,  this  preparation  will  be  found  to  act  with'safety  and  satisfaction. 

Its  Action  is  Prompt;  stimulating  the  appetite,  and  the  digestion,  it  promotes  assim- 
ilation, and  enters  directly  into  the  circulation  with  the  food  products. 

The  Prescribed  Dose  produces  a  feeling  of  buoyancy,  removing  depression  or  me- 
lancholy, and  hence  is  of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  Mental  and  Nbbvoub 
Affections. 

From  its  exerting  a  double  tonic  effect  and  influencing  a  healthy  flow  of  the  secre- 
tions, its  use  is  indicated  in  a  wide  range  of  diseases. 

Eacb  Bottle  of  Fellows'  HypopMites  contains  128  Doses. 
Prepared  b^  JAMES  I.  FELLOWS,  Chemist, 

48  VE8ET  8TBEET,  NEW  YORK. 
Circulars  and  Samples  sent  to  Physicians  on  application. 


eV*8PB0IAI«  TO  PBT8I0IANS.— Olf  B  Urge  bottle  containing  15  os.,  (which  «n9f 
sens  for  $1.9(^  will  be  sent  upon  receipt  of  Fifty  Cents  with  the  application.  This  will  be  apfM 
to  the  prepayment  of  Ezpressage,  and  will  afford  an  opportunity  for  a  thorough  teat  in  GbrOBk  ( 
of  Debility  and  Nervousness.    Express  charges  prepaid  upon  all  samples. 

FOR.  SA.1-^  BX  K\JU  DRUGGISTS. 
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PHIL  PORTER,  M.  D.,  DETROIT,  MICHIGAN.  EDITOR. 


OVARIOTOMY, 


(  Concluded. ) 

THE  SURGICAL  TREATMENT  OF  A  SIMPLE  OVARIAN  CYST. 

Under  this  head  I  shall  include  those  palliative  measures  which 
enable  us  to  alleviate  the  more  distressing  symptoms^gBd  to  wait  for 
an  opportunity  to  resort  to  other  mesns  of  a  more  fo^ftidable  nature 
or  radical  in  form.  These  minor  methods  are  :  !First,  palliative  ; 
simply  tapping,  through  the  abdominal  walls,  vagina  or  rectum. 
Second,  tapping,  followed  by  injections  of  some  medicinal  substance, 
and  continued  pressure;  a  practice  advocated  by  French  ovadoto- 
mists,  but  found  negative  in  results.  Third,  the  formation  of  a  per- 
manent intra-peritoneal  opening  of  the  cyst  wall,  either  through  the 
abdominal  walls,  per  vagina  or  rectum.  Fourth,  partial  incision  of 
the  sac,  as  in  hydrocele. 

The  advantage  to  be  gained  by  these  palliative  measures  are  num- 
erous. They  are  of  service  in  relieving  an  enormously  distended 
abdomen,  which  may  interfere  with  making  a  diagnosis,  and  also 
allow  the  abdominal  organs  to  regain  their  normal  condition,  which 
have  been  interfered  with,  and  if  the  tumor  should  prove  to  be  paro- 
varian, the  tapping  would  probably  cure  it.  If,  however,  the  tumor 
should  be  polycystic  in  character,  tapping  should  be  the  last  opera- 
tion resorted  to  for  several  reasons. 

The  operation  of  tapping,  I  have  but  to  add,  never  cures  a  tumor, 

and  that  it  only  brings  about  complications.     My  belief  is,  that  if 

all  ovarian  and  parovarian  tumors  were  never  tapped,  but  were  re- 

40 
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moved  early  in  their  history,  when  found  to  be  increasing  in  size 
under  the  administration  of  the  indicated  remedy,  we  should  have 
only  a  casual  mortality  from  the  operation  of  ovariotomy.     Tapping 
through  the  abdominal  walls — Paracentesis  abdominis — is  not  a  com- 
plicated operation,  and  one  that  can  be  performed  by  any  practition- 
er if  certain  rules  are  observed,  without  any  unfavorable  symptoms 
following.     The  old  method,  laid  down  by  surgeons,  to  place  the 
patient  in  a  chair  or  on  the  edge  of  a  bed,  with  a  sheet  or  long  towel 
wrapped  about  the  abdomen  to  prevent  the  patient  from  fainting  as 
the  fluid  is  evacuated,  and  other  paraphernalia  to  make  a  formidable 
looking  operation,  is  now  being  abandoned  by  the  later  operators. 
The  plunging  of  a  large  trocar  through  the  abdominal  walls  caused 
more  or  less  pain,  with  shock,  and  no  wonder  the  operation  was  at- 
tended with  some  dread. 

I  have  drawn  off  from  twenty  to  forty  pints  of  fluid  from  a  weak 
delicate  patient,  and  the  only  change  produced  was  one  of  relief.  I 
never  had  a  woman  faint  or  experience  any  shock  from  the  tapping 
process.  My  method  is  to  place  the  patient  in  bed  with  the  project- 
ing abdomen  well  over  the  edge  of  the  bed,  and  selecting  the  linea 
alba,  if  practicable,  with  the  growth  and  position  of  the  tumor,  intro- 
duce one  of  Billroth's  fine,  improved  trocars,  and  evacuate  the  cyst» 
using  care  during  the  latter  part  of  the  operation  not  to  permit  air  to 
enter  the  empty  cyst.  If  the  patient  is  timid,  the  administration  of 
a  small  amount  of  chloroform  will  assist  the  operator.  Dr.  Goodeirs 
plan  of  holding  firmly  against  the  abdomen  about  to  be  punctured,  a 
piece  of  ice  for  a  few  moments,  will  prevent  the  patient  from  experi- 
encing any  pain.  Some  of  our  American  operators  claim  no  harm 
will  follow  the  introduction  of  air  into  an  ovarian  cyst,  but  we  have 
abundance  of  proof  to  the  contrary,  and  great  care  must  be  taken  to 
avoid  it.  At  present  there  are  a  number  of  instruments  made  in  the 
form  of  trocars  that  will  meet  approval  in  this  regard. 

When  about  to  tap  a  patient  suffering  from  an  ovarian  cyst,  I 
employ  an  instrument  that  has  a  piston  firmly  packed,  and  a  rubber 
tube  attached  to  the  canula,  by  a  separate  stop-cock.  Then  intro- 
ducing the  end  of  the  tube  in  a  basin  of  water,  I  withdraw  the  piston 
or  stilette,  which,  by  suction,  forces  the  air  out  of  the  tube,  the  water 
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follows  to  the  end  of  the  canula,  and  the  instrument  is  ready  for  use. 
After  introducing  the  trocar,  pull  back  the  piston  as  when  expelling 
the  air,  the  conducting  tube  will  be  left  open  and  the  fluid  will  follow, 
meeting  the  water  and  forming  a  syphon.  The  end  of  the  rubber 
tubing  must  be  kept  under  the  fluid  during  the  operation.  If  a  stop 
is  made,  turn  off  the  stop-cock  in  the  conducting  tube.  If  the  canula 
or  tube  becomes  clogged  it  is  easily  cleared.  You  will  find  this 
method  devoid  of  the  excitement  and  confusion  that  always  follows 
the  old  manner  of  tapping  with  a  short  trocar,  the  use  of  basins  and 
pails,  and  with  more  or  less  disturbance  to  the  patient.  I  have 
changed  my  rubber  tubing  for  a  Davidson  syringe,  attaching  the  suc- 
tion end  to  the  conducting  portion  of  the  canula,  which  freely  allows 
the  fluid  to  escape  from  the  cyst  and  enables  me  to  wash  out,  if  I  de- 
sire, a  suppurating  cyst  with  some  antiseptic  preparation. 

If  hemorrhage  should  follow  the  operation  of  tapping,  slight  press- 
ure for  a  time  over  the  puncture  will  usually  control  it  ;  if  not,  the 
introduction  of  a  surgeon's  straight  needle,  through  the  opening,  with 
a  few  turns  of  a  ligature  will  be  sufficient  to  secure  all  bleeding. 

Tapping  through  the  vagina  is  more  difficult,  and  should  not  be 
resorted  to  if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided ;  air  will,  as  a  rule,  find 
entrance  into  the  cyst  and  putrefaction  of  the  fluid  follow.  Inflam- 
mation is  more  likely  to  occur,  and  you  may  consider  yourself  for- 
tunate if  suppuration  of  the  lining  membrance  of  the  cyst  does  not 
take  place,  associated  with  a  low  form  of  exhaustive  fever  or  pyaemia. 
If  tapping  from  this  source  is  necessary  on  account  of  the  size  and 
location  of  a  small  cyst,  or  extensive  adhesions,  employ  an  aspirating 
trocar. 

Always  call  into  use  the  catheter  before  attempting  to  tap  the  cyst. 
The  position  of  the  patient  during  this  operation  should  be  the  same 
as  that  for  lithotomy,  or  Sims'  position  ;  an  assistant  should  press 
firmly  down  on  the  abdominal  walls  with  both  hands  spread  out,  and 
the  operator,  with  his  fore  finger  passed  per  vaginam^  to  the  lowest 
and  most  prominent  part  of  the  cyst,  back  from  the  cervix  about  one 
inch,  should  then  pass  in  the  trocar  with  the  stilette  drawn  back  in 
the  canula,  and  as  soon  as  the  objective  point  has  been  reached  thrust 
the  piston  of  the  trocar  out  and  the  cyst  wall  will  be  punctured. 
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The  pelvic  cun^e,  in  this  operation^  as  in  all  operation  about  the  pelvis y 
through  the  vctginay  must  nether  be  lost  sight  of.  After  the  cyst  has  been 
emptied  of  its  contents,  and  the  canula  withdrawn,  the  abdomen  must 
be  carefully  and  firmly  bandaged.  Watch  your  patient  carefully  for 
a  few  weeks,  and  examine  the  discharge  daily  from  the  vagina.  If 
the  fluid  becomes  ichorous  and  then  purulent,  administer  the  indi- 
cated remedy. 

Evacuating  an  ovarian  cyst  through  the  rectum  has  been  supposed 
to  possess  some  advantages  over  the  vaginal  operation.  But  the  en- 
trance of  faecal  gas  into  the  cyst,  producing  inflammation,  more  than 
counterbalances  the  entrance  of  air  through  the  vagina.  The  opera- 
tion is  practically  the  same  as  through  the  vagina,  only  a  longer  and 
more  curved  trocar  should  be  used. 

The  operation  for  evacuating  the  cyst,  by  an  incision  through  the 
abdomen  for  a  permanent  opening,  is  seldom  resorted  to..  It  is  a 
dangerous  procedure,  mgre  so  than  ovariotomy,  and  is  only  admissi- 
ble in  cases  where  the  other  operations  cannot  be  performed.  It  has 
been  undertaken  several  times  through  the  vagina  when  the  cyst 
fluid  was  too  thick  and  glue-like  to  escape  through  a  trocar. 

In  giving  Dr.  Eaton's  experience  with  injections  of  Iodine,  which 
he  advocates  with  so  much  enthusiasm — and,  by  the  way,  whatever 
the  Doctor  does  undertake,  he  at  once  becomes  an  enthusiast  in  that 
direction  — I  did  not  complete  the  subject  of  injections,  as  Dr.  Ea- 
ton's remarks  came  more  under  the  head  of  medical  treatment. 

From  Dr.  Eaton's  experience  we  are  lead  to  believe  that  of  "93  ,^ 
of  well  selected  cases,  6t,  ^  taken  at  random,"  can  be  cured,  or  at 
least  the  results  are  "  good  enough  to  justify  a  strong  sentiment  in 
favor  of  this  method  of  treatment  of  ovarian  tumors." 

Wells,  states  that  "notwithstanding  the  strenuous  advocacy  of  Boi- 

m 

net,  the  practice  of  injecting  ovarian  cysts  with  Iodine  has  quite  fall- 
en into  desuetude,  and  so  far  as  my  own  trials  and  means  of  observa- 
tion enable  me  to  judge,  not  in  any  way  to  the  disadvantage  of  pa- 
tients. The  few  cysts  which  I  injected,  and  which  did  not  refill  for 
several  years,  were  single,  with  limpid  contents,  and  in  such  cysts  I 
believe  simple  tapping  is  quite  as  effectual,  alone.  Latterly  I  have 
had  reason  to  prefer  Sulphurous  acid  to  Iodine,'' 
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Edis  closes  up  the  subject  as  follows :  *'  It  is  at  best  a  doubtful 
proceeding,  and  though  spoken  favorably  of  by  a  few  enthusiasts,  it 
has  not  received  the  approval  of  modern  ovariotomists.*' 

OVARIOTOMY,  OR  THE  ENTIRE  EXTIRPATION    OF    THE    OVARIAN  CYST. 

Without  attempting  to  go  into  the  history  of  this  operation,  its 
rise  and  progress  in  different  countries,  I  shall  proceed  at  once  to 
the  consideration  of  the  indications  for  the  operation. 

Wells  concludes  his  remarks  on  this  important  question  from  a 
practical  conclusion,  that  so  long  as  an  ovarian  tumor  does  not 
materially  interfere  with  the  appearance,  prospects,  or  comfort  of 
the  patient ;  so  long  as  no  injurious  pressure  is  exercised  by  it  on 
th£  organs  of  the  pelvis,  abdomen  and  chest ;  so  long  as  heart  and 
lungs,  digestive  organs,  kidneys,  bladder  and  rectum  perform  their 
functions  without  much  disturbance;  so  long  as  there  is  no  great 
emaciation,  no  very  wearying  pain,  no  distressing  difficulty  in  loco- 
motion ;  or  so  long  as  the  patient  can  be  relieved  of  her  distressing 
symptoms  by  medicinal  means,  she  should  be  left  to  that  care,  and 
surgical  treatment  not  resorted  to. 

Many  ovariotomists  postpone  operations  until  the  growth  has  as- 
sumed a  very  large  size,  and  from  its  pressure  interferes  with  the 
normal  functions  of  the  abdominal  organs,  the  patient  becomes  anae- 
mic and  in  other  respects  a  confirmed  invalid.  This,  I  think  is  a 
mistake,  as  in  later  years  with  antiseptic  advantages,  strict  cleanliness^ 
we  now  can  wnA^x proper  homoeopathic  after-treatment,  modify  our 
views  regarding  the  dangers  from  shock,  peritonitis,  haemorrhage  and 
other  dreaded  complications  that  formerly  were  expected.  If  the 
surgeon  will  only  insist  upon  the  indicated  remedy  being  given,  to 
allay  symptoms  that  follow  an  ovariotomy,  he  will  be  highly  gratified 
at  his  results. 

I  do  not  approach  an  operation  now  for  the  relief  of  an  ovarian 
cyst  with  the  dread  that  I  formerly  did.  In  the  last  two  years  I  have 
never  administered  one  particle  of  morphia  or  opium  of  any  kind, 
but  relied  upon  Hypericum^  or  the  indicated  remedy  instead.  It  is 
simply  astonishing  to  see  how  rapidly  a  case  will  progress  to  a  re- 
covery after  an  ovariotomy,  if  the  system  is  not  compelled  to  labor 
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under  the  deleterious  effects  of  an  opiate.  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
operate  even  on  a  comparatively  small  cyst,  if  everything  is  corre- 
spondingly favorable. 

If  I  suspect  the  tumor  is  malignant,  an  operation  is  advised  at 
once.  Three  years  ago  I  extirpated  an  entire  uterus  which  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  malignant  growth — diagnosed  by  a  histologist  as  a 
*^^  withering  scirrhus**  that  has  never  returned,  and  the  patient  a  few 
months  ago  married  her  second  husband,  and  at  this  day  is  enjoying 
good  health.  Several  times  I  have  "removed  tumors,  which  were 
pronounced  by  good  authorities,  cancerous  in  character,  and  the 
patients  are  still  living. 

If,  on  tapping  to  settle  a  doubtful  diagnosis,  I  find  the  tumor  col- 
loid in  structure,  I  also  advise  an  early  removal. 

The  con tra- indications /i:?/-  an  operation.  Cancerous  conditions  of 
an  ovary,  or  of  any  abdominal  organ,  tuberculosis,  syphilis  or  ad- 
vanced scrofula;  all  organic  diseases  of  the  heart,  brain,  liver,  kid- 
neys —the  latter  especially, — diseases  of  the  alimentary  canal,  contra- 
indicate  an  ovariotomy.  Extensive  adhesions  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
tumor  should  also  deter  us  from  operating  ;  but  such  complications 
as  ascites,  debility,  peritonitis,  albuminuria,  a  previous  ovariotomy, 
should  not  prevent  our  operating.  I  have  performed  laparotomy 
when  there  existed  valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  with  no  bad  effects. 

SEASON. 

Regarding  the  influence  of  the  time  of  the  year  over  the  results  of 
this  operation,  I  can  but  say  that,  taking  the  statistics  of  foreign 
ovariotomists,  the  mortality  is  less  in  the  spring  and  summer  months 
than  in  the  fall  and  winter;  and  yet  T.  Spencer  Wells  thinks  that  the 
result  of  ovariotomy  is  more  influenced  by  some  exceptional  atmos- 
pheric and  climatic  conditions  than  by  the  season  when  it  is  per- 
formed. My  own  experience  compels  me  to  add  that  although  the 
spring  and  summer  months  are  oftener  selected  by  ovariotomists, 
I  cannot  but  think  ihdX  personality  has  more  to  do  with  an  operator's 
results  than  the  season.  I  have  operated  in  the  same  city,  on  the 
same  class  of  cases,  at  the  same  time  of  the  year  that  my  allopathic 
colleagues  have,  and  they  lose  two  to  my  one.     The  after-treatment 
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may  have  had  some  influence— no  doubt  it  did — and  still  I  am  inform- 
ed my  method  of  gathering  a  complete  personal  history  of  the  patient, 
her  former  surroundings,  peculiarities,  characteristics,  and,  in  fact, 
everything  that  will  assist  me  in  treating  my  case  after  the  operation, 
is  different  from  other  operators. 

OVARIOTOMY. 

Preparation  of  the  Patient.^— In  taking  the  necessary  preparatory 
measures  every  case  must  be  judged  by  its  own  peculiarities;  not  only 
those  relating  to  physical  conditions,  but  the  various  mental,  moral, 
and  social  influences,  which  must  be  constantly  considered  in  private 
daily  practice y  and  which  so  materially  affect  the  results  of  any  opera- 
tion, should  also  be  brought  into  as  healthy  and  normal  relations  as 
possible.  A  most  important  condition,  which,  if  present,  certainly 
requires  correction,  is  that  of  the  passage  of  a  small  quantity  of 
highly  colored  urine,  depositing  mixed  urates  in  abundance  ;  this,  if 
allowed  to  remain,  will  surely  in  event  of  an  operation  develop  a 
serious  complication  of  uraemic  fever.  The  patient  must  be  brought 
under  as  healthy  influence  as  possible;  rest  under  the  favorable  con- 
ditions of  a  large,  airy  room  in  a  private  house,  in  a  healty  country 
situation,  and,  if  circumstances  permit,  the  attention  of  a  trained 
nurse  is  essential,  that  we  may  have  one  at  the  bedside  who  will 
readily  comprehend  instructions  given,  observe  exactness  and 
punctuality  in  carying  them  out,  and  discriminate  carefully  in  ob- 
serving and  reporting  all  phases  of  the  patient's  condition  after  the 
operation. 

The  night  before  the  operation  the  patient  should  have  a  warm 
bath,  and  the  abdomen  should  be  well  cleansed  with  soap  and  water. 
Nothing  should  be  eaten  for  four  hours  before  the  operation,  and  if 
the  bgwels  have  not  moved  on  the  morning  before,  the  rectum  should 
be  thoroughly  cleared  out  by  an  injection  of  warm  water.  The 
temperature  of  the  room  should  not  be  below  80°  Fahrenheit,  but  it 
is  unnecessary  to  keep  the  heat  at  such  a  point  all  the  time  as  to  dis- 
comfort both  the  surgeon  and  the  patient.  The  dress  of  the  patient 
should  consist  of  her  ordinary  night-dress,  warm  woolen  stockings, 
and  a  loose,  short  flannel  dressing  jacket,  and  the  limbs  wrapped 
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with  flannel  from  the  knees  to  the  hips.     Anything  tight  about  the 
neck  or  body  should  be  renjoved. 

Tables,  on  which  the  patient  is  to  lie  for  the  operation,  and  another 
small  table  for  the  instruments,  should  be  placed  opposite  a  window 
admitting  a  good  light,  with  foot-pans  or  pails  beneath  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  fluid.  A  plentiful  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  that  has 
been  strained  should  be  at  hand,  and  everything  in  such  readiness 
that  there  will  be  nothing  to  detract  from  the  attention  of  the  opera- 
tor. If  desirable,  the  ansesthesic  may  be  administered  in  bed  or  in 
the  same  room  before  she  is  placed  on  the  table,  but,  as  a  rule,  the 
patient  may  generally,  after  having  emptied  the  bladder,  walk  to 
the  table  and  arrange  herself  on  it  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
surgeon. 

The  night-gown  is  to  be  pressed  well  up  towards  the  shoulders ; 
the  head  laid  comfortably  on  the  pillow,  and  except  the  face  and 
abdomen,  the  whole  body  covered  with  warm,  light  blankets  or  flan- 
nel. The  abdomen  should  be  covered  by  a  waterproof  sheet, 
with  an  opening  about  eight  inches  long  and  six  wide  in  the  middle; 
the  inner  surface  spread  with  a  coating  of  adhesive  plaster  of  about 
an  inch  in  width  all  around  the  opening,  so  that  it  may  adhere  to  the 
skin  and  prevent  any  exposure  of  the  patient,  while  her  body  and 
clothing  are  kept  perfectly  clean  and  dry. 

The  necessary  instruments  for  a  simple  case  of  ovariotomy  are  few: 
two  scalpels,  to  divide  the  abdominal  wall,  one  ordinary  knife  and 
the  other  probe-pointed,  to  divide  the  peritoneum  ;  a  director,  to 
protect  the  cyst,  as  this  division  is  completed;  a  trocar,  to  empty  the 
cyst;  needles  and  silk,  to  secure  the  pedicle  and  close  the  wound; 
with  forceps  and  ligatures,  to  secure  any  bleeding  vessel,  complete 
the  list.  To  meet  accidental  emergencies,  it  is  necessary,  however, 
to  have  a  full  supply  of  instruments;  those  which  the  operator  thinks 
likely  to  be  required,  being  placed  near  at  hand,  while  those  in  re- 
serve may  be  placed  on  a  tray  close  by,  but  out  of  the  way.  Cautery 
clamps  and  cauteries  for  cases  where  the  cautery  is  applicable,  liga- 
tures and  needles  of  different  shapes  and  sizes,  for  cases  where  nei- 
ther clamps  nor  cautery  is  used,  pressure  forceps  for  temporarily 
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securing  separated  omentum  or  torn  vascular  adhesions,  and  for  se- 
curing arteries  by  ligature  or  torsion,  vulsella  especially  adapted  for 
holding  large  cysfs,  a  chain  and  wire  ecraseur,  drainage  tubes  of 
glass,  vulcanite,  or  india  rubber,  and  per- chloride  of  iron,  should 
always  be  in  the  reserve  tray. 

Never  admit  the  assistants,  except  the  one  well  acquainted  with 
the  patient,  until  ready  for  the  operation.  Keep  all  instruments 
from  the  sight  of  the  patient.  Make  as  little  display,  in  your  pre- 
paration for  an  operation,  as  possible.  Insist  upon  having  every- 
thing about  the  patient  quiet. 

The  selection  of  the  anaesthetic  is  of  some  importance.  Since  my 
return  from  Europe  I  have  become  satisfied  that  *Chlorotnethyl^  or 
Bi'Chloride  of  methylin  is  by  far  the  safest,  as  well  as  the  best  anaes- 
thetic to  be  employed  in  ovariotomy.  It  is  less  depressing  on  the 
system,  produces  less  irritation  on  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  does  not 
leave  the  patient  the  subject  of  that  fearful  nausea  that  so  common- 
ly follows  chloroform,  and  jeopardizes  the  result  of  the  operation. 
With  chloroform  I  never  feel  perfectly  free  from  accident,  and  have 
been  compelled  several  times  to  stop  in  the  midst  of  an  operation 
and  resort  to  artificial  respiration. 

Ether  is  so  irritating  in  its  nature  upon  the  mucous  membranes, 
and  'becomes  so  diffused  throughout  the  room,  requiring,  in  many 
cases,  the  administration  of  large  quantities,  which  is  always  attend- 
ed with  vomiting,  that  I  do  not  use  it.  While  it  is  safe,  there  are  so 
many  objections  to  its  employment,  that  I  now  never  administer  it. 
An  admixture  of  alcohol,  ether  and  chloroform  is  used  by  the  Vi- 
enna operators,  but  as  the  patient  is,  I  think,  first  affected  by  the 
lighter  vapor  of  the  sulphuric  ether,  and  large  quantities  must  be 
given,  I  cannot  see  the  advantage  of  the  combination.  Bromide  of 
Ethyl  is  only  adapted  to  short  operations,  such  as  tapping  or  making 
an  examination  to  arrive  at  a  diagnosis.  It  is  prompt  in  its  action 
and  seldom  produces  vomiting. 

Whisky,  as  an  anaesthetic,  has  been  employed  by  a  few  enthusiasts, 
but  at  its  best,  it  is  a  poor  apology  for  any  of  the  other  preparations 
referred  to      It  is  a  powerful   diffusible   stimulant,  increasing   the 

*Milbam  &,  Williamson,  Detroit,  keep  this  preparation,  also  the  Bromide  Ethyl. 
41 
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action  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  and  exciting  the  nervous  and  vascu- 
lar systems.  This  is  succeeded  by  a  state  of  depression,  varying  in 
intensity  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  liquor  taken.  We  all  know 
that  if  whisky  be  taken  in  large  quantities  a  peculiar  comatose 
state  will  follow,  not  unlike,  and  has  been  mistaken  for  apoplexy. 
When  taken  internally,  whisky  is  rapidly  absorbed  into  the  bipod, 
and  under  its  effect  urea  is  rapidly  diminished  and  the  exhalation 
of  carbonic  acid  from  the  lungs  retarded,  producing  in  the  system  an 
excess  of  that  gas,  which  is  the  anaesthetic  effect  of  the  whisky. 

When  administering  an  anaesthetic  I  prefer  an  apparatus  used  and 
made  at  Vienna,  consisting  of  a  wire  frame  covered  with  woolen 
cloth.  It  fits  well  over  the  face  and  prevents  the  vapor  from  escap- 
ing into  the  room.  Dr.  Junker  has  4evised  an  ingenious  apparatus 
for  giving  an  anaesthetic  which  surpasses  any  I  have  yet  seen,  but  as 
it  is  expensive,  costing  ten  dollars,  it  will  not  come  into  general  use. 
The  old  fashioned  paper  cone  is  a  poor  method  of  administering  any 
form  of  anaesthesia ;  not  only  expensive,  from  waste  of  material,  but 
even  dangerous. 

Having  seen  that  the  instruments  have  all  been  placed  where  the 
surgeon  can  reach  them  ;  that  the  patient  has  undergone  preparation 
and  been  brought  under  the  complete  influence  of  the  anaesthetic ; 
that  the  assistants  and  nurses  have  been  assigned  their  posts,  we  are 
now  ready  for  the  first  step  of  the  operation,  the  incision  of  the  ab- 
dominal wall. 

The  linea  alba  should  be  divided  accurately  without  opening  the 
sheath  of  either  rectus.  Cutting  through  the  skin,  the  connective 
tissue  and  a  greater  or  less  thickness  of  fat,  the  abdominal  fascia  is 
brought  to  view,  and  this  must  be  laid  open  carefully  on  a  grooved 
director,  as  the  peritoneum  lies  immediately  beneath.  The  perito- 
neum should  then  be  raised  with  a  hook  or  forceps  and  divided  by 
a  touch  of  the  scalpel,  making  an  opening  sufficient  to  admit  a  broad 
director.  The  incision  is  continued  with  the  scissors  or  peritoneal 
scalpel  to  the  full  extent  of  the  incision  in  the  skin,  being  careful  to 
tie  or  secure  each  bleeding  vessel  by  a  pair  of  forceps  before  open- 
ing the  peritoneal  cavity.  The  surface  of  the  cyst,  as  soon  as  reach- 
ed, may  generally  be  recognized  by  its  pearly  hue.     If  on  reaching 
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the  cyst  it  is  found  to  have  such  adhesions  as  to  make  it  difficult  to 
distinguish  its  exact  boundaries,  it  is  better  to  empty  it  before  at- 
tempting to  separate  it  than  to  run  any  risk  either  of  separating  the 
peritoneum  from  the  abdominal  wall,  or  of  so  rupturing  the  cyst  that 
its  contents  will  escape  into  the  peritoneal  cavity. 

If  the  adhesions  are  loose  and  not  extensive,  and  the  cyst  has  been 
clearly  made  out,  adhesions  may  generally  be  easily  broken  up  by 
one  or  two  finger^ or  by  inserting  the  whole  hand  between  the  cyst 
and  the  abdominal  wall.  When  the  adhesions  have  been  separated 
and  the  tumor  is  free,  the  operator  will  select  the  most  prominent 
part  of  the  cyst,  and  with  the  trocar  in  his  right  hand,  plunge  it  well 
within  the  cavity,  at  the  same  time  drawing  back  the  point  from  the 
canula.  After  the  fluid  is  drained  away  sufficiently  to  reduce  the 
size  of  the  tumor  so  that  it  may  pass  through  the  abdominal  opening 
without  the  exercise  of  undue  force,  Nelaton's  cyst  forceps  are  placed 
over  the  puncture,  and  the  cyst  drawn  through  the  incision,  at  the 
same  time  breaking  down  any  adhesions  not  before  separated. 

The  assistant  opposite  the  operator  supports  the  edges  of  the  in- 
cision, preventing  prolapse  of  the  viscera,  while  the  assistant  at  the 
operator's  left  hand  supports  the  cyst  until  completely  separated, 
and  then  receives  it  in  a  towel  or  basin.  As  the  cyst  is  drawn  through 
the  opening,  the  bowels  are  protected  from  cooling,  or  from  escaping 
from  the  abdominal  cavity  by  a  flat  sponge  or  towel  wrung  out  of 
hot  water  passed  in  and  left  between  them  and  the  abdominal  wall. 

Having  drawn  out  the  cyst,  separated  the  adhesions  and  secured 
any  bleeding  vessels,  the  next  step  is  to  secure  the  pedicle. 

SECURING    THE    PEDICLE. 

Such  a  diversity  of  opinions  prevail  regarding  the  treatment  of  the 
pedicle  that  I  am  disposed  to  go  into  the  subject  quite  extensively. 
but  as  the  paper  has  already  reached  a  much  greater  length  than  I 
anticipated,  I  shall  not  go  into  the  subject  more  fully  than  to  treat 
the  question  briefly  under  two  heads  :  The  extra  and  the  intra-peri- 
toneal  method,  both  having  their  advocates. 

Of  late,  however,  dropping  the  pedicle  back  in  the  abdominal  cavi- 
ty is  more  in  use.     The  advantage  of  the  clamp  and  keeping  the 
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pedicle  in  view  is  to  control  the  escape  of  all  discharges  and  hemorr- 
hage, at  one  time  supposed  to  follow  the  dividing  of  a  pedicle.  The 
disadvantage  is  the  traction  on  the  uterus  and  the  soft  parts  from 
which  the  pedicle  sprung,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  the  abdomen  is  so 
deeply  drawn  in  by  a  short  pedicle  that  the  patient  is  in  more  or  less 
distress  all  the  time,  and  the  intestinal  disturbance  quite  marked.  If 
care  is  not  taken,  an  abdominal  hernia  will  surely  follow,  or  gan- 
grene of  the  stump.  Detachment  and  slipping  back  of  the  pedicle 
into  the  abdomen  has  been  observed.  If  the  pedicle  is  at  all  oede- 
matous,  as  is  often  the  case  in  very  large  cysts,  the  ligatures  must  be 
applied  with  the  utmost  care  and  precision. 

Before  giving  my  own  method  of  treating  the  pedicle,  I  shall  refer 
to  other  operators  whom  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  in  the 
last  three  years,  and  witnessing  several  operations  under  their  hands. 
Billroth  employs  both  the  ligature  and  the  cautery  (Paquelin's  ther- 
mo-cautery),  and  grasps  the  pedicle  low  down  at  right  angles  to  its 
vertical  axis,  with  a  pair  of  his  lock  clamps.  At  a  short  distance 
above  this  instrument  he  places  another  pair,  and  with  well  carboliz- 
ed  silk  ligature,  punctures  through  the  pedicle  at  short  distances,  if 
the  pedicle  be  wide,  with  a  blunt  needle.  He  then  firmly  ligates 
each  portion  included,  and  severs  the  tissue  with  cautery,  placing  a 
broad,  flat,  wet  sponge  under  the  pedicle  to  protect  the  parts  from 
the  hot  iron.  The  ends  of  the  stump  are  then  trimmed  off  close  to 
the  ligatures  and  dropped  back  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  Profes- 
sor Breisky,  of  Trague,  treats  his  cases  similarly,  using,  however,  car- 
bolized  cat-gut,  instead  of  silk  ;  he  also  resorts  to  the  extra-peritone- 
al method  more  than  other  German  operators.  •NussbaumJ'of  Mun- 
ich, separates  the  pedicle  the  same  as  the  others,  using  cat-gut  liga- 
tures, and  always  drops  the  pedicle  back. 

Schroeder,  of  Berlin,  draws  the  pedicle  well  out,  depressing  the 
abdomen  at  the  same  time,  and  spreads  the  tissue  out — placing  the 
pedicle  between  the  light  and  himself  to  avoid  wounding  any  blood 
vessels  when  passing  the  needle  through  with  the  ligature— carbolized 
cat-gut — and  leaves  the  pedicle  in  the  abdomen. 

Martin  follows  Schroeder's  plan ;  in  fact,  the  only  original  thing 


1884]  ^AMERICAN   OBSERVER.  S41 

he  ever  did  was  to  amputate  almost  every  woman's  cervix  that  pre- 
sented herself  at  his  free  dispensary  or  private  hospital. 

Lawson  Tait  uses  silk  ligatures — not  carbolized — and  resorts  to  a 
peculiar  knot,  called  by  him,  "Staffordshire  Knot,"  for  ligating  the 
pedicle.  The  explanation  and  cut  can  be  found  in  his  work  on 
"Diseases  of  the  Ovaries,"  page  287.  Mr.  Thornton,  of  the  Sama- 
ritan Hospital,  who  to  some  extent  has  superseded  Mr.  Wells  in  hos- 
pital work,  treats  the  pedicle  with  carbolized  cat-cut,  and  drops  the 
pedicle  back.  Dr.  Bantock,  a  colleague  of  Messrs.  Thornton  and 
Wells,  has  abandoned  the  clamps  altogether,  and  uses  clean  silk  liga- 
tures, not  carbolized. 

Mr.  T.  Spencer  Wells,  the  strongest  supporter  of  the  clamp  or  ex- 
tra-peritoneal method,  has,  of  late,  applied  the  carbolized  ligature  to 
the  pedicle,  and  although  still  advocating  the  clamp,  employs  the 
ligatures  the  most. 

Dr.  Thomas  Keith,  of  Edinburg,  to-day  the  recognized  authority 
in  Great  Britain,  on  ovariotomy,  uses  the  cautery,  as  introduced  by 
I.  Baker  Brown.  Is  it  not  singular  that  these  two  celebrated  opera- 
tors, brought  up  under  the  same  teacher,  should  hold  such  opposite 
views  on  the  same  subject  ?  To  the  last  gentleman  (Dr.  Keith)  we 
owe  much,  for  lowering  the  mortality  list  of  ovariotomy  under  his 
skillful  treatment  of  the  pedicle,  and  peritoneal  cavity,  aided  by 
drainage,  as  introduced  by  Koeberle,  of  Strassburg.  We  can  point 
with  pride  to  the  results  of  an  operation,  heretofore  regarded  as  a 
fatal  termination  of  a  grave  diseiase. 

Dr.  Keith's  method  of  treating  the  pedicle  is  the  same  as  I  have 
adopted,  since  my  return  from  Europe,  and  has  always  given  me  the 
best  of  satisfaction. 

After  evacuating  the  cyst  and  applying  the  clamp,  the  pedicle 
should  be  divided  about  one-half  to  a  full  inch  above  the  clamp, 
then  loosen  the  handles  of  the  clamp  and  crowd  it  to  the  center  of 
the  clamp  and  again  shut  down  on  the  mass.  After  this  the  end  of 
the  pedicle  should  be  slowly  cooked  with  a  hot  iron,  burn  off  the  al- 
ready cooked  part  down  to  the  clamp.  If  the  clamp  has  been  heat- 
ed enough  during  the  above  process,  a  substance  resembling  cold 
glue  will  appear   upon    the    surface   of  the   stump   as  well  as  th 
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serrated  indentations  of  the  edge  of  the  clamp.  The  cooling  of  the 
clamp  must  be  gradual  and  pedicle  secured,  for  later  inspection,  be- 
fore it  is  dropped  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  Dr.  Keith  states,  that 
only  once  in  his  experience,  did  he  ever  have  any  hemorrhage  follow 
the  release  of  the  clamp.  Several  times  I  have  added  a  carbolized 
cat-gut  ligature,  but  only  in  pedicles  that  were  very  short  and  broad. 

The  term  "  pocketing  "  the  pedicle  means  fastening  the  stump  of 
the  pedicle  in  the  lower  angle  of  the  incision,  a  method  now  seldom 
resorted  to. 

Hemorrhage  from  any  vessel  should,  if  possible,  be  controlled  by 
torsion  ;  avoid  leaving  ligatures.  If  a  careful  examination  is  made, 
the  blood  vessel  leading  up  to  the  oozing  can  be  found  and  controll- 
ed by  pressure. 

Before  closing  the  abdomen  the  other  ovary  should  be  inspected, 
and  if  found  diseased  in  anyway,  removed  by  clamp,  and  cautery 
applied  at  the  seat  of  the  separation  of  the  tissues. 

The  so-called  "  toilette  "  of  the  peritoneum  is  of  much  importance 
in  relation  to  the  success  of  the  operation.  If  by  accident  fluid  has 
escaped  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  it  must  be  carefully  removed  by 
soft  sponges,  and  if  much  oozing  has  followed,  "flooding  "  the  cavity 
with  warm  water  is  practiced  by  myself.  I  am  satisfied  that  m^ny 
cases  have  terminated  fatally  on  account  of  not  giving  sufficient  at- 
tention to  cleansing  the  peritoneal  cavity.  I  sometimes  add  Calen- 
dula tr.  to  the  water  used,  to  sponge  out  the  abdomen. 

Drainage  is  not  so  universally  employed  now  as  it  was  before  the 
antiseptic  method  came  into  practice.  When  extensive  adhesions 
have  been  found  and  much  oozing  takes  place,  it  may  be  necessary 
to  resort  to  drainage.  Dr.  Keith's  glass  drainage  tube,  which  is 
about  six  or  seven  inches  long  and  open  at  both  ends,  is  no  doubt 
the  most  preferable.  The  tube  should  be  introduced  well  down  into 
Douglas's  pouch  and  covered  with  a  fine  cup  sponge  to  absorb  any 
fluid  that  escapes.  I  usually  wash  the  sponge,  before .  placing  it 
over  the  tube,  in  a  2oj^  solution  of  carbolized  water  or  Listerine, 
The  tube  should  be  inserted  so  that  the  external  end  can  be  reached 
without  disturbing  the  other  dressing.     The  tube  can  be  removed  in 
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three  or  four  days.  Several  times  I  have  used  a  soft  rubber  tubing 
for  drainage,  but  glass  is  better.  Drainage  through  the  vagina  has 
been  abandoned  by  all  modern  operators. 

The  next  important  step  in  this  operation  is  closing  the  wound  of 
the  abdomen.  After  a  thorough  examination  as  to  hemorrhage  and 
restoration  of  the  intestines  and  omentum  to  their  proper  position 
(which  I  am  satisfied  will  to  some  extent  prevent  their  shifting  about 
afterwards  and  cause  pain),  I  place  a  fine  broad  flat  sponge  under 
the  edges  of  the  wound  to  absorb  any  blood  that  may  come  from  the 
puncture  of  the  needles  when  introducing  sutures.  The  selection  of 
the  needle  is  a  matter  of  personal  choice  ;  several  have  been  invent- 
ed, quite  ingenious  in  their  construction,  bu*t  the  needle  I  prefer, 
after  trying  several  kinds,  is  the  long  straight  ones  used  at  the  Sama- 
ritan Hospital,  London.     Before  an  operation  they  should  be  thread- 

• 

ed,  two  on  each  suture,  one  at  each  end,  wrapped  in  a  piece  of  cloth 
and  immersed  in  clean  water  near  at  hand  for  use.  The  suture  I 
prefer,  is  the  silkworm  gut ;  always  pass  the  needle  from  within  out- 
wards, including  about  half  an  inch  of  the  peritoneum,  bringing  the 
needle  through  the  abdominal  tissues,  nearly  three-quarters  of  an 
inch  from  the  ^argin.  The  sutures  should  be  placed  about  one 
inch  apart  and  the  ends  handed  to  an  assistant.  Close  the  margin 
of  the  wound  with  as  few  sutures  as  possible. 

External  Dresssings, — After  removing  the  Mackintosh,  the  surface 
should  be  thoroughly  cleaned  and  dried,  the  incision  covered  with 
oiled  silk,  and  the  abdomen  well  strapped  with  strips  of  adhesive 
plaster  about  two  feet  long  and  nearly  an  inch  in  width.  Cotton 
batting  or  marine  lint  should  then  be  applied,  making  a  large  soft 
pad,  followed  with  a  flannel  band,  covering  the  entire  abdomen. 

I  make  it  a  rule  to  have  the  patients's  bed  in  the  same  room  where 
I  operate,  and  during  the  operation  have  several  bottles  of  hot  water 
placed  between  the  bed  clothes,  which  will  assist  in  bringing  about  a 
reaction,  if  the  patient  is  exhausted  or  chilly.  In  placing  the  patient 
in  bed  always  provide  a  pad  or  pillow  to  support  the  knees,  and  keep 
her  on  the  back  the  first  twenty-four  hours. 

Before  leaving  the  room,  or  even  closing  the  wound  of  the  abdo- 
men, count  your  sponges  and  artery  clamps.     Of  the  former  I  use 
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fifteen*  of  the  latter,  twelve.  Never  permit  an  assistant  to  place  a 
sponge  in  the  abdominal  cavity  or  do  any  spongmg.  One  or  twice  I 
have  had  a  nurse  divide  a  sponge ;  this  should  not  be  allowed,  as  it 
may  lead  to  serious  complications. 

Always  be  prepared  to  meet  any  accident  that  may  arise.  Keep  a 
hyperdermic  syringe  filled  with  brandy  or  whisky  and  a  Davidson's 
family  syringe  near  at  hand  during  an  operation. 

I  should  mention  in  connection  with  this  part  of  my  subject,  the 
effect  of  foreign  bodies  left  in  the  abdominal  cavity  as  ligatures,  but 
as  the  paper  is  now  too  long,  I  will  omit  its  consideration  for  the 
present. 

AFTER  TREATMENT. 

It  is  to  this  part  of  the  treatment  of  ovariotomy  that  has  brought 
success  to  the  operators  employing  homoeopathic  remedies  under  the 
law  of  similars.  I  do  not  mean  remedies  prescribed  upon  the  expect- 
ant or  empirical  plan,  but  according  to  their  indications,  and  so  long 
as  the  mechanical  part  of  the  treatment  is  performed  correctly,  you 
may  depend  upon  success,  if  the  after  treatment  is  judiciously  carried 
out,  the  croakers  to  the  contrary.  I  have  seen  a  perfect  operation 
—one  deserving  success — ruined  by  opiates,  low  doses  of  Verat,  vir. 
(ten  to  fifteen  drops  of  the  mother  tincture),  and  Ipecac^  Ars.,  etc., 
prescribed  regardless  of  their  indications. 

Of  course,  success  also  depends  largely  upon  attention  to  minute 
details.  The  removal  of  the  cyst  is  but  part  of  a  grand  operation. 
Contingencies  and  complications  must  be  met,  and  are  expected  to 
be  provided  for  before  hand.  Stimulants  of  all  kinds  should  be  used 
sparingly.  Champagne  or  iced  champagne  is  a  valuable  aid  in  cases 
where  there  are  signs  of  exhaustion  and  nausea.  If  the  stomach  is 
sour,  a  little  iced  soda  water  will  often  be  grateful.  An  enema  of 
peptonoid  beef  will  also  be  appreciated,  but  should  be  given  in  small 
quantities  and  often.     Never  crowd  the  st9mach  or  rectum. 

Food  will  not  be  called  for  during  the  first  three  days,  as  a  usual 
thing.  A  liquid  diet  is  the  best,  such  as  milk,  gruel,  soups,  white  of 
egg  whipped  up  in  milk,  chicken  or  any  light  article  of  diet. 

Catheterization  of  a  patient  after  ovariotomy  is  of  no  small  import- 
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ance.  The  ordinary  catheters  are  made  with  such  large  eyelets  or 
slots,  that  if  passed  frequently,  they  soon  produce  an  irritation,  by 
having  the  mucous  membrane  forced  into  these  apertures,  lacerated 
and  torn.  Use  one  of  the  improved  instruments  with  small  perfora- 
ations,  and  a  coupling  attachment^  with  a  tube  to  convey  the  urine, 
along-side  of  the  bed,  thus  avoiding  the  necessity  of  using  a  cup, 
basin,. or  pan,  and  disturbing  your  patient.  It  is  necessary  to  pass 
the  catheter  about  every  six  or  eight  hours. 

For  flatulent  distension  of  the  intestines,  in  addition  to  Carbo  veg.y 
or  the  indicated  drug,  passing  a  large-sized  gum  elastic  catheter,  or 
what  is  better,  a  long  rectal  tube,  up  twelve  or  fourteen  inches,  will 
greatly  relieve  the  distress.  Attention  to  the  urine  from  time  to  time 
should  be' given,  and  any  abnormal  condition  found,  corrected.  Do 
not  urge  the  bowels  to  move  even  if  an  evacuation  does  not  take  place 
for  a  week  or  even  two  weeks.  If  an  accumulation  of  faecal  matter 
in  the  rectum  distresses  the  patient,  careful  injections  should  be  ad- 
ministered, and  the  bowels  allowed  to  move,  without  straining  on  the 
part  of  the  patient. 

For  the  first  few  days  keep  the  room  of  the  patient  as  quiet  as 
possible,  admitting  only  the  nurses. 

It  is  simply  impossible  to  lay  down  any  rule  or  guide  to  follow  in 
the  selection  of  remedies  for  the  after  treatment  of  cases  of  ovariato- 
my.  I  have  never  treated  two  cases  alike,  and  am  seldom  called 
upon  to  prescribe  the  same  class  of  remedies  every  time.  In  the 
treatment  of  ovariotomy  the  case  must  be  individualized  as  much  as 
any  other  disease. 

The  remedies  found  most  frequently  indicated  are  Aconite^  Apis^ 
Arsenicum^  Baptisia,  Camphor,  Capsicum,  Carbo  veg,^  China,  Conium, 
Coffea,  Colocynth,  Digatalis,  Gelseminum,  Hypericum — this  remedy 
very  frequently — Ipecac,  Lachesis,  Lycopodium,  Nux.  vom.,  Phos., 
Psorinum — used  in  the  sceptic  form  of  fever,  about  the  fifth  day — 
Plumbum,  St  ram.,  Rhus  tox.,  Teribinth,  Verat,  vir.,  with  of  course 
many  others  that  may  be  called  for  in  preference  to  the  above. 

The  dressings  should  not,  as  a  rule,  be  disturbed  for  three  or  four 

days.     If  a  drainnge  tube  is  employed,  examine  the  discharge  several 
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times  a  day.  If  the  discharge  ceases  suddenly,  pass  a  perfectly 
clean  gum  elastic  bougie  to  the  bottom  of  the  tuble  and  see  if  there 
be  any  obstruction.  The  contents  of  the  eyelet  of  the  catheter,  will 
also  show  you  the  character  of  the  discharge. 

Union  is,  usually,  by  first  intention. 

If  the  sutures  produce  any  local  irritation  after  the  fourth  day* 
they  must  be  removed  and  the  abdominal  wound  supported  by  ad- 
hesive strips.  Even  if  the  surface  of  the  incision  has  not  united,  the 
tissues  underneath  will  be  found  quite  firm.  The  union  of  an  ab- 
domidal  wound  depends  greatly  upon  the  manner  of  introducing  the 
deep  sutures.  I  have  seen  a  number  of  cases  where  gangrene  follow- 
ed the  introduction  of  too  many  sutures,  secured  by  lead  shields  or 
buck-shot. 

The  proper  time  to  remove  sutures  will  depend  upon  the  patient ; 
with  some,  five  or  six  days  will  suffice  to  obtain  good  union,  while 
with  others,  eight,  ten  or  even  twelve  days  will  not  be  too  long. 

Insist  upon  your  patients  wearing  an  abdominal  binder  or  support 

of  some  kind,  or  a  year  or  even  longer.     Several  times,  in  cases  upon 

which  I  have  operated,  this  precaution  was  not  properly  observed 
and  ventral  hernea  was  the  result. 

In  closing  this  subject  I  simply  desire,  in  a  brief  manner,  to  refer 
to  antiseptic  precautions,  in  connection  with  ovariotomy.  After 
talking  with,  and  listening  to  Mr.  Lister's  lectures  on  this  subject 
and  witnessing  his  clinical  work  in  the  hospital  wards,  I  came  home 
thoroughly  infatuated  with  its  importance  in  grave  operations,  and 
faithfully  carried  out  my  instructions  from  Mr.  Lister  in  this  branch, 
but  I  am  now  fully  satisfied  that  all  there  is  of  the  so-called  Listerian 
method  is  absolute  cleajiliness 

Regarding  the  spray  in  abdominal  surgery,  I  can  but  say,  the  use 
is  pernicious  in  its  effect  on  the  patient  and  will  soon  be  discarded 
by  all  operators. 

Mr.  Lawson  Tait  ridicules  the  Listerian  practice  and  employs  only 
clea7i  water  for  all  instruments,  sponges  and  ligatures.  Dr.  Keith,  in 
part,  has  also  abandoned  tne  practice.  Dr.  Bancock  claims  that  the 
carbolic  spray  produces  an  increase  of  temperature  and  has,  there- 
fore, given  it  up  in  his  intra-abdominal  surgery,  while  with  the  car- 
bolic spray,  Schroeder  and  Martin,  of  Berlin,  and  Mr.  Savage,  of 
Birmingham,  Eng,,  have  had  equally  as  good  results  as  the  former 
gentlemen,  who  have  thrown  up  the  practice.  Therefore  the  ques- 
tion has  been  narrowed  down  to  one  of  cleanliness ^  and  this  alone 
should  be  sufficient  to  immortalize  Mr.  Lister. 
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PROF.  S.  LILIENTHAL,  M.  D..  NEW  YORK  CITY,  EDITOR. 


COCAINUM  MURIATICUM. 


The  Dentist,  Dr.  Gillis,  in  Cologne,  uses  for  his  dental  operations 
a  watery  alcoholic  solution,  containing  20^  Cocainum  (Cocainum 
one  part,  water  three  parts,  rectified  alcohol  two  parts).  A  milder 
preparation  is  insufficient.  A  young  lady  suffered  from  an  acute  in- 
flammation of  the  pulpa  of  an  upper  later  incisor.  A  trial  to  re- 
move the  layer  of  dentine  with  the  extractor  was  so  painful,  that  the 
patient  jerked  her  head  away.  Some  cotton  was  saturated  with  the 
solution,  brought  into  the  carious  cavity,  the  patient  requested  to 
keep  back  her  saliva  and  the  cotton  left  in  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
after  its  removal  the  operation  could  be  performed  without  pain. 
After  another  renewaj  of  the  Cocaine  the  pulp  of  the  root  could  be 
extracted  without  pain,  and  the  tooth  filled  immediately  with  cement. 

In  any  case  where  the  cavity  must  be  prepared  for  the  operation 
of  filling  the  tooth,  the  use  of  the  solution  renders  the  sensitive  den- 
line  nearly  insensible,  and  dentists  ought  to  make  more  frequent  use 
of  it. 

Unna  recommends  Cocainum  for  sore  nipples.  Originally  he  used 
it  for  the  excruciating  pains  when  the  child  is  put  to  the  breast,  but  it 
is  also  to  be  the  curative  drug.  During  the  intervals  between  nursing 
he  applies  to  the  breast  a  weak,  %  to  i^,  solution.  After  one  or  two 
trials  nursing  is  already  less  painful,  and  in  a  few  days  the  nipple  is 
healed.  The  bitter  taste  of  the  solution  does  not  prevent  the  child 
from  nursing,  and  the  traces  of  it,  which  the  child  may  take  in,  will 
only  quiet  the  usually  restless  infant.  He  also  recommends  a  trial 
of  it  in  painful  cases  of  stomatitis  mercurialis  ;  in  fissured  painful 
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eczemata  of  the  anus  and  scrotum,  in  painful  ulcers  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremities. 

Zeller  applied  a  20^  solution  over  a  burn  of  the  second  degree  and 
it  reduced  the^pain  greatly.  In  another  case  he  pencilled  with  the 
same  solution  the  fauces  and  root  of  the  tongue,  and  extirpated  both 
tonsils.  A  woman  suffered  terribly  from  fungous  excrescences  of 
the  urethra,  he  applied  before  the  operation  the  2oj^  solution.  After 
a  few  minutes  all  pain  was  gone.  After  five  days  Cocaine  was  re-ap- 
plied, and  as  after  two  weeks  the  pain  did  not  return,  the  operation 
was  never  performed.  The  same  success  followed  a  pencilling  of  a 
painful,  eroded  and  inflamed  haemorrhoidal  knob. 

In  vomiting  of  pregnancy  the  results  are  not  so  uniform.  Still 
Hoyt,  of  Berlin,  succeeded  in  a  case,  after  giving  three  times  ten 
drops  of  a  3^  solution.  In  the  vomiting  of  hysterical  women  it  fail- 
ed in  several  cases. 

Dr.  A.  Blumenfeld  recommends  it  for  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  urethra,  where  catheterizing  is  difficult  on  account  of  the  sensi- 
tiveness of  the  patient.  He  injects  a  small  syringe  full  of  a  2-3^  so- 
lution carefully  into  the  urethra,  which  is  kept  closed  for  several 
minutes  with  the  finger,  and  the  urethra  loses  thus  its  sensitiveness  for 
about  half  an  hour.  No  alcohol  ought  to  be  used  in  preparing  the 
solution. 

Dr.  Lublinski,  Berlin,  considers  it  a  valuable  anaestheticum  and 
analyticum  in  acute  angina  and  tonsillitis  ;  as  after  penciling  the 
fauces  and  the  tonsils  with  a  20^  solution  deglutition  is  rendered 
more  easy  and  less  painful. 

Dr.  Ernst  Fraenkel,  Breslau,  uses  it  frequently  for  gynaecological 
purposes  :  i.  Anaesthetic — {a)  before  intensive  cauterization  of  the 
vulvar  and  vaginal  mucous  membrane,  as  e.  g.,  in  acute  and  subacute 
vulvitis  and  colpitis  gonorrhoica  before  cauterizing  it  with  nitrate  of 
silver  in  substance  or  before  pencilling  with  concentrated  solution  of 
corrosive  mercury  ;  {H)  for  ablation  of  small  superficial  proliferations 
on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  vulva,  as  pointed  condylomata  or 
caruncles  of  the  urethra ;  {c)  in  very  sensitive  women  before  ab- 
straction of  blood,  cauterization  of  the  portio  vaginalis,  perhaps  also 
before  using  the  curette  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  ; — (2)  to  diminish 
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reflex  irritability — {a)  during  temporary  vaginismus,  before  introduc- 
tion of  vaginal  dilators;  the  patient  may  even  pencil  herself  immedi- 
ately before  cohabitation ;  (b)  in  rectal  spasm  from  fissures,  so  that 
the  operation  may  be  performed  without  narcosis,  perhaps  also  as 
analyticum  before  defecation. 

Prgf.  Pick  uses  endermatic  inunctions  of  Cocaine  in  lupus  before 
cauterization,  which  thus  can  be  done  nearly  painless. 

Med.  Neuigkertefiyjy  iSS^, 


Myxcedema. — Brandes  (Copenhagen)  considers  as  characteristic 
of  Myxcedema  the  peculiarly  dense  oedema,  which  does  not  give  way 
to  the  pressure  of  the  finger.  The  face  is  bloated,  lips  and  alaenasi 
thickened,  the  lids  oedematous,  and  the  eyes  turned  somewhat  side- 
ways, looking  more  of  the  mongolian  type.  The  expression  of  the 
face  is  sleepy  and  dull,  corresponding  fully  with  the  bodily  and  men- 
tal laziness,  steadily  increasing  during  the  course  of  the  disease  ; 
tongue  and  fauces  swollen,  as  if  too  large  for  the  mounth.  Speech 
slow,  monotonous,  scanding,  with  nasal  timbre.  Teeth  and  nails 
atrophied ;  dysphagia.  The  oedematous  swelling  extends  over  the 
whole  body,  also  hands  and  feet.  The  skin  is  dry,  rough,  without 
secretion  of  sweat  or  fat.  There  is  atrophy  of  the  thyroid  gland, 
whereas  in  the  supra-clavicular  region  some  of  the  glands  seen  to  be 
enlarged.  General  muscular  debility,  mostly  subnormal  tempera- 
ture. Urine  subfinem,  albuminous.  Appetite  poor  ;  defecation  dif- 
ficult, perhaps  on  account  of  the  swollen  mucous  membrane  of  the 
rectum.  Somnolence,  weakness  of  memory,  disturbance  of  sensory 
functions.  The  disease  attacks  mostly  grown  persons,  especially 
women,  very  rarely  adolescents  or  children.  Social  position  and 
climate,  syphilis  and  alcoholismus  seem  to  be  without  influence. 
Anatomically  we  always  meet  a  diminution  of  the  thyroid  gland 

(Hadden,  England).  The  connective  tissue  of  the  whole  body  is, 
according  to  Ort,  tensely  swollen  or  partially  in  a  state  of  mucous 
degeneration.  Changes  in  the  functions,  perhaps  also  in  the  struc- 
ture of  the  plexuses  of  the  sympatheticus,  may  be  its  cause.  Jabor- 
andi  has  so  far  only  showed  a  transitory  improvement. 

B.  M.  W.,  J7,  1884. 
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PROFESSIONAL  ANCESTRY. 


Among  the  earliest  emblems  of  medical  power  and  authority  was 
the  cane,  carved  after  various  fantastic  devices,  and  the  true  origin 
of  which  is  couched  in  as  many  theories  as  the  subject  has  had 
writers.  It  has  been  believed  by  some  to  have  had  its  origin  in  em- 
blematic relation  to  the  serpent,  which  Moses  lifted  for  the  healing 
of  snake-bitten  Israelites,  and  others  have  claimed  to  trace  it  to  the 
fasces  or  rod  bundles  of  the  Roman  lictors.  History  tells  us  that  in 
the  College  of  Physicians,  London,  may  be  seen  the  gold-headed 
cane  which  was  carried  successively  by  Radcliffe,  commencing  in 
1669,  by  Mead,  Asken,  Pitcairn  and  Baillie,  and  upon  it  were  en- 
graved the  arms  which  these  celebrities  assumed.  The  cane  sur- 
mounted by  a  knob,  in  which  was  encased  a  vinaigrette,  which  was 
invariably  held  to  the  nose  of  the  attendant,  as  he  approached  his 
patient,  to  guard  against  infection. 

The  canes  of  celebrated  physicians  seem  to  have  been  invested  by 
the  fancies  of  their  medical  successors,  with  some  cabalistic  healing 
power,  derived  from  their  association  with  the  professional  career  of 
their  former  possessor,  and  if  this  occult  therapeutic  charm  had  been 
trusted,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  abominable  conglomerations  which 
were  sometimes  resorted  to,  we  doubt  not  the  necrological  returns 
would  have  demonstrated  the  superiority  of  the  cane. 

The  time  was  when  surgery  and  the  tonsorial  art  had  but  one  rep- 
resentative ;  or  in  other  words,  when  the  barbers  were  the  only  sur- 
geons, and  long  after  the  two  vocations  were  separated,  both  the 
surgeons  and  barbers  were  required,  by  law,  to  display  a  striped  pole 
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to  indicate  their  business  ;  the  barber's  simply  blue  and  white,  with 
no  other  adornment,  while  the  surgeon's  like  the  barber's  in  every 
other  respect,  was  required  to  be  embellished  with  a  gallipot  and  red 
rag. 

Imagine  a  sufferer  with  defective  eyes,  and  a  lacerated  hand  run- 
ing  round  in  the  dim  light,  interviewing  numerous  barber  poles  for 
an  hour  or  two,  until  his  eyes  are  at  last  gladdened  by  the  sight  of  a 
gallipot  and  red  rag  ! 

The  wigy  too,  was  considered  no  less  important  a  part  of  the  medi- 
cal outfit  than  the  cane,  and  their  united  use  comes  down  to  us  im- 
mortalized  in  the  following  verse  : 

"  Physic  of  old  her  entry  made, 
Beneath  the  immense  full-bottomed  shade  ; 
While  the  gilt  cane  with  solemn  pride, 
To  each  sagacious  nose  applied, 
Seemed  but  a  necessary  prop 
To  bear  the  weight  of  wig  at  top." 

Medical  quackery  is  as  old  as  the  profession,  and  its  history  teach- 
es us  that  gullibility  has  been  confined  to  no  age.  So  long  as  un- 
principled pretenders  are  found  to  proclaim  impossibilities,  and  coin 
bad  promises,  the  world  will  furnish  the  necessary  throng  of  willing 
victims  to  make  the  trade  lucrative,  if  not  respectable.  Probably 
the  most  magnificent  quacks  were  the  brothers  Taylor,  of  Yorkshire. 
The  term  heroic  would  do  but  feeble  justice  to  their  vigorous  meth- 
od§*  They  bled  by  the  gallon,  and  drugged  by  the  pound,  and  are 
said  to  have  bought  Glauber's  salts  by  the  ton.  Once  a  week  they 
held  a  kind  of  Medical  Inquisition  and  bled  the  poor  gratis.  Ar- 
ranging them,  twenty-five  at  a  time,  along  a  wooden  trough,  one  ap- 
plied the  ligature  and  the  other  opened  the  vein.  Broth  was  order- 
ed by  them  to  be  taken,  a  quart  every  hour. 

Chevalier  Taylor,  the  most  renowned  mountebank  of  his  time,  was 
smiled  upon  by  royalty,  and  but  for  his  quackish  propensities,  would 
have  been  an  ornament  to  the  profession.  He  was  an  oculist,  and 
we  quote  from  his  lecture  before  the  students  of  Oxford  : 

"  The  eye,  most  illustrious  sons  of  the  muses,  most  learned  Oxoni- 
ans, whose  fame  I  have  heard  celebrated  in  all  parts  of  the  globe -^ 
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the  eye,  that  most  amazing,  that  stupendious,  that  comprehending, 
that  incomprehensible,  that  miraculous  organ,  the  eye,  is  the  Proteus 
of  the  passions,  the  herald  of  the  mind,  the  interpreter  of  the  heart, 
and  the  window  of  the  soul.  The  eye  has  dominion  over  all  things. 
The  world  was  made  for  the  eye  and  the  eye  for  the  world.  My 
subject  is  light,  most  illustrious  sons  of  literature — intellectual  light. 
Ah  !  my  philosophical,  metaphysical,  my  classical,  mathematical, 
mechanical,  theological,  my  critical  audience,  my  subject  is  the  eye. 
You  are  the  eye  of  England !  England  has  two  eyes — Oxford  and 
Cambridge.  You  are  the  right  eye  of  England,  the  elder  sister  in 
science,  and  the  first  fountain  of  learning  in  all  Europe  !  [  Who 
would  not  have  been  an  Oxonian  !  but  the  trouble  was,  when  he  was 
at  Cambridge,  Oxford  was  only  the  left  eye.]  The  eye  is  the  hus- 
band of  the  soul !  The  eye  is  indefatigable.  The  eye  is  an  angelic 
f:iculty.  The  eye  in  this  respect  is  a  female.  Here  you  have  sur- 
prise, gentlemen  ;  here  you  have  delight ;  here  you  have  terror  !*' 
"Oh  !"  exclaimed  one  of  the  undergraduates,  "there  is  no  merit  in 
that,  for  you  tell  us  beforehand  what  the  emotion  is.  Now  next  time 
say  nothing,  and  let  me  guess  what  the  feeling  is  you  desire  to  ex- 
press." "Certainly,"  said  the  obliging  doctor,  "nothing  could  be 
more  reasonable  in  the  way  of  a  proposition.     Now,  then,  sir,  what 

is  this?"     "Oh veneration,  I  suppose."     Certainly,   quite    right; 

and  this?  "Pity."  "Of  course,  sir,  you  see  it  is  impossible  for  an 
observant  gentleman  like  yourself  to  misunderstand  the  language  of 
the  eye."  And  of  course  he  assented  to  the  first  guess,  however  far 
it  might  be  from  the  emotion  he  designed  to  express. 

It  seems  that  as  far  back  as  1500,  various  forms  of  quackery  had 
assumed  such  dimensions  as  to  require  the  restraining  influence  of 
the  regular  faculty;  and  by  permission  of  Henry  VIH,  the  College 
Physicians  was  organized,  and  Dr.  Linacre,  who  was  in  turn  Physic- 
ian to  Henry  VII,  VIII,  and  Edward  VI,  was  its  first  President. 
The  original  charter,  after  berating  the  ignorant  pretenders  whose 
career  it  was  designed  to  curtail,  closes  thus  : 

"  Common  artificers,  as  smiths,  weavers,  and  women,  boldly  and 
accustomably  took  upon  them  great  cures,  to  the  high  displeasure  of 
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God,  (it  does  not  state  by  what  method  they  discovered  the  omni- 
potent anger,  though  the  asservation  is  unequivocal,)  great  infamy 
of  the  faculty,  and  the  grievous  hurt,  damage  and  destruction  of 
the  King's  liege  people."  If  the  hurt  damage  and  destruction  of 
these  quacks  was  any  more  grievous  than  that  to  which  the  people 
were  exposed  by  their  accusers,  then  indeed  did  they  merit  the  dis- 
pleasure of  God,  for  we  find  Sir  Theodore  Mayerne,  Physician  to 
several  of  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe  prescribing  "  a  monthly 
excess  of  wine  and  food  as  a  fine  stimulant  to  J;he  system,"  and 
though  an  execrable  prescription,  one  which  would  make  him  a 
popular  prescriber  if  he  lived  at  the  present  day.  Dr.  Sherly, 
another  court  physician,  is  said  to  have  given  habitually  to  his 
patients  20  grain  doses  of  Calomel,  and  amongst  his  elegant  com- 
pounds were  enumerated  such  delicacies  "raspings  of  a  human  skull, 
unburied"  and  for  hypochondriacs  the  "balsam  of  bats"  in  which  he 
incorporated  worms,  whelps,  and  adders.  Imagine  a  fastidious,  pam- 
pered  hypochondriac  of  the  present  day  regaling  herself  upon  a  stew 
of  that  kindf  and  if  this  was  regular^  to  what  sublime  heights  in  the 
art  of  conglomeration  must  not  those  artizan  quacks  have  reached. 
It  is  not  surprising  to  us,  after  an  analysis  of  a  few  of  the  doctor's 
favorite  prescriptions,  that  he  had  firm  faith  in  amulets  and  charms. 
Dr.  Bulleyn  has  imortalized  himself  in  his  description  of  the  thera- 
peutical properties  of  **figges,"  of  which  he  says:  "Figges  be  good 
against  melancholy  and  falling  evil,  to  be  eaten.  Also,  figges  make 
a  good  gargarism  to  cleanse  the  throates."  Bulleyn  prescribed  for  a 
certain  nervous  malady  in  a  child,  a  small  young  mouse  roasted,  and 
advises  snails  sodden  in  white  wine  with  oyle  and  sugar  as  very  hol- 
some,  because  they  be  boat  and  very  moist,  for  the  straightness  of 
the  lungs  and  cold  cough.  He  bitterly  opposes  witches,  and  con- 
cludes his  opinion  of  them  in  these  quaint  and  forcible  words  :  "  I 
could  reherse  an  hundred  such  knackes  of  these  holy  gossips.  They 
fyer  take  them  all,  for  they  be  God's  enemies."  Sir  Kenelm,  in 
1632,  discovered  an  agent  which  he  called  "  sympathetic  powder." 
Any  piece  of  the  apparel  of  the  wounded  person,  on  which  was  the 
slightest  stain  from  the  wound,  being  dipped  in  a  solution  of  the 
43 
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powder,  healing  commenced  forthwith.  It  is  related  that  a  man,  in 
an  attempt  to  separate  two  friends  engaged  in  a  duel,  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  hand.  Four  days  after  the  accident,  when  the 
wound  was  inflamed  and  exceedingly  painful,  it  is  said  that  at  Sir 
Kenelm's  request  the  wounded  man  gave  him  his  garter,  which  was 
stained  with  his  blood.  He  then  dipped  the  garter  in  a  solution  of 
his  sypathetic  powder,  without  the  injured  man's  knowledge,  when 
instantly  the  sufferer  started.  "  What  ails  you  ?"  inquired  Sir  Ken- 
elm.  "  I  don't  k»ow,"  was  the  reply,  "  but  I  find  that  I  feel  no  more 
pain.  Methinks  that  a  pleasing  kind  of  freshness,  as  it  were,  a  cold 
napkin  did  spread  over  my  hand,  which  hath  taken  away  the  inflam- 
mation that  tormented  me  before."  It  would  be  considered  a  pleas- 
ing kind  of  "  freshness,"  indeed,  at  this  day  that  would  credit  a  cure 
of  that  kind.  It  is  further  stated  that  a  few  hours  later  Sir  Kenelm, 
to  show  the  power  of  his  powder,  took  the  garter  from  the  fluid  and 
dried  it  before  the  fire,  and  scarcely  was  it  dried  before  a  servant 
came  rushing  in,  saying  that  the  hand  was  worse  than  ever — burning 
hot,  as  if  it  were  between  two  coals  of  fire.  The  servant  was  assured 
that  relief  would  be  experience  before  he  could  reach  his  master,  and 
the  garter  was  returned  to  the  solution  with  the  same  result  as  before. 

The  physicians  of  the  17th  and  17th  centuries,  in  their  social  hab- 
its, were  strange  compounds  of  the  most  superstitious  bigotry,  and 
unrestrained  conviviality.  Their  offices  were  usually  the  coffee  and 
ale  houses  adjacent  to  their  lodgings,  and  here  they  met  their  apothe- 
caries, cursed  their  opponents,  and  cracked  their  jokes. 

Many  rich  anecdotes  have  been  told  of  Dr.  Garthe,  who  flourished 
in  London  the  early  part  of  1700.  When  reminded  once  at  the  wine 
table  of  his  duty  to  his  patients,  he  said  "  It's  no  great  matter  wheth- 
I  see  them  or  not,  for  nine  of  them  have  such  bad  constitutions  that 
all  the  physicians  in  the  world  could  not  save  them,  and  the  other 
six  have  such  good  ones  that  all  the  physicians  in  the  world  can't  kill 
them." 

Dr.  John  Radcliffe,  who  flourished  in  the  days  of  James  II,  claims 
more  than  a  passing  notice.  Though  of  humble  extraction,  he  was 
an  uncompromising  Jacobite  and  virulent  partisan  of  the  house  of 
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Stewart.  What  he  lacked  in  culture  he  more  than  supplied  in  facial 
development.  After  his  natural  force  of  character  and  his  medical 
reputation  had  lifted  him  on  to  intimate  terms  with  the  aristocracy, 
and  even  royalty,  he  set  up  the  claim  of  aristocratic  descent,  and 
was  seconded  by  the  Earl  of  Derwentwater,  who  owned  him  as  a 
kinsman.  He  was  one  of  the  few  physicians  of  his  time  who  had 
the  temerity  to  treat  his  royal  patrons  with  no  greater  consideration 
than  he  allowed  their  subjects.  One  day,  when  called  upon  to  see 
the  Princess  Ann,  with  all  the  glorious  freedom  and  royal  liberty 
that  wine  could  inspire,  banging  his  fist  on  the  table,  he  shouted  to 
the  messenger :  "Tell  her  royal  Highness  that  her  distemper  is 
nothing  but  [the  vapors.  She's  in  as  good  a  state  of  health  as  any 
woman  breathing,  only  she  can't  make  up  her  mind  to  believe  it." 
When  King  William's  oedematous  legs  were  uncovered  for  his  inspec- 
tion, he  is  said  to  have  exclaimed  :  "  I  would  not  have  your  majes- 
ty's legs  for  your  three  kingdoms."  And,  what  is  most  surprising, 
his  boorishness  did  not  deprive  him  of  the  royal  patronage.  To  a 
lady  who  consulted  him  for  nervous  singing  in  the  head,  he  prescrib- 
ed curling  her  hair  with  a  ballad.  ' 

If  this  had  occurred  half  a  century  later,  the  College  of  Physicians 
would  hkve  tried  him  for  medical  heresy,  or  as  an  advocate  of  the 
law  of  Similia,  D.  D.  Bartholomew  M.  D. 


Diphtheria  and  Micrococci. — (Journal  Amer.  Med.  Ass'n.) — 
According  to  the  remarks  of  Dr.  H.  C.  Wood,  in  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society,  there  is  in  the  ordinary 
natural  saliva  of  every  person's  mouth,  a  micrococcus  or  plant  that 
cannot  be  distinguished  from  the  micrococcus  of  the  most  malignant 
diphtheria;  they  were,  asiar  as  could  be  discovered,  identical.  The 
same  micrococci  were  found  in  great  abundance  in  cases  of  puerpe- 
ral metritis,  sloughing  sores,  and  gangrenous  wounds  ;  from  which 
he  infers  that  diphtheria  is  not  a  specific  disease,  but  simply  a  putrid 
or  septic  sore  throat,  of  greater  or  less  severity  in  different  cases. 
This  is  returning  very  nearly  to  the  opinions  derived  from  clinical 
observation  fifty  years  since. 
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THE  THERAPEUTIC  USE  OF  HOT  WATER  TAKEN 

INTERNALLY* 


This  is  the  subject  of  a  very  interesting  article  by  Dr.  Ephriam 
Cutter  in  GaillarcTs  Medical  Journal.  The  article  starts  out  with  a 
resume  of  the  history  of  this  therapeutic  measure.  It  originated  in 
1858  with  Dr.  James  N.  Salisbury,  who  undertook  a  series  of  ex- 
tended experiments  with  a  view  to  demonstrating  the  correctness  of 
of  the  theory  on  the  strength  of  which  the  practice  is  based.  Its 
object  is  to  remove  from  the  stomach  the  results  of  processes  com- 
plicating digestion,  but  not  necessarily  a  part  of  it,  the  principal  of 
these  processes  being  fermentation.  The  results  of  fermentation  in 
the  stomach  are  acetic,  butyric,  hydrosulphuric,  lactic  and  saccharic 
acids,  and  sulphide  of  ammonium,  vegetations  and  yeasts.  The  ab- 
sorption of  these  gives  rise  to  a  variety  of  constitutional  disturbances, 
which  may  even  result  in  organic  trouble,  the  seat  of  this  organic 
trouble  being  the  lungs,  the  liver  and  the  kidneys,  or  other  organs. 
It  is  probably  generally  well  krit)wn,  that  Dr.  Salisbury  associates 
the  absorption  of  these  products  of  fermentation  very  directly  with 
the  causation  of  phthisis  pulmonalis,  and  it  is  upon  the  same  assump- 
tion of  this  connection  of  cause  and  effect  that  he  bases  his  well- 
known  treatment  of  this  disease  by  raw  meat  diet  and  copious  wash- 
ings of  the  stomach  with  hot  water.  Dr.  Cutter  is  an  enthusiastic 
disciple  of  Dr.  Salisbury,  and  has  done  probably  more  than  Dr.  Sal  - 
isbury  himself  to  familiarize  the  profession  with  the  latter's  peculiar 
views  and  practices.  The  article  gives  explicit  directions  for  the 
carrying-out  of  this  hot  water  treatment: 

I.  The  water  must  be  hot — not  cold  or  lukewarm.     The  reasons 

*Therapeutic  Gazette. 
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for  this  are  principally  that  cold  water  depresses,  and  lukewarm  ex- 
cites vomiting.  By  hot  water  is  meant  a  temperature  of  no  to  150° 
Fahrenheit,  such  as  is  commonly  liked  in  the  use  of  tea  and  coffee. 

2.  As  to  the  quantity  of  water:  The  commencing  amount  should 
not  be  less  than  half  a  pint,  which  amount  must  be  gradualy  increased 
with  the  capacity  of  the  patient,  until  the  specific  gravity  of  the 
urine  stands  at  1,015  to  1,020,  the  best  standard  of  health.  If  on  ex- 
amination of  the  urine  the  specific  gravity  stands  at  1,030  more  hot 
water  should  be  druYik.  On  the  other  hand,  should  it  fall  to  1,010, 
the  amount  should  be  decreased. 

3.  The  time  for  taking  hot  water  is  an  hour  or  two  before  each 
meal  and  half  an  hour  before  retiring. 

4.  The  water  should  not  be  drunk  too  fast.  It  should  rather  be 
sipped,  so  that  the  stomach  may  not  be  so  rapidly  distended  as  to 
make  it  feel  uncomfortable. 

5.  The  length  of  time  during  which  this  hot  water  treatment  should 
be  continned  is  six  months,  this  time  being  usually  required  to  thor- 
oughly wash  out  the  liver  and  intestines. 

6.  Should  it  be* desired  to  add  to  the  palatability  of  the  hot  water 
it  may  be  medicated  with  clover  blossom  tea,  ginger,  lemon  juice,  sage, 
and  even  occasionaly  sulphate  of  magnesia.  Where  the  thirst  is  in- 
tense a  pinch  of  chloride  of  calcium  or  nitrate  of  potash  may  be 
added. 

7.  The  amount  of  liquid  to  be  drunk  at  a  meal  should  not  exceed 
eight  ounces.  This  amount  should  not  be  exceeded,  in  order  that 
the  gastric  juice  may  not  be  unduly  diluted,  or  the  contents  of  the 
stomach  prematurely  washed  out. 

It  is  claimed  that  under  this  treatment  the  faeces  become  black, 
the  discoloration  being  due  to  the  washing  of  the  bile  down  its  nor- 
mal channel.  While  this  blackness  may  last  for  more  than  six 
months  the  foetid  odor  of  ordinary  faeces  is  abated  and  the  smell 
approximates  that  of  the  faeces  of  healthy  suckling  infants.  The 
urine  becomes  as  clear  as  champagne,  free  from  deposit  on  cooling 
and  free  from  odor.  The  various  secreting  organs  are  said  to  im- 
prove as  to  their  functions  and  a  general  feeling  of  well-doing  takes 
possession  of  the  hitherto  overladen  and  consequently  inactive  body. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  general  conclusions  on  the 
therapeutical  drinking  of  hot  water  as  given  by  Dr.  Cutter:  He 
claims  to  be  the  foundation  for  all  treatment  of  chronic  diseases.  It 
excites  downward  peristalsis.  It  relieves  spasms  or  colic  of  the 
bowels  by  applying  the  relaxing  influence  of  heat  inside  the  alimen- 
tary canal,  just  as  heat  applied  outside  the  abdomen  relieves.  It 
dilutes  the  ropy  secretions  of  the  whole  body  and  renders  them  less 
adhesive,  sticky  and  tenacious.  It  is  an  inside  bath.  It  dissolves 
the  abnormal  crystalized  substance  that  may  be  in  the  blood  and 
rine.  It  washes  down  the  bile,  mucus,  yeast  and  waste,  and  thus 
leaves  the  stomach  fresh  and  clean  for  the  function  of  digestion.  It 
promotes  elimination  everywhere. 

It  is  necessary  in  conducting  this  treatment  that  the  stomach 
should  be  rid  of  the  hot  water  before  meals  and  this  for  resons  too 
obvious  to  require  mention. 

While  we  think  it  possible  that  Dr.  Cutter  has  attached  undue  val- 
ue to  this  means  of  cu»e,  we  cannot  dispute  the  fact  that  the  number 
of  cases  to  which  it  is  applicable  is  great.  We  should  think  it  pecu- 
liarly applicable  in  the  case  of  those  who  habitually  gorge  them- 
selves, and  whose  systems  are  always  overloaded  with  matter  which 
the  emunctory  organs,  constantly  overtaxed,  are  unable  to  eliminate 
from  the  system.  The  thorough  washing  out  which  copious 
draughts  of  hot  water  would  favor  must  be  very  beneficial  in  cases 
of  this  kind. 


OLD  AGE. 


The  New  York  Medical  Times  says  :  "  Whether  the  tradition 
which  has  come  down  to  us  of  the  long  lives  of  the  antediluvians, 
extending  through  hundreds  of  years,  is  true  or  not,  there  is  no 
doubt  that,  if  a  man  can  escape  the  various  forms  of  acute  disease, 
with  proper  mental  and  physical  hygienic  care,  life  may  be  prolong- 
ed with  such  comfort  as  to  be  full  of  enjoyment  past  even  four  score 
years  and  ten.  Dr.W.  O.  Dawson,  in  a  recent  number  of  Knowledge 
has  discussed  the  subject  with  a  good  deal  of  skill,  and  Mr.  De  Lacy 
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Evens,  as  well  as  other  writers,  in  recent  investigations,  have  estab- 
lished some  very  interesting  and  valuable  facts. 

Anatomical  research  has  demonstrated  that  the  principal  charac- 
teristic of  old  age  is  a  deposition  of  fibrous,  gelatinous  and  earthy 
deposits  in  the  system.  The  slow  but  steady  deposition  of  calcare- 
ous matter  throughout  the  system  is  the  real,  change  which  pro- 
duces old  age,  seen  in  the  failure  of  the  heart's  action,  the  stiff- 
•  ened  limbs,  impaired  digestion,  and  wasting  mental  and  physical 
powers.  The  calcareous  deposits  in  the  heart  and  arteries,  caus- 
ing partial  ossification  of  the  heart  valves  and  arterial  tissue,  im- 
pede the  circulation,  and  by  shutting  off  the  supply  of  blood 
necessary  to  nutrition  produce  mental  and  physical  starvation 
and  senile  decay.  The  fibrinous  and  gelatinous  accumulations  of 
old  age,  the  former  being  an  oxide  of  albumen,  and  the  latter  an 
oxide  or  fibrine,  deposited  by  the  blood  in  the  blood  vessels  and 
tissues,    lessening  the  calibre  of  the  vessels  and   diminishing  their 

strength,  leading  to  induration,  are  chiefly  tracable  to  the  chemi- 
cal action  of  atmospheric  oxygen. 

It  has  been  proved  by  analyses  that  human  blood  contains 
compounds  of  lime,  magnesia  and  iron,  and  as  blood  is  made 
from  the  assimilation  of  food,  it  is  to  the  food  we  must  look  for 
the  origin  of  those  earthy  deposits  which  give  us  the  senile  de- 
mentia and  the  decreptitude  of  old  age.  The  earthy  salts  enter 
into  almost  every  article  of  food,  but  in  some  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  others,  notably  the  cereals  and  other  nitrogenized  food. 
The  careful  researches  of  Mr.  De  Lacy  Evens  show  that  the  follow- 
ing articles  of  food  contain  least  of  the  earth  salts:  i.  Fruits,  chiefly 
owing  to  their  lac^  of  nitrogen.  2.  Fish  ^and  poultry.  3.  Young 
mutton  and  veal.  Old  mutton  and  beef,  from  their  age,  contain  a 
large  amount  of  earthy  matter.  As  old  age  approaches,  and  the 
necessity  for  active  physical  labor  diminishes,  we^  should  naturally 
select  the  food  containing  the  least  amount  of  earthy  matter,  en- 
deavoring at  the  same  time  to  counteract  the  excessive  amount  of 
atmospheric  oxygen,  and  as  far  as  possible  dissolve  partially  formed 
calcareous  concretions.  Recent  investigations,  especially  those  of 
Mr.  De  Lacy  Evens,  show  that  pure  water,  either  distilled  in  retorts 
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or  in  the  laboratory  of  the  earth,  bubling  up  pure  and  clear  as  crys- 
tal from  certain  springs,  and  dilute  phosphoric  acid,  possess  this 
power  to  a  "wonderful  extent.  The  solvent  properties  of  perfectly 
pure  water  is  so  great  that  it  has  a  powerful  action  in  disolving  and 
excreting  those  earthy  salts  which  are  blocking  up  the  great  blood 
vessels  and  in  preventing  their  undue  deposit.  It  has  seemed  to  us 
the  wonderful  power  which  such  natural  waters  as,  for  instance,  the 
Clysmic^  have  shown  in  their  action  upon  fibrous  and  gelatinous  de- 
posits, in  clearing  the  system  of  an  excess  of  earthy  salts  in  old  age, 
and  in  their  action  in  gout,  rheumatism,  fevers,  diabetes  and  neph- 
ritic troubles,  depends  quite  as  much  upon  the  solvent  action  of  the 
great  purity  of  the  water  as  upon  any  purely  medicinal  action  they 
may  possess. 

Phosphoric  acid^  by  its  great  affinity  for  oxygen,  checks  the  fibrous 
and  gelatinous  deposits  which,  as  we  have  said,  are  an  oxide  of  fib- 
rine  and  of  albumen,  prevents  the  accumulation  of  earthy  salts  and 
aids  in  their  elimination.     The  hypophosite  possess  a  like  action. 

In  conclusion,  to  retard  old  age  and  keep  the  mind  fresh  and  vig- 
orous to  the  last,  as  the  sun  of  our  life  turns  the  meridian  and  de- 
cends  towards  its  setting,  keep  up  in  a  less  degree  than  formerly, 
but  still  keep  up  some  active  physical  and  mental  labor,  avoid  food 
rich  in  the  earth  salts,  and  take  daily  two  or  three  tumblers  of  distil- 
led water,  or  such  natral  water  as  the  Clysmic^  adding  to  each  glass- 
ful ten  or  fifteen  drops  of  dilute  phosphoric  acid.  The  brain  will  be 
clearer,  the  physical  exertion  less  painful  and  difficult,  and  the  close 
of  life  come  more  like  the  sun  setting  in  a  golden  brightness  than  as 
we  often  see  it,  in  clouds  and  darkness." 


Obesity. — (Journal  Amer.  Med.  Ass'n.) — Dr.  Ebstein's  much 
talked^of  treatise  on  the  cause  and  cure  of  obesity  has  appeared  in 
an  English  dress,  and  is  attracting  much  attention,  especially  among 
the  ranks  of  those  who  carry  "  too  much  weight/*  Professor  Eb- 
stein  agrees  with  Mr.  Banting  in  advocating  regimen  alone  as  the 
only  cure  for  an  inconvenience  which  most  frequently  results  from 
too  much  food.      But  he  adopts  a  dietary  widely  different  from 
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those  prescribed  by  Mr.  Banting,  or  rather  Dr.  Harvey,  the  practi- 
toner  whose  maxims  that  gentleman  enlarged  and.  made  his  own. 
The  crucial  difference  is  on  the  question  of  eating  fat.  Fat  is  the 
sheet-anchor  of  Dr.  Ebstein.  No  dyspeptic,  we  are  assured,  need 
fear  fat  so  long  as  he  does  not  take  too  much,  and,  indeed,  so  admi- 
rable is  that  substance,  long  dreaded  by  delicate  stomachs,  that,  by 
checking  nitrogenous  waste,  it  appeases  thirst  as  well  as  hunger,  a 
fact,  in  part^at  least,  known  even  by  Hippocrates.  Mr.  Banting  per- 
mitted any  fish  except  salmon,  but  Dr.  Ebstein  encourages  his  pa- 
tients to  enjoy,  "  in  moderation  of  course,"  not  only  this  dish  but 
pate  de  foie  gras  and  similar  delicacies.  Sugar  is  tabooed  as  well  as 
sweets  of  all  kinds,  and  potatoes  in  ^very  form  he  prohibits  uncon- 
ditionally.  Three  to  four  ounces  of  bread  per  day  are  permitted 
and  of  vegetables,  asparagus,  spinach,  cabl)nge  and  the  various 
legumes  rich  in  alubem  are  allowed.     Of  meats  he  excludes  none. 

He  allows  three  meals  a  day,  but  on  no  condition  must  there  be 
an  afternoon  tea  or  snacks  between  meals.  Alcohol  drinks  are  al- 
lowed to  the  extent  of  .[two  or  three  glasses  of  light  wine  ajt  dinner, 
but  beer  is  barred  unless,  indeed,  the  permitted  carbo-hydrates  be 
correspondingly  restricted,  though  then  the  ale  accepted  as  an 
equivalent  mustbe  extremely  moderate  in  amount.  The  diet  of  a 
cured  patient  was  something  like  the  following:  "  For  breakfast,  a 
large  cup  of  black  tea,  without  milk  or  sugar,  and  two  ounces  of 
bread  with  plenty  of  butter,  at  half-past  seven  in  winter,  or  at  six  or 
half- past  six  in  summer.  For  dinner,  between  two  and  three  o'clock, 
soup,  often  with  marrow,  four-to  six  and  a  half  ounces  of  roast  or 
boiled  meat,  vegetables  in  moderation,  but  no  potatoes,  anci  almost 
no  saccharine  turnips.  After  dinner  a  little  fresh  fruit,  or  a  salad, 
or  stewed  fruit  without  sugar,  with  two  or  three  glasses  of  light  wine, 
followed  by  a  large  cup  of  black  tea  without  milk  or  sugar.  Supper 
of  black  tea,  fat  roast  meat  or  eggs,  or  some  ham,  fish,  a  little  well- 
buttered  bread,  with  cheese  and  fresh  fruit,  formed  the  concluding 
meal,  at  the  hour  of  seven  or  eight."  Mr.  Banting's  rule  was 
opposed  to  the  best  received  physiological  principles,  and  Dr.  Eb- 
stein's  has  yet  to  win  the  approval  of  the  scientific  world. 

44 


562  AMERICAN    OBSERVER.  [DeC. 

CONCENTRATED  FOODS. 


Medical  men  are  now  recognizing  the  value  of  malt  extracts  as 
foods  in  cases  of  deficient  assimilation.  That  their  use  is  extending 
may  be  taken  for  granted  by  the  number  of  exhibitors  of  concentrated 
foods  in  the  exhibition  at  South  Kensington  last  year.  Important  im- 
provements have  recently  been  made  in  the  manufacture  of  malt  ex- 
tracts, which  are  now  prescribed  in  a  variety  of  forms.  One  of  the 
most  effective  combinations  in  dyspepsia,  cholera  infantum,  and  all 
diseases  resulting  from  imperfect  nutrition  is  Maltine  with  pepsine 
and  pancreatine,  containing,  as  it  does,  tluee  of  the  all-important 
digestive  agents,  diastase  being  one  of  the  constituents  of  Maltine. 
Dyspepsia  in  most  cases  will  be  found  to  yield^to  the  medicinal  pro- 
perties of  this  combination,  while  the  system  is  invigorated  by  its 
nutritive  qualities. 

It  will  be  found  a  useful  remedy  also  for  constipation  and 
chronic  diarrhoea  resulting  from  mal-nutrition.  Not  only  is  Maltine 
itself  of  great  value  in  certain  cases,  but  it  may  be  combined  with  the 
most  valuable  alteratives  known — such  as  iodides,  bromides,  and 
chlorides,  and  is  found  to  be  a  remedy  of  high  value  in  all  depraved 
conditions  of  the  blood.  The  Maltine  manufactured  by  the  Maltine 
Manufacturing  Company  of  New  York  bears  a  high  name,  and  this 
has  been  further  emphasized  by  the  award  of  the  Gold  Medal  of  the 
Health  Exhibition,  London,  for  their  malt  extract  known  as  Maltine 
(malted  wheat,  barley,  and  oats,)  the  only  preparation  composed  of 
these  three  cereals.  Professor  Charles  R.  C.  Tichbourne,  after  an 
examination  of  the  ^principal  unfermented  extracts  of  malt  in  the 
market,  finds  that  Maltine  is  the  richest  in  two  of  the  most  import- 
ant ingredients  in  these  foods — namely,  the  phosphates  or  bone-form- 
ers and  that  peculiar  farinaceous  digestive  agent  called  diastase. 
Maltine  may  be  said  to  consist  of  about  eighty  per  cent,  of  pure  food 
in  its  most  concentrated  form  and  assimilable.  This  80  ^  may 
be  divided  as  follows:  five  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  flesh-formers;  sev- 
en per  cent,  of  heat-givers;  two  per  cent,  of  bone-formers;  add  to 
this  the  diastase,  which  imparts  to  it  the  curious  power  of  digesting 
all  farinaceous  food  outside  itself,  and  we  have  in  Maltine  a  most 
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valuable  adjunct  to  our  invalid  diet.  In  respect  to  the  diastase, 
Maltine  seems  remarkably  energetic,  and  at  the  teipperature  of  the 
human  body  one  part  liquefied  **  twenty  parts  of  starch  in  two  min- 
utes," and  had  completly  changed  or  digested  that  body  in  about 
an  hour.  Maltine  possesses  all  the  characteristics  of  a  cereal  extract 
as  prepared  from  the  grain,  and  there  can  be  no  question  about  the 
genuineness  of  this  preparation.  It  is  only  necessary  to  consult  any 
work  upon  dietetics  to  see  that  there  is  considerable  difference  in 
the  composition  of  the  various  grain  crops.  By  combining  these 
three  important  substances — barley,  oats,  and  wheat— a^food  is  ob- 
tained which  represents  the  average  composition  of  the  three  cereals, 
and  that  food  already  digested  for  use,  a  condition  of  immense  val- 
ue to  the  physician  in  those  special  cases  where  the  digestive  func- 
tions are  impaired. — Midland  Medical  Journal, 


Difficult  Problem. — {Jour,  Amer,  Med,  Ass'n). — The  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Medical  Society  recently  adopted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, offered  by  Dr.  Jackson,  of  West  Chester  :  ^^ /Resolved,  That  a 
a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  consider  the  best  method  of 
making  a  diploma,  which  permits  a  man  to  practice  medicine  in  Penn- 
sylvania, on  evidence  of  real  worth."  We  fear  that  it  will  take  seven 
very  wise  men  a  long  time  to  discover  a  practicable  method  for  ac- 
accomplishing  the  object  proposed. 

Doctors  must  not  Tell. — (JV.  V.  Med,  Times) — The  Missouri 
Supreme  Court  has  decided  that  information  obtained  by  a  physician 
from  a  patient  must  not  be  disclosed  on  the  witness  stand,  though 
the  physician  declares  that  the  information  was  acquired  while  in  a 
professional  capacity,  and  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  prescribe 
as  a  physician  or  operate  as  a  surgeon.  The  Court  held  that  it 
would  not  do,  while  the  mouth  of  the  physician  is  closed  as  to  the 
talk  of  the  patient,  to  open  it  as  to  knowledge  acquired  from  his  own 
diagnosis  of  the  case. 
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INFANT  FEEDING  AND  SUMMER  COMPLAINT. 

BY    D.    LITTLE,    M.  D.* 

The  object  of  the  little  I  have  to  say  is  not  to  propound  any  new 
new  thing  pertaining  to  the  nature,  cause,  prevention,  or  cure  of  the 
enteric  diseases  included  under  the  popular  name,  summer  complaint. 

It  is  solely  to  emphasize  a  single  factor  in  their  production,  under 
the  belief  that  by  giving  it  the  prominence  it  deserves  a  rational  way 
will  readily  suggest  itself  of  meeting  and  repulsing  this  slaughter  of 
the  innocents. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  my  present  purpose  to  describe  the  various 
digestive  disorders  that  are  comprehended  under  the  name  of  sum- 
mer complaint. 

Attention  is  simply  called  to  the  conditions  that  obtain  in  their 
causation.  Text-books  and  the  common  experience  of  physicians 
give  for  answer — Urban  life,  artificial  food,  summer  heat.  Of  course, 
each  one  of  thege  three  includes  and  entails  a  multitude  of  debilitat- 
ing agencies,  but  in  the  main  they  cover  the  whole  ground.  They 
make  frightful  havoc,  and  when  we  consider  how,  acting  together, 
these  allied  forces  of  evil  are  multiplied  and  intensified  in  their  mal- 
eficence, we  can  only  wonder  that  so  many  escape  their  onslaught. 

Moralists  tell  us  the  first  step  downward  is  the  one  to  guard  against, 
and  this  is  true  physically  as  well  as  morally.  This  brings  us  to  the 
pith,  how  to  guard  against  indigestion.  Answer,  avoid  over-feeding^. 
To  avoid  wrong  or  improper  feeding  goes  without  saying ;  medical 
books  and  medical  heads  are  full  of  it ;  and,  as  a  result,  infant  foods 
of  numberless  designs  and  kinds  are  concocted,  advertised  and  given, 
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with  various  results.  Each  physician  in  each  case  must,  taking  hu- 
man milk  as  his  model,  get  as  near  nature  as  possible,  and  "  fight  it 
out  on  this  line  if  it  takes  all  summer"  (and  it  generally  does). 

Over-feeding,  it  seems  to  me,  in  military  parlance,  is  the  key  to  the 
position.  This,  in  my  belief,  is" the  bane  of  bottle-fed  children.  Look 
at  it.  The  doctor  is  called  to  a  case  of  summer  diarrhoea.  He  pre- 
scribes and  leaves  instructions  as  to  what  food  to  give  and  how 
often,  and  adds,  "keep  the  child  well  aired,  clean,  cool,  and  quiet," 
and  goes  on  his  way,  thinking  he  has  been  specific  enough. 

Now,  what  does  the  attendant  do  ?  The  injunction  about  keeping 
the  child  quiet  makes  a  major  impression,  because  this  same  quiet 
consorts  with  her  own  confort.  The  child  cries  and  must  be  quiet- 
ed, and  the  ready  bottle  is  its  comforter.  Through  the  day  that 
other  injunction  about  feeding  only  so  often  acts  in  a  measure  as  a 
deterrent ;  but  the  long  night  comes,  and  the  tired  nurse  or  mother 
needs  quiet,  too,  and  now  the  bottle  becomes  a  duplex  comforter. 
Filled  and  re- filled  it  is  kept  to  the  child's  lips.  A  stomach  that  has 
no  rest  gives  up,  or  gives  out.  A  fundamental  principle  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disorder  of  any  organ  is  to  give  it  a  rest.  In  the  case  of 
digestive  misdemeanors  nothing  is  so  effective  as  to  starve  the  offen- 
ding viscera  into  good  behavior.  And  this  plan,  at  first  though  so 
abhorrent  to  the  fond  mother,  or  indulgent  or  indolent  nurse,  may 
be  made  feasible  by  a  simple  explanation.  T^ll  her  the  child  cries 
more  from  thirst  than  from  hunger,  that  his  wail,  like  the  wail  of  the 
ancient  mariner,  is  of "  water,  water  everywhere,  nor  any  drop  to 
drink.  "  Lay  down  inflexible  rules  about  amount  of  food  and  times 
for  feeding,  but  give  her  carte  blanche  to  water  the  infant  as  often  it 
cries.  Tell  her  hot  weather  induces  prespirations,  and  that  as  sure- 
ly and  in  the  same  way  as  waste  makes  want,  sweating  makes  thirst. 
This  sounds  plausible,  but  the  doctor  of  to-day  is  a  skeptic  and 
wants  evidence.  My  experience  is  limited  and  my  figures  are  few> 
but  it  is  believed  that  they  are  significant  if  not  convincing. 

For  twenty-one  years  I  have  been  physician  to  the  Rochester 
Orphan  Asylum.  Each  of  these  years  hkd  witnesses  deaths  from 
enteric  diseases  until  1882.     In  the  early  summer  of  that  year  I  said 
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to  the  matron^  feed  your  babes  but  once  in  three  hours  during  the 
day,  but  give  them  water  to  drink  as  often  as  they  will  take  it.  The 
summer  came  and  went,  and  when  frost  appeared  I  congratulated 
her  on  the  good  results  of  our  plan;  not  a  child  had  died  and  no 
serious  case  of  diarrhoea  had  occurred. 

**  Yes,"  said  she,  "  but  it  seemed  cruel  to  feed  these  babies  but 
three  times  a  day.  " 

She  had  actually  carted  out  my  instructions  to  the  letter^  as  she  had 
misunderstood  them.  Instead  of  once  in  three  hours,  she  thought  I  had 
said  three  times  a  day  !  on  the  following  (that  is  last)  summer  the 
plan  was  caried  out,  given  the  infants  food  once  in  three  or  four 
hours,  according  to  the  age,  during  the  day  and  an  additional  meal 
in  the  night  if  the  child  awoke  and  would  not  be  quieted  with  a 
simple  drink  of  water. 

The  same  immunity  from  summer  complaints  ensued  as  ifi  the 
previous  year,  with  two  exceptions,  and  these  exceptions  emphatic- 
ally proved  the  rule.  ' 

They  where  children  of  tubercular  parents,  and  because  of  scrofu- 
lous manifestations  where  removed  to  the  hospital,  then  empty,  in 
the  upper  story  of  the  building.  A  nurse  was  detailed  from  the 
hired  help.  Soon  these  infants  became  dyspeptic,  intractable  gas- 
tro-enteritis  followed,  and  in  a  few  days  they  died. 

Inquiry  elicited  the  fact  that  the  newly  made  nurse  had  kept  a 
bottle  every  night  and  all  night  in  their  mouths,  for,  as  she  declared, 
she  could  have  no  peace  without.  In  legal  parlance,  it  is  submitted 
that  a  case  is  made  That  is  that  rest  for  the  stomach  may  be  ob- 
tained by  recognizing  thirst  more  than  hunger  as  a  summer  want, 
and  thus,  by  prolonging  the  intervals  of  feeding,  preventing  indi- 
gestion and  its  deadly  train  of  attendants. 

Editorial  Note. — The  writer  of  the  above  refers  to  the  common 
error  of  over-feeding,  but  we  must  also  caution  mothers  and  nurses 
in  relation  to  insufficient  feeding.  We  have  known  mothers  to  feed 
their  infants  one-third  milk  and  two-thirds  water,  and  then  gorge 
their  poor  little  stomachs  with  hot  water  alone,  and  then  ask  "  why 
does  my  baby  act  as  if  it  were  half  starved  ?". 
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Any  Book  noticed  in  these  columns  will  be  sent  from  the  A.merican 
Observer  Office,  prepaid  on  receipt  of  price. 


SCIENCE  ALMANAC,  lS85.—Tim  Science  Company,  4  Broadway,  New 
York.     Price  25  cents. 

A  calendar  of  Birds,  Flowers,  Insects,  Days,  Tides,  Planetary  Movements, 
for  all  observers  of  nature.  This  is  profusely  illustrated  and  very  beautifully 
printed.  We  can  commend  it  very  cheerfully  n>  all  our  readers  as  a  very  use- 
ful and  pleasing  publication. 

FIRST  SPANISH  BOOK.— A.  S.  Barnes  &  Co.,  New  York  and  Chicago. 
If  any  of  our  readers,  now  unacquainted  with  the  Spanish  tongue,  de- 
sire to  learn  that  language,  we  heartily  recommend  them  to  send  for  this  little 
work.  It  belongs  to  Prof.  Worman's  Chatauqua  Language  Series,  after  the 
Natural  or  Pestalozzian  method,  which  is  doubtless  the  best.  The  progress  of 
the  learner  by  this  way  of  teaching  is  pleasant  and  rapid,  instead  of  being  con- 
fusing and  tedious. 

THE  ATONEMENT  FOR  SIN  AND  SICKNESS.— By  Capt.  R.  Kelso 
Carter.    Willard  Tract  Repository.     Boston.     Price  $1. 

The  worthy  author  is  a  sincere  believer  in  the  prayer  of  faith,  and  strongly 
advocates  the  believer's  reliance  upon  the  Lord  alone  for  cure  of  disease,  and 
the  abandonment  of  all  medicines.  He  says:  *'  Scripture  never  advises  us  to 
trust  in  anybody  or  anything  but  God."  This  is  only  one  side  of  a  truth. 
Asa  sought  not  to  the  Lord  (2  Chron.  16:  12)  but  to  the  physicians,  and  he 
died.  Suppose  he  had  sought  the  Lord  and  also  to  physicians  who  had  dis- 
covered the  healing  power  which  the  Creator  had  placed  in  medicines,  and 
who  would  apply  them,  recognizing  that  the  cure  came  from  Him  and  not 
from  them,  would  there  have  been  any  condemnation  of  his  course?  We 
think  that  this  is  the  very  fact  now. 

AN  APPEAL  TO  CESAR.— By  Albion  W.  Tourgee,  LL..  D.      Fords, 
Howard  &  Hulbert,  New  York.    Price  $1.25. 

Judge  Tourgee's  writing  is  remarkable  for  its  force  and  brilliancy.    This 
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book  is  fully  equal  to  any  of  liis  works  in  eloquence  and  power.  His  fictions 
liavc  doubtless  a  fact  foundation  but  this  work  abounds  in  serious  statement, 
earnest  thought  and  startling  statistics. 

INDEX  MEDIC  US. 

We  understand  that  the  enterprising  Medical  Publisher  of  Detroit,  Mr. 
George  S.  Davis,  has  undertaken  the  publication  of  this  valuable  Index. 
Subscriptions  can  be  sent  Mr,  Davis,  Box  470,  Detroit.  Mich.  Exchanges  and 
Books  for  notice  to  '*  Index  Medicus,"  Washington,  D.  C. 

A  MEMORIAL  OF  CONSTANTINE  ffERIKG.— Born  Jan'y  1800,  Died 
July  28,  1880. 
At  the  time  of  our  removal  from  Detroit  this  book  was  inadvertantly 

put  away  without  notice.  Its  neglect  so  far  must  not  be  taken  as  indicating 
any  want  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  Dr.  Hering.  This  volume  is  embell- 
ished with  a  very  fine  likeness  of  the  Doctor.  He  appears  as  if  looking  into 
the  face  of  a  patient,  with  intellectual  keenness  to  discover  the  nature  of  the 
malady,  and  a  heart  full  of  sympathy  and  kindness.  His  countenance  had 
just  this  expression  when  we  called  to  see  him  sixteen  years  ago.  We  con- 
sulted him  about  our  asthma  and  broncliitis.  *'What  are  you  taking .'"  He 
asked.  We  replied  ** Iodide  of  Arsenicum."  Exclaiming  "dreadful  poi- 
son," he  enquired  where  we  were  going.  We  answered  "Atlantic  City."  he 
then  urged  us  to  keep  away  from  the  sea  shore,  as  it  would  certainly  bring 
about  a  return  of  the  asthma.  Having  however  promised  friends  to  go  with 
them  we]^went,  but  had  not  fairly  reached  the  coast  when  we  had  an  attack 
of  asthma.  "I  will  look  into  your  case  and  tell  you  what  I  think  about  it 
when  you  call  again."  A  routinist  would  have  jjjrescribed  on  the  instant  with 
an  assumed  air  of  knowing  all  about  your  case  and  perfectly  sure  of  the 
remedy.  The  Biographical  sketch  written  by  Drs.  C.  G.  Haue,  C.  B.  Knerr 
and  Chas.  Mohr,  is  a  valuable  and  extremely  interesting  portion  of  the  work. 

PROQIIEHSIVE  MEDICINE.— A  Scientific  and  Practical  Treatise  on  Dis- 
eases of  tlie  Digestive  Organs  and  iTie  complications  arising  therefrom.    By 
Ciiio  DE  SuzzARA- Verdi,   M.  D.     Philadelphia  :    F.   E.   Boerickk, 
1885. 
No  matter  how  good  a  book  may  be  we  alwaye  have  a  feeling  against  it 

when  it  is  without  an  Index.  At  the  close  of  the  work  we  have  a  page  marked 
Index,  which  is  not  an  alphabetical  table  of  the  subjects  treated  of  in  the  book 
but  really  only  a  Table  of  Contents  which  should  have  its  place  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  work.  Opening  at  page  239  we  find  the  treatment  of  a  case 
of  marasmus  in  a  child  of  15  months.  He  was  given  Belladonna,  Camphor. 
Beef  tea,  Burnt  brandy,  Plumb,  acet.,  Quin.  sulph..  Rheum,  Vcratrum, 
Magnesia  phosph.,  Barita  (Baryta)  carb.,  Ferrum  peroxid,  Aurum  muriat, 
Calc.  carb.,  Kali  ars.,  Kali  sulph.  and  Kali  chloras.  He  recovered  in  sii 
weeks.     What  cured  him  ? 
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MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE  IN  DIVORCE.^By  Carl  H.  Von  Klein 
A.M.,  M.  D.     Dayton,  Ohio. 

The  author  says  that  two-thirds  of  the  cases  in  divorce  are  obtained  on 

the  ground  of  willful  absence.     Yet  the  courts  do  not  inquire  into  the  prime 

cause  of  a  wife  or  husband's  willful  absence.     Why  not  ? 

THE  ANNUAL   ANh    SEASONAL   MAPS  of  the    United   States.-^By 
Charles  Denison,  A.M.,  M.D.    Rand,  McNally  &  Co.,  Chicago. 

Dr.  Denison's  Maps  are  published  in  several  styles, mounted  as  wall  maps. 
We  recommend  all  of  our  readers  who  are  interested  in  the  subject  of  Climat- 
ology, to  obtain  his  Pocket  Climatic  Atlas,  which  contains  the  Four  General 
Charts,  printed  separately  on  thin  map  paper,  and  the  Annual  Map.    Price  $3. 

The  Annual  Map  graphically  illustrates  Cloudiness  in  shades  of  color  giving 
percentages ;  has  Isothermal  lines  for  every  change  of  five  degrees  Fahr.,  and 
Precipitation  lines  for  each  change  of  five  inches  rainfall.  This  map  has 
special  arrows  for  the  prevailing,  rain-bearing  and  pleasant- weather  winds  for 
each  section  of  the  country,  and  tables,  across  the  base  of  the  map,  giving  the 
comparative  windiness,  and  fourteen  other  climatic  facts  or  data,  for  each  of 
the  186  Signal  Stations. 

The  Four  Seasonal  Charts  in  one  map,  graphically  illustrates  the  combined 
humidity  statistics  for  the  seasons  ;  i.  e.  relative  and  absolute  humidity  and 
cloudiness;  the  moist  part  of  the  country  is  shown  in  four  shades  of  blue,  and 
dry  part  in  four  shades  of  red,  the  line  between  the  red  and  blue  being  the 
average  of  the  climate  of  the  United  States  for  the  year. 

There  are  also  the  seasonal  temperature  lines,  the  above  kinds  of  weather 
winds,  all  the  mineral  springs  and  health  stations  in  the  United  States,  and, 
in  the  tiiblcs,  all  the  important  seasonal  averages  of  statistics. 

There  are  about  five  million  separate  Signal  Service  observations  condensed 
on  either  the  Annual  or  Seasonal  map  ;  nevertheless,  separate  data  can  be 
readily  investigated,  and  the  whole  easily  understood. 

THE  KNO  WLEDOE  OF  THE  PHYSICIAN— By  Richard  Hughes,  M.D. 
Boston.    Otis  Clapp  &  Son,  1884. 

This  handsome  12mo  volume  contains  the  whole  of  the  Lectures  which  were 
delivered  by  Prof.  Hughes  before  the  Boston  University  School  of  Medicine, 
May,  1884.  There  are  Twelve  Lectures  witten  in  the  pleasing  and  lucid  style 
of  the  worthy  author.  Subjects  :  The  Knowledge  of  Life  ;  The  Knowledge 
of  Health ;  The  Knowledge  of  Disease;  The  Knowledge  of  Medicines  ;  Pyr- 
exia and  the  Antipyretics  ;  Rheumatism  the  Anti-Rheumatics  ;  Cerebral  Lo- 
calization and  Drug  action,  and  The  Future  of  Pharmacodynamics. 

HALF  HO  URS  WITH  THE  LESSONS  OF  i^^5.— Phila^dblphla..     Pkeb- 
BTTERiAN  Boi^iD  OP  PuiJLTCATioN,  1334  Chcstuut  Street.    12mo.     467pp. 

The  issues  for  former  years  have  been  very  highly  esteemed.    The  pres- 
45 
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ent  volume  is  fully  equal  to  previous  ones  in  the  value  of  the  expositions,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  presented. 

CALIFORNIA  AS  IT  IS  — Written  hy  Seventy  Leading  Editors  and  Authors 
of  the  Golden  State.  San  Francisoo  Call  Co.  Octavo,  212  pp.  Price 
50  cents. 

We  advise  any  of  our  readers  who  are  interested  in  the  climatology  of 

California,  or  enquiring  as  to  its  advantages  in -any  particular,  to  send  for  this 

book.     It  is  accompanied  by  an  excellent  map,   which  is  worth  the  price 

charged  for  the  work. 

THE  DIAPHRAGM  AND  ITS  FUNCTIONS:  Considered  SpedaUy  in  its 
Relations  to  Respiration  and  the  Production  of  Voice.  By  M.  W.  Kitchen, 
M.  D.  "The  Voice,"  First  Prize  Essay.  Edgar  S.  Werner,  Publish- 
er, Albany,  N.  Y.    Flexible  cloth,  $1  net,  postpaid. 

This  treatise  was  awarded  the  first  prize  offered  by  "  The  Voice,"  compe- 
tition being  open  to  all  writers,  foreign  as  well  as  American.  It  is  probably 
the  best  work  on  this  organ,  in  any  language.  The  anatomical  division  of  the 
subject  treats  of  the  diaphragm's  location,  general  shape,  gross  composite 
parts,  origin,  openings,  tendon  and  muscular  fibres,  minute  anatomy,  blood- 
supply,  lymphatic  and  nervous  supply,  relations,  embryology  and  history  of 

development,  comparative  anatomy  and  4naportant  co-operative  structures. 
The  physiological  part  discusses  the  function  of  respiration  generally,  the 
movements  and  varieties  of  respiration,  the  action  of  the  respiratory  muscles, 
respiratory  action  and  change  of  shape  and  respiratory  rhythm  of  the  dia- 
phragm, control  of  the  diaphragm's  action,  incidental  functions  of  the  dia- 
phragm, change  of  shape  in  the  trunk  during  respiration,  difference  in  male 
and  female  breathing,  certain  natural  phenomena  that  occur  svnchronously 
with  the  action  of  the  diaphragm,  relation  of  the  circulation  oi  the  blood  to 
the  action  of  the  diaphragm,  actions  of  tlie  diaphragm  resulting  from  extra- 
ordinary causes,  the  comparative  physiology  of  the  diaphragm,  and  functional 
development  of  the  organ.  Under  the  hygienic  heading  is  considered  the  dis- 
eased conditions  to  whicii  the  diaphragm  is  subject,  the  conditions  essential 
to  its  nurture  and  healthy  action,  corset  and  waist  constriction,  special  exercise 
of  the  diaphragm,  how  to  breathe,  etc.  An  appendix,  written  a  year  subse- 
quent to  the  essay  itself,  gives  practical  conclusions  and  advice.  The  book  is 
valuable  both  for  the  medical  and  vocal  professor. 

Beef  Peptonoids. — We  have  used  this  preparation  in  our  practice  with 

very  great  satisfaction.     It  has  been  of  the  most  service  in  cases  of  Phthisis 

PulmonaZis  and  Diphtheria.  In  one  case  of  consumption  the  patient  was  re- 
duced to  75  lbs.  in  weight,  unable  to  go  out  for  exercise,  in  a  few  weeks  only, 
using  the  Beef  Peptonoids  in  fresh  cream,  she  gained  12  lbs.  in  weight  and  lie- 
came  able  to  take  carriage  exercise.  In  many  cases  of  diphtheria  we  have 
used  the  Beef  Peptonoids  in  meat  broths  with  marked  benefit. 

Peptonized  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Milk. — Our  son.  Dr.  E.  A.  Lodge,  Jr.» 

of  Milford,  Michigan,  reports  that  he  is  very  much  pleased  with  Messrs.  Reed 

&  Carn  rick's  preparation  of  Peptonized  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Milk.  He  has  used 
it  in  many  cases  of  general  debility,  as  well  as  in  consun^ption,  with  very 
^uch  benefit  to  his  patientg, 
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E.  A.  LODGE,  Sbn'r,  M.  D.,  GENERAL  EDITOR,  DETROIT,  MICH. 


CLOSING  OF  TWENTIETH  VOLUME. 


We  commenced  the  American  Observer  January,  1884,  feeling 
that  there  was  a  field  for  such  a  Journal  that  had  never  been  occu- 
pied. Our  expectations  were  fully  realized,  and  subscriptions  came 
in  so  liberally  that  we  were  enabled  to  enlarge  it  the  second  year. 
It  has  been  published  for  the  profession  and  they  have  sustained  it 
liberally.  We  gave  it  the  days  of  our  manhood's  mature  strength, 
and  do  not  regret  any  hour  of  labor  that  has  been  expended  upon 
its  pages.  The  twenty  volumes  are  not  all  that  one  might  have 
wished,  but  they  are  at  least  creditable  to  the  corps  of  editors  and 
contributors  who  have  written  for  it,  and  to  the  school  which  has 
given  it  support.  A  monunent  of  honor.  A  treasury  of  value  to 
the  busy  practitioner  of  to-day.  A  storehouse  which  the  next  gen- 
eration will  use. 

BUT  WHAT  OF  THE  FUTURE  ? 

We  have  been  very  slow  in  publication  of  this  volume,  never  so 
tardy  before.  Many  delays  were  occasioned  by  our  own  protracted 
illness,  and  some  by  the  sickness  of  our  printer.  We  have  learned 
that  we  cannot  conduct  the  Journal  successfully  and  attend  to  gen- 
eral practice  also,  so  we  have  abandoned  practice,  except  consulta- 
tions, and  give  our  remaining  strength  to  the  Observer.  In  July 
next  we  contemplate  issuing  No.  i  of  Vol.  21,  and  to  publish  there- 
after, regularly  every  month,  a  medical  Journal  that  will  commend 
itself  to  all  our  old  friends,  and  also  gain  the  favor  of  many  new  ones. 
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Two  of  our  old  subscribers  write  that  this  Journal  was  recom- 
mended to  them  twenty  years  ago  as  being  one  of  the  most  useful 
and  interesting  that  could  be  found.  These  friends  say  that  dur- 
ing all  these  years  the  Observer  has  been  a  constant  visitor  to 
their  table,  and  a  welcome  companion.  They  were  often  very 
anxious  about  cases  of  importance  under  their  treatment,  and  very 
frequently  on  opening  the  OBSifevER  would  find  just  the  help 
needed.  A  large  number  of  others  speak  of  the  great  assistance 
the  Journal  has  been  to  them,  and  they  have  earnestly  desired  that 
its  career  of  prosperity  should  be  continued,  and  its  sphere  of  use- 
fulness enlarged.  Its  tardy  appearance  the  past  year  led  many  to 
fear  that  it  might  be  discontinued.  For  so  long  a  period  it  was 
noted  for  appearing  m^re  punctually  than  the  other  Journals.  We 
are  pleased  to  be  aBle  to  announce  to  all  our  friends  that  having 
been  graciously  restored  to  health,  and  having  given  up  all  idea  of 
resuming  general  practice,  we  shall  devote  our  remaining  energies 
to  the  continuance  of  the  Observer,  and  hope,  with  the  kind 
assistance  of  our  esteemed  corps  of  collaborators,  to  publish  the 
twenty-first  volume  as  promptly  as  any  may  desire,  and  to  make  it 
as  rich  in  practical  and  important  matter  as  any  of  its  predecessors. 

We  desire  to  express  our  gratitude  to  the  many  of  our  subscribers 
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who  bore  so  patiently  with  the  irregularity  of  our  appearance  dur- 
ing the  months  of  illness  which  distressed  us.  Our  sickness  was 
the  most  severe  and  protracted  we  ever  experienced.  Now  we  are 
well  enough  to  pursue  our  old  avocation  with  spirit.  We  proceed 
with  our  stewardship  in  gratitude  to  Him  who  gives  the  ability  to 
labor,  and  in  thankful  recognition  of  the  fraternal  regards  of  the 
profession  we  desire  to  serve.  e.  a.  l. 
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TREATMENT  OF  ILEUS, 

BY   WASHING    OUT   THE    STOMACH. 

Dr,  A,  Cahn  (Berlin), 


Prof.  Keessmaul,  of  Strassburg,  initiated  a  new  treatment  in  cases 
of  ileus  which  was  not  caused  by  incarcerated  herniae.  Most  prac- 
titioners give  in  such  cases  purgantia,  though  they  know  its 
dangers,  and  many  prefer  treatment  with  Opium  and  Morphine, 
but  when  Opium  fails,  and  the  introduction  of  large  quantities  of 
water  or  of  air  fails,  some  physicians  still  hope  to  rescue  the  patient 
by  the  introduction  of  quicksilver,  and,  finally,  again  by  drastics^ 
which  hardly  ever  benefits,  and  mostly  hastens  the  fatal  issue. 
Their  last  hope  must  be  enterotomy,  but  to  operate  one  ought  to 
know  the  cause  and  the  place  of  the  occlusion,  which  is  rarely  the 
case.  Two  such  cases  were  treated  successfully  by  washing  out 
the  stomach,  after  every  other  treatment  had  failed. 

A  girl  of  sixteen  got  a  thorough  drenching  three  weeks  ago,  and 
since  then  suffered  from  colicky  pains,  but  kept  on  working. 
There  was  neither  diarrhoea  nor  constipation.  Twelve  days  later, 
about  the  first  of  March,  the  pains  became  excruciating,  she  began 
to  vomit,  and  had  to  keep  her  bed.  Prom  that  day  the  bowels  did 
not  move  any  more,  vomiting  increased,  the  abdomen  bloated,  the 
pains  steadily  increai^ed  ;  she  had  excessive  thirst,  but  vomited  im- 
mediately the  fluid  taken.  The  vomited  matter  was  fluid,  yellow, 
bilious  ;  finally  it  became  a  faecal  odor.  At  her  home  she  had  been 
treated  already  in  the  usual  manner,  and  was  therefore  advised  to 
enter  the  hospital. 
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March  6th.  There  was  no  fever,  she  looked  very  pale,  pulse 
small  and  frequent  (120),  skin  dry,  face  sunken,  extremities  cool, 
respiration  18  to  the  minute.  Patient  is  apathetic,  slightly  sopor- 
ous, replies  slowly,  but  correctly,  complains  of  severe  pains  in 
abdomen,  great  thirst,  no  appetite.  She  vomits  moderate  quanti- 
ties of  thin  yellow  masses  with  faecal  odor,  meteorismus,  abdomen 
very  sensitive  to  the  touch.  The  right  side  feels  more  resistant 
than  the  left  one  ;  the  lateral  parts  on  both  sides  give  a  dull  per- 
cussion sound,  but  especially  so  on  the  right  side. 

Opium  relieved  for  a  few  hours,  and  an  aggravation  followed. 
After  an  hypodermica  of  0.01  Morph.  mur.  an  attempt  was  made 
to  blow  air  per  anum  into  the  intestines  with  a  thick,  elastic  tube, 
carried  high  up,  but  the  air  escaped  immediately  closely  to  the 
tube.  Large  injections  remained  useless.  As  palpation  and  per- 
cussion showed  that  the  stomach  was  greatly  expanded  by  gas  and 
fluids,  Keessmaul  introduced  a  soft  sound,  through  which  foul 
gases  and  faeculent,  then  yellow,  masses  were  discharged  in  large 
quantities.  After  this  washing  out  the  stomach  was  less  tense, 
and  closely  under  the  abdominal  walls  one  could  feel  now  a  cord 
running  from  the  ileo-caecal  region  to  the  median  line.  At  11:30 
A.  M.,  at  3,  7,  10  p.  M.,  the  washing  out  was  repeated,  till  the  water 
returned  clear,  and  with  every  repetition  of  this  process,  the  tension 
and  bloatedness  of  the  abdomen  diminished.  March  9th.  After 
the  last  washing  out,  patient  fell  asleep  ;  during  the  night  she  had 
twice  a  thin  yellow  stool,  of  a  very  foul  odor,  containing  twice  as 
much  as  the  nutrient  injections  had  contained.  March  10th.  Very 
copious,  thin  stools,  without  blood  or  mucus.  All  pain  gone  ;  the 
patient  looks  a  great  deal  better.  March  12.  Patient  wants  to 
eat,  and  is  allowed  a  carefully  regulated  diet,  and  about  April  she 
could  be  discharged  cured. 

A  gentleman  of  88  years  complains  since  the  war  of  1870  of 
frequently  returning  cardialgia,  eructations,  and,  off  and  on,  of 
morning  vomiting.  During  the  summer  of  1881  he  passed  through 
an  enteritic  attack,  which  lasted  seven  weeks  and  yielded  to  Opium 
and  hot  fomentations.  Since  then  he  felt  entirely  well ;  no 
gastralgia  any  more. 
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Unexpectedly  he  felt,  June  6th,  towards^evening,  severe  pains  in 
the  region  between  umbilicus  and  symphysis,  similar  to  that  of 
his  former  attacks,  which  increased  rapidly.  Next  morning  follows 
vomiting  of  remnants  of  food  and  bilious  masses ;  appetite  gone, 
barning  thirst,  constipation.  During  the  following  days  the  pains 
increased,  vomits  more  frequently,  even  faecal  masses.  Castor  oil 
and  injections  failed  to  produce  a  stool,  and  he  is  therefore  admit- 
ted into  the  hospital  for  colotomy.  The  patient  is  collapsed,  free 
from  fever,  hippocratic  face,  pulse  small  and  frequent,  meteorismus; 
abdomen  very  painful  to  the  touch,  heart  and  liver  pressed  up- 
wards, great  dyspnoea,  copious  vomiting  of  fsBcal  masses.  With 
such  high-graded  tension  the  gurgling  of  fluids  in  the  left  upper 
abdominal  region  was  remarkable.  Prof.  Keessmaul  advised  before 
operating  to  make  a  trial  with  the  washing-out  process  of  the 
stomach.  At  10  a.  m.  the  first  one  was  made,  and  about  five  pints 
(litres)  thin  yellow  faecal  masses  brought  up.  Immediately  after 
the  washing  out  the  patient  felt  greatly  relieved,  the  epigastrium 
and  left  hypochondrium  were  more  flat,  the  abdominal  tension  was 
decidedly  less ;  half  an  hour  afterwards  he  fell  asleep,  the  first 
sleep  since  the  attack  began,  in  spite  of  all  the  Opium  and  Mor- 
phine. In  the  afternoon,  six  hours  after  the  washing  out,  nine 
days  from  the  beginning  of  the  attack,  the  first  stool  and  recon- 
valescence  was  established.  Here,  where  the  cause  of  the  occlusion 
could  be  looked  for  in  the  residue  of  a  former  para,  or  peri- 
typhlitis, one  solitary,  but  thorough  washing  out  of  the  stomach 
sufficed  to  liberate  the  intestinal  canal. 

In  ileus  it  is  often  an  impossibility  to  act  directly  on  the  spot 
where  the  trouble  lies,  but  we  can  always  remove  the  gases  and 
fluid  faecal  masses  which  stagnate  above  the  place  of  occlusion,  and 
the  remainder  may  then  be  left  to  nature.  Sometimes  the  removal 
of  the  gases  by  punction  on  a  well-selected  spot  suffices  to  remove 
the  ileus ;  in  other  cases  colotomy  may  be  made  in  order  to  remove 
the  gases  and  the  fluid  faecal  masses,  when  the  washing-out  process 
should  fail. 

The  benefit  of  the  removal  of  stagnating  gases  and  faecal  masses 
is  clear,  as  thus  we  make  room  in  the  abdomen,  the  first  condition 
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to  liberate  invaginated,  pressed,  incarcerated,  twisted  intestines,  if 
a  return  to  their  normal  position  is  still  possible.  We  also 
diminish  thus  the  abnormal  extension  and  tension  of  €he  parts  lying 
above  the  impervious  parts,  and  with  it  the  pressure.  Peristaltic 
movements,  which,  parallel  to  its  longitudinal  action  progress  in 
the  intestines,  are  still  kept  up  with  a  good  deal  of  strength  in  the 
incarcerated  intestines,  but  all  other  movements,  by  which  the 
position  of  the  invaginated  parts  might  be  altered,  become  difficult 
and  finally  impossible.  The  chief  point  still  remains  to  be  men- 
tioned ;  the  removal  of  the  stagnating  gases  and  fluids  moderates 
and  quiets  the  stormy  peristalsis,  and  the  severe,  irregular  and 
dangerous  movements  are  changed  into  mild,  regular  and  beneficial 
ones.  All  experienced  physicians  know  and  fear  the  great  danger 
of  the  stormy  movements  of  the  intestines  during  invagination,  and 
fear  therefore  the  use  of  purgantia  in  ileus,  and  recommend  them 
only  where  the  disease  arose  from  retention  of  faecal  masses  from 
inactivity  of  the  intestines  or  from  a  simple  cicatricial  stenosis. 
The  injury  produced  in  ileus  from  stormy  peristalsis  makes  itself 
known  by  many  symptoms.  Thus  we  see  in  an  invagination  how 
the  excessive  movements,  produced  by  a  purgative,  push  more  and 
more  a  large  part  of  the  intestines  from  above  in  the  invaginated 
part,  or  the  increased  peristalsis  increases  the  danger  of  incarcera- 
tion, when  intestinal  loops,  passed  through  constricting  gaps  and 
fissures,  as  on  one  side  constantly  increasing  parts  of  the  intestines 
are  forced  through  the  openings,  and  on  the  other  side  large 
quantities  of  gases  and  faeces  are  pressed  into  the  imprisoned  loop» 
till  it  becomes  so  much  enlarged  that  a  return  becomes  impossible. 
And,  finally,  the  severe  peristalsis  changes  at  a  time  when  the  in- 
testines are  still  capable  of  lateral  movements,  imperfect  and  easily 
soluble  torsions  and  knots  in  total  and  insoluble  ones. 

Medicinal  means,  used  for  the  removal  of  stagnated  masses  and 
faeces  act  in  ileus,  similarly  to  Opium,  whereas  purgantia  nearly 
always  aggravates,  and  may  lead  to  a  fatal  issue.  The  introduction 
of  a  sound  is  in  ileus  easily  performed,  and  the  patient,  who  in  bis 
desperate  situation  clings  to  anything  which  might  save  him,  shows 
no  objection.     To   wash  out   the   stomach,  soft  sounds   of  large 
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calibre  are  use'd,  and  injection  and  ejection  is.  done  by  siphon  and 
funnel.  In  both  cases  mentioned  neither  the  introduction  of  the 
sound  nor  the  washing  out  caused  any  vomiturition  nor  vomiting. 
In  all  cases,  where  no  Morphine  was  given,  a  small  injection  may 
be  advisable,  as  the  washing  out  is  then  not  so  exhausting  as  the 
severe  attempts  to  vomit  might  be. 

A  third  case  is  recorded  cured  where  there  was  no  stool  for  23 
days. — BerL  Med.   Wochenschrifty  Jf!2  and  J^^  188 Ji„ 


MANIFESTATIONS    OF   HYPNOTISMUS    IN    HYSTERO- 

EPILEPTIC  PERSONS, 

BY  DBS.  CABL  LANFBNAUBB  AND  ANDBBAS  HOEGYES  (bUDA  PEST), 


The  Doctors  demonstrated  in  a  patient  put  into  a  hypnotic  sleep 
by  looking  steadily  at  a  point  of  a  lead  pencil,  the  nystagmus-like 
motions  of  the  eyes,  the  fiexibilitus  cerea  of  the  muscles,  and  the 
neuro-muscular  excitability  (Charcot),  in  consequence  of  which,  by 
flexus,  the  foot  towards  the  sole  opisthotonos  set  in  and  empros- 
thotonos  when  flexed  upwards.  The  three  divisions  of  hypnotis- 
mus,  lethargy,  catalepsy,  somnambulismus,  follow  one  another. 
The  patient  is  roused  from  her  sleep  by  breathing  sharply  in  her 
face. 

Hoegyes  considers  the  neuro-muscular  hyperexcitability  as  the 
most  important  manifestation  of  hypnotismus.  The  muscular 
movements,  produced  from  different  reflex  territories,  are  not 
simple  contractions,  but  a  tonic  inflexibility,  lasting  for  a  longer  or 
shorter  time.  All  these  reflex  manifestations  of  the  skin  and  of  the 
underlying  tissues  are  also  present  during  the  waking  state  of  the 
patient,  and  belong  therefore  to  hystero-epilepsy  and  not  to  hyp- 
notismus. The  irritation  of  the  end-apparatuses  of  the  optic, 
auditory,  gustatory  and  olfactory  nerves,  also  produce  characteristic 
muscular  movements  when  awake  or  in  hypnotic  sleep. 

He  demonstrated  in  another  patient,  who  is  wide  awake,  the  fol- 
lowing manifestations: 
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1.  In  relation  to  cutaneous  reflexes:  When  touch'ing  the  scalp, 
ears  or  nose,  there  follows  stretching  of  the  upper  extremities,  and 
flexion  of  them  when  touching  the  face  or  neck.  The  muscular 
stiffness  cannot  be  relieved  or  prevented  spontaneously,  but  it  stops 
by  blowing  the  breath  on  the  skin.  Stiffness  now  sets  in  during 
voluntary  motions.  Rubbing  the  skin  over  the  shoulders  produces 
supination,  at  the  clavicular  region  supination.  Caloric,  electrical 
and  chemical  stimuli  produce  the  same  reflex  contractions  as  the 
mechanical  ones. 

2.  In  relation  to  tendon-reflexes,  Hoegyes  found  sl  new  symp- 
tom, which  he  calls  Mutual  Contractures.  When  the  right  foot  is 
stretched  the  right  hand  follows;  when  the  hand  is  flexed  the  foot 
follows  in  the  same  position.  The  same  motions  which  are  pro- 
duced on  the  toes  will  be  seen  on  corresponding  fingers,  or  vice 
versa.  This  mutuality  of  the  extremities  may  bring  some  new  light 
on  the  nature  of  tendon-reflexes. 

3.  In  relation  to  gustatory  and  olfactory,  he  found  that  unilateral 
stimulation  produces  unilateral  reflex  contractures. 

4.  In  relation  to  opticus-reflexes,  he  found  that  unilateral  stimula- 
tion of  the  retina  causes  crossed  reflex  contractures  in  the  upper 
and  lower  extremities.  Such  opticus-reflexes  give  us  the  natural 
solution  of  somnambulismus. 

5.  In  relation  to  acusticus-reflexes  he  found  that  unilateral 
stimulation  causes  crossed  reflex  contractures  in  the  upper  and 
lower  extremities,  but  different  sounds  (notes)  stand  in  different 
relationship  to  different  groups  of  muscles.  (He  demonstrated  the 
hemisalxation  with  the  rhythmical  music  of  a  small  harmonicum.) 
These  experiments  explain  in  a  natural  manner  the  tarantismus  of 
the  middle  ages  and  the  dancing  during  sleep. 

All  reflex  contractures  do  not  stand  under  the  impulse  of  the 
will.  In  left-sided  anaesthesia  the  patient  has  no  consciousness 
of  the  contractures  of  the  left  side,  but  feels  them  on  the  right  side. 

The  physiological  law,  emanating  from  these  experiments,  might 
be  called  "the  unity  of  sensation  in  movements,*'* 

By  one  reflex  action  contractures  produced  by  otiier  reflex  action 
may  be  made  to  cease,  and  this  antagonismus  proves  its  legitimacy. 
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Both  authors  demonstrated  then  the  speaking  and  dancing  during 
sleep.  By  putting  the  skin  of  the  forehead  in  longitudinal  wrinkles 
solemn  deliria  followed,  by  putting  it  in  horizontal  wrinkles  pleas- 
ant ones.  Tickling  the  skin  of  the  tracheal  region,  the  patient 
sings  solemn  or  jovial  songs,  according  to  the  wrinkling  of  the 
forehead.  Ceasing  to  stroke  the  trachea,  speaking  and  singing  stop 
simultaneously.  The  same  happens  with  the  music.  The  dancing 
according  to  the  rhythmus  ceases  when  the  music  stops.  Patient 
remains  in  the  same  position — all  the  muscles  are  contracted — of 
stony  hardness;  the  body  resembles  a  statue.  Renewal  of  the 
music  produces  again  the  automatic  motions. 

Prof.  Lechner  hopes  that  other  experiments  may  yet  throw  some 
light  on  the  manifestations  of  our  psychical  life.  So  much  is 
certain,  our  animal  organism  is  a  real  reflex  mechanism;  in  all  man- 
ifestations of  life,  positive,  active  manifestations  respond  to  stimuli. 
During  hypnosis  all  inhibition  ceases,  which  from  the  cortex  may 
be  put  in  opposition  to  the  reflexes.  The  cessation  of  this  inhibition 
is  th^  essence  of  hypnosis.     But  what  causes  this  inhibition  ? 

According  to  his  psychiological  experiments,  the  reflexes  in  their 
origin  are  the  more  inhibited  by  the  functiop  of  the  corticalis;  the 
larger  the  quantity  of  ideas  is  which  pass  into  consciousness  in 
consequence  of  the  stimulus,  which  might  have  produced  the 
reflexes.  The  intensity  of  the  inhibition  stands  therefore  in  direct 
proportion  to  the  number  of  ideas  which  become  conscious  by  a 
stimulus. 

The  mechanism  of  association  in  the  cortex  is  by  its  formation  a 

separate  reflex  mechanism  in  the  total  reflex  apparatus,  producing 

by  dividing  the  quantity  of  the  stimulus  that  inhibition  which  the 

intellectual  processes  of  the  cortex  exercise  on  the  reflexes.     Any 

organic  function  may  be  best  studied  when  its  organ  is  taken  off 

from  its  work.     During  hypnosis  the  mechanism  of  association  is 

entirely  and  in  different  manners  thrown  from  the  arch  of  reflex 

mechanism,  so  that  for  the  study  of  the  phenomena  of  reflex 
inhibition  there  cannot  be  any  better  material  than  persons  who 
can  be  hypnotized,  and  we  would  recommend  therefore  a  continu- 
ance of  these  experiments  whenever  an  opportunity  offers. —  Cen- 
tralblatt  der  NervenheilkundCy  No.  15,  Aug.  188 Jf. 
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auitejr  Stieua* 


BUSHBOD  W.  JAMES,  A.  M..  M.  D.,  PHILADELPHIA,  EDITOB. 


INTERNAL  USE  OF  HOT  WATER. 

The  best  time  to  use  hot  water  is  probably  about  one  hour  be- 
fore meals,  and,  in  some  instances,  half  an  hour  before  retiring  to 
bed.  The  most  important  time  of  all,  however,  is  the  hour  before 
breakfast  in  the  morning.  The  digestive  apparatus,  of  the  weak 
and  morbid  needs  cleansing  after  a  night  of  rest — or  unrest,  as  in 
the  case  of  invalids.  A  half  or  whole  pint  8f  hot  water,  taken 
upon  getting  out  of  bed  in  the  morning,  will,  in  most  instances, 
soon  break  up  morbid  conditions  of  the  bowels,  and  natural  per- 
istaltic motions  will  be  established  even  in  obstinate  cases.  It  may 
be  necessary,  in  some  instances,  to  medicate  the  water  slightly,  and 
thus  improve  its  taste  and  add  to  its  activity.  A  few  drops  of 
tincture  of  ginger,  a  half-teaspoonf  ul  of  tartrate  of  soda,  or  sulphate 
of  magnesia,  are  unobjectionable  adjuncts  to  the  water,  and,  indeed, 
sometimes  are  necessary.  The  practice  of  using  hot  water  may 
continue  so  long  as  it  is  found  to  give  relief,  and  so  long  as  it  con- 
tinues to  the  establishment  of  "  inward  cleanliness  "  and  consequent 
robust  health.  Those  in  sound  condition  may  use  hot  water  with 
advantage  occasionally  throughout  life.  The  therapeutical  influ- 
ence of  water,  hot  and  cold,  has  been  but  imperfectly  understood  by 
physicians,  and  this  is  not  strange,  considering  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  has  been  employed.  It  has  been  supposed,  yrhen 
patients  are  sent  to  famous  springs  for  treatment,  that  it  was  the 
"  salts  "  in  the  water  to  which  the  cures  were  due,  but  now  observ- 
ing medical  men  look  upon  the  "salts"  with  distrust,  and  these 
take  at  least  a  secondary  place  as  curative  agents  in  their  minds. — 
Popular  Science  News. 
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COW'S  MILK  FOR  INFANTS. 

Dr.  J,  P.  Lynde,  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  lately  de- 
livered an  address  upon  **  Infantile  Mortality,"  a  portion  of  which 
touched  upon  the  above  subject,  which  we  reproduce  from  the  Pop- 
ular Science  News : 

"The  chemist  has  been  asked  to  determine  by  the  methods  of  his 
subtle  art  the  constituent  elements  and  the  difference  between 
human  and  cow's  milk,  and  he  finds  proportionally  more  sugar  in 
human  and  more  caseine  in  cow's  milk,  with  less  important  varia- 
tion in  the  fatty,  saline  and  animal  elements.  He  also  finds  that 
the  caseine  of  human  and  that  of  cow's  milk  differs  in  its  physical 
characteristics  when  acted  upon  by  re-agents,  that  of  the  cow  form- 
ing a  more  tough,  firm,  indigestible  curd. 

"Different  analyses  give  variable  results  in  all  particulars,  as 
.  might  be  expected ;  for  it  is  apparent  that  the  composition  of  any 
milk,  human  or  animal,  will  be  modified  by  the  season  of  the  year^ 
the  quality  of  the  food  and  drink,  the  state  of  health,  the  time 
since  parturition,  individual  and  race  peculiarities,  and  many  other 
influences.  Again,  milk  has  certain  volatile  elements,  and  it  may 
be  polluted  with  septic  germs,  or  the  infection  agent  of  severe  or 
deadly  disease,  which  no  art  of  the  chemist  can  detect.  So  that, 
whatever  may  be  the  results  of  analysis  showing  differences  in  the 
grosser  constituents,  they  are  not  of  sufficient  practical  importance 
from  which  to  deduce  the  conclusion  that  it  is  dangerous  to  feed 
infants  with  undiluted  cow*s  milk,  and  that  they  cannot  be  safely 
and  successfully  raised  in  this  manner. 

"  The  artificial  substitutes  for  human  milk  that  have  been  men- 
tioned have  certainly  been  most  thoroughly  tried  for  many  years,, 
and  the  results  have  not  been  very  flattering  to  the  scientific  acu- 
men of  the  inventors.  Thousands  of  helpless,  beautiful  children 
have  been  yearly  starved  to  death,  poisoned,  and  made  sick  by  the 
use  of  these  unsuitable,  indigestible  foods. 

"All  theories  and  methods  of  administration,  to  be  accepted  a& 
fixed,  must  successfully  stand  the  great  crucial  test  of  science — that 
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of  observation  and  experience.     What  testimony,  then,  can  we  se- 
cure from  observation  and  experience? 

"His  experience"  (Dr.  Hiram  Corson's)  "confirms  his  opinion 
^  that  thousands  of  children  who  die  annually  of  diarrhoeal  diseases 
die  for  want  of  food.  They  are  really  starved  to  death.  And  we' 
{i.  6.,  the  profession),  '  are  not  blameless.' 

^'  After  earnest  discussion  for  two  days,  the  conclusions  reached 
in  regard  to  artificial  foods  were  expressed  by  Dr.  Soltmann  as  fol- 
lows: ^Now  and  evermore,  it  is  unanimously  agreed  that  these 
preparations  can  in  no  way  be  substituted  for  mother's  milk,  and, 
as  exclusive  foods  during  the  first  year,  are  to  be  entirely  and  com- 
pletely rejected.' 

"  In  regard  to  cow's  milk  he  said :  *  Therefore,  we  now'  stand  at 
this  point:  Cow's  milk  is  the  only  substitute  for  mother's  milk. 
Our  whole  endeavor  must  be  to  procure  and  use  this  in  the  best 
way.' 

"In  artificial  feeding  we  should  carefully  observe  the  methods 
and  follow  the  indications  of  nature.  Therefore,  we  should  isatisf y 
the  infant's  thirst  by  allowing  it  to  draw  water  from  a  tumbler 
slowly  through  the  nurse-tube.  Some  children  will  require  consid- 
erable, others  but  little.  Not  being  an  aliment,  it  does  not  excite 
the  secretion  of  the  gastric  juices.  Then,  in  a  few  moments,  allow 
the  child  all  the  fresh,  undiluted  cow^s  milk  it  will  tdke^  warmed  to 
the  temperature  of  the  blood,  only  being  sure  that  it  is  slowly  in- 
gested, just  as  nature  supplies  it  when  nursed  from  the  mother's 
breast. 

"Some  will  ask.  Why  not  mix  the  water  and  milk  in  the  bottle, 
instead  of  in  the  stomach  ?     What  is  the  difference  in  result  ? 

"  Milk  and  water  is  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  It  is  extended, 
adulterated,  weakened  milk,  and,  when  it  is  thus  administered,  more 
bulk  is  required  for  a  given  amount  of  nourishment,  the  stomach  is 
over-distended,  and  the  gastric  juice  so  diluted  as  to  weaken  its  di- 
gestive power.  Besides,  the  water  and  milk  separately  administered, 
mix  but  little  in  the  stomach,  the  water  is  so  rapidly  absorbed.  By 
this  method  we  do  closely  imitate  nature,  and,  in  a  great  measure, 
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yes,  almost  entirely,  overcome  the  difference  in  quality  and  digesti- 
bility of  the  caseine  between  human  and  cow's  milk. 

"The  quality  of  milk  is  influenced  by  the  season  bf  the  year,  the 
food,  air,  water  and  care  which  the  cow  receives,  and  the  state  of 
her  health.  For  obvious  reasons  we  would  avoid  a  diseased,  old  or 
farrow  cow;  one  fed  on  turnips,  onions,  cabbage,  slops,  garbage 
and  coarse,  sour  swamp-grasses,  supplied  with  water  from  a  stag- 
nant pool  or  polluted  well,  or  kept  in  a  damp,  filthy,  ill-ventilated 
stable;  and  select  a  young,  healthy  Ayrshire  or  grade  cow  that  has 
recently  had  a  calf;  one  that  has  good,  sweet,  upland  pasturage, 
with  pure  spring  water  to  drink,  and  a  plenty  of  salt;  one  that  is 
sheltered  in  a  clean,  well- ventilated  stable;  one  that  has  good  care, 
that  is  kept  quiet  and  gentle,  not  worried  by  dogs  or  boys.  We 
would  examine  the  milk  with  a  test  tube,  note  its  specific  gravity, 
its  color,  smell  and  taste,  the  percentage  of  cream,  its  reaction  to 
test  paper,  and,  if  acid,  reject  it.  We  must  use  our  eyes,  nose  and 
taste,  and  secure  pure,  rich  milk,  milked  morning  and  evening  from 
a  clean  cow  into  a  clean  pail,  keep  it  in  a  clean  bowl,  covered  with 
a  clean  napkin,  in  a  clean  closet,  away  from  the  pantry  where  food 
is  stored.  It  will  rapidly  absorb  odors,  dust  and  septic  germs,  and 
in  hot  weather  will  quickly  ferment,  putrefy  and  spoil  unless  cared 
for,  and  thus  become  the  vehicle  or  cause  of  severe  or  perhaps 
deadly  disease.  It  is  the  most  sensitive  and  easily  spoiled  of  all 
animal  foods. 

"  Having  secured  good  milk,  we  would  procure  a  suitable  nurse- 
tube  and  bottle,  one  with  a  screw  in  the  stopper  to  regulate  the 
flow.  We  must  be  sure  that  the  child  draws  the  milk  slowly,  just 
as  in  nursing,  for  if  poured  into  the  stomach  faster  than  the  gastric 
juices  can  be  secreted  to  mix  with  it,  it  may  form  a  hard  mass  of 
curd,  distress  the  child,  and  perhaps  cause  a  convulsion. 

"  The  nurse-tube  and  bottle  should  be  kept  scrupulously  clean  and 
sweet  by  rinsing  in  weak  soda-water  immediately  after  using.  Per- 
haps, after  all  our  care,  the  milk  may  not  be  acceptable  to  the  deli- 
cate stomach;  then  render  it  more  alkaline  by  adding  a  suitable 
quantity  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  or  potassa,  or  the  phosphate  of 
soda;  or  try  the  milk  of  another  cow.     The  trouble  may  be  due  to 
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bacteria  or  microdemes,  then  sterilize  the  milk,  as  advised  by  Tyn- 
dall,  by  subjecting  it  to  a  heat  of  160^  for  a  few  minutes. 

"I  never  boii  milk  for  a  child;  it  changes  its  specific  gravity  and 
other  characteristics.     Salt  should  not  be  forgotten. 

"  We  cannot  manage  all  children  by  one  precise  rule.  Rules  and 
methods  must  be  elastic,  and  varied  to  meet  individual  idiosyn- 
crasies and  peculiar  conditions." 


AN  INCUBATOR  FOR  HUMAN  CHICKENS. 

Under  this  caption  the  Science  News  translates  the  following 
from  a  foreign  journal : 

"The  couvreuse^  or  mechanical  nurse,  is  a  plain  wooden  box, 
measuring  about  2  feet  8  inches  by  2  feet  4  inches,  and  2  feet  4 
inches  in  height.  The  box  has  a  double  covering,  the  space  be- 
tween being  filled  with  sawdust  to  retain  the  heat,  and  is  divided 
into  two  parts.  The  lower  half  contains  a  reservoir,  which  holds 
about  sixty  litres  of  water,  and  is  fed  by  a  patent  boiler  that  stands 
outside  the  box,  and  is  warmed  by  an  oil-lamp;  or  hot  water  may 
be  used  without  recourse  to  the  lamp.  The  upper  portion  of  the 
box  f  ornis  a  warm  chamber,  where  a  little  basket  or  cradle  is  placed, 
large  enough  to  hold  two  infants.  From  an  opening  at  the  side 
this  cradle  may  be  withdrawn,  while  the  top  of  the  box  has  a  double- 
glass  covering,  so  that  the  children  and  the  thermometer  lying  by 
their  side  can  be  constantly  watched.  If  the  water  used  in  the  first 
instance  is  cold,  it  takes  a  long  time  to  attain  the  required  tempera- 
ture, but  once  this  is  done,  the  lamp  need  only  be  relighted  three 
or  four  times  in  the  course  of  the  day.  It  is  best  to  warm  the  ap- 
paratus while  the  infants  are  being  fed  or  washed.  The  tempera- 
ture within  the  couvreitse  is  generally  maintained  at  86^  F.,  and 
though  the  contrast  on  withdrawing  the  child  to  be  fed  or  washed 
is  very  great,  amounting  often  to  30°  F.,  colds  are  not  so  frequent 
as  among  the  infants  nursed  in  the  ordinary  manner.  Altogether,, 
the  experiment  is  considered  so  successful  that  it  is  proposed  to 
supply  all  the  hospitals  of  France  with  a  couvreuae^  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  anticipate  good  results  from  this  measure.  Nor  is 
this  all.  A  small,  portable  couvreuse  is  now  about  to  be  tried,  which 
could  be  carried  by  hand  from  house  to  house.  After  this  we  shall 
probably  have  perambulators  constructed  on  the  same  model.  In 
conclusion  we  should  remark  that,  though  no  very  careful  experi- 
ments have  been  made  with  respect  to  the  ventilation  within  the 
couvreuse,  yet  this  is  evidently  sufficient.  Apertures  are  made  in 
the  lower  portion  of  the  box,  the  fresh  air  travels  over  the  hot- 
water  reservoir,  and  is  thus  warmed  before  it  reaches  the  child. 
The  very  great  difference  of  temperature  within  the  coiivreiLse  in- 
sures a  constant  current  of  air,  though  the  child  is  protected  by  its 
cradle  and  clothes  from  any  draught." 
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|rarfo  of  U^Mritit 


H.  W.  TAYLOR,  M.  D.,  PARIS,  ILL.,  EDITOR. 


HODGKIN'S  ^DISEASE— WITH  A  CASE. 

F.  O.  CLEMMER,  M.  D.,  INDIANAPOLIS,  IND/ 


Hodgkin's  disease  is  one  of  the  few  maladies  that  escaped  recog- 
nition and  description  by  the  rank  and  file  of  medical  writers  until 
within  recent  times.  Under  pathological  nomenclature,  the  disease 
is  recognized  as  lymphadinosis,  but  in  order  to  make  the  award  of 
merit  to  him  whose  erudition  first  threw  light  upon  the  subject,  it 
is  generally  known  as  Hodgkin's  disease.  He  directed  attention  to 
this  peculiar  disorder  of  the  lymphatic  system  in  1832.  Other  writers 
reported  cases  of  the  disease  from  time  to  time,  but  it  was  not  until 
about  I860  that  the  disease  received  general  description  and  special 
study.  Splenic  leucocythemia,  a  disease  similar  to  Hodgkin's  dis- 
ease, attracted  attention  about  the  same  time.  The  coincidence  in 
chronological  order  of  discovery  and  study  is  no  less  remarkable 
than  the  similarity  of  symptomatic  manifestation. 

It  was  my  fortune  to  treat  a  case  of  Hodgkin's  disease  some  years 
since,  and  as  the  disease  is  rare,  a  detail  of  the  case  may  be  of  in- 
terest, as  well  as  profitable  in  its  discussion.  The  patient  was  a 
woman,  aged  19,  married  two  years,  without  children;  had  light 
brown  hair  and  blue  eyes,  fair  complexion  and  delicate  skin.  Had 
always  been  a  healthful,  robust  girl,  weighing  150  pounds  up  to  her 
last  illness.  The  family  history  was  good,  there  being  no  evidence 
of  scrofulous  or  other  constitutional  disturbance.  When  I  first  saw 
the  case  the  disease  had  been  in  existence  over  three  years.  To  say 
the  least,  I  found  a  very  interesting  case.      The  lady  was  much 

emaciated  and  anaemic;  she  was  considerably  reduced  in  strength, 
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showing  a  diminution  of  the  vital  forces.     The  case  assumed  one  of 
desperation,  as  she  was  very  weak,  scarcely  able  to  do  light  work 
Pulse  at  all  times  was  from  120  to  130,  small  and  weak.     Respira- 
tions, 30;  temperature  varied  from  100°  to  102°,  being  highest  in 
the  evening.      Menstruation   regular  up  till  within  four  months, 
though  growing  paler  and  more  scanty.     There  was  a  persistent, 
dry  cough.     Appetite  and  digestion  were  remarkably  good,  eating 
most  anything  she  desired,  as  it  seldom  disagreed.    Bowels  regular. 
The  skin  about  head  and  neck  toward  last  six  weeks  was  bathed  in 
a  persistent,  cold  perspiration.    Inspection  revealed  a  tumor,  the 
size  of  a  quart  cup  or  larger,  spread  out  from  the  tip  of  the  left 
shoulder  along  the  supra-clavicular  region,  along  the  neck  as  far  as 
the  angle  of  lower  jaw  and  around  toward  the  spine.    This  diseased 
mass  was  of  a  cartilaginous  hardness  and  very  fixed  in  its  relation 
to  surrounding  tissues,  in  which  it  seemed  imbedded.     The  surface 
was  very  irregular  and  nodular.    The  skin  was  not  inflamed.    There 
was  no  tenderness.    Glands  in  the  axilla  of  the  same  side  and  along 
the  lower  jaw,  neck  and  occiput  were  enlarged,  hard  and  oval  in 
shape.     The  spine  had  a  well-marked  curvature  in  the  dorso-cervi- 
cal  region,  with  concavity  looking  to  the  left.     The  left  lung  was 
quite  dull  on  percussion,  giving  evidence  of  considerable  enlarge- 
ment of  the  bronchial  and  mediastinal  glands.     The  spleen  was  eh- 
larged  to  an  unusual  degree.      There  were  sharp,  shooting  pains  in 
the  tumor  running  down  the  arm,  due  to  mechanical  pressure  on  the 
nerves,  generally  worse  evenings.     The  patient  would  assume  dif- 
ferent positions,  for  hours  at  a  time,  to  relieve  the  severe  pain,  espe- 
cially during  the  last  month.    There  was  much  complaint  of  distress 
at  base  of  brain,  which  was  described  as  the  humming  of  a  sewing 
machine.     The  pain  would  shoot  forward  at  times  and  settle  in  and 
about  the  eyes,  which  were  occasionally  hyperaemic  and  suffused 
with  tears. 

The  mental  condition  was  likewise  affected.  She  had  for  a  long 
time,  every  evening  about  7  o'clock,  loquacious  delirium,  in  which 
the  patient  gave  expression  to  all  sorts  of  weird  projects  and  notions, 
and  of  which  she  remembered  nothing  next  day.  There  was  occa- 
sional nose-bleed,  a  usual  symptom  where  there  is  splenic  disease. 


1885.]  AMERICAN   OBSBBYEB.  19 

Through  the  tumor,  a  seton  had  been  introduced  by  the  physician 
who  preceded  me  in  the  case,  which  he  pronounced  a  "  scrofulous 
tumor."  There  was  slight  suppuration  and  a  good  deal  of  annoy- 
ance induced,  but  no  benefit,  by  this  antiquated  treatment.  An  un- 
favorable prognosis  was  given  the  friends.  Nevertheless,  I  was 
given  charge  of  the  case.  The  seton  was  removed  and  Arsenicum 
administered.  For  the  control  of  insufferable  pain.  Morphine  was 
given.  Restless  nights  were  thus  changed  from  distress  to  quiet 
sleep.  Arsenicum  and  Phosphorus  were  the  only  constitutional 
remedies  exhibited.  The  appetite  continued  fair  till  within  a  few 
days  of  dissolution.  The  progress  of  the  case  was  one  of  slow  as- 
thenia. The  case  was  under  my  charge  about  six  months.  During 
that  time  the  glandular  enlargements  underwent  changes.  The 
tumor  was  reduced  one-half.  Glands  on  the  right  side  became  af- 
fected in  a  similar  manner,  only  to  a  less  degree.  The  hyoid  glands 
were  enlarged,  and  displaced  the  larnyx  somewhat  to  the  right. 
These,  together  with  the  enlarged  sub- maxillary  lymph  glands, 
formed  an  uneven  mass  surrounding  the  throat.  The  inguinal 
glands  were  also  enlarged.  The  largest  gland,  the  size  of  a  hen's 
eggy  was  s.ituated  at  the  angle  of  the  jaw.  This  general  enlarge- 
ment of  all  the  superficial,  as  well  as  deep-seated  glands  about  the 
head,  neck  and  shoulders  formed  a  picture  never  to  be  mistaken  or 
forgotten. 

The  main  features  of  this  case  are  briefly  stated.  Important  facts 
are  necessarily  omitted,  as  I  had  the  case  under  observation  only 
six  months  out  of  the  four  years  of  its  full  duration.  Besides,  a 
post-mortem  examination  was  not  permitted.  But  there  are  fur- 
nished sufficient  data  for  profitable  study.  These  have  been  care- 
fully considered  in  connection  with  the  excellent  article  on  this  dis- 
ease by  Dr.  Gowers,  in  "  Reynold's  System  of  Medicine,"  to  whom 
I  am  largely  indebted  for  valuable  aid  in  the  preparation  of  this 
paper. 

.  This  writer  speaks  of  varieties  based  upon  a  distinction  between 
glands  that  are  hard  and  those  that  are  soft,  but  correctly  attaches 
little  importance  to  this  classification,  as  both  varieties  may  exist  in 
the  same  case.     In  my  own  case,  one  of  the  glands  in  the  axilla 
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softened  and  discharged,  while  the  remaining  glands  conformed  to 
the  general  rule  of  the  disease,  that  of  induration.  Another  classi- 
fication is  based  upon  the  mode  of  distribution  of  the  glandular 
swellings.  In  cases  where  the  enlargement  is  confined  to  one  group 
of  glands,  the  disease  presents  the  appearance  of  a  tumor.  Other 
cases  present  a  more  general  distribution  of  the  disease  to  all  parts 
of  the  lymphatic  system.  Between  these  two  extremes  there  ap- 
pear a  blending  of  the  local  and  general  manifestation.  The  case 
recited  presented  both  the  widespread  disturbance  and  the  large 
tumor  of  the  shoulder. 

The  etiology  of  the  disease  is  problematic.  In  62  cases  out  of 
114,  there  were  not  a  sufficient  perturbation  of  health  previous  to 
the  appearance  of  the  disease  upon  which  even  to  base  a  presump- 
tion of  a  cause.  The  disease  occurs  oftener  in  the  male  sex,  three 
to  one;  but  it  occurs  in  at  all  ages  from  1  to  10  years.  Between 
the  ages  of  40  and  50  there  seems  to  be  special  immunity,  and  the 
disease  is  not  frequent  after  sixty.  Various  causes  are  passed  in 
review,  such  as  heredity,  intemperance,  mental  depression,  bad  hy- 
gienic environments,  child-birth,  local  irritation  and  the  like.  The 
fact  that  many  and  diverse  etiological  factors  are  alleged  by  writers 
to  cause  the  disease  in  certain  cases,  goes  to  show  a  lack  of  under- 
standing of  the  true  cause.  There  is  evidently  some  undiscovered 
relation  between  the  physiology  that  must  find  expression  in  spe- 
cific etiology  to  which  the  factors  named  above  will  pay  tribute  as 
exciting  causes.  When  the  etiology  of  lymphadinosis  is  under- 
stood, the  whole  subject  of  glandular  disease,  the  scrofulous  gland, 
and  other  disorders  of  the  lymphatic  system,  will  come  within  easy 
range  of  our  comprehension.  Hodgkin's  disease  cannot  consistently 
be  called  scrofulous  in  nature.  And  so  there  are  enlarged  glands 
following  in  the  train  of  symptoms  of  other  diseases  that  are  not 
strumous  in  character.  Diphtheria,  scarlatina,  and  other  inflamma- 
tory irritations  about  the  throat  frequently  cause  glandular  swell- 
ing in  the  neck.  The  gland  disease  is  evidently  secondary  and  fol- 
lows irritation  of  the  periphera  the  same  as  buboes  follows  upon 
venereal  sores,  or  as  enlarged  glands  in  axilla  are  a  sequence  of 
traumatic  causes  acting  at  the  extremity.     Thus  I  come  to  look 
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upon  the  "Scrofulous  gland"  as  secondary  only  to  local  irritation 
set  up  by  some  one  of  the  many  strumous  manifestations  working 
at  the  periphera.  The  enlarged  gland  found  upon  the  neck  of  a 
cachectic  subject  may  be  the  expression  of  scrofula,  but  it  is  not 
primarily  scrofulous. 

Whatever  be  the  primary  cause,  whether  traumina,  acute  in- 
flammation or  scrofula,  the  enlarged  lymphatic  glands  are  second- 
ary  and  stand  in  direct  causative  relation  to  such  local  irritation; 
whether  scrofula  be  present  in  the  system  or  not,  local  lesion  of 
some  kind  is  the  exciting  cause  of  gland  disease,  and  without  such 
lesion  there  is  no  glandular  disorder.  The  lesion  in  a  given  case 
may  hot  be  discoverable,  having  passed  away  unnoticed,  though  the 
gland  disease  (whose  index  it  is),  persists  long  after.  Peripheral 
lesions  are  varied  and  numerous.  Faulty  dentition,  ulceration  of 
the  phamyx  oi*  of  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane,  tonsillitis^ 
ozsBna,  skin  eruptions,  disease  of  the  scalp,  ulcers,  abscesses,  and  the 
like,  are  recognized  lesions  which  may  give  rise  to  enlarged  glands^ 
Syphilis  and  tuberculosis  are  likewise  manifest  in  diseased  lym* 
phatic  glands  secondary  by  means  of  the  well-known  lesions  acting 
as  peripheral  irritants.  We  must  regard  the  affection  as  primarily 
constitutional,  with  local  growths  as  the  result  of  that  general  state^ 
which  are  determined  often  by  local  causes. 

This  principle  is  aptly  illustrated  in  case  of  cheesy  pneumonia^ 
in  its  relation  to  tuberculosis.  The  cheesy  infiltration  is  not  an  eX'- 
pression  of  the  tuberculosis  dyscrasia,  as  it  is  primarily  a  local  dis- 
turbance,  but  it  frequently  happens  that  in  the  cachectic  subject 
this  caseous  infiltration  is  the  local  influence  to  encourage  and  de- 
velop tuberculous  consumption.  This  diversion  is  made  in  order  to 
explain  that  which  seems  to  be  the  most  plausible  explanation  of 
Hodgkin's  disease.  Local  irritation  in  one  form  or  another,  it  is 
believed,  must  be  held  accountable  for  this  disease. 

Dr.  Gowers  says  under  this  head :  "  The  irritation  of  a  decayed 
tooth,  of  chronic  coryza,  and  of  discharge  from  the  ear,  appeared, 
in  three  cases  respectively,  to  be  the  causes  of  an  initial  enlarge- 
ment of  the  cervical  glands.  In  three  other  cases  a  sore  throat  ap- 
peared to  produce  the  same  effect.  In  one,  for  instance,  a  catarrhal 
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tonsillitis  was  followed  by  considerable  and  permanent  enlargement 
of  one  tonsil,  and  subsequently,  of  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the 
neck.  The  sore  throat,  in  one  case,  was  syphilitic  in  character. 
The  disease  commenced,  in  two  cases,  by  enlargement  of  the  glands 
secondary  to  an  inflammation  of  the  lachrymal  sac."  That  not  all 
enlarged  glands,  from  such  causes,  advance  into  a  full-fledged  lym- 
phadinosis  is  quite  evident,  but  in  the  light  of  the  facts  presented 
by  Dr.  Gowers,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  all  cases  of  Hodg- 
kin's  disease  have  their  origin  in  just  such  irritation.  This  view  is 
all  the  more  reasonable  from  the  fact  "that  in  some  cases  local 
glandular  enlargement  has  preceded,  for  a  time,  the  general  affec- 
tion." In  this  way  the  causes  assigned  by  different  writers,  such 
as  intemperance,  local  inflammation,  syphilis  and  the  like,  could  be 
reconciled  to  this  general  cause  by  supplying  the  conditions  neces- 
sary for  its  activity.  It  is  not  supposed  that  a  single  lesion  will 
account  directly  for  all  the  enlarged  glands  in  a  general  affection, 
but  the  morbid  process  and  products  once  excited  in  a  single  gland 
or  set  of  glands,  these  in  turn  become  the  irritating  cause  for  con- 
tiguous contamination  of  neighboring  glands. 

In  the  case  I  had  to  treat  the  only  lesion  found  in  its  history  was 
traumatic,  the  patient  having  sustained  an  injury  in  the  region 
where  the  disease  first  manifested  itself.  In  studying  the  patho- 
logical anatomy  it  is  necessary  to  remember  the  location  and  num- 
ber of  the  lymphatic  glands,  especially  about  the  head  and  neck. 
One  or  two  glands  are  situated  in  the  sub-occipital  region;  four  or 
five  about  the  mastoid  process.  The  parotid  has  from  five  to  ten, 
some  deep-seated,  others  superficial.  About  a  dozen  are  located 
along  the  base  of  the  jaw,  one  or  two  are  placed  in  front  just  above 
and  a  few  below  the  hyoid  bone.  Observe,  please,  that  these 
glands  receive  lymph  through  their  efferent  vessels  from 
the  parts  corresponding  to  their  respective  localities,  and  that 
these  vessels  pass  to  the  deep  cervical  glands.  The  superficial 
glands,  about  five  in  number,  are  placed  along  the  line  of  the  ex- 
ternal jugular  vein  between  the  platasma  and  sterno-mastoid 
muscle.  The  deep  cervical,  upper  set,  fifteen  in  number,  are 
arranged  along  the  internal  jugular  and  bifurcation  of  carotid  ;  the 
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lower  set  are  found  in  the  supra-clavicular  region,  and  communi- 
cate with  the  axillary  glands  by  a  chain  along  the  axillary  artery; 
also  with  the  glands  in  the  mediastinum  and  upper  set  of  cervical. 
The  disease  may  be  confined  to  one  set  of  glands,  but  usually  at- 
tacks several,  involving  both  the  superficial  and  deep.  The  order 
of  frequency  is  given  as  cervical,  axillary,  inguinal,  retro-peri- 
toneal, bronchial,  mediastinal,  mesenteric. 

Both  sides  are  likely  to  be  invaded,  one  following  the  other,  it 
may  be  at  a  long  interval.  The  two  sides  are  not  affected  alike. 
Different  groups  may  be  affected,  or  the  same  set,  in  an  unequal 
degree.  These  points  are  observed  in  my  case.  On  the  left  side, 
the  deep  lower  cervical  glands  were  very  much  enlarged,  so  as  to 
form  a  considerable  tumor.  The  corresponding  set  on  opposite 
side  were  affected  only  slightly,  and  that  only  after  the  disease  had 
been  in  progress  three  years.  The  glands  in  the  lung  cavity,  that 
Is,  the  bronchial  and  mediastinal,  being  in  direct  communication 
with  the  deep  cervical  glands  above,  were  early  and  profoundly 
affected.  It  is  supposed  these  glands  were  as  much  enlarged  as  the 
cervical,  for  in  no  other  way  could  the  dullness  of  that  side  be  ac- 
counted for.  The  size  of  an  individual  gland  varies  from  a  small 
nut  to  a  hen's  egg.  A  conglomerate  mass  of  'glands  may  reach  the 
size  of  a  child's  head.  The  liver,  kidneys,  spleen,  and  other  organs, 
are  generally  implicated  by  enlargement,  either  through  simple 
hypertrophy  or  by  a  lymphoid  growth.  These  growths  are  gray, 
and  the  size  of  a  pin's  head  or  a  pea;  they  rarely  undergo  degene- 
ration. In  the  lungs  the  local  congestions  which  these  growths 
induce  may  lead  to  pneumonia.  The  lung,  however,  is  more  apt  to 
suffer  from  oedema — from  the  invasion  of  the  enlarged  glands. 

The  clinical  history  of  this  disease  has  already  been  somewhat 
defined,  but  as  a  thorough  understanding  of  the  symptoms  is  neces- 
sary for  early  and  intelligent  diagnosis,  a  reiteration  may  be  toler- 
ated. The  cardinal  elements  from  which  emanate  all  signs  and 
symptoms  of  the  disease  are  the  glandular  enlargement  and  the 
condition  of  the  blood.  In  a  vast  majority  of  instances  the  super- 
ficial glands  are  first  affected,  but  the  cervical  glands  in  the 
posterior  triangle  take  the  lead  in  point  of  frequency,  followed  by 
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the  sub-maxillary  and  inguinal.  Where  the  disease  is  confined  for 
a  time  to  the  bronchial  and  mediastinal  glands,  the  cough  and  pain 
are  the  only  indications.  Pain  in  the  abdomen  would  be  the  only 
index  to  a  confinement  of  the  disease  to  the  retro-peritoneal  glands; 
pain  and  oedema  of  the  legs  would  point  to  the  trouble  located  in 
the  pelvis.  In  other  cases  the  first  symptoms  of  the  disease  are 
attributable  to  the  ansBmia,  such  as  emaciation,  weakness,  pallor, 
dyspnoea,  epistaxis  and  amenorrhoea.  Sooner  or  later  a  diagnosis 
is  precipitated  by  the  pathognomonic  signs  displayed  upon  the 
outer  walls  by  enlargement  of  the  superficial  glands.  This  con- 
dition obtains  generally  as  the  point  of  departure. 

Then  the  line  of  development,  as  in  my  case,  will  present  this 
history:  At  first,  and  for  about  a  year,  the  patient  noticed  in  the 
supra-clavicular  fossa  a  small,  hard,  movable,  enlarged  gland,  which 
in  time  was  followed  by  a  like  enlargement  of  a  neighboring  gland; 
others  in  the  vicinity  likewise  became  diseased.  These  became 
adherent  by  inflammatory  products  and  formed  a  tumor.  There 
was  no  pain  in  the  glands  or  tumor  until  it  was  large  enough  to 
cause  disturbance  by  mechanical  pressure.  Glands  in  the  neck, 
axilla  and  under-jaw,  became  implicated  in  time.  Sometimes  the 
course  of  the  disease  is  more  rapid,  when  the  glands  are  more  likely 
to  be  soft. 

The  duration  varies  within  wide  limits — of  from  a  few  months  to 
five  or  six  years — average,  nineteen  months.  The  glands  may  con- 
tinue to  enlarge  to  the  last,  but,  as  in  my  case,  they  sometimes 
undergo  considerable  diminution  before  death.  The  appearance  of 
my  patient  was  much  altered,  the  cervical  glands  being  much 
enlarged,  as  were  the  sub-maxillary  and  hyoid  glands.  The  neck 
seemed  almost  obliterated.  The  parotid  and  occipital  glands  on 
both  sides  were  greatly  enlarged.  With  this  condition  of  affairs, 
we  naturally  look  for  nervous  and  circulatory  disturbances  due  to 
mechanical  pressure.  The  curvature  of  the  spine,  which  was  the 
result  of  the  tumor,  produced  the  pains  and  delirium  already 
mentioned.  The  lady  favored  the  inclination  of  carrying  her  head 
to  the  left  side,  thus  giving  ease  to  the  diseased  locality,  which  is 
readily  seen  would  eventually  cause  the  curvature.     It  is  likely,  too, 
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that  the  inter-thoracic  pressure  contributed  to  the  same  end. 
Deglutition  was  only  slightly  impaired.  She  more  frequently  com- 
plained  of  noises  about  the  ear,  which  is  explained  by  the  disturb- 
ances in  the  circulation.  In  some  cases  this  pressure  upon  the 
blood  vessels  causes  either  cerebral  anaemia  or  congestion.  In  this 
way  coma,  convulsions,  and  even  death,  may  be  induced. 

On  several  occasions  my  patient  became  faint  and  unconscious. 
A  great  variety  of  disturbances  arise  from  this  pressure  of  enlarged 
glands.  Deafness  is  of  frequent  occurrence.  Pressure  upon  the 
pneumogastric  nerve  may  cause  interference  with  the  cardiac  or 
respiratory  movements.  Compression  of  the  larnyx  or  trachea  would 
cause  difficult  breathing.  Febrile  disturbance  is  not  a  constant 
attendant,  yet  the  usual  thermometric  variations  is  sometimes 
noticed  during  the  disease.  At  times  the  highest  temperature  is  in 
the  morning.  It  may  be  absent  altogether,  especially  in  old  per- 
sons. It  is  usually  present  in  young  subjects,  and  varies  from  100° 
to  103°. 

The  prognosis  and  treatment  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words. 
Death  is  the  irrevocable  law  of  the  disease.  Nothing  but  mistaken 
diagnosis  or  more  efficient  treatment  than  has  yet  been  discovered 
can  alter  the  unexceptional  mortality  from  this  disease.  The  phe- 
nomena of  the  disease  point  to  a  constitutional  perturbation  upon 
which  is  engrafted  the  operation  of  local  causes.  In  cases  where 
the  glands  are  observed  and  properly  intei*preted  early,  before  the 
constitutional  powers  are  undermined,  surgical  interference  prom- 
ises more  than  other  treatment. 

Arsenicum,  Iodide  of  Arsenicum  and  Phosphorus  cover  more 
points  in  the  indications  of  remedial  treatment  than  any  other  class 
of  remedies.  Otherwise  the  treatment  must  be  symptomatic  in 
order  to  meet  special  features. 


Cactus  Geandiflobus  in  Cystic  Irritation. — The  Calcutta 
Medical  Journal  says  that  the  Cactus  g.  has  done  remarkably  good 
service  in  obstinate  cases  of  cystic  irritation  even  when  some  of  the 
best  accredited  remedies  have  failed. 
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CANTHARIS. 

ITS    PHYSIOLOGICAL    ACTION    AND    TflEBAPEUTIO    USES.* 

BY   ALFBED   C.    POPE3    M.   D. 


The  Cantharides  is  an  insect  of  the  order  coleopteray  obtained 
chiefly  from  Russia,  Sicily  and  Hungary;  from  the  dried  beetle  a 
tincture  is  prepared 'by  percolation.  Previously  to  the  time  of 
Hahnemann  it  was  rarely  used  in  medicine,  save  as  a  vesicatory,  for 
which  purpose  it  was,  and  still  is,  largely  employed. 

Some  idea  of  its  really  curative  sphere  was  possessed  by  Dr. 
Groenvelt,  nearly  two  hundred  years  ago.  He  prescribed  it  in  cys- 
titis and  strangury,  but,  as  such  a  use  of  it  was  deemed  unortho- 
dox in  those  days,  he  was  committed  to  Newgate  gaol  by  warrant 
of  the  President  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  a  "  warrant"  which 
happily  runs  no  longer.  .  Dr.  Grcfinvelt  was  not  silenced,  however, 
by  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the  President  of  his  college,  for  seven 
years  later  he  published  a  second  edition  of  his  offending  little  book, 
entitled  De  Tuto  Cantharidum  in  JJso  Interno,\  Writing  some 
thirty  years  afterwards.  Dr.  Quincy,  in  his  Compleat  Dispensatory^ 
when  referring  to  this  action  of  the  President,  says:  *'The  issue 
ruined  the  unhappy  doctor,  and  taught  his  envious  prosecutors  the 
safety  and  value  of  his  practice."  History  has,  in  regard  to  homoe- 
opathy, partly  repeated  this  performance.  If  "  envious  prosecut- 
ors" have  not  "  ruined"  those  who  have  practiced  homoeopathy,  they 
have  assuredly  done  their  best  to  do  so;  and  now  they  have,  to  no 
small  extent,  learned  from  their  victims  the  "  safety  and  value"  of 
their  practice. 

For  some  time  after  this  Cantharides  was  employed  "  where,"  to 
quote  Dr.  Quincy,  "sloughy  and  cold  humours  have  clogged  the 
reins  and  genital  parts."  Still  it  was  felt  to  be  dangerous — as  in- 
deed it  was — to  give  such  a  substance  in  such  a  case,  in  the  gross 
quantities  in  which  at  that  time  it  was  supposed  necessary  to  pre- 

*  Bevised  from  a  lecture  delivered  at  the  London  School  of  Homoeopathy,  Session  1888^. 
— Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review. 

t  In  the  10th  velume  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homo&opathyy  Dr.  Sharp  gives  a  trans* 
lation  of  the  more  interesting  parts  of  this  essay. 


s 

1886.]  AMBBICAN   OBSEBVEB.  27 

scribe  medicines  of  every  kind,  and  consequently  our  author  adds, 
"  but  notwithstanding  these  commendations  of  this  medicine,  which 
indeed  cannot  be  greater  than  it  deserves,  yet  none  but  the  truly 
skillful  must  dare  to  meddle  with  it,  for  by  an  injudicious  adminis- 
tration it  may  occasion  stranguries,  erosions,  excoriations,  and  even 
convulsions."  It  required  a  Hahnemann  to  point  out  that  a  right 
medicine  might  be  given  in  a  wrong  way,  and 'further  to  show  the 
right  way  of  prescribing  the  right  medicine. 

In  its  action  upon  the  body  Cantharis  is  essentially  a  tissue  irri- 
tant. The  kidney,  the  bladder,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  gas- 
tro-intestinal  tract,  and  the  skin  are  the  parts  where  the  irritation 
it  occasions  is  chiefly  manifested.  It  is  on  the  kidney  and  bladder 
that  its  influence  is  most  striking,  and  it  is  in  the  inflammatory  dis- 
eases of  these  organs  that  its  value  as  a  remedy  has  been  most  con- 
spicuous. 

The  action  of  this  drug  on  the  kidneys  is  seen,  first  of  all,  in  the 
severe  pain  felt  in  the  lumbar  region.  In  the  majority  of  cases  of 
poisoning,  we  read  of  pain  more  or  less  severe,  and  generally  in- 
creased on  pressure  being  felt  across  the  loins,  and  this  is  associated 
with  pain  in  micturition,  a  scanty  flow  of  dark  urine,  and  high  fever. 
Thus  in  one  case,  where  the  condition  induced  arose  from  a  blister 
applied  to  the  knee-joint,  pain  occupied  the  loins,  and  extended 
over  the  whole  abdomen,  and  urine  was  passed  in  drops  with  moan- 
ing and  screaming.  The  following  C9,se,  extracted  by  Dr.  Allen 
from  a  German  medical  journal,  and  published  hj  him  in  the 
Micyclopoedia  of  Materia  Medica,  is  very  characteristic  of  the  ac- 
tion of  Cantharis.  The  patient  had  taken  two  flies  in  some  brandy, 
with  the  result  of  producing  violent  paroxysms  of  pain,  of  a  cutting 
and  burning  character,  in  both  kidneys;  the  lumbar  region  was  very 
sensitive  to  the  slightest  pressure,  the  pain  here  alternating  with 
such  as  was  severe  and  burning  in  the  tip  of  the  penis,  urging  him 
to  urinate,  the  evacuation  of  drops  of  bloody  urine  with  the  pas- 
sage of  occasional  clots  of  >  lood  being  extremely  painful. 

In  two  cases  (Allen's  Micyclopoedia),  in  one  of  which  the  poison- 
ing arose  from  the  inhalation  of  the  powdered  dust,  and  the  other 
from  a  twenty-grain  dose  of  the  powder,  the  pain  in  the  bladder  was 
severiely  acute;  in  another,  where  a  gramme  of  the  powder  had  been 
taken,  there  were  violent  pains  in  the  bladder,  with  frequent  urg- 
ing to  urinate  and  intolerable  tenesmus.  Again,  in  another,  violent 
cutting  and  burning  pains  were  felt  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
extending  to  the  navicular  fossa  of  the  urethra,  especially  severe 
before  and  after  urinating. 

In  the  urethra  the  pain  is  cutting  and  burning  during  micturition, 
and  hot  and  sore  afterwards.  The  desire  to  urinate  is  constant, 
urgent  and  painful,  attended  with  much  straining,  and  relief,  if  ob- 
tained at  all,  is  so  only  in  drops.  In  some  cases  retention  of  urine 
has  only  been  relieved  by  the  catheter.   In  other  cases  there  is  com- 
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plete  suppression  for  several  hours.  The  urine,  after  the  adminis- 
tration of  Cantharis^  is,  according  to  Heller — who  made  some  spe- 
cial investigations  into  the  matter,  which  are  reported  in  Schmidt's 
Jahrh.y  Bd.  57,  p.  8,  and  Brit  Journ.  Hom,y  vol.  xviL,  p.  648 — of  a 
dark  orange  color,  but  clear;  it  has  a  sediment  of  free  uric  acid,  to 
which  are  added  after  a  longer  use  of  the  drug,  mucous  fungi  and 
blood  corpuscles;  the  sp.  gr.  rises  to  1025;  it  also  contains  albumen 
and  blood.  The  uric  acid  and  urozanthine  are  always  increased  in 
quantity,  as  are  generally  also  the  chlorides,  sulphates  and  phos- 
phates. ^ 

Priapism  is  a  marked  effect  of  Cantharia,  Erections  are  frequent, 
strong,  persistent  and  painful,  and  attended  by  a  good  deal  of  prur- 
itus of  the  glans.  Satyriasis,  when  it  occurs,  is  generally  associated 
with  the  delirium,  which  is  observed  in  some  cases  of  poisoning.  In 
women  the  bladder  and  urinary  symptoms  are  similar  to  those 
which  occur  in  man.  Miscarriages  and  abortions  are  well  known 
results  of  Cantharis^  and  menstruation  is  said  by  some  observers  to 
be  hastened  by  it,  both  results  of  taking  it  showing  it  to  have  a  di- 
rect action'  on  the  uterus. 

Post-mortem  appearances  in  cases  of  poisoning  have  shown  the 
kidneys  to  be  intensely  congested,  the  uterus,  bladder,  and  organs 
of  generation  inflamed.  But  we  may,  I  think,  go  deeper  than  this 
for  the  symptoms  exhibited  during  life,  especially  the  tenderness 
externally,  which,  starting  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys,  is  so  widely 
diffused  over  the  abdomen,  together  with  the  casts  noticed  in  the 
urine  and  the  very  high  fever  which  is  present,  show  that  not  only 
are  the  malpighian  bodies  more  or  less  congested  but  that  there  is 
actual  inflammation  of  the  tubuli  uriniferse.  It  is,  in  short,  des- 
quamative nephritis  with  high  fever  that  Cantharis  primarily  sets 
up,  while  Terebinthy  on  the  other  hand,  gives  rise  to  less  fever,  and 
though  causing  desquamation  does  so  less  uniformly,  more  com- 
monly producing  simple  engorgement  of  the  malpighian  bodies. 
Dr.  Dickinson  says  that,  *'  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  renal  dis- 
order produced  by  Cantharis  is  of  the  nature  of  tubular  nephritis." 

It  is,  as  you  will  suppose,  in  the  treatment  of  acute  nephritis, 
whether  arising  from  an  exposure  to  cold  or  as  a  sequela  of  scarla- 
tina, that  Cantharis  has  been  proved  to  be  so  especially  valual)le  a 
remedy.  Dr.  Wolston,  of  Edinburgh,  relates  a  case  of  post-scarla- 
tinal nephritis  of  a  severe  type  in  which  it  was  markedly  usefuL* 
The  patient  was  a  girl  six  years  of  age,  who  had  a  slight  attack  of 
scarlatina,  from  which  she  convalesced  rapidly.  On  the  fourteenth 
day  from  the  appearance  of  the  eruption,  she  was  sent  out  by  her 
parents  in  a  biting  east  wind.  Five  days  afterwards,  she  having 
during  that  time  been  repeatedly  exposed  to  cold  draughts.  Dr. 


*  AnnalB  of  the  British  Homoeopathic  Society^  yol  yiii.,  p.  660. 
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Wolston  was  sent  for,  and  found  her  very  ill,  having  a  puffy  face 
and  scanty  urine.  She  was  ordered  linseed  poultices  to  the  renal 
region,  and  Arsenic  3x,  which  was  continued  for  three  days.  The 
nrine  was  now  very  scanty,  half  albuminous,  and  the  face  much 
swollen.  During  the  next  four  days  Terebinth  and  Apocynum  were 
given  without  any  good  result.  On  the  eighth  day  of  the  kidney 
attack,  the  following  was  her  condition:  She  had  passed  a  sleepless 
night  sitting  upright  in  bed.  The  pulse  was  countless  from  rapid- 
ity; breathing  like  that  of  a  dog  in  summer  heat;  eyes  rolling  from 
aide  to  side  rapidly.  Twitching  of  the  muscles  had  become  gen- 
eral. She  had  passed  no  water  for  twenty-eight  hours.  Dr.  Wol- 
Bton  sat  by  her  bedside  expecting  a  general  convulsion  every  mo- 
ment, to  be  followed  by  death,  which  it  seemed  now  impossible  to 
avert.  He  then  dropped  six  drops  of  the  B.  P.  tincture  of  Can- 
tharia  into  half  a  tumbler  of  water  and  ordered  a  dessert  spoonful 
to  be  given  every  hour.  This  was  at  2  p.  m.  Three  hours  later, 
she  passed  half  a  tumbler  of  water,  frothy  and  dark  as  porter,  llie 
next  morning  she  looked  much  better,  had  passed  a  quiet  night,  and 
the  breathing  was  getting  more  natural.  She  had  slept  for  an  hour 
quietly,  woke  refreshed,  and  passed  much  more  water,  which,  though 
dark  in  color,  contained  much  less  albumen.  The  day  following — 
that  is,  within  forty-eight  hours  of  the  first  dose  of  Cantharis — she 
is  described  as  being  amazingly  better;  had  had  a  splendid  night, 
passed  water  copiously,  which,  on  being  boiled  and  treated  with 
nitric  acid,  was  found  to  be  absolutely  free  from  albumen.  In  a 
few  days  she  was  perfectly  well. 

In  acute  desquamative  nephritis  with  severe  pain,  strangury,  and 
bloody  or  albuminous  urine,  Cantharis  has  no  rival  as  a  remedy. 
Again,  in  many  cases  of  cystitis  it  will  be  called  for,  as  is  evidenced 
by  the  severe  pain  felt  in  the  hypogastrium,  the  difiiculty,  pain  and 
heat  in  micturition.  In  chordee  it  is  often  a  thoroughly  reliable 
medicine,  as  it  is  also  in  some  forms  of  mania  when  the  develop- 
ment of  the  sexual  instinct  amounts  to  satyriasis. 

Dr.  Kidd  says  that  he  uses  Cantharis  iu  spermatorrhoea  with  ex- 
cellent effect;  and  it  is  undoubtedly  a  medicine  thoroughly  homceo- 
pathic  to  such  forms  of  it  as  are  direct,  i,  e.,  dependent  upon  irrita- 
tion in  the  ejaculatory  ducts  of  the  spermatic  passages,  rather  than, 
as  is  frequently  the  case,  when  it  arises  from  reflex  irritation  in  the 
rectum,  or  is  the  result  of  emotional  causes. 

Passing  now  from  the  genito-urinary  system  let  us  examine  the 
action  of  Cantharides  on  that  of  the  gastro-intestinal  tract. 

The  gums  and  mucous  surface  of  the  cheeks  are  swollen  and  ten- 
der. The  tongue  is  red  at  the  edges  with  a  yellowish  fur  in  the 
center,  often  blistered  and  sometimes  swollen.  The  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  mouth  becomes  swollen  and  covered  with  blisters. 
The  back  of  the  mouth  is  also  swollen  and  red  as  if  from  erysipelas. 
The  lining  of  the  mouth  is  covered  with  white  blistei's  from  the  size 
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of  a  pin's  head  to  that  of  a  bean.  The  mouth  becomes  dry  and 
shining,  and  the  thirst  is  yiolent.  Burning  heat  in  the  mouth  is  in- 
tense, and  extends  down  the  throat  and  (esophagus  to  the  stomach. 
Salivation  also  soon  becomes  profuse.  Taste  is  nauseous  and  bitter. 

The  throat  was,  in  one  case,  where  the  powder  was  taken  in  rum, 
both  inflamed  and  covered  with  plastic  lymph  in  the  course  of  three 
days.  Its  development  was  preceded  by  a  burning  heat  in  the 
throat  and  followed  by  a  burning  sensation  at  the  entrance  of  the 
CBsophagus  extending  to  the  stomach  and  attended  with  dysphagia. 
In  another,  an  erysipelatous  blush  ran  across  the  fauces,  which  be- 
came blistered.  An  aphthous  ulcer  occurred  at  the  back  part  of 
the  fauces  of  the  size  of  a  sixpence,  covered  with  a  whitish  adher- 
ent crust,  and  there  was  a  similar  one  on  the  right  tonsil;  at  the 
same  time  there  was  a  burning  sensation  along  the  OBSophagns, 
which  became  intolerable  when  drinking. 

In  the  case  of  persons  experimenting  with  small  doses  of  Can- 
tharis  we  find  that  the  appetite  is  at  first  increased,  but  subsequently 
becomes  diminished,  while  in  cases  of  poisoning  it  is  gone  from  the 
commencement.  Thirst  is  severely  felt,  albeit  difficult  of  gratifica- 
tion from  dysphagia. 

Nausea  and  vomiting  are  more  or  less  constant  symptoms.  Water 
is  vomited,  and  often  returns  mixed  with  blood.  Tenacious  frothy 
mucus  mingled  with  blood,  and  membranous  flakes  taking  the  form 
of  the  gullet,  are  also  among  the  ejecta.  At  the  same  time  the 
pain  in  the  stomach  is  extreme.  In  a  case  of  poisoning  recorded  by 
Dr.  Ives  in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  1883,  where 
a  boy  of  17  swallowed  an  ounce  of  the  tincture,  there  was  acute 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  stomach  and  bladder,  with  such  exquisite 
sensibility  that  the  slightest  pressure  produced  convulsions.  In  sev- 
eral other  cases  similar  severe  suffering  was  associated  with  pain  in 
the  renal  region.  The  character  of  the  epigastric  pain  is  first  of  all 
•cutting,  sharp  and  lancinating,  and  shortly  afterwards  burning. 

The  abdomen  becomes  disturbed,  tympanitic  and  painful.  The 
pain  is  cutting  and  burning  in  character,  and  increased  by  pressure. 
While  such  is  the  condition  of  the  whole  abdomen  the  pain  is  ever 
felt  most  severely  in  the  hypogastric  region,  where  it  is  intensely 
cutting  and  burning,  and  aggravated  during  micturition.  Where, 
then,  so  much  inflammatory  action  exists  in  the  intestinal  canal, 
diarrhoea  is  almost  necessarily  present.  The  stools  are  frequent, 
copious  and  thin  in  provers  with  small  doses,  and  followed  by  burn- 
ing in  the  rectum  and  anus.  In  cases  of  poisoning  the  same  symp- 
toms are  present,  but  greatly  aggravated.  The  stools  consist  of 
blood  and  mucus,  of  red  and  slimy  faeces;  in  one  case,  where  sev- 
eral stools  were  passed  during  the  night,  they  contained  tough 
flakes  of  mucus,  like  scrapings  from  the  intestines  with  streaks  of 
blood.  In  another,  pure  blood  was  passed  from  both  bladder  and 
intestine. 
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The  diseases  to  which  the  foregoing  symptoms  are  similar  will  be 
at  once  apparent  to  you. 

The  condition  of  the  throat  resembles  that  produced  in  diph- 
theria. The  late  Dr.  Black*  thought  the  similarity  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify the  trial  of  Cantharis  in  diphtheria.  I  doubt,  however,  very 
much  the  reality  of  the  similarity.  It  is,  I  think,  rather  apparent 
than  actual.  It  may  appear  to  correspond  to  diphtheria  in  the 
membranous  casts  that  are  thrown  off,  but  it  does  so  no  further, 
save  in  the  albuminuria  which  often  accompanies  and  follows  an  at- 
tack of  it.  Doubtless  Cantharis  produces  a  ursemic  state,  but  this 
again  differs  considerably  from  the  toxaemia  which  determines  the 
exudation  on  the  throat  in  diphtheria.  The  casts  thrown  off  by  the 
action  of  Cantharis  are  rather  the  peeling  of  mucous  membrane,  as 
it  were  a  blistering  of  it,  and  offer  no  resemblance  to  the  false  or 
quasi-membranous  exudations  such  as  we  have  in  diphtheria.  The 
prostration  and  coldness  which  mark  the  action  of  Uantharis  in  its 
advanced  stages  are,  however,  indications  for  the  use  of  it  in  the 
adjnamia  following  a  severe  attack  of  diphtheria,  which  have  been 
utilized  by  Dr.  Ludlam  and  the  late  Dr.  Lawrence  Newton  with  ad- 
vantage. So,  too,  when  the  irritation  in  the  kidneys  is  more  than 
usually  great  it  will  be  a  serviceable  medicine.  But  as  a  mainstay 
in  the  primary  stage  of  diphtheria,  I  do  not  myself  see  any  reason 
to  expect  advantage  from  using  it,  and  I  believe  that  when  so  used 
it  has,  as  Dr.  Hughes  says,  disappointed  expectations. 

In  cases  of  active  idiopathic  inflammation  of  the  buccal  and 
pharyngeal  surfaces  it  will  be  clearly  indicated  very  frequently. 

In  gastritis  also,  when  the  pain  is  intense  and  burning  and  vomit- 
ing incessant,  painful,  bloody  and  exhausting,  it  will  be  called  for; 
and  the  indications  for  its  use  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  will  be  all 
the  stronger  if  the  kidneys  are  inflamed. 

Again,  in  peritonitis  and  enteritis  it  has  been  used  with  success, 
when  the  pain  is  burning  and  the  surface  extremely  sensitive  to 
pressure.  Here  also,  when  it  has  been  used  successfully,  the  kid- 
neys have  generally  been  more  or  less  involved  in  the  existing 
inflammation. 

In  dysentery  it  is  a  very  useful  medicine,  when  the  inflammation 
is  extreme  and  the  discharges  are  especially  bloody,  with  shreds  of 
mucus  in  the  stools.  It  is  a  dysentery  of  a  yet  more  violent  type 
than  that  characterising  the  action  of  Merc,  corros.  The  pain  is 
severe,  burning  and  cutting,  and  inflammation  in  the  bladder  has 
almost  always,  been  present  at  the  same  time  in  cases  where  it  has 
been  successfully  used. 

The  action  of  Cantharis  on  the  skin  is  that  which  is  most  familiar 
to  all.    As  a  vesicant  it  has  been  universally  applied.     The  action 
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of  a  blister  is  roughly  homoeopathic.  Dr.  Inman  has  shown  that 
"  blisters  applied  to  the  thorax  and  abdomen  of  dogs  and  rabbits 
will  produce  redness  and  absolute  inflammation  of  the  pleura  and 
peritoneum,  in  patches  distinctly  corresponding  to  the  vesicated 
surface  of  the  skin."*  So,  too,  in  the  joints,  the  inflammation 
which  has  been  excited  on  the  skin  is  perceptible  on  the  synovial 
membrane,  and  hence  when  a  blister  is  applied  in  synovitis  or  rheu- 
matism the  distension  is  increased  for  a  day  or  two.  It  is  in  pleurisies 
when  the  pleura  is  already  inflamed,  and  in  synovitis,  when  the 
synovial  membrane  is  inflamed,  that  blisters  are  most  commonly 
used.  In  short,  an  artificial  inflammation  is  induced  of  the  very 
part  in  which  it  is  desired  to  reduce  an  already  existing  inflamma- 
tion. This,  I  say,  is  a  rough  application  of  the  principle  of  similars. 
But  it  is  more,  it  is  an  undesirable  application  of  it.  The  serum  of 
the  blister  is  rich  in  albumen,  it  contains  some  fibrine.  These  con- 
stituents are  there  at  the  expense  of  the  blood,  they  represent  so 
much  waste  where  repair  is  urgently  needed;  further,  they  are  need- 
less; they  are  so  because  a  study  of  the  Materia  Medica  will  bring 
to  your  knowledge  measures  more  strictly  homoeopathic,  more  di- 
rectly curative,  and,  what  is  equally  important,  measures  which  are 
absolutely  non-spoliative.  Ignorance  of  the  pathogenetic  proper- 
ties of  drugs,  is  the  only  valid  excuse  for  a  physician  who  knows 
that  the  law  of  similars  is  a  true  indication  of  a  remedy,  prescribing 
a  blister. 

When  applied  to  the  skin,  heat,  tingling  and  smarting  are  soon 
followed  by  redness,  inflammation  of  the  papillse  and  the  formation 
of  vesicles,  which,  determined  by  the  length  of  application,  form  by 
coalescence,  large  bullae.  We  have  here  a  condition  similar  in  all 
respects  to  that  of  a  burn  where,  as  yet,  disorganization  has  not 
proceeded  to  sloughing.  Hence  in  burns  where  you  find  simple 
redness,  or  where  the  characteristic  bleb  has  been  produced,  a  lotion 
of  Cantharis  is  one  of  the  most  useful  applications  you  can  pre- 
scribe. A  layer  of  cotton  wool  soaked  in  a  lotion  containing  ten 
drops  of  the  pure  tincture  of  Cantharis  to  an  ounce  of  water  should 
be  placed  over  the  burn  and  then  covered  with  another  thick  layer 
of  cotton  wool. 

Beyond  some  degree  of  burning  and  itching  in  the  skin,  Can- 
thariSy  when  taken  experimentally  or  in  poisonous  doses,  does  not 
seem  to  have  exercised  much  influence  upon  it. 

When  taken  in  large  quantity,  it  creates  a  profound  impression 
upon  the  nervous  system.  Delirium,  violent  and  furious,  marked 
by  piercing  screams,  groaning  and  unconsciousness,  and  often  con- 
vulsions of  a  tetanic  character,  have  been  observed  in  severe  cases. 
In  milder,  there  is  much  irritability,  anxiety,  restlessness  and  dis- 
contentedness,  with  headache,  marked  by  confusion  and  vertigo. 

*  Inmaii«  Nem  Theory  Practice  of  Medicine,  page  82S. 
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These  and  many  similar  symptoms  are  the  direct  result  of  the 
state  of  ursemia,  consequent  on  the  nephritis  which  is  so  marked  a 
feature  of  Cantharis  poisoning,  and  are  associated  with  a  state  of 
prostration  which  is  generally  described  as  being  excessive,  and  is 
attended  with  great  restlessness,  fainting,  and  icy  coldness  of  the 
body. 

Dr.  Talcott  {New  York  Homoeopathic  Times,  April,  1874,)  de- 
scribes Cantharis  as  affording  prompt  and  happy  relief  in  acute 
mania,  of  which  the  characteristic  feature  is  extreme  excitement  of 
the  sexual  organs.  The  patient  in  whose  case  this  medicine  is  use- 
ful is  one  who  "  is  strictly  and  solely  the  victim  of  lechery  for  its 
own  sake;  a  result  of  the  intense  erethism  of  the  sexual  organs  im- 
pelling him  to  seek  immediate  physical  gratification.  *  *  * 
Such  patients,"  he  adds,  "  are  inordinate  masturbators  of  an  acute 
type." 

The  late  Dr.  Bayes  found  Cantharis  to  be  of  great  service  in  hys- 
teria when,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  symptoms,  there  was  a  sense 
of  soreness  in  the  throat  on  waking,  with  relief  after  expectoration 
of  a  little  reddish  mucus;  previously  to  the  attack  the  suppression 
or  partial  suppression  of  urine  for  many  hours,  followed  by  excre- 
tion of  large  quantities  of  urine  deficient  in  urates.  "  This  condi- 
tion," Dr.  Bayes  adds,  is  t)ften  accompanied  by  irritation,  more  or 
less  troublesome,  of  the  mucous  surface  and  skin  of  the  genitals." 

In  most  instances  Cantharis  is  commonly  given  in  drop  doses  of 
the  first  decimal  or  centesimal  dilution.* 


Alvblos:  ths  New  Cube  foe  Canceb  {New  York  Medical 
Times,)  The  plant  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Alvelos 
belongs  to  the  Euphorbiaceae,  and  is  indigenous  to  Pernambuco. 
Dr.  Velloso,  of  that  province,  states,  in  a  communication  to  the 
Journal  de  JReceife,  that  a  magistrate,  who  was  suffering  from  epi- 
thelioma of  the  face,  and  who  had  returned  to  his  estate  despairing 
of  relief,  was  entirely  cured  of  his  disease  by  the  topical  applica- 
tipn  of  the  juice  of  the  plant.  On  the  strength  of  this  report  Dr. 
Velloso  tried  the  remedy  in  the  case  of  cancroid  of  the  nose,  and 
in  one  of  epithelioma  of  the  lip,  with  the  result  that  the  first  patient 
was  completely  cured  in  forty  days,  and  the  second  in  less  than  two 
months.  These  results,  he  thinks,  justify  a  trial  of  the  remedy, 
especially  in  uterine  cancer.  The  action  of  the  juice  of  the  plant 
is  irritating,  producing  a  spreading  dermatitis  without  much  pain, 
and  the  application  of  the  cut  stem  or  the  juice  of  the  fresh  plant 
to  the  diseased  part,  is  said  to  result  in  the  destruction  of  the  mor- 
bid tissue  which  is  replaced  by  healthy  granulations,  doing  the 
work,  in  fact,  of  the  ciiloride  of  zinc  paste. 

*  We  have,  in  an  experience  of  over  a  third  of  a  century,  never  found  it  necessary  to 
giva  Cantharis  lower  than  the  third  decimal.     Ed.  Obs. 
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CONGENITAL  PHIMOSIS. 

Dr.  H.  G.  Wetherill,  in  the  Boston  Med.  aiid  Sur,  Jour.,  {Amer- 
ican Medical  Digest),  adds  his  testimony  to  show  the  importance  of 
looking  after  the  condition  of  the  prepuce.  He  thus  writes  :  A 
very  long  prepuce,  even  free  from  constriction,  I  should  regard  as 
a  malformation  and  advise  its  amputation.  It  interferes  with  clean- 
liness and  induces  sexual  orgasm  in  very  young  children,  attracting 
attention  to  the  penis  at  a  time  when  they  shonld  know  it  simply 
as  a  urinary  appendage,  without  other  function,  and  is  doubtless 
instrumental  in  making  onanists. 

Echeverria,  in  his  famous  work  on  epilepsy,  says:  "Congenital 
phimosis,  in  the  case  of  males,  renders  them  specially  prone  to  on- 
anism. This  malformation  is  not  necessarily  incompatible  with 
health,  though  it  may  become  a  frequent  source  of  troublesome 
local  and  general  derangement. 

Althaus,  in  an  article  in  The  Lancet  of  February  16,  1867,  upon 
*'  The  relation  of  phimosis  to  epilepsy,"  speaks  of  meeting  with 
the  malformation  in  eleven  out  of  twenty-five  consecutive  male 
cases  of  epilepsv  admitted  at  the  London  Infirmary  for  Epileptics 
and  Paralytics  (nearly  40  per  cent). 

Echeverria  did  not  find  so  great  a  proportion,  and  in  my  own 
investigations  among  the  epileptics  in  the  New  Jersey  State  Lunatic 
Asylum  a  smaller  proportion  was  also  found  (36.5  per  cent). 

Thirty-three  male  epileptics  are  at  present  (July  3,)  in  the  insti- 
tution, and  out  of  that  number  twelve  were  found  to  have  phi- 
mosis and  ten  elongated  foreskins  to  an  extent  which  might  be  mis- 
chievous. Twenty-one  of  these  men  are  known  to  be,  or  admit 
having  been,  habitual  onanists,  and  the  actual  number  addicted  to 
the  habit  is  probably  much  larger. 

It  would  not  be  proper  to  infer  that  this  habit  has,  in  all  these 
cases,  arisen  from  the  malformation,  for  no  doubt  in  some  cases  the 
elongation  may  have  been  induced  by  long  continuance  of  the  prac- 
tice, and  in  the  same  way  we  know  it  to  be  true  that  the  practice  is 
often  a  result  of  mental  disturbance  and  consequent  abandon.  Still 
in  many  of  these  cases  we  know  that  the  phimosis  is  congenital 
and  responsible  wholly,  or  in  part,  for  the  vice. 


1885.]  AMEBICAN   OBSEBVBB.  85 

As  to  the  potency  of  masturbation  in  the  induction  of  mental  de- 
rangement and  causation  of  epilepsy,  we  have  many  celebrated 
authorities  who  set  forth  in  their  strongest  possible  words  the  great 
influence  they  believe  it  to  h^ve  in  causing  them.  Marshall  Hall, 
Brown-S^quard,  Van  der  Kolk,  Echeverria,  Maudsley,  and  Shep- 
pard,  agree  that  "  epileptic  attacks,  like  every  reflex  or  direct  action 
of  the  spinal  system,  are  always  excited; "  **  epileptiform  convulsions 
may  be  constant  consequences  of  slight  irritations  upon  certain 
nerves,"  and  that  especially  a  continued  spinal  irritation  (like  that 
present  in  the  class  of  cases  we  are  considering)  likely  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  kinds  of  disease  now  common  in  our  overcrowded 
asylums  and  homes  for  the  feeble  minded. 

There  is  a  peculiar  form  of  melancholia  common  in  asylums,  and 
recognized  and  described  by  nearly  all  authorities  upon  psycholoOT, 
which  has  its  origin  in  a  long-continued  habit  of  masturbating.  In 
looking  into  the  matter  as  bearing  upon  this  question  of  phimosis, 
I  find  thcr  greater  number  of  such  cases  with  which  I  have  met  have 
either  a  complete  phimosis,  or  such  a  long  prepuce,  as  in  my  judg- 
ment may  have  interfered  in  early  youth  with  cleanliness,  physical 
and  moral. 

The  solitary  vice  soon  leads  to  a  desire  to  be  left  alone  at  all 
times;  the  victim  becomes  depressed,  and,  as  Van  der  Kolk  says: 
**  In  a  word,  the  depressed  tone  of  mind  here  passes  over  into  reli- 
gious melancholia;  all  afflictions  have  a  religious  color."  "  This 
peculiarity  I  have  so  often  and  constantly  noticed  that  I  venture  to 
express  my  conviction  that  we  should  rarely  err  if  in  a  case  of  re- 
ligious melancholy  we  assumed  the  sexual  apparatus  to  be  impli- 
cated, either  through  onanism  or  through  other  causes." 

In  examining  the  works  of  many  of  the  best  authors  of  the  later 
■days,  I  find  more  or  less  a  common  expression  of  opinion  in  relation 
to  this  matter,  which  my  own  experience  verifies,  as  it  is  in  general 
about  this:  That  many  forms  of  mental  derangement  from  mania 
to  dementia  may  be  caused  by  habitual  onanism,  and  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  epileptic  and  melancholiac  cases  we  find  in  our 
asylums  are  the  results  of  some  sexual  irregularities. 

That  phimosis  (or  great  elongation  of  the  prepuce  even)  induces 
a  desire  to  onanize,  I  regard  as  proven  and  axiomatic;  so  we  can 
easily  trace  many  of  these  various  maladies  to  a  very  easily  avoided 
cause. 


ARTIFICIAL  EAR  DRUM. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Scientific  American  for  the  following  : 
The  object  of  the  invention  herewith  illustrated  is  to  provide  an 
artificial  ear  drum  to  be  used  by  deaf  persons.  It  is  constructed  of 
a  magnetized   steel  rod,  provided  with  a  gold  or  silver  covering, 
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oarryine  a  aoft  robber  disk  od  each  end;  the  disks  are  held  in  place 
hj  gold  washers,  and  are  formed  with  ventilating  apertures  and 
notches.  The  magnetized 
steel  rod,  ft,  issnrronnded 
by  a  closely  fitting  gold 
or  silver  tube,  and  at  one 
end  is  the  head  or  button 
a,  against  which  rests  a 
rnbber  washer.  Between 
this  washer  and  a  gold 
one  the  disk,  e,  is  held. 
On  the  opposite  end  of 
the  rod  a  thin  soft  mbber 
disk,  d,  is  held  by  two 
gold  washers,  c.  That 
end  of  the  device  carry- 
ing the  soft  rubber  disk, 
e,  is  inserted  in  the  audi- 
tory channel  (Fig.  1)  of 
the  ear  until  the  head,  a, 
adjoins  the  delicate  or- 
gans of  the  ear.  The 
magnetized  rod  receives 
the  impulses  of  the  air 
wave,  and  carries  them 
along  and  discharges 
them  to  the  nerve  of  the 
ear  with  slight  magnetic 
force,  causing  the  organs 
to  assume  increased  ac- 
tion. The  disks  hold  the  device  in  position,  and  protect  the  organs 
from  coming  in  contact  with  the  gold  parts.  The  front  washers,  c, 
or  disk,  receive  the  sound  waves,  and  convey  them  to  the  rod.  The 
outer  disk  is  held  on  the  outside  part  of  the  ear,  just  out  of  sight 
but  within  reach  of  the  fingers,  to  permit  inserting  and  withdraw- 
ing the  instrument. 

This  invention  has  been  patented  by   Mr.  John  H.  Kicholson,  of 
98  Clinton  Place,  New  York  city. 


NIcholson'B  AniOcial  Ear  Drum. 


METALLIC  SPLINTS 

FOB  FBACTUBE  OF  LOWER  END  OF  THK  BADIOS. 

We  copy  from  an  article  by  the  inventor,  R.  J.  Levis,  M.  D.,  a 
description  of  his  new  metallic  splints  for  this  fracture.     They  ap- 
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pear  to  be  very  well  deeigned,  and  being  made  of  pliable  copper, 
nickel  plated,  are  easily  conformed  to  any  epecial  case.  The  price 
charged,  $1  each,  is  reaBonable  enoug! 


The  correct  nature  and  mechanism  of  the  ordinary  form  of  frac- 
ture of  the  lower  end  of  the  radius  is  now,  after  much  controversy, 
generally  admitted  and  properly  comprehended.  With  this  proper 
understanding  the  indications  of  treatment  become  rational  and 
decisive. 

In  the  usual  and  very  characteristic  fracture  of  the  carpal  end  of 
the  radius  the  primary  line  of  the  fracture  is,  with  little  tendency 
to  deviation,  transverse  in  direction.  Associated  lines  of  fracture 
are  generally  those  of  comminution  of  the  lower  fragment,  and  are 
caused  by  the  upper  fragment  being  driven  vertically  into  it  and 
splitting  it,  usually  in  directions  towards  its  articular  surface. 

The  displacement  of  the  lower  fragment  is  towards  the  dorsM 
aspect  of  the  forearm,  and  its  articular  surface  is  inclined  in  the 
same  direction,  abnormally  presenting  backwards  and  upwards. 

The  mechanism  of  the  fracture  is  its  production  by  falls  upon  the 
palm  of  the  hand,  which,  with  the  carpus,  undergoes  extreme  ex- 
tension, and  the  fracture  is  caused  by  an  act  of  leverage  or  trans- 
verse strain.  This  direction  of  force  has  also  been  called  cross- 
breaking  strain. 

In  this  fracture,  actual  displacement  of  the  lower  fragment  may 
not  exist  at  all,  or  it  may  be  to  the  extent  of  complete  separation 
from  contact  of  the  broken  surfaces,  varying  with  the  amount  of 
force  applied  and  with  the  retaining  influence  of  the  surrounding 
dense  structures. 

The  first  essential  of  the  treatment  of  fracture  of  the  lower  end 
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of  the  radius  is  the  complete  redaction  of  the  displacement.  The 
action  of  replacement  must  be  directed  to  the  lower  fragment  itself. 
The  reduction  of  the  fracture  can  usually  be  thoroughly  effected, 
under  anaesthesia,  by  strong  extension  applied  to  the  hand,  associ- 
ated with  forced  flexion  of  the  wrist,  and  with  pressure  applied 
directly  on  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  lower  fragment.  Unless 
vertical  splitting  or  comminution  of  the  lower  fragments  exists, 
the  maintaining  of  partial  flexion  of  the  wrist,  with  pressure  of  a 

Sad  on  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  fragment,  will  prevent  return  of 
efomiity. 

With  the  object  of  retaining  the  apposition  of  the  fractured 
surfaces,  by  overcoming  displacing  forces,  I  have  practiced  for 
many  years  on  the  principles  involved  in  the  splint  here  illustrated, 
the  application  of  which  will  not  require  much  description. 

In  the  treatment  of  fracture  of  the  lower  end  of  the  radius  it  is 
essential  that  proper  allowance  be  made  for  the  curvature  of  the 
anterior  or  palmar  surface  of  this  part  of  the  bone.  This  is  insured 
in  the  splint  which  I  have  devised,  which  follows  correctly  the 
radial  curvature;  and  the  fixing  of  the  thenar  and  hypothenar 
eminences  of  the  hand  in  their  moulded  beds,  maintains  the  splint 
immovably  in  its  correct  position  with  reference  to  the  radial  curve. 

To  neglect  of  complete  primary  reduction  of  the  displacement  of 
the  lower  fragment,  and  to  inefficient  restoration  and  retention  of 
the  normal  radial  curve,  are  due  the  frequent  unfortunate  sequences 
of  this  fracture. 

The  splint  is  made  of  copper,  so  as  to  be  readily  conformable  by 
bending  to  suit  the  peculiarities  of  size  and  form  of  forearms.  The 
slight  roughness  left  on  back  of  splint  from  perforations  is  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  the  bandage  from  slipping.  It  is  nickel-plated 
to  prevent  oxidation. . 

The  splint  will  usually  fit  the  forearm  so  accurately  that  but 
little  padding  will  be  required,  and  a  piece  of  woven  lint,  or  of 
cotton  or  woolen  flannel  is  all  that  is  necessary  for  its  lining.  No 
dorsal  splint  is  needed,  but,  as  before  referred  to,  a  small  pad  will, 
in  most  cases,  be  required  over  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  lower  frag- 
ment. For  retention  of  the  splint  an  ordinary  bandage,  two  inches 
and  a  half  to  three  inches  wide,  is  all  that  is  necessary. 

This  splint  has  the  merits  of  being  applicable  to  all  cases  of 
fracture  of  the  lower  end  of  the  radius,  and  also  to  many  other 
injuries  involving  the  forearm  and  wrist,  and,  as  now  supplied,  is 
very  inexpensive. 

Chorea  cured  by  Hypnotism.  {Gaz.  Med,  de  Paris.)  M. 
Beaumis  records  that  as  soon  as  the  patient,  a  girl  of  12-j-,  was 
hypnotized  all  choreic  movements  ceased.  The  seances  were  con- 
tinued for  some  days,  and  the  child  was  completely  cured. 
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INTERESTING  LETTER  FROM  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  letter  we  now  present  to  our  readers  was  written  by  Mrs.  Dr. 
J.  S.  White,  of  Everett,  Mass.,  who  died  recently  in  her  seventy- 
third  year.  It  is  quite  long,  but  we  know  none  of  our  friends  would 
like  us  to  abridge  the  letter  by  a  single  sentence: 

Deab  Observer — Twenty  years  ago  a  medical  friend  advised  us 
to  subscribe  for  a  journal  just  starting  in  the  West,  as  giving 
promise  of  being  the  most  interesting  and  useful  we  could  find. 
So  all  these  years  have  found  the  American  HomceopatMc  Observer 
a  constant  visitor  and  companion  at  our  table.  Homoeopathic  prac- 
titioners have  been  often  requested  to  contribute  of  their  experi- 
ence for  use  in  its  columns.  This,  I  think,  adds  greatly  to  its 
value.  Often,  while  in  practice,  and  having  a  case  of  much  anxiety, 
I  have  opened  my  journal  to  find  just  the  help  I  needed.  And  I 
suppose  every  physician  of  many  years'  practice  has  had  some  pecu- 
liar experience  which  would  add  efficiency  to  others,  if  made 
known.  A  call  to  add  my  mite,  with  continued  postponement  for 
a  very  long  time,  has  again  and  again  retained  in  my  hand  my 
dues,  with  the  hope  of  stimulating  my  pen  to  action. 

Many  years  ago,  in  a  case  of  personal  peril,  my  country  physician, 
a  careful,  conscientious  and  so  not  unsuccessful  member  of  the  old 
school,  said  to  me,  *'  You  need  not  be  at  all  afraid;  I  have  attended 
almost  a  hundred  parturient  patients,  and  never  lost  a  case."  Com- 
mencing long  since  that  time,  I  have,  besides  a  constantly  successful 
general  practice,  been  able  to  adopt  Ids  record,  with  the  addition 
of  twenty  or  thirty  scores  in  number.  With  little  youthful  prepar- 
ation for  a  hardy  life,  but   animated,  I  suppose,  by  success,  with 
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love  of  the  work,  and  not  least  by  that  help  which  is  always  to  be 
had  for  the  asking,  I  came  to  be  able,  before  resorting  to  the  use 
of  a  horse,  to  attend  calls  night  or  day,  rain  or  shine;  I  could  have 
my  feet  wet  all  day  and  expose  myself  to  rain  or  snow,  things  all 
impossible  before,  and  with  all  this  passed  through  the  dreaded 
menopause  without  the  least  annoyance,  dreaded  because  of  the 
weaknesses,  retirements  and  sore  experiences  of  the  past.  Getting 
the  use  of  feet  and  limb,  as  never  before,  and  thinking  all  right  till 
they  were  tired,  I  failed  to  realize,  like  others,  the  part  played  by 
the  general  organization  in  locomotion.  The  back,  in  special,  mine 
never  firm,  I  found  at  length  with  quite  a  curvature.  Perhaps, 
presuming  on  what  I  could  do,  I  came  to  neglect  proper  care  of 
myself  as  to  suitable  warmth,  regularity  in  taking  food,  etc.  I  was 
suddenly  arrested  by  paralysis  of  the  pneumogastric  nerve,  and  for 
the  larger  part  of  the  last  decade  have  been  more  or  less  unable  to 
go  on  in  the  old  way.  Much  relief  was  at  first  given  by  the  atten- 
tion of  Dr.  Mary  Safford,  now  Professor  of  Gynaecology  in  the 
Medical  College  of  Boston  University.  But  frequent  over-exer- 
tion, an  inability  to  prescribe  for  myself,  unless  I  imagine  myself 
another,  the  prostration  of  the  nervous  system  (so  hard  to  restore 
to  tone),  and  at  length  the  creeping  on  of  old  age,  have  mostly  laid 
me  on  the  shelf.  It  has  been  hinted  that  I  hardly  need  the  Observer 
now,  but  I  enjoy  its  perusal,  and  parting  with  it  would  seem  like 
losing  an  old  friend;  it  has  always  been  so  prompt  too,  except,  per- 
haps, the  last  year. 

We  have  heard  the  voice,  as  it  were,  of  our  senior  editor  so  long, 
that  he  seems  almost  like  a  personal  friend  or  relative;  more  so,  of 
course,  than  we  to  him.  But  this  emboldens  us  to  write  a  few 
items,  and  when  I  am  done,  if  his  patience  survives,  he  may  dispose 
of  them  as  he  pleases. 

When  writing,  last  year,  I  began  to  say,  the  twentieth  of  Novem- 
ber I  shall  be  seventy-two  years  old.  That  time  has  come  and  gone. 
I  am  awake  to  the  fact  that  I  am  old,  and  unexpectedly  to  me  even 
in  my  younger  days.  My  husband  was  born  early  in  1806,  and 
preaches  every  Sabbath.  Last  April  occurred  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary of  our  wedding,  and  the  children  desired  a  gathering,  and  my 
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father,  92  years  old,  came  twenty-five  miles  and  met  with  us.  He 
lives  on  the  farm  of  his  ancestors;  the  present  nice  house  built  in 
1803.  He  writes  to  some  of  us  often,  plainly,  firmly  and  correctly. 
We  all  value  his  life  and  prayers,  as  a  devoted,  living  Christian. 
One  day  last  summer  we  arrived  at  his  house  at  sunset,  and  found 
he  was  across  the  way,  a  little  distance  fro^i  the  house,  planting 
cucumbers  for  pickles.  Thinks  he  could  run  but  for  a  lame  knee, 
which  he  hurt  when  young. 

COLDS. 

An  epidemic  of  colds  has  pervaded  this  region,  not  making  one 
sick,  except  weakness  at  the  last  for  a  day  or  two,  but  with  an  irri- 
tated throat,  etc.,  and  spasmodic  cough.  I  felt  the  smarting  throat  for 
many  days  and  coughed,  if  I  spoke  or  swallowed,  or  perused  a  book 
or  paper,  or  was  tired  in  any  way.  At  length  I  prepared  pulverized 
Hydrastis  about  as  much  as  a  pea^  in  a  cup  of  boiling  water  and 
covering  my  face  over  it,  inhaled  the  vapor.  A  few  repetitions 
cured  me.  No  cough  since,  but  have  felt  better  than  for  a  long 
time.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  Hydrastis  for  a 
gargle  in  red  smarting  throat,  efficaciously.  A  lady  who  had  been 
benefited  this  way,  came  to  me  at  one  time  with  a  deep  fissure  of  the 
anus  to  inquire  if  it  would  be  useful  as  a  compress.  The  smarting 
and  pain  were  soon  relieved  and  perfect  cure  obtained. 

USES    OP   LOBELIA. 

^Fhlon. — The  judicious  use  of  the  much  abused,  much  condemned 
Lobelia  has  been  a  great  blessing  to  very  many  patients.  A  man  was 
walking  the  floor  with  a  troublesome  felon,  and  what  felons  are  not 
troublesome?  I  was  ill,  and  he  disliked  to  trouble  me.  My  grand- 
son enquired  of  me,  if  it  were  the  right  way,  if,  putting  the  thumb 
in  a  lemon,  it  made  it  ache.  I  thought  not,  but  considered  I  could 
help  it  better.  I  put  on  a  thick  compress  wet  in  diluted  Lob.  tr.,  a 
spoonful  to  a  goblet  of  water.  Soon,  he  sat  down  with  his  thumb 
in  the  goblet  of  water,  and  in  a  veiy  few  moments  dozed,  nearly 
dropping  the  glass.      On  retiring  for  the  night  he  placed  it  by 
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his  bed-side,  and  once  in  the  night  the  pain  required  the  immersion 
of  the  sore,  and  that  was  all  it  troubled  him. 

An  old  lady  patient  had  a  hernia,  which  unnoticed,  at  times,  would 
slip  from  under  the  truss  causing  diarrhoea  and  other  troubles.  Once 
when  I  was  called  to  her,  I.  was  sure  her  symptoms  indicated  this, 
but  she  denied.  A  few  days  afterwards  I  was  sent  for  and  found  I 
had  been  correct.  She  had  been  trying  all  the  day  to  replace  it  and 
produced  inflammation.  She  had  the  family  around  her,  reading 
the  bible  and  expecting  death.  This  time  I  poured  6  drops  of  a 
diluted  tincture  of  Lobelia  to  a  tumbler  of  water  and  gave  her  at 
spoonful  at  every  paroxysm  of  pain.  By  and  bye  a  strong  retching 
returned  the  intestines  to  their  place. 

Cough, — Many  years  ago  my  husband  had  a  persistent  cough 
which  alarmed  our  people,  they  fearing  consumption.  He  met,  one 
day,  a  Homoeopathic  physician  and  friend  from  a  distance,  who 
advised  him  to  carry  in  his  vest  pocket  a  phial  of  Lobelia  to  touch 
at  times  with  his  tongue.     He  was  soon  cured. 

Lobelia  will  relieve  asthma  and  procure  sleep. 

Rigidity  of  Os  Uteri. — But  one  of  its  best  services  is  the  speedy 
removal  of  that  dreaded  obstacle  to  delivery  in  labor,  a  rigid  os 
uteri.  I  dip  a  bit  of  soft  linen  in  the  unctuous  mixture.  Lobelia  tinc- 
ture, and  apply  direct  to  the  induration.  In  a  few  moments,  a  smart- 
ing is  complained  of,  and  an  examination  will  find  relaxation  and 
exudation,  and  the  trouble  is  ended. 

I  now  name  the  case  of  a  lady,  who  one  night,  when  three  or  four 
months  pregnant,  was  awakened  by  violent  outside  knocking  of 
those  who  came  to  announce  that  her  husband's  place  of  business 
was  on  fire.  The  nervous  shock,  I  suppose,  destroyed  the  foetus.  It 
lay,  when  I  was  called  a  day  or  two  after,  half  in  the  vagina. 
The  rectum  being  full,  I  gave  an  enema  with  complete  relief.  The 
placenta  was  firm,  plump  and  there  was  no  discharge.  The 
patient  hot,  dry  and  feverish.  I  reasoned  that  while  force  might 
determine  the  fever  to  the  uterus  or  produce  haemorrhage,  two  or 
three  days'  waiting  would  bring  the  usual  contractions  and 
accomplish  what  was  needed.  The  desired  result  followed  and 
recovery  was  rapid  and  perfect.     Of   course,  in   all   these  cases 
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the  indicated  remedies  are  to  be  used  as  well  as  local  measures  re- 
sorted to. 

DYSTOCIA. 

Notwithstanding  the  making  merry  by  one  of  our  writers  (after  the 
fashion  of  old  school),  over  the  effects  claimed  to  have  been  obtained 
from  certain  remedies  in  difficult  labor,  if  he  would  tr^  them  at  such 
time,  as  they  are  said  to  be  effectual,  he  might  be  surprised.  Won- 
derful, wonderful,  sometimes,  are  the  changes  made  by  Aconite 
Bell.,  Gels.,  Puis.,  etc.,  when  indicated. 

NEW   BEMEDIES. 

Inflammation,  such  as  destroyed  in  olden  times,  is  hardly  to  be 
feared  with  intelligent  treatment.  When  the  book  published  by  you, 
"  Nisw  HemedieSy^^  appeared,  I  thought  it  was  a  pity,  as  the  virtues 
of  a  few,  even,  of  the  old  remedies  were  hardly  well  understood. 
But  the  use  of  Baptisia  in  typhoid  fevers,  has,  alone,  given  satis- 
faction enough  to  pay  for  the  trouble.  So  in  atrophy  of  children 
and  some  brain  troubles.     One  little  bit  of 

SIMPLE  SUBGEBY 

which  pleased  me,  will  be  enough  for  me  to  relate  now  and  I  will 
close.  A  lady  came  to  know  if  I  could  relieve  her  child,  who  had 
a  bean  up  her  nose.  It  was  out  of  sight.  I  detached  the  rubber 
bulb  from  a  spray-producer  and  went  with  her.  Exhausting 
the  air  I  applied  the  open  end  to  the  nostril,  closing  the  other  and 
the  mouth,  then  allowing  the  bulb  to  expand,  the  bean  was  quickly 
found  in  the  lower  part  of  the  nostril.  No  violence  or  force  was 
necessary.  And  I  believe  whenever  possible  we  should  imitate 
Nature's  way  of  quiet,  persistent  means,  adequate  to  the  end  re- 
quired. I  think  it  well  ever  to  remember  that  we  cannot  hope  to 
improve  on  Nature's  methods,  for  they  are  the  results  of  Infinite 
Wisdom.     Let  us  patiently  follow  her  lead.  W. 


Home  or  Hospital — The  Paris  hospitals  have  one  bed  for  every 
11  inhabitants.  In  London  about  one  to  200.  When  sick  the 
Parisian  prefers  the  hospital,  the  Englishman  his  home. 
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TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  HOM(EOPATHIG  MEDICAL  80GIETT  OF 
THE  STATE   OF  PENNSYLVANIA.    Twentieth  Annual    Session, 
1884.    Pittsburgh,  Press  of  J.  H.  Barrows  &  Co. 

This  is  a  finely  printed  and  bound  volume  of  385  pages,  contain- 
ing a  large  number  of  valuable  medical  and  surgical  papers,  with  a 
satisfactory  index,  which  is  a  good  feature  in  any  book. 

The  manner  in  which  these  yearly  volumes  are  published  is 
highly  creditable  to  the  Society.  The  principal  officers  for  this 
year  are  J.  E.  James,  M.  D.,  President;  D.  Cowlejr,  M.  D.,  First 
Vice-President;  J.  K.  Lee,  M.  D.,  Second  Vice-President;  C.  Bart- 
lett,  M.  D.,  Recording  Secretary;  R.  E.  Caruthers,  M.  I).,  Corre- 
sponding Secretary. 

THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  JOURNAL  OF  HOMCEOPATHT,  New  York, 

This  Quarterly  has  been  purchased  by  The  Journal  Publishing 
Club,  of  which  Prof.  T.  F.  Allen,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  is  President 
Dr.  George  M.  Dillow  will  be  Editor  in  Chief,  and  Drs.  C.  E.  Beebe, 
S.  F.  Willcox,  C.  F.  Sterling,  L.  L.  Danforth,  M.  Leal,  E.  H.  Porter, 
and  G.  G.  Shelton,  will  form  the  editorial  corps.  We  understand 
they  propose  to  publish  a  monthly.  While  wishing  them  all  suc- 
cess, we  can  but  think  that  there  was  certainly  room  for  a  good 
quarterly,  and  the  field  for  monthlies  in  the  homoBopathic  school 
is  more  than  full. 

SEXUAL  NEURASTHENIA:  Its  Hygiene,  Causes,  Symptoms  and  TreatmerU, 
with  a  Chapter  on  Diet  for  the  Nervous,  by  George  M,  Beard,  A.  M.,  M,  D. 
E.  B.  Treat,  Publisher,  757  Broadway,  New  York.    Price,  $2. 

This  work  is  edited  from  a  posthumous  manuscript  by  A.  D. 
Rockwell,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

It  treats  of  the  nature  and  varieties  of  neurasthenia,  evolution 
and  relation  of  the  sexual  sense,  the  relation  of  neurasthenia  to 
other  diseases,  sexual  hygiene,  diagnosis  and  prognosis.  Forty- 
three  illustrative  cases  are  given,  and  chapters  added  on  treatment 
and  diet. 

The  philosophy  of  this  work  is  based  on  the  theory  that  there  is 
a  special  and  very  important  and  very  frequent  clinical  variety  of 
neurasthenia  (nervous  exhaustion)  to  which  the  term  sexual  neu- 
rasthenia (sexual  exhaustion)  may  properly  be  applied. 

While  this  variety  may  be  and  often  is  involved  as  cause  or 
effect  or  coincident  with  other  varieties — exhaustion  of  the  brain, 
of  the  spine,  of  the  stomach  and  digestive  system — yet  in  its  full 
development  it  can  be  and  should  be  differentiated  from  hysteria, 
simple  hypochondria,  insanity,  and  various  organic  diseases  of  the 
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nervous  system^  with  all  of   which  it  had  until  lately  been  con- 
founded. 

ANNUAL  DIREGTORT  OF  THE  HOMCEOPATHIG PHT8IGIAN8  AND 
SURGEONS  OF  TEE  STATE  OF  MIGHIGAN,  for  the  year  1885, 
Compiled  by  W,  A.  Famaworth,  M.  D,  Published  by  Drs.  Farnsworth, 
East  Saginaw,  Mich.    Price,  50  cents. 

This  is  the  most  complete  and  accurate  directory  of  Michigan 
physicians  yet  published.  But  we  need  a  good  directory  for  the 
United  States  more  than  for  any  single  State.     Who  will  make  it  ? 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  HOMCEOPATHIG  MED^ 
ICAL  SOCIETY,  1884,  '^l-  7.  Published  by  the  CommiUee  on  Publication. 
Boston.     Franklin  Press,  Rand,  Avery  &  Co, 

This  volume  contains  some  very  interesting  and  important  surgi- 
cal reports,  and  other  papers,  with  photographic  illustrations,  some 
of  which  are  of  a  very  noteworthy  character. 

FIRST  IMPRESSIONS  ON  CHILD  LIFE  AND  HEALTH  CMcago,  111., 
Duncan  Bros.,  1885, 

This  is  the  publication  of  an  address  delivered  in  Hersley  Music 
Hally  February  2,  1881,  before  the  Mothers'  Society  of  Chicago. 
Printed  in  convenient  form  for  general  circulation,  it  will  doubt- 
less do  much  good. 

NORTH  AMERICAN  REVIEW. 

Few  things  are  more  fascinating  in  their  way  than  a  study  of  the 
subterranean  history  of  man,  whether  in  caves  or  in  mounds, 
whether  it  be  to  corroborate  written  history,  or  to  take  testimony 
that  antedates  all  writing.  President  Bartlett,  of  Dartmouth,  con- 
tributes an  interesting  article  on  this  topic  to  the  July  number  of 
the  North  American  Meview.  From  the  men  of  unknown  ages  and 
their  works  underground,  to  men  grappling  with  the  latest  ques- 
tions of  our  own  day  and  discussing  the  parceling  out  of  the  earth's 
surface,  is  a  long  step;  but  in  the  same  number  of  the  Review 
appears  a  conversation  between  David  Dudley  Field  and  Henry 
George,  on  land  and  taxation.  If  the  allotted  age  of  man  were 
sufficient  for  a  magazine,  we  might  have  to  part  here  with  an  old 
friend;  for  the  Review  has  just  completed  its  seventieth  year.  But 
outwardly  it  renews  its  youth  with  a  new  cover,  and  inwardly  it 
seems  more  vigorous  than  ever. 

A  SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE  based  upon  the  Laws  of  Homeopathy.  Edited 
by  H.  R.  Arndt,  M.  D. ;  in  3  vols.  Vol  1.    Philadelphia.  Pi  E.  Boericke. 

The  appearance  of  this  fine  work  is  certainly  highly  creditable 
to  the  worthy  editor,  his  colleagues,  and  the  publisher.  It  is  a 
royal  octavo  of  a  thousand  pages,  with  clear  type  and  excellent 
paper. 

This  first  volume  contains:  Introductory,  by  the  General  Editor; 
Physical  Diagnosis,  by  H.  C.  Clapp,  M.  D.;  Diseases  of  the  Respira- 
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tory  Organs,  by  Drs.  Moore,  Mitchell  and  Crawford;  Diseases  of 
the  Circulation,  by  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale;  Diseases  of  the  Great  Blood 
Vessels,  by  Dr.  A.  R.  Thomas;  Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  Diges- 
tion, Drs.  C.  M.  Conant,  W.  T.  Laird,  H.  R.  Arndt  and  A.  C. 
Cowperthwaite;  Diseases  of  the  Liver  and  Pancreas,  by  W.  H. 
Dickinson.  In  addition  to  these  contributions,  there  are  valuable 
articles  by  Drs.  P.emberton  Dudley,  J.  G.  Gilchrist,  E.  N.  Jones, 
L.  D.  Morse  and  W.  B.  Trites. 

We  recommend  all  of  our  readers  to  subscribe  at  once  for  this 
standard  work  on  practice.  It  fills  a  deeply  felt  want,  and  should 
receive  the  warm  welcome  of  the  profession.  Here  and  there  some 
recommendations  of  auxiliary  treatment  will  be  found  which  are 
more  than  questionable,  but  these  can  be  passed  over  without  sharp 
criticism  when  there  is  so  much  matter  given  that  is  worthy  of  all 
commendation. 

The  second  volume  is  expected  this  month.  It  will  contain 
diseases  of  the  blood,  glandular  system,  urinary  organs,  male  and 
female  genital  organs,  nervous  system,  and  of  the  organs  of  loco- 
motion; also,  a  chapter  on  diseases  of  the  skin  and  common  affec- 
tions of  eye  and  ear. 

JSUROICAL  EMERGENCIES  AND  ACCIDENTS,  by  J.  G.  Gilchrist,  M.  D., 
Prof,  of  Surgery  in  State  University  of  Iowa,  etc.,  etc.  Chicago,  111., 
Duncan  Bros.,  1884.     $4.50  by  mail;  net  $3.60. 

This  is  a  finely  printed  octavo  volume  of  682  pages,  with  67 
illustrations.  Being  closely  printed  in  bourgeois  type,  it  contains 
as  much  matter  as  in  an  ordinary  700  page  octavo  volume,  and 
there  is  nothing  of  a  superfluous  character.  There  has  been  no 
attempt  to  make  up  a  large  book.  The  contents  are  rich  and  emi- 
nently practical.  Prof.  Gilchrist  is  a  fine  lecturer  and  a  good 
writer,  and  his  books  are  deservedly  popular.  The  profession  will 
doubtless  welcome  the  present  work  as  worthy  of  its  predecessors. 

A  DIGEST  OP  MATERIA  MEDIC  A  AND  PHARMACY,  f<yrming  a  com- 
plete Phamacopoda  for  the  use  of  Physicians,  DrtiggisU  and  Siudmts,  by 
Albert  Merrell,  M.  D.     Philadelphia,  P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co. 

We  remember  with  much  pleasure  the  father  of  the  author  of 
this  work,  the  late  Dr.  William  S.  Merrell,  of  Cincinnati.  He  was 
the  first  manufacturer  of  Podophyllin,  and  several  other  resinoids, 
and  worked  very  faithfully  and  perse veringly  for  the  benefit  of  the 
medical  profession  for  over  a  third  of  a  century.  He  helped  very 
materially  in  the  introduction  of  New  Remedies,  particularly  those 
of  American  origin.  We  are  glad  to  find  the  son  following  so  well 
in  his  father's  footsteps. 

This  Materia  Medica  Digest  is  a  fine  octavo  volume  of  512  pages, 
and  gives  more  of  reliable  general  materia  medica  information  than 
is  presented  by  any  other  volume  of  equal  size  with  which  we  are 
acquainted.  The  style  is  brief,  pointed  and  vigorous.  The 
mechanical  execution  of  the  book,  in  type,  paper  and  binding,  is  all 
that  could  be  desired. 


1885.]  AMERICAN   OBSERVER.  47 


Itwrolagiral 


Atwatbu. — John  Atwater,  M.  D.,  died  May  28th,  at  Chicago,  111.    He  was 
a  member  of  the  HomoBopathic  Clinical  Society. 

BuTLBR. — John  Butler,  M.  D  ,  an  eminent  electrologist  of  New  York^  died 
on  the  lOtb  of  April,  from  mastoid  disease. 

Burr.— Charles  Hartwell  Burr,  M.  D.,  died  at  Portland,  Me.»  February  26, 
1885,  at  60,  of  pneumonia. 

Fuller— Milt«)n  Fuller,  M.  D.,  died  at  Boston,  March  11,  1885,  at  86.    A 
**belo7>ed  physician  "  because  ever  good  and  true. 

Gatchbll. — Horatio  P.  Gatchell,  M.  D.,  departed  this  life  on  the  27th  of 
March  last,  set.  71  ^ears.  We  first  became  acquainted  with  Dr.  G.  in  Febru- 
ary, 1843,  thus  our  intimacy  extended  over  a  period  of  42  years.  In  1843  he 
was  an  eloquent  preacher  of  the  gospel;  in  1849-50  he  was  a  professor  in  the 
Eclectic  Medical  Institute.  Subsequently  he  embraced  homoeopathy  and  be- 
came associated  with  Dr.  Pulte  in  the  publication  of  a  medical  journal.  He 
filled  professorships  in  the  Homoepathic  Colleges  of  Cleveland  and  Chicago 
with  great  credit.  At  Kenosha,  Wis.,  in  connection  with  his  talented  wife, 
he  conducted  a  sanitarium,  to  the  profit  of  his  patients,  but  probably  not  to 
his  own  pecuniary  advantage.  He  was  a  very  fluent  speaker,  and  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  general  literature  that  we  believe  he  could  give  a  pleasing  ex- 
temporaneous address  on  any  given  topic  with  only  half  a  day's  preparation. 
He  was  particularly  interested  in  climatology,  and  conducted  that  department 
in  this  Journal  for  many  years  with  good  satisfaction  to  the  profession.  Our 
readers  will  recollect  that  he  wrote  very  positively  in  relation  to  the  sanitary 
advantages  of  Asheville,  N.  C.  At  that  time  he  had  never  visited  that  portion 
of  our  country.  A  few  years  ago  he  went  there,  and  among  the  grand  old 
mountains  he  spent  his  last  days.  A  lover  of  nature  and  of  nature's  God,  he 
was  not  at  home  in  the  busy  city  with  its  shams  and  follies,  but  sought  the 
highlands  of  the  sunny  South,  with  its  warmth  and  invigoration.  A  little 
time  before  he  passed  away  he  wrote  a  large  work  entitled  "Man  and  His  En- 
vironments," the  MS.  of  which  was  unfortunately  lost  in  the  fire  which  con- 
sumed his  residence  and  all  it  contained. 

JosLiN. — B.  F.  Joslin,  M.  D.,  a  much-respected  practitioner  of  homoeopathy, 
has  departed  this  life.  The  New  York  County  Medical  Society,  at  its  meet- 
ing May  27th,  passed  resolutions  of  respect  for  his  memory,  and  sympathy 
for  his  family. 

McManus. — Felix  R.  McManus  departed  this  life  on  the  8d  of  March  last, 
at  the  ripe  age  of  78.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Homoeopathy,  and  its  firm  friend  to  the  last.  For  thirty  years  he  served 
the  Institute  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Censors,  doing  his  duty  courte- 
ously but  fearlessly.  After  his  decease  the  homoeopathic  physicians  of  Balti- 
more met  together  and  passed  a  series  of  resolutions  of  respect  for  his  memory 
and  condolence  with  his  family. 

PuBSBL.-— J.  E.  Pursel,  M.  D.,  died  at  Williamsport,  Pa.,  from  cerebellar 
tumor,  March  15th  last. 

Wbstfall. — Drss.  A.  P.  Westfall,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Hahne- 
mann College,  of  Chicago,  1880-81,  died  recently  from  typhoid  pneumonia. 

White. -^tfrs.  Dr.  J.  S.  White,  the  writer  of  the  ''Interesting  Letter  from 
Mcusaehttsetts"  which  we  publish  in  the  present  number,  died  suddenly  of 
lung  fever  on  the  9th  of  April  last,  set.  72  years  and  6  months.  We  tender  our 
sincere  condolence  to  her  husband,  Rev.  J.  S.  White.  He  feels  his  great  loss, 
but  sorrows  not  as  those  who  are  without  hope. 
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Burnett. — J.  Compton  Burnett,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  G,  S.,  in  retiring 
from  editorial  charge  of  the  Homoeopathic  Worlds  publishes  a  very 
graceful  valedictory  in  the  April  number. 

Clarke. — John  H.  Clarke,  M.  D.,  formerly  one  of  the  editors  of 
the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy^  and  Lecturer  on  Materia 
Medica  at  the  school  of  London  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  succeeds 
Dr.  Burnett  as  editor  of  the  Homoeopathic  World,  We  trust  that 
he  will  find  his  new  position  a  pleasant  one,  and  that  he  will  have 
encouraging  support. 

Carr. — Dr.  R.  W.  Carr  has  been  elected  health  officer  of  Se- 
dalia.  Mo. 

Cooper.  Isaac  Cooper,  M.  D.,  was  elected  President  of  the 
West  Jersey  Homoeopathic  Society,  at  its  annual  meeting,  May  20 
last. 

Fellows. — Prof.  H.  B.  Fellows,  M.  D.,  has  been  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Clinical  Society  of  the  Hahnemann  Hospital,  of  Chicago. 

Jones. — Joseph  Jones,  M.  D.,  of  San  Antonio,  was  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Texas  Homoeopathic  Association,  at  its  annual  session. 

Long. — O.  R.  Long,  M.  D.,  has  been  appointed  Medical  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Asylum  for  Insane  Criminals  at  Ionia,  Mich. 

LiLiENTHAL. — Our  esteemed  colleague,  having  reached  the  ripe 
period  of  three  score  and  ten,  retires  from  editorial  charge  of  the 
North  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy ^  and  takes  a  little  rest. 
For  fifty  years  he  has  practiced  as  a  physician,  and  for  fifteen  con- 
ducted the  North  American  quarterly.  For  a  long  period  he  has 
been  associated  with  us  in  the  conduct  of  this  journal,  editing  the 
department  of  Translations,  which  has  given  very  great  satisfac- 
tion to  all  our  readers.  Prof.  L.  has  been  a  hard  student,  a  dili- 
gent worker,  a  trustworthy  physician,  a  genial  companion,  and  a 
true  friend.  Our  present  issue  contains  several  of  his  admirable 
translations,  and  we  are  glad  to  say  we  may  still  look  for  contribu- 
tions from  his  pen  from  time  to  time. 

Runnels. — Moses  T.  Runnels,  M.  D.,  a  successful  practitioner  of 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  for  ten  years,  has  removed  to  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
where  he  will  attend  specially  to  Gynaecology. 

Thompson. — Charles  L.  Thompson,  M.  D.,  has  been  chosen  city 
physician  at  Muskegon,  Mich. 

van-Lennep. — William  B.  Lennep,  M.  D.,  has  been  appointed 
Surgeon  to  the  Children's  Homoeopathic  Hospital  of  Philadelphia, 
in  place  of  John  E.  James,  M.  D.,  who  resigned. 

MABTTAL. 

Mann — Holden.  Jesse  E.  Mann,  M.  D  ,  has  been  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Nettie  J.  Holden,  M.  D.,  of  Class  1885,  Hahnemann  Medi- 
cal College,  of  Chicago. 
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atma  MtVm. 


PBOF.  S.  A.  JONES,  M.D.,  ANN  ARBOB,  EDITOB. 


AN  ANCIENT  WORKMAN. 
(penned  on  a  summer's  day  by  an  idle  one.) 

I  became  acquainted  with  him  by  means  of  a  piece  of  his  work- 
manship that  had  found  its  way  from  the  bookshelves  of  Dr.  John 
Brown  of  Edinburgh  to  my  own.  It  was  the  first  English  transla- 
tion of  Sydenham's  works,  from  the  facile  pen  of  Dr.  John  Pechey 
— a  rendering  not  so  felicitous,  on  the  whole,  as  Swan's,  but  better 
than  Dr.  Latham's.  Ah,  that  seventeenth  century  scholarship  had 
in  it  fewer  of  the  ologies  than  ours,  but  it  struck  a  deeper  root  and 
produced  a  fuller-flavored  fruit.  As  translators  they  caught  the 
spirit  of  the  original,  and  their  use  of  English  is  a  lost  art. 

At  a  later  date  there  came  to  me  a  still  earlier  work  from  the 
same  indefatigable  pen,  and  this  time  it  was  an  original  production. 
The  title  page  is  a  curiosity,  and  I  beg  leave  to  reproduce  it  here„ 
at  full  length,  and  as  nearly  in  fac-aimile  as  may  be: 

THE 

COMPLEAT   HERBAL 

OF 

PHYSICAL    PLANTS 

CONTAINING 

All  such  English  and  Foreien  Herbs,  Shrubs  and  Trees,  as  are 

used  in  Physic  and  Surgery. 
And  to  the  Virtues  of  those  that  are  now  in  use,  is  added  one: 

Receipt,  or  more,  of  some  Learned  Physician. 

The  Doses  or  Quantities  of  such  as  are  prescribed  by  the- 

Z^»^(i7»-Pnysicians,  and  others,  are  proportioned. 

ALSO 

Directions  for  Making  Compound-Waters,  Sytups  Simple  and! 

Compound,  Electuaries,  Pills,  Powders,  and  other 

Sorts  of  Medicines. 

MOREOVER, 

The  Gums,  Balsams,  Oils,  Juices,  and  the  like,  which  are  sold 

by  Apothecaries  and  Druggists,  are  added  to  this  Herbal ; 

and  their  Virtues  and  Uses  are  fully  described. 

By   JOHN  PECHEY, 
Of  the  College  of  Physicans,  in  London. 


London,  Printed  for  Henry  Bonwicke^  at  the  Red  Lyon  in 

St.  PauVs  Church-yard,  1694. 
4 
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Iq  those  old-fashioned  days  they  wanted  a  purchaser  to  know 
what  he  was  buying,  and  the  work  made  good  the  promise  of  its 
title.     Who  cares  for  a  title  to-day  ? 

Dr.  Pechey's  "Preface"  reveals  the  honest  man: 

"  What  I  have  contributed  to  this  Work,  I  confess,  is  the  least 
Part:  Some  Virtues,  indeed,  I  have  added,  and  many  good  Medi- 
cines; but  those  I  borrowed  too.  So  that,  upon  a  Review,  I  find 
little  or  nothing  belongs  to  me,  save  only  the  Collection,  and  Trans- 
lation; and  for  that  I  expect  censure." 

O  Rare  John  Pechey !  borrowing  —  and  owning  it ;  adding 
**  many  good  Medicines  "  {^^New  Remedies,^^  as  it  were),  and  having 
the  fear  of  God  in  thine  heart,  distinctly  avowing:  "those  I  bor- 
rowed too."  Our  modern  authors  "borrow,"  too,  but  after  the 
manner  of  one  Cacus  —  as  if  the  lidless  eye  of  Omniscience  could 
be  deceived! 

And  honest  John  Pechey  "  expected  censure  "  for  the  crime  of 
translating  from  a  foreign  tongue.  Even  so;  and  thus  does  he 
make  appeal: 

"And  therefore,  in  hope  I  may,  at  least,  extenuate  my  Crime,  I 
take  Leave  to  expostulate  with  my  Adversaries.  'Tis  well  known, 
many  are,  with  good  Reason,  Authoriz'd  by  the  Spiritual  Lords  to 
practice  Physick,  who  are  only  skill'd  in  their  Mother-Tongue, 
there  being  not  learned  Physicians  enough  to  attend  on  the  Sick  in 
these  populous  Kingdoms;  for  if  there  were,  to  be  sure  the  Right 
Reverend  Bishops,  who  are  eminent  for  Learning,  as  well  as  Piety, 
would  of  Choice  prefer  the  Learned. 

Now,  I  say,  it  being  evident  that  many  Practitioners  do  not 
understand  Foreign  Languages,  and  so,  by  Consequence,  cannot 
partake  of  those  Improvements  that  are  made  abroad,  or  conceal'd 
at  home,  in  a  Language  to  them  unknown,  I  suppose  no  sober  Man 
will  blame  me,  or  any  other,  for  Writing  or  Rendering  into  English 
such  things  as  may  be  more  generally  conducive  to  the  Health  or 
Welfare  of  our  country. 

But  it  is  to  little  purpose  to  sober  Men,  they  being  now-a-days 
the  weakest  and  most  contemptible  Party,  and  so  can  yield  no  Pro- 
tection: He  therefore  that  dares  advance  anything  for  publick 
Good,  must  expect  publick  Hatred.  But,  be  it  so;  'tis  better  to  be 
beneficial  to  Men,  than  to  be  beloved  by  them:  And  the  solid 
Comfort  of  Well-doing  infinitely  surpasses  the  fleeting  Praises  of 
the  giddy  Multitude." 

Thus  wrote  John  Pechey,  "  From  the  Angd  and  Croion  in  Bas- 
ing-LanCy  London^  February  the  2d,  1694." 
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Of  a  truth,  "  the  solid  Comfort  of  Well-doing  "  must  have  been 
his,  for  on  some  slight  research  (of  the  Dryasdust  variety)  I  find 
that  John  Pechey  filled  the  year  of  Grace,  1694,  with  an  amount 
of  "  well-doing "  that  should  be  ever-memorable  in  the  annals  of 
Medical  Literature.  Honest  John  Pechey  cannot  blush  now  at  my 
recital  of  his  honest  doing,  and  I  shall  record  it  here  in  honor  of  an 
ancient  workman.  Read,  then,  the  following  list  of  quartos^  each 
published  by  him  in  London,  1694: 

1.  Observations  upon  the  Banellas^  and  their  virttees  in  curing 

Melancholy. 

2.  Observations  upon  the  Barbado   Seeds,  and  their  virtues  in 

Dropsies. 

3.  Observations  upon  the  Bengala  Bean^  and  its  virtue  in  Hem* 

orrages. 

4.  Observations  upon  the  Bermuda  Berries,  and  their  virtues  in 

the  Green- Sickness. 

5.  Observations  upon  the  Blatta  Bizantina,  and  its  virtues  in 

Asthmahs. 

6.  Observations  on  the  Calumbo  Wood,  and  its  virtues  in  curing 

the  Gout. 

7.  Observations  upon  the  Lignum  Nephriticum,  and  its  virtues  in 

dissolving  the  Stone. 

8.  Observations  upon  the  Malabar  Nutt,  and  its  virtues  in  curing 

King^s-Evil. 

9.  Observations  upon  the  Maldiva  Nutt,  and  its  virtue  in  giving 

speedy  Delivery  to  Women. 

10.  Observations  upon  the  herb  Periqua,  and  its  virtues  in  Diabetes. 

11.  Observations  upon  the  root  SerapiaSy  and  its  virttces  in  prevent- 

ing Miscarriages. 

12.  Observations  upon  Serpent  Stones,  and  their  virtues  in  Spotted 

Fevers. 

Dear  (or  devilish)  reader,  was  there  at  that  early  day  a  "Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,"  raking  the  earth  with  a  fine-tooth  comb  (from  purely 
benevolent  motives)  for  "New  Remedies;"  and  was  Dr.  John 
Pechey  only  a  devil-let  penny-a-liner  (such  as  now  exists  in  Chi- 
cago), to  give  these  tooth-comb  findings  a  qu^asi  "  scientific  "  bap- 
tism? Perish' the  thought!  There  is  only  one  age  and  one  city 
from  which  such  a  penny-a-liner  could  hail:  May  his  shadow 
never  be  less  I 

These  twelve  quartos,  be  it  observed,  were  all  published  in  1694, 
and  in  the  same  year  the  before-mentioned  Herbal  came  from 
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Henry  Bonwicke's  press.  Moreover,  Dr.  John  Pechey  wrote  the 
preface  to  said  Herbal  on  the  second  of  February  of  the  same 
year.  Now,  a  patient  search  shows  that  not  one  of  the  drugs 
treated  of  in  these  twelve  quartos  is  even  mentioned  in  the  Herbal, 
Then  Pechey's  knowledge  of  them  came  to  him  after  the  Herbal 
was  in  press — therefore  the  twelve  quartos  must  have  been  written 
and  published  inside  of  ten  months.  Think  of  it;  twelve  lusty 
quartos  and  a  three-hundred-and-seventy-eight  paged  12mo  Herbal 
in  one  year  I  For  fecundity  of  invention  and  dexterity  in  "  borrow- 
ing" (convey  the  wise  it  call),  I  used  to  think  the  belt  belonged 
in  Chicago.  By  "  hook  "  or  by  crook  (perhaps  by  both),  it  has  got 
there,  and  Cacus  will  never  relinquish  it. 

But  Dr.  John  Pechey's  claim  to  professional  immortality  does 
not  rest  upon  only  the  wonderful  activity  of  his  (£n,no  mirabiliSy 

1694.  I  must  recount  all  of  his  life-doings  so  far  as  I  (an  exile  in 
these  barbaric  wilds)  can  learn  of  them. 

1672.     Observations  upon  the  Molucca  Nutts^  imported  from  the 

Indies,    4to. 
1682.     Observations  upon  the  Angola  Seed,  and  its  virtue  in  dis- 
tempers  of  the  Eyes,     4to. 
"        Observations  on  the  Brasillian  Hooty  called  Ipepocoanha, 

4to. 
"       Observations  upon  the  Virginian  Nutts,   and  their  virtue 
against  the  Scurvy,     4to. 
1693.     Observations  upon  the  virtues  ofCasmunar,    4to. 
"       Promptuarium  Praxeos  Medicce:   seu  Methodus  Medendi, 
prcBscriptos    celeberrimorum    Medicorum    Londinensium 
concinnatay  Et  in  Ordinem  Alphabeticum  digesta,    18mo. 

1695.  Observations  upon  the  Herb   Cassinyy   and  its  virtues  in 

Small  Pox,     4to. 
**        Observations  on  the  Cylonian  Plant,  and  its  virtues  against 

Deafness,     4  to. 
"        Observations  upon  the  Mexico    Seeds,    and    their    virtue 

against  Worms,     4to. 

1696.  Thomas  Sydenham,      Whole  Works,     Translated  by  John 

Pechey,     8vo. 
"        Treatise  of  the  diseases  of  maids,  big-bellied  women,  child- 
bed women  and  widows,     12mo. 
1698.     The  complete  Midwife^ s  practice,  enlarged  from,  the  experi- 
ence of  Sir  T,  Mayern,  Dr,   Chamberlain,  and  N.   Crd- 
peper,  with  instructions  of  the  Queen  of  FranG^s  Midwife 
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to  her  daughter.     Fifth  edition^  enlarged  by  John  Pechey. 
8vo. 

There  are  still  two  works  concerning  which  I  cannot  learn  the 
years  of  publication: 

"  Collections  of  Acute  Diseases,  in  Jive  Parts :  1.  Of  the  SmaU 
Pox,  and  Measles,  2,  Of  the  Plague,  and  Pestilential  Fevers^ 
S,  Of  Continual  Fevers.  5ly  and  Lastly,  Of  the  Bloody-Flux^ 
Miscarriage,  of  Acute  Diseases  of  Women  with  child,  a  Rheu- 
matism, Bleeding  at- Nose,  Apoplexy,  Lethargy,  and  several 
other  DiseajSes?"* 

f*  A  Collection  of  Chronical  Diseases ;  viz.  the  CholicJc,  the  Bilious 
Cholick,  Hysterich  Diseases,  the  Gout,  and  the  Bloody  Urine 
from  the  Stone  in  the  Kidnies.'*'^ 

This  should  not  end  the  list;  but  death  must  have  owed  Dr. 
Pechey  a  sore  grudge,  for  one  untimely  day  he  swung  his  all- 
destroying  scythe,  and  our  ancient  workman,  all  a- weary,  "went 
over  to  the  majority,"  leaving  one  manuscript  that  never  found  its 
way  to  the  press  of  Henry  Bonwicke,  "  at  the  Red  Lyon^  St.  PauPs 
Church-yard."     Here  is  its  title  : 

"  Observations  upon  the  virtues  of  CassummuniarJ^  MS.  4to., 
sine  anno  et  loco. 

The  list  of  this  tireless  old  workman's  doings  affords  one  volume 
a  year  for  twenty*seven  years — 16V2-1698 — and  an  unpublished 
manuscript  that  Charon  might  well  accept  in  lieu  of  the  obolua 
which  I  much  fear  he  that  was  Dr.  Pechey  did  not  have  in  his  hand 
for  the  grim  boatman. 

Dr.  John  Pechey  was  a  scholar  in  an  age  when  a  mere  scholar 
might  die  with  the  crust  of  a  niggard  charity  in  his  throat,  as  did 
Otway;  and  at  the  end  of  one  of  Dr.  Pechey's  books  I  find  an 
"  Advertisement "  that  is  ominous  of  strange  shifts  on  the  part  of 
a  scholar.     But  read  it,  and  judge. 

"  Excellent  Purging  Pills,  prepar'd  by  the  Author,  are  to  be  sold 
by  Mr.  Henry  Bonwicke,  at  the  Red  Lyon,  in  St.  PauVs  Church- 
yard. They  cure  the  Scurvy,  the  most  reigning  Disease  of  this 
kingdom.  They  purge  the  Head,  Breast,  Stomach  and  Reins,  and 
cleanse  the  Blood;  and  are  a  very  proper  Purge  for  those  that  can- 
not confine  themselves  when  they  want  Purging,  but  are  forc'd  to 
go  abroad  about  their  business.  The  Price  is  Is.  6d.,  with  Direc- 
tions for  Use." 


54  AMBBICAN   OBSEBYBB.  [AugUSt, 

Alas!  he  doth  "profess  too  much."  Old  age  was  upon  him,  and 
want  harrassed  him,  and  the  devil  of  harsh  necessity  devised  these 
"  Excellent  Purging  Pills."  Tinder  just  such  a  pressure  of  want 
and  necessity  have  I  seen  a  gray -haired  Professor  in  a  proud  Uni- 
versity sell  himself,  for  a  poor  pittance,  to  a  medical  and  surgical 
firm  that  advertised  most  extensively/,  and  used  the  poor,  played-out 
"  Professor  "  for  more  than  he  was  worth. 

Doctor  John  Pechey  is  the  author  of  another  "  Advertisement " 

that  is  infinitely  more  to  his  credit,  and  as  I  wish  to  do  honor  to  this 

long-dead  workman,  I  shall  cite  it: 

"The  Observations  about  Gathering  Plants  from  the  various 
Positions  of  the  Heavens,  or  Seasons  of  the  Moon,  are  superstitious 
and  vain.  But  I  suppose,  in  general,  'tis  best  to  gather  them  when 
they  are  full  of  Juice  that  is  well  concocted,  and  before  the  Fibres 
grow  woody.  Chuse  a  clear  Day;  and  do  not  gather  them  till 
the  Dew  is  gone  off.  Flowers  are  best  gathered  when  they  are  full 
blown:  Seeds,  when  they  are  ripe,  and  begin  to  dry.  JFhuits  should 
not  be  gather'd  till  they  are  quite  ripe.  Moots  are  best  gather'd  in 
the  Spring,  just  before  they  begin  to  spring.  'Tis  best  to  dry 
Herbs  in  the  Sun,  tho'  Physicians  generally  order  that  they  should 
be  dried  in  the  Shade." 

He  had  risen  above  the  superstitions  of  his  day,  had  learned  to 
think  for  himself,  and  was  even  heterodox  enough  "  to  dry  Herbs  in 
the  Sun."  His  quiet  affirmation  "  'Tis  best,"  is  worth  the  notice  of 
all  who  gather  "simples" — no,  not  all;  quack  doctors  gather 
**  simples,"  of  the  forked  radish  variety,  and  they  are  best  kept  in 
the  shade. 

A  glimpse  at  Dr.  John  Pechey's  Herbal  will  not  be  without 
interest,  for,  like  all  of  its  class,  it  affords  corroborative  testimony 
to  the  truth  of  our  provings.  As  well-showing  the  nature  of  that 
testimony,  his  observations  upon  Nux  Moschata  are  quoted  from: 

"  'Tis  somewhat  Astringent,  is  Stomachick,  Cephalic  and  Uterine; 
it  discusses  Wind,  helps  Concoction,  mends  a  Stinking  Breath,  pre- 
vents Fainting,  does  good  in  the  Palpitation  of  the  Heart,  lessens 
the  Spleen,  provokes  Urine,  and  quickens  the  Sight.  Nutmeg  is  of 
great  use  in  the  Bloody-Flux,  and  other  Fluxes. 

"  The  Oyly  Substance  of  it  defends  the  Guts  from  Sharp  Hum- 
ours, and  eases  the  Pain;  the  Aromatic  Quality  consisting  in  the 
Airy  Spirit,  penetrates  the  Noble  Parts,  and  comforts  them;  the 
Earthy  Part  binds,  dries  up  Ulcers,  and  Cicatrises  them.     Candied 
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N'utmegs  are  used  in  all  cold  Diseases  of  the  Head,  for  a  Palsie,  and 
other  Diseases  of  the  Nerves  and  Womb;  besides  they  are  counted 
Cordial. 

"It  has* been  found T)y  Experience,  that  the  frequent  and  exces- 
sive use,  both  of  the  Nut^  and  Bark,  occasions  Sleepy  Diseases,  for 
they  are  very  Narcotick.  Upon  which  Account,  what  Tavarnier 
relates  is  not  improbable;  namely.  That  when  these  Nuts  are  ripe, 
the  Birds  of  Paradise  flock  together  to  the  Molucca  Islands  to  eat 
them;  just  as  Thrushes  flock  to  7<ranc6,. at  the  time  of  the  Vintage; 
but  they  pay  dearly  for  their  dainty  Food;  for  when  they  have 
eaten  greedily  of  them,  they  are  seized  with  a  Giddiness,  and  fall 
to  the  Ground  as  if  they  were  drunk,  and  when  they  lie  on  the 
Ground  the  Ants  eat  off  their  Legs.  And  Lobelius  mentions  an 
Observation  of  an  English  Lady  with  c^iild  that  long'd  for  Nutmegs, 
and  eat  twelve  of  them;  upon  which  she  grew  delirious,  or  was 
rather  intoxicated;  but  having  slept  a  good  while,  and  Repelling 
Medicines  being  applied  to  her  Head,  she  recover'd. 

^^  John  Bauhinus  having  drunk  cold  water  too  freely  on  the 
Apennine  Mountains,  was  seiz'd  with  violent  Pains  in  his  Bladder, 
and  his  Scrotum  was  swelled  with  the  Wind,  tho'  he  was  never 
bursten'd  before  or  after;  and  when  he  thought  he  should  have 
died  by  reason  of  the  Violence  of  the  Pain,  his  Fellow-Traveller 
gave  him  Nutmegs,  and  he  eat  four  of  them  presently,  and  by  the 
Blessing  of  God,  was  freed  of  his  Pains." 

This  is  enough  for  our  purpose,  though  our  author  dilates  upon 
its  virtues  for  some  five  columns  further.  So  Nux  moschata  occa- 
sions "  Sleepy  Diseases  "  as  it  would  seem.  Aye,  and  what  a  red 
strand  in  the  rope  that  feature  is  to  a  homoeopath  who  hasn't 
"revised"  his  Materia  Medica  too  scientifically!  In  1871,  and 
while  under  Dunham's  beneficent  practical  example,  I  found  my- 
self face  to  face  with  fever  and  ague,  and  7,  "  in  the  bonds  of 
iniquity,"  was  trying  to  build  up  a  living  faith  in  high  potencies. 
Ah,  I  made  many  splendid  failures  that  year,  but  I  didn't  damn  the 
Materia  Medica.  I  thought  I  had  mistaken  my  calling,  and  I 
think  so  still;  for  "preaching"  is  so  much  easier  than  "  practicing." 
When  I  stumbled  on  the  remedy  the  result  filled  me  with  courage; 
when  I  missed  it — but  why  do  I  prate  when  you  have  been  there 
yourself  ? 

One  case  might  well  be  called  a  "  sleepy  disease,"  and  laying  the 
stress  on  that  feature,  the  two-hundredth  of  Nux  moschata  was 
given.     Of  course,  that  sudden  cure  was  Nature,  not  Art.     All 
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right;  but  in  this  malarious  Michigan  I  have  since  met  these  sleepy 
intermittents,  and  in  these  cases  N-ux  moschata  has  not  yet  failed 
me.  Of  course,  that  is  Nature  and  not  Art.  '  Of  him  who  can  thus 
explain  away  such  an  uninterrupted  sequence  of  results,  I  can  only 
say,  in  the  words  of  another,  "he  is,  to  be  sure,  a  sort  of  fool;  and 
in  the  language  of  a  soul  still  unreconciled  to  God,  he  is  a  damned 
fool."* 

But  I  have  strayed  from  the  company  of  an  Ancient  Workman 
to  the  consideration  of  some  modern  ones,  and  what  a  contrast! 
Oh,  will  our  modern  workman — that  thing  of  "leather  and  pru- 
nella"— take  a  moment's  thought  and  humble  himself  ?  Will  he  con- 
sider the  active  and  earnest  doing  of  him  that  was  Dr.  John  Pechey: 
"  one  volume  a  year  for  twenty-seven  years,"  and  then  "  to  lie  in 
cold  obstruction  and  to  rot,"  and  be  forgotten  by  all  but  here  and 
there  a  little  book- worm  who,  touched  by  his  pathetic  fate,  takes 
one  of  his  own  hours  from  the  bustle  of  this  paltry,  tinselled  Van- 
ity Fair  to  pen  a  stammering  tribute  to  his  memory  ? 

S.  A,  Jones. 

Ann  Arbor,  20th  July,  1885. 


CANNABIS  INDICA  AND  CANNABIS  SATIVA. 

THEIB   PHYSIOLOGICAL   AND   THERAPEUTIC    ACTION.f 

BY  ALFRED  C.  POPE,  M.  D. 

The  Cannabis  Indica,  or  Indian  Hemp,  belonging  to  the  natural 
order  of  the  Urticaceae,  is  the  plant  an  extract  of  which  furnishes 
the  powerful  and  seductive  haschisch  of  the  Arab,  the  gunjah  and 
churrus  of  the  Hindoo. 

This  herbaceous  plant  furnishes  striking  illustrations  of  the  influ- 
ence of  climate  and  vegetation.  Botanically,  the  Cannabis  Indica 
and  the  Camiabis  Sativa  are  one  and  the  same  herb.  The  former, 
growing  in  India,  differs  only  from  the  latter,  growing  in  Europe, 
in  having  a  resinous  varnish  on  its  leaves.     Physiologically,  how- 

*  A  Western  Journey  with  Mr.  Emerson,  page  116. 

t  Revised  from- a  Lecture  delivered  at  the  London  School  of  Homoeopathy,  Sessloa 
1982^^.— Monthly  Homo&opathic  Be^view. 
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ever,  the  differences  are  enormous:  the  Indian  variety  producing  a 
series  of  well-known  cerebral  phenomena,  the  European  having 
comparatively  little  influence  on  the  nervous  system.  Dr.  Horatio 
Wood  has  made  some  interesting  experiments  on  this  point.  As 
Christison  found  the  variety  of  hemp  grown  in  his  neighborhood 
practically  inert,  so  did  Prof.  Proctor  find  that  grown  in  Philadel- 
phia. As,  however,  the  summers  of  the  hemp  regions  of  Kentucky 
spproach  in  heat  those  of  the  more  temperate  parts  of  India,  in 
which  haschisch  is  produced.  Dr.  Wood  examined  the  Kentucky 
plant  and  found  that  it  yielded  a  considerable  amount  of  an  extract 
which  was  active  in  doses  of  from  half  a  grain  to  a  grain. 

At  present  our  attention  will  be  restricted  to  the  Cannabis 
Indicay  from  the  tops  and  tender  parts  of  which,  gathered  during 
inflorescence,  the  haschisch  is  prepared  by  simply  drying.  Bhang, 
of  the  East  Indies,  is  prepared  by  drying  the  large  leaves  and  cap- 
sules. Gunjah,  is  the  whole  herb  dried  after  flowering,  and  made 
up  into  bundles  two  feet  long  and  three  inches  in  diameter;  while 
churrus  is  a  resinoid  substance,  said  to  be  obtained  from  the  grow- 
ing plant,  either  by  removing  the  resinous  varnish  from  the  leaves 
with  the  hands,  or,  more  frequently,  by  making  men  clothed  in 
leather  brush  briskly  through  the  hemp  fields,  and  then  scraping 
the  resin  off  their  dress. 

Of  these  several  preparations,  haschisch  is  that  with  which  we 
are  now  most  familiar  in  this  country. 

The  effect  of  haschisch  on  the  mental  faculties  is  extraordinary. 
TJie  exaltation  of  ideation  it  produces  is  very  remarkable,  while  on 
the  other  hand  the  power  of  estimating  aright  ordinary  circum- 
stances,  such  as  time  and  space,  is  diminished  by  it.  The  halluci- 
nation and  illusions  produced  by  it  are  as  numerous  and  varied  as 
are  those  noted  in  some  forms  of  insanity. 

The  influence  of  haschisch  at  one  time  appears  to  elevate  every- 
thing, however  commonplace,  to  a  degree  of  grandeur  which  simply 
beggars  description,  and  then  again  to  invest  the  real  or  imaginary 
surroundings  of  its  votary  with  horrors  too  terrible  to  depict. 

However  varied  the  phenomena  in  other  directions,  the  impres- 
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sion  that  minutes  are  hoars,  and  yards  are  miles,  seems  to  be  very 
constant;  so  also  is  that  of  a  dual  existence. 

"  In  the  midst  of  my  complicated  hallucination,"  says  one  writer, 
^^I  could  perceive  that  I  had  a  dual  existence.  One  portion  of  me 
was  whirled  unresistingly  along  the  track  of  this  tremendous 
experience,  the  other  sat  looking  down  from  a  height  upon  its 
double,  observing,  reasoning,  and  serenely  weighing  all  the  phe- 
nomena." 

To  give  you  any  idea  of  the  effect  this  drug  has  on  the  body  by 
a  mere  outline  of  the  symptoms  it  has  produced  is  impossible. 
But,  that  you  may  gather  some  notion  of  what  sort  they  are,  I  will 
read  to  you  a  few  extracts  from  a  work  entitled  The  JSaschisch 
Eater  (quoted  by  Dr.  Wells  in  an  article  in  the  Americah  Jffomoeo- 
pathic  Review,  vol.  iii,  p.  175),  the  writer  of  which  records  therein 
the  results  of  his  indulgence  in  this  extraordinary  drug.  He  took 
it  in  variable  quantities,  15  to  30  grains  apparently  at  a  time. 

On  one  occasion  he  suddenly  awoke  after  midnight  and  found 
himself  "  in  a  realm  of  the  most  perfect  clarity  of  view,  yet  terri- 
ble with  an  infinitude  of  demoniac  shadows.  Beside  the  bed,  in 
the  centre  of  the  room,  stood  a  bier,  from  whose  corners  drooped 
the  folds  of  a  heavy  pall,  and  on  it  lay  a  fearful  corpse,  whose 
livid  face  was  distorted  with  the  pangs  of  assassination.  Every 
muscle  was  tense,  the  finger  nails  pierced  the  dead  man's  palms  by 
the  force  of  his  dying  clinch.  Two  tapers  at  the  head  and  two  at 
the  feet  made  the  ghastliness  of  the  bier  more  luminously  un- 
earthly, and  a  smothered  laugh  of  derision  from  some  invisible 
watcher  mocked  the  corpse  as  if  triumphant  demons  were  exulting 
over  their  prey. 

"  Then  the  walls  of  the  room  began  slowly  to  glide  together,  the 
ceiling  coming  down,  the  floor  ascending — ^like  the  captive's  cell 
which  was  doomed  to  be  his  tomb.  Nearer  and  nearer  I  was  borne 
toward  the  corpse.  I  shrank  back,  I  tried  to  cry  out,  but  speech 
was  paralyzed.  The  walls  came  closer  and  closer.  Presently  my 
hand  lay  on  the  dead  man's  forehead  ;  I  was  stifled  in  the  breath- 
less niche,  which  was  all  the  space  left  to  me.  The  stony  eyes 
glared  up  into  mine,  and  again  the  maddening  peal  of  fiendish 
laughter  rang  close  beside  my  ear.  Now  I  was  touched  on  all 
sides  by  the  walls  of  the  terrible  press  ;  then  came  a  heavy  crash, 
and  I  felt  all  sense  blotted  out  in  darkness. 

"  I  awoke,  the  corpse  was  gone  and  I  had  taken  its  place  on  the 
bier.  The  room  had  now  grown  into  a  gigantic  hall,  whose  roof 
was  framed  with  iron  arches.     Pavement,  walls,  cornice,  were  all 
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iron,  and  a  thrill  from  them  seemed  to  say,  '  this  iron  is  a  tearless 
fiend.'  I  suffered  from  the  vision  of  that  iron  as  from  the  presence 
of  a  giant  assassin. 

"Then  there  emerged  from  the  sulphurous'twilight  the  most 
horrible  form — a  fiend  also  of  iron,  white  hot  and  dazzling  with 
the  glory  of  the  nether  penetralia,  A  face,  that  was  the  incarna- 
tion of  all  malice  and  irony,  looked  on  me  with  a  glare  withering 
from  its  intense  heat,  but  more  from  the  wickedness  it  symbolized. 
Beside  him,  another  demon  rocked  a  cradle  framed  of  bars  of  iron 
and  incandescent  with  a  heat  fierce  as  the  fiend. 

"  And  now  a  chant  of  blasphemy,  more  fearful  than  any  human 
thought  has  ever  conceived  of  came  from  the  demons,  till  I  grew 
intensely  wicked  by  hearing  it.  The  music  accorded  with  the 
thought,  and  with  its  clangor  mixed  the  maddening  creak  of  the 
forever  oscillating  cradle,  until  I  felt  driven  to  a  ferocious  despair. 
Suddenly  the  nearest  fiend  thrust  a  pitchfork  of  white  iron  into 
my  side  and  hurled  me  into  the  fiery  cradle.  I  lay  unconsumed, 
tossing  from  side  to  side  by  rocking  of  the  fiery  engine,  and  still 
the  chant  of  blasphemy  and  the  eyes  of  demoniac  sarcasm  smiled 
at  me  in  mockery.  'Let  us  sing  him,'  said  one  of  the  fiends,  *the 
lullaby  of  hell.' 

"  Withered  like  a  leaf  in  the  breath  of  an  oven  after  millions  of 
years,  I  felt  myself  tossed  on  the  iron  floor.  Presently  I  was  in  a 
colossal  square,  and  surrounded  by  houses  a  hundred  stories  high. 
With  bitter  thirst  I  ran  to  a  fountain,  carved  in  iron,  every  jet  of 
which  was  sculptured  in  mockery  of  water,  and  yet  as  dry  as  the 
ashes  of  a  furnace.  I  called  for  water,  when  every  sash  in  all 
the  hundred  stories  of  that  square  flew  up  and  a  maniac  stood  at 
every  window.  They  gnashed  at  me,  glared,  gibbered,  howled, 
laughed,  horribly  hissed  and  cursed.  Then  I  became  insane  at  the 
sight,  and  leaping  up  and  down  mimicked  them  all." 

These  horrible  visions  were  the  result  of  one  experiment.  Such 
an  experience  as  this  is  ordinarily  preceded  by  a  period  of  brilliant 
excitement,  filled  with  gorgeous  imagery,  followed  by  an  intense 
sense  of  the  ridiculous,  and  then,  after  some  confusion,  such  terri- 
ble appearances  as  those  described  by  the  haschisch  eater  occur 
and  are  succeeded  by  unutterable  agony  and  despair. 

Bayard  Taylor,  in  his  Lands  of  the  Saracens^  gives  a  very  vivid 
description  of  the  effects  of  haschisch,  from  which  copious  extracts 
appear  in  AllevUs  Encyclopoedia.  In  his  first  experiment,  the  sen- 
sations it  produced  were  physically  those  of  exquisite  lightness 
and  airiness ;  mentally,  of  a  wonderfully  keen  perception  of  the 
ludicrous  in  the  most  simple  and  familiar  objects.     On  another 
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occasion  his  mind  was  crowded  with  a  succession  of  visions  all 
ending  in  the  ludicrous.  Again,  he  was  conscious  at  the  same 
moment  of  two  distinct  conditions  of  being,  neither  of  which  con- 
flicted with  the  other.  His  enjoyment  of  the  visions  was  complete 
and  absolute,  undisturbed  by  the  faintest  doubts  of  their  reality ; 
while  in  some  other  chamber  of  the  brain  reason  sat  coolly  watch- 
ing them  and  heaping  her  liveliest  ridicule  on  their  fantastic  fea- 
tures. After  a  period  of  intense  excitement,  the  characteristic  of 
which  was  intense  heat  in  the  abdomen,  thorax  and  head,  five  hours 
after  taking  the  haschisch  he  sank  into  a  profound  stupor  from 
which  he  did  not  thoroughly  awake  for  thirty  hours,  and  then  he 
did  so  with  a  system  utterly  prostrate  and  unstrung,  and  a  brain 
clouded  with  the  lingering  images  of  his  visions,  while,  for  two  or 
three  days  he  was  subject  to  involuntary  fits  of  absence  of  mind. 

In  the  transactions  of  The  St.  Andrew's  Graduate  Association 
are  recorded  some  experiments  by  Professor  Polli,  of  Milan,  in 
which  the  symptoms  of  haschisch  poisoning  were  more  varied.  The 
following  extracts  from  them  are  made  from  the  account  of  them 
in  AUerCa  Mncyclopo&dia : 

"  Their  first  sensations  were  those  of  intense  astonishment  at  the 
circumstance  that  they  felt  themselves  no  longer  masters  of  their 
own  acts,  while  they  still  remained  lucid  witnesses  of  all  acts  bow- 
ever  foolish.  Here  the  difference  between  alcoholic  inebriation  and 
that  from  haschisch  is  strongly  marked.  They  saw  themselves 
committing  absurdities  of  the  most  grotesque  kind  :  leaping,  beat- 
ing time  to  nothing,  moving  their  arms  as  if  receiving  electric 
shocks,  writing  ridiculous  words,  and  so  forth,  without  any  power 
on  their  part  to  prevent  such  exhibitions;  but  yet  standing  as  it 
were,  independently  of  them,  as  though  they  were  merely  subjects 
of  observation  exhibited  from  other  persons  than  themselves.  At 
first  they  had  the  sensation  and  appearance  of  feigning  a  state  of 
exaltation  which  they  did  not  feel,  and  which  was  even  feigned 
with  so  much  uncertainty  and  awkwardness,  that  any  one  not  aid- 
ing in  it  would,  for  a  long  time,  believe  in  its  unreality.  It  is, 
nevertheless,  an  irresistible  propensity. 

**  At  one  moment  the  intellect  is  obscure  and  loses  itself  in  for- 
getfulness  of  the  past;  then  it  returns  clear,  and  is  able  to  form  a 
judgment  for  a  moment  and  disapprove  of  any  acts  it  may  have 
before  sanctioned,  but  only  to  be  again  involved  in  that  state  of 
automatic  folly  which  is  so  peculiar  a  phenomenon  during  haschisch 
intoxication.     During  the  intervals  of  confusion  or  darkness  the 
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lucid  moments  possess  a  power  and  comprehension  truly  marvelous, 
so  that  in  a  few  seconds  the  most  distinct  and  accurate  picture  of 
a  range  of  life,  including  as  much  as  forty  years,  may  be  re-cast 
and  surveyed.  The  alternation  from  obscurity  to  lucidity  is  like 
the  effect  of  a  sea-wave:  A  lucid  wave  is  followed  by  a  dark  over- 
hanging wave,  on  which  the  mind  is  shipwrecked  and  carried  with 
the  sensation  of  a  melancholy  floating  towards  forgetfulness  and 
oblivion,  to  be  roused  instantly  by  the  passage  over  it  once  more 
of  the  wave  of  life  and  light.  The  dark  waves  chase  each  other,  so 
long  as  they  continue,  and  to  the  mind  unable  to  continue  its 
thoughts  and  acts,  but  bending  under  a  successive  series  of  impres- 
sions, the  shortest  space  of  time  seems  to  have  the  duration  of  an 
eternity. 

"A  seeming  extraordinary  slowness  of  time  which  struck  the 
observers  in  so  singular  a  manner,  and  made  them  so  impatient  of 
delay  that  they  were  continually  recurring  to  their  watches  and 
observing  with  a  kind  of  awe  how  many  minutes  were  transformed 
into  epochs.  With  this  apparently  interminable  length  of  time 
there  seemed  to  occur  a  kind  of  forgetfulness  by  which  an  act  of 
the  mind  taking  place  an  interval  before,  or  an  impression  received 
some  time  before,  were  in  a  manner  forgotten;  but  in  a  few  brief 
moments  they  returned  or  presented  themselves,  as  it  were,  for  the 
first  time,  and  in  such  a  manner  almost  unaccountably  repeated 
themselves,  and  reproduced  frequently,  as  now,  the  impressions 
they  re-inspired. 

"There  was  noticed  in  the  observers,  so  different  themselves 
ordinarily  in  general  character  and  temperament,  a  common  docility 
and  absence  of  susceptibility  which  was  most  remarkable.  Thus, 
one  of  them  gave  to  another,  with  whom  he  was  but  slightly 
acquainted,  a  series  of  hard  blows  on  the  back,  saying  that  he  him- 
self felt  nothing  of  the  haschish,  and  asking  whether  the  blows 
inflicted  were  felt.  On  his  part,  he  who  received  the  blows  took 
them  all  in  good  humor,  uttering  no  complaint  and  seeming,  indeed, 
unsusceptible  of  complaint.  Again,  one  of  them  who  sat  writing 
submitted  to  receive  the  infliction  of  two  sharp  blows,  boxes  on  the 
ears,  and  to  have  his  pen  snatched  out  of  his  hand  without  any 
expression  of  pain,  or  even  of  annoyance.  Reproaches  between  them 
for  having  taken  the  drug  never  passed;  but  each  laughing  all  the 
time,  tried  often  in  lucid  intervals  to  produce  sickness.  Such  was 
the  good  humor  that  prevailed  that  each  one  mutually  yielded  up 
his  own  will  and  obeyed  the  other;  the  whole  trio  joyfully  con- 
curring in  all  that  suggested  itself  to  them,  as  withdrawing  them 
from  the  idea  of  danger,  and  fully  agreeing  in  particulars  as  to  the 
sensations  they  experienced. 

"He  was  seized  with  melancholy,  from  which  he  could  rouse 
himself  only  by  imitating  the  movements  and  follies  of  the  others. 
Then  he  had  a  great  inclination  to  laugh,  but  kept  himself  free 
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from  the  obvious  action  of  the  drug  by  going  behind  his  com- 
panions. Suddenly  be  perceived  a  change  in  his  intellectual  facul- 
ties which  appeared  less  obedient  to  his  will,  and  feeling  that  he 
should  be  worse,  he  began  to  register  his  thoughts  of  what  hap- 
pened to  him.  Scarcely  had  he  begun,  than  it  seemed  important  to 
him  to  record  the  follies  uttered  by  one  of  his  companions.  He 
soon  felt  himself,  however,  unable  to  continue,  and  his  hands  with 
difficulty  traced  unformed  characters.  Then  becoming  occupied 
with  a  scheme  which  scribblers  might  think  the  act  of  a  madman, 
he  after  great  difficulty  wrote  a  short  justification  of  his  conduct  in 
Italian.  He  next  began  to  feel  a  pleasing  stupor;  his  head  seemed 
to  dilate,  but  without  strain,  gently!  gently!  He  possessed  the 
use  of  his  senses  and  mind,  but  every  occupation  wearied  him.  He 
passively  assisted  in  what  was  occurring  around  him,  and  unable 
to  give  any  account  of  it  or  reason,  was  able  to  laugh  at  all  or 
everything, 

"After  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  a  weakness  of  his  whole  body 
came  on,  his  legs  would  not  support  him,  his  arms  became  heavy, 
and  he  was  seized  with  a  kind  of  faltering  similar  to  that  which  at 
times  follows  loss  of  blood.  He  was  obliged  to  throw  himself  on 
the  sofa,  his  limbs  became  rigid,  he  entirely  lost  his  sensations, 
becoming  cataleptic,  and  remained  for  a  long  time  in  this  state. 
By  degrees  his  senses  partially  returned,  so  that  he  was  enabled  to 
understand  and  retain  some  directions  given  to  him,  but  he  became 
insensible  again,  and  when  put  to  bed  a  very  hot  box  placed  at  his 
feet,  which  were  very  cold,  produced  no  impression.  By  degrees 
the  insensibility  or  anaesthesia,  which  had  pervaded  his  whole  body, 
relaxed  in  the  left  half  of  his  body,  but  remained  perfect  in  the 
right.  His  consciousness  which  had  never  entirely  left  him  but  for 
a  few  brief  moments,  by  degrees  returned  to  its  natural  state,  so 
that  he  could  recall  what  had  occurred  to  him  and  reflect  upon  his 
condition.  Again,  anaesthesia  extended  all  over  his  body,  and  now 
was  added  an  automaton-like  and  rapid  movement  of  the  hands, 
one  hand  being  pressed  upon  the  breast  and  rubbed  actively  on  the 
back  with  the  palm  of  the  other  hand ;  his  head  also  ached,  and  he 
had  a  sensation  of  weakness.  The  anaesthesia  gradually  decreased, 
but  the  sensation  did  not  return  universally  nor  steadily,  there 
being  frequent  relapses.  By  turns  the  right  arm  or  the  leg  or  the 
right  half  of  the  face,  and  then  all  these  parts  together,  would 
seem  petrified,  so  that  he  could  not  move  them,  and  would  relax 
them.  As  the  time  went  on,  these  phenomena  were  more  fre- 
quently repeated  in  the  head  and  face,  the  change  being  quick  enough 
to  give  great  pain;  when  suddenly  the  mass  of  his  brain,  all  except 
a  small  portion,  seemed  changed  to  marble,  and  appeared  to  him  to 
possess  all  the  properties  of  such  a  substitution;  his  right  eye  for  a 
long  time  retained  the  sensation  of  marbly  hardness.  These  symp- 
toms, now  going,  now  returning,  lasted  more  than  thirty-six  hours. 
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The  mind,  meantime,  had  not  remained  idle,  but,  during  moments  of 
returned  consciousness,  assisted  as  a  spectre;  ideas  succeeded  each 
other  with  such  rapidity  that  they  made  a  short  space  of  time  seem 
very  long.  These  ideas,  though  more  often  scattered,  had  at  times 
an  intimate  and  long  connection;  thus  every  person  who  had  ever 
assisted  him  he  seemed  to  see  for  years  and  years  performing  all 
those  long  and  varied  series  of  acts,  which  might  in  reality  have 
been  performed  during  such  a  period,  so  that  he  felt  convinced  that 
all  those  ^years  had  really  passed.  He  also  had  an  hallucination  in 
which  he  seemed  to  be  transported  to  a  place  whimsically  made  of 
brass;  this,  he  thought,  was  the  vestibule  of  Mohammed's  paradise, 
and  that  he  was  denied  entrance  to  it.  On  going  out,  he  found  him- 
self launched  into  space,  and  compelled  to  describe,  very  rapidly,  a 
vast  orbit  in  a  gloomy,  painfully  breathing,  oppressive  circle.  This 
painful  sensation  lasted  a  long  time,  and  was  among  the  most  dis- 
agreeable of  the  experiment. 

"He  was  a  prey  to  extreme  loquacity  and  mobility  of  ideas; 
was  continually  pre-occupied  with  solicitous  impressions  as  to  the 
fate  of  his  companions,  for  whom  he  feared  the  dose  of  haschish 
had  been  excessive  and  might  prove  fatal.  After  he  had  taken 
the  dose  about  six  hours  he  was  seized  with  a  sort  of  gesticulating 
convulsions  in  the  arms  and  legs,  and  by  degrees  his  symptoms 
assumed  the  appearance  of  those  which  characterize  hydrophobia; 
he  was  possessed  with  outbreaks  of  fear  at  the  sight  of  bright 
objects,  at  the  sensation  of  every  sharp  little  breath  of  air,  or  the 
approach  of  any  one;  but  these  exhibitions  were  momentary  only, 
and  he  then  paid  no  attention  to  what  had  been  previously  exciting 
influences.  He  asked  for  water,  and  seized  the  cup  with  a  trem- 
bling and  convulsive  grasp,  but  carried  it  to  his  lips  only  to  thrust 
it  away  without  drinking,  being  unable,  even  with  the  greatest 
effort,  to  swallow  a  single  draught.  Upon  this  there  succeeded  a 
feeling  of  uneasiness  as  though  from  dryness  of  the  throat,  or 
rather  a  sensation  that  the  tongue  and  throat  were  covered  with  a 
soft,  dry  body.  An  urgent  desire  to  be  held,  to  be  guided,  to  be 
taken  care  of  altogether,  under  the  involuntary  feeling  that  if  such 
protection  were  not  bestowed,  he  should  get  out  of  bed  (in  which 
he  was  by  this  time  laid)  to  commit  some  foolish  act.  Sensation 
of  pressure  at  the  back  of  the  head,  before  the  occurrence  of  con- 
vulsive movements,  which  changed  into  an  unpleasant  feeling  of 
heat,  then  of  cold,  in  consequence  of  which  his  hands  were  carried 
automatically  to  that  spot  and  held  there,  as  though  there  were  a 
difficulty  in  detaching  them.  There  was  also  a  sensation  of  cramp 
in  the  calves  of  the  legs,  which  rendered  the  movement  of  the  legs 
impossible,  or  caused  them  to  be  distended,  or  to  take  a  sudden 
jump." 

Numerous  and  varied  as  are  the  phenomena  recorded  in  these 
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and  similar  experiments,  they  will  be  found  to  have  certain  fea- 
tures in  common.  These  it  may  be  well  to  review,  as,  while  far 
from  being  all  that  should  be  taken  into  consideration  in  the  selec- 
tion of  Cannabis  as  a  remedy,  they  are  such  as  will  most  generally 
indicate  it,  and  will  serve,  moreover,  as  centres,  around  which  other 
of  the  nervous  symptoms  of  the  drug  will  cluster  in  the  memory. 

We  note  then  first  of  all,  that  the  visions  which  mark  the 
delirium  of  the  haschish  eater  are  of  exceeding  grandeur,  all  that 
surrounds  him  is  brilliant  and  gorgeous  in  the  extreme.  Gradually 
these  fade  away  from  him,  and  the  sights  which  now  press  upon 
his  disordered  brain  are  horrible  beyond  compare.  Full  of  fear 
he  is  powerless  to  resist  them — spell-bound,  he  yields  to  every- 
thing. The  condition  here  resembles  very  much  that  of  a  most 
hideous  nightmare.  During  both  of  these  states  minutes  appear  to 
be  days — hours  years.  This,  together  with  the  illusion  of  a  dual 
existence,  of  being  two  persons,  one  still,  the  other  actively  engaged 
in  something  or  other,  is  one  of  the  most  .constant  phenomena  of 
haschisch  poisoning.  In  some  instances  there  is  in  all  that  passes 
a  distrust,  indeed,  an  overpowering  sense  of  the  ludicrous;  real  as 
everything  appears,  grand  or  horrible  as  all  may  seem,  there  is, 
nevertheless,  a  strong  sense  of  the  absurdity  of  what  seems  to  be 
passing.  Nevertheless,  there  is  a  deep  consciousness  of  the  impos- 
sibility of  escape.  Acts  are  performed  which  the  performer  feels 
are  ridiculous,  but  he  has  no  will-power  whatever  to  resist  them. 
In  some  instances  not  only  is  the  cerebrum  under  the  influence  of 
the  drug,  but  also  the  spinal  cord;  and  convulsions  of  a  peculiar 
character  arise  followed  by  prostration,  and  this  by  a  stupor,  which 
closely  resembles  catalepsy. 

It  is  a  delirium  as  it  occurs  in  fevers,  in  delirium  tremens,  and 
other  conditions,  rather  than  insanity  which  the  action  of  GanruMbis 
resembles  in  these  phenomena.  There  is,  nevertheless,  much  in 
these  experiments  that  would  lead  us  to  suppose  that  in  those  forms 
of  mental  disease,  where  an  imaginary  grandeur  is  so  prominent, 
that  this  medicine  would  be  a  remedy;  but  if  you  carefully 
examine  the  recorded  experiments,  you  will  see  that  it  is  not  indi- 
vidual exaltation  that  is  so  marked,  but  brilliancy  of  surroundings. 
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In  progressive  paralysis  of  the  insane  it  is  the  individual  who  is 
king  or  emperor,  or  some  other  important  personage;  it  is  not  that 
his  residence  is  a  palace  or  some  magnificent  castle  his  property. 

Dr.  Talcott,  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  New  York  State 
Homoeopathic  Asylum,  with  whom  I  corresponded  a  few  years  ago 
on  the  value  of  Cannabis  in  mental  disease,  tells  me  that  he  has 
seen  no  good  effects  from  it  in  general  paralysis  of  the  brain.  He 
has,  however,  found  it  exert  a  beneficial,  though  not  always  a  cura- 
tive, effect  upon  cases  of  insanity  in  the  course  of  which  the  symptom 
**time  passes  slowly"  was  present,  particularly  when  the  nights 
seem  eternally  long  and  when  the  patient  despairs  of  ever  seeing 
the  light  again.  Together  with  this  despair  is  a  feeling  of  being 
engaged  in  a  conflict  with  imaginary  foes,  or  divided  against  one- 
self as  it  were  into  two  parties  fighting  each  other;  but  this  state, 
he  very  correctly  adds,  is  one  of  delirium  rather  than  of  mania — it 
is  transient,  and  changes  to  a  rational,  though  depressed,  condition 
in  the  morning. 

Accompanying  this  slow  march  of  time,  as  a  mental  symptom, 
there  is  apt  to  exist,  among  other  physical  indications,  severe  pain 
in  the  region  of  the  kidneys,  and  with  that  comes  frequent  mictu- 
rition and  burning  along  the  course  of  the  urethra.  The  water 
voided  under  such  circumstances  is  small  in  quantity  and  of  a  very 
dark  color.  A  case  combining  all  these  symptoms  was  mentioned 
to  me  by  Dr.  Talcott,  as  having  been  effectually  relieved  by  the 
1st  dec.  dilution  of  Cannabis  Ind.^  drop  doses  being  given  every 
hour  for  two  or  three  days.  Under  this  treatment  "  the  patient," 
he  said,  "  slept  soundly  on  the  first  night  after  the  exhibition  of 
the  drug,  although  he  had  suffered  from  sleeplessness  for  two  weeks 
previously,  in  spite  of  the  use  of  ordinary  sleep-inducing  medicines. 
The  relief  was  prompt  and  convalescence  rapid." 

To  some  cases  of  delirium  tremens  Cannabis  Indica  presents  a 
well-marked  analogy  in  its  effects.  Dr.  Wells,  of  Brooklyn  {Am, 
JSom.  BevieWy  vol  iii.,  p.  181),  records  the  case  of  a  man  thirty 
years  of  age,  an  habitual  drunkard,  who  had  had  repeated  attacks 
of  delirium  tremens.  In  May,  1862,  he  had  been  drinking  freely 
for  about  a  week,  when  he  became  sleepless,  and  had  trembling  to 
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sach  a  degree  that  he  could  not  carry  a  glass  more  than  two-thirds 
full  of  water  to  his  mouth  without  spilling  it.  He  complained  of 
headache;  his  eyes  looked  wild;  he  had  a  great  sense  of  terror, 
especially  if  left  alone;  constant  fear  of  some  great  evil,  with  ris- 
ing up  in  bed  and  looking  about  the  room  for  the  object  of  his  ter- 
ror; he  talked  in  hurried  whispers;  his  eyes  were  injected.  He  got 
five  grains  of  haschisch,  one-half  at  half -past  seven  p.  m.,  the  other 
four  hours  later.  The  next  morning  at  10  he  was  rational,  sitting 
up  and  dressed.  Trembling  and  all  other  symptoms  had  disap- 
peared, and  what  was  not  a  little  singular,  he  had  lost  the  great 
thirst  for  alcoholic  liquors  which  had  been  so  incessantly  urgent 
throughout  the  attack.  Dr.  Wells  records  another  and  similar 
case  in  which  the  action  of  the  drug  was  equally  rapid  and  satis- 
factory. 

Considering  how  prominent  a  symptom  "fear"  is  in  haschisch 
poisoning,  the  horrible  nature  of  the  visions  it  induces,  and  the 
sense  of  impossibility  of  escape  from  the  terrible  surroundings  in 
the  midst  of  which  the  patient  fancies  that  he  is,  you  will  find 
Cannabis  Indica  very  frequently  called  for  in  the  treatment  of 
delirium  tremens. 

That  singular  form  of  nervous  disorder  termed  catalepsy  is  some- 
times a  direct  effect  of  haschisch.  In  his  essay  on  Indian  Hemp, 
published  in  Calcutta  in  1839,  Dr.  O'Shaughnessy  relates  the  fol- 
lowing cases  as  having  come  under  his  observation: 

At  two  p.  M.  a  grain  of  the  resin  of  hemp  was  given  to  a  rheu- 
matic patient.  At  four  p.  m.  he  was  very  talkative,  sang,  called 
loudly  for  an  extra  supply  of  food,  and  declared  himself  to  be  in 
perfect  health.  At  six  p.  m.  he  was  asleep.  At  8  p.  m.  he  was 
found  insensible,  but  breathing  with  perfect  regularity,  his  pulse 
and  skin  natural  and  the  pupils  freely  contractile  on  the  approach 
of  light.  Happening  by  chance  to  lift  up  the  patient's  arm,  "  the 
professional  reader  will  judge  of  my  astonishment,"  observes  Dr. 
O'Shaughnessy,  "  when  I  found  that  it  remained  in  the  position  in 
which  I  placed  it.  It  required  but  a  brief  examination  of  the  limbs 
to  find  that  the  patient  had,  by  the  influence  of  this  narcotic,  been 
thrown  into  that  strange  and  most  extraordinary  of  all  nervous 
conditions  —  into  that  state  which  so  few  have  seen,  and  the  exist- 
ence of  which  so  many  still  discredit — the  genuine  catalepsy  of 
the  nosologist.     We  raised  him  to  a  sitting  posture,  and  placed  his 
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arms  and  limbs  in  every  imaginable  attitude.  A  waxen  figure 
could  not  be  more  pliant  or  more  stationary  in  each  position,  no 
matter  how  contrary  to  the  natural  influence  of  gravity  on  the  part. 
To  all  impressions  he  was  meanwhile  almost  insensible."  In  this 
state  he  remained  for  five  hours,  when  consciousness  and  voluntary 
motion  quickly  returned.  Another  patient,  who  had  taken  the 
same  dose,  fell  asleep,  but  being  aroused  by  the  noise  in  the  ward, 
awoke,  and  seeing  the  extraordinary  positions  which  his  neighbor 
was  made  to  assume,  suddenly  "  uttered  a  loud  peal  of  laughter, 
and  exclaimed  that  four  spirits  were  springing  with  his  bed  into 
the  air.  In  vain  we  attempted,"  writes  Dr.  O'Shaughnessy,  "to 
pacify  him;  his  laughter  became  momentarily  more  and  more 
uncontrollable.  We  now  observed  that  the  limbs  were  rather 
rigid,  and  in  a  few  minutes  more  his  legs  and  arms  could  be  bent 
and  would  remain  in  any  desired  position.  He  was  moved  to  a 
separate  room,  where  he  soon  became  tranquil;  his  limbs  in  less 
than  an  hour  gained  their  natural  condition,  and  in  two  hours  he 
expressed  himself  as  being  perfectly  well  and  excessively  hungry." 

Dr.  Richard  Hughes  states  that  he  has  seen  one  case  of  catalepsy, 
probably  he  suggests  of  the  hysterical  order,  in  which  Cannabis  was 
rapidly  curative.  It  is  indeed  more  distinctly  homoeopathic  to  this 
peculiar  form  of  nerve  disturbance  than  any  other  drug  with  which 
I  am  acquainted. 

In  some  disorders  of  the  nervous  centers,  less  grave  than  those  I 
have  referred  to.  Cannabis  is  also  useful.  In  headaches,  for  exam- 
ple, which  are  characterized  by  a  confused  heavy  feeling  in  the 
forehead,  dizziness  either  alone  or  associated  with  a  stunning  pain 
in  the  occiput,  a  sense  of  swimming  in  the  head,  aggravated  by 
motion  and  relieved  on  lying  down,  it  is  clearly  indicated.  So  is  it 
also  in  a  headache  of  the  more  purely  neuralgic  order,  when  jerking 
in  the  right  side  of  the  forehead,  aching  pain  in  both  temples,  but 
most  severe  in  the  right,  are  complained  of;  a  dull  sticking  pain  in 
the  right  temple,  darting  throbbing  pain  in  the  right  temple,  and 
from  the  back  of  the  head  to  the  forehead,  pain  in  the  whole  right 
side  of  the  head  also,  call  for  this  medicine. 

In  the  Medical  JRecord  (1 874),  in  an  abstract  of  the  Report  of 
the  Sussex  County  Asylum,  Dr.  Williams,  the  medical  superinten- 
dent, is  stated  to  have  met  with  six  cases  of  migraine,  in  all  of 
which  Cannabis  Ind,  was  of  the  greatest  service.  None  of  the 
symptoms  characterizing  the  attacks  in  these  cases  are  given,  and 
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hence  the  observation  is  of  comparatively  small  value.  Dr.  Sidney 
Ringer,  too,  says:  "No  single  drug  have  I  found  so  useful  in 
migraine."  No  special  indications  for  its  use  are  given  here  either. 
All  oases  of  migraine  are  not  relieved,  much  less  cured  by  Can- 
nabis. The  diagnosis  of  the  disease  is  to  be  made  by  the  symptoms 
it  exhibits,  the  diagnosis  of  the  remedy  by  the  symptoms  it  pro- 
duces in  healthy  people.  Hence,  when  you  see  a  case  you  regard 
as  one  of  migraine,  do  not  give  Cannabis  off-hand,  but  go  to  your 
Materia  Medica  and  see  if  the  symptoms  of  the  patient  correspond 
with  those  produced  by  the  drug.  K  they  do,  prescribe  it  with 
confidence;  if  they  do  not,  examine  the  pathogenesis  of  some  other 
physiologically  allied  medicine. 

In  addition  it  produces  an  occipital  headache  —  a  feeling  as  if 
something  were  surging  up  from  the  posterior  part  of  the  head 
towards  the  forehead;  a  feeling  for  a  few  seconds  as  if  something 
were  surging  like  waves  up  the  neck  into  the  head. 

In  patients  suffering  from  headache  of  a  congestive  or  a  neu- 
ralgic character,  so  characterized,  the  former  manifesting  itself  in 
the  forehead  and  occiput,  and  the  latter  on  the  right  half  of  the 
head,  you  will  find  Cannabis  remedial. 

Such,  then,  are  the  prominent  features  of  the  action  of  this 
powerful  drug  on  the  nervous  system.  Over  and  above  this,  it 
exerts  an  influence  on  some  of  the  tissues  of  the  eyeball,  upon  the 
lungs  and  heart,  the  kidney,  the  bladder  and  sexual  organs,  to 
which  I  will  now  draw  your  attention. 

The  vessels  of  the  conjunctiva  are  injected  in  a  triangular  patch 
extending  from  the  internal  canthus  to  the  cornea,  which  becomes 
obscured.  There  is  also  considerable  lachrymation.  The  eyeballs 
feel  hot ;  when  reading,  the  letters  run  together.  The  eyes  are 
sensitive  to  light,  twinkle  and  tremble,  and  there  is  a  glimmering 
before  them.  These  and  similar  symptoms  were  experienced  by 
the  members  of  the  American  Provers'  Union,  the  records  of  whose 
experiments  were  published  at  Philadelphia  in  1839. 

They  have  suggested  the  use  of  Cannabis  in  some  cases  of 
parenchymatous  keratitis,  one  of  which  is  given  as  an  illustration 
of  its  action  by  Dr.  Norton  ( Ophthalmic  Therapeutics^  2d  ed.,  p. 
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68.)  The  patient  was  a  boy  seven  years  of  age,  who  was  taken  to 
see  Dr.  Norton  on  account  of  an  interstitial  inflammation  of  the 
right  cornea  of  two  weeks'  duration.  A  history  of  hereditary 
syphilis  being  fairly  clear,  Aurum  Muriaticum  was  given,  and 
within  a  month  the  eye  was  nearly  well,  when  the  left  eye  became 
inflamed  and  continued  to  grow  worse  in  spite  of  treatment  during 
the  ensuing  five  weeks.     At  this  date  Dr.  Norton  says: 

"  The  cornea  was  densely  opaque  and  vascular,  so  that  the  iris 
could  not  be  seen  through.  The  epithelial  layer  was  a  little  rough, 
but  there  was  no  superficial  ulceration.  There  was  profuse  lachry- 
motion  and  intense  photophobia  /  the  child  not  being  able  to  open 
his  eyes  in  any  light.  He  complained  of  some  pain.  Cannabis 
sativa  3  had  been  given  for  four  days  with  no  relief;  the  tincture, 
ten  drops  in  two-thirds  of  a  glass  of  water,  one  teaspoonful  every 
hour  was  now  prescribed.  Immediate  improvement  followed  its 
use,  and  two  days  later  the  child  could  open  its  eye  well,  had  no 
pain,  and  the  vascular  infiltration  had  diminished.  The  cornea 
continued  to  clear  for  a  month  or  more,  when  only  a  very  moderate 
amount  of  haziness  remaining  other  remedies  were  given  to  meet 
other  symptoms." 

It  is  true  that  the  sativa  was  the  variety  of  Cannabis  given  in 
this  case,  but  the  action  of  both  (7.  sativa  and  (7.  Indica  are  one 
and  the  same,  save  that  the  latter  is  much  more  active,  producing 
its  effects  much  more  rapidly  and  more  severely  than  the  former. 
Hence  a  much  smaller  dose  of  the  C,  Indica  would  in  all  proba- 
bility have  proved  as  effectual  as  that  given  of  the  C  sativa. 

The  rough,  hard,  dry  cough  with  difficult  respiration,  a  sense  of 
suffocation,  oppression  of  the  chest  with  deep  and  labored  breath- 
ing, will  suggest  the  advantage  of  Cannabis  in  some  cases  of  pul- 
monary congestion,  more  especially  in  such  as  are  complicated  with 
symptoms  of  cerebral  disorder. 

So,  too,  in  the  precordial  region,  we  find  a  considerable  sense  of 
oppression  produced,  with  pressing  sticking  pains  accompanied  by 
dyspnoea.  Among  persons  experimenting  with  small  quantities, 
the  heart's  action  is  somewhat  excited,  giving  rise  to  a  certain 
amount  of  palpitation,  more  or  less  painful.  Where  overwhelming 
doses  have  been  taken,  such  as  are  capable  of  oppressing  the  ner- 
vous system,  the  heart's  impulse  is  feeble,  it  being  at  times  scarcely 
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perceptible.  Correspondingly  the  pulse  is  somewhat  quickened  in 
the  instances  of  proyers  and  almost  extinguished  when  doses 
approaching  such  as  are  lethal  have  been  taken. 

In  The  Homoeopathic  World  (May,  1884),  Dr.  Winterburn,  of 
New  York,  reported  a  very  interesting  case  of  cardiac  asthma  of 
eight  years'  standing,  occurring  in  the  person  of  a  married  German 
woman,  27  years  of  age,  Qompletely  and  rapidly  cured  by  eighteen 
two- grain  powders  of  the  30th  trituration  of  Cannabis  sativa. 
The  symptoms  correspond  very  closely  to  those  I  have  just  quoted 
as  the  effects  of  the  Indian  variety.  After  sleeping  two  or  three 
hours  she  would  be  awakened  by  an  agonizing  sense  of  sufPocatiou, 
which  would  compel  her  to  rise,  and  lasted  from  five  to  twenty 
minutes.  This  was  accompanied  by  a  tumultuous  beating  of  the 
heart.  Occasionally,  she  passed  a  night  without  an  attack,  but 
more  generally  she  had  two  or  three  in  the  course  of  one.  During 
the  day  similar  attacks  would  come  on  from  running  hurriedly  up 
stairs.  During  a  paroxysm,  breathing  was  very  labored;  wheezing 
loud  enough  to  be  heard  in  the  next  room,  accompanied  by  a  hack- 
ing cough  without  expectoration.  The  pulse  was  feeble,  easily 
extinguished  by  pressure  on  the  artery,  and  her  expression  of 
countenance  was  anxious  and  almost  terrified.  Within  a  week  of 
commencing  to  take  the  Cannabis  she  had  no  more  night  attacks, 
and  Dr.  Winterburn,  who  had  opportunities  for  seeing  her  fre- 
quently afterwards,  states  that  so  far  as  he  knew,  she  never  had 
any  return  of  the  cardiac  or  asthmatic  symptoms. 

In  the  region  of  the  kidney.  Cannabis  excites  an  aching,  burning 
and  stitch-like  pain,  while  the  urine  is  pale  and  in  considerable 
quantity,  albeit,  in  consequence  of  irritation  in  the  urethra  which 
occurs  at  the  same  time,  it  is  passed  with  difiiculty. 

Behind  the  neck  of  the  bladder  the  influence  of  Cannabis  is  not 
particularly  marked,  but  at  the  neck  and  throughout  the  urethra  an 
inflammatory  condition  of  the  parts  is  clearly  shadowed  forth  by 
the  symptoms.  The  urethra  is  the  seat  of  intense  burning,  sting- 
ing and  scalding  pains  alike  before,  during,  and  after  micturition; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  there  is  constant  urging  to  urinate.  Urine 
is  passed  frequently  in  small  quantities  and  with  difficulty,  drib- 
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bling  out  after  the  stream  has  ceased.  All  this  is  due,  not  to  a 
deficiency  in  the  secretion,  but  to  the  inflamed  and  turgid  state  of 
the  urethra,  for  when  once  this  has  subsided  the  urine  flows 
copiously  and  is  light  in  color. 

Increased  sexual  excitement,  amounting  indeed  to  satyriasis,  vio- 
lent erections  and  chordee,  are  also  prominent  consequences  of  taking 
Ccmnahis  Indica,  These  symptoms  present  a  clear  analogy  to 
those  constituting  an  attack  of  gonorrhoea,  in  which  the  Cannabis 
sativa  has  long  been  used  with  success. 

In  women  under  the  influence  of  this  drug  menstruation  has  been 
observed  to  be  excessive.  In  the  fourth  volume  of  the  British  Jour- 
nal  of  Homoeopathy^  Dr  Quin  reports  a  very  striking  case  of  neu- 
ralgic headache,  apparently  depending  upon  monorrhagia,  which 
was  cured  by  the  Cannabis  sativa. 

Experience  shows  that  the  dose  of  this  drug  should,  especially  in 
nervous  derangement,  be  a  comparatively  large  one.  It  is  evidently 
a  rapidly  acting  substance,  the  effects  of  which  pass  off  soon,  in 
these  respects  resembling  camphor.  Two  or  three  drops  of  the 
pure  tincture  may  be  given  with  advantage  repeated  frequently. 
Dr.  Wells,  you  will  remember,  gave  a  grain  and  a  quarter  of  the 
pure  substance  at  a  dose,  and  not  only  was  it  in  no  way  inconven- 
ient, but  promptly  relieved  the  patient. 

CANNABIS   SATIVA. 

The  Cannabis  sativa  is,  as  I  have  told  you,  the  same  plant  as 
the  Cannabis  Indica,  but  with  its  physiological  properties  unde- 
veloped to  their  full  extent. 

The  provings  of  it  show  its  action  to  be,  as  it  were,  a  miniature 
of  that  of  Cannabis  Indica,  Its  influence  upon  the  nervous  system 
and  the  urinary  and  genital  organs  resembles  that  we  have  been 
studying  in  the  Indian  variety,  but  much  more  slightly  marked. 

For  example,  we  find  it  to  have  produced  a  depressed,  anxious 
and  irritable  mental  condition,  with  a  good  deal  of  confusion  of 
thought,  forgetfulness  and  absent-mindedness;  dizziness  when 
walking,  with  a  tendency  to  fall  sideways.  There  is  a  sense  of 
pressure  in  the  forehead,  throbbing  and  pressure  in  the  temple,  a 
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Sense  of  tightness,  first  in  the  occiput,  then  in  the  forehead,  and 
lastly  in  the  temples.  Bat  we  hear  of  no  delirinm,  no  gorgeous 
visions,  no  horrible  spectres  arisibg  from  overdosing  with  it.  The 
minor  symptoms,  those  which,  if  capable  of  full  development,  would 
lead  to  such  a  state,  are  alone  present. 

Cannabis  Indica  produces,  in  connection  with  the  cerebral  dis- 
turbance it  excites,  a  morbidly  acute  condition  of  the  sense  of  hear- 
ing. Cannabis  sativa  gives  rise  to  a  roaring  and  ringing  in  the 
ears,  and,  in  the  wife  of  a  physician  who  instituted  a  series  of 
experiments  with  the  pure  tincture,  the  following  group  of  symp- 
toms was  noted:  "Striking in  the  ears  and  pain  in  the  throat  three 
hours  after  taking  the  medicine;  then  cold  and  heat  alternating 
with  dull  headache,  increased  by  motion  or  stooping,  and  as  if 
everything  in  the  head  were  shaken;  she  was  obliged  to  hold  her- 
self perfectly  straight  when  walking,  or  to  sit  still  and  lean  back; 
supporting  herself  on  the  right  side  was  easier;  besides  she  often 
had  stitches  in  the  head  on  the  left  side;  behind  the  right  ear,  the 
stitches  were  so  violent  that  she  involuntarily  started;  this  lasted 
several  nights,  during  sleep,  so  that  she  constantly  moaned  and 
groaned,  and  complained  that  she  was  frequently  awakened." 

These  symptoms  are  doubtless  connected  with  those  which  indi- 
cate neuralgic  headache  as  a  consequence  both  of  Cannabis  Indica 
and  sativa. 

The  excitement  produced  by  the  C,  sativa  in  the  urethra  is  pre- 
cisely similar  to  that  which  arises  from  the  (7.  Indica.  The  former, 
having  been  proved  by  Hahnemann,  has  been  more  generally  used 
by  homoeopathic  physicians;  now,  however,  that  we  have  a  good 
proving  of  the  C.  Indica^  and  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  the 
more  reliable  and  more  active  plant,  it  would  seem  more  desirable 
to  prefer  it  in  prescribing;  certainly  it  is  so  where,  with  the  ure- 
thral excitement  of  gonorrhoea,  there  is  considerable  sexual  excite- 
ment. 

Dr.  Yeldham,  whose  experience  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea  has 
been  very  considerable,  says  {Homoeopathy  in  Venereal  Disease^ 
dd  ed.,  p.  13),  that  Cannabis  comes  in  with  excellent  effect  after 
the  more  acute  symptoms  have  been  mitigated  by  AconitCy  or  Mer- 
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curiu8y  or  Cantharis,  according  as  these  medicines  may  have  been 
required;  there  may  still  exist  considerable  irritation  in  micturition, 
considerable  swelling  and  redness  of  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  and 
copious  white  or  yellow  discharge.  In  this  stage  of  the  disease  its 
action  is  most  satisfactory.  It  is  given  in  gonorrhoea  in  5  or  10 
drops  of  the  pure  tincture  several  times  a  day. 


ANACARDIUM  ORIENTALE. 

A   PROVING. 
By    DR.    HERRING.* 

April  27th,  1885.  G.  Herring,  84  Sussex  Road,  Hollo  way,  Lon- 
don, set.  53,  height  5  ft.  5^  in.,  weight  130  lbs.,  temperament  mixed, 
perhaps  nervous  predominating,  brown  eyes,  brown  and  gray  hair. 
Takes  of  stimulants  1  oz.  of  rum  daily,  in  milk.  Tobacco  two  pipes 
daily.  Hereditary  tendency  to.  debility,  also  remotely  to  bronchitis 
and  phthisis.  Pulse  70,  respiration  12.  Anacard,  Ix  trit.  Took 
1  grain  at  10  p.m.,  April  27th,  1886. 

28th.     1  grain  at  10  a.  m.,  1  grain  at  3  p.  m.,  and  1  at  7  p.  m. 

29th.  No  pathogenetic  symptoms  to-day.  On  the  contrary  fan- 
cied I  felt  less  fatigue  from  reading  than  I  usually  do.  An  old 
lumbago  pain  has  also  gone.  Took  to-day  2  grains  at  10  a.  m.,  2 
grains  at  3  p.  m.,  and  2  at  7  p.m. 

30th.  No  pathogenetic  symptoms  to-day.  Perhaps  the  brain 
was  a  little  more  active  last  night,  but  dreams  were  neither  of  a 
cheerful  nor  depressing  character.  Took  three  doses  to-day  of  3 
grains  each,  at  the  same  hours  as  yesterday. 

May  1st.  Brain  somewhat  disturbed  last  night  judging  from 
dreams,  and  there  is  some  frontal  headache  this  morning.  Slight 
tendency  to  constipation.  Took  three  doses  to-day  of  4  grains  each, 
at  the  same  hours  as  before. 

2d.  Must  have  slept  well  last  night,  as  I  have  no  recollection  of 
dreams,  pleasant  or  otherwise.     Feel  disinclined  to  read  this  morn- 

*  Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review. 
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ixig.  Vjsiie**  grifflsz  paa»  for  a  f«v  mimites^  no  eoiksti{«tioiiL  Hie 
uiOK  iKXi^ieskb^  tenaatlon  w%s  tba:  of  iieiin3gia  Ib  tJie  flexor  iBit*- 
ele%   of  rigikt   tbnmlL  of  an   znUfimztvng  dianctcr.     Taken  no 

'>i.  Braic  not  qniu*  comfortable  last  night.  Xenralgia  in  ball 
of  tfamnb  front inae*.  bat  not  so  decided.  Xo  otlier  armptoou. 
Took  DO  medicine  to-<iaT,  except  one  dose  of  Ac&m^  to  cut  short  a 
coldy  indicated  bv  sneezing. 

4th.  Cold  better.  Took  three  doses  of  Ana^nxTdiMm.  to-daT  of 
5  grains  each,  at  the  same  hoars  a»  before.  At  4  p.  il,  was  told  I 
looked  pale,  no  subjective  symptoms. 

5th.  Experienced  some  of  the  same  symptoms  as  before,  yii^ 
activity  of  brain  daring  sleep,  slight  headache,  and  indisposition 
for  mental  exertion.  There  is  also  some  uneasiness  of  heart. 
Palse  72.  Took  three  doses  to-day  of  6  grains  each.  At  4  p.  x., 
felt  a  soreness*  as  of  either  scalp  or  dura  mater.  Xenral^ain  thomb 
continues,  especially  when  pressed. 

6th.  Had  troubled  dreams  last  night,  and  some  heaviness  in  the 
morning;  not  inclined  to  rise.  More  neuralgic  twitches  in  thomb 
and  once  in  little  finger;  some  discomfort  about  the  heart;  lumbago 
pain  returned.  11.30  a.  m.  Neuralgia  in  right  temple.  6  p.  iL 
Pulse  64;  cardiac  oppression  continues;  neuralgia  gone.  7  p.  IL 
Some  neuralgic  twinges  in  calf  of  left  leg.  9  p.  m.  Heart  feels 
weak,  as  if  working  too  slowly;  pulse  also  indicates  this;  still  64; 
some  irritability  of  the  bladder.  Have  taken  three  doses  to-day  of 
7  grains  each,  at  the  usual  hours. 

7th.  8  A.  H.  The  worst  night  I  have  h^d  from  disturbing 
dreams,  which  were  of  a  gloomy,  desponding  nature.  I  should  not 
call  it  a  nightmare,  for  there  was  no  sense  of  personal  danger;  but 
there  was  an  oppressive  notion  that  everthing  one  did  would  end 
in  vanity  and  vexation,  and  that  nothing  would  extricate  me  from 
impending  poverty.  Felt  a  sense  of  relief  upon  waking  and  find- 
ing that  the  gloom  had  been  caused  by  taking  Anacardium.  Pulse 
72,  small.  11.30  a.m.  The  oppression  of  spirit  is  almost  gone, bat 
still  a  feeling  of  irresolution,  awkwardness  and  querulousness. 
Pulse  is  stronger;  lumbago  better.     12.30  p.m.     Pulse  has  fallen 
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to  60.  7  P.  M.,  64.  8  p.  M.  Very  drowsy;  cannot  read.  No  medi- 
cine to-day.* 

8th.  8  A.  M,  Dreams  were  not  so  depressing  last  night.  The 
other  symptoms  are  abating.  Pulse  66.  11  a,m.  Now  and  then 
neuralgic  pains  in  thumb  and  right  calf;  painless  rumblings  in  the 
bowels.  »3  p.  M.  Sundry  nervous  twinges  in  right  calf  and  ankle. 
Pulse  64. 

[One  night  I  had  toothache  and  earache;  think  it  was  three 
nights  ago;  but  the  cause  is  uncertain,  as  the  wind  had  been  cold 
the  day  before.] 

8  p.  M.  Neuralgia  in  the  region  of  outer  metatarsal  bone  of  left 
foot;  also  in  fingers  and  knees.     Pulse  60. 

9th.  8  A.  M.  Depressing  dreams  again  last  night.  Sundry  neu- 
ralgic pains  over  right  scapula.  Pulse  64.  11  a.  m.  Cardiac 
oppression,  and  neuralgia  in  thumb,  as  before. .  8  p.  m.  All  symp- 
toms becoming  weaker.     Pulse  60. 

10th.  8  A.  M.  Last  night  brain  was  less  active,  and  dreams  less 
disagreeable.  Pulse  64.  Scarcely  any  neuralgia,  a  slight  twinge 
now  and  then  in  the  same  places  as  before  mentioned. 

11th.  10  a.m.  Slight  neuraligic  twinges  now  and  then  about 
the  ankles.  Pulse  68.  Some  soreness  still  remains  over  frontal 
region.     No  dreams  last  night. 

12th.     Only  faint  symptoms  remain.     Pulse  68. 

REMARKS. 

This  medicine  may  prove  useful  in  some  cases  of  hypochondriasis. 

It  may  be  most  useful  to  those  whose  symptoms  are  worse  at 
night  during  sleep. 

A  slow  pulse  will  be  an  additional  indication  for  it. 

The  neuralgic  symptoms  are  secondary.  If  a  patient  should 
complain  of  neuralgia  in  the  hand  or  leg,  and  especially  in  the  ball 
of  the  right  thumb,  it  might  be  tried. 

It  might  also  be  worth  trying  in  lumbago  when  not  curable  by 
Nux  vomica. 

*  Proving  discontinued. 
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Then  there  is  the  sedative  effect  npoD  the  heart  to  be  utilized. 
But  the  most  prominent  and  guiding  symptom  will  be,  I  think, 
some  form  of  hypochondriasis,  and  only  when  the  heart  symptoms 
are  secondary  to  those  of  the  brain  will  Anacardium.  be  useful. 

An  increase  in  the  number  of  provers  would  no  doubt  bring  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  symptoms.  But  if  I  may  draw  a  concla- 
sion  from  my  own  experience  alone,  I  should  say,  whatever  the 
number,  and  whatever  the  importance  of  such  additional  symptoms 
might  be,  unless  the  sensorium  be  the  first  and  most  prominent 
part  affected,  it  would  not  be  a  case  in  which  to  display  the  peculiar 
virtues  of  this  medicine. 

On  referring  to  my  notes  I  feel  justified  in  holding  this  opinion 

because  I  see  that  the  disturbance  in  the  brain  preceded  the  other 

symptoms  by  two  days.     Perhaps  I  should  say  by  three  days,  for 

on  the  day  before  the  morbid  symptoms  there  was  a  bracing  or 

tonic  effect  on  the  brain. 

As  symptoms  similar  to  those  produced  by  Anacardium  would, 
I  think,  be  more  likely  to  occur  in  women  than  in  men,  so  this 
remedy  would  be  oftener  used  for  the  former  than  the  latter, 
although  I  do  not  think  it  will  often  be  wanted  for  either. 

ANOTHBB   PBOVING. 

Louisa  R.,  on  May  6,  1885,  took  Anacardium  Ix  gr.  ix  in  two 
doses — at  3  and  7  p.  m. 

6th,  No  symptoms  this  morning.  Took  to-day  three  doses  of 
6  grains  each. 

7th.  Asked  how  she  slept,  she  said,  "  Very  well."  Asked  if  her 
dreams  were  agreeable,  she  said,  "  No,  I  don't  think  they  were." 
The  objective  symptoms  were,  unusual  activity  and  impatience. 

27th.  Took  to-day  three  doses  of  tincture,  Ix,  ten  minims  for 
each  dose. 

28th.  No  symptoms.  Three  doses  of  twenty  minims  each  to- 
day.    At  9  p.  M.  complained  of  incessant  irritation  of  the  skin. 

29th.  8.30  A. M.  Reports  that  she  had  "furious  irritation  of  the 
skin  "  for  some  time  before  going  to  sleep.  The  irritation  extended 
even  to  the  toes.  Does  not  remember  having  had  any  dreams.  No 
neuralgia.  Looks  and  feels  much  the  same  as  usual  this  morning. 
Thinking  of  the  irritation  the  drug  had  caused,  she  said,  "  I  thid^ 
this  medicine  ought  to  cure  eczema." 

At  9.30  A.  M.  I  saw  the  bedfellow  of  the  above  lady,  who  said  to 
me,  "Poor  Louie  had  nettle-rash  very  bad  last  night;  I  told  her  to 
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sponge  over  with  rose  water."  1.30  p.  m.  Has  now  and  then  slight 
irritation.    No  other  symptom.     No  more  medicine. 

30th.  There  was  a  return  of  the  irritation  last  night,  of  which 
the  skin  bore  traces  this  morning.  The  effects  of  Anacardium 
are  not  so  evanescent  as  I  supposed. 

31st.  The  cuticular  irritation  returned  again  last  night,  but 
not  so  severely,  nor  was  it  so  long  continued.  Had  a  "  feeling  of 
something  like  rheumatism"  in  the  right  arm. 

June  Ist.     Again  disturbed  by  the  irritation  last  night. 

2d.     Slight  return  of  irritation  last  night.     No  other  symptom. 

This  proving  inclines  me  to  modify  some  one  of  the  remarks  I 
made  after  my  own  proving.  I  said  that  the  primary  action  of 
Anacardium  was  upon  the  sensorium,  and  so  it  was  with  myself; 
but  here  is  a  prover  with  a  different  experience.  She  would  say 
that  the  primary  action  is  upon  the  skin.  Thus  it  is  only  by 
repeated  provings  that  we  can  ascertain  the  exact  value  of  a 
remedy  and  become  qualified  to  judge  of  its  merit. 


CHINOLINE  TARTRATE. 

At  the  close  of  a  very  interesting  article  upon  this  medicine,  the 
Therapeutic  Gazette  gives  the  following  summary: 

CONCLUSIONS. 

1.  Chinoline  tartrate  is  a  powerful  agent,  producing  death  by 
asphyxia. 

2.  The  drug  increases  the  force  and  frequency  of  the  respira- 
tions by  stimulating  the  vagus  roots  in  the  lung. 

3.  It  paralyzes  respiration  finally  by  a  secondary  depressant 
action  upon  the  respiratory  centre. 

4.  It  does  not  cause  convulsions. 

6.  It  lessens  and  finally  abolishes  reflex  action  by  a  direct  action 
upon  the  cord,  and  by  a  slight  action  upon  the  muscles  and  nerves. 

6.  It  diminishes  or  abolishes  muscular  contractility  respectively 
when  applied  through  the  circulation  or  directly. 

I.  It  coagulates  myosin  and  albumen. 

8.  It  causes  insalivation  by  paralysis  of  the  secrietory  fibres  of 
the  chorda  tympani;  increases  the  flow  of  bile;  has  no  action  upon 
the  spleen. 

9.  It  lowers  blood-pressure  by  paralyzing  the  vaso-motor  centres 
and  by  a  direct  depressant  action  upon  the  heart-muscle. 

10.  It  diminishes  the  pulse-rate  by  direct  action  upon  the  heart 

II.  It  lowers  the  temperature  by  increasing  the  loss  of  heat. 
12*  It  is  a  powerful  antiseptic;  and,  finally, 

13.  Its  paths  of  elimination  are  not  known. 


78  AMEBICAN   OBSBBYEB.  [AngUSt^ 


(gp^r0(00j. 


THE  ABUSE  OF  MORPHIA  IN  MENSTRUAL  SUF- 

FERING.* 

Many  ladies  a£B.icted  with  uterine  disease  suffer  but  little  incon- 
venience from  the  local  changes  throughout  the  inter-menstmal 
period;  hence  attention  is  not  directed  to  these  conditions;  medical 
advice  is  not  sought  and  it  is  only  in  the  intense  suffering  which 
precedes  or  accompanies  the  flow  that  the  physician  is  called.  All 
the  usual  hot  applications,  external  and  intern al,  have  probably 
been  tried;  he  must  do  something,  and  by  an  hypodermic  injection, 
or  a  dose  of  morphine,  quiets  his  patient  and  leaves  her  satisfied 
that  he  has  succeeded.  She  is  satisfied  because  her  sufferings  are 
relieved,  and  the  physician  is  equally  satisfied  because  he  has 
effectually  accomplished  what  he  was  summoned  td  do;  he  has 
relieved  the  pain;  but  this  recurs  month  after  month;  the  local 
disease,  uterine  or  ovarian,  is  not  improved;  on  the  contrary,  most 
probably  grows  slowly  worse,  so  that  the  nervous  system  of  the 
patient,  often  the  stomach,  suffers  from  the  constantly  increased 
doses  of  morphine. 

Unfortunately  the  same  treatment  is  but  too  often  resorted  to 
by  the  specialist,  when,  after  months  of  treatment,  the  same  men- 
strual suffering  recurs.  At  first  he  uses  it  merely  to  afford  tempo- 
rary relief;  but  should  the  desired  improvement  not  follow,  after 
all  possible  means  have  been  tried,  he  again  and  again  administers 
the  same  dose,  and  the  same  unfortunate  result  to  the  patient  fol- 
lows. Digestion  is  impaired,  the  nervous  system  shattered,  and 
the  mind  finally  suffers.  Those  who  object  to  the  use  of  morphine 
or  opium  under  the  circumstances,  give  whiskey,  and  the  unfortu- 
nate patients  take  glass  after  glass,  until  their  sensibilities  are 
dulled  and  the  pain  at  least  becomes  bearable.  The  stomach  often 
suffers  so  that  the  patient  barely  has  time  to  rally  when  she  must 
again  pass  through  the  same  ordeal. 

We  would  not  for  a  moment  deny  the  propriety  of  relieving  ex- 
cessive suffering  for  the  time  being,  or  of  administering  the  drug 
in  those  cases  when  it  may  have  a  curative  effect,  but  it  must  be 

*  Edinburgh  Weekly  Medical  Review, 
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given  only  if  the  physician  is  for  the  first  time  confronted  with  a 
patient  in  the  agony  of  the  menstrual  safPering,  when  he  is 
unacquainted  with  the  case,  when  he  must  act  at  once  and  other 
.treatment  is  out  of  the  question;  or  if  the  menstrual  period  should 
appear,  in  consequence  of  a  cold  or  over-exertion  with  unusual 
severity;  but  when  it  has  passed,  treatment  must  be  inaugurated 
so  as  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  suffering. 

I  have,  by  chance,  within  the  last  month,  met  quite  a  number  of 
such  unfortunates  who  had  been  afflicted  for  years  with  uterine 
disease,  whom  treatment  had  not  improved,  and  who  looked  upon 
morphine  or  whiskey  as  the  only  possible  relief  from  their  agonizing 
menstrual  pain.  Their  condition,  I  may  say,  is  more  desperate 
than  that  of  the  ordinary  female  sufferer,  because  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, weakened  by  the  repeated  administration  of  the  drug,  yields 
still  more  to  the  destructive  influences  of  the  local  disorder. 

Some  relief  should  be  possible  to  give  by  the  reposition  of  a  dis- 
placed uterus,  by  the  dilatation  of  a  contracted  os,  by  the  scarifi- 
cation of  congested  membranes,  or  whatever  treatment  the  existing 
conditions  may  demand.  I  will  not  refer  to  the  wonderful  effects 
of  Cocaine,  applied  to  the  lining  membranes  and  the  cervix,  or 
injected  over  the  ovaries,  because  this  offers  temporary  relief  only. 
It  is  certainly  possible  by  local,  combined  with  constitutional  treat- 
ment, to  relieve  menstrual  suffering,  and  we  would  urge  upon  the 
profession  that  we  must  battle  against  this  convenient  habit  of 
allaying  such  periodic  suffering  by  the  hypodermic  syringe  ;  it 
must  of  necessity,  in  the  end,  prove  detrimental  to  the  patient. 
As  I  have  before  stated,  it  is  most  common  among  those  who  suffer 
only  at  this  time,  and  who  suppose,  on  account  of  freedom  from 
uterine  symptoms  during  the  inter-menstrual  period,  that  local 
treatment  is  unnecessary,  who  do  not  consult  the  physician  for 
such  trouble,  and  would  not  think  of  submitting  to  any  treatment 

Sroposed,   who   merely  summon  the   physician    in  their  agony, 
emanding  relief  then  and  there. 

Another  class  is  made  up  of  those  who  have  vainly  sought  relief 
from  local  suffering,  and  have  once  experienced  the  blessings  of 
that  total  unconsciousness  from  the  menstrual  exacerbation  which 
is  afforded  by  the  hypodermic  syringe.  The  physician  who  first 
gives  them  such  relief  is  blessed  as  a  benefactor,  the  patient 
rejoices  as  if  she  were  actually  freed  from  the  accompanying  dis- 
ease, and,  once  experienced,  the  same  treatment  is  called  for  again 
and  again.  We  thoughtlessly  drift  into  the  habit,  when  we  can  so 
conveniently  relieve  this  intense  and  infallibly  recurring  suffering. 
It  is  by  far  easier  for  the  physician  to  give  a  hypodermic  injection, 
or  prescribe  a  few  morphine  powders,  than  it  is  to  strike  the  root 
of  the  evil,  and  when  we  have  tried  again  and  again  in  vain  and 
looked  helplessly  about  for  means  of  relieving  the  distressing 
agony,   we  gladly  grasp   this  one  never  failing  remedy.      The 
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patient  is  satisfied,  and  we  have  accomplished  our  object.  This 
scene  recurs  again  and  again;  the  remedy  is  more  frequently 
sought,  is  given  in  larger  doses;  the  nervous  system  and  the  entire 
constitution  weaken  under  the  combined  influences  of  morphine 
and  uterine  disease,  and  we  at  length,  when  the  damage  is  but  too 
evident,  become  aware  that  something  has  to  be  done,  that  this 
state  of  affairs  can  no  longer  continue. 


THE  UTERINE  CIRCULATION  AND  THE  MECHANICAL 

PATHOLOGY.* 

Most  American  gynaecologists  have,  a  long  time  since,  emanci- 
pated themselves  from  the  mechanical  pathology  of  uterine  disturb- 
ances. The  late  Marion  Sims  was,  perhaps,  the  last  prominent  man 
to  lay  great  stress  upon  it.  English  gynsBcology,  which  has  cer- 
tainly been  behind  that  of  American  in  many  respects,  has  also  been 
slow  to  give  up  the  old  teachings  with  regard  to  the  serious  mechan- 
ical results  of  topographical  uterine  aberration.  At  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  London,  Dr.  John  Williams 
presented  the  results  of  his  studies  of  the  uterine  circulation,  and 
dealt  another  effective  blow  against  the  mechanical  pathologists. 
The  arrangement  of  the  vessels  of  the  uterus,  as  observed  by  Dr. 
Williams,  is  as  follows: 

"  The  ovarian  and  uterine  arteries  run  along  the  sides  of  the 
uterus  and  give  off  numerous  branches,  which  proceed  horizontally 
inward  and  form  circles  around  the  organ ;  from  these  vessels  run 
toward  the  uterine  cavity  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to  the  sur- 
face. It  results  from  this  that  each  portion  of  the  uterus  has  its 
blood-supply  secured  to  it  at  its  own  level,  and  is  not  dependent 
upon  any  segment  above  or  below  it.  The  arrangement  of  the 
veins  is  similar,  and  secures  a  free  return  of  blood;  the  venous  anas- 
tomoses of  the  veins  outside  the  uterus  are  numerous  and  free,  and," 
as  The  Lancet  observes,  "  it  is  an  almost  every-day  observation  that 
the  ovarian  vessels  may  be  tied  without  embarrassing  the  return  of 
blood  from  the  uterus  in  any  serious  or  permanent  manner.  The 
chief  practical  importance  of  the  paper  lay  in  the  assertion  of  the 
author  that  a  ligature  may  be  tied  completely  round  the  uterus,  at 
any  point  above  the  vaginal  injection,  without  affecting  the  supply 
of  blood  either  above  or  below,  and  that,  therefore,  flexions  of  the 
uterus  can  have  no  effect  upon  the  blood-supply,  in  the  way  of  caus- 
ing congestion." 

Naturally,  this  statement  awoke  some  discussion.     Dr.  Grailly 
^      Hewitt,  the  most  prominent  advocate  of  the  mechanical  theory, 

*  Medical  Record. 
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admitted  that  the  vascular  arrangements  of  the  uterus  were  com- 

Setent  to  prevent  congestion  in  slight  and  temporary  cases  of 
exion,  but  he  asserted  that  if  this  were  severe  and  persistent  con- 
gestion would  probably  follow.  Very  little  of  a  positive  charac- 
ter, however,  was  brought  forward  against  Dr.  Williams'  state- 
ment, and  the  sentiment  of  most  of  the  speakers  appeared  to  be  with 
him.  The  etiological  divorce  between  flexions  and  congestions 
seems  now  to  be  established  on  physiological  and  anatomical,  as 
well  as  pathological  grounds.  Not  that  flexions  are  never  followed 
or  accompanied  by  congestions,  but  that  the  relations  between  the 
two  conditions  cannot  be  satisfactorily  explained  on  mechanical 
grounds. 

Ovariotomy  as  Affected  by  Albuminuria. — {Philadelphia 
Medical  Netos,) — Dr.  W.  T.  Howard  said  to  the  Medical  and  Chir- 
urgical  Faculty  of  Maryland  that  Bright's  disease  of  itself  is  no 
contra-indication  for  ovariotomy.  Marion  Bims  had  said  to  him 
only  the  last  time  but  one  that  be  saw  him:  "If  we  exclude  cases 
of  albuminuria  from  operation,  we  exclude  many  that  will  recover." 
It  depends  something  upon  the  variety  of  the  disease.  Contracted 
granular  kidney  may  last  for  vears.  Prof.  Elliott,  of  New  York, 
was  strongly  criticized  for  saymg  that  all  forms  of  casts  are  found 
in  the  urine  of  pregnant  women,  which  disappear  after  recovery. 
But  years  after,  he  reiterated  the  statement,  and  said  he  had  veri- 
fied it.  Prof.  Howard  had  a  case  of  puerperal  eclampsia  in  con- 
sultation, where  the  urine  was  loaded  with  albumen.  Barnes' 
dilators  were  used,  delivery  without  laceration,  and  the  woman 
recovered.  The  physical  conditions  which  give  rise  to  albuminuria 
in  pregnancy  are  present  in  ovarian  tumors,  and  the  highest  authori- 
ties on  the  subject  unite  in  not  considering  it  a  contra-indication. 
The  real  reason  for  examining  the  urine  for  albuminuria  is  not  to 
see  whether  it  be  safe  or  otherwise  to  perform  ovariotomy,  but  to 
see  whether  to  use  chloroform  or  ether.  If  there  be  albuminuria 
use  chloroform,  as  ether  may  probably  give  rise  to  suppression  of 
urine. 


Uterine  Fibroids  in  the  Negress. — {The  Clinique,) — Negro 
women  are  almost  as  exempt  from  ovarian  tumors,  and  especially 
from  ovarian  cysts,  as  the  Jews  are  from  cancer.  When  a  colored 
woman  consults  you  for  an  abdominal  or  pelvic  tumor,  the  chances 
are  a  hundred  to  one  that  it  is  a  uterine  fibroid.  If  she  gives  a 
history  of  the  slow  growth  of  the  tumor  and  of  menorrhagia,  and 
especially  if  with  these  symptoms  there  is  an  absence  of  ascites, 
and  the  tumor  is  round,  firm,  and  mobile,  you  can  scarcely  be  mis- 
taken. 

6 
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MstdxitB. 


L.  a.  VAN  8C0Y00,  M.  D.,  EDITOB. 


INFLUENCE  OF  CIMICIFUGA  RACEMOSA  UPON  PAR- 

TURITION. 

In  a  paper  with  the  above  title  {American  Medical  Digest)^  read 
before  the  Chicago  Obstetiical  Society,  Dr.  J.  Stjydam  Knox 
reaches  the  following  conclusions: 

1.  By  the  use  of  the  black  cohosh  the  duration  of  the  first  and 
second  stages  of  labor  is  diminished  at  least  one-half. 

2.  Cimicifuga  has  a  positive  sedative  effect  apon  the  parturient 
woman,  quieting  reflex  irritability,  nausea,  pruritus,  and  insomnia, 
so  common  in  the  last  six  weeks  of  pregnancy;  it  always  renders 
them  less  distressing,  and  they  often  disappear  under  its  adminis- 
tration. 

3.  Cimicifuga  has  a  positive  anti-spasmodic  effect  upon  the  par- 
turient woman.  The  neuralgic  cramps  and  irregular  pains  of  the 
flrst  stage  of  labor  are  ameliorated,  and  often  altogether  abolished. 
In  fact,  during  the  first  indiscriminate  use  of  the  drug  in  all  cases, 
I  had  the  mortification,  with  a  few  women,  of  terminating  the  labor 
80  precipitately,  and  without  prodromic  symptoms,  as  to  be  unable 
to  reach  the  bedside  before  the  birth. 

4.  Cimicifuga  relaxes  uterine  muscular  fibre,  and  the  soft  parts 
of  the  parturient  canal,  by  controlling  muscular  irritability,  thus 
facilitating  labor  and  diminishing  risks  of  laceration. 

5.  Cimicifuga  increases  the  energy  and  rhythm  of  the  pains  in 
the  second  stage  of  labor. 

7.  Cimicifuga,  like  ergot,  maintains  a  better  contraction  of  the 
uterus  after  delivery. 
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MILK  BIET  IN  THE  ALBITMDTURIA  OF  PREGNANCY.* 

Tamier's  treatment  of  the  albuminuria  of  pregnancy  by  an 
•exolnsive  milk  diet  has  counted  in  his  hands,  as  well  as  in  those  of 
others,  many  successes,  and  it  has  received  a  very  strong  endorse- 
ment from  Charpentier,  among  recent  obstetric  writers.  Under 
this  treatment  it  is  usual  to  see  the  albumen  lessen,  in  some  cases 
disappear,  and  the  symptoms  which  threaten  eclampsia,  such  as 
headache,  dimness  of  vision,  indisposition  to  exertion,  and  drowsi- 
ness, cease,  or  become  much  mitigated.  In  some  cases,  however,  it 
is  important  to  conjoin  with  milk  diet  a  hot  bath  once  in  three  or 
four  days.  The  temperature  of  the  bath  should  be  from  98®  to 
100°,  and  while  in  the  bath  or  immediately  after  it,  the  patient 
should  drink  a  tumbler  of  hot  milk.  A  profuse  perspiration  usually 
follows,  and  the  relief  is  prompt  and  positive.  In  one  case,  how- 
ever, a  primi gravida  in  the  eighth  month,  who  had  albuminuria  for 
at  least  four  months,  and  who  derived  marked  benefit  from  the  hot 
bath,  had  also  a  very  serious  discomfort  following  it.  There  was 
unusual  and  violent  activity  of  the  foetus  always  occurring  after 
the  bath,  so  that  she  was  for  some  hours  unable  to  sleep — a  very 
serious  inconvenience,  as  the  usual  and  most  favorable  time  for  the 
bath  is  just  before  retiring. 

Valuable  as  most  practitioners  regard  the  milk  treatment  of  the 

albuminuria  of  pregnancy,  some   entirely  reject  it.      Pajot,  for 

example,  in  a  recent  discussion  held  at  the  Paris  Obstetrical  and 

Gynaecological  Society,  and  reported  in  the  Journal  d^ Accouche- 

ments,  May  5,  refers  to  it  as  a  bitter  pleasantry.  One  of  his  argu- 
ments against  the  milk  treatment  is  that  infants  from  six  months 
to  the  end  of  th'e  first  year  are  peculiarly  liable  to  eclampsia,  and 
yet  they  are  then  on  milk  diet.  Gueniot  very  well  answered  this 
argument  by  saying  that  these  infants  that  have  eclampsia  are  not 
albuminuric,  and  the  milk  diet  in  albuminuric  pregnant  women 
does  not  act  upon  the  eclampsia,  but  upon  the  albuminuria;  it  is 
only  indirectly  by  curing  the  albuminuria  that  it  renders  eclampsia 
much  rarer.  It  is  impossible  to  attribute  infantile  and  puerperal 
eclampsia  to*  the  same  cause. 

*  Medical  News. 
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A  Study  op  the  Sitbject  of  Spontaneous  Rupture  op  the 
Mbmbbanbs  at  Full  Term  op  Gestation  Preceding  the  Begin* 
NiNG  op  Labor. — Dr.  G.  W.  H.  Kemper,  of  Muncie,  Ind.,  in  the 
April  issae  of  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  {Detroit 
Lancet) J  offers  a  careful  study  of  50  cases  of  spontaneolis  rupture 
of  the  membranes,  occurring  in  his  first  700  obstetrical  cases,  and 
he  finds  that: 

1.  The  spontaneous  rupture  of  the  membranes  at  full  term  of 
gestation,  and  preceding  the  beginning  of  labor^pains^  is  an  event 
of  common  occurrence,  averaging  about  once  in  every  14  labors. 

2.  When  the  membranes  are  broken,  as  a  rule,  labor  supervenes 
at  once,  or  within  the  next  four  hours^  but  may  be  delayed  several 
hours,  days,  or  even  weeks. 

3.  When  such  an  accident  occurs,  the  duration  of  the  labor  ie  not 
necessarily  prolonged,  nor  rendered  more  painfuL 

4.  The  mortality  of  the  mothers  is  not  augmented,  and  the  ratio 
of  still-born  children,  if  at  all,  is  so  slightly  increased  as  to  amount 
to  a  minimum. 

5.  The  causes  are  not  well  defined.  The  repetition  of  the  acci- 
dent  in  certain  women  shows  that  with  some  a  tendency  is  inher- 
ent. A  possibility  of  atmospheric  influences,  especially  a  low 
temperature,  as  an  exciting  cause  is  admissible.  Smellie  considered 
obesity  a  cause.  His  observations  have  not  confirmed  this  state- 
ment. 

6.  It  is  probable  that  the  duration  of  labor  is  shorter  in  cases 

where  the  appearance  of  pains  is  delayed  for  some  time  after  the 
membranes  are  ruptured. 

7.  The  proper  plan  of  treatment,  as  given  by  Smellie,  MoClin- 
tock,  Bard,  Denman  and  Dewees,  and  corroborated  by  Dr.  Kemper's 
experience,  is  rest,  if  necessary  in  a  recumbent  posture,  and 
patience.  All  efforts  to  excite  labor  pains  are  hurtful,  meddlesome 
and  mischievous.  Wait  for  pains,  and  treat  the  case  on  general 
principles. 

8.  Finally,  that  the  fear  of  delay  and  danger  in  this  class  of 
cases — the  classical  "  dry  labor  " — promulgated  by  our  obstetrical 
fathers,  and  indorsed  by  successive  authors  generally,  is  based  on  a 
merest  spark  of  truth,  and  is  one  of  those  medical  traditions  that 
experience  shows  to  be  over-estimated  and  to  a  large  degr^ 
apocryphal. 
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E.  A.  LODGE,  Ss.,  M.D.,  OBCHABD  LAKE,  MICH.,  GENERAL  EDITOR. 

ENDOWMENT  INSURANCE. 

THE    PERNICIOUS    PRACTICE    OF    THE     HOMCEOPATHIC   MUTUAL    LIFB 

INSURANCE    COMPANY. 

For  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  matter  in  controversy  before  the 
profession  as  simply  and  quickly  as  our  words  may  permit,  we  will 
•commence  by  supposing  a  scene  in  the  Company's  office.     We  will 
call  it  a 

CONSULTATION   OP   ITS    OFFICERS. 

■  Second  Officer, — Here  are  unpaid  notes  of  old  Dr.  Lodge,  $440. 
He  has  three  endowment  policies,  $1,000,  $500,  $500 — the  last  two 
mature  in  fourteen  months. 

Third  Officer. — Just  let  the  matter  rest.  The  notes  draw  interest 
^t  7  per  centum,  this  is  a  better  return  than  we  get  from  our  invest- 
ments. We  are  abundantly  secure.  When  his  policy  matures  we 
•can  settle  with  him,  and  pay  his  endowments,  deducting  what  he 
•may  owe  us  for  principal  and  interest.  This  is  the  course  pursued 
4>y  the  most  flourishing  companies,  and  we  had  better  follow  it.  It 
is  good  faith  to  him  and  good  policy  for  us. 

^irst  Offijcer. — That  would  certainly  be  all  right  for  him,  but  if 
we  cancel  his  policies  now,  and  report  them  to  the  Insurance 
Department  at  Albany  as  forfeited,  we  can  keep  his  endowments. 

Sd  0, — ^Let  us  rather  consider  what  is  right  for  us  to  do,  not 
what  we  can  do.  Has  the  Company  been  in  the  habit  of  appropri- 
ating endowment  funds  on  policies  when  nearly  three-fifths  has 
•been  paid  up  ? 

2d  0. — No,  it  has  not,  but  the  form  of  the  notes  and  the  forfeit- 
ure clause  of  the  policies  might  warrant  us  in  doing  it. 

Sd  0, — ^Do  those  forfeiture  clauses  expressly  state  that  the  for- 
feiture shall  apply  both  to  endowment  and  life  insurance  absolutely, 
without  any  privilege  of  redemption  ? 

1st  0, — ^No,  they  do  not;  but  that  is  what  we  intended. 

Sd  0, — As  the  Company  wrote  these  clauses,  the  Courts  will 
•decide  that  they  must  not  be  construed  to  the  Company's  advan- 
tage, and  the  policy-holder's  injury. 

1st  0, — We  can't  argue  that  now.  We  will  enforce  the  forfeit- 
ure now  and  compromise  with  the  old  doctor  when  he  discovers  it, 
.for  $100  or  so.  We  will  tell  him  ^*  we  are  sorry  for  him,  but  it 
K5an't  be  helped  now,  etc." 

Sd  0, — But  that  would  not  be  the  correct  thing  to  do  to  any  of 
•our  customers,  particularly  Dr.  Lodge,  who  is  our  friend,  and  who 
ihas  been  our  representative  in  Michigan  for  several  years. 
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Ist  0, — There  is  no  friendship  in  business.  We  must  proceed  on 
business  principles.  The  Company  is  not  growing  now,  and  can't 
afford  to  lose  the  chance  of  getting  an  extra  $500  or  $1,000. 

Sd  0.-— In  my  judgment  this  procedure  is  not  justifiable  on  any 
sound  business  principles.  Most  certainly  it  is  not  equitable.  The 
old  man's  endowment  funds  are  his  property.  His  title  is  clear. 
He  made  the  accumulation.  It  represents  his  savings.  The  ftind 
is  in  our  hands  in  trust  to  provide  for  his  endowment  in  declining 
years.  To  take  this  fund  and  use  it  without  paying  him  an  ade- 
quate consideration  would  be  an  unwarrantable  depredation. 

Ist  0, — You  are  altogether  too  scrupulous.  Righteous  over 
much.     Such  conscientiousness  will  not  help  our  annual  statement* 

^d  0. — We  are  occupying  too  much  time  over  this. 

Sd  0. — ^Let  us  estimate  the  surrender  value  of  the  Doctor's  three 
policies  to-day,  deduct  the  amount  of  his  notes,  and  interest,  and 
give  him  a  check  for  the  balance. 

lat  and  2d  0.— No.    No. 

Sd  0.— Well,  then  do  this:  His  $440  of  notes  pays  for  $300  new 
endowment.  If  we  take  the  $440  out  of  endowments  previously 
paid  for,  of  course  it  will  be  a  small  thing  to  hand*  him  this  $300. 

Ist  0. — We  will  not  hand  him  anything.  We  can  seize  all  his 
endowments,  and  will  do  it. 

Sd  0. — In  doing  it  you  will  vitiate  the  whole  proceeding*. 
Unless  you  pay  the  $300  you  fail  to  pay  the  principal  part  of  the 
consideration  for  which  the  note  was  given,  and  how  can  you  sub^ 
stantiate  the  forfeiture  for  the  non-payment  of  a  note  for  which  you 
fail  to  give  the  consideration  ? 

l8t  O, — You  are  pleading  his  cause. 

Sd  0. — For  justice  to  hini  and  benefit  of  the  Company. 

lat  0. — We  will  enforce  the  forfeiture  in  full. 

Sd  0, — Well,  if  you  are  determined  to  take  the  old  man'd  funda* 
without  paying  for  them,  let  us  at  any  rat^  give  him-  a  month'^ 
notice  of  the  Company's  intention. 

lat  0, — That  will  not  do.  We  must  report  the  policies  as  for- 
feited this  month  or  let  them  lie  over  until  next  year,,  and  it  would 
not  look  very  well  to  cancel  them  only  two  months  before  they  are 
payable.  We  can  take  $4  of  his  fund  now  for  every  $1  he  owes  us, 
but  it  would  not  look  very  well  then. 

Sd  a— Well,  how  will  it  look  now  ? 

lat  O. — ^Never  mind  about  how  it  looks;  let  us  have  the  money. 

Sd  0, — Give  him  ten  days'  notice. 

lat  0, — I  am  opposed  to  giving  him  any  notice  of  our  intention 
to  report  his  policies  as  marked  off.  If  we  should  send  him  notice 
he  would  pay  the  notes  and  we  should  lose  at  least  $76 Oi 

Sd  O. — -What  sort  of  gain  will  it  be  if  we  attempt  to  make  his- 
property  ours  without  paying  for  it.  The  greed  to  get,  hold,  hoard' 
and  use  without  respect  to  the  comfort,  convenience  and  equitable* 
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rights  of  a  strong  and  rich  man  wonld  be  anjustifiable,  and  when  it 
is  the  case  of  an  old  man  who  is  an  invalid  and  not  rich,  it  is  wanton 
cruelty  and  unwarrantable  oppression,  without  reason  and  without 
precedent. 

2d  0. — ^You  are  getting  sentimental — let's  proceed  to  business. 

1st  0. — Yes,  sir,  to  business. 

3d  0. — I  will  protest  against  the  diversion  of  this  fund  from  the 
purpose  for  which  the  policy  was  issued. 

Ist  0. — Perhaps  our  board  would  as  soon  accept  your  resignation 

as  hear  your  protest. 

♦  ♦  «  «  «  « 

NOTE. 

We  believe  we  have  not  misrepresented  the  officers  of  the  Com- 
pany in  the  above  sketch  of  a  supposed  conversation.  We  think 
we  have  done  no  injustice  to  any  one  of  these  gentlemen.  Perhaps 
we  have  presented  the  matter  too  faintly  rather  than  overdrawn 
the  picture.  It  may  be  that  the  rapacity  of  the  Company  was  of 
such  a  ruthless  nature  that  there  was  not  even  a  single  officer  to 
object  to  the  spoliation.  P 

And  now  since  the  Company  refuses  to  redress  the  wrong,  we 
propose  to  subject  their  action  to  the  severest  scrutiny.  We  shall 
use  a  sharp  scalpel  and  make  a  number  of  incisions.  We  will  not 
purposely  make  them  of  a  superficial  character.  Some  cuts  will  be 
deep  and  unsparing.  In  the  case  of  this  Company,  which  does  not 
show  that  it  is  possessed  of  any  soul,  there  is  no  need  of  indulgence, 
and  we  proffer  no  apology  for  the  severity  of  any  stricture.  They 
refuse  to  discuss  the  matter  on  its  merits  privately;  they  refused  to 
grant  our  respectful  'petition  for  an  equitable  adfustmerity  made  to 
their  board  of  directors  sixteen  months  ago;  they  refuse  to  arbi- 
trate— and  they  now  refuse  to  reply  to  our  letters. 

We  are  left  either  to  appeal  to  the  courts  for  relief,  or  to  subject 
their  action  to  public  criticism.  Some  would  prefer  rather  to  be 
defrauded  than  to  go  to  law.  Some  would  hesitate  to  invest  in 
fees  a  third  of  the  amount  to  be  recovered.  Satisfied  that  this  is 
not  a  mere  personal  matter,  but  that  the  interests  of  the  homoeo- 
pathic profession  are  most  certainly  involved  we  shall  animadvert 
on  this  Company's  procedure  in  this  Journal  as  well  as  others,  and 
also  apply  to  the  courts  for  our  equitable  rights.  The  result  will 
be,  if  not  our  complete  relief,  the  prevention  of  a  repetition  of  such 
wrongs  in  the  future,  a  change  in  the  management  of  the  Company, 
or  the  establishment  of  a  new  organization  which  shall  truly  repre- 
sent our  school. 

No  one  can  say  that  we  have  been  impatient.  We  have  waited 
patiently  for  eighteen  months  for  a  settlement,  and  all  that  has 
been  offered  us  is  llOO  by  the  President,  which  he  deems  liberal/ 
But  he  declined  to  enter  upon  any  equitable  adjustment. 

They  think  they  have  the  advantage — that  they  have  success- 
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fully  wrested  our  endowment  funds,  and  we  have  no  remedy.  That 
they  have  disendowed  us  and  endowed  themselves  therewith.  Can 
they  do  this  with  impunity?     Can  they?    And  if  they  can, 

WILL   IT   PAY. 

Will  it  pay  the  Company?  Should  we  say  that  a  company  who 
will  treat  its  patrons  equitably  will  acquire  a  reputation  for  honor- 
able dealing  that  will  bring  it  a  revenue  of  millions,  it  might  be 
remarked,  "that  is  merely  your  opinion."  We  do  not  propose, 
however,  to  deal  in  mere  opinions.  Let  us  have  some  hard  facts, 
and  make  some  comparisons.  We  will  consult  authorities.  First, 
let  us  open  the  Reports  of  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance  of  Michi- 
gan as  published  by  the  State,  1882  and  1884.  We  turn  to  the 
Feport  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York, 
which  is  the  largest  life  insurance  company  in  the  world;  Assets 
over  one  hundred  million  dollars  ($103,583,301.49). 

This  Company  does  not  seek  to  forfeit  the  Endowment  policies 
of  its  patrons,  but  takes  special  pains  to  avoid  forfeiture.  Do  they 
prosper?  Their  assets  are  about  two  hundred  times  larger  than 
the  Homoedf^athic.  A  gentleman  intimately  conversant  with  Life 
Insurance,  when  informed  of  the  course  of  the  Horaceopathio,  said: 
"  That  is  a  small  company^  they  seek  for  forfeitures ;  a  good 
company  does  not,^*  He  doubtless  had  in  view  both  senses  of  the 
word  small.  The  Homoeopathic  Life  is  small  in  comparison  with 
others  financially,  but  it  is  smaller  in  the  sense  of  small  doing, 
evincing  little  of  sterling  integrity,  moral  worth  and  high  princi- 
ple. Is  it  not  a  small  business  to  seek  for  opportunities  of  appro- 
priating the  savings  of  the  old  and  poor  to  their  own  use  ? 

The  allopaths  say  Homoeopathy  is  synonymous  with  small.  They 
are  wrong.  Homoeopathy  is  a  large,  true  and  noble  thing.  The 
Homoeopathic  Life  as  now  managed  is  neither,  wherefore  it  belies 
the  name  it  bears. 

The  Mutual  Life  is  the  most  prosperous  of  the  Life  companies. 
Instead  of  grasping  for  the  savings  of  their  patrons,  it  says  it 
does  not  want  their  endowments.  It  never  seeks  them.  They 
avoid  forfeiting  such  policies.  They  want  to  pay  endowments, 
not  seize  upon  them.  They  prosper  as  they  deserve  to  do.  Look- 
ing at  the  amount  of  their  assets  they  can  have  the  satisfaction  of 
saying:  This  is  all  legitimate.  It  does  not  represent  any  poor  old 
man's  savings  that  we  have  wrested  from  him,  or  any  widow's 
portion,  or  any  thing  that  we  are  not  entitled  to  hold  by  the  strict- 
est requirements  of  even-handed  justice. 

Now  we  will  turn  to  the  next  largest  class  (companies  with 
assets  of  about  fifty  millions).  Here  is  the  Connecticut  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company,  This  Company  treats  the  endowments 
that  its  patrons  pay  for  as  their  property,  not  the  property  of  the 
Company.  Such  a  thing  as  the  appropriation  of  a  $1,000  endow- 
ment, about  three-fifths  paid  for  as  done  by  the  HomoBopathio  Life, 
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could  not  happen  m  their  practice.  If  they  take  a  note,  for  any 
part  of  the  preminm,  sach  note  is  niade  payable  when  the  policy 
matures,  or  its  conversion  into  paid-up  insurance.  They  receive 
on  settlement  all  their  premiums  and  interest,  and  pay  over  the 
surplus.     Do  they  thrive?     Let  us  see: 

Assets,  1884 $53,426,712  31 

Assets,  1882 51,578,411  03 

Gain  in  two  years ...'..      $1,848,301  28 

Nearly  two  million  dollars.  Now  let  us  compare  the  assets  of 
the  Homoeopathic  Life  for  the  same  years: 

Assets,  1882 $687,747  32 

Assets,  1884 636,265  35 

Loss  in  two  years $1,481  97 

This  is  stagnation,  not  progress.  The  Connecticut  Mutual  gains 
nearly  two  million  dollars  in  two  years,  the  Homoeopathic  Mutual 
loses  about  fifteen  hundred  dollars  in  the  same  time.  Their  actual 
loss  was  more  than  that,  and  would  have  appeared  oply  for  that 
adroit  piece  of  legerdemain  by  which  a  policy  holder's  endowment 
fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Company  passes  from  the  debit  to  the 
credit  side  of  the  Company's  account.  The  increase  of  the  assets 
of  the  Connecticut  Mutual  in  two  years  is  about  three  times  as 
large  as  the  whole  amount  of  assets  of  the  Homoeopathic  Life. 
The  challenge  of  the  President  of  the  Connecticut  Mutual  is  no 
empty  boast  when  he  says:  "  Ihit  your  finger  upon  a  thing  that  is 
dishonesty  tricky  or  deceptive  in  it  (the  Co.'s)  plans  or  its  practices  I 
Piit  your  hand  on  a  wrong  thing^  or  a  weak  thing^  or  a  dangerous 
ihing,  or  a  discreditable  thing.^^ 

Will  the  President  of  the  Homoeopathic  Life  make  the  same 
challenge  ?  If  he  does  not  it  will  certainly  be  said  that  he  is  afraid 
to  do  so.  That  he  dare  not  invite  such  scrutiny.  Investigation  is 
avoided.  Discussion  deprecated.  But  if  he  will  throw  down  such 
a  challenge  we  promise  to  take  it  up  to-day,  and  though  weakened 
in  body  by  a  painful  and  prolonged  illness,  we  doubt  not  it  will 
take  all  the  strength  of  all  the  officers  of  the  Company  combined, 
backed  by  all  of  its  board  of  directors,  and  all  the  attorneys  it 
may  fee,  to  defend  their  plans  and  practices  which  are  so  easily 
shown  to  be  wrong,  weak,  dangerous,  discreditable,  delusive  and 
deceptive. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  makes  no 
special  advertisement  of  liberality  as  the  Homoeopathic  Life  has, 
but  its  practice  is  very  liberal  when  contrasted  with  that  of  the 
Homoeopathic  Company.  When  asked  if  they  would  do  what  the 
Homoeopathic  Life  has  done,  cancel  ^ve  year  endowment  policies 
one  year  before  they  matured,  retaining  about  three  paid-up  endow- 
ments to  pay  themselves  for  fourth  years  premiums,  the  Connect!- 
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cut  Company  replied:  ''The  premium  notes  held  by  this  Company 
are  payable  at  the  maturity  of  the  policy  or  its  conversion  into 
paid-up  insurance,  and  the  question  of  forfeiture  of  a  policy  for 
non-payment  of  a  premium  note  when  due  therefore  never  arises?^ 
The  equity  of  this  arrangement  is  manifest.  The  Company  receives 
on  settlement  all  the  premiums  it  earns,  and  legal  interest  on  all 
its  loans.  The  Company  prospers  on  its  earnings  and  its  customer 
receives  the  savings  he-  has  accumulated  in  the  Company's  hands 
for  endowment.  All  the  parties  to  the  transaction  are  satisfied. 
Who  is  satisfied  under  the  oppressive  mode  of  doing  business  of 
the  Homoeopathic  Mutual  Life  ?  The  Company  may  say  it  likes  it 
well,  for  it  gets  all  the  monev.  The  unfortunate  one  who  has 
trustingly  deposited  money  in  tneir  hands  for  endowment  and  gets 
nothing  is  most  certainly  not  satisfied.  He  is  victimized.  The 
Company  may  gloat  over  its  gains  just  as  the  gambler  does,  but 
no  good  man  will  want  such  profits.  The  company  that  does  so 
puts  it  into  a  bag  with  many  holes. 

Gambler*8  Gains. — When  I  was  asked  to  pay  $225  (22^  per  ct) 
yearly  on  $1,000  endowment  at  five  years,  it  was  not  the  venture 
of  a  gambler.  We  have  carefully  avoided  all  speculative  adven- 
tures. Life  insurance  was  worth  about  5  per  ct.^  and  \^\  per  ot. 
was  to  provide  for  endowment.  I  was  only  promised  life  insur- 
ance and  endowment.  An  endowment  of  $200  each  year  payable 
in  5  years. 

There  was  no  venture,  stake,  or  unusual  hazard  contemplated. 
(The  life  insurance  was  the  smallest  part  of  the  contract.)  There 
was  no  possibility  of  any  particular  gain  to  me,  and  how  can  there 
result  any  gambler's  gain  to  the  Company.  And  here  we  desire  to 
emphasize  the  fact  that  so  far  as  the  Company  planned  for  any 
such  gain  or  undue  advantage  by  the  writing  of  either  its  policies 
or  its  notes,  just  so  far  there  has  been  imposition,  "  wrong^  weak^ 
dangerous^  discreditable^  delusive  and  deceptive.'^'*  What  is  the 
difference  between  this  and  fraud  ?  If  the  Company  planned  and 
deliberated  to  take  an  unjust  advantage,  what  name  ought  to  be 
given  to  it?  Are  not  the  clauses  they  wrote  purposely  to  give 
them  the  claim  to  appropriate  funds  without  payment  of  adequate 
consideration  void  ah  initio? 

We  may  now  look  into  the  report  of  the  Mutual  Benefit  Life  Ify- 
surance  Company  of  Newark,  N.  J.  We  have  had  a  very  pleasant 
experience  with  this  Company.  We  had  an  endowment  insurance 
of  same  amount  as  we  had  in  the  Homoeopathic  Life,  $2,000. 
Notes  had  been  given  for  a  much  larger  credit  than  was  ever  given 
us  by  the  Homoeopathic.  Their  dividends  paid  our  notes,  and 
about  two  years  before  the  policy  matured  they  cashed  it,  merely 
deducting  interest.  This  Company  gives  all  its  customers  whatever 
they  pay  for.  This  is  simplicity  itself.  Why  cannot  the  HomoBO- 
pathic  Life  adopt  this  ?    It  is  honest  to  the  very  core.    The  Mutual 
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Benefit  commenced  in  a  smaller  way  than  the  Homoeopathic  Mutual. 
Ho^  does  it  stand  now  ?  Its  assets  are  $38,607,396.20,  or  nearly 
thirty-eight  million  dollars  more  than  that  of  the  Homoeopathic 
Mutual.  And  it  is  perfectly  safe  to  predict  that  the  Homoeopathic 
Mutual's  assets  will  never  become  as  large  as  that  of  the  Mutual 
Benefit  unless  it  changes  its  vicious  policy  of  seeking  unjust  gain; 
and  in  place  of  the  uncertain  sound  or  hollow  promise  of  "  absolute 
security,"  "liberality,"  give  the  unmistakable  words:  "-F&r  every 
dollar  of  premium  we  receive  we  will  give  a  dollar^s  worth  of  life 
insurance  or  endowmentJ'* ' 

But  it  may  be  urged  that  we  are  not  fair  in  comparing  the 
Homoeopathic  Life  with  much  older  companies.  We  do  not  intend 
to  be  unfair  or  unjust.  Let  us  turn  to  The  Union  Central  IAf% 
Insurance  Company  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  This  Company  com- 
menced business  only  one  year  before  the  Homoeopathic  Life,  and 
on  the  same  amount  of  capital  stock,  $100,000.  If  the  Union 
Mutual  had  been  crawling  along  at  the  snail-like  pace  of  the 
Homoeopathic  Life,  then  we  should  find  that  the  TTnion  Corapany^'s 
assets  would  be  about  three-quarters  of  a  million.  Instead  of  this 
we  find  that  the  Union's  income  during  the  single  year  of  1884 
was  $67,339.97,  more  than  the  whole  amount  of  the  assets  of  the 
Homoeopathic  Life  accumulated  during  seventeen  years.  Here  are 
the  figures: 

Union  Central's  income,  1884 $763 ,605  32 

HomoBopathic  Mutual  assets 686,265  35 

Excess $67,339  97 

The  total  amount  assets  Union  Company $2,266,396  72 

Homoeopathic  Life 686,265  35 

In  favor  of  the  Union  Central  Company. . .  $1.580.131  37 

We  now  repeat  the  question,  "  Does  it  pay?*"* 

Can  the  Homoeopathic  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  afford  to 
work  injustice?  We  tried  to  explain  this  to  .the  President  of  the 
Company,  but  failed  to  make  any  impression  upon  his  moral  sensi- 
bilities. We  illustrated  it  very  simply.  When  Elder  Jonas  Hart- 
zell  went  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  he  had  some  money  to  lend.  A  gen- 
tleman called  for  it,  proffering  undoubted  security,  and  offering  to 
My  what  was  then  the  current  rate,  2  per  cent,  per  month.  Father 
Hartzell  said:  "I  cannot  afford  to  lend  you  my  money  at  2  per 
cent,  per  month."  The  applicant  replied:  "  My  business  will  hardly 
afford  to  pay  much  more  than  that;  how  much  do  you  want?"  The 
reply  was  prompt:  "Your  security  is  ample;  you  are  welcome  to 
my  money  at  10  per  cent,  per  annum.  My  conscience  would  not 
permit  me  to  take  24  per  cent."  The  loan  was  made,  both  parties 
were  benefited.  The  borrower  was  helped  in  his  business,  was  able 
to  pay  his  interest,  and  he  returned  the  principal  when  due.    Now 
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what  became  of  the  brokers  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  who  loaned  money 
at  two  per  cent,  per  month  ?  They  were  brokers  indeed,  breaking 
all  who  borrowed  at  such  ruinous  rates.  And  not  one  of  these 
Shylocks  can  be  found  at  Davenport  to-day  who  has  had  a  career 
of  happiness  or  prosperity.  Now  who  will  expect  the  HomoBO- 
pathic  Mutual  Lite  to  thrive  when  it  is  not  content  with  what  it 
can  legitimately  earn,  but  selfishly  covets  the  earnings  of  others. 
Not  satisfied  with  1  per  cent,  interest  and  abundant  security,  bat 
seeks  to  make  by  forfeiture  four  hundred  per  cent.      Will  it  payt 

Every  dollar  thus  grasped  is  a  nail  in  its  coffin.  Every  dollar 
thus  filched  is  a  seed  of  decay  at  its  roots.  Every  dollar  thus  ap- 
propriated tends  to  leakage  which  eventuates  in  wreck.  Remove 
the  foundation  of  justice,  you  are  left  upon  treacherous  sand. 
"  Whatsoever  a  man  soweth  that  shall  he  reap."  Those  who  should 
hold  the  scales  of  justice  so  even  that  there  could  be  no  prepon- 
deration  on  either  side — a  fair  exchange  of  equivalents — (for  $1,000, 
a  |l,000  worth  of  insurance  or  endowment) — cannot  bear  them  so 
that  one  scale  shftll  give  themselves  five  times  more  than  they  award 
their  customers  in  the  other  scale,  and  meet  with  anything  less  than 
eventual  failure. 

The  mortality  under  HomcBopathic  practice  is  so  much  less  than 
that  under  Allopathy,  that  a  properly  conducted  Homoeopathio 
Life  Insurance  Company  can  make  money  by  insuring  the  patrons 
of  this  practice  at  a  much  lower  rate  than  is  charged  for  the  lives 
of  those  who  employ  Allopathic  physicians.  This  is  certain.  If 
the  HomcBopathic  Life  Insurance  Company  conducted  its  business 
legitimately,  it  would  be  able  to  make  a  showing  that  would  be  of 
great  advantage  to  the  school.  If  it  had  been  conducted  fairly 
and  on  equitable  principles,  it  might  have  had  to-day  assets  of 
five  million  dollars.  It  has  had  splendid  opportunities.  Why  has 
it  not  obtained  the  full  confidence  of  the  profession  ?  When  it 
fails  its  failure  will  be  charged  to  Homoeopathy  by  Allopathic 
physicians  and  journals.  They  will  say  that  its  closing  up  is  proof 
that  the  mortality  of  those  patronizing  Homoeopathy  is  more 
instead  of  less  than  that  which  attends  Allopathic  practice.  The 
Homoeopathic  profession  are  very  deeply  interested  in  this  mat- 
ter.    Let  them  speak. 

What  say  you,  reader  ?  Are  you  in  favor  of  having  the  man- 
agement of  the  Homoeopathic  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
changed,  so  that  its  business  shall  be  conducted  on  principles  of 
fairness  and  equity,  that  it  may  enter  upon  a  career  of  progress 
and  power  which  will  do  us  honor;  or  will  you  endorse  the  policy 
which  dwarfs,  deteriorates,  stagnates  and  shames? 

E.   A.   LODGB  Sb. 

Orchard  ZfUke,  Michigan,  July  29,  1885. 

In  our  next  we  propose  to  diacuss  the  Homosopathic  Mutual's  forfeiture  polk^  in  Hi 
ethical  and  legal  aspects,  proving  that  it  is  certainly  both  immoral  and  unlawmL  In  Ndv 
York  papers  we  shsul  present  one  hundred  reasons  why  they  should  pay  the  endowDiMli 
for  wnicn  they  have  received  full  consideration.  L. 
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Any  PuMication  noticed  here  will  be  8ent  postage  free  on  receipt  of  price  »ent  to  American 

Observert  Orchard  Lakef  Mich. 


A  87 STEM  OF  MEDICINE,  hosed  upon  the  Law  of  Hommpathy,  by  H.  R. 
Arndt,  M.  D. 

The  first  volume  of  this  standard  work  was  referred  to  on  page 
46  of  our  July  number.  The  second  volume,  of  near  1,000  pages, 
is  expected  this  month,  and  will  be  noticed  next. 

LAKE  TOURS  VIA  PICTURESQUE  MACKINAC,  Btetorical  and  Dee- 
criptive,  by  C.  D.  Whitcomb,  Detroit,  Mich.  Detroit  and  Cleveland  Steam 
Navigation  Co. 

Admirably  designed  and  equally  well  executed  with  one  excep- 
tion. We  think  it  a  very  great  pity  that  so  beautiful  a  book 
should  be  marred  by  interleaved  advertisements.  The  engravings 
are  very  fine,  the  letter-press  of  the  neatest,  the  paper  the  best,  and 
its  contents  as  readable  and  interesting  as  could  be  desired,  with 
the  exception  of  advertisements  of  ginger  ale,  yeast,  dry  goods, 
corsets,  laundries,  starch  and  coal-tar,  that  should  have  been 
banished  to  the  rear. 

NORTH  AMERICAN  REVIEW.    New  York. 

The  American  nation  has  a  double  birthright — liberty  and  land. 
Its  liberty  it  has  guarded  jealously,  but  until  very  recent  years  it 
seems  to  have  been  indifferent  to  the  loss  of  its  landed  estate  and 
ignorant  of  the  methods  by  which  it  has  been  diminished.  A  vet- 
eran legislator,  the  Hon.  George  W.  Julian,  who  has  given  special 
attention  to  the  acts  disposing  of  our  public  lands,  tells  the  story 
in  brief  in  a  contribution  to  the  North  American  Review  for 
August.  In  the  same  number  five  medical  authorities  discuss  the 
question,  "  Can  Cholera  be  Averted  ?  "  Felix  L.  Oswald  contri- 
butes a  suggestive  article  on  ''The  Animal  Soul;"  and  the  Rev.  M. 
J.  Savage,  in  "  A  Profane  View  of  the  Sanctum,"  brings  an  indict- 
ment against  the  daily  press.  The  other  articles  are  one  on  "  The 
Price  of  Gas,"  by  Charles  H.  Botsf  ord,  one  on  "  Temperance  Re- 
form Statistics,"  by  Prof.  W.  J.  Beecher,  and  the  chapter  of 
"  Comments,"  by  various  writers,  on  articles  in  previous  numbers. 

SECOND  REPORT  OF  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  TENNESSEE,  Oct.,  1880— Dec.,  1884.  Nashville:  Albert 
B.  Tavel,  Printer  to  the  State. 

This  is  an  interesting  volume  of  600  pages,  well  indexed,  con- 
taining valuable  papers  upon  school  hygiene,  physical  training, 
epidemics,  contagious  diseases,  bovine  tuberculosis,  and  other  sani- 
tary subjects. 
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Chables  Lamb  and  the  Bathers. — The  following  incident  of 
Charles  Lamb  is  told  in  Thomas  De  Quincey's  appreciative  and 
interesting  essay  on  the  genial  '^  Ella."  While  it  is  an  old  story, 
it  is  a  very  funny  one,  and  worth  repeating.  Poor  Lamb's  stutter- 
ing, which  De  Quincey  alleges  made  him  better  at  repartee,  in  this 
instance  was  surely  no  advantage  to  him. 

Lamb  had  been  medically  advised  to  a  course  of  sea-bathing,  and 
accordingly  at  the  door  of  his  bathing-machine,  while  he  stood 
shivering  with  cold,  two  stout  fellows  laid  hold  of  him,  one  at  each 
shoulder,  like  heraldic  supporters;  they  waited  for  the  word  of 
command  from  their  principal,  who  began  the  following  oration  to 
them: 

"  Hear  me,  men!     Take  notice  of  this — ^I  am  to  be  dipped! " 

What  more  he  would  have  said  is  unknown  to  land  or  sea  or 
bathing-machine;  for  having  reached  the  word  dipped,  he  com- 
menced such  a  rolling  fire  of  "  D — di — di — di,"  that  when  at  length 
he  descended  a  plomh  upon  the  word  dipped,  the  two  men,  rather 
tired  of  the  long  suspense,  became  satisfied  that  they  had  reached 
what  lawyers  call  the  ^^  operative  clause  "  of  the  sentence,  and  both 
exclaimed  at  once: 

"O  yes,  sir,  we're  quite  aware  of  thaty^  down  they  plunged  him 
into  the  sea. 

On  emerging  Lamb  sobbed  so  much  from  the  cold  that  he  found 
no  voice  suitable  to  his  indignation;  from  necessity  he  seemed 
tran(][uil;  and  again  addressing  the  men,  who  stood  respectfully 
listening,  he  began  thus: 

Men,  is  it  possible  to  obtain  your  attention  ? " 
O,  surely,  sir,  by  all  means." 

Then  listen:  once  more  I  tell  you  I  am  to  be  di — di — di — ," 
and  then  with  a  burst  of  indignation,  "  dipped,  I  tell  you."  "  0, 
decidedly,  sir,"  rejoined  the  men,  "  decidedly,"  and  down  the  stam- 
merer went  for  the  second  time. 

Petrified  with  cold  and  wrath,  once  more  Lamb  made  a  feeble 
attempt  at  explanation:  "Grant  me  pa — pa — patience;  is  it  mom 
— um — murder  you  me — me — mean  ?  Again  and  a — ^ga — ^ga — gain, 
I  tell  you,  I'm  to  be  di—di—di— dipped,"  now  speaking  furiously, 
with  the  voice  of  an  injured  man,  "  O,  yes,  sir,"  the  men  replied, 
"  we  know  that,  we  fully  understood  it,"  and  for  the  third  time 
down  went  Lamb  into  the  sea. 

"  O,  limbs  of  Satan! "  he  said,  on  coming  up  for  the  third  time, 
"it's  now  too  late;  I  tell  you  that  I  am,  no  that  I  was  to  be  di— 
di — di— dipped  only  once.'** 
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Bbaoh. — Dr  James  S.  Beach,  a  practitioner  of  homoBopathy  at  Chicago, 
died  recently  at  that  city. 

Caibns. — Eui  Cairns,  President  of  the  London  Homoeopathic  Hospital, 
Lord  Chancellor  of  £ngland,  died  of  pneumonia  on  April  2d  last,  at  the  age 
of  66  years.  He  was  worthily  distinguished  for  great  learning  and  Christian 
philanthropy. 

QtTBBisrsBT.— Henry  Newell  Guernsey,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  a  well- 
known  and  much-respected  physician  and  author,  departed  this  life  at  his  home 
on  the  37th  of  June  last,  aged  68  years. 

Dr.  Q.'s  birthplace  was  Rochester,  Vt.  He  was  born  there  Feb.  10,  1817. 
He  studied  with  Dr.  A  E.  Small  at  Upper  Darby,  Vt ;  graduated  from  Uni- 
versity of  New  York,  1842.  For  eight  successive  years  he  was  Professor  of 
Obstetrics  in  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Pa.  For  three  years  Pro- 
fessor of  Materia  Medica  in  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia. 
In  1846  he  was  married  to  Miss  Collourn  of  Boston,  who  remains  to  mourn 
his  loss.  Three  children  also  sorrow,  but  not.  we  trust,  as  those  who  have  no 
hope. 

Hills.— Mrs.  Martha  Parker  Hills,  wife  of  Alfred  K.  Hills,  M.  D.,  one  of 
the  editors  of  the  New  York  Medical  Times,  died  at  465  Fifth  avenue.  New  York 
city,  on  the  19th  of  June  last. 

''A  loving  and  dutiful  daughter;  the  faithful  and  true  wife;  the  firm 
friend  and  efficient  worker  in  the  broad  field  of  charity." 

HoxsiE.— A.  C.  Hoxsie,  M.  D.,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  died  at  that  city  on  the 
24th  of  May,  1885,  aged  46  years.  He  leaves  a  widow,  a  fifteen -^ear-old 
daughter,  a  brother  and  sister.  We  trust  that  they  are  sustained  in  their  afflic- 
tion by  Divine  consolations. 

Ingalls.— F.|W.  Ingalls,  one  of  our  old  subscribers  to  the  Obsbbvbr,  died 
recently  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  aged  45.  In  1870  he  was  married  to  Miss  Du- 
Bois,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  all  of  whom  survive. 

Dr.  Ingalls  had  a  large  and  remunerative  practice,  and  was  highly 
esteemed.  Active,  trustworthy,  skillful,  kind,  his  memory  will  be  long  cher- 
ished. 
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Abbll — Bandebson. — Dr.  E.  J.  Abell  was  married  to  Miss  Kate  Bander- 
son,  at  Chicago,  on  May  13. 

Dibssnbb— KuNTz.— Dr.  H.  R.  Diessner  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  C. 
Kuntz,  at  Waconia,  Mmn. ,  Feb.  12,  1885. 

Fulleb— White.— Charles  G.  Fuller,  M.  D.,  of  Chicago.  111.,  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Isabella  Hunt  White,  at  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  on  June  30,  1885. 

SiNCLAiB— Luton.— M.  C.  Sinclair,  M.  D.,  of  Grand  Rapids,  has  been 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Luton,  a  sister  of  L.  Luton,  M.  D.,  of  St.  Thomas, 
Ontario.    We  tender  our  congratulations. 

LovBLL — Watbbs. — Hon.  Edward  C.  Lovell  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie 
Gertrude  Watres,  M.  D.,  on  June  30,  1885.  Miss  Lovell  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Homoeopathic  College  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  Lovell  is  Love  well, 
and  as  El  is  God  in  Hebrew,  to  Love  well  will  be  to  love  Him. 
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Abnbt. — H.  R  Arndt,  M.  D.,  has  been  appointed  to  the  Professorship  of 
Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  the  Homceopathic  College  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan.  This  wUl  be  very  gratifying  to  his  many  friends,  and 
we  trust  of  great  advantage  to  the  College. 

Bascomb. — H.  M.  Bascombp  M.  D.,  was  appointed  President  of  the  Illinois 
State  Homceopathic  Association  at  its  last  annual  meeting. 

BoARDMAN. — W.  E.  Boardman,  M.  D.,  is  President  of  the  Wisconsin  State 
Homoeopathic  Society  for  the  coming  year. 

FoiifiOM. — Dr.  E.  G.  Folsom  has  been  appointed  Health  officer  of  Mt  Clemens, 
Mich. 

Goodman. — The  Medical  Oounsebr  says  that  Dr.  C.  M.  Gk>odman  of 
St  Louis  has  one  of  the  cosiest  offices  to  be  found  anywhere.  As  our  readers 
know  that  Dr.  G.  is  quite  an  artist  they  will  readily  credit  this  statement. 

Grant. — A.  B.  Grant,  M.  D.,  late  of  Lowell,  Mich.,  has  removed  to  lonia^ 
Mich.,  to  succeed  O.  R.  Long,  M.  D.  He  will  doubtless  find  good  society  and 
a  remunerative  practice.  Dr.  Grant  is  President  of  the  State  Homoeopathic 
Society  of  Michigan. 

HoYNE. — Prof.  T.  S.  Hoyne,  M.  D.,  in  his  Medical  Vintar  for  July  asks: 
"Why  not  keep  the  American  Institute  at  the  East,  where  it  is  owned  body 
and  soul,  and  has  been  for  a  generation,  and  let  the  Western  men  run  an 
Institute  of  their  own?" 

HoLcoMBB.— W.  H.  Holcombe,  M.  D.,  is  spending  the  sunmier  at  Oconomo- 
woe.  Wis. 

Haggart.— D.  H^gart,  M.  D.,  has  been  re-elected  as  President  of  the  C,  B. 
&  L.  Association  of  Indiana. 

Houghton. — Our  esteemed  colleague,  Henry  C.  Houghton,  M.  D.,  is  the 
author  of  Lectures  on  Clinical  Otology  which  is  expected  from  the  press  this 
month.     Otis  Clapp  &  Son,  Publishers,  Boston. 

King. — We  can  but  feel  very  grateful  for  such  kind  words  as  are  conveyed 
to  us  by  E.  H.  King,  M.  D.,  of  Clinton,  Iowa,  who  has  taken  the  Obsbbvbb  for 
a  long  period.  He  says:  It  is  with  no  small  degree  of  pleasure  I  again  wel- 
come the  familiar  face  of  the  Observer.  Your  old  friends  who  have  a  per- 
sonal acquaintance,  and  gladly  recognize  you  on  the  street  again,  can  give  jon 
no  warmer  greeting,  or  heartier  welcome,  than  we  give.  My  kindly  feehngs 
and  interest  is  that  which  is  felt  by  the  readers  of  the  Obberveb  generally. 
Accept  our  congratulations  upon  your  recovery  and  our  hope  that  He  who 
was  with  you  in  sickness  and  distress  may  give  you  many  years  of  health  and 
prosperity. 

McGuiRE. — D.  J.  McGuire,  M.  D.,  of  Detroit,  has  been  appointed  Associate 
Professor  of  Ophthalmology  and  Otology  in  the  Homoeopathic  College,  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan.  He  has  no  superior  in  these  departments  and  should 
have  a  full  professorship. 

OBETZ.—Dr.  H.  L.  Obetz  is  now  Dean  of  the  HomoBopathic  College  at  Ann 
Arbor,  as  well  as  Professor  of  Surgery. 

PiNKHAM. — The  daughter  of  Dr.  Pinkham,  of  Sacramento,  OaL,  was  acci- 
dentally killed  by  a  pistol  shot  on  the  cars  while  traveling  east.  We  most  sin- 
cerely condole  with  the  doctor  and  his  wife  in  this  ternble  affliction.  May 
the  consoler  of  hearts  comfort  them. 

Pbabman.— Mrs.  Dr.  M.  B.  Peiarman  ffils  the  chair  of  Gynesoology  in  thib 
Medical  College  of  Missouri. 
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PROF.  S.  A.  JONES,  M.  D.,  ANN  ARBOR,  EDITOR. 


6ELSEMIUM  SEMPERVIRENS,  ITS  PHYSIOLOGICAL 
AND  THERAPEUTIC  ACTIONS.* 

BY  ALFRED  C.  POPE,  M.  D. 

The  Gelsemium  sempervirenSy  or  yellow  or  false  jessamine^ 
belonging  to  the  natural  order  of  the  Loganiacece — the  true  jessa- 
mines belong  to  the  AUacece — is  a  twisting,  high-climbing  plants 
with  yellow,  funnel-shaped  flowers.  "It  grows  in  damp,  rich, 
clayey  soil  by  the  side  of  streams,  near  the  coast,  from  Virginia  to 
Florida  and  Alabama.  It  flowers  from  the  first  of  March  to  the 
last  of  May.  The  rhizoma  is  about  an  inch  in  diameter,  is  exter- 
nally a  brown-yellow  with  purplish  longitudinal  lines,  and  breaks 
with  a  tough  fibrous  fracture,  showing  silky  bast  fibres  in  the  inner 
bark,  a  porous  yellow  wood  traversed  by  whitish  medullary  rays 
and  a  darker  colored  central  pith.  The  roots  are  somewhat  thin- 
ner, similar  in  color,  externally  beset  with  numerous  thin  fibres 
and  marked  by  irregular  longitudinal  wrinkles.  The  drug  has  a 
peculiar  heavy  aromatic  odor,  and  the  medicinal  properties  are 
believed  to  exist  more  particularly  in  the  external  part  or  bark 
of  the  root."  (Gelsemium  Sem^pervirens :  A  Monograph  by  the 
Hughes  Medical  Club  of  Massachusetts.  Boston  :  Otis  Clapp  & 
Son.     P.  14.) 

The  active  principle —  Gelsemin — exists  in  the  root  to  the  extent 
of  one  half  per  cent.  Drs.  Ringer  and  Murrell  are  of  opinion  that 
the  plant  contains  two  active  principles.  Pharmaceutically  this 
has  not  been  demonstrated.  It  is  an  inference  from  the  observa- 
tion that,  whereas  the  liquid  extract  paralyzes  before  inducing 
tetanic  convulsions,  the  alkaloid  excites  the  latter  at  once  without 
giving  rise  to  any  or  but  few  symptoms  of  paralysis. 

In  the  Southern  States  of  the  American  Union  Gelsemium  had, 
for  many  years  prior  to  its  introduction  into  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, a  popular  reputation  as  a  remedy  in  the  malarial  fevers  of 

*  Revised  from  a  lecture  delivered  at  the  London  School  of  HomoBopathy,  Session  1883* 
SH.—ManiMy  Homoeopathic  Bevieto. 
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that  region.  In  them  it  was  largely  used  by  a  class  of  medical 
men  originally  known  as  Thompsonians — the  followers'  of  one  Dr. 
Thompson — who  regarded  all  mineral  substances  as  unsuitable  for 
medicinal  purposes,  and  looked  for  remedies  exclusively  to  herbs. 
These  gentlemen  are  now  designated  "Eclectics."  The  first 
attempt  so  to  ascertain  its  properties  as  to  render  it  available  for 
use  in  scientific  medicine  was,  I  believe,  made  by  Dr.  Douglass,  of 
Milwaukee,  in  1858,  and  the  record  of  his  experiments  was  pub- 
lished in  the  first  volume  of  the  United  States  Journal  of  Somce- 
opathy,  whence  it  was  transferred  to  the  pages  of  the  British 
Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  vol.  xviii,  p.  284.  Several  other 
provings  were  made  by  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale,  of  Chicago,  and  his 
friends,  and  an  elaborate  account  of  all  the  researches  into  its 
effects  upon  health  that  had  been  made  was  published  by  him  in 
1862.  A  rhume  of  this  essay  appeared  in  the  British  Journal  of 
Homoeopathy,  vol.  xxi,  p.  287.  The  communication,  which 
appeared  in  the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy  in  1860,  was  the 
first  made  regarding  it  in  this  country,  though  I  believe  that  Dr. 
Wickham  Legg,  who  wrote  about  it  as  a  remedy  in  neuralgia  some 
ten  or  twelve  years  later,  gets  the  credit  of  having  introduced  it 
to  the  medical  profession  here  from  those  who  find  it  to  their 
interest  to  ignore,  and  at  the  same  time  appropriate,  all  therapeutic 
inquiries  conducted  by  homoeopathic  practitioners. 

Our  stock  of  knowledge  regarding  the  pathogenetic  properties 
of  Gelsemium,  is  collected  together  in  Allen's  Micyclopcedia  of 
Ihtre  Materia  Medica,  the  appendix  to  which  contains  some  of  the 
more  recent  researches,  notably  those  of  Drs.  Ringer  and  Murrell, 
to  which  I  shall  have  frequent  occasion  to  refer  as  among  the  most 
instructive  we  have  had,  and  others  by  Dr.  Conrad  Wesselhoeft,  of 
Boston.  The  latest  contribution  to  our  study  of  this  drug  has 
been  furnished  by  "The  Hughes  Medical  Club  of  Massachusetts,'* 
n  their  very  excellent  monograph  published  in  1883,  from  which  I 
have  already  quoted. 

In  its  general  action  Gelsemium  is  a  cerebro-spinal  irritant.  To 
the  production  of  irritation  in  the  brain  or  spinal  cord,  well  nigh 
all  the  symptoms  to  which  it  has  given  rise,  both  in  cases  of  acci- 
dental poisoning  by  it  and  in  experiments  on  healthy  persons,  as 
well  as  the  disordered  conditions  produced  by  it  on  the  lower  ani- 
mals in  the  experiments  of  Bartholow,  Ringer  and  Murrell,  may 
be  traced. 

The  following  summary  of  the  physiological  effects  of  the  drug, 
from  Dr.  Bartholow's  Treatise  on  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeu- 
tics, may  advantageously  precede  a  more  detailed  examination  of 
its  properties.     Dr.  Bartholow  aays  that — 

"  In  moderate  doses,  but  sufficient  to  produce  decided  physio- 
logical effects,  Gelsemium  causes  a  feeling  of  languor  and  mental 
calm,  slowing  of  the  action  of  the  heart,  drooping  of  the  eyelids, 
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dilatation  of  the  pupils  and  some  feebleness  of  muscular  move- 
ments. In  larger  doses  the  physiological  effects  are  as  follows: 
Vertigo,  double  vision,  amblyopia,  paralysis  of  the  levator  palpe- 
brsB,  so  that  the  upper  eyelid  cannot  be  raised,  dilated  pupil, 
labored  respiration,  in  consequence  of  a  paretic  state  of  the  respir- 
atory muscles,  slow  and  feeble  action  of  the  heart,  great  muscular 
weakness,  and  sensibility  to  plain  and  touch  much  reduced.  These 
effects  are  produced  in  about  half  an  hour  after  the  stomach 
administration,  and  last  two  or  three  hours,  when  they  subside. 
When  lethal  doses  are  taken  the  above-described  symptoms  occur 
in  a  more  intense  degree.  The  gait  is  at  first  staggering,  but  the 
power  of  muscular  movement  soon  ceases,  and  a  sense  of  numb- 
ness diffuses  over  the  body.  The  eyelids  close  (paralysis  of  the- 
levator),  the  pupils  dilate  widely,  vision  is  lost,  and  the  pupils- 
cease  to  respond  to  the  stimulus  of  light.  The  lower  jaw  drops, 
and  the  power  of  speech  is  lost  in  consequence  of  paralysis  of  the 
muscles  of  the  tongue.  The  respirations  are  labored,  shallow  and 
irregular;  the  action  of  the  heart  is  weak,  feeble  and  intermittent. 
Generally,  the  skin  is  covered  with  a  profuse  perspiration,  but  no 
other  evacuation  takes  place.  Death  occurs  from  asphyxia,  and 
the  action  of  the  heart  ceases  after  the  respiratory  movements. 
Consciousness  is  preserved  until  nearly  the  close,  and  until  carbonic 
poisoning  ensues." 

Dr.  Bartholow  adds  that  convulsions  never  occur.  Certainly 
fully  developed  convulsions  have  not  been  observed  in  man.  At 
the  same  time,  jerkings  of  different  muscles,  pains  described  as 
spasmodic,  with  great  and  well  marked  muscular  restlessness  have 
been  repeatedly  noticed;  while  in  the  experiments  of  Ringer  and 
Murrell  upon  frogs,  cats,  rabbits  and  dogs  with  the  alkaloid,  tetanic 
spasms  were  pretty  constant  phenomena.  In  all  experiments  upon 
man,  and  in  all  cases  of  poisoning,  either  the  liquid  extract  or 
tincture  has  been  used;  whereas  in  the  investigations  upon  the 
lower  animals  the  alkaloid  was  employed.  It  may  be  that  separa- 
tion of  this  from  the  other  constituents  of  the  drug  is  necessary  in 
order  to  produce  the  convulsive  or  tetanic  phenomena  fully  and 
completely. 

In  studying  in  detail  the  effects  produced  by  Gelsemiumy  and 
the  conditions  in  which  the  effects  indicate  it  as  a  remedy,  it  will 
be  convenient  to  consider  first  of  all  the  kind  of  febrile  action  it 
excites. 

Upon  the  circulation,  the  influence  of  Gelsemium  is  almost  uni- 
formly depressing.  The  pulse  becomes  slower,  and  while  full  is 
soft  and  compressible.  When  overwhelming  doses  have  been 
taken  it  is  small,  rapid  arid  weak.  At  the  same  time  rigors  have 
been  well  marked,  in  some  instances  so  much  so  as  to  have  sug- 
gested ague  as  their  cause.  The  sense  of  chill  is  soon  followed  by 
transient  heat,  with  pricking  in  the  skin,  and  this  again  by  profuse 
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I  now  proceed  to  point  out  the  cerebro-spinal  symptoms  of  Gel- 
semium.  And  first  of  all  let  me  draw  your  attention  to  the  kind 
of  headache  it  produces. 

We  first  notice  a  vertigo,  with  a  tendency  to  stagger,  aggravated 
by  any  movement,  as  being  one  of  the  most  constant  symptoms. 
It  is  often  described  as  "  swimming  in  the  head,"  and  is  associated 
with  indistinctness  of  vision.  A  dull  aching  pervades  the  head, 
with  throbbing  and  uneasiness  at  the  occiput.  Again,  the  head  is 
described  as  feeling  as  though  a  tight  band  encircled  it.  The  fore- 
head and  occiput  are  the  parts  where  the  most  severe  pain  is  felt, 
and  also  where  it  is  most  constant.  In  the  frontal  headache  the 
pain  is  pressive,  stitch-like,  and  shooting.  The  occipital  headache 
— that  in  which  Oelsemium  has  the  greatest  reputation  as  a  remedy 
— is  characterized  by  a  dull  heavy  pain,  with  a  tendency  to  throb- 
bing. It  extends  often  to  the  forehead.  In  one  of  Dr.  Ringer's 
provers  pain  was  experienced  over  the  occiput,  with  a  sensation  as 
though  the  crown  of  the  head  were  being  lifted  off  in  two  pieces. 
This  aching  pain  is  increased  by  movement  and  by  stooping,  and 
is  much  worse  towards  evening. 

That  the  occiput  is  the  part  of  the  head  for  which  Gelsemium  has 
an  especial  aflinity  is  clear  from  several  cases  of  poisoning.  Thus, 
Mr.  Parsons,  of  Bristol,  in  relating  his  own  case — that  of  an  acci- 
dental poisoning  from  a  drachm  of  the  fluid  extract — says  "  the 
most  marked  symptom,  and  one  which  possibly  would  indicate  the 
part  of  the  nervous  system  acted  on  by  the  poison,  was  a  persistent 
and  distressing  numbness  in  the  occipital  region,  which  lasted  for 
some  hours  after  consciousness  returned." 

The  form  of  headache,  then,  which  you  will  find  most  amenable 
to  Gelsemium  is  a  dull,  heavy,  aching  pain  in  the  occiput,  with 
heaviness  about  the  eyelids,  and  giddiness. 

Severe  as  the  pain  generally  is,  it  is  rarely  that  consciousness  is 
entirely  lost.  Even  in  fatal  cases  of  poisoning,  consciousness  has 
been  preserved  up  to  the  last.  Paralysis  is  a  very  general  result  of 
Gelsemiumy  but  it  is  not  connected  with  loss  of  consciousness,  as  is 
the  paralysis  of  Opium,  for  example. 

The  action  of  Gelsemium  on  the  eyeball  and  its  appendages  is  as 
interesting  from  a  physiological  point  of  view  as  it  is  of  therapeutic 
importance.  The  chief  phenomena  are  supra-orbital  neuralgic 
pains  of  a  drawing  character,  chiefly  over  the  right  eye;  ptosis, 
strabismus,  contracted  pupil  followed,  as  the  drug  is  pushed,  by 
dilatation;  great  confusion  of  vision  and  diplopia. 

The  careful  investigation  of  the  particular  tissues  so  irritated  by 
the  drug  as  to  produce  these  effects  forms  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting portions  of  Drs.  Ringer  and  Murrell's  papers  in  the  Lancet^ 
to  which  I  have  already  referred,  and  one  by  Mr.  Tweedy,  of  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital,  published  in  the  same  journal  on  the  9th  of 
June,  1877. 
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In  Allen's  Eficyclopcedia  the  condition  of  the  pupil  is  given  as 
one  of  dilatation,  while  Drs.  Ringer  and  Murrell  state  that  in  every 
instance,  save  one,  in  their  experiments,  when  the  drug  was  given 
bv  the  mouth  in  sufficient  quantity  to  produce  symptoms,  contrac- 
tion of  the  pupil  was  the  result.  In  the  former  record,  the  state  of 
the  pupil  is  given  as  that  which  followed  doses  of  a  poisonous 
character  only.  The  experiments  by  provers  having  been  made 
with  doses  too  small  to  influence  the  iris  in  any  way.  In  the  latter 
the  experimental  doses,  while  larger  than  those  used  by  the  Amer- 
ican provers,  were  much  smaller  than  such  as  are  capable  of 
exciting  dilatation. 

-  As  I  read  these  results,  it  appears  that  while  a  very  small  dose 
is  incapable  of  affecting  the  iris  in  any  way,  one  somewhat  larger 
irritates  the  third  nerve,  and  consequently  gives  rise  to  a  contracted 
pupii ;  while  one  yet  larger  paralyses  the  same  nerve,  and  therefore 
renders  the  pupil  dilated. 

Paralysis  of  the  third  nerve  is  further  evidenced  by  the  occur- 
rence of  ptosis. .  As  a  very  constant  effect  in  severe  cases  we  have 
"drooping  eyelids;"  "eyelids  partially  closed  and  motionless;" 
"eyelids  half-closed,  with  apparent  inability  to  move  them; "  "eyes 
close  in  spite  of  his  efforts  to  the  contrary  when*  looking  steadily 
at  anything."  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale  mentions  one  instance  in  which  a 
prover  had  a  constant  inclination  to  squint,  although  Drs.  Ringer 
and  Murrell  did  not,  in  their  very  carefully  made  observations, 
detect  any  obvious  squinting.  Still  the  occurrence  of  diplopia, 
which  is  very  generally  caused  by  a  squint,  albeit  in  many  of  the 
most  troublesome  cases  so  slight  as  to  give  rise  to  but  little  percep- 
tible deviation  of  the  faulty  eye,  proves  that  more  or  less  paralysis 
of  the  ocular  muscles  does  occur,  while  the  involvement  of  the 
external  rectus  shows  that  the  sixth  as  well  as  the  third  nerve 
becomes  paralysed. 

Drs.  Ringer  and  Murrell  have  very  carefully  studied  the  Gelse- 
mium  diplopia.  They  notice  two  forms  of  it,  the  one  transient, 
the  other  persistent.  The  former  they  describe  as  a  passing  phe- 
nomenon— appearing,  disappearing,  and  reappearing  every  few 
minutes.  Sometimes,  they  say,  the  patient  was  conscious  that 
diplopia  was  coming  on.  Thus  one  woman  remarked^ — "I  know  it 
is  now  coming  on;  I  feel  such  a  heavy  weight  under  ray  upper  eye- 
lid." The  double  vision  then  came  on,  and,  with  the  heaviness, 
ceased  in  a  few  seconds.  This  patient's  description  of  the  perver- 
sion of  the  vision  was  noted,  and  was  as  follows:  "One  gas  jet 
appears  about  six  inches  above  the  other,  and  there  are  six  inches 
between  them  horizontally;  the  upper  one  is  to  the  left;  now  the 
right  is  uppermost;  into  the  left  slightly  again;  going  over  to  right 
now  again;  exactly  over  one  another  now,  and  quite  close  together; 
now  again  separated,  left  the  highest;  now  over  one  another." 
With  other  cases  the  two  images  seemed  to  be  on  a  level.     The 
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transient  form  sometimes  occurred  alone,  and  sometimes  preceded 
the  more  constant.  In  the  latter  the  phenomena  followed  a  definite 
order.  They  occurred  first  with  objects  held  at  the  extreme  right 
or  left  of  the  visual  field,  and  as  the  patient  passed  more  under  the 
influence  of  the  drug,  then  with  objects  held  nearer  and  nearer  the 
middle  line;  and  at  last,  usually  for  a  short  time,  only  objects  in 
the  median  vertical  plane  seemed  double.  As  the  effect  of  the 
drug  wore  off  the  double  vision  disappeared  in  the  inverse  order. 
"With  well  developed  diplopia,"  the  observer  noticed  "impaired 
movement  of  the  eye-ball,  chiefly  affecting,  as  far  as  we  could 
ascertain,  the  external  and  internal  recti  muscles — especially  the 
external,  for  the  outward  and  inward  movement  of  the  eyeball  was 
less  free  than  before  the  action  of  the  medicine.  The  ball  appears 
to  be  moved  by  a  greater  effort,  so  that  when  carried  as  far  as  the 
weakened  muscles  are  capable,  the  ball  oscillates,  as  though  the 
patient  with  a  great  effort  moved  it  as  far  as  he  could,  and  then  the 
tired  muscle  gave  way  a  little;  but  being  roused  to  an  effort,  they 
carried  the  eye  back  again;  the  frequent  repetition  of  this  effort 
giving  rise  to  an  oscillation." 

The  experiments  made  by  Drs.  Ringer  and  Murrell  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  source  of  the  disturbance  resulting  in  these  phenom- 
ena clearly  show  that  it  is  of  central  origin.  Clinically  Dr.  Hale 
had  long  since  come  to  the  same  conclusion.  In  his  monograph  on 
this  drug,  published  in  1862,  he  wrote  that  it  was  in  ptosis  and 
diplopia  depending  upon  cerebral  congestion  that  Gelsemium  would 
prove  curative;  and  such  has  proved  to  be  the  case.  At  the  same 
time.  Dr.  Norton,  of  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  has 
deduced  from  these  afid  other  symptoms  indications  for  its  use  in 
serous  iritis  and  choroiditis,  in  paresis  or  paralysis  of  any  of  the 
ocular  muscles,  and  in  asthenopia  dependent  upon  weakness  of  the 
external  recti  muscles.  "  The  condition,"  says  Dr.  Norton,  "  which 
indicates  Gelsemium  is  usually  one  of  stolid  indifference  to  exter- 
n.al  irritants,  in  which  respect  it  stands  in  marked  contrast  to  Coni- 
um,  whose  paralytic  symptoms  are  characterized  by  great  reflex 
irritability,  photophobia,  etc." 

The  intimate  dependence  of  the  symptoms  of  disordered  health, 
noticed  in  the  respiratory  sphere  with  such  as  are  cerebral,  both  ia 
poisoning  by  and  in  experiments  with  Gelsemium,,  renders  it  desir- 
able to  consider  them  before  passing  to  a  study  of  its  action  on  the 
spinal  cord. 

The  most  constant  and  characteristic  phenomenon  in  the  action 
of  Gelsemium  upon  respiration  is  the  peculiar  slowness  of  the  pro- 
cess which  it  sets  up.  The  breathing  is  described  as  slow,  heavy, 
gasping  and  sobbing;  as  being  slow  and  irregular,  and  attended 
with  great  prostration.  At  the  same  time  there  is  a  slight  cough, 
as  if  a  drop  of  fluid  has  entered  the  windpipe,  with  frequent  clear- 
ing of  the  throat;  soreness  in  and  some  degree  of  tightness  of  the 
chest. 
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taken  two  spoonfuls  of  the  fluid  extract,  it  is  said — "  he  staggered, 
reeling  from  one  room  to  another,  as  if  intoxicated,"  while  the 
thoroughness  of  the  paralysis  induced  is  seen  in  another  case, 
where  "complete  relaxation  of  the  whole  muscular  system  with 
entire  motor  paralysis "  was  induced.  In  another  instance,  when 
an  infusion  of  the  root  had  been  taken  in  mistake,  "  there  was  com- 
plete loss  of  muscular  power,  he  was  unable  to  raise  his  eyelids  or 
to  move  his  limbs,  although  he  was  perfectly  cognizant  of  all  that 
was  going  on  around  him." 

The  experiments  of  Drs.  Ringer  and  Murrell  help  us  very  mate- 
rially in  defining  aright  the  cause  of  these  paralytic  symptoms. 
The  question  they  set  themselves  to  solve  was  whether  Gelsemium 
paralysed  by  its  effect  on  the  brain,  the  cord,  the  motor  or  sensory 
nerves,  or  the  muscles.  By  a  very  exhaustive  argument,  based 
upon  the  results  of  their  experiments,  they  show  that  both  reflex 
and  voluntary  movements  are  destroyed  by  the  influence  of  the 
drug  upon  the  spinal  cord. 

It  is,  therefore,  in  cases  of  motor  spinal  paralysis,  where  sensa- 
tion is  comparatively  little  affected,  that  you  will  find  Gelsemium 
useful. 

Again,  symptoms  of  cramp  and  loss  of  power  are  distinctly 
marked  in  the  muscles  of  the  forearm,  and  these,  as  was  originally 
suggested  by  Dr.  Galley  Blackley  {Homceopathic  Review,  vol.  xx., 
p.  80),  render  it  likely  to  prove  a  reliable  remedy  in  writer's  cramp.* 

Further,  Gelsemium  has  given  rise  to  symptoms  resembling  those 
which  characterize  some  cases  of  neuralgia,  such,  e.  ^.,  as  sciatica. 

Dr.  Douglass  says  that  in  his  own  provings — and  he  took  tolera- 
bly stiff  doses — he  frequently  experienced  "a  succession  of  acute, 
sudden  darting  pains,  evidently  running  along  single  nerve 
branches,  in  almost  every  part  of  the  body  and  limbs,  sometimes 
so  sudden  and  acute  as  to  make  him  start;  at  one  time  a  succession 
of  these  acute  and  sudden  pains  coursed  down  the  outside  and 
front  of  the  tibia  for  over  half-an-hour,  leaving  a  considerable  line 
of  tenderness  marking  their  track."  In  this  description  you  have 
indications  of  the  probable  value  of  Gelsemium  in  some  forms  of 
neuralgia — such  as  I  have  heard  patients  describe  as  "  neuralgia 
everywhere."  It  is  most  commonly  met  with  in  cases  where  inter- 
mittent fever  has  been  prolonged  and  severe — as  for  example  in 
patients  returning  from  India. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  case  of  poisoning  by  Gelsemium,  of 
which  tetanic  convulsions  has  been  a  feature;  but  Drs.  Ringer  and 
Murrell,  in  their  experiments  upon  frogs,  produced  very  marked 
tetanic  spasm,  and  therefore  I  must  briefly  refer  to  it. 

It  seems  that  the  tetanic-like  spasm  of  Gelsemium.  is  its  ultimate 
effects.     Drs.  Ringer  and  Murrell  say  that  "the  tetanic  is  always 

-- ,*Thi8  point  is  illustrated  by  Dr.  Blackley  in  two  interesting  case 4  reported  by  him  in 
Oils  number  of  the  Review. 
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These  indications  will  suffice  to  show  you  the  kind  of  tetanus  in 
which  Gelsemium  may  be — I  do  not  say  is,  for  experiments  made 
on  frogs  are  not  as  reliable,  therapeutically,  as  those  on  man — in 
which  Gelsemium  may  be  indicated. 

Another  important  point  brought  out  by  these  experiments  is 
the  antagonism  which  exists  between  the  poisons  Strychnia  and 
Gelsemium,  These  experiments,  especially  one  of  them,  show 
distinctly  that  when  tetanus  has  been  fully  established  in  the  frog, 
it  is  suppressed  in  from  twenty-five  to  ninety  minutes  after  an 
injection  of    Gelsemium, 

Whether  this  is  adequate  to  authorize  the  use  of  Gelsemium  in 
oases  of  Strychnia  poisoning  is  a  question;  one  which  might  be 
advantageously  investigated  on  the  dog. 

Passing  now  from  the  direct  action  of  Gelsemium  upon  the 
nerve  centres,  I  come  to  the  consideration  of  its  influence  upon 
several  of  the  organs  of  the  body,  in  which  you  will  see  some  of 
the  consequences  of  the  kind  of  action  we  have  bfeen  studying. 
On  the  uterus  it  has  a  much  more  decided  influence  than  the  scanty 
indications  of  its  power  over  that  organ,  derived  from  experiments 
on  healthy  women,  would  at  first  sight  seem  to  indicate.  Almost 
the  only  experiment  which  points  to  its  uterine  action  is  thus 
described: 

"  Severe  pain  in  the  forehead  and  vertex,  with  dimness  of  vision, 
roaring  in  the  ears,  a  sensation  of  enlargement  of  the  head  and  a 
wild  feeling — a  compression  almost  amounting  to  delirium.  The 
pain  in  the  head,  which  was  of  a  pressing  heavy  nature,  would  at 
times  disappear,  the  concomitant  symptoms  being  at  the  same  time 
ameliorated,  and  severe,  sharp,  labor-like  pains  would  set  in  in  the 
uterine  region,  extending  to  the  back  and  hips;  these  pains  would 
in  turn  leave,  and  the  pain  in  the  head  would  recur  immediately 
after." 

This  description  of  the  kind  of  uterine  suffering  produced  by 
Gelsemium  points  to  its  neuralgic  origin.  It  is,  then,  first  of  all, 
in  purely  neuralgic  dysmenorrhoea  that  it  is  useful.  I  have  already 
discussed  with  you  the  action  of  this  drug  on  the  spinal  cord  and 
on  the  nerves  issuing  therefrom,  producing,  as  we  have  seen,  both 
pain  and  spasm.  Hence,  with  this  general  knowledge  derived  from 
various  sources,  and  the  special  information  afforded  by  Dr.  Hale's 
prover,  we  are  warranted  in  using  Gelsemium  as  a  remedy  in  cases 
of  neuralgic  dysmenorrhoBa  characterized  by  extremely  sharp  and 
severe  pain,  radiating  from  the  cervix  as  a  centre  to  the  back,  hips 
and  thighs.  Give  five  drops  of  the  first  decimal  dilution  as  soon 
as  the  pain  is  felt,  and  repeat  it  if  necessary.  Experience  says 
that  more  than  two  or  three  doses  will  rarely  be  required. 

There  is  less  reason  for  supposing  Gelsem,ium.  likely  to  relieve 
congestive  dysmenorrhoea,  but  it  has  been  used  here  too,  and  Dr. 
Dyce  Brown  regards  it  as  of  equal  value  in  both  forms.  In  well- 
marked  mechanical  dysmenorrhcea  Dr.  Brown  has  also  used  it  with 
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GOOD  HEALTH  RESULTS  FROM  SANITARY  WORK 

Sanitary  authorities  have  claimed  that  the  sanitary  work  which 
they  have  recommended  to  be  done  as  a  preparation  far  cholera — 
such  as  preventing  and  abating  nuisances;  attending  to  drains,, 
sewers,  privies  and  cesspools;  cleaning  up  generally,  and  unusual 
carefulness  in  regard  to  foods  and  drinks — would  reduce  the  sick- 
ness and  deaths  from  other  diseases,  even  if  cholera  did  not  come. 
The  weekly  reports  for  July,  1885,  to  the  Michigan  State  Board  of 
Health,  by  physicians  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  indicate  that 
this  claim  is  being  realized  in  Michigan,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
lessened  sickness  — it  having  been  lessened  from  nearly  every  dis- 
ease, and  greatly  lessened  from  fevers  and  from  diarrhoeal  and  other 
diseases  believed  to  be  especially  influenced  by  sanitary  conditions; 
and  this  is  true  notwithstanding  the  meteorological  conditions  in 
that  month  were  rather  more  than  usually  unfavorable  to  health. 
It  is  proper  to  state,  however,  that  the  sickness  in  any  month  is 
influenced  by  the  meteorological  conditions  in  the  preceding 
month,  and  that  the  meteorological  conditions  in  June,  1886,  were 
favorable  to  health. 

Observations  in  Michigan  for  many  years  have  shown  that  in 
July  the  meteorological  conditions  especially  unfavorable  to  health 
are:  high  temperature,  excessive  humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  and 
deficiency  of  ozone.     The  bulletin  of  "  Health  in  Michigan,  July, 
1886,"  says:  "For  the  month   of  July,   1886,  compared  with  the 
average  of  corresponding  months  for  the  seven  years,  1879-1885, 
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siye  fermentation,  as  it  may  be  called,  a  large  amount  of  butyric 
acid  is  formed,  and  this  in  the  presence  of  the  casein  of  the  cheese 
is  capable  of  developing  a  poison.  Different  samples  of  poisonous 
cheese  contain  different  amounts  of  the  poison.  The  same  weight 
of  cheese  from  one  cake  furnished  three  times  as  much  poison  as 
that  from  another  cake.  The  poison  was  obtained  in  long  needle- 
shaped  crystals,  which  are  freely  soluble  in  water,  chloroform, 
alcohol  and  ether.  The  smallest  visible  fragment  of  a  crystal 
placed  upon  the  end  of  the  tongue,  causes  a  sharp,  stinging  pain 
at  the  point  of  application,  and  in  a  few  minutes  dryness  and  con- 

• 

striction  of  the  throat.  A  slightly  larger  amount  produced  nausea, 
vomiting  and  diarrhoBa.  The  poison  is  volatile  at  the  temperature 
of  boiling  water,  and  for  this  reason  even  poisonous  cheese  may  be 
eaten  with  impunity  after  being  cooked.  The  substance  has  also 
a  marked,  pungent  odor,  and  through  the  nose  one  can  obtain 
sufficient  of  the  volatile  poison  to  produce  dryness  of  the  throat. 
This  is  true,  however,  only  of  the  isolated  poison.  In  the  cheese 
the  taste  and  odor  of  the  poison  are  both  modified  to  such  an  extent 
that  they  would  not  be  recognized,  as  has  already  been  stated. 

The  first  step  in  the  study  of  cheese  poisoning  has  now  been 
taken,  by  finding  out  what  the  poison  is.  Efforts  will  be  made  to 
ascertain  the  means  for  preventing  its  formation. 


How  TO  Keep  the  Children  Quiet.  (Sanitarian.') — An  old 
lady  used  to  say  that  "  the  best  way  to  keep  children  quiet  is  to 
give  them  something  to  make  a  noise  with."  The  certain  way  to 
keep  the  nei*ves  quiet  is  to  give  them  a  little  healthy  action,  and 
nothing  is  medicine  to  them  better  than  laughing  and  romping, 
even  though  it  may  be  a  little  boisterous.  Let  us  get  all  the 
honest  pleasure  we  can  out  of  this  vacation,  always  remembering 
that, 

•*  Pleasure 's  not  a  sin, 
But  sometimes  sin's  a  pleasure.'' 
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urjerj. 


BORO-GLTCERIDE.* 

Bt  w.  thobnton  fabeer,  h.  d.,  a.  s. 

Prof.  U.  8.  Marine  Hospital  Servloe,  etc,  Cape  CSiarles  Quarantliie. 


A  very  interesting  communication  from  Vienna,  concerning  the 
use  of  iodoform  in  I'rofessor  Billroth's  Clinic,  which  appeared  in 
the  Medical  Record^  February  7th,  1885,  has  induced  me  to  bring 
into  notice,  for  the  fourth  time,  the  valuable  antiseptic  properties 
of  boro-glyceride.  We  are  informed  that  Prof.  Billroth  considers 
iodoform  the  "  best  and  most  antiseptic,"  and  prefers  it  to  the 
hydrargyrum  bichloridum  because  the  latter  discolored  the  instru- 
ments and  destroyed  their  polish,  and  Professor  Billroth  takes  the 
utmost  care  of  his  instruments.  By  constant  use  of  the  bichloride, 
even  in  weak  solutions,  the  hands  of  the  operator  soon  become 
unfit  for  delicate  operations  where  a  nice  sense  of  touch  is  required. 
The  skin  on  the  hands  and  especially  about  the  tips  of  the  fingers 
is  hardened,  cracked,  fissured  and  sore.  But  the  principal  objec- 
tion of  Professor  Billroth  was  that  many  cases  of  mercurial  poison- 
ing had  occurred  with  the  use  of  this  antiseptic.  Some  of  these 
eases  had  resulted  fatally. 

So  much  for  the  hydrargyrum  hichZoridum  antiseptic.  Person- 
ally, I  have  had  little  experience  with  it,  because  I  never  had  the 
lea^t  confidence  in  it,  neither  did  I  believe  that  the  theory  of  its 
being  an  antiseptic  at  all  was  ever  founded  on  a  solid  basis.  Bill- 
roth, to  lead  in  the  wholesale  denunciation,  is  indeed  the  beginning 
of  the  end  "of  its  short  existence." 

Of  the  three  great  antiseptics;  carbolic  acid  is  undoubtedly 
superior  to  either  the  bichloride  of  mercury  or  the  iodoform;  and 
Billroth,  with  all  his  confidence  in  iodoform,  uses  the  carbolic  acid 
also.  "Before  applying  any  dressing,  the  wound  and  the  parts 
surrounding  it  are  always  thoroughly  irrigated  with  a  one  per  cent 
solution  of  carbolic  acid."     This  little  fact  proves  that  the  great 

*  Bee  New  York  Medical  Record,  September  23d,  18S2;  Amer.  Journal  of   Obstetric* 
February,  1884;  Philadelphia  Med.  Times,  September  20, 1884. 
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surgeon  has  some  lingering  doubt  about  iodoform  being  the  best 
antiseptic,  and  even  clings  to  the  bichloride,  in  combination  with 
iodoform  in  some  operations.  Professor  Carl  Braun,  in  a  Porro 
operation  (reported  in  the  communication  from  which  I  have  been 
quoting),  used  a  combination  of  iodoform  and  bichloride.  An 
antiseptic,  to  deserve  the  name,  and  to  command  confidence,  must 
be  able  to  stand  alone^  must  be  able  to  protect  the  patient  from 
external  dangers,  and  render  the  use  of  poisonous  substances  like 
carbolic  acid,  iodoform  and  hydrargyrum  bichloridum  entirely 
superfluous. 

In  the  use  of  boro-glyceride,  we  have  all  that  can  be  desired  as 
an  antiseptic — safety  and  efficiency.  It  has  been  shown  that  the 
bichloride  does  not  supply  either  of  these  desirable  conditions. 
Concerning  iodoform,  our  informant  writes  that,  "  In  almost  all  of 
the  operative  cases  in  the  surgical  wards,  within  twenty-four  hours 
a  yellow  color  appeared  in  the  urine,  a  slight  odor  of  iodoform  in 
the  breath,  and  a  faint  taste  of  iodoform  was  present."  Cases  of 
poisoning  were  characterized  by  gastric  symptoms,  increase  of  the 
above  symptoms,  slight  nausea  and  vomiting  and  headache.  "  The 
severe  form  of  iodoform  poisoning  usually  proves  fatal." 

As  an  old  pupil  of  Professor  Billroth,  I  cannot  restrain  my  sur- 
prise that,  with  these  facts  recognized,  iodoform  should  be  con- 
sidered the  best  antiseptic.  Certainly  these  are  verj  dangerous, 
and,  to  say  the  least,  highly  unfavorable  symptoms  to  follow  the 
use  of  the  "best  antiseptic."  And  the  worst  of  it  is,  that  these 
statements  are  true  ;  nay  more,  they  underestimate  the  dangers  of 
this  antiseptic.  In  Professor  Brun's  surgical  wards  in  Tubingen, 
where,  in  1882,  the  iodoform  craze  was  at  its  height,  the  poisonous 
effects  of  iodoform  were  everywhere  present  and  commented  on. 
I  have  to  my  own  satisfaction,  in  many  European  hospitals,  proved* 
the  danger  to  be  expected  from  iodoform,  and  I  dread  it  more  than 
carbolic  acid,  but  not  so  much  as  the  evils  I  have  feared  in  the  use 
of  the  bichloride. 

Not  only  is  the  wound  surface  poisoned,  and  the  patient 
depressed  by  the  use,  but  the  air  of  the  entire  ward  is  injured  by 
the  presence  of  even  one  case  treated  by  iodoform.  Every  surgeon 
recognizes  the  importance  of  the  largest  supply  possible  of  iresh 
air.  What  can  we  expect  with  the  surgical  ward  stinking  with 
iodoform  ?  If  we  must  employ  one  of  the  three  great  antiseptics, 
let  us  return  to  that  used  by  the  inventor  and  profector  of  anti-^ 
septic  surgery.  Lister,  and  use  his  carbolic  acid.  In  boro-glyceride, 
we  have  a  remedy  safe  and  well  known,  and  if  properly  selected 
and  applied,  no  results  could  be  more  satisfactory  to  patient  or 
surgeon.  It  is  not  fair  to  condemn  it  because  it  is  expensive.  Its 
use  as  an  antiseptic  is  thus  described  by  Dr.  Barwell,  Senior  Sur- 
geon of  the  Charing-Cross  Hospital,  in  the  British  Medical  Jour- 
?ial,  August  26,  1882: 
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"The  operation  completed,  the  wound  is  thoroughly  mopped 
arid  sponged  with  a  five  per  cent,  solution  of  boro-glyceride  in 
water,  or  in  case  of  a  cup-shaped  wound,  I  fill  it  with  the  solution." 

"  After  this  wound  is  stitched,  it  is  covered  with  eight  or  ten 
layers  of  lint,  and  when  necessary,  as  in  amputations,  also  with  a 
light  bandage,  similarly  soaked.  The  whole  is  then  enveloped  in 
thin  mackintosh  (gossamer  rubber  cloth).  If  no  oozing  takes  place, 
there  is  no  need  for  dressing  again  for  three  or  four  days — some- 
times for  more.  When  the  dressing  is  moved,  all  parts  of  the 
wound,  when  the  lips  have  been  adjusted,  are  found  united  or 
uniting,  according  to  the  time  elapsed,  the  surrounding  skin  being 
free  from  redness  or  irritation;  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  soft  and 
white,  like  that  of  a  baby." 

"  In  the  Charing  Cross  Hospital  I  had  the  opportunity  of  com- 
paring the  carbolic,  iodoform  and  boro-glyceride  surgical  dressings. 
It  is  fair  to  say  that  the  worst  cases  were  given  to  boro-glyceride, 
but  with  the  most  gratifying  results.  The  wounds  have  a  healthy 
and  cleanly  appearance,  healing  rapidly,  and  the  whole  condition 
of  the  patient  seems  to  be  better  under  this  mode  of  treatment." — 
W,  Thornton  Parker^  M,  2>.,  in  ^^Medical  Record,'*'* 

The  proportion  useful  in  surgery  is  one  part  of  boro-glyceride  to 
twenty  or  thirty  of  warm  water.  /  Such  a  solution  is  inodorous, 
has  a  slight  saltish  taste,  and  is  quite  unirritating  to  a  wounded 
surface.  Under  its  use,  wounds  of  all  kinds  do  extremely  well, 
and  heal  fully  as  readily  as  under  carbolic  acid  dressings,  over 
which  boro-glyceride  has  the  advantage  that  it  does  not  irritate  the 
wound  or  the  surrounding  skin,  and  that  it  is,  so  far  as  is  known, 
entirely  innocuous  when  applied  to  a  wounded  surface. 

In  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Times^  September  20th,  1884,  I 
have  taken  occasion  to  warn  those  who  intend  to  experiment  with 
the  new,  and  as  I  believe,  really  best  antiseptic — to  procure  only 
the  best.  There  are  many  preparations  of  boro-glyceride  for  sale, 
and  few  of  these  are  worth  using.  By  using  inferior  preparations, 
surgeons  have  been  discouraged  and  have  reported  unfavorably. 

If  I  have  not  been  misinformed,  much  of  the  delay  in  bringing 
boro-glyceride  into  general  use  has  been  caused  by  the  grasping 
demands  of  the  inventor  for  "  royalties  "  in  its  manufacture.  So 
much  has  been  asked  on  this  account,  of  our  American  chemists, 
that  they  cannot  afford  its  manufacture,  and  without  paying  roy- 
alty they  are  of  course  liable  to  prosecution.  To  remedy  this,  it 
has  been  proposed  to  coin  another  name  for  a  mixture  of  boracic 
acid  and  glycerin.  If  boro-glyceride  is  the  valuable  antiseptic  it 
is  claimed  to  be,  the  obstacle  to  its  use  in  this  country  should  be 
speedily  removed.  It  has  certainly  proved  itself  already  as  excel- 
lent as  either  of  the  three  reigning  antiseptics,  with  the  advantage 
of  possessing  none  of  their  dangerous  properties. 
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ON  THE  SURGICAL  TREATMENT  OF  ASTHMATIC  CON- 
DITIONS. 

The  Therapeutic  Gazette  says:  Hack,  of  Freiburg,  speaking 
before  the  Medical  Congress  at  Wiesbaden  (April  11,  1885),  com- 
municated his  experience  of  nearly  six  hundred  cases  of  asthmatic 
conditions  (Beilage  zum  CentrlbL  hi,  M.,  No.  20,  1885). 

In  all  these  cases  a  reflex  neurosis  can  be  found,  either  present  or 
having  existed  some  time  previous.  The  nose  was  invariably  the 
center  of  the  reflex  irritation.'  In  eighty-one  cases  in  which  nasal 
obstruction  alone  called  for  surgical  interference,  it  became  evident 
that  with  the  increase  of  chronic  hyperplastic  rhinitis,  all  neurotic 
conditions,  especially  asthma,  in  spite  of  long  existence,  had  dis- 
appeared spontaneously.  Hack  holds  that  reflex  neuroses  may 
originate  whenever  the  nose  is  the  seat  of  hyperplastic  conditions. 
In  cases  where  the  mucous  membrane  alone  is  affected,  the  usual 
catarrhal  treatment  with  astringents  and  stimulants  ordinarily  suf- 
fices to  suppress  the  neurosis,  while  neuroses  depending  upon  hyper- 
plasia of  the  deeper  cavernous  structures  invariably  require  surgi- 
cal attendance, — i.  e,,  destruction  of  the  cavernous  tissues. 


ON  ATMOSPHERIC  PRESSURE  IN   PNEUMATIC  CHAM- 
BERS IN  ASTHMA.* 

Although  the  proper  understanding  of  the  laws  of  pneumostatic 
pressure  without  and  within  the  body  has  given  rise  to  various  con- 
trivances intended  to  utilize  atmospheric  or  reduced  pressure  for 
therapeutic  purposes,  they  found,  like  other  procedures  lacking 
simplicity,  but  little  practical  employment.  Liebig,  of  Reichenhall, 
at  the  Wiesbaden  Congress  insisted  upon  the  priceless  advantages 
to  be  gained  from  the  pneumatic  chambers  in  cases  of  serious  asth- 
matic difficulties. 

The  desired  effects  in  the  treatment  of  asthma  with  a  pneumatic 
apparatus  are: 

1.  To  facilitate  inspiration,  viz.,  to  take  a  deeper  breath,  or  to 
increase  the  capacity  of  the  lung  to  hold  air. 

2.  The  after-effect,  namely,  to  render  the  improved  respiration 
permanent. 

The  rapid  appearance  of  an  easier  respiration  of  dyspnoea 
patients  is  very  striking  when  exposed  to  the  heightened  pressure 
of  the  pneumatic  chamber.  The  absolute  length  and  depth  of  the 
inspiration  show  a  sudden  increase,  though  on  a  closer  examination 
this  prolongation  of  the  respiratory  act  is  solely  due  to  the  retarded 
and  lengthened  expiration,  while  the  inspiratory  act  will  be  found 
actually  to  be  shortened.     The  physical  causes  of  these  phenomena 

*  Therapeutic  Gazette. 
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are  very  plain.  The  facilitated  inspiration  depends  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  equalization  between  the  high  external  and  low  internal 
pressure  rendering  the  act  both  easy  and  quick,  while  the  retarded 
and  deepened  expiration  depends  upon  the  greater  resistance  which 
the  expired  air  finds  from  without,  and  the  consequent  retardation 
of  the  pneumonic  contractions. 

The  consequent  functional  increase  of  the  lung-structure  extends 
even  to  the  finest  bronchioles,  and  permits  thus  of  a  quicker  admis- 
sion of  air  into  the  air-cells.  This  is  an  additional  cause  for  the 
facilitated  inspiration. 

The  intended  after-effect,  viz.,  permanency  of  the  improved  res- 
piration, is  largely  affected  by  the  elastic  properties  of  the  lung- 
structures  preventing  their  return  to  former  dimensions  after 
repeated  extension  within  normal  limits. 

The  susceptibility  of  lung-extension  is  various  with  different 
persons,  those  showing  greater  indifference  towards  the  pneumatic 
process  requiring  a  longer  time  of  active  treatment,  as  the  element 
of  habit  plays  an  important  r61e  in  this  connection. 

In  catarrhal  swelling  of  the  bronchi,  the  increased  suction-power 
of  the  extended  lung-structures  decreases  the  bronchial  congestion 
and  retards  the  circulation.  Chronic  bronchial  catarrh  is  likewise, 
though  of  course  less  rapidly,  improved  by  the  pneumatic  chambers. 

The  practical  demonstration  oi  an  artificially  prepared  circulatory 
apparatus,  showing  the  effects  of  the  pneumatic  chambers,  lent  no 
doubt  additional  force  and  power  of  conviction  to  Liebig's  inter- 
esting remarks. 

Curschmann,  of  Hamburg,  Riegel,  of  Bonn,  Frankel,  of  Berlin, 
Donders,  of  Utrecht,  Hecker,  of  Johannisberg,  and  Schmidt,  of 
Frankfort,  took  part  in  the  subsequenj;  discussion  on  the  etiology, 
pathology,  and  therapeutics  of  asthma.  We  regret  that  lack  of 
space  prevents  us  from  abstracting  their  remarks  in  detail.  The 
original  essays  on  the  subject  can  all  be  found  in  the  special  sup- 
plement of  May  20,  1885,  to  the  Centralblatt  f,  kl.  Medizin. 

Curschmann  speaks  of  the  treatment  of  asthma  in  two  directions: 

1.  To  remove  the  single  paroxysm. 

2.  To  eliminate  the  etiological  factors. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  paroxysm,  the  narcotics,  morphine  and 
chloral,  are  of  course  our  greatest  aids.  Next  in  importance  are  the 
preparations  of  belladonna  and  the  vapors  of  stramonium,  hyoscya- 
mus,  and  saltpetre-paper.  Cocaine  is  recommendable  whenever  the 
asthma  is  a  reflex  symptom,  radiating  from  a  directly  accessible 
mucous  membrane.  This  remedy  may  perhaps  also  be  of  value 
as  a  prophylactic  in  hay -fever  (hay  asthma).  In  exudative  bron- 
chitis, iodide  of  potassium  gives  often  good  results.  The  pneu- 
matic and  operative  methods  of  treatment  have  been  referred  to 
above.  In  conclusion,  reference  was  made  to  the  so-called  "spiral 
fibres,"  an  almost  constant  constituent  of  the  expectoration  of  asth- 
matic patients  ;  they  are  usually,  termed  Curschmann's  spirals,  and 
form,  in  connection  with  Leyden's  crystals,  an  almost  characteristic 
element  of  a  pathognomonic  value  for  asthma,  excepting  those 
form&  which  emanate  through  reflex  irritation  from  the  nose. 
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E.  A.  LODGE,  Sb.,  HD.,  ORCHARD  LAKE,  MICH..  GENERAL  BDITOB. 


"THE  DOCTOR  TALKS"— TOO  MUCH. 

"Speech  is  silvern,  silence  is  golden."  How  we  forget  thatt 
Here  is  "  Selah  "  (whose  initials  I  can  give  "  to  a  ^  " )  ruined  by 
over-much  "talk."  Alas!  poor  "Selah,"  he  has  "given  himself 
away  "  irredeemably.  Poor  "  Selah,"  he  has  left  his  scalp-lock  at 
the  mercy  of  any  owner  of  Dunglison's  Dictionary  \  And  such  a 
remissness  in  one,  who  essayed  to  be  a  satirist!  Unhappy  "Selah,'*" 
"  ruined  by  [not]  Chinee  cheap  labor."  Like  the  eagle  of  the 
classical  poet,  he  grewfthe  feather  that  winged  the  shaft  that  slew 
him! 

Here  is  his  unpremeditated/e^o-cfe-^e,  his  involuntary -Sari- JKxrt: 

"  What  a  relief  it  is  to  a  physician,  when  reading  a  secular  paper 
to  come  upon  some  rich  morsel  of  medical  wisdom,  with  which  to 
season  his  intellectual  food."^ 

"  Here  is  a  specimen  of  the  kind.  It  is  stuck  in  one  corner  of  a 
highly-respectable  daily,  which  comes  to  my  breakfast-table  as  fra- 
grant and  fresh  as  the  aroma  of  my  morning's  cup  of  coffee.  It 
reads  like  this: 

A  New  Cure  for  Indigestion. — ^Under  this  heading  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Jowmal  states  that  'a  *  gentleman  of  seden- 
tary life,  who  has  long  been  indisposed  with  indigestion,  the  hypo- 
ehondriac  passion — ' 

"Stop  a  moment.  ^Hypochondriac  passion\^  I&nt  that  goodt 
What  a  multitude  of  sins  pathological  a  man  carries  concealed  beneath 
liis  hypochondrium\  And  now  some  fellow  in  Boston  is  going -to 
make  it  the  abiding-place  of  a  newly-discovered  passionX    I  wish 
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that  these  medical  and  surgical  journals  would  confine  themselves 
to  the  nosology  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians.  Then  a  man 
might  be  able  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times,  but  if  one  is  to  get  up 
one  morning  and  find  that  a  *  hypochondriac  passion'  has  been  added 
to  the  category  of  diseases  during  the  night,  who  can  assure  him, 
that  on  the  following  morning  he  may  not  read  that  *  a  gentleman 
in  Podunk  has  long  been  prostrated  by  rheumatism  of  the  Pineal 
gland?' " 

As  Artemus  Ward's  emigrant  exclaimed  on  returning  from  a  jour- 
ney and  finding  his  wife  and  children,  whom  marauding  Indians 
had  scalped.     "This  is  too  ridiculous!  " 

Here  is  a  would-be  satirist,  who  makes  it  his  mission  to  correct 
the  errors  and  vagaries  of  sundry  homoeopathic  physicians,  stumb- 
ling over  a  medical  term  that  is  centuries  old.  He  deems  it "  a  newly- , 
discovered  passionl  "  To  his  astonished  eyes  this  ancient,  and  time- 
honored  and  well-known  name  is  something  that  "  has  been  added 
to  the  category  of  diseases  during  the  night!  " 

Will  the  effervescent  "Selah"  borrow  a  copy  of  Dunglison's 
Dictionary  and  ^urn  to  the  word  Passio — he  will  soon  find  p,  hypo- 
chondriaca,  and  he  will  doubtless  be  delighted  to  learn  that  it  means- 
in  the  veniacular,*  "hypochondriac  passion, "and  that  the  "hypochon- 
driac passion,"  of  a  Boerhaave,  a  Van  Swieten,  a  Willis,  and  a 
Sydenham  and  a  Cheyne  is  always  and  only  the  hypochondriasis  of 
more  modern  medical  writers.  This  is  a  very  common  "  morsel  of 
medical  wisdom,"  but  "  Selah's  "  sore  need  for  it  will  make  it  decid- 
edly "  rich  "  to  him. 

Is  "  Selah  "  prepared  to  be  informed  that  this  identical  "  hypo- 
chondriac passion  "  furnished  the  material  (in  conjunction  with 
hysteria)  for  one  of  the  wittiest  and  most  satirical  medical  works 
in  the  English  language?  The  author  of  the  said  work  also  has 
the  reputation  of  having  written  the  wickedest  book  in  our  tongue 
— ^the  "  Fable  of  the  Bees;  or,  Private  Vices  Public  Benefits."  By 
Bernard  Mandeville,  1723.f 

^Temaoular  means  the  lansruage  of  slayea;  of  whom  the  most  pitiful  are  the  slaves  of 
fgnorance  and  of  prejudice,  as  **Selah"  had  better  find  out. 

tHenry  Orabb  Bobinson  terms  it  "the  wickedest  cleverest  book  in  the  English  Ian- 
goacre." 


I 
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* 

In  1711  this  Bernard  Mandeville  published  A  Treatise  of  the 
Hypochondriack  and  Hyaterick  Diseases^  In  Three  Dialogues;  and 
the  Second  EditioUy  "  Corrected  and  JShlarged  by  the  -4 w^Aor,"  came 
from  the  press  of  "J.  Tonson  in  the  Strand^  MDCCXXX/' 

As  it  is  desirable  that  "  Selah  "should  inform  himself  concerning 
the  *^  hypochondriac  passion,"  I  will  cite  for  himatid-bit  of  a  sam- 
ple from  this  work  in  the  hope  of  luring  him  to  a  study  thereof,  for 
if  '^Selah"  is  determined  to  assume  the  rdle  of  satirist  it  is  a  charity 
to  afford  him  the  essential  material. 

To  be  fully  intelligible  I  must  first  quote  from  Mandevi lie's  iV«- 
/acSy  p.  xii  et  seq, 

^^  Misomedon  is  a  Man  of  Learning,  who  whilst  he  had  his  Health 
was  of  a  gay,  even  Temper,  and  a  friendly,  open  Disposition;  but 
having  long  labour'd  under  the  Hypochondriack  Passion  is  now 
much  alter'd  for  the  worse,  and  became  peevish,  censorious  and 
mistrustful.  Notwithstanding  this,  in  fine  weather  sometimes  he  Jias 
lucid  Intervals,  that  last  for  two  or  three  days:  In  these  he  is  very 
talkative,  loves  to  converse  with  Men  of  letters,  and  is  often  fojce- 
tioics.  Tho^  in  his  Discourse,  he  seems  not  to  want  Sense  or  Pene- 
tration, yet  he  is  partial  in  his  censures,  and  wisteady  in  his  Sum- 
our;  sometim,es  very  complaisant,  at  others  captious,  but  always 
prone  to  satyr.  He  is  much  given  to  rainble  from  one  thing  to 
another,  and  often  to  change  his  Opinion,*  When  he  speaks  of 
himself,  he  is  apt  to  break  out  in  Rhetorical  Flights,  and  seems  to 
take  pleasure  in  talking  of  his  Ailments,  and  relating  the  History 
of  his  Distemper,  and  what  has  happened  to  him.  He  has  study'd 
Physick,  but  is  no  well- wisher  to  it,  and  bears  a  great  Hatred  to 
Apothecaries. 

"  Philopirio  is  a  foreigner  and  a  physician,  who,  after  he  had 
finished  his  studies  and*  taken  his  degree  beyond  sea,  was  come  to 
London  to  learn  th-e  Language  ;  in  which  having  happen 'd  to  take 
great  delight,  and  in  the  mean  time  found  the  country  and  the  man- 


*It  is  due  the  confldine  reader  to  inform  him  that  all  these  italics  are  ours,  and  put  in  to 
ask  if  the  redoubtable  "* Selah"  does  not  himself  '*  labour  under  the  Hypoehondriotm 
Passion."    Of  course,  I  can  only  judge  by  the  similarity  of  symptoms. 
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Ders  of  it  agreeable  to  his  Humour,  he  has  now  been  many  years, 
and  is  like  to  end  his  days  in  London."  * 

So  much  by  way  of  introduction  to  the  dramatis  personce,  whose 
words  I  shall  now  cite.  Misomedon  and  Philopirio  have  been 
speaking  of  the  medical  knowledge  and  skill  of  the  Chinese  physi- 
cians, whereupon  Philopirio  says : 

"  I  am  very  willing  to  own  that  in  feeling  Pulses,  as  well  as  the 
Inspection  of  Urine,  we  are  very  deficient  to  what  some  of  the 
Ancients  were." 

**  Misomedon,     I  have  heard  of  a  Wdterologer  or  P s  Prophet, 

so  expert, that  he  could  tell  by  a  Man's  working-day's  water,  what 
Trade,  and  by  his  Sunday's  water,  what  Religion  he  was  of."t 

Surely,  to  one  of  "Selah's"  aims,  this  book  could  teach  satire. 
Yea,  and  much  else  that  "  Selah  "  needs,  as  the  very  next  paragraph 
will  show: 

^^ Philopirio,  All  things  mysterious  will  ever  be  liable  to  be 
ridiculed,  because  there  is  always  room  for  Impositions  ;  but  I  am 
persuaded  that  by  Application  and  Patience  much  more  might  be 
gathered  from  Pulses  and  Urine  both  than  what  is  commonly 
taught  or  now  known;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  some  men 
have  really  been  possessed  of  a  superiour  skill." 

Since  the  year  of  grace,  IVll,  Chemistry  and  Physics  have  fur- 
nished Urinalysis  and  the  Spbygmograph,  and  if  "  Selah  "  could 
only  live  long  enough  (and  keep  away  from  the  American  Institute 
of  Homoeopathy),  he  might  acquire  that  "  superiour  skill "  which 
to-day  he  can  neither  comprehend  in  others  nor  apprehend  for  him- 
self. 

Poor  "Selah,"  and  yet  lucky  ^*  Selah; "  for  this  big /awaj/^a^  an  en  t 
the  "  hypondriac  passion  "  will  enable  him  to  put  the  very  Homoeo- 
pathy that  he  derides  to  crucial  test  and  thus:  the  "Keynote" 
of  Oxalic  acid  is — "7%€  more  he  thinks  of  it,  the  worse  hefeels,^'* 

Oxalic  acid  is  "  indicated  "  in  "  Selah's  "  case :  let  him  take  it,  in 
his  favorite  doses,  and  he  will  soon  find  himself  where  Truth  is  not 
Been  "  as  in  a  glass,  darkly." 


*  Mandeville's  own  picture,  and  literally  true  of  him.    S.  A.  J. 
t  Op.  cit.  p.  81. 
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An  heroic  experiment  on  his  part  is  a  prime  deaiderium  ;  it  will 
also  prove  a  credit  to  the  Medical  Era. 

S.  A.  Jones. 

Ann  Arbor,  August  14th. 

P.  S.  [For  "Selah,^  and  strictly  private.] 

^^Poatquam  homines  de  veritate  invenienda  semel  desperaverint, 
omnino  om,nia  simt  languidora^  ex  quo  fit,  ut  deftectant  potius  (id 
canoenas  disputationes,  et  verum  qtmsdam  peregrationes,  qiuim  in 
aeveritate  inqieisitionis  se  suatineant.^'* 

This  dictiem  is  Sir  Francis  Bacon's  ;  it  is  worthy  of  "  Selah^8  *^ 
earnest  consideration;  even  those  who  are  now  so  feusy  *  revising '^ 
our  Materia  Medica  (in  the  hope  of  finding  Homoeopathy)  may  read 
it  with  profit. 


ENGLISH  EDACITY— A   HINT  FOR  AMERICANS. 

"  If  an  earthquake  were  to  engulf  England  to-morrow,  the  Eng- 
lish would  manage  to  meet  and  dine  somewhere  among  the  rub- 
bish, just  to  celebrate  the  event."*  Douglas  Jerrold  meant  this  as 
a  jest,  but  some  of  our  English  homoeop — beg  pardon — "  medicai 
men  practising  homoeopathy,"  have  verified  it.  Something 
"  engulfed  "  the  ancient  and  honorable  British  Jowrnal  of  Hornet 
opathy,  and  while  the  ptom>ain»  are  holding  riot  in  the  carcase,  our 
brave  Britons  meet  to-  celebrate  the  death  by  a  dinner.  The  demise 
was  also  further  signalized  by  giving  punch-bowls  to  the  chief 
mourners,  and,  presumably,  a  matutinal  katzenjammer  to  the  sym- 
pathizing dinner-eaters.  Report  does  not  mention  whether  the 
aforesaid  punch-bowls  were  inscribed  "  Memento  mori  /"  If  not^ 
it  isn't  too  late  to  finish  the  job  in  an  appropriate  manner. 

According  to  I\ench,  if  he  may  be  accepted  as  an  authority  in 
art,  John  Bull  is  distinguished  by  a  very  large  belly  and  a  very 
small  head.  In  an  organism  of  that  type,  the  autocrat  is  natu- 
rally the  belly^  and  what  chance,  pray,  has  a  small  head  against  a 


*  This  is  the  testimony  of  the  nineteeDth  century,  and  a  wit  of  the  ei^rhteenth,  talkioic  of 
the  edacity  of  the  Bagllsh  said,  "  the  stomach  of  the  Irish  went  and  came,  but  the  gtonuudi 
of  the  Ea^ish  came  and  stAyod"— Diary  of  a  visit  to  Eif^gland  in  1776,  By  Dr.  IVmo^ 
Campbell. 
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great,  rampant  and  regnant  belly  ?  And  if  a  great,  rampant  and 
regnant  bully  of  a  belly  insists  upon  making  a  feast  of  a  funeral 
«ervice,  why  blarae  a  poor  little  head — so  small  that  it  is  easily 
"  turned" — for  joining  in  a  swine's  feast  at  the  beck  of  its  superior? 

If  any  reader  of  the  Observbr  considers  me  as  condemning  these 
bold,  brave,  big-bellied  Britons,  he  does  me  wrong;  for,  in  this 
conflict  between  belly  and  brain,  I  am  on  the  side  of  the  smaller 
and  weaker  party,  as  any  unbiased  peruser  can  see  with  half  an  eye. 
No,  dear  reader,  I  do  not  blame  these  British  "  medical  men  prac- 
tising Homoeopathy;"  1  am  wholly  spent  In  compassionating — for 
the  demand  is  heavy  and  it  must  be  met. 

Just  here  it  occurs  to  me  that  some  brain)%  hyper-intellectual 
New  England  man,  who  has  no  belly  ("fish  diet;"  phosphorus  con- 
sumed in  brain  work;  faeces  retained  in  situ),  may  despise  me  for 
condoning  such  an  abject  surrender  of  brain  to  belly  in  our  British 
*^nu  m,  p.  A.y"  but  I  saw  above  the  scorching  simoom  of  his  scorn- 
ful wrath,  and,  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  Watts  at  my  back,  tri- 
umphantly teJl  him, 

'^  It  is  their  nature  tool" 

Ah-hal  he,  the  fish-and-bean  fed  athlete  of  intellect  is  discom- 
fltted,  dismayed,  vanquished.  To-day,  as  of  old,  **  one  small,  round 
stone '\f^che8  Goliah! 

[There  is  a  trick  in  this  that  I  will  divulge  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  may  be  annoyed  by  Yankee  assurance.  JEJver  since  the  publi- 
cation of  JEJ/merson's  initial  volume,  in  1836,  the  very  mention  of 
^Nature'"  stuns  a  Yankee,     Try  it  on;  it's  a  sure  thing.] 

But,  reader,  we,  too,  have  had  a  funeral  on  our  side  of  the  water; 
a  funeral  without  feast  and  punch-bowls,  and  in  which  event  we 
find  our  hint. 

Haa  it  occurred  to  you,  most  sapient  and  thoughtful  reader,  that 
1885  is  our  homoeopathic  anno  fnirabilis?  How  so?  Why,  hstven't 
two  of  our  quarterlies  turned  up  their  toes  to  the  daisies,  and  isn't 
there  a  miraculous  "Cyclopaedia  "  dancing  with  one  leg  on  each  of 
these  new-made  graves  ?  Is  it  not,  indeed,  an  anno  mirabilis, 
when  two  defenders  of  the  Faith  depart  and  only  the  arrogant  off- 
spring of  XJnf aith  appears  in  their  stead  ? 
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And,  reader,  does  the  thin  disguise  of  a  quasi  "  scientific"  domino 
deceive  you  ?  Do  you  fail  to  discern  that  most  questionable  found- 
ling, so  tenderly  bottle-fed  by  the  certificate-abounding  S.  O.  L» 
Potter,  and  erstwhile  christened  "  Milwaukee  Test,"  at  present 
masquerading  in  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  as  a  ^^  reli- 
able" Materia  Medica?  And  is  it  not  ingratitude  "  sharper  than  a 
serpent's  tooth,"  that  the  much- certified  S.  O.  L.  Potte^r  t»  not  erev 
a  fractional  part  of  that  appendix  vermiformi^ — the  "  consultative 
editors  "  of  tfie  "  Cydopeedia  ?" 

Our  funeral  was  called  for  by  the  demise  of  the  North  American 
Journal  of  Homoeopathy.  The  indefatigable  "S.  L."  kept  it  alive 
to  the  last  possible  moment  by  transfusion  of  German  blood;  for 
years  he  "  tapped"  the  regularest  Professors  of  Vaterland,  and,  at 
last,  bowed  by  years  and  failing  in  sight,  he  fell  on  his  own  sword 
— ultimus  Homanorum,, 

He  was  not  dined,  wined,  and  silver  punch-bowled,  because  Uncle 
Sam,  unlike  John  Bull,  is  all  head  and  no  belly.  Having  no  belly, 
he,  of  necessity,  lacks  those  "  bowels  of  compassion  "  that  are  so 
essential  for  a  well-made  man.  Now  "  S.  L.'s"  long  service  is  wor- 
thy of  a  more  than  dinner- and-silver-punch-bowl  notice.  Suppose, 
then,  that  every  homoeopathic  physician  who  has  been  benefitted 
by  the  labors  of  Samuel  Lilienthal,  M.  D.,  should  send  one  dollar 
to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Homoeopathic  Asylum  for  the  Insane 
at  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  to  establish  and  forever  maintain  a  Lilien- 
thal bed,  the  same  to  be  occupied  by  some  penniless  unfortunate, 
the  victim  of  life's  supremest  misfortune.  Our  "old  Sam,"  as  he 
delights  to  be  called,  is  well  worthy  of  this  at  our  hands.  Let  us 
see  to  it  that  he  goes  to  his  grave  cheered  by  the  practical  demon" 
gtration  that  his  works  shall  follow  him  while  time  is ;  for  all 
beyond,  our  grey-haired  "  old  Sam  "  knows  whom  he  trustetb. 

S.  A.  J. 

September  22d,  1885.  

PuBPUBA. — Any  one  having  treated  cases  of  Purpura^  which 
they  can  report  in  detail,  showing  the  homoeopathic  applicability 
of  any  remedy,  are  respectfully  urged  to  send  the  same  to  Dr. 
Winterburn,  Editor  of  the  American  Homceopathist^  29  West  26 
St.,  New  York. 
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HOMCEOPATHIC  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  CO. 

The  articles  referring  to  the  ethics  and  legality  of  forfeiture  of 
short  term  endowment  policies  have  not  been  given  to  the  printer, 
inasmuch  as  the  company  has  agreed  to  submit  the  matter  to  arbi- 
tration, and  we  have  agreed  to  accept  whatever  the  arbitrator  shall 
decide  is  an  equitable  adjustment  of  our  claim. 

Tf'  the  coiYipany  considers  that  we  have  done  it  any  injustice 
in  our  editorial  written  July  29th  last,  and  published  in  our  August 
number,  our  pages  are  open  to  it  for  any,  explanation  it  may  desire 
to  make. 

Our  remarks  were  intentionally  severe,  but  we  are  not  aware 
that  they  were  in  any  particular  unjust  or  uncalled  for.  We  have 
always  been  the  friend  of  the  company  since  its  organization,  and 
we  do  not  think  that  we  could  do  the  company  any  greater  sei'vice 
to-day  than  to  bring  it  into  the  line  of  the  legislation  of  all  the 
States  and  the  court  decisions  generally,  which  work  wholly  for 
fairness  and  equity.  The  trend  of  all  recent  legislation  and  legal 
decisions  is  entirely  in  favor  of  giving  a  policy-holder  all  he  pays 
for.  Forfeitures  have  never  been  favored  by  the  people,  are  not 
followed  by  the  most  popular  companies,  and  can  never  meet  with 
any  indulgence  in  equity. 

It  is  not  to  be  considered  that  because  we  have  an  expectation  of 
receiving  a  settlement  with  the  company,  that  we  are  indifferent  as 
to  the  rights  of  others.  We  shall  have  much  to  say  in  the  matter 
for  the  public  benefit,  but  it  will  not  be  specially  directed  against 
the  Homoeopathic  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company.  Any  company 
that  solicits  deposits  on  short  endowment  policies,  and  urges  that 
they  give  superior  advantages  to  the  savings  banks,  must  be  held 
accountable  for  these  trust  funds.  The  companies  must  give 
not  only  a  consideration,  but  an  adequate  consideration  for  all 
they  receive.  If  they  receive  loans  they  must  account  for  them. 
If  they  make  loans,  they  must  be  satisfied  with  seven  per 
cent.  They  should  be  able  to  thrive  upon  their  earnings,  and  not 
prey  upon  the  earnings  of  others.  E.  A.  L. 

Orchard  Lake,  Mich. 
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WINTER  RESORTS  FOR  INVALIDS. 

We  are  often  consulted  in  relation  to  suitable  climates  for  con- 
sumptive and  other  patients  for  the  winter  months.  As  corres- 
pondents seldom  give  the  particulars  of  their  cases,  it  is  not  easy 
to  reply  definitely.  It  requires  as  much  care  to  prescribe  a  climate 
as  a  medicine.  But  we  can  give  some  directions.  Consumptive 
cases,  in  incipiency,  do  well  in  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  if  the 
digestive  organs  are  sound,  and  fatty  foods  are  readily  digested. 
We  have  sent  many  cases  of  a  more  advanced  form  to  Florida  with 
advantage.  From  Michigan  the  travel  is  not  wearisome.  Taking 
Palace  sleeping  car  at  Detroit  in  the  evening,  the  next  morning 
brings  one  to  Cincinnati.  If  much  fatigued  let  a  patient  rest  a 
day.  The  superb  coaches  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  road 
will  take  passengers  to  Nashville  in  another  day.  Here  take 
another  rest.  We  have  known  patiei)ts  at  Detroit  confined  to  the 
house,  induced  to  go  south,  and  when  arriving  at  Nashville  able  to 
be  out  every  day.  After  tarrying  awhile  at  Nashville,  take  the 
Louisville  and  Nashville  cars  to  Montgomery,  Alabama.  There 
take  a  good  rest.  It  is  a  delightful  place.  If  any  medical  advice 
is  needed  there  you  can  tell  patients  to  call  upon  Dr.  J.  H.  Henry. 

From  Montgomery  a  few  hours  by  same  railroad  will  take  one  to 
either  Pensacola,  Florida,  or  to  New  Orleans.  We  preferred  going 
to  Tallahassee,  via  Pensacola,  Florida,  where  we  found  a  very  de- 
lightful place,  and  the  best  hotel  accommodations.  After  a  slay 
of  some  weeks  at  the  beautiful  little  city  of  Tallahassee,  patients 
can  travel  leisurely  on  the  well-equipped  Florida  Central  Railroad 
to  Jacksonville,  the  largest  city  in  the  Palmetto  State.  From 
Jacksonville  the  many  points  of  interest  on  the  St.  John's  river  can 
be  visited  from  time  to  time.  At  Sanford,  cars  can  be  taken  across 
the  State  to  the  gulf  of  Mexico  ;  here  is  the  quiet  city  of  Tampa. 

The  boats  on  the  St.  John's  river  have  very  good  accommoda- 
tions. The  travel  through  the  State  with  the  interminable  pine 
woods,  becomes  very  wearisome  from  its  monotony.  Tallahassee 
has  the  most  cheerful  aspect  of  any  place  we  visited  during  three 
trips  to  Florida.  The  city  is  surrounded  by  hills,  with  a  great 
variety  of  trees ;  the  houses  are  large,  with  fine  gardens  ;  the 
streets  wide,  and  always  clean.  E.  A.  L. 
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Any  Publication  noticed  here  will  be  sent  postage  free  on  receipt  of  price  sent  to  American 

Observer,  Orchard  Lake,  Mich, 


SPECIAL  PATHOLOGY  AND  DIAGNOSTICS,  with  Therapeutic  Hina, 
^S^By  C.  G.  Eaue,  M.  D.     Third  Edition.      Revised  and  Augmented,    PhUa- 
delphia:  F,  E.  Boericke  Hahnemann  Publishing  House,    JS8S. 

Books  are  like  bear-cubs — judicious  "  damming  "  licks  them  into 
shape.  The  volume  under  notice  is  an  instance  in  point.  It  was 
not  unshapely  at  its  birth — how  could  it  be,  having  a  Raue  for  both 
its  sire  and  dam  ?  but  whoso  will  compare  the  first  edition  with 
this  last  will  quickly  discern  the  progressive  development  of 
symmetry  and  power.  The  edition  of  1867  was  a  lusty  babe,  and 
it  has  been  carefully  nursed  into  a  most  robust  manhood.  With 
justice  and  truth  on  his  side,  its  author  declares,  "  I  at  last  begin 
to  realize  a  sense  of  satisfaction  and  comfort." 

This  volume  represents  some  eighteen  years  of  the  honest  work 
of  an  earnest  man;  of  one  who  has  not  essayed  to  make  a  multi- 
tude of  books,  but  to  put  his  strength  into  one;  and,  better  than 
all,  it  is  the  book  of  a  man  who  made  it,  at  first,  not  to  exalt  the 
ego,  but  to  supply  a  need,  for,  as  a  teacher,  he  looked  in  vain  to 
find  such  a  work  for  his  classes.  If  ever  a  book  had  an  honest 
geniture,  it  is  "  Rau^s  Special  Pathology." 

This  last  edition  gives  ample  evidences  of  revision  and  augmen- 
tation, and  the  new  feature — the  digests — adds  vastly  to  its  effec- 
tiveness by  affording  an  unusual  facility  for  accurate  prescribing. 

As  this  work  is  to  be  Raue's  monument,  be  will  take  kindly  one 
suggestion,  namely,  in  a  still  later  edition  to  spend  his  strength  on 
pages  924-941,  for  there  we  have  the  weakest  part  of  his  book. 
To  be  sure,  this  particular  territory  is  largely  terra  incognita  to  the 
best  of  us,  and  for  that  reason  we  bespeak  the  attention  of  one  of 
our  best. 

On  the  whole,  this  third  edition,  by  ita  intrinsic  merit,  displaces 
the  second,  and  to  whomsoever  has  been  helped  by  the  second,  we 
unhesitatingly  say — get  the  third  for  your  own  sake. 

S.  A.  JONES. 
Ann  Arbor,  Sept.  10,  1885. 
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A  SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE,  based  upon  the  Law  of  Homeopathy,  edited  fty 
H.  R.  Arndt,  M.  D., Philadelphia.  F.  E.  BoeHeke,  1885.  Vol.  2.  Prw«|7.50. 
cloth;  $8.50,  i  mor.  or  sheep :  less  20  per  cent,  for  physicians  and  students. 

The  second  volume  of  this  noble  work  is  promptly  issued  and  fully 
equals  the  first  in  value.  It  contains  elaborate  articles  by  Doctors 
Arndt,  Doughty,  Fellows,  Franklin,  Gatchell,  Gilchrist,  Goodno^ 
Hall,  Hart,  Kershaw,  Lewis,  Lilienthal,  Ludlam,  McClelland,  O'Con- 
nor, Smith,  Trites,  Winterburn  and  Worcester. 

The  topics  treated  of  in  this  volume  are  Diseases  of  the  Blood — 
Glandular  system,  kidneys,  ureters,  bladder,  male  genital  organs^ 
female  genital  and  reproductive  organs,  nervous  system  and  diseases 
of  the  organs  of  locomotion. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  this  work  is  receiving  that  warm  sup- 
port of  the  profession,  which  it  so  well  needs. 

The  third  volume,  to  complete  the  work,  may  be  expected  this 
fall.  It  will  contain  very  full  indices,  which  are  particularly  desir- 
able. 

THE  SOUTHERN  JOURNAL  OF  HOMCEOPATHY,  C.  E.  Fisher,  M.  D.' 
Austin,  Texas,  and  New  Orleans,  La.     %2.^(^  p&i'  year. 

The  Homoeopathic  Pellet  was  too  good  a  Journal  to  have  so  poor 
a  title.  Under  the  improved  name  we  trust  it  will  have  the  career 
of  prosperity  it  so  well  merits. 

THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  REVIEW. 

The  October  number  contains  twenty-three  Articles  by  as  many 
different  contributors — among  whom  are  an  English  Cardinal,  an 
American  Admiral,  two  American  Major-Generals,  two  American 
ex-Ministers  to  European  Courts,  an  American  Artist,  an  N.  Y.  As- 
semblyman, an  ex- United  States  Senator,  the  Mayor  of  New  York, 
an  ex-Governor  of  New  York,  two  distinguished  American  Men  of 
Letters,  and  a  famous  American  Financier — Manning,  Ammen,  Ben. 
Butler.  Fitz  John  Porter,  Elihu  B.  Washbume,  Wm.  Waldorf 
Astor  (his  first  appearance  in  literature),  J.  B.  Eustis,  of  Louisiana, 
Wm.  R.  Grace,  of  New  York,  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Horatio  Sey- 
mour, E.  P.  Whipple,  Charles  T.  Congdon,  Dorman  B.  Eaton,  and 
some  others  less  known.  There  is  also  a  very  characteristic  private 
letter  from  Gen.  Grant  to  his  father,  written  from  Milliken's  Bend, 
just  two  days  before  he  started  in  the  Vicksburg  Campaign.  This 
18  contributed  by  Col.  Fred.  Grant. 

THE  ENGLISH  ILLUSTRATED  MA  GAZINE,  McMillan  <fe  Co.,  US  Il\mnh 
Ave.,  New  York  City.     $1.75 per  year. 

Let  no  one  suppose,  because  the  price  of  this  monthly  is  so  cheap, 
that  it  cannot  present  a  tich  table  of  contents  and  well  written 
articles  abundantly  and  beautifully  illustrated.  It  will  always  be  a 
very  welcome  visitor  to  our  table.  The  illustrations  are  very  fine 
indeed. 
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THE  ANATOMY  AND  PH7SI0L0G  T   OF  BACTERIA,  and  their  relation 
to  Health  and  Disease  by,  J.  M.  Selfridge,  M.  D. ,  Oakland,  Cal. 

We  have  here  the  publication  of  a  paper  read  before  the  Califor* 
nia  State  Homoeopathic  Society  at  its  annual  session,  May,  1885. 
The  Doctor  believes  that  the  theory  that  the  use  of  germicides  in 
infective  and  zymotic  diseases  is  scientific  treatment  has  been  ex- 
ploded by  practical  tests.  He  says  that  Bacteria  are  not  the  cause 
of  infectious  diseases.     This  monograph  will  repay  persual. 

HOMCEOPATHY  AND  ITS  RELATION  TO  THE  GERM  THEORY,  bu 
Robert  N.  Tooker,  M.  D.,  Chicago.     Chross  &  Delbridge,  1885. 

Prof.  Tooker  was  President  of  the  Illinois  Medical  Association 
at  its  annual  session,  May  20,  1885,  and  gave  this  excellent  paper 
as  his  address. 

Regarding  the  germ  theory  from  a  therapeutic  standpoint,  he  be- 
lieves that  it  is  an  ignis  fatuus — a  delusion,  but  looked  at  from  an- 
other standpoint,  as  one  of  the  great  sanitary  problems,  a  question 
relating  to  preventive  medicine,  he  hopes  the  theory  will  prove  of 
incalculable  value  to  the  race. 

HINTS  ON  DIGESTION,  The  New  Y<yrk  Pharmacal  Association,  No.  84  West 
Broadway,  New  York. 

This  is  a  brief  resume  of  the  latest  physiological  investigations 
from  various  English,  American,  French  and  German  Physiological 
writings,  and  brings  into  prominent  notice,  the  preparation  of  Lac- 
topeptine,  which  we  have  found  to  be  fully  deserving  of  all  that  has 
been  said  in  its  favor. 

THE  EFFECTS  OF  THE  ABUSE  OF  ALCOHOL,   on  the  Gir&uXatory  and 
Respiratory  organs,  by  J.  W.  Dowling,  M.  D. 

This  is  a  reprint  from  the  transactions  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Homoeopathy  of  Prof.  Bowling's  paper  read  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Institute,  1884. 

Our  good  friend,  the  author,  says  that  his  investigations  have  al- 
most converted  him  to  total  abstinence.  If  he  has  pursued  the 
work  since  the  writing  of  this  brochure  we  expect  that  he  now 
declares  himself  a  total  abstainer. 

RUSSIA    UNDER  THE  TZARS,   by  Stepniak.     Authorized  edition.     New 
York :    Charles  Scribner's  Sons.     1885.     $1.50. 

We  have  read  the  whole  of  this  book  with  intense  interest,  and 
commend  it  to  the  attention  of  our  readers.  Any  one  desiring  to 
be  acquainted  with  Russia's  inner  history  should  read  this  work. 
It  is  doubtless  accurate  and  trustworthy.  Some  very  dark  pic- 
tures— ^how  long  shall  darkness  reign  ? 
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"HOMCEOPATHY  AND  THE  NORTHERN  ASYLUM.'' 

During  the  session  of  1881  our  State  Legislature  appropriated 
$400,000  to  be  expended  in  purchasing  a  site  and  erecting  thereon 
suitable  buildings  for  an  asylum  for  the  insane. 

A  commission  on  location  and  construction  was  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  who,  in  furtherance  of  their  duties,  located  and  entered 
upon  the  erection  of  what  is  known  as  the  Northern  Asylum  for 
the  Insane  of  Michigan.  During  the  legislative  session  of  1883, 
after  a  very  thorough  canvass  and  an  animated  discussion,  and  in 
spite  of  an  adverse  report  of  the  Senate  committee  to  whom  the 
matter  had  been  referred,  the  Act,  of  which  the  following  is  the 
substance,  was  passed,  viz. :  "  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
enact  that  the  Board  of  Control  of  the  Northern  Asylum  for  the 
Insane  is  hereby  authorized  to  place  the  medical  administration  of 
the  same  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  a  reputable  physician 
and  surgeon  of  the  Homoeopathic  School  of  Medicine." 

During  the  session  of  1885  a  bill  was  introduced  into  our  Legis- 
lature for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  revising  and  consolidating  all 
laws  governing  the  insane  asylums  of  the  State.  Had  this  become 
a  law  as  it  first  passed  the  House,  that  which  we  have  above  quoted 
would  have  been  thereby  repealed,  as  were  all  other  acts  or  parts 
of  acts  in  any  way  inimical  to  the  provisions  of  said  bill. 

Then  of  course  we  would  have  had  no  cause  to  complain  of  the 
recent  action  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  ignoring  us  as  they  have 
done. 

But  a  short  time  before  the  bill  came  up  in  the  Senate  on  its  final 
passage,  during  the  expiring  hours  of  the  session,  it  was  discovered 
that  the  last  section  (section  41)  was  worded  so  as  to  repeal  Act  177 
of  1883,  whereupon  the  friends  of  homoeopathy,  after  full  discus- 
sion and  a  thorough  ventilation  of  the  whole  subject,  succeeded  in 
engrafting  an  amendment  upon  the  bill  exempting  the  law  of  1883 
from  the  provisions  of  the  same.  With  this  amendment  it  was 
returned  to  the  House,  where  the  aforesaid  amendment  was  con- 
curred in,  and  finally  it  was  signed  by  the  Governor,  thereby,  as  it 
was  supposed,  protecting  us  in  our  right  to  supervise  "  and  control " 
the  medical  department  of  the  Northern  Asylum,  as  contemplated 
when  the  law  of  1883  was  enacted. 

One  word  in  regard  to  the  discretionary  power  lodged  with  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  which  has  unfortunately  resulted  so  disas- 
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trously  to  us.  It  was  upon  the  advice  of  friends  of  homoeopathy 
in  the  Legislature  of  1883  that  the  word  "required"  was  stricken 
from  the  original  draft  and  the  word  "authorized"  substituted 
therefor.  It  was  claimed  that  while  the  latter  word  would  not 
under  the  circumstances  weaken  our  cause  with  any  Board  of 
Trustees  that  might  be  appointed,  it  would  be  looked  upon  as  an 
act  of  courtesy  to  give  them  this  discretionary  power,  never  sup- 
posing advantage  would  be  taken  of  this  legislative  courtesy.* 

The  Act  of  1885,  too,  would  have  been  further  amended,  but  for 
this  confidence,  that  no  board  would  ignore  the  intentions  of  the 
law-making  power  of  the  State,  so  emphatically  expressed.  To  us 
it  sounds  strangely  for  the  board  to  say  in  effect  that  only  one 
competent  and  suitable  person  for  the  place  can  be  found  of  oiA* 
school,  in  all  this  broad  land,  with  8,000  reputable  physicians,  fifty- 
four  hospitals,  twelve  fully  equipped  colleges,  forty  dispensaries, 
three  medical  departments  in  State  Universities,  insane  asylums 
and  hospitals  under  State  and  city  patronage,  one  hundred  local 
and  twenty-six  State  societies,  with  millions  of  supporters,  among 
whom  are  many  of  the  most  intelligent,  as  well  as  the  most  influen- 
tial, people  of  the  nation.  I  say  this  sounds  strangely  coming  from 
fair-minded,  intelligent  men,  and  yet  not  much  more  strange  and 
incomprehensible  than  the  following,  viz. :  "  The  Board  has  been 
requested  to  revoke  its  decision  and  make  a  new  appointment,  but 
I  do'  not  think  the  matter  will  be  reconsidered,"  notwithstanding 
"  the  trustees  of  the  Traverse  City,  Pontiac  and  Kalamazoo  asy- 
lums meet  at*  Traverse  City  on  the  23d,  when  it  is  probable  the 
subject  will  come  up  for  discussion."  We  are  notified  of  their 
meeting,  invited  to  be  present  and  present  our  grievances  and  get 
informed  beforehand  that  it  will  avail  nothing.  "  The  matter  will 
not  be  reconsidered." 

Under  such  circumstances  is  it  likely  that  men  will  leave  their 
homes  and  business  and  travel  from  one  end  of  the  State  to  the 
other,  at  their  own  expense,  to  meet  them  ? 

.  But  since  it  took  a  Board  of  Regents  twenty  years  to  accede  to 
the  demands  of  the  people  through  their  representatives  in  Legis- 
lature assembled  upon  another  and  similar  question,  it  may  not  be 
wondered  at  so  much,  perhaps,  that  this  Board  of  Trustees  have 
done  as  they  have.  It  is  to  be  wondered  at  less  in  the  light  of 
strong  evidence  that  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  are  and 
always  have  been  in  sympathy  with  the  "old  school,"  and,  further- 
more, that  these  prejudices  were  thoroughly  understood  prior  to 
their  appointment. 

For  one,  however,  I  borrow  but  little  trouble  over  the  matter, 
having  an  abiding  faith  in  the  people  of  this  State,  and  therefore 
feeling  confident  that  ia  due  course  of  time  they  will  correct  this 
as  they  have  other  glaring  evils. 

A.  I.  Sawyer,  M.  D. 

Monroe,  September  21. 
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Bureaus  and  Committees  to  report  at  Saratoga  Springs,  June,  1886. 

1.  G Unical  Medicine. — J.  S.  Mitchell.  M.  D.,  2432  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago, 
111.,  Chairman;  W.  A.  Edmunds.  M  D..  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Secretary;  A.  8. 
Couch.  M.  D..  Fredonia,  N.  Y. ;  W.  H  Dickinson,  M.  D.,  Des  Moines.  la.; 
St  Clair  Smith,  M.  D.,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. ;  W.  J.  Hawkes.  M.  D.,  Chicago, 
111.;  H.  B.  Clarke,  M.  D..  New  Bedford,  Mass.;  J.  W.  Dowling,  M.  D.,  New 
York  City,  N.  Y.     Subject:  ''Phthisis  Pulmonalis." 

2.  Materia  Medica. — A.  C.  Cowperthwaite,  M.  D.,  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  Chair- 
man; E.  A.  Farrington,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Penn. ;  Charles  Dake,  M.  D., 
Hot  Springs,  Ark.;  H.  M.  Hobart,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  111.;  S.  Lilienthal,  M.  D., 
New  York  City.  N.  Y. :  H.  C.  Allen,  M.  D.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.;  Anna  M. 
Warren,  M.  D.,  Emporia,  Kan.     Subject  not  yet  selected. 

3.  Surgery.— I.  T.  Talbot,  M.  D.,  66  Marlboro'  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  Chair- 
man;  W.  L.  Jackson.  M.  D.,  84  Dudley  Street,  Roxbury,  Mass.,  Secretary; 
W.  T.  Helmulh,  M.  D..  New  York  City.  N.  Y.;  G.  A.  Hall,  M.  D.,  Chicago, 
111.;  J.  E.  James,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Penn.;  H.  L.  Obetz,  M.  D.,  Ann  Ar- 
bor, Mich. ;  S.  B.  Parsons,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  C.  E.  Walton,  M.  D.,  Ham- 
ilton, Ohio;  J.  H.  McClelland,  M.  D.,  Pittsburgh,  Penn.;  M.  O.  Terry, 
M.  D.,  Utica,  N.  Y.;  E.  C.  Franklin,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Subject:  "In- 
guinal and  Femoral  Hernia." 

4.  Organization,  Registration  and  Statistics. — T.  Franklin  Smith,  M.  D.,  62 
East  128th  Street,  New  York  City,  N.  Y.,  Chairman;  I.  T.  Talbot,  M.  D., 
Boston,  Mass. ;  W.  E.  Leonard,  M.  D.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. ;  C.  E.  Fisher,  M.  D., 
Austin,  Texas.  Subjects:  (1)  "Statistics  of  Institutions;"  (2)  "List  and  Pres- 
ent Status  of  Elected  Members;"  (3)  "  Autobiographies  of  Present  Members." 

5.  Obstetrics. — George  B.  Peck.  M,  D.,  Providence,  R.  I.,  Chairman;  Julia 
Holmes  Smith,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  111.,  Secretary;  C.  E.  Fisher,  M.  D.-,  Austin. 
Texas;  Sheldon  Leavitt,  M.D.,  Chicago,  111.;  O.  B.  Gause,  M.  D.,  Philadel- 
phia, Penn.;  C.  G.  Higbee,  M.  D.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  L.  S.  Ordway,  M.  D.,  St. 
Louis,  Mo. ;  L.  M.  Kenyon,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  W.  R.  Elder.  Terre  Haute,  Ind. ; 
Alice  B.  McKibben,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Subject:  "Postpartum  Emer- 
gencies." 

6.  Gynecology. — L.  A.  Phillips,  M.  D.,  165  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  Mass., 
Chairman;  S.  P.  Hedges,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  111.,  Secretary;  Phil  Porter,  M.  D  , 
Detroit.  Mich.;  H.  K.  Bennett.  M.  D.,  Fitchburg,  Mass.;  M.  T.  Runnels, 
M.  D.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. ;  L.  L.  Danforth,  M.  D.,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. ;  B.  F. 
Betts,  M.  D..  Philadelphia,  Penn.;  C.  B.  Kinyon,  M.  D.,  Rock.  Island,  111.; 
Robert  Hall,  M.D.,  Providence,  R.  I.;  C.  T.  Canfield,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  Illf 
Subject:  "Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Organic  Diseases  of  the  Uterus." 

7.  Paedology. — R.  N.  Tooker,  M.  D.,  237  Dearborn  Avenue,  Chicago,  111., 
Chairman;  C.  D.  Crank,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  ^Secr^^ary/  Martin  Deschere, 
M.  D.,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. ;  Millie  J.  Chapman,  M.  D..  Pittsburgh.  Penn.: 
J.  C.  S;inders,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  C.  W.  Enos.  M.  D.,  Jersey ville.  111.; 
W.  H.  Harrison,  M.  D.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.;  C.  H.  Lawton,  M.  D.,  Wilming- 
ton, Del.;  A.  A.  Whipple,  M.  D.,  Quincy,  111.  Subject:  "Diseases  of  the 
Respiratory  Apparatus." 

8.  Ophthalmology,  Otology  and  Laryngology. — Alfred  Wanstall,  M.  D.,  228 
North  Eutaw  Street,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Chairman;  J.  H.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  Secretary;  J.  H.  Buffum.  Chicago,  111.;  H.  C.  Houghton,  M.  D. , 
New  York  City,  N.  Y. ;  F.  Park  Lewis,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  C.  G.  Fuller, 
M.  D.,  Chicago,  111. ;  H.  C.  French,  M.  D.,  San  Francisco.  Cal  ;  H.  P.  Bellows. 
M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass.;  F.  H.  Boynton,  M.  D.,  New  York  (Hty.  N.  Y.;  D.  G. 
Woodvine,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass.  Subject:  "  New  Remedies  and  New  Methods 
of  Treatment." 

9.  Anatomy t  Physiology  and  Pathology. — William  Owens,  M.  D.,  comer  7th 
and  John  Streets,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Chairman;  William  Owens,  M.  D.,  Jr., 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Secretary;  M.  Pomeroy,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio;F.  L.  Davis, 
M.  D.,  Evansville.  Ind.;  J.  W.  Morris,  M.D.,  Wheeling.  W.  Va.;  John  A. 
Rockwell,  M.  D.,  Norwich,  Conn.    Subject:  "Tuberculosis.    (1)  Taberele, 
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its  Etiology;  (2)  its  Relation  to  the  Nerves  of  Organic  Life;  (3)  its  Relation  to 
Nutrition;  (4)  its  Relation  to  the  Scrofulous  Dyscrasia;  (5)  Tubercle  Considered 
as  a  Symptom." 

10.  Sanitary  Science. — Lemuel  C.  Grosvenor,  M.  D.,  185  Lincoln  Avenue, 
•Chicago,  111.,  Chairman;  D.  H.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  H.  E. 
B(^ebe,  M.  D.,  Sidney,  Ohio;  E.  U.  Jones,  M.  D.,  Taunton,  Mass.:  Anna  M. 
Warren,  M.  D.,  Emporia,  Kan.;  R.  N.  Tooker,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  111.;  R.  F. 
Baker,  Davenport,  la. ;  P.  Dudley,  M.  D..  Philadelphia,  Penn. ;  M.  H.  Waters, 
M.  D.,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  Subject:  "Our  Homes;  their  Hygienic  and  Sani- 
tary Conditions." 

11.  Pharmacy  and  Provings. — Lewis  Sherman,  M.  D.,  171  Wisconsin  Street, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Chairman;  Tt  P.  Allen.  M.  D.,  New  York  City,  N.  Y., 
Secretary;  A.  C.  Cowperthwait«,  M.  D. ,  Iowa  City.  la. ;  P.  Dudley,  M.  D. , 
Philadelphia,  Penn. ;  C.  W.  Butler,  M.  D.,  Montclair.  N.  J. ;  C.  Wesselhoeft, 
M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass.;  W.  J.  Hawkes,  M.  D.,  Chicago.  III.;  A.  Korndoerfer, 
M.  D  ,  Philadelphia,  Penn.  Subject:  "  Potentization  by  Means  of  Trituration 
4ind  Succussion." 

12.  Psychological  Medicine.— 3.  D.  Buch,  M.  D.,  136  West  8th  Street,  Cin- 
cinnati,  Ohio,  Chairman;  S.  H.  Talcott.  M.  D.,  Middletown,  N.  Y.;  W.  E. 
Green,  M.  D.,  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  O.  P.  Baer,  M. D.,  Richmond,  Ind.;  J.  M. 
Kershaw,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  S.  Lilienthal,  M.  D.,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
Subject:  *'  Will  and  Understanding  (Consciousness)  in  Disease,  or  Disturbed 
Brain-Function." 

13.  Microscopy  a?id  Histology.— A.  R.  Wright,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Chair- 
man; W.  Y.  Cowl,  M.  D.,  New  York  City,  N.  Y.,  Secretary;  C.  Wesselhoeft, 
M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass.;  L.  B.  Couch,  M.  D.,  Nyack,  N.  Y. ;  J.  S.  Mitchell, 
M.  D.,  Chicago,  III. ;  J.  C.  Morgan,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Penn. ;  W.  A.  Haupt, 
M.  D.,  Chemnitz,  Prussia;  J.  M.  Crawford,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  F.  Park 
Lewis,  M.  D.,  Buffalo.  N.  Y.  Subject:  "  The  Bacteria  of  Tuberculosis,  and 
-of  some  of  the  Zymotic  Diseases." 

14.  Medical  Bducation.-Ch&TleB  E.  Walton,  M.  D.,  Hamilton,  Ohio;  Chair- 
man; H.  C.  Allen,  M.  D.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  Secretary;  W.  L.  Breyfogle, 
M.  D.,  Louisville,  Ky. ;  I.  T.  Talbot.  M.  D.,  Boston.  Mass.  Subject:  "The 
•Relation  of  the  Institute  to  Medical  Education." 

16.  Committees. — Medical  Legislation.  —  A.  I.  Sawyer,  M.  D.,  Monroe, 
Mich.,  CJiairman;  J.  W.  Murrell,  M.  D.,  Mobile,  Ala.;  H.  M.  Paine,  M.  D., 
Albany,  N.  Y. ;  A.  S.  Everett,  M.  D.,  Denver,  Col.;  J.  R.  Flowers,  M.  D., 
Columbus,  Ohio;  T.  8.  Verdi.  M.  D.,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Hugh  Pitcairn, 
M.  D.,  Harrisburg,  Penn.;  R.  Ludlam.  M.  D.,  Chicago,  III.;  W.  Von  Gotts- 
•chalck,  M.  D.,  Providence,  R.  I. ;  R.  F.  Baker,  M.  D.,  Davenport,  la.;  J.  P. 
•Dake,  M.  D.,  Nashville,  T6nn. ;  G.  H.  T.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  Atchison,  Kan.; 
C.  E.  Fisher,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Tex.;  L.  S.  Ordway,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  J. 
V.  Hobson,  M.  D. ,  Richmond,  Va. ;  O.  S.  Wood.  M.  D. ,  Omaha,  Neb. ;  Lewis 
Sherman,  M.  D.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

16.  Drug  Provings. — H.  R.  Arndt.  M.  D..  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.;  E.  M.  Hale, 
M.  D.,  Chicago.  III. ;  E.  A.  Farrington.  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Penn. ;  C.  Wessel- 
hoeft, M.  D. ,  Boston,  Mass. ;  L.  Sherman,  M.  D. ,  Milwaukee,  Wis, ;  A.  W. 
Woodward,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  111. ;  T.  F.  Allen,  M.  D.,  New  York  City. 

17.  Medical  Literature.— ¥ .  H.  Orme,  M.  D.,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Chairman;  P. 
Dudley,  M.D.,  Philadelphia.  Penn.;  A.  K.  Crawford,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  111.; 
G.  W.  Winterburn,  M.  D.,  New  York  City;  H.  Packard,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

18.  Foreign  Correspondence. — T.  M.  Strong,  M.  D.,  Homoeopathic  Hospital, 
Ward*s  Island,  N.  Y. 

19.  Inter- Collegiate. — This  committee  consists  of  the  two  delegates  from 
each  of  the  medical  colleges. 

20.  Executive  and  Publication. — O.  S.  Runnels,  M.  D.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.; 
A.  I.  Sawyer,  M.  D.,  Monroe,  Mich.;  E.  M.  Kellogg.  M.  D.,  City  of  New 
York,  N.  Y. ;  T.  M.  Strong,  M.  D. .  Ward's  Island,  N.  Y. ;  J.  C.  Burgher, 
M.  D.,  Pittsburgh,  Penn. 

21.  Local  Arrangements.— Edw.  S.  Coburn,  M.  D.,  Troy.  N.  Y. ;  T.  F.  Allen, 
M.D.,  New  York  City,  N.  Y.;  H.  M.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Albany,  N.  Y.;  E.  M. 
Kellogg,  M.  D.,  New  York  City;  S.  Pearsall,  M.  D.,  Saratoga,  Springs,  N.Y. 
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r  FORCE  OF  LABORPAINS. 

Schatz,  of  Bostock,  presented  at  the  fifty-seventh  meeting  of 
the  GynaBCological  Section  of  the  German  Naturalists  and  Phy- 
sicians at  Magdeburg  the  results  of  his  longrcontinned  studies  and 
experiments  concerning  the  force  of  labor-pains  and  their  types, 
and  the  action  of  ergot. 

He  asserts  that  the  intra-uterine  pressure,  caused  by  uterine  con- 
traction, only  in  rare  instances  reaches  a  height  of  100  millimetres 
of  mercury,  or  1  1-3  metres  of  water-pressure,nevermore  than  that; 
generally  it  reaches  only  one-half  or  two-thirds  of  the  maximum. 
At  the  commencement  of  labor  the  pressure  is  slight,  but  soon 
attains  it  maximum,  which  is  maintained  through  the  further  course 
of  the  labor.  The  idea  that  the  force  of  the  pains  increases  in  pro- 
portion to  the  resistance  is  wholly  false  ;  rather  the  uterus  opposes 
to  the  abnormal  resistance  only  longer  or  more  frequently  repeated 
action.  Exhaustion  comes  on  only  when  the  intervals  between 
pains  become  too  short  or  entirely  cease,  but  not  with  a  regu- 
lar course  of  pains  at  intervals  of  at  least  a  minute.  In  the 
grouped,  crowding,  combined  pains,  when  the  .interval  is  shorter 
or  absolutely  wanting,  the  first  pain  is  the  highest,  those  follow- 
ing are  lower,  and  our  author  refers  these  pains  back  to  an 
imperfect  nutrition  of  the  uterine  muscles.  The  force-dimin- 
ishing shortening  of  the  muscle  and  the  force-increasing  thick- 
ening of  the  uterine  walls  nearly  balance  each  other,  so  that  the 
maximum  pains  change  in  the  course  of  the  labor  as  to  height  and 
power,  either  not  at  all  or  very  little. —  Archiv,  fUr  GyncekoLy 
B.  XXV.,  H.  1.  p.  117. —  Weekly  Medical  Review, 


PoRBo's  Operation  {American  Medical  Digest.)  —  From  the 
Lancet  we  learn  that  H  Morgagni  (Yth  instant)  reports  a  case  of 
Porro's  operation,  successful  to  mother  and  child.  The  patient,. 
M.  M.,  set.  40,  was  a  rachitic  primipara,  with  extremely  contracted 
pelvis.  She  was  in  the  9th  month  of  pregnancy,  and  had  been  12 
hours  in  labor.  The  removal  of  the  uterus  and  appendages  occu- 
pied 65  minutes.  The  patient,  in  24  hours,  was  in  the  most  favor- 
able state.     This  continued,  and  the  child,  a  female^  is  also  well. 
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MILK  DIET  m  THE  ALBUMINURIA  OF  PREGNANCY.'^ 

Tamier's  treatment  of  the  albuminuria  of  pregnancy  by  an  exclu- 
sive milk  diet  has  counted  in  his  hands,  as  well  as  in  those  of  others, 
many  successes,  and  it  has  received  a  very  strong  endorsement  from 
Charpentier,  among  recent  obstetric  writers.  Under  this  treatment 
it  is  usual  to  see  the  albumen  lessen,  in  some  cases  disappear,  and 
the  symptoms  which  threaten  eclampsia,  such  as  headache,  dimness 
of  vision,  indisposition  to  exertion,  and  drowsiness,  cease,  or 
become  much  mitigated.  In  some  cases,  however,  it  is  important 
to  conjoin  with  milk  diet  a  hot  bath  once  in  three  or  four  days. 
The  temperature  of  the  bath  should  be  from  98  deg.  to  100  deg.,. 
and  while  in  the  bath,  or  immediately  after  it,  the  patient  should 
drink  a  tumbler  of  hot  milk.  A  profuse  perspiration  usually  fol- 
lows, and  the  reliojf  is  prompt  and  positive.  In  one  case,  however^ 
a  primigravida  in,  the  eighth  month,  who  had  albuminuria  for  at 
least  four  months,  and  who  derived  marked  benefit  from  the  hot 
bath,  had  also  a  very  serious  discomfort  following  it.  There  was 
unusual  and  violent  activity  of  the  fo&tus  always  occurring  after 
the  bath,  so  that  she  was  for  some  hours  unable  to  sleep — a  very 
serious  inconvenience,  as  the  usual  and  most  favorable  time  for  the 
bath  is  just  before  retiring. 

Valuable  as  most  practitioners  regard  the  milk  treatment  of  the 
albuminuria  of  pregnancy,  some  entirely  reject  it.  Pajot,  for 
example,  in  a  recent  discussion  held  at  the  Paris  Obstetrical  and 
Gynaecological  Society,  and  reported  in  the  Journal  (P Accouche- 
ments,  May  5,  refers  to  it  as  a  bitter  pleasantry.  One  of  his  argu- 
ments against  the  milk  treatment  is  that  infants  from  six  months 
to  the  end  of  the  first  year  are  peculiarly  liable  to  eclampsia,  and 
yet  they  are  then  on  milk  diet.  Gueniot  very  well  answered  this 
argument  by  saying  that  these  infants  that  have  eclampsia  are  not 
albuminuric,  and  the  milk  diet  in  albuminuric  pregnant  women 
does  not  act  upon  the  eclampsia,  but  upon  the  albuminuria;  it  is 
only  indirectly  by  curing  the  albuminuria  that  it  renders  eclampsia 
much  rarer.  It  is  impossible  to  attribute  infantile  and  puerperal 
eclampsia  to  th,e  same  cause. 


Etheb  Spbay  in  Vomiting  in  Pbegnancy. — A  writer  in  the 
ZiOndon  Medical  Record  relates  the  case  of  a  young  woman  seized 
with  vomiting  of  pregnancy,  and  which  resisted  all  the  usual  forms 
of  treatment,  for  three  months.  After  everything  that  had  been 
suggested  had  been  tried  in  vain,  ether  spray  was  directed  upon 
the  epigastrium,  the  result  being  instant  relief.  After  the  first 
application  the  vomiting  ceased,  and  on  being  threatened  with  it 
again  a  month  or  so  later,  the  ether  treatment  was  reapplied  with 
permanent  relief  to  the  patient. 

*  Medical  News. 
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ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  CORPULENCE.* 

Among  the  most  interesting  discussions  which  took  place  in  the 
Congress  of  Internal  Medicines,  held  in  April,  1886,  in  Wiesbaden, 
the  debate  on  the  most  rational  and  successful  treatment  of  obesity 
occupied  a  prominent  place.  We  will  place  the  main  results  only 
before  our  readers,  and  refer  those  desiring  a  fuller  information  to 
the  Zeitschrift  filr  Therapie^  May  1,  1885;  Centralblatt  filr  hi.  Med., 
May  16,  1885;  and  Deutsche  Mediz.  Zeitung,  May,  1885.  Medi- 
cines are  no  longer  regarded  as  in  any  way  influencing  obesity. 
Change  of  regimen  is  now  universally  admitted  as  the  only  method 
of  disposing  of  an  undesirable  surplus  of  fat.  This  change  of  regi- 
men may  consist  in  altered  food,  in  an  altered  modus  vivendi,  or  in 
both.  Any  cure  must  be  regarded  as  irrational  which  tends  to  gene- 
ral inanition,  and  as  inadmissible  which  cannot  be  executed  with- 
out taxing  the  patient  with  great  deprivations  or  serious  inter- 
ference with  his  duties.  All  methods  are  intended  to  limit  the 
previously  abundant  supply  of  food-stuffs,  either  by  cutting  down 
the  ingestion  of  all  varieties  of  food,  or  only  that  of  certain  special 
kinds.  The  latter  method  depending  upon  the  exclusion  of  articles 
of  diet  making  the  fat  of  the  body,  it  is  to  be  determined'which 
food  must  be  regarded  as  such.  We  know  that  under  certain  condi- 
tions fat  may  be  made  by  albumen,  fat,  and  the  carbo-hydrates.  As 
albumen  is  an  indispensable  factor  of  general  nutrition,  fat  and 
the  carbo-hydrates  will  claim  our  sole  attention  in  any  attempt  to 
remove  obesity  by  dietetic  measures.  Ebstein  allows  his  patients  a 
certain  moderate  amount  of  fat,  but  far  less  than  Yoit;  his  cure 
consequently  has  been  erroneously  called  "the  fat-cure."  Experi- 
ence has  proven  that  Ebstein's  method,  which,  to  sum  up,  consists 
in  withdrawing  or  limiting  the  carbo-hydrates,  allowing  the  usual 
quantity  of  albumen  and  even  a  moderate  proportion  of  fat,  has 
succeeded  in  removing  the  surplus  of  fat  in  very  many  individuals. 
In  allowing  a  certain  quantity  of  fat,  Ebstein  argues,  the  Rensations 
of  hunger  and  thirst  are  reduced,  thus  preventing  overeating. 

The  type  of  treatment  which  consists  in  withdrawing  the  fatty 
matters  is  the  Banting  cure.  This  method  allows  almost  exclusively 
of  ^  meat  diet,  forbids  not  only  all  fats,  but  also  all  carbo-hydratea, 

*  Therapeutic  Gazette. 
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and  even  all  liquid  diet  (as  nearly  as  feasible).  It  is  not  surprising 
that  all  of  these  methods,  producing  serious  alterations  in  the 
tissue-changes,  and  prescribing  stringent  dietetic  rules,  never  secured 
anything  like  a  general  popularity. 

Voit  recently  introduced  a  modification  of  the  Banting  cure,  the 
nucleus  of  which  was  the  augmentation  of  the  carbo-hydrates  and 
a  reduction  of  albumen.  Other  more  or  less  efficient  methods  are 
those  which  depend  upon  the  exclusion  of  liquids. 

Ebstein's  general  rhiime  can  be  comprised  in  the  following 
theses: 

1.  The  Banting  cure  is  a  successful  but  not  a  rational  method,  as 
it  is  applicable  for  a  limited  period  only,  and  injures  health  by  the 
demanded  ingestion  of  an  excess  of  meat  and  the  withdrawal  of 
carbo-hvdrates. 

2.  Methods  depending  upon  limiting  the  liquid  diet,  such  as  pro- 
posed by  Dancel  and  Oertel,  are  rational,  but  difficult  to  execute  on 
account  of  the  unavoidable  excessive  thirst. 

3.  Ebstein's  method  is  both  rational  and  successfully  practica- 
ble. It  reduces  hunger  and  thirst,  and  thus  facilitates  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  general  supply  of  solids  and  liquids.  The  relatively 
small  quantity  of  fat  allowed  equals  as  a  strengthening  factor  a 
two  and  a  half  times  as  large  a  quantity  of  carbo-hydrates.  Hence 
this  method  is  well  adapted  to  the  combination  with  suitable  gym- 
nastic exercises. 

4.  Forced  muscular  movements,  together  with  profuse  perspira- 
tion, as  recommended  by  Stockes  and  Oertel,  for  the  treatment  of 
cardiac  weakness  depending  upon  constitutional  lipomatosis,  require 
great  care  and  caution.  Atheromatous  conditions,  of  course,  would 
be  a  positive  veto  to  the  application  of  this  method,  which  in  this 
case  can  be  supplanted  by  withdrawing  the  water,  though  heating 
the  skin  by  warm  air  (Roman  baths). 

5.  Medicines  and  mineral  waters  are  at  least  dispensable,  many 
being  therapeutically  inert,  others  positively  injurious. 

The  discussion  of  the  subject,  participated  in  by  Unna  (Ham- 
burg), Bauer  (Munich),  Zuntz  (Berlin),  Baelz  (Tokio)  and  Juergen- 
sen,  brought  out  many  other  interesting  points. 

Zuntz  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  mineral  waters,  which  increased 
the  supply  of  salt  solutions,  and  indirectly  of  oxygen,  favoring  thus 
the  combustion  and  excretion  of  carbo-hydrates.  Unna  drew  a 
distinction  between  muscular,  tegumental,  and  intestinal  fat,  and 
held  that  the  processes  of  growth  and  disappearance  were  different 
for  each  kind,  showing  that  no  one  method  of  treatment  would  be 
efficient  for  each  type  of  fat. 

Baelz  asserted  the  complete  absence  of  obesity  in  Japan  among 
the  working  classes,  which  live  almost  exclusively  on  a  vegetable 
diet,  take  but  little  water  and  no  alcohol  at  all. 

Juergensen,  in  conclusion^of  the  discussion,  pointed  out  the  dan- 
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or  tolerable  ease  for  eight  or  nine  hours.  Injections  of  cocaine  and 
atropine,  with  or  without  niprphine,.likewi8e  cause  analgesia,  though 
symptoms  of  atropine  intoxication  usually  appeared.  Rusconi  also 
made  some  interesting  general  observations  with  cocainel 

A  two  per  cent,  solution  painted  on  the  healthy  skin  renders  the 
latter  rapidly  pale.  After  two  minutes  sensibility  has  almost 
entirely  disappeared,  so  that  a  needle  may  be  inserted  in  the  skin 
without  being  felt  at  all,  and  a  piece  of  ice  is  only  appreciated  after 
a  minute  or  so.  The  aperture  made  by  the  needle  does  not  draw 
any  blood.  After  ten  minutes  sensibility  reappears,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  wound  begins  to  bleed.  Still  more  effective  is  the 
anaesthesia  caused  by  a  three  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine.  Deeply- 
seated  pains,  such  as  in  parametritis,  can  be  assuaged  by  merely 
painting  the  abdominal  region  corresponding  to  the  uterine  local- 
ity.  We  should,  however,  think  that  a  tampon  saturated  with  a 
two  per  cent,  solution  and  inserted  into  the  vagina  or  the  uterus 
would  be  more  efficient.  In  fact,  such  an  anaesthesia,  produced 
simply  by  painting  the  skin,  is  of  sufficient  duration  to  allow  of  the 
painless  execution  of  incisions  and  minor  operations. 

A  lady  suffering  from  neuralgia  of  the  trigminus  could  always 
obtain  relief  within  a  minute  by  inserting  a  cotton  tampon  immersed 
into  a  one  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine  into  the  ear.  In  ulcerous 
or  carcinomatous  processes  of  the  vagina,  tampons,  or  even  brush- 
ing with  cocaine,  brings  also  prompt  relief. 


Adonis  Vebnalis  and  Convallabia  Majalis  {TherapeiUic 
Gazette). — These  drugs  have  been  clinically  tested  by  Dr.  Gluziuski 
{I^zeglad  Lekarski),  Nos.  46-49,  1884)  as  to  their  claim  of  being 
substitutes  for  digitalis.  Both  drugs  were  given  in  the  form  of  an 
infusion,  and  to  meet  the  usual  indications  of  digitalis.  In  cases- 
of  insufficient  compensation,  the  regulatory  effects  of  both  drugs 
were  very  conspicuous  ;  the  heart-beats  became  more  distinct  and 
quiet,  the  pulse  more  tense  but  less  accelerated,  the  entire  cardiac 
irregularity  growing  less  and  less  manifest.  Besides,  the  ventricles 
grew  smaller  and  the  heart-sounds  more  distinct.  The  quantity  of 
urine  voided  rose  from  300  to  2,000  and  3,000  c.c.  The  symptoms 
of  dropsy  receded  or  disappeared  wholly.  The  subjective  symp- 
toms likewise  visibly  improved,  especially  the  dyspnoea  and  palpita- 
tion of  the  heart.  Compared  with  digitalis,  the  latter  seems  to 
act  more  promptly  than  adonis,  and  this  again  excels  convallaria. 
In  some  cases  digitalis  was  clearly  useless,  while  these  substitutes- 
acted  satisfactorily.  It  is  both  interesting  and  valuable  to  know 
that,  provided  a  few  doses  of  digitalis  were  given  before  the  sub- 
stitutes, these  showed  an  intensity  of  action  far  superior  to  the 
power  of  digitalis.  Both  remedies  are  free  from  cumulative  effects, 
and  are  hence  very  eligible  for  protracted  use,  or  in  patients  that 
lack  medical  control. 
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Delay  AN. — We  were  much  pained  to  receive  intelligence  of  the 
sad  death  of  J.  Savage  Delavan,  M.  D.,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.  The 
doctor  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  Saranac  region  every  year 
for  recreation.  On  July  31,  he  was  hunting,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  a  guide.  He  espied  a  large  hawk  while  seated  in  his  boat, 
partly  rising  he  fired,  the  gun  kicked,  the  doctor  lost  his  balance, 
which  upset  the  boat,  and  both  the  doctor  and  the  guide  were 
drowned.  Poor  Mrs.  D.,  entangled  in  the  fishing  tackle  of  the  boat, 
floated  about  for  nine  hours  before  she  was  discovered  and  rescued. 

At  the  meeting  held  by  the  Albany  County  Medical  Society,  the 
following  tribute  was  prepared  by  H.  M.  Paine,  M.  D.,  and  passed 
unanimously,  after  remarks  by  Drs.  Waldo,  Pratt,  Carroll,  Paine 
and  Jones: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Albany  County  Homoeopa- 
thic Medical  Society  have  learned  with  deepest  sorrow  and  regret 
of  the  sudden  death  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Delavan,  one  of  its  founders  and 
one  of  its  most  devoted  and  earnest  supporters. 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  signify  the  sense  of  the  great  loss 
which  we  have  sustained  in  the  death  of  our  esteemed  colleague, 
and  give  expression  to  the  high  appreciation  of  his  valued  services 
to  the  medical  profession,  of  which  he  was  an  honored  and  useful 
member,  and  to  the  homoeopathic  school,  of  which  he  was  an  able 
and  distinguished  representative. 

Resolved,  That  in  this  afflictive  dispensation  we  have  been  de- 
prived of  a  member  whose  quick  perceptions,  sound  and  reliable 
suggestions  and  rich  experience,  rendered  him  a  safe  and  valued 
associate,  and  the  sick  and  suffering  a  friend  and  counselor  whose 
benignant  presence  will  not  be  readily  replaced  or  supplied. 

Resolved,  That  while  his  sterling  good  sense,  his  manly  and 
generous  impulses,  his  affable,  genial  an'd  social  qualities  of  heart 
and  mind  endeared  him  to  the  public,  he  was  also  held  in  high 
esteem  by  his  medical  associates  on  account  of  his  careful  regard 
for  the  courtesies  and  amenities  of  professional  fellowship. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  entered  on  the 
records  of  this  society,  and  be  published  in  the  daily  press. 

Goodman. — Dr.  C.  H.  Goodman,  of  St.  Louis,  has  been  recently 
afflicted  by  the  demise  of  his  wife,  who  is  referred  to  by  the  St. 
Louis  Periscope,  as  a  woman  of  rare  personal,  mental  and  social 
graces.  We  extend  to  Dr.  G.  our  heartiest  sympathy  in  his  bereave- 
ment. May  He  who  gives  everlasting  consolation,  comfort  his 
heart. 

Wise. — Dr.  J.  M.  Wise,  of  Frankfort,  Indiana,  died  of  general 
paralysis  on  the  13th  of  July,  1885.  He  had  been  suffering  from 
heart  disease  since  1877.  We  trust  that  he  is  now  where  none  can 
ever  say,  "  I  am  in  great  anguish,"  *'  I  am  in  sorrow,"  "  I  am  in 
trouble."     Tears  wiped  away^  from  all  faces. 
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Dake, — J.  P.  Dake,  Sr.,  M.  D.,  accompanied  by  his  son.  Dr.  J.  P.  D.,  Jr.,  ib 
BOW  in  Europe.  We  shall  hope  for  his  speedy  and  safe  return  much  invigor- 
ated. 

DoLAN. — Dr.  A.  Stanley  Dolan  (M.  D.  University  of  Michigan),  has  been 
appointed  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum  for  Insane  Criminals  at 
Ionia,  Mich. 

Dayfoot. — Dr.  H.  M.  Dayf oot  succeeds  Dr.  Moffat  as  Secretary  of  the  New 
York  Homoeopathic  Society. 

Moffat. — Dr.  John  L.  Moflfat,  late  Secretary  of  the  New  York  State  Horn- 
<£ophatic  Society,  is  now  on  his  "around  the  world"  trip.  May  he  find  satis- 
faction and  profit  in  his  travels,  and  a^safe  return. 

Richardson. — W.  C.  Richardson,  M.  D. ,  has  been  appointed  to  the  chair  of 
Surgical  Diseases  of  Women  in  the  Medical  College  of  Missouri. 

Runnels. — O.  S.  Runnels,  M.  D.,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  was  appointed  Pre- 
sident of  the  American  Institute  at  its  last  meeting. 

Small. — Prof.  A.  E.  Smairs  work  on  Theory  and  Practice  will  be  pub- 
lished shortly. 

Sanders. — O.  S.  Sanders,  M.  D.,  of  Boston,  published  a  good  article  upon 
Asiatic  Cholera  in  the  Sunday  Globe  of  that  city  on  July  4th. 

Sawyer. — Alfred  I.  Sawyer  was  made  Vice-President  of  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Homoeopathy  at  the  last  session  at  St  Louis. 

Ward.— J.  W.  Ward,  M.  D.,  formerly  Resident  Phvsician  of  the  Hahne- 
mann Hospital  of  New  York,  has  returned  to  San  Jos6,  Cal.,  to  practice. 
He  will  doubtless  meet  the  success  that  his  qual^cations  and  worth  entitle 
him  to  receive. 

Wilkinson. — Dr.  James  John  Garth  Wilkinson,  of  London,  is  the  author  of 
"  The  Greater  Origins  and  Issues  of  Life  and  Death."  He  is  an  original 
thinker  and  brilliant  writer. 

Wood. — J.  C.  Wood,  M.  D.,  was  appointed  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women 
and  Children  at  our  College  at  Ann  Arbor  at  its  late  reorganization. 

Wilson. — Prof.  T.  P.  Wilson  has  been  recuperating  at  Orchard  Lake.  We 
trust  that  he  found  this  delightful  and  invigorating  region  so  attractive  he 
will  come  again. 

MARITAL. 


Macomber — Adams. — George  N.  Macomber,  M.  D.,  was  married  on  the 
^d  of  September,  1885,  to  Miss  Minnie  C.  Adams.  May  the  year  be  an 
autumn  of  blessing,  a  winter  of  content,  and  a  spring  of  promise,  bringing 
the  sweet  summer  of  fruitage. 

REMOVALS. 


Baldwin — Dr.  C.  A.,  from  Jackson,  Mich.,  to  New  York. 

Brown — Dr.  H.  W.,  to  Coldwater,  Mich. 

Coolidge — Dr.  John  W.,  from  Carbondale  to  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Cornell — Dr.  G.  B.,  from  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  to  Edgartown,  Mass. 

Duncan— Dr.  W.  C,  to  Oakfield,  Wis. 

Grant — Dr.  A.  B,,  from  Lowell,  Mich.,  to  Ionia,  Mich. 

Halsey — Dr.  F.  W.,  to  544  Columbus  ave.,  Boston. 

Keith— Dr.  W.  E.,  from  Franklin  Falls,  N.  H.,  to  San  Jos6,  Cal. 

LowRY— Dr.  J.  H.,  from  Centre  Point,  Iowa,  to  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Miller — Dr.  John  F.,  to  New  York  City. 

Markham — Dr.  R.  C,  from  Marquette  to  Jackson,  Mich. 

Muzzy — Dr.  C.  A.,  from  Newton,  Wis,,  to  Viroqua,  Wis. 
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PROF.  S.  A.  JONES,  M.  D.,  ANN  ARBOR,  EDITOR. 


STRAMONIUM. 

ITS  PHYSIOLOGICAL  ACTION  AND  THERAPEUTIC  USES. 


B^  ALFRED  C.  POPE,  M.  D.* 

The  Datura  Stramonium,  or  thorn  apple,  belonging  to  the  natural 
order  of  the  Solanacece,  is  found  in  Europe,  Asia  and  North  Amer- 
ica, chiefly  among  rubbish  heaps  and  around  ruins.  It  flowers  in 
summer  time,  is  collected  when  both  flowers  and  fruit  are  present, 
and  the  entire  plant  used  in  the  preparation  of  the  tincture  employed 
in  medicine.f 

Our  knowledge  of  the  physiological  properties  of  this  plant  is 
chiefly  derived  from  a  proving  made  by  Hahnemann,  together  with 
some  five  and  thirty  cases  of  poisoning  collected  by  him  from  older 
authors,  which  you  will  find  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Materia 
Medica  Para,  edited  by  Dr.  Dudgeon  and  Dr.  Hughes.  Nearly 
two  hundred  cases  of  poisoning  collected  by  Dr.  Allen,  and  a  few 
more  or  less  fragmentary  provings  made  of  late  years,  are  contained 
in  the  article  Stramonium  in  Allen's  Encyclopaedia, 

In  its  general  action  Stramonium  may  be  said  to  be  a  pure  neuro- 
tic— the  entire  force  of  the  drug  being  expended  upon  the  nervous 
system.  Hence  while  of  the  greatest  value  in  some  very  serious 
forms  of  disease,  its  sphere  of  action  is  much  more  restricted  than 
is  that  of  many  powerfully  acting  medicines.  Delirium,  mental 
excitement  proceeding  to  mania,  and  convulsions  constitute  the 
chief  of  the  phenomena  arising  from  poisoning  by  Stramonium, 

In  endeavouring  to  place  before  you  such  an  account  of  the  con- 
ditions produced  by  this  drug — of  the  phenomena  which  character- 
ise them — as  may  enable  you  to  use  it  clinically  with  advantage,  I 
will,  in  the  first  place,  give  the  details  of  three  well  marked  cases 

*  Revised  from  a  Lecture  delivered  at  the  London  School  of  Homoeopathy,  1882-88. — 
Monthly  HomoRopathic  Review. 

t  The  most  efficacious  tincture  is  prepared  from  the  seeds.  When  fresh  and  good  it  is 
jellow-brown  giving  a  vivid  green  reflection.  E.  A.  L. 
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of  poisoning  by  it — cases  which  exhibit  nearly  all  the  indications 
of  perverted  function  that  tStranionium  excites. 

In  the  St.  George's  Hospital  Reports  for  1869,  Dr.  Paget  Blake, 
of  Torquay,  recounts  one  of  the  most  complete  and  instructive 
cases  of  Stramonium  poisoning  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  The 
patient  was  a  gentleman  subject  to  attacks  of  asthma,  to  relieve 
which  he  took  lodgings  in  Torquay,  and  on  the  night  previous  to 
Dr.  Blake's  being  summoned  to  him,  he  had  taken  from  a  drachm 
to  a  drachm-and-a-half  of  the  tincture  of  Stram,onium  for  the  same 
purpose.  He  had  gone  to  bed  at  11.30,  and  had  been  heard  pacing 
his  room  and  making  an  unusual  disturbance  until  about  4.30  a.  m. 
At  seven  his  servant  rapped  at  his  door  as  usual,  but  getting  no 
answer  and  thinking  he  might  be  asleep  after  a  restless  night,  did 
not  disturb  him  until  8  o'clock,  when  on  entering  the  room  he  found 
him  with  his  feet  at  the  door  as  if  he  had  bpen  pushing  against  it, 
and  his  head  completely  under  the  bed.  He  was  cold,  speechless 
and  apparently  dying.  In  this  condition  of  collapse  Dr.  Blake 
found  him,  the  room  being  in  a  state  of  indescribable  disorder  as 
regards  furniture.  The  features  were  sunken;  skin  icy  cold  and 
covered  with  a  clammy  sweat;  the  hands  and  feet  livid  (the  former 
being  much  bruised);  no  pulse  perceptible;  heart's  action  feeble 
and  intermittent;  pupils  so  contracted  as  to  be  scarcely  discernible. 
Sinapism,  friction  and  fomentation  were  applied.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  pour  a  little  brandy  down  his  throat,  when  it  was  found 
that  he  could  not  swallow.  He  was  unconscious,  could  not  be 
roused  by  the  loudest  shouting,  or  moved  by  pinching;  the  arms 
and  legs  when  lifted  fell  placid  and  lifeless.  Dyspnoea  was  terri- 
ble, respiration  being  a  succession  of  deep  sobs  and  gasps.  In  an 
hour,  the  pulse  became  perceptible,  the  heart's  action  firm,  and  the 
surface  warmer.  Presently  an  emetic  dose  of  sulphate  of  zinc  was 
got  down,  and  the  contents  of  the  stomach  were  ejected.  He  now 
began  to  rally,  opened  his  eyes,  stared  about  him,  the  pupils  were 
still  intensely  contracted;  on  waving  a  hand  before  the  eyes  he 
neither  blinked  nor  took  any  notice — he  evidently  could  not  see. 
There  was  still  the  same  terrible  spasm  of  the  throat  at  each  attempt 
to  swallow,  but  the  fluids  did  eventually  pass  after  much  strugi^ling. 
About  12.30  the  pupils  began  to  expand  and  vision  gradually 
returned.  He  looked  enquiringly  round  the  room,  and  that  with 
some  degree  of  terror,  apparently  wondering  at  the  stransjfe  scene 
dawning  upon  him.  He  continued  gulping,  as  if  vainly  strivinijj  to 
get  rid  of  some  substance  in  the  throat,  and  made  ineffectual 
attempts  to  speak,  but  not  a  syllable  could  he  articulate;  the  mouth 
was  too  dry  and  parched,  the  secretion  of  saliva  being  evidently 
entirely  suspended.  An  ounce  of  castor  oil,  which  had  been  got 
down  an  hour  or  so  previously,  brought  away  a  highly  offensive 
evacuation.  Shortly  afterwards  a  smart  reaction  set  in.  The  face 
became  flushed,  the  head  congested.     He  muttered  unintelligible 
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sounds,  looked  wildly  around,  and  could  not  be  made  to  do  what 
he  was  told,  though  he  apparently  understood  all  that  was  going 
on.  He  kept  wanting  seemingly  to  clutch  at  some  person  or  persons 
who,  he  imagined,  were  before  him,  but  he  could  not  use  his  arms 
though  he  tried  to  do  so.  There  were  no  convulsions,  but  the  arms 
and  legs  were  now  quite  rigid.  He  kept  improving  during  the 
day,  but  could  not  articulate,  though  he  was  mild,  tractable  and 
gentle.  The  chief  symptoms  gradually  disappeared.  He  could 
not,  however,  speak  at  all  intelligibly  until  the  end  of  the  next  day, 
and  then  continually  misplaced  words,  calling  his  head  his  foot, 
his  arm  his  leg,  and  misnaming  the  things  he  required,  though 
ludicrously  unconscious  of  his  perpetual  misnomers.  All  this  day, 
too,  he  simply  answered  when  spoken  to,  but  never  volunteered  any 
remarks,  and  was  constantly  muttering  a  strange  jargon  of  sentences. 
It  was  several  days  ere  he  could  converse  without  calling  some- 
thing by  a  wrong  name. 

On  recovery  he  had  no  recollection  whatever  of  anything  that 
occurred  from  the  time  of  his  taking  the  dose  until  on  the  evening 
of  the  third  day  he  noticed  Dr.  Blake  standing  by  his  bedside. 

We  cannot  but  regret  the  lack  of  observation  of  the  events  of 
the  night  after  taking  the  Stramonium^  but  the  wild  confusion  in 
which  the  furniture  in  the  room  was  found,  and  the  fact  of  his 
having  been  heard  moving  about  the  room  until  4  in  the  morning, 
suggest,  as  Dr.  Blake  remarks,  "a  period  of  wild  delirium  prior  to 
the  collapse  in  which  he  was  found,  during  which  he  was  fighting 
with  some  imaginary  enemy  at  whom  he  knocked  about  in  all  direc- 
tions, dispersing  everything  right  and  left,  when  he  received  the 
blows  and  scars  which  marked  both  his  hands.  Having  demolished 
his  supposed  antagonist  he  probably  placed  both  his  feet  against  the 
door  to  prevent  any  fresh  intruder  coming  in,  and  then  put  his  head 
under  the  bed  for  additional  security." 

Assuming,  as  I  think  we  may  fairly  do,  the  correctness  of  these 
suppositions,  we  have  a  perfect  picture  of  the  violent  delirium 
accompanied  with  hallucinations  and  fright,  which  are  so  eminently 
characteristic  of  the  action  of  Stramonium  and  of  the  cases  in 
which  it  is  so  valuable  a  medicine.  The  dose  was  a  heavy  one. 
The  period  of  excitement  was  followed  by  a  state  of  collapse.  This 
being  partially  recovered  from,  reaction  sets  in,  and  then  we  have 
another  group  of  symptoms  equally  characteristic  of  the  less  severe 
disturbance  produced  by  Stramonium,.  The  hallucinations  are 
present,  he  is  more  or  less  unmanageable,  and,  but  for  the  paralysis 
arising  from  the  exhaustion,  would  probably  have  been  quite  so. 
These  symptoms  gradually  subside,  and  then  we  have  a  well-marked 
aphasia,  or  to  speak  more  accurately,  we  have  a  combination  of 
aphemia — he  could  not  for  some  time  articulate  anything — and  of 
amnesia.  When  he  recovered  some  degree  of  articulating  power, 
his  memory  of   words  was  lacking,  or,  perhaps  we  might  say,  his 
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appreliension  of  the  meaning  of  words  was  wanting — he  misnamed 
the  things  he  wished  for,  being  all  the  time  unconscious  that  he 
was  doing  so. 

It  is  clear,  from  this  case,  that  the  tendency  of  Stramonium, 
when  its  full  influence  is  exerted,  is  to  disturb  that  portion  of  the 
brain  "in  which,"  as  Dr.  Bristowe  explains,  "  words  are  transformed 
into  ideas  and  revised  in  thought,"  and  which  "  acts  in  the  process 
of  transforming  them  again  into  articulate  speech,  upon  the  centres 
of  origin  of  the  various  nerves  of  speech,  through  the  intermediate 
agency  of  a  special  co-ordinating  centre."  This  centre  being  prob- 
ably situated  somewhere  in  or  below  the  corpus  striatum. 

A  second  case  gives  a  vivid  picture  of  the  phase  of  delirium 
Stramonium  excites.  It  is  reported  by  Dr.  Dunham  in  his  Lectures 
on  Materia  Medica.  The  patient  was  a  man  suffering  from  ulcer- 
ated legs,  to  heal  which  he  had  applied  the  leaves  of  the  thorn 
apple.  The  following  is  Dr.  Dunham's  description  of  the  state  in 
which  he  was  when  he  visited  him: — 

*'I  found  him,"  he  writes,  "dressed,  and  lying  on  a  lounge.  He 
recognised  me,  and  immediately  apologised  for  not  rising,  stating 
that  his  limbs  were  not  under  his  control;  and,  in  fact,  I  found 
afterwards  that  they  were  paralysed.  His  face  was  covered  with 
patches  of  an  irregular  shape,  not  elevated  above  the  rest  of  the 
skin,  and  of  a  brilliant  fiery  red.  The  conjunctiva  was  injected, 
the  pupils  immensely  dilated;  the  whole  expression  of  the  eye  was 
brilliant,  restless,  suspicious,  and  roving.  The  brow  was  corrugated. 
The  appearance  of  the  patient  suggested  mania,  and  I  might  have 
at  once  pronounced  it  a  case  of  delirium  tremens,  had  I  not  well 
known  the  temperate  habits  of  my  patient.  The  tongue  was  moist, 
the  papillae  enlarged,  and  projecting  through  a  soft  white  fur.  The 
limbs  were  motionless.  The  arms,  on  the  contrary,  were  constantly 
reaching  forward  and  upward,  with  an  uncertain  tremulous  motion, 
as  if  the  patient  were  endeavouring  to  seize  some  object  which  he 
indistinctly  perceived  in  the  air.  As  I  sat  observing  him,  he  sud- 
denly turned  towards  the  wall,  exclaiming,  *  There  are  those  bugs; 
help  me  to  catch  them!'  'What  bugs?' I  asked.  *  There,' he 
replied,  *  a  long  train  of  bed-bugs,  and  after  them  a  procession  of 
beetles,  and  here  comes  crawling  over  me  a  host  of  cockroaches.' 
He  shrank  back  in  much  alarm.  Then  suddenly  he  turned  to  me, 
saying,*!  believe  I  know  they  are  not  really  bugs,  but,  except 
once  in  a  while,  they  seem  real  to  me.'  This  scene  was  many  times 
repeated.  For  some  time  I  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  con- 
dition of  my  patient.  At  length  the  peculiar,  almost  convulsive, 
motions  of  his  upper  extremities,  while  the  lower  extremities  were 
nearly  paralysed,  together  with  the  aspect  of  the  face,  and  the 
mental  condition,  suggested  Stramonium  to  my  mind.  His  family 
knew  nothing  of  his  having  used  it,  but  when  he  heard  me  mention 
the  name,  he  pointed  to  his  legs,  where,  on  examination,  I  found 
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a  quantity  of  the  bruised  green  leaves,  which  he  had  applied  to  the 
ulcers,  it  seems,  the  night  before,  in  the  hope  of  relieving  pain." 

The  delirium  in  this  case  is  generally  characteristic  of  that  met 
with  in  delirium  tremens.  The  uncertain,  tremulous  motions,  as  if 
the  patient  were  endeavouring  to  seize  some  object  which  he  indis- 
tinctly perceived  in  the  air,  and  then  the  hallucination  of  cock- 
roaches on  the  wall — such  symptoms  as  these  are  precisely  those 
one  would  look  for  in  the  delirium  of  a  well-marked  and  fairly 
advanced  case  of  that  disease.  In  other  conditions  presenting 
delirium  of  this  kind  you  will  find  that  Stramonium  will  often 
rapidly  calm  your  patient.  One  such  I  saw  many  years  ago.  In 
this  the  delirium  arose  from  a  sudden  retrocession  of  an  erysipe- 
latous eruption,  produced  by  a  lotion  prescribed  for  the  patient  by 
a  druggist.  Her  shouting  and  noise  and  struggles  to  get  away 
were  serious  enough.  I  gave  her  a  few  drop  doses  of  the  3rd  dec. 
dilution  of  Stram>onium  at  intervals  of  10  minutes,  and  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  her  perfectly  calm  within  an  hour  afterwards. 
The  erysipelatous  blush  shortly  reappeared  on  her  face. 

The  third  case  was  originally  reported  by  Dr.  Btlrkner,  of  Dessau, 
in  the  Allgemeine  Homoopathische  Zeitung^  January  13th,  1873. 
The  translation  of  it,  from  which  I  quote,  appears  in  the  Homoeo- 
pathic JReview,  vol.  xvii.,  page  116.  The  patient  was  a  boy,  three 
years  of  age,  who  had  found  and  eaten  a  small  thorn  apple.  When 
seen  he  was  in  bed,  "  with  highly  flushed  face,  sparkling  eyes,  and 
continuous  movements  of  the  limbs  and  of  the  whole  body — at  one 
time  listening,  and  apparently  understanding  when  spoken  to,  at 
the  next  paying  attention  to  nothing,  as  if  unconscious,  but  evi- 
dently occupied  with  all  kinds  of  illusions  and  hallucinations." 

"  The  most  stricking  features  of  the  case  at  first  sight  were,"  says 
Dr.  Btlrkner,  "the  serious  affection  of  the  sensorium  and  the 
spasmodic  movements.  The  whole  body  was  in  continual  motion; 
all  the  muscles  twitching,  as  in  St.  Vitus'  Dance.  The  features 
constantly  varied  in  expression,  at  one  moment  being  drawn  up  as 
if  to  smile,  at  the  next  wearing  an  expression  of  astonishment  or 
joyful  surprise,  the  lips  meanwhile  moving  as  if  speaking  earnestly, 
or  pointing  themselves  as  if  to  whistle;  the  mouth  opened  and  shut 
noisily,  and  the  tongue  was  protruded  quickly  at  times,  and  licked 
the  lips.  The  whole  head  was  thrown  backwards  and  forwards, 
the  spine  and  the  whole  body  making  spasmodic  twistings,  and  the 
patient  appeared  to  be  constantly  making  unavailing  efforts  to  sit 
up.  The  constant  movements  of  the  arms  and  legs  were  not  spas- 
modic, but  uncertain  and  purposeless;  the  hands  were  oftenest 
carried  towards  the  face,  rubbing  the  nose  and  mouth,  and  pulling 
the  lips,  or  else  they  clutched  at  imaginary  objects,  picked  the  bed 
clothes,  rubbed  or  scratched  the  breast  and  neck.  Then,  for  a 
moment,  the  arras  sank,  as  if  fatigued,  to  the  side,  but  almost 
immediately  the  play  of  the  muscles  would  recommence. 
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"The  face  was  meanwhile  dark  red,  as  from  congestion;  the  eyes 
wide  open  and  glittering  wildly,  but  more  motionless  and  staring; 
the  pupils  greatly  dilated,  and  barely  sensible  to  light.  The  sense 
of  hearing  seemed  very  much  deadened,  but  once  or  twice  an 
interval  occurred,  during  which  it  was  very  acute.  The  mouth  and 
tongue  were  dry  and,  like  the  face,  deeply  reddened.  There  was 
partial  paralysis  of  the  organs  of  speech;  the  patient  constantly 
endeavoring  to  speak  hurriedly,  but  he  seldom  uttered  words;  it 
was  merely  a  sort  of  barking,  stammering,  or  muttering.  He  was 
able,  however,  now  and  then  to  sing  two  or  three  notes,  and  occa- 
sionally to  whistle,  this  being  followed  by  loud  laughing.  The 
voice  sounded  hoarse  and  screechy. 

"That  this  was  also  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles  of  the  throat, 
and  a  species  of  paralysis  resulting  therefrom,  was  evident  from 
the  difficulty  of  swallowing,  which  was  so  great  that  it  was  hardly 
possible  to  administer  any  liquids,  or  even  a  spoonful  of  medicine, 
although  he  appeared  to  be  almost  choked  with  thirst.  The  feel- 
ing of  constriction  in  the  throat  was  evidently  the  cause  of  his 
persevering  efforts  to  carry  the  hand  towards  the  mouth  and  throat. 
.  .  .  The  febrile  symptoms  were  very  characteristic,  especially 
of  the  disturbance  of  the  circulation.  Between  the  glowing  heat 
and  redness  of  the  head  and  face,  and  the  coldness  and  pallor  of 
the  rest  of  the  body — between  the  temperature  (98^  26  F.)  in  the 
axilla,  and  the  small,  weak  pulse  of  162  in  the  minute,  coupled  with 
the  slightly  accelerated,  though  oppressed  and  occasionally  spas- 
modic, breathing,  the  contrast  was  very  striking.  The  hands  and 
feet  felt  decidedly  cool,  and  often  had  a  bluish  appearance.  The 
whole  surface  of  the  skin  was  dry.  The  temperature  in  the  mouth 
could  not  be  taken,  owing  to  its  constant  spasmodic  movements." 

The  symptoms  narrated  in  these  three  cases  are  such  as  are 
characteristic  of  some  cases  of  acute  mania,  of  a  form  of  delirium 
met  with  not  only  in  delirium  tremens,  but  in  typhus  fever,  and 
indeed  such  as  may  sppear  in  several  acute  diseases  where  the 
cerebrum  is  actively  disordered,  and  of  acute  chorea. 

Dr.  Worcester  {Lectures  on  Insanity^  p.  200),  precisionises  the 
special  indications  for  Stramonium  in  a  case  of  acute  mania  as 
follows: — "There  is  a  strong  desire  for  light  and  company;  he  can- 
not bear  to  be  alone;  the  ideas  are  strange  and  absurd;  thinks  him- 
self tall,  double,  or  lying  crosswise,  one  half  of  the  body  cut  off. 
Thinks  he  converses  with  spirits,  and  prays  fervently.  Terrifying 
hallucinations;  sees  ghosts;  hears  voices;  sees  strangers,  or  imagines 
animals  to  be  running  around,  or  jumping  at  him.  Talks  all  the 
time;  sings  and  makes  verses.  Coma;  spasms;  unconsciousness; 
law  hangs;  hands  and  feet  twitch;  eyes  roll;  pupils  dilated;  grasp- 
ing of  hands  towards  the  nose  and  ears,  ifec;  difficulty  in  swallow- 
ing liquids." 

Similarly  in  the  mania  of  epilepsy,  it  is  when  fear  is  excessive. 
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provoked  by  hallucinations,  and  when  the  convulsions  are  of  an 
opisthotonic  character,  and  excited  by  bright  light,  or  sudden 
causes  of  terror,  whether  real  or  imaginary,  that  Stramonium  has 
been  found  useful. 

To  the  special  indications  for  the  use  of  this  medicine  in  delirium 
tremens,  I  have  already  referred. 

In  the  delirium  of  typhus  and  typhoid  fevers.  Dr.  Trinks,  of 
Dresden  {Brit,  JL  Hornby  vol.  xxix.,  p.  323),  says  that  he  had 
found  Stramonium  indicated  when  the  delirium  had  "the  character 
of  a  monomania,  in  which  the  patients  were,  so  to  speak,  under 
the  influence  of  one  fixed  idea,  clung  to  it  obstinately,  pursued  it 
constantly,  and  when  for  a  time  they  were  diverted  from  it  always 
returned  to  it  again;  or  secondly,  delirium  in  which  the  patients 
repeated  poems  or  single  verses  of  poems,  or  sang  operatic  melodies, 
the  musical  accompaniment  of  which  they  heard,  &c. ;  or  finally  (1), 
delirium  in  the  form  of  visions,  in  which  they  saw  persons  they 
knew,  and  conversed  with  them;  or  strange  figures  that  inspired 
them  with  fear  and  horror,  from  which  they  sought  to  escape  by 
creeping  under  tlie  bed  clothes,  as  in  delirium  tremens  with 
hallucinations  of  the  senses  to  a  greater  or  lesser  degree."  The 
third  case  of  poisoning  I  cited  shows  the  character  of  the  convul- 
sive movements  Str ammonium  produces  to  resemble  those  of  chorea. 
In  acute  chorea,  that  which  has  developed  suddenly,  especially 
when  caused  by  fright,  and  where,  with  the  choreic  movements 
symptoms  of  cerebral  excitement  are  largely  intermingled,  Stra- 
nionium  is  eminently  useful.  In  a  case  under  my  care  a  few  years 
ago,  where  the  patient,  a  boy  of  10  or  12  years  of  age,  had  a  variety 
of  choreic  movements,  and  at  tlie  same  time  hallucinations,  fight- 
ing his  shadow  on  the  wall,  and  striking  out,  unconsciously,  at 
different  objects,  frequently  spitting  in  all  directions,  blurting  out^ 
absurd  words  in  the  middle  of  a  sentence  of  ordinary  conversation, 
without  the  slightest  idea  of  having  done  anything  of  the  kind, 
Stramonium  was  most  useful.  The  cerebral  symptoms  entirely 
disappeared  under  its  use,  and  never  recurred,  care  being  of  course 
taken  to  prevent  any  undue  strain  upon,  or  any  chance  of  excite- 
ment of,  the  nervous  system  for  some  months  afterwards.  It  is 
not  in  the  chronic  form  of  the  disease,  or  when  the  source  of  irri- 
tation is  purely  spinal,  that  it  is  of  service.  Here  medicines,  whose 
influence  is  less  transient,  such  as  zinc,  copper,  arsenic,  secale 
cornutum,  carbonate  of  lime,  and  sulphur,  will  be  better  indicated 
homoeopathically,  and  consequently  more  useful. 

In  the  third  stage  of  hydrophobia  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
Stramonium,  will  be  found  of  service.  The  characteristic  symptoms 
of  this  terrible  disease  have  been  especially  prominent  in  several 
cases  of  poisoning  by  it.  For  example,  they  were  so  in  the  follow- 
ing instance,  reported  in  the  Zeitung  Klinische  fur  Medecln^  1856, 
and  reproduced  in  Allen's  Micyclopcedia,  where  a  boy  had  eaten 
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the  seeds  of  the  plant.  The  symptoms  relating  to  this  phase  of 
disease  were  as  follows: — "Excessive  aversion,  amounting  even  to 
rage,  to  the  administration  of  any  liquid;  he  appeared  to  be  suffer- 
ing from  hydrophobia,  and  even  had  the  spasmodic  irritation  of 
the  pharyngeal  muscles,  so  that  anything  taken  choked  him,  and 
had  to  be  regurgitated." 

To  take  another  example,  Professor  Lobstein  in  his  dissertation 
on  the  vegetable  poisons  of  Alsace,  published  at  Stra8burg,in  1776, 
and  quoted  in  Medical  Facts  and  Observatiofis,  published  in  Lon- 
don in  1794,  in  describing  the  cases  of  two  children,  set.  7  and  9, 
poisoned  by  the  seeds,  says,  "they  were  much  convulsed;  when 
loudly  spoken  to,  or  when  anybody  touched  them,  their  convul- 
sions became  more  frequent  and  violent.  By  degrees  the  spasms 
grew  less  violent,  and  their  skin,  from  being  intensely  hot,  became 
moist;  their  pulse  was  still  quick,  but  softer.  They  now  rejected 
every  kind  of  liquid,  and  seemed  to  labor  under  hydrophobia,  for 
on  offering  a  cup  of  drink  to  them,  the  moment  it  touched  their 
lips  the  spasm  returned  with  great  violence." 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  among  the  Chinese  Stratnonium 
is  regarded  as  a  specific  in  cases  of  hydrophobia.  Dr.  Ozanam 
gives,  in  a  paper  on  this  point,  some  extracts  from  the  reports  of 
missionaries  confirming  this  fact.  {Bull,  de  la  Soc.  Med,  Honx,  de 
France^  vol.  xviii.) 

The  resemblances  presented  by  Stramonium  poisoning  we  have 
flo  far  considered  have  been  to  definite  morbid  states,  but  when 
proved  in  doses  which  are  perturbative  rather  than  dangerous  to 
life,  we  meet  with  phenomena  such  as  occur  in  various  forms  of 
disease  of  the  nervous  system  which  should  not  be  lost  sight  of, 
albeit  not  traceable  to  any  recognised  pathological  state,  simply 
.because  they  represent  the  beginnings  of  disease,  and  not  those 
ultimate  conditions  which  furnish  our  pathological  nomenclature. 

In  the  16th  volume  of  the  Homoeopathic  JReview  is  a  very  useful 
and  suggestive  proving,  revealing  symptoms  of  this  order  by  Mr. 
Theobald,  of  Blackheath.  After  the  usual  dryness  of  the  throat, 
he  had  a  dull,  not  definitely  localised,  headache,  his  sight  became 
confused,  he  was  unable  to  form  letters,  distant  objects  were  not 
affected.  The  headache  increased  and  is  described  as  "deep  in  the 
brain,"  and  constant.  The  presbyopia  increased  necessitating  the 
use  of  spectacles.  He  became  unsteady  and  staggering,  swaying 
slightly  from  side  to  side  in  walking.  Forgetfulness  and  mental 
confusion,  a  clouded  state  of  the  faculties  rapidly  developed,  until 
he  writes,  "I  upset  everything  I  touched."  A  friend,  to  whom  he 
was  talking,  "  seemed  to  me,"  he  says,  "  to  be  talking  to  me  out  of 
a  cloud,  or  as  if  he  was  a  figure  in  a  vision  and  not  a  reality,  and 
when  he  ceased  talking  I  subsided  into  a  sort  of  bewilderment, 
from  which  I  could  with  difficulty  rouse  myself.  My  writing  was 
an   unintelligible  scrawl.     I  lay  down  again  all  day  till  evening 
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dizzy  and  incapable,  with  dull  headache  on  the  vertex,  but  not 
much  pain." 

In  some  instances  there  has  been  a  form  of  diplopia  produced 
when  the  letters  appear  one  higher  than  the  other,  the  latter  being 
a  little  to  the  right. 

These  and  similar  symptoms,  while  they  do  not  suggest  any 
special  form  of  disease,  are  such  as  are  met  with  in  various  kinds 
of  cerebral  irritation,  and  are,  therefore,  well  worthy  of  being 
remembered,  more  especially  in  headaches. 

Almost  the  only  specific  forms  of  disease,  other  than  those  of  an 
essentially  cerebral  or  cerebro-spinal  origin,  to  which  the  patho- 
genesis of  Stramonium  presents  a  well-marked  similarity  are 
erysipelas  and  scarlatina.  The  special  points  which  call  for  the 
selection  of  this  drug  in  preference  to  Belladomia  in  scarlatina 
have  been  very  fully  described  by  Dr.  Wells,  of  Brooklyn,  in  vol. 
V.  of  the  American  Hom,€)eopathic  Heview;  they  are,  however,  too 
lengthy  for  quotation  here. 

The  characteristic  symptom  of  scarlatina,  that  from  which  it 
derives  its  name — the  bright  red  and  smooth  eruption  on  the  skin 
— is  a  very  generally  marked  symptom  of  Stramonium  poisoning. 

"The  whole  cutaneous  surface  of  his  body  was  as  intensely  red 
as  crimpon  "  is  the  remark  of  one  observer.  In  another  case,  where 
eating  the  seeds  proved  fatal  to  a  child  two  years  of  age,  the  body 
is  described  as  being  **  covered  with  an  erythematous,  ot  rather 
scarlatinaform  flush."  In  another  case,  where  recovery  took  place 
on  the  fifth  day,  recorded  in  the  Ohio  Med,  and  Surg,  Reporter  by 
Dr.  Kimberling,  there  was  "an  intensely  red  rash  over  the  skin, 
resembling  the  rash  of  scarlet  fever,  but  having  a  more  shining 
appearance,  disappearing  on  the  third  day."  In  one  or  more  cases 
desquamation  has  been  observed  after  an  eruption  of  this  kind. 

The  state  of  the  throat  is  less  like  that  commonly  seen  in 
scarlatina;  for,  though  there  is  great  soreness  and  dryness,  there 
is  little  or  no  tonsillary  swelling,  and,  though  there  is  a  difficulty 
in  swallowing,  this  arises  from  spasm  in  the  oesophagus  rather  than 
from  inflammation  and  swelling  of  the  fauces. 

It  is  in  the  nervous  symptoms  after  all  that  you  must  look  for 
the  reasons  which  shouid  determine  your  choice  here.  These  you 
will  find  in  the  peculiar  type  of  excitement,  the  delirium,  and  the 
restless,  tremulous,  convul>ive  movements  which  I  have  described 
as  marking  the  action  of  Stramonium, 

Given  then  a  well-developed  scarlatina  eruption,  with  compara- 
tively slight  throat  symptoms,  and  unusual  cerebral  excitement, 
you  will  probably  find  Stramonium  to  be  the  best  medicine  you 
<3an  prescribe. 

Pretty  much  the  same  may  be  said  with  reference  to  erysipelas. 
.Stramonium  poisoning  resembles  it,  producing  a  face  red,  swollen 
and  pufl!y,  and  a  similar  condition  of  the  eyelids.     But  it  is  only  in 
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oases  when  the  peculiar  form  of  delirium  which  characterises  the 
action  of  Stramonium  is  present  that  you  will  find  it  called  for 
here. 

Hence,  though  the  tissue  irritation  resulting  from  erysipelas  and 
scarlatina  is  simulated  by  Stramonium,,  it  is  the  neurotic  phenomena 
present  in  individual  cases  of  these  diseases  that  will  lead  you  to 
choosing  it  as  a  remedy  in  them. 

Opium,  given  in  full  doses,  seems  to  be  the  best  attested  antidote 
to  the  effects  of  poisoning  by  Stram,onium,  In  The  American  Jl, 
of  Med,  Science,  January,  1862,  Dr.  C.  C.  Lee  gives  three  well- 
marked  cases  of  poisoning  by  it,  in  which  the  symptoms  were  evi- 
dently overcome  by  full  doses  of  opium.  All  the  patients  recov- 
ered. 

With  regard  to  the  dose,  you  must  be  careful  that  you  do  not 
prescribe  too  much.  It  is  a  remedy  which,  given  too  crudely,  is 
very  apt  to  excite  aggravation.  The  3rd  dec.  is  abundantly  strong, 
and  you  will  get  better  results,  with  less  chance  of  aggravation 
frotn  the  3rd  centesimal.  The  late  Dr.  Clotar  Mtlller,  of  Leipsic, 
says  that  the  6th  and  3rd  centesimal  dilutions  have,  in  his  hands, 
often  produced  very  decided  effects  and  cure,  especially  in  chorea; 
and  that  he  has  used  the  18th  and  30th  sometimes  with  good  effect 
in  spasm  of  the  oesophagus,  and  cramps  in  general  in  children. 
{Brit,  JL  of  Horn,,  vol.  xxiii.  p.  374). 


Gbindelia  Robusta  in  Asthma.  Dr.  Anton  Misner,  Kreis- 
Physicus,  Lala  Set-Groeth,  Hungaria,  says  in  Medical  Age :  The 
effects  of  a  trial  of  Grindelia  robusta  in  my  own  person  have  been 
marvelous.  I  have  been  suffering  from  a  slight  bronchial  catarrh 
which  often  became  unpleasant  through  the  asthmatic  attacks  fol- 
lowing, slightly  increased.  I  have  so  relieved  myself  by  the  daily 
use  for  three  days,  of  three  doses  of  25  drops  of  the  new  drug^ 
that  I  feel  as  though  I  had  never  been  ill. 

A  patient  of  mine  who  suffered  much  from  a  severe  chronic 
bronchial  catarrh,  emphysema,  and  frequent  asthmatical  attacks, 
has  been  so  much  relieved  by  the  use  of  the  sanae  extract  for  the 
period  of  eight  days,  that  she  is  at  a  loss  for  sufficient  thanks. 
The  same  woman  who  a  short  time  ago  passed  whole  nights  out  of 
bed,  struggling  for  needed  breath,  and  who  could  secure  only  slight 
ephemeral  relief  by  the  use  of  morphine  and  all  possible  expector- 
ants, after  only  an  eight-days'  use  of  the  extract  of  Grindelia  ro- 
busta, is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  each  night's  peaceful  sleep,  and 
has  so  much  improved  her  bronchial  catarrh,  that  by  careful  exam- 
ination, scarcely  a  trace  thereof  is  to  be  found. 
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Irartitf  of 


VARIOLA  AND  ITS  PREVENTION. 


By  THOMAS  NICHOL,  M.  D.,  LL.D.,  B.  C.  L. 


Smallpox  is  at  once  the  most  loathsome  and  the  most  easily  pre- 
vented of  all  the  eruptive  fevers.  Before  the  great  discovery  of 
Jenner  it  was  undoubtedly  the  most  fatal  scourge  that  decimated 
the  human  race,  and,  though  at  the  present  time  it  occupies  a  less 
conspicuous  place,  the  fact  remains  that  to  the  dwellers  in  Montreal 
it  is  more  frequent  and  more  fatal  than  even  the  much-dreaded 
diphtheria. 

During  the  month  of  September,  1885,  we  lost  out  of  a  popula- 
tion of  a  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  no  less  than  830,  being  at  the 
rate  of  10,000  per  annum,  equal  to  the  population  of  a  town  like 
Belleville,  Ontario. 

Smallpox,  then,  is  an  acute  febrile  and  eruptive  disease,  eminently 
contagious,  caused  by  a  specific  poison  which  reproduces  itself 
during  the  course  of  the  attack.  After  a  period  of  latency,  fever 
of  a  remittent  type  makes  its  appearance,  followed  by  the  specific 
eruption,  which  passes  through  the  various  stages  of  pimple,  vesi- 
cle, pustule  and  scab.  The  disease  runs  a  definite  course,  and,  as 
a  rule,  it  blunts  the  susceptibility  to  a  second  attack,  in  the  same 
individual. 

Smallpox  is  the  product  of  a  specific  poison,  and  this  poison 
must,  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  be  derived  from  some  one 
afflicted  with  the  disease.  You  might  as  well  expect  wheat  to 
spring  up  where  no  wheat  has  been  sown  as  expect  smallpox  to 
arise  spontaneously.  In  the  olden  tinie,  when  medical  men  were 
even  poorer  reasoners  than  they  are  to-day,  it  was  believed  that 
smallpox  could  originate  in  mental  emotion,  or  from  some  defi- 
ciency in  sleep,  exercise  or  food,  or  from  some  disorder  of  the 
secretions,  and  even  at  the  present  time  many  people,  including 
not  a  few  physicians,  believe  that  it  may  be  bred  in  the  blood, 
precisely  like  rheumatism  or  gout.  But  the  specific  nature  of  the 
disease  is  now  placed  beyond  all  doubt. 

Smallpox,  then,  originates  in  a  specific  poison  which  reproduces 
itself.  It  is,  therefore,  an  organic  body  wliich  can  exert  its  bale- 
ful power  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  thrown  off  by  the  sick  person, 
and  this  is  the  self-evident  mark  of  a  contagious  morbid  poison. 
No  one,  so  far,  has  been  able  to  separate  the  contagious  germ  from 
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the  lymph  in  which  it  lies,  and,  like  the  poison  of  typhoid  fever  and 
some  other  diseases,  we  only  know  it  by  its  effects.  In  the  first 
place,  the  contagious  germ  may  be  transmitted  through  the  medium 
of  the  air  without  any  contact  whatever  with  any  infected  person, 
and  in  this  manner  it  may  strike  its  victims  at  a  very  considerable 
distance.  Thus  Dr.  Haygarth,  on  the  authority  of  an  American 
physician,  affirms  that  the  contagion,  on  one  occasion,  crossed  a 
river  fifteen  hundred  feet  wide,  and  affected  ten  out  of  twelve  car- 
penters at  work  on^the  other  side.  This  contagious  principle  is 
given  off  by  every  part  of  a  sick  man's  body,  by  the  lungs  as  well 
as  by  the  skin,  and  it  clings  to  the  clothing  of  the  patient,  to  the 
coverings  of  his  bed,  to  the  newspapers  he  reads,  and  to  the  walls 
of  the  room.  In  the  writings  of  the  older  physicians,  such  as 
Baron  Dimsdale  and  Dr.  Lettsom,  we  constantly  find  the  ominous 
phrase  "infected  clothes,"  and  these  writers  seem  to  have  been 
more  awake  to  the  possibility  of  infection  in  this  manner  than  the 
practitioners  of  to-day.  Our  filthy  dollar  bills,  too,  are  suspicious, 
to  say  the  very  least.  The  dry  scabs  retain  the  contagion  for  a 
long  time,  and  death  does  not  destroy  its  energy,'  and  it  is  quite 
certain  that  a  smallpox  patient  throws  off  contagious  emanations 
from  the  first  day  of  the  fever  till  the  falling  of  the  very  last  scab. 
Dr.  W.  V.  Drury,  a  well-known  English  homoeopathic  physician, 
writes:  "I  recollect  being  in  the  old  smallpox  hospital  the  last 
day  it  was  occupied  by  patients.  This  building  stood  where  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  terminus  now  is.  After  the  house  was 
given  over  to  those  who  buy  old  houses,  it  was  pulled  down,  the 
materials  would,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade,  be  sold,  and  dis- 
persed about  London,  to  be  again  used  in  building.  The  year 
following  the  pulling  down  of  the  hospital  we  had  an  outbreak  of 
smallpox  in  London." 

There  is  but  one  contagious  principle  of  smallpox,  but  the  con- 
tagion appears  in  various  forms,  according  to  the  constitution  and 
susceptibility  of  the  individual.  When  the  pustules  stand  separate 
from  each  other,  it  is  quaintly  called  discrete  smallpox  or  distinct 
smallpox;  when  they  run  into  each  other  it  is  styled  confluent; 
when  hemorrhage  takes  place  from  the  mucous  surfaces  with  effu- 
sion of  blood  under  the  skin  it  is  called  malignant  or  bUtck  small- 
pox. Lastly,  when  smallpox  is  modified  by  vaccination,  it  is 
termed  varioloid.  More  minute  divisions  are  made  by  some 
writers,  but  for  all  practical  purposes  these  are  quite  sufficient. 

The  origin  and  early  history  of  smallpox  are  involved  in  alYnost 
impenetrable  darkness.  It  appears  certain  that  it  was  unknown  to 
the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  many  circumstances  point  to 
Hindostan  as  being  the  birth-place  of  smallpox  as  well  as  of  cholera. 
Thus  a  goddess  presided  over  the  disease  and  its  treatment,  and 
from  time  immemorial  the  Brahmins  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
inoculation.     From  Hindostan  it  passed  to  Arabia  and  the  coun- 
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tries  bordering  on  the  Red  Sea,  about  the  time  of  the  birth  of 
Mohammed;  and  in  the  seventh  century  we  read  of  Caliphs  being 
pitted  with  smallpox.  Procopius,  who  wrote  in  the  year  544, 
describes  a  disease  which  some  think  was  smallpox;  from  the  nar- 
rative it  seems  rather  to  have  been  the  plague.  But  the  history  of 
smallpox  prior  to  the  time  of  Rhazes  (A.  D.  910)  is  mere  conjecture, 
and  we  are  indebted  to  the  famous  physician  of  Bagdad  for  the 
first  clear  and  perspicuous  account  of  the  disease.  A  copy  of  his 
"  Treatise  on  Smallpox  and  Measles  "  now  lies  before  me,  and  from 
it  I  gather  that  he  ascribes  to  Claudius  Galen  a  knowledge  of  the 
disease,  and  he  quotes  passages  relating  to  it  from  the  "  Pandects  " 
of  Ahron  of  Alexandria,  who  wrote  in  the  fifth  century.  Rhazes 
speaks  of  smallpox  as  being  generally  known  all  over  the  East,  and 
the  same  opinion  is  expressed  by  Ali  Abbas,  Avicenna,  and  other 
Arab  physicians  of  the  tenth  and  eleventh  centuries. 

From  Asia  it  travelled  slowly  westwards,  striking  England  at 
the  close  of  the  ninth  century,  and  its  ravages  were  so  frightful 
that  the  people  lived  in  continual  dread  In  the  Harleian  manu- 
script, certainly  written  before  the  year  900,  we  find  the  following 
prayer:  "  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  Amen.  May  our  Saviour  keep  us.  Lord  of  Heaven,  hear 
the  prayers  of  thy  men-servants,  and  of  thy  maid-servants,  0  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  I  beseech  thousands  of  angels,  that  they  may  save 
and  defend  me  from  the  fire  and  power  of  the  smallpox."  The 
returning  Crusaders  appear  to  have  brought  the  disease  with  them; 
certain  it  is  that  not  till  then  was  it. known  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe.  It  did  not  reach  Germany  till  the  year  1493,  when  it  was 
introduced  from  the  Netherlands  by  a  soldier  of  the  Emperor  Maxi- 
milian I.  From  Europe  it  passed  to  Mexico  in  the  year  1520, 
claiming  its  victims  by  millions. 

In  all  these  countries  smallpox  was  the  one  great  scourge,  sweep- 
ing over  vast  tracts  of  country,  and  causing  more  deaths  than  all 
other  diseases  put  together.  As  Dr.  J.  N.  Hyde  aptly  remarks: — 
"  If  a  modern  traveller  could  find  himself  transported  to  the  streets 
of  the  City  of  London  as  they  appeared  in  the  early  part  of  the 
present  century,  it  is  probable  that  no  peculiarities  of  architecture, 
dress  or  behavior  would  be  to  him  so  strikingly  conspicuous  as  the 
enormous  number  of  pock-marked  visages  he  would  encounter 
among  the  people  at  every  turn." 

In  the  year  1721,  Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montague  introduced 
inoculation,  which  checked  the  disease  to  a  very  appreciable  extent, 
and  in  the  year  1775  Dr.  Edward  Jenner  made  the  beneficent  dis- 
covery which  has  saved  myriads  of  human  lives,  and  now  it  may 
be  truthfully  affirmed  that  whenever  smallpox  rages  as  an  epidemic 
it  is  simply  the  result  of  neglect  of  vaccination. 

Smallpox  assails  all  ages,  even  the  unborn  babe.  Infants,  how- 
ever, of  one  or  two  months  are  less  liable  than   older  children. 
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Indeed,  Dr.  Underwood,  one  of  the  best  of  the  olior  writers  on  the 
diseases  of  children,  was  of  opinion  that  even  contact  in  ^e  cradle 
with  a  child  ill  of  smallpox  would  not  commanicate  the  disease  to 
the  newlj-bom. 

Sex  causes  no  difference  as  to  susceptibility  to  the  disease — ^men 
and  women  are  liable  in  the  same  degree.  But  both  pregnancy 
and  childbirth  predispose  to  the  disease,  and,  at  the  same  time,  give 
to  it  an  addiiional  malignancy.  The  fatality  of  the  disease  is 
greatly  increased  by  intemperance,  by  violent  exercise,  by  confine- 
ment in  a  warm  room,  and,  according  to  all  the  older  writers,  by 
heaping  a  quantity  of  blankets  on  the  bed.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
severity  of  the  disease  is  greatly  mitigated  by  sponging  with  cold 
water,  by  light  bed-clothes,  by  good  ventilation,  and  by  total 
abstinence  from  animal  food  and  alcoholic  drink. 

The  older  writers,  who  saw  only  the  unmodified  disease,  all  assert 
that  in  the  country  and  at  a  distance  from  large  towns  the  disease 
is  much  milder  than  in  a  crowded  city. 

Chronic  diseases  do  not  diminish  the  predisposition  to  smallpox. 
Patients  with  heart  or  lung  affections  are  attacked  in  the  same 
ratio  as  the  healthy;  the  only  difference  is  that  it  is  more  likety  to 
prove  fatal. 

Smallpox  may  co-exist  with  measles,  when,  according  to  Munro, 
of  £<linburgh,  the  course  of  the  smallpox  is  interrupted  until  the 
eruption  of  measles  has  disappeared.  Children  ill  with  scarlet 
fever  maj/  take  smallpox,  but  they  are  not  at  all  likely  to  do  so, 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  typhoid  fever  patients.  A  man  of 
eighty,  who  has  neglected  vaccination,  is  more  likely  to  take  small- 
pox than  a  man  of  fifty,  simply  because  he  is  further  from  his 
infantile  vaccination. 

The  young  are  the  chosen  victims  of  smallpox,  chiefly  because 
the  disease  is  commonly  contracted  on  the  first  exposure  to  the 
contagion.  Thus,  during  the  years  1840  and  1841,  there  died  in 
London  of  smallpox  2,286  persons,  of  whom  2,060  were  under  the 
age  of  fifteen,  and  only  226  above  it.  During  the  months  of  June, 
July  and  Ani^ust,  1885,  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  persons 
died  of  smallpox  in  Montreal,  of  whom  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  were  children  under  five  years  of  age;  the  adults  numbering 
but  forty-one^  about  eight  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  The  adiilt 
deaths  for  September  were  one  hundred  and  five  againfit  8e})en  hun- 
dred and  twenty  fioe  children. 

As  a  rule,  smallpox  is  highly  contagious.  Sir  Thomas  Watson 
affirms  that  "there  is  no  contagion  so  strong  and  sure  as  that  of 
smallpox,  none  that  operates  at  so  great  a  distance."  Mr.  Marsden 
says  that  "  a  single  breathing  of  the  air  where  it  is,  is  enough  to 
give  the  disease;"  and  Dr.  Haygarth  tells  us  that,  during  his  long 
attention  to  this  subject,  not  a  single  instance  had  occurred  to 
prove  that  persons  liable  to  the  smallpox  could  associate  in  the 
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same  chamber  with  a  patient  in  the  distemper  without  receiving 
the  infection. 

Notwithstanding  these  strong  statements,  which,  as  a  rule,  are 
correct,  there  are  many  people  who  are  but  little  susceptible  to 
smallpox,  and  even  before  Jenner's  discovery  many  thousands 
passed  through  life  without  being  attacked.  Dr.  Gregory  tells  a 
story  of  a  lady  in  Salisbury,  who  had  brought  up  a  large  family, 
many  of  whom  she  had  attended  in  smallpox,  but  had  nev^r  taken 
it  herself.  Finally,  in  the  year  1804,  she,  being  at  the  time  eighty- 
three  years  of  age,  took  a  fancy  to  be  inoculated,. which  was  suc- 
cessfully accomplished. 

A  distinguished  railway  officer  lately  told  me  that  while  manager 
of  a  railway  centering  in  Chicago,  he  one  day  entered  a  car  in  that 
city  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  it.  Almost  immediately  a  deliri- 
ous smallpox  patient,  with  his  face  and  body  covered  with  the  con- 
fluent eruption,  rushed  into  the  car,  closely  followed  by  the 
conductor.  The  passengers  scattered,  as  a  matter  of  course,  but 
the  conductor  grappled  with  the  man,  and  after  a  good  deal  of 
exertion,  succeeded  in  mastering  him.  The  conductor,  whose 
hands  and  face  were  smeared  with  the  variolous  matter,  wished  to 
proceed  with  his  run,  but  the  manager  told  him  to  go  home  and 
get  vaccinated,  as  the  operation  had  never  been  performed.  He 
went  home,  but  did  not  vaccinate,  and  did  not  take  smallpox. 

Occasionally  persons  are  met  with  who  state  that  they  have  had 
smallpox  twice,  or  even  thrice.  This  happens,  and  not  so  very 
seldom  either,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  in  the  great  majority 
of  these  cases,  one  of  the  attacks  was  chicken-pox. 

Colored  people  are  peculiarly  susceptible  to  the  contagion  of 
smallpox,  and  the  mortality  is  much  greater  than  among  whites. 

CuUen's  famous  definition  of  the  discrete  variety  is  still  the  best: 
"Distinct  smallpox,  with  few  pustules,  and  those  distinct,  with 
circular  margins,  turgid;  the  fever  ceasing  upon  the  eruption  break- 
ing out."  After  a  period  of  incubation,  averaging  twelve  days, 
the  individual  is  attacked  by  rigors,  soon  followed  by  burning  heat. 
This  stage  lasts,  as  a  rule,  three  days,  though  I  have  seen  it  short- 
ened to  two  or  prolonged  to  four  days.  The  fever  remits  slightly 
in  the  morning  and  rises  towards  evening.  The  pulse  is  full  and 
tense,  the  skin  hot  and  dry,  respiration  short  and  labored.  The 
patient  rapidly  becomes  languid  and  weak,  and  after  exertion  the 
face  becomes  pale  and  sunken  with  a  dull  and  heavy  expression, 
while  the  pulse  is  quick  and  thready.  The  tongue  is  dry  and 
parched,  the  thirst  is  constant  and  severe,  appetite  entirely  gone. 
Nausea  and  vomiting  are  often  present,  with  pain  in  the  stomach 
increased  by  pressure;  constipation  is  very  common.  But  the  most 
characteristic  of  all  the  early  symptoms  is  the  pain  in  the  back. 
This  is  a  dull,  heavy  pain  in  the  small  of  the  back,  which  is  not 
increased  by  motion      When  it  is  severe  it  usually  ushers   in  a 
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severe  attack  of  the  disease;  when  it  is  absent  then  the  attack  is 
mild.  This  back-ache  is  usually  accompanied  by  drawing,  tearing 
pains  in  the  limbs,  often  mistaken  for  rheumatism,  and  Heberden 
remarks  that  it  is  a  good  sign  when  the  pain  is  high  up,  between 
the  shoulders.  Headache  is  another  constant  symptom,  which 
comes  on  very  early  and  continues  till  the  eruption  appears.  It 
seems  to  be  of  a  congestive  nature,  for  the  face  is  hot  and  flushed, 
the  eyes  red  and  glistening,  while  the  great  vessels  of  the  neck 
pulsate  violently.  The  head  throbs  and  beats  with  severe  lancin- 
ating pains,  often  with  a  feeling  as  if  a  cord  tightly  encircled  the 
head. 

At  times  the  disease  sets  in  with  restlessness  and  delirium,  which 
soon  passes  into  stupor,  and  in  children  it  is  often  ushered  in  by 
convulsions,  which  take  the  place  of  rigors  in  adults.  Sore  throat 
is  often  present,  with  sneezing  and  running  at  the  nose;  a  bronchial 
cough  is  less  common. 

Towards  the  close  of  this  initial  stage  a  red  rash  often  comes 
out,  especially  on  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  and  the  inner  sur- 
face of  the  thighs.  It  takes  the  form  of  small,  irregular  points  or 
streaks,  or  it  may  cover  a  larger  surface  as  a  uniform  blush  of  a 
pale  red  or  brownish  red  tint.  This  rash  fades  and  disappears  as  the 
true  smallpox  eruption  approaches,  and  very  much  depends  upon 
its  early  recognition. 

The  intense  febrile  symptoms  now  decline,  the  heat  of  the  skin 
diminishes,  the  drowsiness  and  delirium  pass  away,  and  even  the 
harassing  back-ache  subsides.  The  characteristic  eruption  first 
appears  on  the  face;  then,  in  succession,  on  the  neck,  trunk  and 
limbs.  Very  rarely  do  the  spots  first  appear  on  the  extremities. 
Small  reddish  pimples  first  appear,  which  gradually  enlarge  until, 
after  forty-eight  hours,  they  feel  like  small  shot  in  the  skin,  and 
this  is  highly  characteristic.  At  this  early  stage  the  eruption  looks 
a  good  deal  like  measles,  and  in  the  olden  time  the  two  diseases 
were  not  distinguished  from  each  other.  About  the  third  day  of 
the  eruptive  stage  a  very  little  clear  fluid  appears  on  the  summit 
of  each  pustule,  and  this  vesicle  steadily  enlarges  till  the  sixth  or 
seventh  day,  when  it  has  the  size  and  shape  of  a  small  pea.  In 
mild  cases  these  pocks  may  be  as  few  as  twenty  in  number;  in  bad 
ones,  as  many  as  five  or  six  hundred.  Soon  after  the  appearance 
of  the  clear  fluid  a  depression  is  seen  at  the  apex  of  the  pustule, 
which  gradually  deepens  into  the  characteristic  umbilication,  and 
Dr.  Hartshorne  compares  the  pustule  at  this  stage  to  a  hat  whose 
crown  has  been  pushed  down  at  the  middle.  The  entire  skin  is 
now  swollen  and  (edematous,  and  the  head,  face  and  eyelids  are 
particularly  puffy;  in  severe  cases  the  patient  is  often  blinded. 
About  this  time  there  is  a  distinct  ring  of  inflammation  around 
each  pock.  The  fever  now  returns,  a  secondary  fever,  called  the 
fever  of  suppuration,  often  opening  with  a  rigor,  followed  by  heat 
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of  the  body  and  slight  delirium.  I  have  frequently  met  with  bron- 
chial cough  about  this  time,  often  with  blood-streaked  expectora- 
tion. Tiie  matter  in  the  pustules  increases  till  the  eleventh  day, 
when  they  begin  to  break  and  discharge  a  yellowish  matter,  which 
dries  into  scabs  or  crusts  and  falls  off.  The  subjacent  skin  is  found 
to  be  fiill  of  depressed  scars  of  a  bluish-purple  color  which ' persists 
ff r  a  long  time.  As  the  scabs  form,  the  fever  declines,  the  tongue 
cleans,  the  appetite  returns,  and  the  patient  is  himself  again. 

Very  characteristic  is  the  greasy,  sickly  odor  which  exhales 
from  the  body  during  the  maturation  of  the  pustules.  An  exper- 
ienced practitioner  can  often  name  the  disease  from  the  odor  alone, 
for  there  is  nothing  on  earth  like  it.  Often  the  eruption  appears 
in  the  mouth  and  throat,  with  soreness  and  difficulty  in  swallowing, 
and  in  rare  cases,  the  air  passages  are  involved,  causing  hoarseness, 
cough  and  difficulty  in  breathing. 

In  the  con  fluent  form  of  the  disease  the  stage  of  incubation  is 
very  short  and  the  fever  very  severe.  Cullen's  definition  is  concise 
and  accurate:  ^^  Conflue^it  smallpox,  with  numerous  pustules,  con- 
fluent, with  irregular  margins,  flaccid,  and  but  little  elevated,  fever 
remaining  after  the  eruption." 

It  is  well  to  remember,  however,  that  it  is  only  an  aggravated 
form  of  the  disease,  and  that  there  is  every  possible  grade  between 
the  mildest  distinct  form  and  the  most  severe  confluent.  But 
every  confluent  case  is  serious,  and  the  danger  is  ten  times  as  great 
as  in  the  distinct  variety.  The  preliminary  rigors  are  longer  an<i 
more  severe,  and  diarrhoea  is  common,  both  in  children  and  adults. 
The  red  rashes,  already  spoken  of,  often  precede  this  form  of 
smallpox,  and  delirium  and  stupor  may  appear  almost  as  soon  as 
the  fever  commences.  In  children  convulsions  frequently  come  on 
the  evening  before  the  pocks  come  out.  At  times  the  eruption  is 
preceded  by  an  erysipelatous  blush  covering  large  portions  of  the 
body.  About  the  close  of  the  second  day,  a  large  number  of  deep 
red  points  appear,  and  on  the  following  day  they  assume  the  pus- 
tular form,  and  almost  at  once  they  become  confluent. 

All  the  symptoms  are  greatly  worse  than  in  the  distinct  form. 
The  pains  in  the  back  and  limbs  are  more  severe,  the  fever  is  much 
higher,  the  sickness  more  distressing.  The  eruption  advances 
rapidly,  but  the  pustules  rise  but  little  above  the  skin,  especially 
on  the  face.  They  are  flat  and  irregular  in  form,  and  soon  run 
together,  till  at  times  scarcely  a  morsel  of  healthy  skin  can  be  seen. 
I  have  noted  collections  of  pus  as  large  as  a  hen's  e^gy  and  an 
eruption  of  small  boils  is  common.  Soon  the  pustules  burst,  scabs 
form,  and  the  face  looks  as  if  it  had  been  thickly  plastered  over 
with  honey-comb.  The  face,  hands  and  feet  swell  enormously,  and 
this  tumefaction  is  greater  about  the  sixth  day.  The  swelling  is 
greatest  about  the  ears  and  the  angles  of  the  jaw,  and  the  eyelids 
also  participate  in  the  tumefaction,  though,  on  the  whole,  they  are 

11 


162  AMEBIC  AN   OBSERVER. 

less  swollen  than  in  the  milder  form  of  the  disease.     Still,  I  have 
seen  patients  unable  to  open  their  eyes  for  four,  five  or  even  six 
*  days.     Severe  inflammation  of  the  eyes  is  somewhat  common,  some- 
times ending  in  perforation  and  total  blindness. 

The  eruption  in  the  mouth  and  throat  is  far  more  copious  than 
in  the  distinct  form  of  the  disease,  and  it  is  accompanied  by  an 
abundant  and  distressing  salivation,  which  is  at  its  height  'about 
the  ninth  or  tenth  day.  Not  unfrequently  the  eruption  and  its 
attendant  inflammation  extend  with  the  most  astonishing  rapidity 
to  the  air-passages,  causing  a  hoarse  and  muffled  cough,  with  futile 
attempts  at  expectoration,  and  sometimes  complete  extinction  of  the 
voice. 

The  fever  declines  but  little  on  the  appearance  of  the  eruption 
but  as  soon  as  matter  forms  in  the  pustules  it  rises  higher  than 
before.  It  is  often  accompanied  by  violent  delirium,  followed  by 
profound  stupor.  I  have  often  seen  obstinate  diarrhoea  towards 
the  close  of  the  attack,  and,  as  a  rule,  convalescence  is  slow. 

Unfavorable  signs  are  a  sudden  subsidence  of  the  swelling,  or  a 
complete  absence  of  the  swelling;  or  a. cessation  of  the  salivation, 
or  its  absence.  These  statements  are  apparently  contradictory,  but 
I  had  abundant  opportunity  of  verifying  them  during  the  epidemic 
that  raged  in  this  city  from  1872  to  1880.  Another  unfavorable 
sign  is  the  appearance  of  a  blackish  spot  in  the  centre  of  each 
pock,  for  this  is  very  often  accompanied  by  increased  fever,  with 
brown  tongue,  frequent  pulse  and  violent  delirium.  At  other 
times  the  patient  is  overwhelmed  by  the  increased  virulence  of  the 
poison.  The  pulse  does  not  increase  in  frequency,  and  the  tem- 
perature is  unchanged,  but  he  suffers  from  constant  restlessness 
and  anxiety,  with  uncontrollable  retching  and  vomiting,  and  fre- 
quent desire  to  pass  urine.     Such  cases  are  almost  inevitably  fatal. 

Varioloid  is  smallpox  modifled  by  vaccination,  or  by  a  previous 
attack  of  smallpox.  It  is  often  ushered  in  by  a  good  deal  of  fever, 
and  yet  it  runs  a  milder  course  and  has  a  shorter  duration  than  the 
other  forms.  The  danger,  too,  is  very  much  less,  as  we  shall  see 
when  we  come  to  discuss  the  statistics  of  the  disease,  and  yet  it  is 
not  altogether  devoid  of  danger,  for  fatal  cases  occasionally  occur. 
The  fever  is  one  day  shorter  than  in  the  distinct  form  of  the  dis- 
ease, but  the  headache  is  very  often  of  the  most  severe  nature, 
with  great  prostration  and  distressing  vomiting.  The  pain  in  the 
back,  too,  is  so  severe  that  patients  often  say  that  they  feel  it  must 
break.  The  invasion-rashes,  already  described,  are  quite  common. 
The  fever  disappears  when  the  eruption  comes  out,  and  the  erup- 
tion may  consist  of  but  a  few  scattered  pocks.  Sometimes  there 
is  no  eruption  whatever,  )and  I  have  seen  numbers  of  cases  in  which 
it  first  appeared  on  the  body,  not  on  the  face.  Again,  it  may  be 
more  copious,  but  it  does  not  run  its  regular  course,  drying  up  on 
the  sixth  or  seventh  day,  instead  of  the  eighth  or  ninth.     The 
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smallpox  smell  is  rarely  present,  and  secondary  fever  is  uncommon. 
In  general  terms  it  may  be  stated  that  this  form  of  smallpox  is 
severe  in  exact  proportion  to  the  length  of  time  that  has  elapsed 
since  vaccination.  If  fifteen  years  have  elapsed,  the  attack  is  very 
light,  an  interval  of  forty  years  is  followed  by  an  attack  of  average 
severity;  while  a  man  of  seventy-five  or  eighty,  who  has  not  been 
vaccinated  since  infancy,  may  have  a  severe  or  even  fatal  attack  of 
confluent  smallpox.  As  a  rule,  pitting  is  rare;  when  present  it  is 
usually  slight.  In  spite  of  all  these  differences  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  the  modified  siliallpox  is  identical  in  its  essential 
nature  with  the  other  forms  of  the  disease. 

Black,  smallpox^  or  malignant  smallpox,  as  it  is  more  correctly 
termed,  is  not  nearly  so  frequent  now  as  it  was  before  Jenner's 
time.  From  the  first  onset  all  the  symptoms  are  of  the  most 
formidable  nature.  The  headache  is  very  acute,  the  anxiety  very 
great,  the  sickness  and  vomiting  most  distressing.  In  one  class  of 
cases  the  nervous  system  is  completely  prostrated  from  the  very 
first;  continual  restlessness  and  anxiety,  with  delirium,  which  soon 
passes  into  coma.  In  these  cases  the  eruption  is  either  imperfectly 
developed,  or  else  it  suddenly  retrocedes  after  it  is  formed.  In 
another  and  more  numerous  class,  a  low  depraved  condition  of  the 
blood  is  the  most  prominent  characteristic.  The  thin  and  watery 
blood  oozes  from  nearly  all  the  mucous  surfaces,  from  the  nose, 
mouth,  air-passages,  kidneys,  bowels  and  womb.  The  eruption  is 
badly  developed,  bloody  or  purplish,  with  an  unendurable  smell, 
and  at  times  a  disposition  to  gangrene.  The  skin  is  covered  with 
dark  red  spots,  varying  in  size  from  a  pin-head  to  a  ten  cent  piece, 
and  sometimes  the  entire  eye  is  crimson  with  effused  blood.  About 
the  tenth  day  the  pustules  burst  and  discharge  a  bloody  ichor, 
which  dries  into  brownish  or  blackish  crusts  of  a  most  offensive 
appearance.  The  patient's  countenance  is  at  first  expressive  of 
anxiety,  but  as  the  disease  marches  on  he  sinks  into  stupor  with 
oppressed  breathing  and  great  weakness  of  the  circulation.  Death 
usually  takes  place  about  the  fifth  or  sixth  day. 

Unlike  scarlet  fever  and  typhoid  fever,  this  disease,  running  as  it 
does  a  definite  and  rapid  course,  has  but  few  complications  and 
after-effects.  You  never  see  a  lingering  smallpox  as  you  see  linger- 
ing scarlet  or  typhoid  fever.  I  look  upon  laryngitis  as  being  onr 
of  the  most  frequent  and  fatal  of  the  complications.  It  resulte 
from  an  extension  of  the  eruption  and  its  accompanying  inflammas 
tion  to  the  larynx,  but  still  more  frequently  it  is  the  result  of 
exposure  to  cold. 

I  remember  attending  (November,  1871),  an  unvaccinated  child 
ill  of  confluent  smallpox  of  a  malignant  type.  It  did  well  for  ten 
days,  and  really  looked  like  getting  well,  till  one  cold  night  the 
mother,  exhausted  by  watching,  threw  herself  across  the  foot  of 
the  bed  and  fell  into  the  sleep  of  thej weary.     The   child,  slipped 
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frorn  the  bed  and  passed  several  hours  on  the  cold,  carpetless  floor, 
and  when  the  mother  awoke  the  child  was  stricken  with  hopeless 
laryngitis.  Pleurisy  is  a  somewhat  common  and  very  fatal  com- 
plication, and  the  same  may  be  said  of  bronchitis.  Erysipelas  is 
quite  frequently  seen,  and  abscesses  and  gangrene  often  retard 
recovery  and  endanger  life.  Inflammation  of  the  eye  and  ear  are 
nothing  like  so  common  now  as  they  were  before  Jenner's  time,  and 
I  have  seen  virulent  nasal  catarrh  quite  frequently. 

Diemerbroeck,  a  Dutch  physician  who  flourished  in  the  beginning 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  tells  a  preposterous  story  of  having 
seen  individuals  take  smallpox  three  times  within  three  months, 
and  one  English  practitioner  claims  to  have  attended  between 
eighty  and  ninety  cases  of  recurring  smallpox.  But  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that,  after  excluding  such  tales  for  the  marines,  true 
smallpox  may  recur  in  the  same  individual,  and  a  third  attack  is 
occasionally,,  but  very  rarely  seen.  Thus  Mr.  J.  F.  Marson,  medi- 
cal attendant  at  the  Smallpox  Hospital,  London,  tells  us  that  the 
son  of  a  medical  officer  in  the  army,  who  had  been  vaccinated  in 
infancy  by  his  father,  and  had  a  large  cicatrix  remaing  from  the 
vaccination,  and  who  was  attended  by  his  father  for  smallpox  in 
early  life,  and  bore  decided  pits  of  the  disease,  in  1844,  at  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  was  admitted  into  the  Smallpox  Hospital  with 
severe  confluent  smallpox,  of  which  he  died.  The  celebrated 
Trousseau  had  in  his  wards  a  medical  student  who,  though  he  bore 
the  marks  of  two  attacks  of  smallpox,  took  it  a  third  time,  and 
that,  too,  in  rather  severe  form.  But  one  who  has  had  very  severe 
smallpox  is  not  likely  to  have  it  a  second  time,  at  least  not  so  likely 
as  one  who  had  the  disease  in  a  very  mild  form. 

The  temperature  of  the  patient  is  often  as  high  as  101®  on  the 
first  day,  and  it  continues  to  advance,  with  very  slight  morning 
remissions,  till  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day  it  may  be  103^,  or 
even  higher.  The  chief  point  about  the  thermometry  of  the  con- 
fluent form  of  the  disease  is  that  if  the  high  temperature  continues 
after  the  eruption  is  well  out  then  there  is  certain  to  be  a  formation 
of  matter  in  the  pocks,  or  else  some  inflammatory  complication  is 
at  hand.  When  suppuration  does  take  place  a  temperature  of  more 
than  105°  indicates  danger,  and  I  have  noted  110°  in  fatal  cases. 

The  anatomical  character  of  the  eruption  is  now  well  understood. 
Deep  down  on  the  true  skin,  and  partly  within  it,  little  patches  of 
congestion  appear,  which  steadily  enlarge,  rising  at  the  same  time 
towards  the  surface.  At  this  early  stage  each  of  these  bodies  has 
the  feeling  of  a  small  shot,  and  this  is  a  characteristic  of  the  early 
stage.  As  a  result  of  the  inflammatory  action,  effusion  takes  place 
into  the  surrounding  tissues,  and  thus  firm,  flattened  papules  are 
formed.  These  stages  occupy  about  forty-eight  hours.  Then  fol- 
lows an  effusion  of  pearly  fluid,  which  converts  the  papules  into 
vesicles  "full  of  this  colorless  lymph,  each  having  a  central  depres- 
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sion  and  an  inflamed  circle  around  it.  'this  stage  lasts  about  four 
days,  when  the  vesicles  ripen  into  pustules.  The  matter  increases 
in  quantity,  and  is  deposited  in  little  cavities  formed  by  the  adhe- 
sion of  the  changed  epidermis  to  the  true  skin  at  some  points  and 
its  separation  at  others.  The  pustular  stage  lasts  three  days,  and 
towards  the  close  of  the  third  day,  whey  they  have  attained  their 
full  size,  they  rupture,  the  fluid  or  semi-fluid  contents  exude  and 
form  scabs.  The  stage  of  scabbing  lasts  about  three  days  more, 
making  the  entire  duration  of  the  normal  eruption  about  twelve 
days. 

One  would  say  that  it  should  be  a  very  easy  matter  to  distinguish 
smallpox  from  other  diseases,  but,  as  my  old  teacher  of  clinical 
medicine  remarks,  when  writing  on  this  subject,  **  the  most  experi- 
enced physicians  are  sometimes  deceived."  And  yet  much,  very 
much,  depends  upon  the  prompt  recognition  of  the  disease,  for  it 
is  contagious  from  the  very  first.  If  the  two  first  cases  which  catie 
to  Montreal  last  April  had  both  been  promptly  recognized,  and 
both  had  been  carefully  isolated,  then  we  would  have  been  spared 
that  calamitous  loss  of  life  compared  to  which  our  pecuniary  losses, 
heavy  though  they  be,  are  but  the  merest  trifle. 

The  initial  fever  of  smallpox  does  not  differ  from  any  other 
fever.  But  severe  pains  in  the  back  would  be  suspicious,  and  if 
accompanied  by  excessive  irritability  of  the  stomach,  occurring 
during  an  epidemic  of  smallpox,  the  probability  would  be  quite 
strong.  If  a  pustular  eruption  appeared,  and  if,  at  the  same  time, 
the  fever  subsided,  then  the  proof  would  be  almost  conclusive. 
Lastly,  should  the  eruption  become  vesicular,  with  the  characteris- 
tic umbilication,  the  evidence  would  be  complete. 

It  is  at  times  quite  difficult  to  distinguish  between  smallpox  and 
chicken-pox.  True,  well-marked  cases  of  these  diseases  are  easily 
diagnosed,  but  they  insensibly  shade  into  each  other,  and  there  are 
cases  of  chicken-pox  hardly  to  be  distinguished  from  smallpox. 
Thus,  Dr.  Munro  (Tertius),  of  Edinburg:h,  who  wrote  in  the  year 
1818,  speaks  of  "the  more  severe  form  of  chicken-pox,  in  which 
the  fever  is  considerable,  the  vesicles  pass  on  to  suppuration,  and 
pits  are  left  by  them,  which,  in  a  few  instances,  have  disfigured 
the  face  fully  as  much  as  those  of  the  confluent  smallpox,  and 
which  pits  bear  a  resemblance  to  those  of  smallpox."  The  fever 
of  chicken-pox  is  slight;  that  of  smallpox  usually  severe.  The 
eruption  of  chicken-pox  appears  twenty-four  hours  after  the  patient 
sickens,  while  the  characteristic  pimples  of  smallpox  appear  seventy- 
two  hours  from  the  attack  of  the  primary  fever.  The  eruption  of 
chicken-pox  is  almost  always  vesicular,  and  seldom  proceeds  to 
suppuration,  and  very  rarely  leaves  pits.  Lastly,  the  entire  course 
of  chicken-pox  is  five  or  six  days,  while  that  of  smallpox  is  four- 
teen or  fifteen.     Previous  to  the  year  1767  chicken-pox  was  looked 
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upon  as  bein^  a  variety  of  smallpox,  and  even  at  the  present  day 
they  are  considered  identical  by  not  a  few.  But  vaccination  does 
not  prevent  chicken-pox,  indeed  it  usually  occurs  after  that  opera- 
tion; and  though  one  or  two  great  authorities  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe  are  said  to  hold  the  old  doctrine  of  identity,  nothing  is 
more  certain  than  that  chicken-pox  always  give  rise  to  chicken-pox 
and  smallpox  to  smallpox. 

Measles  has  often  been  mistaken  for  smallpox,  sometimes  with 
ludicrous  results,  sometimes  with  results  which  are  far  from  ludi- 
crous. Thus  during  the  height  of  the  epidemic  of  1872-80,  a 
young  lady,  a  member  of  a  somewhat  prominent  family,  was 
attacked  with  what  a  leading  practitioner  averred  was  smallpox. 
She  was  strictly  isolated,  every  one  in  the  house  was  vaccinated, 
and  the  place  reeked  with  the  fumes  of  carbolic  acid.  Two  trained 
nurses  were  procured  from  the  General  Hospital,  and  public  pray- 
ers were  offered  up  in  the  patient's  behalf.  The  family  got  thor- 
oughly alarmed,  and  the  consulting  physician,  the  Nestor  of  the 
Montreal  physicians,  cool  and  sagacious,  was  called  in.  As  soon 
as  he  entered  the  room,  he  smelt  the  patient,  and  exclaimed  in  the 

sweet  Doric  of  his  native  land,   ^^  Mizzles  I  J)r, ,  Mizzles  1 1'*'* 

And  measles  it  was,  sure  enough  !  The  serious  aspect  of  this 
weighty  matter,  the  diagnosis  of  measles  from  smallpox,  is  well 
illustrated  by  a  case  which  happened  in  this  city  just  about  the 
same  time.  A  poor  man,  fortunately  unmarried,  was  taken  with 
what  his  medical  attendant  called  smallpox.  He  was  at  once 
removed  to  the  Smallpox  Hospital,  which  in  those  days  was  a  good 
brick  building  immediately  in  rear  of  the  General  Hospital,  and 
connected  with  it — I  presume,  with  the  benevolent  intention  of 
giving  the  patients  of  the  General  Hospital  an  opportunity  of 
catching  smallpox  in  addition  to  their  other  ailments.  The  patient 
was  barely  within  the  walls  of  the  smallpox  department  when  the 
attendant  physician  detected  that  the  disease  was  measles.  The 
patient  was  promptly  sent  to  his  home,  but  during  his  brief  sojourn 
in  the  smallpox  department  he  had  taken  smallpox.  He  died  in  a 
few  days. 

In  measles,  then,  a  catarrh  of  the  eyes  and  air-passages  is  the 
essential  part  of  the  disease,  but  nothing  of  the  kind  is  present  in 
smallpox.  Pain  in  the  back  is  absent  in  measles,  but  almost  uni- 
formly present  in  smallpox.  The  eruption  of  measles  is  destitute 
of  the  shot-like  feeling  so  characteristic  of  the  early  stage  of  small- 
pox, and  it  is  from  the  first,  much  darker  in  color.  Moreover,  the 
eruption  of  measles  does  not  suppurate,  and  it  never  umbilicates. 

(  Will  be  concluded  in  next  nvmber.) 
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L.  G.  VAN  SCOYOC,  M.  D.,  EDITOR. 


CREDE'S  METHOD  OF  DELIVERY  OF  THE  PLACENTA. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Taylor  {Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Clinic)^  says:  The 
vigorous  controversy  over  "  Crede's  method,"  which  has  recently 
involved  so  many  obstetricians,  has  led  Cred6  to  restate  in  detail 
the  manipulation  he  advises.  As  many  American  practitioners 
habitually  adopt  what  they  believe  is  his  practice,  I  think  it  will 
be  of  interest  to  know  exactly  what  that  method  is.  I  therefore 
have  translated  his  own  description,  giving  the  italics  as  found  m 
the  original,  in  the  Archiv.fur  Gynoekologie,  xxiii,  2,  213  : 

.  "The  natural  detachment  of  the  placenta  occurs 
within  a  few  minutes  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  and  is  recognized 
by  a  discharge  of  blood  and  by  marked  diminution  of  the  size  of 
the  uterus,  which  may  now  be  felt  as  a  firm  ball,  the  size  of  a  child's 
head,  between  the  umbilicus  and  pubes.  As  soon  as  any  after- 
pains  have  occurred  the  midwife  grasps  the  entire  uterus  through 
the  abdominal  walls  with  both  hands  and  presses  it  towards  the  con- 
cavity of  the  sacrum;  she  repeats  this  several  times,  if  necessary, 
but  only  during  a  pain,  until  the  placenta  is  found  at  the  vulva  or 
is  entirely  expelled.  If,  from  imperfect  contraction  of  the  uterus, 
or  from  tenderness  of  the  abdominal  walls,  sufficient  pressure  to 
expel  the  placenta  can  not  be  made,  the  attendant,  guided  by  the 
umbilical  cord,  feels  carefully  in  the  vagina  for  the  placenta;  if  a 
portion  is  felt,  then,  with  one  hand,  gentle  traction  is  made  on  the 
umbilical  cord,  while  with  the  other  pressure  is  made  over  the 
uterus.  If  the  point  of  insertion  of  the  cord  in  the  placenta  can 
not  be  reached,  or  if  on  gentle  traction  of  the  cord  resistance  is 
felt,  no  further  effort  to^  deliver  the  placenta  in  this  way  may  be 
made  until  after  several  uterine  contractions  have  occurred,  which 
may  be  increased  by  gentle  rubbing  and  pressure.  If  the  placenta 
is  found  low  in  the  vagina,  and  readily  reached  by  the  finger,  then 
the  attendant  shall  pass  the  index  and  middle  fingers  as  far  upon 
the  placenta  as  possible  and  press  it  gently  downward  and  back- 
ward, while  with  the  left  hand  the  cord  is  made  tense.  When  the 
placenta  appears  at  the  vulva  the  attendant  shall  grasp  it  with  the 
fingers  of  one  hand,  and  draw  it  gently  upward  and  slowly  turn  it 
upon  itself  several  times  in  order  that  the  membranes  may  form  a 
cord  and  not  be  torn  away.     When  delivered  the  entire  afterbirth 
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and  any  coagula  are  removed  under  the  flexed  leg  of  the  woman 
and  placed  in  an  empty  basin. 

"  All  strong  traction  on  the  umbilical  cord,  or  attempts  to 
extract  the  placenta  when  high  up  by  introducing  a  part  or  the 
whole  hand,  or  to  aid  the  efforts  at  extraction  by  straining,  cough- 
ing, blowing  in  the  hands,  etc.,  are  very  dangerous^  and  therefore 
are  forbidden, " 


ANESTHETICS  IN  OBSTETRICS.* 

BY  WM.  D.  FOSTER,  M.  D.,  KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

The  use  of  anaesthetics  in  midwifery,  surgery  and  dentistry  has 
become  so  very  common  and  universal  that  any  consideration  of 
the  subject,  at  this  day,  must  consist  largely  in  a  review  of  opin- 
ions and  comparison  of  observations  of  a  mighty  host  of  practi- 
tioners. It  may  be  admitted  as  a  fact  that  the  sentiment  of  the 
surgical  world,  while  recognizing  most  keenly  the  hazards  of  anaes- 
thesia, can  be  summarized  about  as  follows: 

1.  Cases  in  which  anaesthetics  are  inadmissible,  being  likely  to 
cause  death. 

2.  Use  of  anaesthetics  optional. 

3.  Wherein  they  are  undeniably  desirable,  necessary  and  abso- 
lutely indispensable. 

Cases  illustrative  of  each  proposition  will  readily  occur  to  every 
one. 

The  primary  purpose  of  an  anaesthetic  is  '*  to  diminish  and  annul 
the  physical  pains  attendant  on  labor,  and  more  especially  those 
which  accompany  the  passage  of  the  child's  head  through  the  pel- 
vic cavity  and  outlet." — Simpson's  Ances.,  p.  162, 

Many  persons,  and  even  some  physicians,  conclude  that  the  sole 
purpose  of  an  anaesthetic  is  to  cause  insensibility  to  pain.  This  is 
certainly  its  chief  and  most  important  sphere,  but  it  does  more. 
Through  this  very  power  a  vast  multitude  of  cases  is  brought  within 
operative  range,  which  would  otherwise  remain  unfit  for  or  outside 
of  surgical  interference.  Such  cases  are  vesico-vaginal  and  some 
other  tistulae;  Emmet's  operation  for  lacerated  cervix  uteri,  and 
many  others  which  will  readily  occur  to  your  minds.  In  addition 
to  all  this  anaesthesia  aids  the  surgeon  in  this  way:  it  holds  the  sub- 
ject inimovabley  a  matter  of  no  small  importance  in  many  opera- 
tions, and  a  great  convenience  in  all. 

It  is  a  well  attested  fact  that  most  of  the  deaths  attributed  to 
chloroform  are  due  only  to   the  improper,  reckless  and  unskillful 

*HomcBopathic  Journal  of  Obstetrics. 
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administration  of  it,  and  are  consequently  no  more  chargeable  to 
the  drug  itself  than  are  the  many  deaths  resulting  from  overdoses 
of  opium,  etc.,  etc.  Hence  the  necessity  of  entrusting  its  admin- 
istration to  skilled  hands  only.  • 

Before  the  anaesthetic  is  exhibited  every  known  diagnostic  and 
other  precaution  should  be  carefully  weighed.  Where  there  is 
even  suspicion  of  disease  likely  to  complicate  its  use  (this  being 
imperative),  no  care  should  be  neglected,  and  the  proper  resusci- 
tants  should  be  at  hand  ready  for  instant  use. 

Experience  has  taught  the  following  cautions,  to  wit: 

1.  l^urity  of  the  drug. 

2.  Admission  of  pure  air  with  chloroform. 

3.  Its  action  ought  to  be  suspended  and  the  drug  removed  when- 
ever snoring  and  stertor  supervene,  or  when  the  pulse  lags,  or  the 
face  becomes  pallid  or  livid.  The  respiration  ought  to  be  narrowly 
watched,  as  no  harm  can  come  so  long  as  this  function  is  properly 
maintained. 

Some  of  the  obstetric  operations  and  conditions  in  which  anaes- 
thetics may  be  called  for  are  these,  viz. : 

1.  Tampon. 

a.  Before  labor. 

b.  During  labor  and  before  rupture  of  the  mem- 

2.  Version,    i  branes. 

c.  During  labor  and  after  rupture  of  the  mem- 
branes. 

3.  Forceps. 

4.  Vectis. 

6.  Induction  of  premature  labor. 

6.  Symphyseotomy. 

7.  Caesarean  section. 

8.  Embryotomy. 

9.  Removal  of  secundines. 

r    a.  Before  labor. 
10.  Convulsions.    <    h.  During  labor. 

(    c.  After  delivery. 

It  is  the  reasonable  expectation  of  every  parturient  woman  that 
her  medical  attendant  shall  safely  deliver  her  of  a  living  child;  the 
obstetrician  who  fails  to  employ  every  known  resource  to  accom- 
plish these  ends,  stops  short  of  doing  his  whole  duty. 

The  list  of  anaesthetics  is  long  and  steadily  growing.  Chloro- 
form and  sulphuric  aether  hold  the  front  rank  in  surgery  and  obstet- 
rics, the  former  being  mostly  employed  in  the  west;  the  latter 
holding  preference  in  Boston,  some  other  sections  of  the  east,  and 
on  the  Continent,  as  well  as  in  parts  of  Great  Britain. . 

Finally,  the  immunity  with  which  chloroform   is  tolerated  for 
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prolonged  periods  by  women  in  labor  and  young  children,  has 
excited  the  inquisitive  research  of  many  scientists,  and  remains 
unsatisfactorily  explained  to  this  day. 


MULTIFCETAL  PREGNANCY.* 

The  following  case  is  reported  in  the  Medizinskoje  Ohesrenije: 
A  peasant  woman,  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  has  been  married 
nine  years,  and  has  menstruated  regularly  every  three  weeks  and 
six  days  since  her  fifteenth  year.  Pregnant  six  times,  labor  normal. 
The  last  menses  occurred  October  14,  1884.  In  February  this  year 
she  applied  to  a  medical  man,  as  the  abdomen  had  increased  so 
much  in  size  that  respiration  was  impeded.  It  was  ascertained  that 
the  uterus  was  considerably  enlarged,  of  a  rounded  oval  form,  with 
the  fundus  at  the  level  of  the  scrobiculus  cordis.  To  the  right  of 
the  linea  alba  feeble  cardiac  sounds  were  heard;  on  the  left  small 
portions  of  a  foetus  could  be  felt.  The  birth  of  a  dead  child  took 
place  on  February  28th,  at  8  p.  m.  ;  a  few  minutes  afterward  a  sec- 
ond appeared,  both  breech  presentations;  and  some  minutes  later, 
three  more  children,  with  their  heads  presenting.  They  were  all 
born  enveloped  in  amniotic  sacs.  The  four  last  lived  a  short  time. 
There  was  one  placenta,  weighing  685  grammes,  to  the  periphery 
of  which  the  umbilical  cords  were  attached.  All  the  children  were 
females,  and  corresponded  in  size  to  their  period  of  growth,  each 
weighing  about  590  grammes,  with  the  exception  of  the  first, 
which  weighed  934  grammes,  and  was  41  centimetres  in  length.. 
Several  fingers  and  toes  were  missing  from  the  hands  and  feet. 


Latebal  Incision  for  the  Prevention  of  Rupture  of  the 
Pebineum. — Drs.  Crede  and  Colpe  {Archiv,  fur  Gyn(Bkologie)y 
defend  the  practice,  but  hot  very  successfully.  It  is  objected  that 
the  incision  becomes  an  ulcer:  they  say  they  generally  succeed  by 
suture  in  securing  primary  union.  Germs  of  disease  enter  the  in- 
cision no  more  than  a  torn  perineum.  They  aver  that  no  complete 
perineal  rupture  has  occurred  since  the  practice  was  adopted;  but 
many  accoucheurs  will  assert  the  same  without  incision.  To  the 
objection  of  pain  they  assert  that  making  the  incision  during  a 
pain  it  is  not  noticed.  To  the  objection  that  it  produces  gaping 
of  the  vulva  a  denial  is  given.  We  think  the  practice  is  very 
questionable.  Few  patients  would  consent  to  it,  and  it  ought  not 
to  be  performed  without  their  knowledge  and  free  consent. 


^Medical  Record. 


AMEBICAN    0B8EBYEB.  Ill 


%Mt)si$, 


HI8T0RT  OF  HOMCEOPATHT:  Its  Origin;  its  Conflicts,  With  an  Appen- 
dix on  the  Present  State  of  UniDersitp  Medicine.  By  Wilhelm  Avneke,  M.  D. 
(of  Berlin).  Translated  by  Alfred  E.  Brysdale,  M.  B.  ^  Ganrtes).  Edited 
by  R.  E.  Dudgeon,  M.  D.  Published  for  the  British  Homoeopathic  Society, 
LondoUy  1886.    8vo.  pp.  445. 

"  Whatsoever  of  morality  and  of  intelligence,  what  of  patience, 
perseverance,, faithfulness, of  method,  insight,  industry,  energy;  in 
a  word,  whatsoever  of  strength  the  man  had  in  hira  will  be  written 
in  the  work  he  does  ;"  and  the  work  then  remains  as  a  testimony 
after  the  workman  has  gone  whence  he  came.  Of  the  influence  of 
his  example  death  cannot  deprive  him^  nor  of  the  ever-ripening 
fruit  of  his  faithfulness,  nor  of  the  never- failing  reward  of  his 
perseverance.  His  work,  with  its  example,  its  lesson,  and  its  fru- 
ition, is  not  at  the  mercy  of  men.  The  false  witness  shall  be  put 
to  shame,  the  buried  truth  shall  have  its  resurrection,  the  clouds  of 
obloquy  shall  be  dispelled,  and  the  eternal  justice  declared.  The 
vindication  of  the  workman  is  vouchsafed;  it  is  "written  in  the 
work  he  does." 

The  volume  under  notice  is  a  contribution  towards  this  -vouch- 
safed vindication,  and  there  is  an  unwonted  significance  in  its 
appearance  at  this  time.  It  comes  at  a  period  in  the  history  of 
HomoBopathy  when  the  largest  organized  body  of  homoBopathic 
physicians  in  the  world  is  devoting  its  strength  to  an  endeavor  to 
subvert  some  of  the  most  important  of  Hahnemann's  work. 

The  initial  portion  of  the  book  is  a  presentation  of  Hahnemann 
as  a  chemist  and  pharmacist,  as  a  physician,  and  as  a  man.  To  the 
large  majority  of  American  homoeopathic  physicians  Hahnemann 
is  little  more  than  a  name.  He  is  to  them  the  author  of  a  system 
of  medicine  that  they  have  never  studied  in  its  wholeness,  and  the 
expounder  of  theories  that  they  reject  without  a  competent  inves- 
tigation. It  were  well  for  such  Lilliputians  to  learn  the  dimensions 
of  this  Gulliver,  to  try  and  comprehend  him  upon  whom  they  essay 
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to  sit  in  judgment.  To  see  a  chemist  judged  by  those  who  are 
not  chemists,  a  physicist  estimated  by  those  who  are  not  physicists, 
a  philosopher  condemned  by  those  who  are  not  philosophers,  is  a 
spectacle  for  which  we  are  indebted  to-  the  American  Institute  of 
HomcEopathy;  but  this  body  should  be  aware  that  there  is  no  need 
for  it  to  demonstrate  that  ignorance  and  impudence  are  correlated 
and  commensurate. 

We  find  that  Hahnemann  was  accepted  by  competent  cotempo- 
raries  as  an  authority  in  chemistry,  and  that  as  a  pharmacist  he 
exerted  an  influence  that  was  recognized  and  respected.  We  also 
learn  from  this  period  of  his  life-history  that  he  was  earnestly  scru- 
tinizing and  improving  the  tools  of  the  physician.  This  was  a  fit- 
ting apprenticeship  for  the  man  who  was  to  propound  a  theory 
of  dynamization  and  to  introduce  a  new  posology.  He  spake 
whereof  he  knew.     Are  his  latter-day  critics  doing  likewise? 

We  still  further  find  that  as  a  practical  physician,  Hahnemann 
was  honored  by  the  most  competent  of  his  cotemporaries.  He  was, 
still  farther,  a  scholar  of  note  in  a  nation  of  scholars.  He  read  in 
many  languages,  the  archives  of  medicine  were  open  to  him,  and 
he  ransacked  them.  Moreover,  he  thought  for  himself,  and  from 
such  reading  and  such  thought,  came  his  theory  of  chronic  diseases. 
Surely  he  had  a  right  to  his  own  thought  on  these  subjects. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  we  find  that  his  active  literary  life  reaches 
from  1777  to  1837 — half  a  century — in  which  he  made  a  reputation 
as  a  chemist,  as  a  pharmacist,  as  a  physician,  as  a  scholar,  as  a 
philosopher,  as  the  founder  of  a  system  of  medicine,  and  as  the 
author  of  a  Materia  Medica  that  alone  would  justify  a  life  spent 
on  only  it.  Of  a  truth,  the  morality,  intelligence,  patience,  perse- 
verance, faithfulness,  method,  insight,  industry  and  energy  of  Hah- 
nemann do  "  lie  written  in  the  work  "  he  has  done,  and  against 
such  qualities  all  the  powers  of  darkness  combine  in  vain. 

The  larger  patt  of  Dr.  Ameke's  volume  is  devoted  to  an  enumera- 
tion and  examination  of  the  criticisms,  animadversions,  and  attacks 
upon  Homoeopathy  that  began  with  Hecker  in  1796,  and  have  been 
continued  to  1882.  The  value  of  Dr.  Ameke's  labor  here  is  that  it 
will  save  some  future  historian  much  painful  research,  and  that  the 
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reader  may  learn  what  objections  were  urged  against  HomoBopathy, 
and  may  estimate  their  validity  when  tried  by  the  test  of  time. 
He  will  find  that  many  of  the  strongest  points  have  been  relin- 
quished by  the  very  school  that  advanced  them  ;  that  much  which 
was  at  first  condemned  is  now  accepted  by  the  descendants  of  the 
condemners  ;  and  he  will  learn  that  truth  defies  the  malice  of  the 
very  devil.  It  is  pleasing  to  know  that  in  many  of  these  old-time 
criticisms  Hahnemann's  scientific  and  professional  reputation  is 
fully  recognized,  his  great  merit  acknowledged,  and  much  of  his 
teaching  accepted.  It  is  also  noteworthy  that  calumny  came  with 
the  later  years  when  those  who  had  intimately  known  Hahnemann 
were  dead;  and  of  this  species,  while  he  is  by  all  means  the  small- 
est, Prof.  A.  B.  Palmer,  of  Michigan  University,  may  justly  claim 
to  be  ultimus  crepitus  DiaholL     Palnian  qui  meruit  ferat! 

It  is  also  a  matter  of  history,  and  established  by  Dr.  Ameke's 
researches,  that  the  first  "  scientific"  attack  on  Homoeopathy  came 
from  homoeopathic  physicians.  This  attack  is  based  on  the  fact 
that  Hahnemann's  theory  of  dynamization  is  not  in  consonance 
with  the  teachings  of  modern  physical  science.  The  partisans 
making  this  attack  purpose  -to  repudiate  much  of  Hahnemann's 
posology,  many  of  his  provings,  all  the  data,  in  fact,  derived  from 
the  upe  of  certain  potencies.  These  ends  necessitate  a  condensa- 
tion of  our  Materia  Medica  by  elimination,  which  is  now  attempt- 
ing to  be  done. 

The  fate  of  a  house  divided  against  itself  is  a  proverb,  and  it 
would  seem  that  the  hereditary  enemies  of  Homoeopathy  might 
sheathe  their  swords  and  wipe  their  pens  while  its  own  household 
hurries  it  to  destruction. 

But  we  learn  from  Dr.  Ameke's  book  how  much  Homoeopathy 
has  sturdily  survived  despite  its  theory  of  dynamization  and  its 
conception-defying  posology.  Like  the  oak,  it  is  all  the  stronger 
from  the  storms  that  have  wrestled  with  it.  The  strong  arm  of 
the  State  has  not  been  able  to  strangle  it  ;  malice  has  done  its 
worst,  falsehood  has  spent  itself  ;  and  now  Science  threatens  it 
with — facts  ?  demonstrable  truths  ?  No  ;  but  with  its  oldest  hypo- 
thesis.   And  what  is  the  mess  of  pottage  for  which  the  homoBO- 
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pathic  Esau  sells  his  birthright,  and  condemns  the  Materia  Medica 
by  which  it  held,  now  holds,  and  will  hold  its  puissance  against  any 
and  all  its  foes?  Simply  and  only  t?ie  atomic  theory  of  the  tdtimate 
structure  of  matter. 

This  is  the  bugaboo  that  has  frightened  onr  sana-eulottic  savants. 

These  savants  began  work  with  the  postulate  that  tohatever  is 
invisible  is  not.  They  said,  visibility  denotes  the  limit  of  divisibil- 
ity. But  such  a  degree  of  molecular  dimensions  as  physical  science 
recognizes,  obliged  these  savants  to  retract  their  foolish  postulate, 
because  the  "  molecule  *'  is  invisible  by  any  means  at  the  command 
of  man. 

Having  failed  to  demonstrate  the  invisible  with  the  microscope, 
these  savants  accept  Sir  William  Thomson's  hypothetical  dimen- 
sions of  the  molecule,  and  fling  to  the  winds  all  "potencies"  above 
the  11th  centesimal.  But  many  provings  have  been  made,  and 
much  clinical  evidence  acquired  with  and  from  much  higher  poten- 
cies. Then  away  go  all  provings  with  such  potencies,  and  much 
of  the  clinical  work  done  with  such  potencies,  and  by  which  we 
have  won  and  held  our  position  for  three-quarters  of  a  century. 
On- this  incontinently  they  begin  to  •ondense  our  Materia  Medica 
by  elimination. 

These  savants  have  overlooked  Sir  William  Thomson's  vortex 
theory  of  matter,  by  which  a  dynamic  rather  than  a  materialistic 
philosophy  of  the  universe  must  obtain.  Said  Oken,  long  ago, 
"  The  universe  is  God  rotating."  Says  Sir  William  Thomson, 
"  matter,  such  as  we  perceive  it,  is  merely  the  rotating  parts  of  a 
fluid  which  fills  all  space."  "  The  idea  that  motion  is,  in  some  sort, 
the  basis  of  what  we  call  matter,  is  an  old  one;  but  no  distinct  con- 
ceptions on  the  subject  were  possible  until  Von  Helmholtz,  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago,  made  a  grand  contribution  to  hydrokinetics  in 
the  shape  of  his  theory  of  vortex  motion."* 

When  it  comes  to  mere  trading  in  hypotheses,  that  of  the  hard, 
indivisible  atom  of  Lucretius  is  a  much  cheaper  thing  than  the  more 
refined  "  vortex  motion  "  which  is  a  better  evidence  of  the  im- 
manence of  the  Creator.     Suppose  we  say,  "  The  universe  is  God 

*  Tait.    Properties  of  Matter,  p.  19.    Edinburgh,  1885. 
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acting,"  and  then  see  whither  that  hypothesis  will  lead  us.  First, 
then,  "  In  the  physical  universe  there  are  but  two  classes  of  things, 
matter  and  energy."  We  are  made  cognizant  of  matter  by  energy. 
That  which  energy  makes  known  to  us,  we  call  matter.     Then  why 

• 

not  say  with  Hegel,  "  Matter  is  constituted  by  forces  which  are 
outgoings  or  manifestations  of  the  Divine  will."  If  we  say  this, 
then  there  is  but  one  thing  in  the  physical  universe — energy,  or  the 
Divine  will  manifest. 

The  physicists  find  fault  with  the  metaphysicians,  and  yet  the 
hard,  indivisible  atom  is  a  purely  metaphysical  conception.  Accept- 
ing it  as  a  demonstrated  reality  has  led  some  of  our  school  to  reject 
Hahnemann's  posology,  and  to  cast  aside  much  of  his  Materia 
Medica.  They  are  guilty  of  a  petitio  principiiy  for,  at  present,  so 
far  as  demonstration  goes,  the  dynamic  theory  of  the  universe  is 
as  valid  as  the  materialistic,  and  to  the  devout  mind  far  more  accept- 
able, because  it  is  the  Divine  will  manifest. 

Of  the  result  of  our  internecine  conflict,  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion. The  potencies  had  demonstrated  their  energy  long  before 
this  modern  challenge  came.  Provings  with  the  thirtieth  potency 
have  established  themselves.  Daily  we  give  remedies  from  the 
data  derived  from  them,  and  the  same  reasons  that  justify  us  in 
using  tangible  quantities  of  a  drug,  justify  our  use  of  these  poten- 
cies. If  the  evidence  of  our  senses  is  valid  in  the  one  instance,  it 
is  in  the  other.  We  know  more  of  matter  in  the  tincture  than  we 
do  in  the  thirtieth.  We  reco*gnize  matter  in  the  tincture  only  by 
its  energy,  and  we  have  the  same  criterion  for  matter  in  the  thir- 
tieth. Our  senses  detect  the  energy  in  each  instance,  and  we  are 
to  use  our  senses  not  to  discriminate  the  difference  in  the  quantity 
of  matter  used  but  to  determine  the  presence  of  matter  by  the 
energy  displayed. 

A  later  history  of  Homoeopathy  will  record  this  last  vagary  to  the 
shame  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  We  commend 
Dr.  Ameke's  book  to  those  with  whom  Homoeopathy  is  not  a  trade 
mark,  but  a  conviction.  It  gives  glimpses  of  the  past,  that  make 
as  stronger  for  the  duties  of  the  present.  It  tells  of  trials  and  of 
triumphs,  and  without  the  one  the  other  cannot  be. 

As  a  history  of  Homoeopathy  it  is  inferior  to  Dudgeon's  Lectures. 
As  a  contribution  to  a  later  history,  it  will  find  a  place  and  do 
honor  to  the  scholarship  and  industry  of  its  author. 

The  cunning  touches  of  Dudgeon's  hand  are  evident  in  the  illus- 
trative footnotes  and  the  apt  head  lines,  and  the  translator  has 
given  ample  promise  that  ante-natal  influences  have  made  him  the 
worthy  son  of  a  worthy  sire.  We  shall  be  glad  to  welcome  fresh 
fruit  from  his  industry.  S.  A.  Jones. 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
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NOTES   ON    SOME  CASES    OF  NERVOUS   DISEASE,    IN- 
CLUDING TWO  CASES  OF  SO-CALLED 
WRITER'S  CRAMP. 

BY  J.  GALLEY  BLACKLEY,  M.  B.,  V.  P. 

(Bead  June  4th,  1884,  and  re-published  from  the  Annals  of  the  British  Homoeopathic 

Society.). 

Gentlemen — In  an  article  upon  Gelaemium  published  by  me  in 
the  Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review  for  February,  1876,*  after  cit- 
ing a  case  of  piano-player's  cramp  treated  by  Gelsemiuni^  I  ven- 
tured to  suggest  that  when  the  modus  operandi  of  the  drug  came 
to  be  more  accurately  known,  it  would,  in  all  probability  turn  out 
to  be  distinctly  homoeopathic  to  the  troublesome  and  usually 
intractable  class  of  nervous  affections  known  as  "  writer's  cramp," 
"piano-player's  cramp," etc.,  and  recently  classed  by  a  German 
writer  under  the  collective  title  of  ^''professional  neuroses?'*  The 
above-mentioned  case  was  one  of  Dr.  Hertzka's,f  and  is  briefly  as 
follows  :  "  The  patient,  a  pianist,  had  suffered  from  lassitude,  wan- 
dering pains,  and  weakness  of  both  ayms,  more  especially  the  right 
one,  the  symptoms  being  so  severe  as  to  prevent  his  following  his 
occupation  for  the  last  two  years.  Cold  water  and  galvanism  to 
the  spine  had  afforded  him  only  very  slight  relief.  The  patient 
was  put  upon  Gelsemium^  eight  drops  three  times  a  day,  and  the 
symptoms  rapidly  vanished,  no  unpleasant  physiological  effects 
from  the  drug  being  noticed."  Since  the  appearance  of  my  article 
there  have  been  published,  on  the  one  hand,  some  solid  contribu- 
tions to  our  knowledge  of  the  action  of  Gelsem>ium,  whilst,  on  the 
other  hand,  something  has  been  done  to  elucidate  the  pathology  of 
a  somewhat  obscure  disease;  and  before  reading  to  you  the  notes  of 
my  two  cases,  both  of  which  I  may  premise  were  treated  with  Gd- 
semium,  I  propose  to  bring  before  you,  as  briefly  as  possible,  those 
considerations  which  lead  me  to  think  my  prediction  is  likely  to  be 
fairly  well  borne  out  in  practice. 

Of  symptoms  pure  and  simple,  the  following  taken  from  Allen,t 
although  not,  alas  !  given  in  a  connected  form  and  in  the  order  or 
their  sequence,  appear  to  me  extremely  suggestive  of  the  symp- 
toms usually  present  in  professional  neurosis: 


*  "On  Gtelsemium,"  Monthly  Homa&opathic  Review^  vol.  xx,  p.  80. 

t  Centralblatt,  1875,  p.  808. 

i  Encyclopaedia  of  Bare  Materia  Medica,  vol.  iv,  p.  897,  Symptoms  4S8,  et  Meq% 
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**I  gradually  lost  the  control  of  my  limbs  so  that  I  could  not 
direct  theip^  movement  with  precision.  A  sensation  as  if  a  galvanic 
current  were  passing  down  the  forearms  and  hands,  also  the  same 
in  the  feet."  "  After  writing  for  a  few  minutes,  crampy  pain  in 
the  bend  of  the  right  elbow.  Pain  in  the  flexor  muscles  of  the 
right  forearm.  The  flexor  muscles  of  the  hands  and  arms  were  par- 
alysed, whilst  the  extensors  were  nearly  so.  Sensation  in  hands  and 
arms  blunted,  but  not  in  proportion  to  the  loss  of  motion. 

"  Fatigue  of  the  lower  limbs  after  slight  exercise,  loss  of  volun- 
tary motion  of  the  lower  extremities,  a  slight,  sharp,  crampy  pain 
in  the  left  gastrocnemius  about  the  largest  part  of  the  muscle,  exces- 
sive drawing  and  contracting  pains  in  the  gastrocnemius  muscle  of 
the  left  leg,  pain  in  the  left  ankle,  with  spasmodic  contractions  of 
the  toes,  and  drawing  pains  in  them;  excessive  crampy  pains  in  the 
whole  of  the  right  foot." 

So  much  for  the  mere  symptoms!  If  we  come  next  to  inquire 
into  the  theory  of  the  action  of  the  drug,  I  cannot  do  better  than 
refer  you  firstly  to  my  paper  already  mentioned,  where  Dr.  Berger'a 
summing  up  of  the  results  of  his  experiments  upon  animals  is  given 
in  the  following  words: 

Gelsemmm  causes,  therefore,  in  warm-blooded  animals,  "paralysis 
of  the  motor  centre  of  the  brain  after  previous  stimulation  of  the 
same;  paralysis  of  the  respiratory  centre  of  the  medulla  oblon- 
gata. (The  difference  between  cases  where  the  vagus  is  left  intact 
and  where  it  has  been  cut,  speaks  for  a  simultaneous  participation 
in  this  action  of  the  pulmonafry  twigs  of  the  vagus.)  Sensibility 
remains  unimpaired,  reflex  irritability  is  at  first  excited^  finally 
dimiiiished.  On  the  function  of  the  heart  the  poison  has  only  a 
collateral  influence,  the  slight  diminution  of  frequency  of  the  latter 
appears  to  be  caused  by  the  sedative  effect  of  the  venous  blood 
upon  the  medullary  vagus  centre.  Large  doses  cause  a  moderate 
lowering  of  the  blood-pressure;  death  is  caused  by  paralysis  of  res- 
piration,"* 

Secondly,  to  the  articles  upon  Gelsemium  contributed  to  the 
pages  of  the  Lancet  by  Messrs.  Ringer  and  Murrell.f  The  second 
of  thesej  dealing  with  the  effects  of  the  drug  upon  the  cord  is 
chiefly  interesting  to  us  in  the  fact  that  the  drug  appears  to  possess 
a  dual  action  (this  was  noticed  equally  in  both  the  preparations 
employed,  extract  and  alkaloid)  a  paralysing  and  a  tetanising  effect. 
Whether  this  warrants  the  authors  in  supposing  that  the  drug  con- 
tains two  active  principles,  one  a  paralysing,  and  the  other  a  tetan- 
ising agent,  is,  I  think,  at  least  open  to  question. 

Lastly,  to  the  admirable  monograph  on  Gelsemium  published  by 
the  Hughes  Medical  Club  of   Massachusetts,  where  you  will  find 

*  Loc.  cit..  p.  86. 

t  *'  On  Oelsemium  sempervirens.**  by  Sidney  Binger,  M.  D.,  and  William  MurrelL  L.  B. 
0.  P.    Lancet,  1875,  ii;  ISiG,  1  and  il. 
X  Loc.  cit.,  1876,  1  p.  126. 
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the  following  commentary  apon  .the  effects  of  the  drag  upon  the 
motor  nervous  system  in  the  human  8ubject.§ 

"  On  the  motor  sphere  the  activity  of  the  drug  varies  from  simple 
spasmodic  movements  through  general  weakness,  feebleness,  and 
Slight  paralysis,  to  total  loss  of  muscular  power;  hence  we  conclude 
that  its  mode  of  action  is  at  first  very  slightly  irritant,  as  shown 
by  slight  spasms,  afterwards  depressant,  as  shown  by  complete 
paralysis. 

*'  In  conclusion,  we  sum  up  in  brief  the  points  at  all  substantiated 
by  facts: 

'^  The  only  point  which  seems  at  all  settled  is  that  the  paralytic 
action  is  central  and  not  peripheral,  as  is  shown  by  the  experiments 
of  Ringer  and  Murrell. 

"2.  That  the  paralysis  being  almost  entirely  motor  instead  of 
sensory,  it  would  seem  that  the  effect  of  the  drug  is  expended 
largely  in  the  anterior  columns  of  the  cord. 

"  3.  From  the  fact  that  amongst  the  earliest  symptoms  are  the 
paralysis  of  the  glottis,  tongue  and  face,  later  the  general  weak- 
ness, staggering  gait,  and  loss  of  muscular  power,  it  would  seem 
plausible  that  the  effect  of  the  drug  was  progressive  from  above 
downwards. 

^'  The  physiological  action  under  this  head  seems  to  be  that  of  a 
sedative  to  the  motor  nervous  system.  At  first  mental  action  is 
unimpaired,  but  finally  there  is  a  feeling  like  commencing  intoxica- 
tion, or  entire  unconsciousness  and  apoplectic  stupor.  At  other 
times  there  was  only  inability  to  concentrate  the*  mind.  Its  action 
seems  to  be  on  the  cerebrum  and  motor  centres  of  the  medulla 
oblongata." 

Those  of  you  who  have  seen  and  studied  cases  of  writer's  cramp 
will  be  at  once  struck  not  only  with  the  similarity  of  certain  indi- 
vidual symptoms  in  both  drug  and  disease,  but  also  with  the  very 
close  resemblance  between  the  presumed  modus  operandi  of  Gel- 
semium  and  modern  views  on  the  pathology  of  writer's  cramp, 
which  last  might  be  summed  up  as  follows: 

1.  Overwork  of  certain  groups  of  muscles  usually  acting  quasi- 
automatically. 

2.  HypersBraia  with  excitement  of  nerve-centres,  exalted  func- 
tion, spasm,  neuralgic  pains,  tremors. 

3.  Passive  congestion  of  nerve-centres,  impaired  fonction,  motor 
paralysis. 

I  will  now  read  you  the  notes  of  two  cases  of  this  interesting  ail- 
ment which  have  occurred  in  my  practice  during  the  past  few 
years,  both,  as  I  have  already  stated,  treated  with  one  medicine 
only,  and  that  medicine  Gelsemium, 

Case  1. — Dr.  H ,  organist  and  composer,  set.  68,  of  bilio-san- 

guine  temperament,  slight  build,  and  highly-strung  nervous  organi- 
zation, consulted  rae  in  the  spring  of  1879  for  a  troublesome  cramp 
of  both  hands  and  one  foot,  coming  on  when  practicing  the  organ 


S  OeUemium  aempervirena.    A  monograph  by  the  Hughes  Medical  dub  of 
■etts.    Boston,  ISSl    Pp.  43  and  44. 


\ 
AMERICAN   OBSEBVEB.  179 

or  piano.  The  history  furnished  by  the  patient  was  as  follows: 
The  first  attack  commenced  in  1873,  at  a  time  when  the  general 
health  was  very  much  below  par,  as  a  result,  partly  of  serious  men- 
tal anxiety,  and  partly  of  long-continued  overwork,  both  in  prac- 
tising and  in  composing.  The  result  of  these  was  a  condition  of 
chronic  catarrhal  dyspepsia,  from  which  the  patient  still  suffers  at 
times,  inability  to  sleep,  and  the  above-mentioned  cramp  of  both 
hands  and  the  left  foot,  coming  on  four  or  ^ve  times  a  week  when 
practicing,  and  in  the  right  hand  also  when  writing.  The  patient's 
habits  had  always  been  abstemious,  but  he  took  at  this  time  moder- 
ate quantities  of  brandy  and  water,  under  medical  advice.  This 
condition  of  matters  continued  with  some  fluctuations  for  more 
than  two  years,  and  gradually  ceased  as  the  general  health  improved, 
and  he  enjoyed  perfect  immunity  for  more  than  three  years.  At 
the  time  of  his  first  visit  to  me  the  causes,  predisposing  and  excit- 
ing, were  apparently  the  same  as  in  the  first  attack;  a  favorite 
daughter  was  seriously  ill,  he  was  suffering  from  a  severe  attack  of 
dyspepsia,  and  had  been  at  work  far  into  the  night,  writing  and 
composing,  for  many  weeks;  the  exciting  cause  was  of  course  the 
same,  overwork  with  hands  and  feet  in  practicing.  The  account  of 
these  cramps  given  by  the  patient  is  as  follows:  "Within  ten  or  fif- 
teen minutes  after  sitting  down  to  the  instrument,  some  feeling  of 
pain  and  stiffness  manifests  itself  in  the  flexor  muscles  of  the  fore- 
arms and  gradually  spreads  to  the  fingers,  and  whilst  evident  at  first 
only  in  florid  passages,  increases  so  much  as  to  impair  the  execution 
of  even  the  simplest  compositions.  The  right  hand  suffers  most, 
then  the  left  hand,  and  frequently  during  pedalling,  where  the  left 
foot  should  be  crossed  over  the  right,  this  movement  becomes  almost 
impracticable."  These  symptoms  had  been  troublesome  for  some 
weeks,  not  absolutely  every  day,  but,  as  in  the  first  attack,  about 
four  or  five  times  a  week.  One  of  these  attacks  came  on  during  a 
public  recital  upon  a  new  organ  whilst  playing  one  of  Bach's  fugues, 
the  cramp  seizing  the  right  hand  in  the  very  middle  of  the  piece. 
Rather  than  break  down  the  heroic  patient  resolutely  set  to  work 
to  finish  off  the  piece  with  the  one  hand  and  the  feet,  rubbing  the 
right  hand,  meanwhile,  vigorously  upon  his  knee,  and  succeeded  so 
well  that  he  was  warmly  praised  by  the  critics  for  his  playing  of 
this  very  piece. 

After  a  week  or  ten  days  devoted  to  Merc,  sol,  for  the  relief  of 
the  gastric  troubles,  I  placed  the  patient  upon  Gehem.  1  x,  a  drop 
three  times  a  day,  and,  with  the  exception  of  insisting  upon  regu- 
larity in  meal-times,  I  made  no  alteration  whatever  in  his  habits  or 
mode  of  life,  the  hard  work  going  on  as  usual  until  the  autumn 
holidays,  some  months  later.  The  medicine  was  steadily  taken  for 
three  months,  the  result  being  a  gradual  diminution  in  the  frequency 
and  duration  of  the  cramps,  and  at  the  end  of  about  ten  weeks  they 
ceased  altogether.  It  is  only  right  to  add  that  the  general  health 
had  meanwhile  improved  slightly,  but  not  nearly  in  a  degree  com- 
mensurate with  the  improvement  in  the  purely  neurotic  symptoms. 
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Since  1879  he  has  had  one  or  two  slight  relapses,  which  he  has 
generally  nipped  in  the  bud  by  a  renewal  of  his  old  prescription. 

Case  2. — My  second  case  of  professional  neurosis  is  of  a  similar 
character,  but  occurring  in  a  professional  flute-player. 

Mr.  X ,  8Bt.  36,  flutist,  of  small  physique  and  bilious  tem- 
perament, came  to  me  on  October  2dd,  1884,  complaining  of  stiff- 
ness and  cramp  in  the  middle  finger  of  both  hands  when  fingering. 
This  symptom  had  been  noticeable  for  four  years  past,  and  had 
increased  somewhat  of  late.  The  patient  had  a  chancre  in  1874, 
followed  by  well-developed  secondaries,  but  has  not  suffered  in  any 
way  since.  On  requesting  the  patient  to  go  through  the  action  of 
fingering  his  instrument  as  in  practising  difficult  passages,  he  com- 
plained of  a  swollen,  stiff  feeling  in  both  middle  fingers,  more  par- 
ticularly the  left,  accompanied  by  deep-seated,  dull  pain  down  the 
centre  of  each  forearm  over  the  median  nerve.  On  inspecting  the 
arms  the  muscular  development  was  seen  to  be  small,  but  no  local- 
ized wasting  could  be  detected.  There  was  slight  pain  on  pressure 
over  both  median  nerves.  With  the  exception  of  the  middle  fin- 
gers all  the  fingers  were  moved  with  perfect  ease.  Cutaneous  sen- 
sibility was  impaired.  All  the  superficial  muscles  of  the  forearm 
and  hand  were  found  to  respond  freely  to  electric  stimuli,  and  reflex 
irritability  was  apparently  unaltered.  No  tremors  were  apparent  in 
any  of  the  muscles  even  after  continued  effort.  Patellar,  reflex  and 
ankle-clonus  were  normal,  and  gait  also  normal.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  some  slight  tenderness  on  pressure  over  one  small  spot  on 
the  left  temporal  region,  no  symptom  suggestive  of  lurking  syphi- 
litic trouble  could  be  detected. 

The  cramps  in  this  case  differed  from  the  foregoing  in  not  increas- 
ing whilst  he  persevered  in  his  practising.  They  were  constantly 
present,  with  varying  degrees  of  severity,  but  were  always  worse 
during  the  winter  and  after  long  practising  of  florid  passages.* 
Gehem,  Ix,  a  drop  three  t-mes  a  day,  was  prescribed,  with  a  liberal 
diet  and  rest  enjoined.  As  the  patient's  habits  were  temperate,  he 
continued  to  take  his  accustomed  beverage,  claret. 

October  30th. — Has  refrained  from  practising  as  much  as  possible, 
merely  doing  what  was  absolutely  necessary  in  fulfilling  his  usual 
evening  engagement  at  one  of  the  theatres.  Thinks  there  is  a 
slight  improvement.     Repeat  medicine. 

November  12th. — Improvement  is  now  very  marked  in  every 
respect.  Is  still  giving  himself  all  the  rest  he  can  preparatory  to 
going  on  a  provincial  tour.     Rep.  med. 

December  5th. — Came  to  see  me  before  leaving  town,  declaring 
himself  nearly  well,  although  he  has  not  yet  resumed  his  usual 
amount  of  practising. 

March  16th. — The  patient  came  to  see  me  after  the  conclusion  of 

*  The  patient  mentioned  especially  a  florid  passage  for  flutes  in  the  seherao  moTemeiit 
of  Mendelssohn^s  music  to  the  MidUummer  NighVt  Dream, 
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his  provincial  tour,  lasting  ten  weeks,  and, reports  that  he  remained 
perfectly  free  from  his  ailment  during  the  whole  time  of  his  absence 
from  London.  He  has  had  a  very  slight  relapse  during  the  last 
few  days,  and  says  he  has  been  suffering  from  slight  gastric  dis- 
turbance. The  medicine  was  repeated,  and  I  did  not  hear  again 
from  the  patient  until  a  couple  of  days  ago,  when  he  reports  him- 
self as  well,  but  still  taking  the  medicine  at  intervals,  for  he  is  sure 
it  is  t?ie  medicine  for  him. 

Remarks, — From  the  above  somewhat  scanty  notes  it  will  be  seen 
that  no  attempt  was  made,  before  commencing  the  treatment,  to 
differentiate  the  individual  muscle  or  group  of  muscles  involved,  in 
the  manner  recommended  by  Dr.  Roth,  until  our  knowledge  of 
the  pathology  of  the  disease  is  very  much  precisionized,  such  a 
course  does  not  appear  to  me  a  necessity,  unless,  indeed,  it  were 
decided  to  treat  the  case  non-medicinally,  by  means  of  appropriate 
manipulations,  as  practiced  by  Dr.  Roth  and  Mr.  Wolff.  These 
cases  were  treated  symptoraatically  with  a  medicine  whose  homcBO- 
pathicity  to  the  complaint  had  already  been  pointed  out,  and  which, 
even  in  allopathic  hands,  had  proved  curative. 

Case  3  is  of  a  different  character,  being  one  of  meningitis  of  a 
somewhat  unusual  type. 

James  C ,  aet.  8,  schoolboy,  was  admitted  into  Barton  Ward 

on  March  13th,  1885,  in  a  semi-comatose  condition,  accompanied 
with  diarrhoea. 

History. — The  patient's  mother  suffers  from  a  chronic  cough, 
which  is  always  worse  in  the  winter,  and  has  had  several  attacks  of 
haemoptysis.  The  father  is  in  good  health.  Has  had  two  sisters 
and  six  brothers,  two  of  whom  died  of  scarlet  fever,  and  one,  a 
baby,  of  convulsions.  An  aunt  had  brain  fever  and  was  in  a  luna- 
tic asylum  for  fifteen  years,  where  she  died;  she  never  spoke  for 
the  last  five  years  of  her  life.  The  paternal  grandmother  also  died 
insane.  The  boy's  mother  says  he  was  always  very  attentive  at 
school,  and  learned  everything  very  quickly.  He  has  always  been 
of  a  very  obstinate  disposition.  He  has  had  good  health  until  the 
present  illness. 

Previous  Accidents, — Last  September  the  boy  fell  about  four  feet 
from  some  timber  on  which  he  was  playing,  and  struck  his  forehead 
in  the  centre.  He  was  not  rendered  insensible,  and  beyond  having 
two  black  eyes,  did  not  appear  much  the  worse.  His  neck  remained 
stiff  for  a  week  after,  and  he  held  his  head  somewhat  stifflv  for 
some  time. 

I^esent  illness  began  a  month  ago,  with  pain  in  the  head,  neck, 
and  upper  part  of  the  back.  He  was  very  drowsy,  and  said  his 
head  ached.  The  abdomen  next  became  distended;  diarrhoea  came 
on,  and  has  continued  until  now,  the  evacuations  being  light.  The 
boy  complained  of  his  head  constantly  until  three  days  ago,  when 
he  had  a  severe  screaming  fit,  after  which  he  became  unconscious, 
and  has  remained  so  ever  since.     For  the  last  three  days  stools  and 
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urine  have  been  passed  involuntarily,  and  he  has  perspired  freely 
about  the  trunk  and  head. 

State  on  Adfnission. — Patient  unconscious;  face  flashed;  pupils 
much  dilated,  especially  the  left  one.     Temp.  103.4  deg. 

Chest, — Right  side  slightly  duller  than  the  left,  with  abundant 
moist  and  dry  sounds,  especially  towards  the  base.  Left  side^  dry 
sounds  and  harsh  breathing  generally.  Slight  stiffening  of  the 
muscles  at  the  back  of  the  neck.  Tongue  covered  with  white  fur; 
bowels  relaxed;  abdomen  tympanitic  but  not  tender;  splenic  dull- 
ness slightly  larger  than  normal.  No  spots  or  tenderness  or  gurg- 
ling over  iliac  fossa. 

At  7  p.  M.  temp,  was  103.2  deg.,  pulse  132,  and  respirations  32. 
He  was  placed  on  milk  diet. 

March  14th. — Temperature  100.4  deg.,  resp.  40.  Tongue  covered 
with  white  fur  dotted  with  prominent  red  papillae.  Abdomen  still 
tympanitic,  but  not  apparently  tender.  One  light  loose  stool  passed 
in  bed;  urine  also  passed  involuntarily.  Pupils  not  so  dilated. 
Has  been  several  times  partly  sensible.  5.  Bry,  Ix,  gtt.  j,  secundis 
horis  during  the  day,  and  Aeon,  Ix,  gtt.  j,  omni  bora  nocte.  E.  T. 
102  deg. 

15th. — Temp.  99  deg.,  pulse  108.  Sleeps  well,  and  is  semi-con- 
scious at  times;  calls  out  now  and  then.  Pupils  not  dilated;  tongue 
same.     E.  T.  102  deg. 

16th. — Temp.  99.2  deg.  Pulse  112.  Urine  14  oz.,  alkaline,  sp. 
gr.  1020,  no  albumen.  Tongue  white.  Abdomen  much  distended. 
Passed  one  loose  stool,  light  yellow  in  color  with  flakes  of  curdled 
milk  in  it.  Slept  well,  but  has  cried  a  great  deal  when  awake. 
Pupils  react  well  to  light.  Is  perspiring  profusely  about  the  head 
and  face.     E.  T.  103  deg. 

19th. — Temp.  101.4  deg.,  pulse  128.  Tongue  cleaning  at  the  tip 
and  edges.  Cried  out  all  night,  but  without  shedding  tears.  Seems 
sensible  this  morning.  Face  pale;  pupils  equal  in  size  and  reacting 
well  to  light;  abdomen  tumid;  thighs  persistently  flexed  upon  it; 
no  spots;  stiffening  of  the  post-cervical  muscles  less  marked.  Dr. 
Moir  was  kind  enough  to  examine  the  eyes  with  the  ophthalmo- 
scope; both  discs  appeared  clear,  and  presented  no  signs  of  hyper- 
semia.  ]^.  Strain,  Ix,  gtt.  j,  in  alternation  with  Bryonia  every  two 
hours.     E.  T.  104.2  deg. 

20th. — Temp.  103.2  deg.,  resp.  44,  pulse  120,  regular.  Slept  con- 
tinuously for  three  hours  in  the  night,  and  perspired  very  freely. 
E.  T.  ]03.8  deg. 

21st. — Temp,  same;  still  perspiring  a  clammy  sweat;  shrieks  out 
loudly  at  times;  tongue  cleaning;  abdomen  swollen,  with  superfi- 
cial veins  very  prominent.     E.  T.  104.4  deg. 

22d. — Temp.  102  deg.,  is  fairly  sensible,  but  cries  a  great  deal; 
tongue  covered  with  creamy  fur;  has  passed  four  stools,  light  and 
loose. 

24th — Temp,  last  night  104.4 deg.,  this  morniflg  101.4  deg.;  pulse 
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112;  pupils  dilated;  sleeps  a  good  deal,  but  when  awake  screams 
constantly;  perspires  freely,  especially  about  the  head  and  face. 
Omit  Bry,  and  iitram,y  and  give  Agaricus  3x,  gtt.  j,  secundis  horis 
during  the  day. 

26th. — Temp,  last  night  103  deg.,  this  morning  101.4  deg.;  tongue 
much  cleaner;  abdomen  swollen  and  tympanitic;  legs  still  drawn 
up;  sleeps  a  great  deal  and  heavily,  but  cries  constantly  when 
awake;  face  pale:  pupils  rather  contracted.  ^,  Ojoewm  1,  gtt.  j, 
secundis  horis  in  place  of  Agar,  A  dessertspoonful  of  cod-liver 
oil  to  be  given  daily. 

29th. — E.  T.  and  M.  T.  103.4  deg.  and  100.4  deg.  respectively; 
still  alternates  between  sleeping  and  crying,  but  sat  up  yesterday 
for  a  few  minutes  and  talked  to  his  father.  He  was  allowed  some 
bread  and  milk.  From  this  date  the  condition  began  to  improve 
gradually.  He  still  had  tremendous  screaming  fits  at  times,  and  at 
others,  though  somewhat  dull  and  apathetic,  was  apparently  sen- 
sible. 

On  April  5th  temp,  was  normal  night  and  morning.  On  the  8th 
was  allowed  fish.  Next  day  he  was  sitting  up  in  bed  smiling  and 
looking  quite  cheerful,  but  he  still  lapsed  off  into  screaming  fits  at 
times.  His  appetite  was  good;  he  was  much  emaciated,  and  had 
lost  his  hair  a  good  deal. 

On  April  20th  he  was  allowed  first  diet  with  stewed  fruit,  and  all 
medicine  was  stopped.  The  abdomen  still  remained  hard  and 
swollen,  but  not  tender,  and  the  epidermis  there  and  elsewhere  was 
very  scaly.  He  still  screams  at  times,  though  perfectly  sensible  in 
other  ways. 

He  was  discharged  cured  on  May  6th,  having  gained  daily  in  flesh 
and  strength;  since  April  20th  the  appetite  being  simply  ravenous. 
It  should  be  added  that  he  had  a  violent  screaming  fit  the  day  before 
he  left  the  hospital. 

Remarks. — The  chief  interest  of  the  case,  to  those  who  had  the 
opportunity  of  watching  it  steadily,  centred  in  the  question  of  the 
origin  of  the  meningitis.  Was  it  a  part  of  a  condition  of  dissem- 
inated tuberculosis  ?  was  it  a  sequel  of  the  fall  which  the  boy  had 
last  year  ?  or  was  the  disease  after  all  merely  typhoid  in  one  of  its 
protean  aspects  ?  The  high  evening  temperature,  uncontrolled  by 
Aconite  during  the  six  days  immediately  following  his  admission 
inclined  one  to  answer  the  first  of  these  questions  in  the  affirma- 
tive, whilst  the  general  character  of  the  temperature  curve  seemed 
to  eliminate  the  typhoid  origin  of  the  attack.  During  the  second 
and  third  weeks,  however,  the  only  test  possible  under  the  circum- 
stances— the  clinical  test — the  manner  in  which  the  symptoms 
responded  to  the  medicines  successively  exhibited,  strengthened  the 
supposition  that  it  was  to  the  apparently  trivial  accident  of  many 
months  before  that  the  somewhat  anomalous  chain  of  symptoms 
was  due. 
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THE  CYCLOPAEDIA  OF  DRUG  PATHOGENESY. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Dake,  the  American  editor  of  the  Cyclopaedia  of  Drug 
Pathogenesy,  has  lately  returned  from  Europe,  having  had  a  con- 
ference with  the  English  editor,  Dr.  Richard  Hughes.  He  reports 
the  work  as  progressing  finely  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Hughes,  who  has 
been  industriously  gathering  books  and  journals  and  manuscripts  in 
his  studio,  out  of  which  is  to  come  the  text  of  drug  provings  and 
poisonings  for  the  cyclopaedia.  He  is  desirous  that  no  misunder- 
standing occur  in  regard  to  the  special  object  and  value  of  the 
publication.  He  says  it  is  not  intended  as  a  manual  for  ready  ref- 
erence on  the  part  of  the  hurried  practitioner,  as  a  work  to  make 
primary  suggestions  of  one  remedy  or  another  to  the  prescriber 
who  is  on  the  run,  but  as  a  narrative  of  the  effects  of  each  drug 
upon  healthy  persons,  to  which  the  student  and  the  lecturer  and 
writer  on  Materia  Medica  and  every  careful  prescriber  may  go  for 
reliable  information.  It  is  not  expected  to  take  the  place  of  any 
other  work  hitherto  published,  because  it  is  unlike  any  of  them  in 
the  arrangement  as  well  as  selection  of  some  of  its  material.  As 
intimated  it  is  a  plain  narrative  of  drug  effects  in  the  language  of 
those  who  made  the  provings  or  reported  the  poisonings  which 
must  ever  constitute  the  basis  of  our  Materia  Medica. 

There  could  be  no  need  of  other  or  more  books  on  the  regional 
plan  of  symptom  display,  as  in  Hull's  Jahr,  and  especially  in 
Allen's  Encyclopaedia,  which  is  very  comprehensive  and  plain. 

Nor  will  it  at  all  obviate  the  need  of  works  like  those  of  Dun- 
ham, Hughes,  Hering,  Hempel,  Cowperthwaite,  Hale,  and  Burt. 

It  will  supply  to  those  seeking  it,  information  as  to  the  order  in 
which  symptoms  have  occurred,  revealing  the  drug  diseases  just 
as  they  have  been  developed,  and  showing  where  and  when  the 
disorder  began  and  how  it  progressed  and  ended  in  each  case.  At 
present  such  information  must  be  sought  in  more  than  a  hundred 
books  and  journals,  printed  in  a  dozen  different  languages  and 
spread  all  over  the  world. 

Dr.  Dake  savs  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  editors  will 
receive  no  pay  for  time  or  labor  spent  on  the  Cyclopaedia,  and  that 
the  numbers  will  be  furnished  at  a  very  low  rate  to  subscribers. 
He  says  the  rate  at  which  the  American  Institute  proposes  to  fur- 
nish the  publication  to  those  sending  their  two  dollars  to  Dr.  Kel- 
logRj  is  nardly  sufficient  to  pay  the  actual  cost  of  printing  and 
mailing. 
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BUSHROD  W.  JAMES.  A.  M.,  M.  D..  PHILADELPHIA,  EDITOR. 


APHORISMS  IN  REGARD  TO  THE  TURKISH  BATH.* 

Aphorism  Z  The  Turkish  Bath  is  the  best  and  most  efficacious 
of  all  baths,  both  in  a  hygienic  and  therapeutic  point  of  view.  It 
bestows,  as  nothing  else  can,  perfect  cleanliness,  a  sense  of  complete 
comfort  and  a  wonderful  power  of  resistance  to  variations  of  tem- 
perature. The  skin  of  the  entire  body  acquires  from  its  frequent 
use  an  astonishing  vitality,  analogous  to  that  possessed  by  the  sur- 
face of  the  hands  and  face,  always  exposed  to  the  air,  yet  never 
feeling  cold. 

Aphorism  IL  The  Turkish  Bath,  in  its  combination  of  heat  with 
cold  Water,  is  the  perfection  of  hydrotherapy.  It  possesses  three- 
fold remedial  powers,  at  once  depurative,  derivative,  and  tojiic,  so 
that  most  chronic  affections  which  resist  ordinary  remedies  are 
advantageously  influenced  by  it.  Such  are  rheumatism  and  gouty 
affections,  visceral  engorgements,  the  strumous  and  syphilitic  dia- 
thesis, obesity,  etc. 

Aphorism  III,  The  skin  is  to  man  what  the  foliage  is  to  the  tree 
— a  vast  external  lung,  with  millions  of  pores,  of  glandules  and  of 
papillsB,  and  an  immense  network  of  arteries  and  nerves.  It  is  the 
complement  and  svpplement  of  the  internal  lungs.  With  the  aid  of 
the  Turkish  Bath  the  skin  breathes  and  transpires  in  place  of  the 
lungs.  Thus  is  explained  its  efficacy  in  the  treatment  of  laryngitis 
and  brofichitis,  in  arresting  pneumonia  and  in  modifying  the  course 
of  catarrhal  and  tubercular  affections,  , 

Aphorism  IV,  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  digestive  passages, 
and  of  all  the  internal  ducts,  is  simply  a  prolongation  of  all  the 
internal  cutaneous  tissue,  from  without  to  within;  at  the  external 
openings  the  skin  becomes  thin,  the  epider^nis  changes  to  epithe- 
lium; there  is,  therefore,  both  analogy  of  organization  and  anato- 
mical continuity  between  the  skin  which  covers  the  body  and  the 
entire  mucous  system.  Modifications  in  one  portion  of  a  system 
influence  the  entire  system.  The  external  skin,  modified  by  the 
Turkish  Bath,  becomes  the  modifier  of  the  internal  skin,  that  is  to 
say,  the  modifier  of  the  digestive,  urinary  and  genital  systems, 

M I  I  IM — ^.^— 

*  Dr.  C.  H.  Depraz;  trans,  in  Medical  Bulletin,    N,  Y,  Med.  Timet. 
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Aphorism  V.  Winter  and  autumn  diminish  the  activity  of  the 
cutaneous  functions  and  harden  the  skin.  Hence,  at  the  fall  of  the 
leaf,  in  all  cold  and  damp  countries,  there  occurs  an  exacerbation 
of  all  the  catarrhal  affections  of  the  bronchi,  the  kidneys  and  the 
bladder.  The  Turkish  Bath  acts  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  winter  and 
of  dampness;  the  heat  of  the  bath  is  an  artificial  warm  and  dry 
climate  at  every  one's  door. 

Aphorism  VI,  Old  age,  by  reason  of  the  progressive  predomi- 
nance of  the  carbonaceous  elements  in  the  economy,  the  increasing 
rigidity  of  the  capillaries,  and  the  consequent  diminution  of  the 
secretions,  concentrates  the  peripheric  circulation  of  the  body  in  the 
interior  of  the  splanchnic  cavities  and  vital  organs;  hence  result 
wrinkles,  gray  hairs,  baldness,  harshness  of  the  skin,  apoplectic  ten- 
decides,  stiffness  of  the  joints  and  fragility  of  the  bones;  in  short,  all 
the  attributes  of  old  age,  terminating  in  one  step  further,  decrepi- 
tude. The  Turkish  Bath,  by  means  of  an  active  inverse  movement 
of  the  circulation  towards  the  surface  of  the  body,  imitates  youth, 
restores  elasticity  to  the  movements,  vigor  to  the  functions,  and 
mirth  to  the  countenance. 

Aphorism  VII.  There  is  no  true  disease  without  fever,  mild  or 
acute,  apparent  or  latent.  There  is  no  fever  without  an  alteration 
in  the  skin  in  respect  to  its  circulation,  its  sensibility,  its  tenvpera- 
ture,  and  its  power  of  inhalation  and  absorption.  Now,  since  the 
Turkish  Bath  acts  efficiently  on  all  these  functions  of  the  skin,  it 
follows  that  there  is  no  true  disease  in  which  the  Turkish  Bath  may 
not  be  either  the  sole  remedy  or  a  part  of  the  remedial  process. 

Aphorism  VIII,  The  Turkish  Bath  is  eminently  a  tonic.  By 
means  of  massage,  frictions  and  varied  exercises,  it  re-establishes 
functional  equilibrium  in  those  who  are  overwhelmed  with  brain 
work  and  do  not  have  sufficient  exercise — men  of  letters,  judges, 
journalists,  bankers  and  members,  in  fact,  of  all  sedentary  profes- 
sions. 

Aphorism  IX,  The  Turkish  Bath  is  a  complete  regulator  of  the 
organic  functions.  By  the  abundant  transpiration  which  it  causes, 
it  controls  the  balance  of  the  economy  in  those  who  are  too  much 
addicted  to  the  pleasures  of  the  table  just  at  the  time  of  life  when 
the  withdrawal  of  the  accustomed  demand  of  daily  duties  upon  the 
system  ought  to  impose  the  greatest  moderation.  This  caution 
concerns  especially  merchants  and  tradesmen  withdrawing  from 
active  business,  and  retired  officers. 

Aphorism,  X,  The  Turkish  bath  is  sedative  and  restorative  in  its 
action;  by  its  equalizing  effect  on  the  circulation  it  restores  the 
strength  exhausted  by  a  long  walk,  a  sea  voyage,  or  a  trip  by  rail, 
by  protracted  loss  of  sleep,  and  by  excesses  of  every  kind,  whose 
morbid  effects  are  reflected  upon  the  nervous  system.  Hence  its 
importance  to  tourists,  sports^nen,  athletes  and  artists. 

Aphorism  XI,  The  Turkish  Bath  is  depurative  and  reconstruct- 


1$^ 

pvoi^  »ffTMiHiiott  <!(f  food  h  Mtodifc^  cvMft$timx>iuU  4i$vv>)<riv 
■■ck  as  rieheU.  aaniyfmia^  drtk^frnM^  iM^MrMC.  W|fi^^  ;Kft4  ^vAii»^*> 
Matkemti.  musKMriai  or  mi^aBMC  jpmmkw^mkjPl  4L»i  iW  ^rw^W^*^  li^wi^ 
paamcBt.  the  fiist  cawse  of  $mv>f«i;a  Uhl  cvvftMiiMipt^Mi.  TW  <vi«ift« 
plcBCBt  of  the  Tukish  Baith  in  th«si^  c<onditkM»$^  b;ft  wWtiKaowi^  »)i4 
sdbstaatijl  diet«  a  n^jnr  whkh  i$  nmiief^  ;ftitrjiotiT>^  bx  iigHi{^rv^>hhl 
afrpecite  and  diget^tion. 

.AfiAoriim  .X7Z  The  Turkish  Baih  i$  the  adjuvant  \xf  alt  olhiN^ 
remedial  bath&  It  facilitates  the  ab^orptiv^n  \>f  miaefa)  waier^  at 
ercij  season  and  in  all  climateis^  Whenever  ihe  waier  onr^  i$  in\)i- 
cated  the  Toikish  Bath  may  adrantageonslT  be  $ubs^lituie\)  fvMr  iu 
It  is  none  the  less  an  efficaeioas  n^nedy  be<caa$«»  il  i$  a  luxur\\  Hk^ 
a  cool  bath  in  midsommer,  or  an  ic<i^  drink  in  ihe  h^^t  v^f  ihe 


DISINFECTAXTSl* 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  correspondence  of  the  Mi(\tk\U  J\Vn\^  \^f 
Philadelphia,  of  Jane  ^Oth^  page  T04«  that  the  Interaational  Sani^ 
tary  Conference  at  Rome^  Italv,«  ha$  decided  to  confine  it^i^elf  to  the 
subject  of  the  prevention  of  cVolera  until  that  be  di$|H>$ed  of^  and 
then,  if  there  be  time  and  a  disposition  to  di$cu$$  them^  other  dis- 
eases may  be  taken  up. 

A  committee  of  seven  was  appointed  to  consider  the  swb|ect  of 
disinfection,  with  Dr.  Sternbenj,  the  I',  S.  delejjate*  named  fir»t; 
but,  npoD  his  proposition,  Dr.  Koch  was  made  Chairman* 

After  several  protracted  sessions  the  cimuwittee  made  a  long 
report,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Conference  by  a  vote  of  ^0  to  !• 

The  Conference,  therefore,  recommends,  as  means  of  disinfection 
against  cholera: — 

"  1.  Steam  at  a  temperature  of  100  deg.  C.  (211*  deg.  VJ). 

2.  Carbolic  acid.     Chloride  of  lime, 

3.  Aeration. 

Carbolic  acid  and  chloride  of  lime  aiH>  to  be  used  in  aqueous  solu- 
tion: 

Weak  solutions :  Carbolic  acid,  2  per  cent.;  chloride  of  limei 

1  per  cent. 
Strong  solutions:  Carbolic  acid,  5  per  cent.  ;  chloride  of  linu*, 
4  per  cent. 
These  means  of  disinfection  will  bo  applied  as  follows: 

I.  For  the  disinfection  of  person  the  weak  solutions  should  bo 
employed. 

II.  For  the  disinfection  of  clothing,  bedding  {ths  Nngca^  <t(*s 
habits,  des  couvertures)  and  other  articles  of  this  kind: 

(a)  destruction  ;  (b)  steam  passed  through  the  artioloM  for  ono 
hour;  (c)  boiling  for  thirty  minutes;  (d)  inunersion  for  twenty-four 
hours  in  one  of  the  weak  disinfecting  solutions  ;  (d)  a(^ration  for 
three  or  four  weeks,  but  only  in  case  the  other  moans  rooominondod 
are  inapplicable. 

*The  Bphemerii-rDr.  Squibb. 
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Articles  of  leather,  such  as  trunks,  boots,  etc.,  shoald  be  either 
destroyed  or  washed  several  times  with  one  of  the  weak  disinfecting 
solutions. 

III.  Vomited  matters  and  the  dejections  of  the  sick  should  be 
mixed  with  one  of  the  strong  disinfecting  solutions,  in  quantity  at 
least  equal  to  the  amount  of  material  to  be  disinfected.  Linen, 
clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  recently  soiled  by  the  dejections  of  the  sick, 
which  cannot  be  immediately  subjected  to  the  action  of  steam, 
should  be  at  once  immersed  in  one  of  the  strong  disinfecting  solu- 
tions, and  left  for  four  hours. 

IV.  The  dead  should  be  enveloped  in  a  sheet  saturated  with  one 
of  the  strong  disinfecting  solutions,  without  previous  washing  of 
the  body,  and  at  once  placed  in  a  coffin. 

V.  Disinfection  of  merchandise  and  of  the  mails  is  unnecessary 
(steam  under  pressure  is  the  only  reliable  agent  for  the  disinfection 
of  rags — les  chiffons  en  gros), 

VI.  When  cases  of  cholera  occur  upon  a  vessel  at  sea,  the  locality 
where  the  case  occura  should  be  disinfected.  The  floors  and  walls 
of  the  cabin,  or  other  locality,  should  be  washed  at  least  twice  with 
one  of  the  weak  disinfecting  solutions,  and  then  exposed  freely  to 
fresh  air. 

In  the  case  of  objects  of  considerable  value,  which  have  not  been 
in  immediate  contact  with  the  sick,  and  which  would  be  seriously 
injured  by  a  rigorous  disinfection,  the  physician  on  board  may 
determine  what  measures  are  necessary  to  protect  the  sanitary 
interests  of  the  vessel. 

The  bilge- water  should  be  pumped  out,  and  replaced  by  sea- water, 
at  least  twice  at  each  disinfection  of  a  vessel. 

The  closets  should  be  well  washed  with  one  of  the  strong  disin- 
fecting solutions  at  least  twice  a  day. 

VII.  If  the  drinking-water  is  open  to  suspicion,  it  should  be 
boiled  before  it  is  used,  and  the  boiling  should  be  repeated,  if  it  is 
not  used,  within  twenty-four  hours. 

All  suspected  food  should  be  destroyed,  or  at  least  recently 
cooked. 

VIII.  Hospitals  should  be  disinfected  by  washing  the  floors  and 
walls  with  one  of  the  weak  disinfecting  solutions,  by  a  subsequent 
free  ventilation  and  cleansing,  and  finally  by  repainting.  The  wards 
to  be  disinfected  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  isolated  from  those 
in  use. 

The  latrines  should  be  disinfected  at  least  twice  a  day  by  pouring 
into  them  the  strong  disinfecting  solutions  in  quantity  at  least 
equal  to  the  amount  of  the  dejections  received  since  the  last  dis- 
infection. 

IX.  The  clothing  worn  by  physicians  and  attendants  should 
remain  in  the  hospital,  and  should  be  regularly  disinfected. 

Physicians  and  attendants  should  use  the  weak  disinfecting  solu- 
tions for  washing  their  hands,  etc." 

It  will  be  noticed  by  this  quotation  from  the  correspondent  of 
the  Medical  News,  that  so  far  as  cholera  is  concerned,  the  Confer- 
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ence  does  not  agree  with  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Sternberg's  com- 
mittee here,  in  omitting  carbolic  acid  as  not  being  a  true  disinfect- 
ant, but,  on  the  contrary,  places  it  first  in  rank,  as  taking  prece- 
dence in  value  over  chlorinated  lime,  and  this  appears  to  have  been 
done  upon  the  experience  of  Dr.  Koch.  This  delegate  objected  to 
recommending  corrosive  sublimate,  for  two  reasons  :  First,  because 
it  was  too  dangerous  for  general  use  ;  and,  second,  "  because  its 
disinfecting  action  was,  to  some  extent,  interfered  with  by  the  fact 
that  it  entered  into  combination  with  albuminous  material,  and 
thus  failed  to  come  in  contact  with  germs  enclosed  in  albuminous 
masses." 

Dr.  Koch's  first  objection  appears  to  be  more  sound  than  his 
second  one,  since  it  is  highly  probable  that  all  germicides  act  by 
combination  with  the  albuminous  material  of  the  infective  matter. 

Only  two  chemical  disinfectants  were  recommended,  not  because 
there  were  none  others  trustworthy,  but  because  it  was  sufficient  to 
recommend  two  of  those  most  generally  useful.  Indeed,  Dr.  Koch 
seems  to  have  considered  carblioc  acid  alone  sufficient,  but  in  defer- 
ence to  the  work  of  the  Committee  on  Disinfectants  of  the  Ameri- 
can Public  Health  Association,  made  no  objection  to  including 
chloride  of  lime  with  carbolic  acid  in  the  recommendation,  upon 
the  representations  of  Dr.  Sternberg. 

The  aqueous  solutions  of  carbolic  acid  here  recommended  are 
very  easily  rmade  from  either  the  officinal  crystallized  carbolic 
acid,  or  from  good  impure  carbolic  acid  or  coal-tar  creosote.  When 
made  from  the  latter  they  will  be  better  disinfectants,  but  the  odor 
is  much  more  disagreeable. 

To  make  the  solutions  from  the  crystallized  acid,  or  Phenol,  the 
one  pound  bottle  of  crystals  should  be  melted  by  setting  it  in  warm 
water.  A  fluid  ounce  of  water  should  then  be  added,  and  the  con- 
tents be  shaken.  This  will  serve  to  keep  it  fluid.  Then  the  solu- 
tion is  made  as  wanted.  For  the  2  p.c.  solution  2  measures  to  98 
measures  of  water  will  be  sufficiently  accurate,  and  for  the  5  p.c. 
solution  6  measures  to  95  of  warm  water.  The  solution  of  this  pro- 
portion in  cold  water  is  a  little  tedious,  but  by  the  use  of  warm 
water  it  dissolves  at  once. 

For  continuous  use  about  infectious  cases,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
keep  the  strong  solution,  and  a  half  gallon  bottle  can  be  conveni- 
ently made  at  a  time  by  putting  about  Sj  fluid  ounces  of  the  fluid 
acid  in  the  bottle,  filling  with  warm  water,  and  shaking  well.  This 
may  be  repeated  as  often  as  required,  and  a  pound  bottle  of  crystals, 
or  of  the  impure  acid  will  thus  make  about  2t  gallons  of  the  strong 
solution. 

When  the  weak  solution  is  wanted  it  may  be  made  from  the 
strong  by  adding  to  each  measure  of  it  1^  measures  of  water. 
That  is,  one  bottle  of  the  strong  solution  will  make  two  and  a  half 
bottles  of  the  weak.  ^ 

This  weak  solution  is  quite  benumbing  to  the  skin  if  applied  for 
any  considerable  length  of  time. 
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Bbbbe.  Prof.  0.  E.  Beebe  lectures  before  the  Hahnemann  Institute,  Phila- 
delphia, on  January  6th,  1886. 

Cowley.  Dr.  D.  Cowley,  of  Pittsburgh,  was  elected  president  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Horn.  Society  at  its  annual  meeting  Sept.  32d  last. 

CoNANT.  R.  W.  Conant  M.  D. ,  of  Chicago,  agrees  with  the  Medical  Era^s 
suggestion  that  certain  criminals,  those  guilty  of  rape  particularly,  should  be 
castrated. 

DiLLOW.  Prof.  G.  M.  Dillow,  M.  D.,  lectures  Feb.  3d.  1886,  before  the 
Hahnemann  Institute,  Philadelphia. 

Danforth.  Prof.  L.  L.  Danforth,  M.  D.,  will  lecture  w^on.  Puerperal  Fever 
December  2d,  1885,  at  Hahnemann  Institute,  Philadelphia. 

DowLiNG.  The  genial  Prof.  J.  W.  Dowling,  of  New  York,  will  lecture 
March  3d,  1886,  on  **  Pathology  and  Physical  Signs  of  Organic  Diseases  of  ths 
Heart"  before  the  Hahnemann  Institute,  Philadelphia. 

Dakb.  Dr.  J.  P.  Dake  returned  from  Europe  much  improved  by  his 
European  tour,  and  very  kindly  consented  to  accept  the  arbitration  agreed 
upon  between  the  Homoeopathic  Life  Insurance  Company  and  the  Senior 
Editor  of  the  Obsbryeb. 

Gause.  Dr.  p.  O.  B.  Gause,  suffering  with  bronchial  catarrh,  will  practice 
at  Aiken.  S.  C,  from  Nov.  to  June. 

Helmuth.  The  brilliant  surgeon,  William  Tod  Helmuth,  will  lecture  upon 
**  What  I  have  seen  in  Surgery  "  before  the  Hahnemannian  Institute  of  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  Nov.  4th,  1885. 

LiLiENTHAL.  Our  esteemed  colleague  writes  us  in  the  old  kindly  spirit 
from  New  York  and  sends  more  of  his  welcome  MSS.  for  publication. 

MARITAL. 

Swift-Pierce. — Edward  P.  Swift,  M.  D.,  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Pierce,  daughter  of  Joseph  I.  Pierce,  of  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.,  on  Sept.  30,  1885. 

I NECROLOGICAL. 

WILLIAM    B.   CARPENTER,  LL.  D..  F.  B.  8, 

This  distinguished  English  physiologist  and  physician  died  from  the  result 
of  a  sad  accident.  He  was  taking  a  vapor  bath  for  rheumatism  when  the 
lamp,  upset,  causing  very  severe  burns. 

Born  in  1812;  graduated  from  Medical  School  of  Edinburgh,  having  pre- 
viously passed  through  University  College,  London.  He  has  been  well  known 
in  the  United  States  as  the  author  of  **  Human  Physiology,"  that  has  passed 
through  many  editions. 

WILLIAM  H.  THOMSON,  M.  D. 

William  H.  Thomson,  M.  D.,  of  Addiscombe,  died  on  the  14th  of  Septem- 
ber, at  the  age  of  69.  The  Mb.  Horn.  Beview  says  "  he  never  came  into  a  room 
without  diffusing  a  sense  of  moral  sunshine — rooted  urbanity." 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

LACTOPEPTIHE 

Demonstrated  Superiority  of  Lactopeptine  as  a  Digestive  Agent. 

Certificate  of  Composition  and  Properties  of  Lactoveptine  by  Prof.  ATTFIELD.  Ph.  D.,  F.  R,  S., 
F.  I.  Cm  F.  C.  S.y  Prof,  of  PracticaX  Chem.  to  the  Pharmaceutical 

Society  of  Great  Britain. 

LoNDOK,  May  8,  1882. 

Lactopeptine  having  been  prescribed  for  some  of  my  friends  during  the  past  five  years— apparently 
with  yt^ry  satisfactory  results— its  formula,  which  is  stated  on  the  bottles,  and  its  general  characters, 
have  become  well  known  to  me.  But  recently,  the  manufacturer  of  this  article  has  asked  me  to  wit- 
ness its  preparation  on  a  large  scale,  to  take  samples  of  its  ingredients  from  large  bulks  and  examine 
them  and  also  mix  them  myself,  and  to  prepare  Lactopeptine  from  ingredients  made  under  my  own 
di  ection,  doing  all  this  with  the  object  of  certifying  that  Lactopeptine  is  what  its  makers  profess  it 
to  be,  and  that  its  ingredients  are  in  quality  the  best  that  can  be  obtained.  This  I  haTe  done,  und  I 
now  report  that  the  almost  inodorous  and  tasteless  pulverulent  substance  termed  Lactopeptine  is  a 
mixture  of  the  three  chief  agents  which  enable  ourselves  and  aU  animals  to  digest  food.  That  ii  to 
say  La^ctopeptine  is  a  skillfiuly  prepared  combination  of  meat-converting,  fat-converting,  starch-con- 
verting materials,  acidified  with  those  small  proportions  of  acids  that  are  nlwasrs  present  in  the 
healthy  stomach;  being  disseminated  in  an  appropriate  vehicle,  namely,  powdered  sugar  of  milk. 
The  acids  used  at  the  factory— lactic  and  hydrochloric— are  the  best  to  be  met  with,  and  are  perfectly 
coir.bined  to  form  a  permanent  preparation ;  the  milk  sugar  is  absolutly  pure ;  the  powder  known  as 
-'"diastase"  or  starch-digesting  (bread-,  potato-  and  pastry-digesting)  material,  as  well  as  the  **pan- 
creatin,"  or  fat-digesting  ingredients,  are  as  good  an  any  I  can  prepare;  while  the  pepsin  is  much 
superior  to  that  ordinarily  used  in  medicine.  Indeed,  as  regards  this  chief  ingredient,  pepsin,  I  have 
omy  met  with  one  European  or  American  specimen  equal  to  that  made  and  used  by  the  manufacturer 
of  La^itopeptine.  A  perfectly  parallel  series  of  experiments  showed  that  any  given  weight  of  acidi- 
fied pepsin,  alone,  at  nrst  acts  somewhat  more  rapidly  than  Lactopeptine  containing  the  same  weight 
of  the  same  pepsine.  Sooner  or  later,  however,  the  action  of  the  Lactopeptine  overtakes  and  out- 
strips that  of  pepsin  alone,  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  meat-digesting  as  well  as  the  fat-digesting  power  of 
the  pancreatin  contained  in  the  Lactopeptine.  My  conclusion  is  that  Lactop^tineia  a  most  valuable 
digesting  agent,  and  superior  to  pepsin  alone.  JOHN  ATTFIELD. 

Ii  AOTOPEPTINE  contains  all  the  agents  of  digestion  that  act  upon  fotMl,  from  mastication  to 
its  conversion  into  chyle,  thus  combining  aU  the  principles  required  to  promote  a  Healthy  Digestion. 

One  of  its  chief  features  (and  the  one  which  has  gained  it  a  preference  over  all  digestive  prepara- 
tions) is,  that  it  precisely  represents  in  composition  the  natural  digestive  juices  of  the  stomach,  pan- 
creas and  salivary  glands,  and  will  therefore  readily  dissolve  all  foods  necessary  to  the  recuperation 
of  the  human  organism. 

FORnUIiA   OF    liACTOPEPTINB. 


Sugar  of  Milk 40  ounces. 

Pepsin »  8  ounces. 

Pancreatin 6  ounces. 


Veg.  Ptyalin  or  Diastase .4  drachms. 

Lactic  Acid .5  fl.  drachms. 

Hydrochloric  Acid 5  fl.  drachms 

Ij  A<'TOPS!PTINE  is  sold  entirely  by  Physicians*  Prescriptions,  and  its  almost  universal  adop 
tion  by  Physicians  is  the  strongest  guarantee  we  can  give  that  its  therapeutic  value  has  been  most 
thoroughly  established. 

Tl&e  nnderslffned  Itavlns:  tested  IjACTOPEPTINB,  reeommend  It  to  tlie 

prolession. 

ALFRED  L.  LOOMIS.  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Pathology 
and  Practice  of  Med.  University  of  the  City  of 


New  York. 

SAMUEL  R  PERCY,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Materia  Medi- 
ca,  New  York  Medical  College. 

F.  LE  ROY  SATTERLEE,  M.  D ,  Ph.  D.,  Pro- 
fessor Chem.,  Mat.  Med.  and  Therap.  in  N.  Y. 
College  of  Dent. ;  Prof.  Chem.  and  Hyg.  in  Am. 
Vet.  Col.,  etc. 

JA8.  AITKIN  MEIGS,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of  Med.  and  Med.  Juris, 
Jeflf.  Med.  College;  Phy.  to  Penn.  Hospital. 

W.  W.  DAWSON,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Profc 
Prin.  and  Prac.  Surg^  Med.  Col.  of  Ohio;  Surg, 
to  Good  Samaritan  Hospital. 


ALFRED  F.  A.  KING,  M.  D.,  Washington,  D.  O 
Prof,  of  Obstetrics,  university  of  Vermont. 


D.  W.  YANDELL.  M.  D..  Prof,  of  the  Science  and 
Art  of  Surg,  and  Clin.  Surg.,  University  of 
Louisville,  Ky. 

L.  P.  YANDELL,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Clin.  Med.  Disea- 
seff  of  Children,  and  Dermatology,'  University 
of  Louisville,  Ky. 

BOBT.  BATTEY,  M.  D.,  Rome,  Ga.,  EmerltiM, 
Prof,  of  Obstetrics,  Atlanta  Med.  College,  Ex- 
President  Med.  Association  of  Ga. 

CLAUDE  H.  MASTIN.  M.  D.,  LL.  D..  Mobile,  Ala. 
Prof.  H.  C.  BABTLETT,  Ph.  D.,  F.  a  S.,  London; 
England. 


Paor.  JOHN  ATTFIELD,  Ph.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  F.  I.  C.  F.  C.  8.,  London,  Eng.,  Prof,  of  Prac.  Chem.  to 

the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britan. 

For  further  particulars  concerning  Lactopeptine,  the  attention  of  the  Profession  is  respectfully 
directed  on  our  32-page  Pamphlet,  which  will  be  sent  on  application. 

THE  NEW  TORE  PHARHACAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Nos.  10  and  12  COLLEGE  PLACF..,  N^Vi  XCVTVTiL. 
P.  O.  Box  1674. 


BEEF  PEPTONOIDS ! ! 

THE  ONLY  PERFECT  FOOD  EVER  PRODUCED!! 


The  Nutritive  Constituents  op  Beef  and  Milk  with  Gluten. 
Each    Ounce    of   Powder    represents    lo   ounces    of  Beef    Wheat  and  Milk 


1st.— BEEF  PEPTONOIDS.as  now  prepared,  is  both  pleasant  to  the  taste  and  smeU 

2d. — Ihere  is  no  food  preparation  that  compares  with  it  in  nutritive  properties. 

3d.— It  contiiins  over  98  per  cent,  of  nutritious  matter. 

4th. — One  ounce  of  BEEF  PEPTONOIDS  contains  more  nourishment  than  five 
pints  of  beef  tea  prepared  from  eighty  ounces  of  beef. 

5th.— BEEF  PEPTONOIDS  is  the  only  preparation,  rich  in  nitrogenous  matter, 
that  is  pleasant  to  the  taste. 

6th. — It  has  the  advantage  of  being  easily  and  quickly  prepared  for  use. 


BEEF  PEPTONOIDS 

IN 


©b^l^ra  laiaatm^L 


will  be  found  superior  to  all  foods.    Ten  per  cent,  of  the  Beef  is  peptonized, 
which  is  sufficient  to  stimulate  natural  digestion. 


**  Beef  Peptonoids  is  by  far  the  most  nutritious  and  concentrated  food  I  have  evei 
met  with.  Indeed,  a  palatable  and  assimilable  and  in  every  way  acceptable  article  oi 
food,  containing  nearly  seventy  per  cent  of  purely  nutritive  nitrogenous  material,  hai 
never  before,  to  my  knowledge,  been  offered  to  the  Medical  Profession  or  to  the  public. 

Fbof.  JOHN  ATTFIELD.  London. 


'*Beef  Peptonoids  has  an  extremely  high  nutritive  value.  It  is  easily  digested  and  is  a 
valuable  nutritive  food  for  invalids  and  convalescents.  Its  odoi  and  davor  surpass  any 
preparation  of  meat  ever  examined  by  me.    It  merits  my  fullest  endorsement." 

Dr.  STUTZER,  Bonn,  Germany, 
Director  of  the  Imperial  Chemical  Laboratory  for  Rhenish  Prussia. 


**  Beef  Peptonoids  is  the  most  concentrated  nitrogenous  food  I  have  ever  examined.  It 
Is  a  complete  food,  consisting  of  95  per  cent,  of  assimilable  solids  of  the  most  nutritioui 
character  ** 

Prof.  C.  R.  0.  TICHBORNE,  Dublin,  Ireland. 

PrqfetnoT  Oh&mistry  Carmickad  OoUege  of  Medicine,  Fellow  of  the  Institute  of  Chemiitryt 

President  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  etc. 


Price,  in  four-ounce  packages,  $1.00;  also,  for  convenience  and  economy,  we  put  up 
Bebf  Peptonoids  in  16-oz.  tins,  which  will  be  sent  to  any  physician's  address,  post  paid 
on  receipt  of  $2.50.     Sample  mailed  on  application. 

Thanking  the  profession  for  generous  support  in  the  past,  we  remain. 

Very  respectfullv, 

REED  &  CARNRICK, 

New  York 


Received  the    only  Gold  Medal  and  Highest  ffiL 
Award  at  the  International  Health  Exhibi-  ('^ 
TioN,  London,  1884.  after  a  critical  examination 
of  a  large  number  of  Malt   Ejiiracts  by  a  Jury 
composed  of  the  best  Chetnists  in  Europe. 


CHMSTCHURCH  EXHIBIT! 


ADEWIDE   EXHIIITIOH 


t.1^L[iCJKHe  EXHIBIT 

lUaltilie  is  far  superior  in  nutritive  and  diastatic  value  to  any  Malt  Ex- 
tract manufactured  in  the  World. 

Send  for  Pamphlet  giving  comparative  analyses  by  twenty  of  the  best  ana- 
lytical Chemists  in  this  Country  and  Europe. 

There  is  no  reconstructive  that  excels  it  in  Phthisis  and  many  wasting  Dis- ' 
eases. 

The  following  is  from  an  article  on 

MALT  EXTRACT, 
By  the  late  Prof,  L.  P.  Yandell. 

"Maltine,  in  its  different  forms,  is  the  only  Malt  Preparation  we  now 
employ,  being  so  palatable,  digestible,  and  easily  assimilated.  Of  its  efficiency  in 
appropriate  cases  there  is  no  more  doubt  in  our  mind  than  there  is  of  the  curative 
power  of  Quinine,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  the  Bromides  and  the  Iodides. 

Malfine  deserves  to  stand  in  the  front  rank  of  constructives ;  and  the 
constructives,  by  their  preventive,  corrective  and  curative  power,  are  probably  the 
most  widely  useful  therapeutical  agents  that  we  possess. 

Extracts  from  recent  Article  on  MALT  EXTRACTS  AS  FOOD, 
By  J.  Milner  Fothergill. 

"  A  good  Malt  Extract  is  a  valuable  food,  a  food  of  priceless  value  at  times 
of  emergency.  In  fact,  in  very  grave  gastric  cases,  Malt  Extract  is  a  food  which 
may  often  be  resorted  to  when  at  one's  wits  end  what  to  do." 

List  of  Maltine  Preparations. 


--  ,- laQuini*. 

ISE  wUh  FhonpliaCes  Iron.  Qiilnia.  and  Bl 


MALTINEFen_ 

MALTINE  WINE, 

MALTINE  WINE  ivlth  Pepsin  i 


We  win  furnish  gratuitously  a  one  pound  bottle  of  any  one  of  the  Maltine 
Preparations  to  Physicians  who  will  pay  the  express  charge. 

THE  MALTINE  MANUFACTURING  CO., 
Laboratory :  Yonkers-on-Hudson. 

OFFICE  ■,  \Zz  ^XSV.TCi^  'S:^  -,  '^^^  ^"^ 


PEPTONIZED 


COD  LIVER  OIL  AND  MILZ 


Physicians  who  use  Cod  Liver  Oily  who  have  discontinued  its  use  h 
consequence  of  its  offensiveness  or  its  injury  to  digestion^  should  not  fail  t 
give  this  preparation  consideration.  It  is  so  far  in  advance  fa  the  Emul 
sions  and  cUl  former  preparations  of  the  Oil  that  they  bear  no  comparism 
with  it, 

l8t    It  contains  62  per  cent  ofpwre  God  IMe/r  OH  combined  with  OondeMed  MQk 

2nd.  Both  the  OU  and  MUk  are  perfectly  digested  and  wholly  assimilable  and  con 
flequently  will  agree  with  the  most  delicate  stomach,  while  the  use  of  the  plain  OU  o 
the  EmuUion»  soon  injures  digestion  to  such  an  extent  that  but  a  small  portion  is  assJ 
milated. 

3d,  It  is  so  palatable  that  many  Physicians  administer  it  to  delicate  patients  as  i 
preparation  of  cream. 

4th.  The  administration  of  plain  Cod  Liver  OU,  or  the  Emulsions  now  in  use,  wil 
almost  invariably  exhaust  the  peptic  secretions  of  the  stomach  in  its  effort  to  peptonize 
a  substance  only  digested  in  the  duodenum  and  also  cause  unpleasant  eructations  an( 
nausea. 

5th.  A  trial  of  Peptonized  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Milk  will  convince  any  Physi 
cian  that  its  reconstruclive  properties  will  prove  five  times  greater  than  Plain  OU  o: 
the  Emulsions  now  in  use. 

6th.  The  keeping  qualities  of  Peptonized  Cod  Ltybb  Oil  and  Milk  have  beei 
thoroughly  tested  at  all  decomposable  temperatures. 

7th.  The  complete  masking  of  the  OU  in  Peptonized  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Mili 
is  almost  wholly  due  to  the  digested  milk. 

8th.  Peptonized  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Milk  is  furnished  at  the  same  price  ai 
plain  OU  or  the  Emulsions  although  it  costs  one-third  more  to  produce. 

9th.    Physicians  or  Druggists  need  not  hesitate  to  order  Peptonized  Cod  Liybr  On 

AND  Milk,  far  ifU  does  not  prove  soMsfoAtory  in  every  respect^  we  mU  immediately  rrfum 
its  east. 

We  also  manufacture  the  above  preparation  combined  with  hypophos 

PHITES  LIME  AND  SODA. 

We  will  furnish  gratuitously  to  any  Physician  who  will  pay  carriage,  i 
pint  bottle  of  the  above  preparation. 

Send  for  Pamphlet  giving  a  full  description. 


'WCD'R,    S-A^XiE    JBTSr   IDIiTJa-GHSTS. 


MANUFACTURED  BY 


iXjJSl 


-OF- 


lew  M  Oplillialiic  los;ilal, 


FOB 


mSTEUOTION  IN  DISEASES 


OF 


EYE,  EAK 


-AND- 


THROAT. 


▲ODBESS 

HENET  0.  HOUGHTOBT,  M.D.,  Dean, 

No.  12  West  29th  St., 

NEW  YORK. 

Ho&Gopalliie  Meiieal  Colleje 

Cor.  of  23d  Street  and  3d  Avenue, 
NEW  TOBK  CITT. 


The  clinical  advantages,  both  Surgical  and 
Medical,  in  this  institution,  are  ezceptionaUy 
good.  Regular  clinics  are  held  by  almost  every 
chair  in  the  senior  course.  Our  large  College 
Dispensary  and  all  the  Public  Hospitals  in  New 
York  are  open  to  oiu:  students.  Obstetrics  and 
Disease's  of  Children  studied  at  the  bedside.  For 
juniors,  laboratory  practice  is  given  in  general 
Microscopy,  Urinary  Analysis,  both  chemical  and 
microscopical,  etc.  Apparatus,  re-agents  and  in- 
struction all  without  extra  charge.  In  every  de- 
partment instruction  is  thorough  and  complete. 

T.  F.  ALiLiENy  M.D.,  Dean, 

10  East  36tli  St.,  N.  T.  Oity. 

For  announcements  and  information,  address 
BDGAR  T.  MOFFAT,  M.  D.,  See., 

149  West  44th  St.,  V.  T.  Oltj. 


h\mm  Meiieal  Collejep 

OF  PHlIiADEIiPHIA, 

Begins  its  Annual  Session  the  FIRST 
MONDAY  IN  OCTOBER,  and  continues 
until  March  1st.  SUMMER  TERM  com- 
mences Mareh  15th,  and  ends  June  1st. 

Matriculation 9    600 

Course 100  00 

Hospital  Ticket,  free 

Dissection 10  00 

Operative  Surgery 10  00 

M.  D.*s  of  other  schools 80  00 

Graduation 80  00 

Tickets  for  Summer  Course 16  00 

Three  years'  " Graded  Course,"  in  adv'ce,    160  00 

For  further  particulars  address 

A.  B.  THOMAS,  M.  D.,  Dean, 

1773  Chestnut  Street, 
Or,  PHTr.AnBT.PHiA,  Pa. 

B.  aAITSE,  M.  D.,  Begistrar, 

1619  Arch  Street. 


Someopalhic  los;ital  CoIIeje 


CLEVEIiAND,  OHIO. 


A  SCHOOL  OF  THOROUGH  PRAC- 
TICAL INSTRUCTION. 


For  Announcement,  Address 


Dr.  W.  A.  PHILLIPS, 


Begtstrar, 


83  Prospect  Street. 


A  t  Fifteen  per  cent  Discount,  when  sent  by  Express  C,  O-  D.,  freight  and  charge. 
to  be  paid  by  purchaser.  Ten  Per  Centum  when  sent  by  Mail,  and  Postage  Prepaid 
when  amount  of  order  is  remitted  by  Post-office  Money  Order  or  Bunker^  Draft. 

SPECIAL  FREMtUMS.— AhindsuiKly  bound  VaLume  of  [he  Ahebicah  ObsekVU  wiU  be  sent  FKBI 
THE  OBSERVER  FOR  THIS  YEAR* FREE  u  (J^cMh  porchiuera  of  (so  worth  of  books  on  abew 


OBSTETSICAL  W05S1 


soHssnc, 


RICHARDSON'S  Sy»tem  of  Ob.    !,,,,.„  _  ,,_    _ 


"It  hu  our  hearty  ipprovsL"— 

Okie  M.  s«/  £.  R.f. 
"Will    be  very    popular."— K    S. 

Mtd.  iHj-m. 

UARSDEN'Shaudhmlc  of  Frac- 


Ob.l. 


Lm.,  M.6. 
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lUTESU,  llESICA,  ETO. 

AlJ-E»CS  ENCYCLOPjEDIA 
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far  the  Dsmeslic  Prictica  of 
HomieopMhy.    Brief-^£]iplicit— 

Theio  have  been  prepAted  to 
meet  urgent  demandi  f^  amall 
mjnuBli  of  a  simple  and  expUcit 
characlei  for  travelers  and  otheri. 
allied  by  their  pa. 
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TOURIST'S  GUIDK— 
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MnyCEOPATHIC  OPHTHAL. 
MIC  Practics;  a  sy ilcmatic  Irea- 

eene»l  pw"tioners  an^'^ttud- 
ents,  by  G.  P.  Han,  M.  D.. 
I  irmerly  Chief  Surgeon  Eye  De- 
pinmeul  Brown  General  Hospi- 
lal,  Louisville,  Ky.,  eic^  w.Ih 
■      s.  pt 
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LILIENTHAL'S     THERA- 
PEUTICS  - ~.  6  t 

MBYHOt'FERoDConsumption.- 
"Is  Phthisis  Pulmonalis  eura 
blet"  Answered  affirmatively  b 
Dr.  Meyhoffer,   of  Nice.    Ne 


CHEPMELL'S  Hinis 
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Is  the  only  preparation  of  rUItE  NOnWEGIAN   vul>  LIVEU   OIL 

eontbined  i^itb  tbe  Hypopbosphites  tbat  is 


o-f- 


EZEjf^I 


3F  O  S5  DM  TTIi -A- 


Peptonized  Cod  Liver  Oil 85  Min. 

Pancreatine 2  Grs. 

Water 26  Min. 


Oleic  Hypophosphites 5  Qrs. 

Sodium  Hyocholate %  Grs. 


MIX. 


OLEOCHYLE 


is  NOT  AN  EMULSION,  but  is  Pure  Norwegian  Cod  Liver 

Oil,  perfectly  digested  with  both  Pepsin  and  Pancreatine,  it  is  therefore  immediatelj 
assimilated  by  the  most  delicate  stomachs,  and  is  in  the  only  condition  in  which  oil 
can  be  conveyed  by  the  lacteals  into  the  system  to  form  blood-corpusclea  It  is, 
therefore,  of  inestimable  value  in  CONSUMPTION  and  aJl  WASTING  DISEASES. 
The  fa<5t  of  its  being  ah-eady  digested  with  both  PEPSIN  and  PANCREATINE 
obviates  all  nausea  and  unpleasant  eructations,  and  renders  it,  when  administered  to 
delicate  patients,  equal  in  nutritive  value  to  more  than  ten  times  it  weight  of  Cod  Liver 

Oil  lit  any  other  form. 


OLEOCHYLE 


is  manufactured  solely  from  PURE  LAFOTEN  COD  LIVER 

OIL,  which  is  by  far  the  richest  in  Iodine  and  all  Fat-producing  and  Life-sos- 
taining  qualities,  as  well  as  the  most  pleasant  to  the  taste. 

Physicians  desiring  to  test  Its  merits  wm  please  apply  for  sample,  whieh  will  be 
ftumislied  free  of  all  expense. 

Ti  A 


lUanufacturiniii;  Chemists, 

39  Ba/rclay  St.,  and  44  Park  Place.  2f.  Y. 


PHYSICIAN'S  VISITING  LIST,  1886. 

LINDSAY  &  BLAKISTON'S. 

NOW  EEADT.    THIRTT-PIFTH  TEAR  Or  ITS  PUBLIOATION. 

ContaiDing  Calendar,  List  of  Poisons  and  Antidotes,  Dose  Table,  rewritten  and  revised ; 
Hall's  Ready  Method  in  Asphyxia,  Lists  of  New  Remedies,  Sylvester's  Method  for 
producing  Artificial  Respiration,  with  Illustrations;  A  New  Table  for  Calculating 
the  Period  of  CTtero-Gestation ;  Diagram  for  Diagnosing  Diseases  of  the  Heart, 
Lungs,  etc.,  etc. 

A  Superior  Fenoil,  with  Hiokel  Tip,  mannfaotnred  especially  for  this  List,  accompanies  each  ccpyi 


Regular  Edition. 

For  26  Patients  weekly $1  (X) 

60       "              "     125 

76       "              *•     160 

100       "              '*       2  00 

50       "             *'       2  Vols.,  January  to  June— July  to  December  2  60 

100       "             "       2  Vols.,  January  to  June— July  to  December , 8  00 

Interleaved  Edition. 

For  25  Patients  weekly $1  25 

50       "              " 150 

60       "              "       2Vols 8  00 

Perpetual  Edition. 

Without  Dates,    Can  be  commenced  at  any  time  and  used  until  full. 

For  25  Patients,  interleaved $1  26 

50         "                 "           160 

This  Visiting  List  can  be  bought  through  any  bookseller,  or,  upon  receipt  of  the 
price  we  will  send  it,  post-paid,  to  any  address. 
Send  for  our  Catalogue  of  Journals  for  1880,  with  Club  Rates. 

p.  BLAKISTOH,  SOS  &  CO.,  1012  f  aim!  Street.  MiWas.- 


THREE  (REikT  CITIES  «  WEST 


LINKED  TOGBTHER  BY  THB 

CHICAGO  &  ALTON  R.R. 

Ko  Cbasee  of  Cars )  shhabo  «.  kahas  bitt, 

BKTWEKH         )  ST.lBUISJbKAHBAIBITT. 

Union   Depol«    Id    EAST    ST,    JWHIISl,    ST. 
LdtllH.  KANBA!^  UITV.  >pd  CHICAGO. 

PALACE  DINING  CARS 

between  CHICAGO  and  KANSAS  CITY, 
CHlCAWOaml  3t.  JLOVIS.  »nd  HT.  LOUIS 
and  KANSAS  glTY.      MesU  equal  lo  tbou 

PALACE  RECLINI  NO  CHAIR  CARS 

PULLMAN  PAUGE  SLEEPING  GARS      | 

The  besi  and  quIcKeac  route  from  CHICAGO  la  ! 
MKMPHIH.     MOBILE,     NKW    OBLKANS. 

and  ell  polnti  SOUTH  vti  ST.  LOUrS. 

THe  Bhorl  Line  to  ; 

XiisaoTl,  Arkansas,  Texas,  Kansas,  Oola-  [ 

rado,  aew  Kezloo.  Arhona,  Neliraska, 

Oregon,  Oalifontia,  etc. 

TtaeGREATEXCURSION  ROUTE  between 

the  NORTH  and  SOUTH.  «nd  to  and  (rom 
KANSAS  LANDS  and  ihe  HEALTH 
RESORTS  and  MINING  DISTRICTS  at  the 


ALTON  railroad!"     '*  '      * 

For  Maps,  Time  Table*,  and  all  Information,  addrei 

JAMES  CHARLTON,      «. 

CHICAGO,  ILL. 
J.  C.  McMULLIN,  Vlce^Presldent. 
C.  H.  CHAPPELL,  Uenerel Uaaage 


RUBBER  D«S""  <5-i^'     OCC 
ST  AH  r^  w^'^T^S^S^K  7 1 3 

^BholyL 


WADIESHA  SANITARIDM  TEEATMEHT 
HDOHS, 

274  Woodward  Awe.,  DETROIT, 

Soliclta  tfae  patronage  of  phjaiclaiia  wbo  deaire 
an;  farm  of  batb.  Electric  or  massage  treatment 
tor  tbeir  paUents,    Call  and  eee  lu. 

Telephone,  S9G.  MAYNARD'S  DRUQ  STORE. 


Special  Premiwms 
to  cash  subscribers. 
For  particulars  see 
second  page  of  the 
cover  of  this  number 
American  Observer. 

IMPORTftHT  TQ  PHYSICIANS. 

A  great  gaviiiE  of  valuable  Clme  may  be  made  br 
UBiugthe 

These  books  exhibit,  at  a  glance,  under  date  of 
occurrence,  everr  visit,  the  length  of  time  con- 
sumed, whether  da^  or  night,  and  to  which  mem. 
berot  the  family.  Tho  Da;  Book  includes  the 
Dallf  Cash  lernnnt  and  Obsietrir  Hecord.  of  great 
Tilae.  On  application,  with  sUmp,  we  will  >end 
to  any  Physician  full  deaorlptlre  circulars  with 
specimen  pages.  Physicians  using  the  books  are 
delighted   with   them.      Fortieth    Kdltlcn    now 

Flijuciui'  Bd;  Eicorl  ui  Bistii;, 

1  NEW  WOBK,  JdST  PVBLISHKD. 
0~Tan  Flrat-Olaaa  Asenta  WantM. 

TEE  lEIEY  BILL  PIIBLISHII&  CO., 

US-L  NORWICH,  CONIT. 
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COLLEGE  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  OPHTHALMIC 

HOSPITAL. 

INSTBUCnONS  IN  DISEASES  OF  THE  STB,  EAR 
AND  THROAT. 

The  State  of  New  York  has  granted  a  charter 
when^by  we  are  authorized  to  confer  the  degree 
of  Ocuu  et  Auris  chinirgus  upon  those  who  pass 
the  examination;  also,  to  confer  certificates  in 
Laryugolognr.    For  announcements,  address: 

F.  H.  BOYNTON,  M.D.,  Secretary, 
HENRY  C.  HOUGHTON,  M.D.,  Dean. 

30  West  38d  St.,  New  York. 

THIS  JOURNAL  may  be  found  on  file  in  New 
York  City,  at— 

E.  Duncan  Sniflfen's,  3  Park  Row, 

J.  H.  Bates,  41  Park  Row, 

G.  P.  Rowell  &  Co., 
where  advertising  contracts  can  be  made. 

TT  P  A  VQ  to  seW  our  Hand  Rubber  Stamjw. 
11    1  ill  u  Samples  free.  Foljambb  &  Co., 

Cleveland,  O. 


1831 


THE  CULTIVATOK 


AND 


1886 


THE  BEST  OP  THE 

AGEIOULTURAL  WEEKLIES. 


The  Country  Gentleman  is  the  Leading  Jour- 
nal of  American  Agriculture.  In  amount  and 
practical  value  of  Contents,  in  extent  and  ability 
of  Correspondence,  In  quality  of  paper  and  style 
of  publication,  it  occupies  the  FIRST  RANK.  It 
is  believed  to  have  no  superior  in  either  of  the 
three  chief  divisions  of 

Farm  Crops  and  Processes, 

Horticulture  and   Fruit  Growing^ 

Live-stock  and  Dairying, 

while  it  also  includes  all  minor  departments  of 
rural  interest,  such  as  the  Poultry  Yard,  Ento- 
mology, Bee-Keeping,  Greenhouse  and  Grapery, 
Veierinary  Replies,  Farm  Questions  and  Answers, 
Fireside  Reading,  Dome»»tic  Economy,  and  a 
summary  of  the  News  of  the  Week.  Its  Market 
Reports  are  unusually  complete,  and  much  at- 
tenti  n  is  paid  to  the  Prospects  of  the  Crops,  as 
throwing  light  upon  one  of  the  most  important 
of  all  questions— TFAen  to  Buy  and  When  to  Sell. 
It  is  lioerally  illustrated,  and  is  intended  to  sup- 
ply, In  a  continually  increasing  degree,  and  m 
the  best  sense  of  the  term,  a 

LIVE  AGRICULTURAL  NEWSPAPER. 

Although  the  Country  Gentleman  has  been 
GREATLY  ENLARGED  by  increasing  its  size 
from  16  to  20  pages  weeklv,  the  terms  continue 
as  heretofore,  when  paid  strictly  in  advance: 
One  Copy,  one  year,  93.50 ;  Four  Copies,  SIO, 
and  an  additional  copy  for  the  year  free  to  the 
sender  of  the  Club;  Ten  Copies,  ftSO,  and  an 
additional  copy  for  the  year  free  to  the  sender 
of  the  Club. 


All  New  SuhscHbere  for  1886,  paying  in 
advance  now  will  receive  the  paper  WEEKLY, 
from  OUR  receipt  of  the  remittance  to  January 

Utf  1886,  WITHOUT  OBARGE. 

9*  Spbcimbn  Copies  Frb  b.    Address 

LITTHEB  TUOEEB  k  SON,  Fubtishen, 

AI^BANT,  N.  Y. 


PORE  COW  POX  YIRDS 


10  Lancet  Ivory  Points,   •   $1.00 
One  Cmst, 2.00 


E.    B.    BEESON,    M.   D.. 

FOND  DU  LAC,  WIS. 

DR.   LODQE'S   LABORATOBT, 

OBCHABD  LAKE,  MICH. 

THE    BEST   MOTHER  TINCTURES  AND 
TRITURATIONS— 

Half  ounce  bottles 12 

One  ounce  bottles 18 

Two  ounce  bottles 30 

Four  ounce  bottles 60 

GLOBULES— Pure,  pound  boxes 80 

ALCOHOL— Pure,  quart 1  00 

VIALS— Drm.  90c. ;  2  drm.  $1 ;  gross 

SUGAR  OF  MILK— Pure,  per  lb 60 

MORTARS  AND  PESTLES— 7  in 1  60 

din 1  76 

9  in 2  00 

10  in 2  60 

GERMAN    CALENDULA    AND    ARNICA 

FLO  WERS— Per  package 26 

Address:  DR.  LODGE, 

Orchard  Ijake,  Mioh. 

BOOKS. 

Twenty  per  cent,  discount  when  expressed  at 

purchaser's  charges;  10  per  cent,  when 

mailed,  postage  prepaid. 

I}R,  I«ODGE,  Orchard  Ijake,  MIoh. 

/^  A  T  TTTPCJ  and  COWS  prevented  suck- 
WXl-lj  V  ill  O  ing  each  other,  also  SELF- 
SUCKINGk  by  Rice's  Patent  Weaner.  Used  by 
all  Stock  Raisers.  Prices  by  mail,  post-paid:  for 
Calves  till  one  year  old,  55c. ;  till  2  years  old,  80c. ; 
older,  $1.12.    Circulars  free.    Agents  wanted. 

(243-244)  H.  0.  BIOS,  Farmington,  Oonn 

REDUCTION    IN    PRICE. 

Non-Humanized  Vaccine. 

PUEE  BOVINE  VIBTIS. 

Warranted.  If  us^'d  as  directed,  within  a  week 
after  receipt,  all  failures  in  primaiy  vaccinatloxis 
will  be  replaced  free. 

10  Ivory  Points,  doubly  charged $1.00 

4  Ivory  Points,  doubly  charged 50 

5  Ivonr  Points,  trebly  charged 75 

Crusts— $1.00,  $2.00,  $3.00,  according  to  size. 

Points  are  preferred  for  convenience  and 
reliability. 

New  supplies  are  received  weekly,  and  aU 
orders  filled  promptly. 

Remittances  should  be  made  by  Postal  order, 
or  American  Express  order,  or  Banker's  Check 
on  New  York,  Detroit,  or  Pontiac. 

Address  AMERICAN  OBSERVER, 

Orohard  Lake,  Michigan. 


DRS.  FARNSWORTH, 

HOMffiOPATHIC  PHARMACISTS 

EAST  SAGINAW,  MICH. 

TINCTURES S1.60perlb.;  8oe.,  95  cent 


TRITURATIONS. 


FIRST  AND  SECOND  DECIMAL— 16  oz.,  S2.50;  8  oz..  $1.25;  4  oz.,  76  cents;  per  ounce,  25  cents. 
THIRD  DECIMAL— 16  oz.,  $2  00;   8  oz.,  $1.00;  4  oz.,  50  cents. 
Many  XX  Triturations  at  same  rate. 


-In  neat  Paper  Bags. 

THIRD  DECIMAL— $1.«0  per  lb.    Fractions  in  proportion. 
FIR8T  AND  SECOND  DECIMAL— $2.50  per  lb.    Fractions  In  proportion. 
Triturations  will  be  sent  bottled^  unless  otherwise  ordered. 


REDUCED  PRICE  OF 

FLINT   G-LASSWARE. 


XC  oz.  French  Square,  per  gross $1  50 

1    •♦         ♦*  »♦  ♦^        1  80 


8    *•          ♦♦            tt               tt                                 2  80 

2    " 
4    " 

it 

i( 

4    "          "             "               ♦»         3  25 

ii 

Fractions  of  a  gross,  10  per  cent,  advance. 

^  oz.  Wide  Mouth,  per  gross $1 

J     t(        (i  tt  tr  2 


2i 
2  I 
81 


Horaceopathic,  patent  lip.     Price  per  gross:     ^  dr.,  70c.;   1  dr.,  80c.;   2  dr.,  90c.;   S  dr.,  $1.21 
4  dr.,  $1.65. 

10  per  cent,  discount  in  five  gross  lots. 

dr  No  Transportation  Hebate  on  Glassware. 


BANDAG-ES,   ETC. 


ROLLER  MUSLIN,  in  pound  boxes,  assorted  sizes,  per  pound $    C 

PLASTER  PARIS,  2  "  x  3  yds.,  per  dozen S 

♦♦              "        8  ••  X  8    "              •*          IC 

2"x6    "              "          IS 

"              '*         8"x7    "              "           le 

ABSORBENT  COTTON,  1  lb.  rolls 6 

»♦                     *'          U '♦        •' 9 

t(                           it             \7  t(         it  fl 

•*                    **          1  OZ.  boxes,  per  lb 1  C 

BORATED  AND  CARBOLATED  COTTON,  per  lb 1  d 

SURGEON'S  OAKUM,  per  lb S 


We  have  a  complete  stock  of  C.  P.  ACIDS,  POWDKRBiD  GOODS,  ROOTS,  BARK 
and  HBRBS,  PAPKR  and  TIN  Of  NTMKNT  BOXES,  MORTARS,  PBSTLES,  FUNMIBUS 
CJBRATKS,  CORKS,  CHEMICALS  (for  triturations),  ELIXIRS,  STRUPS,  &o.,  &o. 

WARNER'S  PARVULES. 

CHAPMAN  &  GREEN'S  Fl.UID  EXTRACTS,  PILLS  AND  SPECIALTIES. 

STARKEY  &  PALEN'S  COMPOUND  OXYGEN  TREATMENT. 

SCHORSE  BANDA(4ES  AND  ANTISEPTIC  DRESSINGS. 

REED  &  CARNRICK'S  MALTINE  AND  COD  LIVER  OIL  PREPARATIONS. 

SEABURY  &  JOHNSON'S  PLASTERS. 


TERMS   OF   SALE. 


Net  cash  30  days  from  date  of  invoice.  No  charge  for  boxing  and  cartage.  An  allowance  fc 
actual  freight  or  express  charges  will  be  made  on  receipt  of  the  original  expense  bill  (or  R.  £ 
receipt)  but  in  no  case  will  this  allowance  exceed  ten  per  cent,  of  invoice.  No  rebate  on  good 
by  mail. 

Parties  not  known  to  us  miMt  remit  cash  with  order,  or  furnish  good  references. 

Rkmkubbr,  we  guarantee  our  preparations  to  be  equal  to  any  offered  the  HomceopathicProfessioi 
and  as  we  employ  no  traveling  salesmen  (thus  avoiding  an  enormous  expense  charged  indirectly  t 
Idle  consumer),  we  are  enabled  to  quote  extremely  low  prices. 


YOUR  MAIL   ORDERS  PROMPTLY  EXECUTED. 


::^'^.S22;- 


TheattenUouo 

„  3  largely  drawn  t_  .__ 
two-wlieeled  veblclea,  thHt  I  desire  to  call  for  a  few  moments  of  jour  lime  to  t>e  de- 
voted to  the  careful  and  candid  inspection  of  the  merits  of  the  "YORKVILLB  PHY- 
SICIAN'S ROAD  CART."  Tl(is  Cart  is  built  ol  the  best  material,  by  skilled 
mechanics.  It  has  aneat  pbston  body,  atrongand  well  built;  has  a  space  under  Beat 
Sz  12x14  inches,  for  carrying  medicine  case,  etc.;  has  a  storm  apron  and  wrench.  It 
is  as  easy  to  get  in  and  out  of  as  a  buggy,  there  being  nothing  to  climb  over.  Bui 
above  all,  this  Cart  is  entirely  free  from  the  disagreesoie  horse  motion  for  which  two- 
wheeled  vehicles  are  noted.  Hundreds  of  physicians  are  now  using  n^  Carts  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  I  have  appended  a  few  from  the  many 
letters  testifying  to  their  eiceilente  and  adaptability : 

W.  R.  CHDwra.  Yorlcville,  TO.— Dtar  Sir: 
Your  Cart  is  a  piece  o[  perf  eotloo. 

Tourn,  Hbhrt  L.  Roar  — 


W.  E  CHtracB,  YorkvlllB,  111.— Deor  SJr  ; 

1  haie  used  the  Hoad  Cart  oioluslTely  BTery 
day  since  I  received  It.  It  Is  neat,  handf,  and, 
'-  -' — '  "-- ' laoo  par  exceltence  for  r  -"-- 


■IclaD's  U 

Youra  iruiy, 

GH  Sheffleld  Ats 

W.  R  Cbdhch,  Yorkvt 

I  am  more  than  plea 


n,  Chcrch.  Yorkrllle.  I 


!w,  Chicago,  ni 
iyCart.'torlt  to 


I,  YorltTllle,  III.— Den 


IL  pleased  w 


er,  stronger  and  uii 

ever  seen  of  the  bind. 

C.  L.  Cauioll, 


Silver  Cliff,  Cdo. 


Cau'']',  HaUEorda  Co.,  Teza*. 
W.  R  Cbdboh,  Yorkvllie,  III.— Daor  Sir: 

I  have  used  the  Road  Can  I  got  of  you,  and 
like  the  style  oC  11  very  much. 

Pleasant  Ric^.'Kr. 

W.  R.  Chdboh,  Yorkvllle,  El.— Deor  Sir.- 


W.  F.  Thohntoh,  h.  d.,  Lenora,  Aim. 
YoaEViLLK.  HI..  De.1.  ISTb.  18SI. 
uslne  one  ot  Church's  physician'! 


Pl^HO,  III..  Dfc.  Bth  IBS!. 


Yours  reflpectlullj'. 


burgh,  HI. 

I  have  special  facilitiea  for  shipping  to  all  points  reached  either  by  rallroada  c. 
boats.     For  information  and  catalogue  address  Ihe  manufacturer. 

50  Michigan  Ave.,  YORKVILLE,  ILL. 


TO  PHYSICIANS  I 


HYPNOTICS 

BROMIDIA 

i8  tJie  Hypnotic  par  excellence, 

FORMULA— Every  fluid  drachm  con- 
tains 15  grains  each  of  pure  Brom.  Potas. 
and  purified  Chloral,  and  ^  grain  each  of 
gen.imp.ext.,  Cannabis  Ind.  and Hyoscyam. 


T>0&B—One?ialf  to  one  fluid  drachm  in 
WATER  or  BYRUP,  cvery  hour  until  sleep 
is  produced. 

It  produces  refreshing  sleep,  and  is  ex- 
ceedingly valuable  in  sleeplessness,  nervous- 
ness, neuralgia,  headache,  convulsions, 
colics,  etc. ,  and  will  relieve  when  opiates 
fail.  Unlike  preparations  of  opium  it  does 
not  lock  up  the  secretions.  In  the  restless- 
ness and  delirium  of  Fevers  it  is  absolutely 
invaluable. 


TO  PHYSICIANS! 


BATTLE  &  CO.,  Chemists, 

ST.  LOUIS. 


ANODYNES 

PAPINE 

The  Anodyne  Principle  of  Opium. 


PAPINE  is  the  Anodyne  or  Pain-Believ- 
ing Principle  of  Opium  m  a  pleasant  liquid 
form.  Its  advantages  are :  That  it  pro- 
duces the  good  effects  of  Opium  with  less 
tendency  to  cause  nausea,  vomiting,  con- 
stipation, etc.;  it  is  the  safest  and  most 
plMtsant  of  all  the  preparations  of  Opium, 
and  is  uniform  in  strength;  it  can  be 
relied  on  in  all  cases  where  Opium  or 
Morphia  is  indicated. 


ONE  FLUID  drachm  represents   one 
grain  of  Opium  in  Anodyne  Power. 


AVERAGE  DOSE.— One-half   to    one 
teaspoonful.  

Prepared    Exclusively   for  Physicians' 
Prescriptions. 


BATTLE  &  CO.,  Chemists, 

ST.  LOUIS. 


ALTERATIVE. 

lODIA 

is  the  Ideal   Alterative. 

FORMULA— loDiA  is  a  combination 
of  Active  Principles  obtained  from  the 
green  roots  of  Stillingia,  Helonias,  Paxi- 
fra^,  Menispermum  and  Aromatics.  Each 
fluid  drachm  also  contains  j^««  grains  lOD. 
POTAS,  and  three  grains  PHOS.   IRON. 


DOSE — One  or  two  ^wwJ  drachms  (more 
or  less  as  indicated)  three  times  a  day 
before  meals. 


It  has  been  LARGELY  PRE- 
SCRIBED in  syphilitic,  scrofulous,  cutan- 
eous and  female  diseases,  and  has  an  es- 
tablished reputation  as  being  the  best  Al- 
terative ever  introduced  to  the  Profession. 


BATTLE  &  CO.,  Chemists, 

ST.  LOUIS. 

NUTRITIVE^  TONIC. 

EXHILiRATING  I    NOURISHING  I 


COCALAC  is  a  combination  of  Coca 
and  the  Cereal  Lacto-Phosphoids. 


DOSE — One  tablespoonful  three  times  f 
day,  or  oftener,  as  indicated. 


\^^ StiTnulation  without  reactio7< 


COCALAC  is  a  scientific  blend in| 
Coca  with  the  Lacto  Phosphoidal  principle 
of  wheat  and  oats;  it  is  a  fine  Tonic  anc 
Nutritive,  being  capable  of  sustaining  Uf 
without  any  other  food  or  drink,  and  there 
fore  valuable  for  the  convalescing,  dya 
peptic  or  nervous  patient.  It  is  cUso  deU 
cious  to  the  taste,  and  accbptable  to  ih 
stomach, 

BATTLE  &  CO.,  Cbemists, 

ST.  \-0\Jl! 


THE  MAGNETIC  SHIELD  CO. 

(LONDON,  ENG.) 

Branch  Office:  227  Jefferson  Avenue ^ 
DETROIT,  MICH. 


Kespectfully  recommend  their  various  garments  and  appliances  to  the  consideration 
of  the  medical  profession. 

There  is  scarcely  any  class  of  diseases  in  which  the  beneficial  influence  of  Mag- 
netism would  not  be  felt.  Its  recuperative  powers  are  acknowledged  as  pre-emin- 
ent in  all  derangements  of  the  nervous  and  curculatory  system,  the  respiratory  and 
digestive  organs. 

The  blood,  which  is,  owing  to  its  large  per  centage  of  iron,  always  in  a  para- 
magnetic state,  derives  its  life-giving  power  of  heat  largely  through  external  absorp- 
tion of  magnectic  force.  Its  insufficient  supply  of  heat,  fumished  through  internal 
absorbtion  \>y^  alimentation,  is  not  only  constantly  augmented  by  it,  but  frequently, 
as  in  disease,  its  want  is  nearly  wholly  supplied  by  magnetic  force. 

The  importance  of  this  force  as  a  remedial  agent  of  the  highest  order  has  long 
ago  been  acknowledged  by  the  leading  minds  of  the  medical  profession. 

The  time  when  its  application  was  considered  merely  experimental,  lies  far  back 
in  the  long  forgotton  Past,  buried  fathoms  deep  with  the  old  fogyism  qf  medicine, 
laid  away  lorever  together  with  indiscriminate  bleeding,  blistering,  purging  and  sali- 
vation. When  we  consider  that  many  a  physician,  scarcely  more  than  middle-aged 
now,  was  in  the  early  years  of  his  professional  life  guided  by  those  atrocities,  it  is 
not  at  all  strange  that  a  through  knowledge  of  magnetic  power,  a  thorough  under- 
standing of  its  applicability  to  various  classes  of  disease ;  is  not  yet  universal.  Still, 
Truth  will  force  its  way  to  the  surface,  and  it  is  impossible  to  find  a  great  number 
of  intelligent  physicians  who  refuse  to  bow  to  the  all  powerful  dictum  of  Nature, 
and  accept  the  assistance  which  is  offered  by  her;  an  assistance  without  which,  in 
many  cases,  mere  medication  will  be  found  ineffectual. 

To  furnish  this  assistance  is  the  object  of  our  garments.  They  are  prepared  of 
the  best  English  steel,  imported  for  the  purpose,  and  thoroughly  magnetized  in  a 
scientific  manner,  so  as  to  retain  their  magnetism  for  years.  Their  influence  upon 
the  system,  by  absorption,  is  perceptible  in  a  very  short  time,  and,  wliat  is  of  greater 
importance,  is  lasting. 

We  are  prepared  to  flll  physicians'  orders  at  any  time,  and  will,  with  pleasure, 
furnish  price-lists  and  directions  for  measurement  upon  application  at  our  office,  by 
letter  or  otherwise. 

MAGNETIC  SHIELD  CO., 

fi27  Jefferson  Avenue^ 

DETROIT,  MICH. 


ioplios:Coinp:G, 


V  MO/iriiniir*  j^^tnt^t^  be  arOcrtd  at  a  «m«,  aiid  (f__ 


HORLICK'S   FOOD 

INFANTS  .^^""  invalid: 


FRKI':    FRUl    STABrH, 

HOLL'BLE  15  SILK  OB  WATER, 

KEIDV    KOB    L'SE,  —  NO    fOOKlXfl, 

PBICE   40  AM)    7S    (EMS, 

ll.L   VUI'GOISTS. 


Tll^    IIKHT    VIEI 

FOB    M'BNINfl    MOTHE 

DYSPEPTICK,    rOXSUMITlVI 

KITBITIOIIS  A>U  AUREEJ 

ALREABV  AieKIJIED. 


Sample  and  Pamphlet  sent  Frpp.^%4Hi5*'^orliek's  Food  Co.,  Racine 
HORLICK'S  DRY  EXTRACT  OF  MALT- BEST  IN  USl 


The  LateBt  Sunday  Morning  SennonB  of 
Rev.  C.  H.  8PURCE0N 


Rev.  DR.  TALMAGE, 

EeBiaedby  thrm;   &  Portrait  and  Bioerapb; 


glic  Cftvlsttan  Hcvata 

AXII  HIQN'B  OF  UCK  TIMES. 

|].50  per  annum.    Sample  Copies  free.    Agents 


SCIENTIFIC  AMERICA 


itrd  vitli  aplSDilill  nilHTiBIt*-  T 
n  Fnrhinhn  a  uuHit  iraluablB  enarclnpt 
taleh  no  nnon  ihimH  b«  wtthn 
—  ~v_— .V  <^f hi  lianrnnc  AunKMii 
Bnsh  Uiit  Ita  Binalotton  neaib  iquli  tbM  or 
otlin  DBnen  of  Iti  nlua  nnnblDtd.  Friea.  ts.; 
r«r.  K>H»untia(P><ilA  BaU  to  all  nswidHlr 


RUBBER    STAMPS-Send  re 
■nu  price  list, ■ 

poalpald  fortl 


MPS     

incil  Ktamp  with  nan 
iplete,  with  Ink.  etc  ,  sent 

,  Blikblt.  Bradford.  Pa, 


APRIZEI 


s 


L 


UNIV 


cnoi  I  T  Kjr  iViionivjiMiN 


GENERAL  UBfiAHY, 

UNIV.  OP  MICH. 

MAR  38  1899 


3  9015  06222  6348 


P. 

'^                ...      •- 

1 
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